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CHAPTER CXCI. 

LIFE OP LORD CHANCELLOR ELDON FROM HIS RIRTII TILL ITTS 
MARRIAGE. 

Happily for myself and my rejidcrs, I approach the termi- 
nation of my biographical labours — 

— nos irninensum spatUs confecimus a;quor ; 

Et jam tcmpus cqiiiim fumantia strfvcre colla.” 

Only one deceased Chancellor remains to be recorded by me. 
I began with Augmendus, wlio in tlie seventh century wtis 
Chancellor to Ethelbert, the first Christian Anglo-Saxon 
king, and 1 have to finish with John Scott, Lord Eldon, 
who was Chiiiicellor to George III. and George IV., and, 
liaving struggled to return to power under AVilliarn IV., 
died in the reign of Queen Victoria. 

I am now appalled by thc^ difficulty of knowing too well 
the subject of jny memoir, and by the consideration that it is 
to be read by surviving partisans and attached relatives of 
this great man. I often practised before him, and I . was 
honoured with some notice from him in private ; — but, un- 
luckily, I took an interest in political strife during a large 
portion of the period during which he occupied the wool- 
sack, almost uniformly disapproving of his principles; — and 
I afterwards actually held office under an Administration to 
whose measures he was violently opposed. Thus, with the 
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advantage of personal observation, 1 have to encounter the 
suspicion of political enmity. 

I have sufficient confidence, however, in niy own inipar- 
tiality to proceed with boldness ; and while I trust- that I 
shall not deal out jjraise to his merits with a niggardly hand, 
dread of the imputation of party bias shall not deter me from 
pointing out his defects, or censuring his misconduct. 

W c biographers generally make it equally redound to the 
credit of our hero, whether he be of illustrious or of humble pa- 
rentage, saying, with the same complacency, he was the 
worthy descendant of a long line of noble ancestors,” or ** he 
raised himself by his talents, being the first of his race ever 
known to fame.” Although the latter glory undoubtedly be- 
longs to Lord Eldon, an absurd attempt has been made to 
trace his pedigree to Sir Michael Scott of Balwearic, in 
the county of Fife, who, in tlic fourteenth century, was one 
of the ambassadors sent to bring the ^^Maid of Norway” to 
Scotland, upon the death of Alexander III,, and wlio is ce- 
lebrated for his magical incantations in the ‘^Inferno,”* and 
in ttie Lav OF the last MiNSTRKL.”t He might with 
more probability have been connected with Duns Scotus, 
the enemy of the Tomistsy wdio undoubtedly w^as of a Nor- 
thumbrian family ; but the truth is, that both he and liis 
brother Lord Stow ell had much too great a share of good 
sense and good taste to set up an unfounded claim to gentility 
of blood, — although, w hen they w ere rising in the Avorld, 
and found it necessary to have arms, — the seal used by their 
father having had nothing engraved upon it cxci'pt W. S., 


“ Queir altro die ne’ nandil c eosi poco 
IVlidielc Scotto fu, die verainente 
Ddle niagidic frode seppe il giiioco.” 

Inferno, Canto xx. 

“ In these fur dimes it was my lot 
To meet the wondrous Midiael Scott, 

A wizard of such dreadful fame, 

That when to Salamnnca*s cave 
Him listed his magic wand to wave. 

The bells would ring in Notre Dame.” 

Lay of La&t Minstrel, Canto ii, 

I never heard the Cliancdlor accused of dealing in the black art ; and I do 
not discover any resemblance between him and bis supposed ancestor. 
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Ills initials, — after looking at the armorial bearings of the 
(lifFcrent families of the name of Scott, they chose the 
■tlirec Hons’ heads erased gules,” formerly borne by the 
Scotts’of Balwcaric, and now the just boast of their repre- 
sentative, Sir William Scott of Ancrum. From the interest- 
ing Sketch of the Lives of Lords Stowell and Eldon,” 
by their relative Mr. Surtees, it appears quite clear, that 
they could not go further back in their genealogy than 
their grandfather, William Scott of Sandgate, who is said to 
have been clerk to a “fitter,” and who, in the latter part of 
his life, himself became the owner of several “ keels,” — a 
“ fitter” being the person who buys and sells coals between the 
owner of the mine and the shipper, and who conveys them 
in “ keels, ” or barges, from the higher parts of the Tyne to 
Newcastle or Shields, where they are loaded for exportation. 
Sandgate, an old street by the wafer-side, beyond the walls of 
Newcastle, bearing a great resemblance to Wapping, had long 
been connected witli this trade, — as we learn from an ancient 
ballad, set to a tune well knowm through the North as the 
“Keel-row,” — of which the following is the first stanza : — 
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“ As I cainc thro’ Sandgate, thro’ Sandgate, thro’ Sandgate, 
As I came thro’ Sandgate, I heard a lassie sing, 

Weel may the keel row, the keel row, the keel row ; 

Weel may the keel row that niy laddie’s in.” • 


This is taken from a Fife song, which I Mas taught %vhen a child: — 
** O weel may the boatic row, 

That fills a heavy creel. 

And deads us a’, frac head to feet, 

And buys our parriteh meal. 

Tlio boatte rows,* the boatie rows, 

Tlic boatic rows indeed ; 

And liappy be the lot of a’ 

That wish the boatie speed.” 

One stan/a is particularly touching : — 

“ When Jamie vow’d he would be mine. 

And wan frae me iny heart, 

O ! mucklc lighter grew my creel I 
lie swore wc*d never part. 

The hoatie rows, the boatie rows, 

The boatie rows fu’ weel, 

Apd miickle lighter is the lade 
When love bears up the creel.”* 


* “ Creel ** is the basket in which th^ Scottish Poiseardes carry fisli on their 

backs to naarket. 
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This William Scott had a son William, who on the first of 
September, 1716, was bound apprentice, for seven years, to a 
coal-fitter in Newcastle, with a fee of 5/., — and whose inden- 
ture of apprenticeship is the first written muniment of a family 
destined to sucli distinction. The boy is here described as 
** son of William Scott of Sandgate, yeoman.’’ This is not 
at all inconsistent with the representation that ho had become a 
keel-owner, for yeoman” did not necessarily mean, as we now 
understand it, ** the cultivator of his own little farm,” but 
simply rneAnt, “ a householder of too poor estate to allow of 
his designation, cither as a gentleman or merchant, yet 
raised above the ranks of servile drudgery.”* The Scotts of 
Sandgate well exemplify the quaint definition which the ve- 
nerable Fuller gives of this class: The good yeoman is A 
gentleman in ore, whom the next age may see refined; and is 
the wax, capable of a gentle impression when the Prince shall 
stamp it.” 

William, the. younger, showed great prudence, stcadi- 
nesS| and shrewdness; and when out of his apprentice- 
ship, becoming himself a fitter,” and commencing with the 
‘‘keels” ho inherited from his father, amassed considerable 
substance. To swell his profits, he is said at one time to 
have kept a sort of public-house, near the Quay at Newcas- 
tle, ior the purpose of supplying his own kcelmcn with their 
liquor, on the principle of the truck system. He afterwards 
became a considerable ship-owner, and engaged in the mari- 
time insurance then in vogue, called, “ bottomry.” By “ ser- 
vitude” he was entitled to the freedom of the town of 
Newcastle, which he took up on the 25th of August, 1724, 
and on the 7th of September, in the same ytiar, he was^ad- 
mitted into the “ Hoastmans’ Company ” which his sons used 
to observe was the most reputable in the whole corporation. 
He seems by his industry and frugality to have risen to high 
consideration among the trading community of his native 
town, although he mixed little in society, and read no books 
except his Bible and his ledger. He married the daughter of 
Mr. Atkinson of Newcastle, a woman who was the model of 
all the domestic virtues, and of such superior understanding 

• Siirtcos, p. 3. 
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that to her is traced the extraordinary talent which distin- 
giiislied her two sons, William and John, — Lord Stow ell 
and Lord Eldon. 

Their destiny was materially influenced by the chivalrous 
effort, ill the year 1745, to restore the House of Stuart to the 
throne. If Prince Charles and his gallant band had not 
crossed the Border, William would never have been a Fellow 
of University College, Oxford, and in all probability John 
never would have been Lord Chancellor of Great Britain. 
Although William’s birth certainly took place in the county 
of Durham instead of Northumberland from the advance of 
the rebel army to the Tyne, there are two representations of 
the circumstances attending his mother’s flight previous to 
this event. According to the more romantic story, Mrs. Scott, 
dreading the violence of the Highlanders, about whom the 
most frightful rumours were spread, — when they approached 
Newcastle, resolved to hide herself in the country ; but she 
found all the gates shut and fortified, and egress strictly in- 
terdicted to all persons of every degree ; whereupon, although 
very near her confinement, she caused herself to be hdisted 
over the wall in a large basket, and descended safely to the 
water-side ; there a boat, lying In readiness to receive her, 
conveyed her to Heworth, a village distant only about four 
miles from Newcastle, but on the right bank of the Tyne. 
Here she was delivered the same night of twins, William and 
Barbara. — But the following is the account of the affair by 
Mrs. Foster, a grand-daughter of Mrs. Scott, from whom she 
says she had heard It hundreds of times : — My grandmother 
Scott being with child* in tile year of the rebellion 1745, it 
was deemed more prudent for her to be confined at my grand- 
father’s country house at Ileworth than in the town of New- 
castle. She was therefore attended at Heworth by a mid- 
wife, who delivered her of a male infant (afterwards Lord 
Stowell); but some difficulty arising in the birth of the 
second child, a man on horseback was despatched to Whickham 
for Dr. Askew, a medical practitioner of considerable emi- 
nence at that time. Dr. Askew not being at home, the man 
proceeded to Newcastle for Mr. Hallowel. When Mr. Hal- 
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lowel reached the town gate, it was, on account of the Re- 
bellion, closed for the night; and further delay becoming 
serious, — instead of waiting until permission \yas procured from 
the mayor for his egress, he was let down from the .top of 
the town wall, on the south side, and proceeded immediately 
to Heworth, where he delivered my grandmother.” * 

After the retreat of the Chevalier from Derby by the 
western side of the island, she returned to her husband’s house 
in Love Lane, Newcastle, and there, in 1751, on the 4th of 
June, the birth-day of George III., she produced her son 
John, the future Chancellor, wlio was likewise accompanied 
by a twin sister, and was baptized along with her at All 
Saints Church on the 4tli day of July following. Love Lane 
is a narrow passage between two streets — in Scotland called 
a " wynd,” — and in Newcastle a “ chare,” — the lower extre- 
mity being there called the cliarc-foot ; ” and Lord Eldon, 
who had always great delight in referring to native localities, 
used to amuse the Chancery Bar by declaring that ^Gie ought 
not to complain of a small and inconvenient Court, as he w^as 
born in a chare 

I find nothing remarkable related of our Chancellor’s in- 
fancy — nor any omen of his future greatness — except that 
he showed lie was born with the faculty of always lighting on 
his legs. II is elder sister, Barbara, used to relate that “dur- 
ing one of their mother’s confinements, Master Jackey being 
in her room in a go-cart, the nurse quitted her for something 
that was w^anted, leaving the door open : away went Mr. 
Jackey after her, tumbling down a wdiolc flight of steps, go- 
cart and all ; but though his mamma,' who was unable to get 
out of bed to stop him, got a dreadful fright, he took no 
harm, and w^as found standing holt upright in the passage 
below\” 

He was taught to read by a master, who, I suspect to 


• I.ctter to the present Earl of Eldon, 14th June, 1840. — Tieiss, i. 129. 

•f Mr. Twiss tells a story, “ that at the Newcastle Assizes, in a case where a wit- 
ness swore that at a certain time he saw three men come out of the foot of a chares 
the Judge, who tried the indictment, recommended it to the jury to take no 
notice of this evidence, as being obviously that of an insane person. Tlie fore- 
man the jury, however, restored the credit of the witness, by cx})1aining that 
the c/uire from vrhos^foot the three men had been seen to issue was not an arti- 
cle of furniture, but a ‘ narrow street.*” Vol. i. US. ^ 
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have been a Scotsman, from his being called Dominie War- 
den, and his mode of " muffliny the consonants,” in which 
I was myself initiated, * But the success in life of both 
brothers is mainly to be ascribed to the admirable instruction 
they received from the Rev. Mr. Moises, master of the Free 
Grammar School at Newcastle, — under whom they laid in a 
large stock of classical learning, and acquired a habit of 
steady application, enabling them to overcome every difficulty 
which they had afterwards to encounter. The only thing 
that could be said against this zealous teacher was, that he 
was too much accustomed to mix his conversation with grave 
appeals to his conscience and his God — setting an example 
which, at least, one of his pupils too sedulously followed. 

We have a striking illustration of ^^the boy being the father of 
the man,” in an authentic account of the difference between the 
two brothers in their Sunday evening performances : When 
asked to give an account of the sermon, their father’s weekly 
custom, William would repeat a sort of digest of the general 
argument — a condensed summary of what he had heard; 
John, on the other hand, would recapitulate the of 

the discourse, and reiterate the very phrase of the preacher. 
He showed a memory the niost complete and exact, but failed 
in giving the whole scope and clear general view of the ser- 
mon, embodied in half the number of words by the elder 
brother.” f Lawyers immediately conceive themselves first 
delighted with a judgment of Lord Stowell, in Robinson’s 
Reports, and then toiling through one of Lord Eldon, in 
Vesey, junior. 

Although we know tlr.it John Scott, under Mr. Moises, was 
extremely diligent and well-behaved, and a great favourite 
with his master, — when an Ex-Chancellor, he used to relate 
anecdotes of his boyish days which would rather represent 
him as having been a pickle. I remember,” he said, my 
father coming to my bed-side to accuse Henry } and me of 

According to this mode of teaching the alphabet, a vowel is placed before, 
instead of after, the consonants. 

t Townsend’s Lift* of Lord Stowell. 

\ Henry was another brother, who succeeded to his father’s business. 
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robbing an orcliard, of which gome one had come to com- 
plain. Now my coat was lying by my bed with its pockets 
full of apples^ and I had hid some more under the bed-clothes, 
when I heard my father on the stairs, and I was at that mo- 
ment suffering intolerable torture from those I had eaten. 
Yet I had the audacity to deny the fact. We were twice 
flogged for it, once by my father, and once by the schoolmaster. 
I do not know how it was, but we always considered rob- 
bing an orchard — ^ boxing the fox,’ as we called it — as an 
honourable exploit. I remember once being carried before a 
magistrate for robbing an orchard. There were tlircc of us, 
and the magistrate acted upon what I think was rather a 
curious law, for he fined our fathers each thirty shillings for 
our offence. W e did not care for that, but then they did: 
so my father flogged me, and then sent a message to Moiscs, 
and Moiscs flogged me again.” 

ITc used to relate, likewise, how he was flogged for going 
without leave to Chester-le-Street, a place eight miles off, 
to buy short-cake,” for which the place was famous, and 
stayFng away a whole night — and again for the offence of 
playing truant three days from the writing-school, aggra- 
vated by a declaration to his father, that he had been there 
punctually every day ; * — how he possessed the art of blow- 
ing out the candles in the shops, and escaping detection ; — and 
how, having lost his hat in a scuffle, his father made him 
go three months bareheaded, except on Sundays. lie 
gave a very entertaining account of the manner in which his 
father aj)plied the taws^ or ferula, in the family, till this 
Instrument of punishment was fetolcn by the children f; and 
of the distinguished manner in which he danced hornpipes at 
the annual Christinas ball given by his father to the keel- 
men. But^ above all, he dwelt with complacency on his early 
gallantry : I believe,” he would say, no shoemaker ever 

helped to put on more ladles’ shoes than I have done. At 

* Yet he wrote a most beautiful hand, which he retained to extreme old- 
age. 

f The taws were preserved by Henry ; and, after the father*s death, were 
produced annually wlieii the brothers met at Newcastle, and talked over, with 
glee ayd triumph, tlie exploit of stealing them. 
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the dancing-school the young ladies always brought their 
dancing-shoes with them, and we deemed it a proper piece of 
etiquette to assist the pretty girls in putting them on. In 
tliosc days, girls of the best families wore white stockings only 
on the Sundays, and one wcek-dayj which was a sort of 
public day: on the other days they wore b^we Doncaster 
woollen hose, with white tags. We used, early on the Sunday 
mornings, to steal flowers from the gardens in the neighbour- 
hood, and then we presented them to our sweethearts. Oh I 
those were happy days — we were always in love.” — It might 
be presumed that he had peculiar pleasure in helping the 
sweet Elizabeth Surtees to put on her dancing-shoes, and 
that he presented to her the most beautiful flowers : but 
this was not the fact ; for he had not yet seen his destined 
bride. 

In the midst of these wild pranks, which he took pleasure 
in exaggerating in his old age, he made great progress in his 
studies, and wdiile yet in his fifteenth year, he was not only 
a good classical scholar, but he was pretty well exercised in 
English composition — often so sadly neglected. He would 
afterwards occjisionally regret that he had not had the ad- 
vantage of being at Eton or Westminster. Talking of his 
great class-fellow Lord Collingwood, he once said, “ We 
were placed at that school ’because neither his father nor 
mine could afford to place us elsewhere but he related that 
George HI. expressing his surprise how a naval officer could 
write so excellent a despateh as that which contained Col- 
lingwobd’s account of the battle of Trafalgar, his Majesty 
suddenly added, “ I forght that he was educiited under Moises.” 
And it is pleasing to think that Lord Eldon always retained 
a grateful and affectionate recollection of the High School of 
Newcastle. At the commencement of his “ Anecdote Book,” 
written by him for the amusement of his grandson, he says : 
“ The head-master was that eminent seholar and most ex- 
cellent man, the Kev. Mr. Moises. I shall hold his memory 
in the utmost veneration whilst I continue to exist.” — In one 
of the last judgments which he delivered in the Court of 
Chancery^ respecting a grammar school^ he observed, “^I rc- 
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CHAP, member that when I had the benefit of* an education at one 
of those grammar schools, the boys ^vcre headed by their 
1760-1765. venerable master to church constantly upon Sundays, and 
that part of the duty of a master of a grammiir school was, 
in those days, as much attended to as teaching the schohii*s 
what else they .ought there to acquire.” — Jack Scott had not 
held the Great Seal more than two days, when he gladdened 
the heart of his old preceptor by appointing him one of his 
chaplains, and he afterwards pressed upon him high prefer- 
ment in the church, which was modestly declined. — Finally, 
several years after the death of Mr. Moiscs, Lord Eldon wrote 
the following very amiable letter to the Rev. J. Brewster, of 
EgglcsclifF, in Durham, who had bccii a class-fellow, and had 
sent him the copy of a Memoir, which he had privately 
printed of their beloved preceptor : — 

Dear Si a, 

“ Pardon rne if my engagements have made mo too dilatory in 
acknowledging your kindness in sending nn? your Memoir of the 
late [piaster of the Grammar School in wliieh we were both edu- 
cated. It has highly gratified me to find that the public are in 
possession of such a record of that excellent person's merits and 
worth, I feel the obligation I owe yon for the mention of my 
name in that work. Throughout a long life, in which it has 
pleased God to confer upon me many blessings, I have always 
deemed it one of the most valuable that 1 had in the earliest period 
of my life the benefit of being educated under Mr. Moises. 

“ I am your obliged servant, 

“ Eldon. 

“Lincoln’s Tnn Hall, Weilnesilay, Aug. 20. 1825.”* 

His father In the spring of the year 1766, the worthy hoastman 
bind hhn began to deliberate seriously respecting the way of life by 
which his son John w^as to earn his bread, and after due 
business of deliberation resolved to bind him apprentice to his own trade 
a^coabfit- qjp ^ coal-fitter. He did not think it necessary to care much 

♦ By the kindne.ss of my friend, Mr. W. E. Surtees, I am in possession of a 
copy of this interesting memoir. Not only Lord Eldon and Lord Stowel), but 
Lord Collingwood, and .several other very distinguished North unibrians, were 
dogged into greatness by Moises. When the master of a public school is at 
once a fine scholar and an enthusiast in teaching, he is one of the roost useful, 
and ou^ht to be one ^f the most respected, members of society. 
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about the boy’s own inclination; but before prepaying the 
indentures, he wrote to his eldest son William, now at Ox- 
ford, to inform him of his intention. Several years ago, this 
wonderful youth, when only sixteen, taking advantage of the 
accidental place of his birth, had gained a Durham scholar- 
ship at Corpus Christ! College, and afterwards a Durham 
fellowship at University ; and he enjoyed so high a reputa- 
tion, that before he had completed his twentieth year, he was 
appointed College tutor. Thinking that his youngest brother 
was capable of higher things than buying and selling coals, 
and having much affection for him, he wrote back to his 
father, Send Jack up to me ; I can do better for him here.” 
Accordingly, in the beginning of May, 1766, Jack was 
packed off for London in the Newcastle stage-coach, which, 
by reason of what was then considered its rapid travelling, 
was called the Fly,” — seeing that it was only three nights 
and four days on the journey ; its panels bearing the modest 
inscription, Sat cito, si sat bene.” 

Our young traveller amused himself by the w^ay in making 
jests on an old (Quaker, who was his fellow-passenger. 
When the coach stopped at the Inn at Tuxford, Aminidab 
desired the chambermaid to come to the door of the leathern 
conveyance, and gave her a sixpence, telling her that he 
forgot to give it to her when he slept there two years before. 
Scott, ^Q^Viend, hast thou seen the motto on this coach?” 

— Quaker, ‘^No.” — Scott, ^^Tlien look at it, for I think 
that giving her only sixpence now, for all she did for you 
two years ago, is neither sat cito nor sat hene^'^ — lie after- 
wards moralised this motto, and used to say ; “ In all that I 
have had to df) in life, professional and judicial, I always 
remembered the admonition on the panels of the vehicle 
which carried me from school. Sat citoy si sat bene. It was 
the impression of this which made me that deliberative judge 

— as some have said, too deliberative — and reflection upon 
all that is past will not authorise me to deny that whilst I 
have been thinking sat citOy si sat benoy I may not have suf- 
ficiently recollected whether sat bency si sat citOy has had its 
due influence.” 
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His brother William was waiting to receive him at the 
White Horse in Fetter Lane, Holborn, and treated him to 
the play at Drury Lane, where he saw “ The Devil to Pay,*^ 
Love acting Jobson, and Miss Pope, Nell. On the 15th of 
May, 1766, he was matriculated as a member of the Uni- 
versity of Oxford, by Dr. Durell, the Vice-Chancellor, and 
the same day signed the following form of jidinission to Uni- 
versity College : — Ego Johannes Scott, lilius natii minimus 
Guliclnii Scott, Generosi, de Novo Castro super Tinam, in 
Com. Northum. lubens subscribo, sub tiitamiiie Domini Scott, 
annos natus circiter quindeciin.” Though with a mind well 
cultivated, his manners were rather rustic ; he spoke with a 
strong Northumbrian accent, and his stature was sliort, even, 
for his tender years. Lord Stowcll used afterwards to say, 
** I was quite ashamed of his appearance, — he looked such 
a mere boy.” 

After he had been a few weeks at Oxford, the summer 
vacation arrived, and, returning to Newcastle, his father 
very judiciously, though much against the hufs inclination, re- 
placed him, till the following term, under Mr. Moiscs, at the 
Grammar School, — where he was obliged to construe with his 
old schoolfellows, but was exempt from the discipline of the 
rod ; so that he had no occasion to complain, with Milton, — 

“ Ncc (luri libet usque niinas perferre magistri, 

Coiteraque ingenio mn suheunda mco,’* 


lie at this time went, among his townsmen, by the name of 
the “ Oxonian rather, it would seem, derisively, from his 
puerile appearance, than out of respdet to his new dignity. 

In October he returned to Oxford, and continued to reside 
there, as an under graduate, above three years. It has been 
stated, as a proof of his wonderful proficiency, that when he 
had just completed his sixteenth year, he was elected a fellow 
of his college ; but he himself, with his usual candour, as- 
cribed this promotion entirely to his brother, good-humour- 
edly saying, His birth in the vicinity of Durham qualified 
him to be a candidate for the fellowship in Oxford, which he 
afterwards obtained,^ and his influence in that station pro- 
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cured for me the fellowship in Oxford which I afterwards 
obtained. These fellowships were of great use to both of iis 
in our future success in life; and^ although v^e have ever been i767-i77o, 
steadily attached to the Thuonb, it may truly be said, that 
^ we owe every thing to Rebellion.’ ” 

Under the admirable tuition of his brother, he attended 
rather more to learning than was then usual at Oxford, and the Church, 
he was very regular in his habits ; but he showed no enthu- 
siasm in study, and he looked no higher than to qualify himself 
for what he considered his destination — to be the incumbent 
of a college living. Now he contracted the orthodox relish 
for port wine, to which he ever after adhered ; and, from his 
strong head and robust constitution, he could with almost 
entire impunity imbibe a portion of this generous liquor which 
weaker men found to disturb their reasoning powers, and 
render them martyrs to the gout. 

The great emulation among the gownsmen at Oxford seems 
to have been to make bad puns. Some of these he used to 
repeat with glee, as if they had been his own composition. 

The drinking-cups, or glasses, from their shape, were called 
ox-eyes. Some friends of a young student, after inducing 
him to fill his ox-eye much fuller and oftener than consisted 
with his equilibrium, took pity at last upon his helpless con- 
dition, and led or carried him to his rooms. He had just 
Latin enough at command to thank them at the stair- head 
with ^ Pol, me 6^a:-<?yc-distls amici.’ ” — Windham, then an 
under graduate, hated a pun, good or bad. Reading Demo- 
sthenes one day with great admiration, and coming to 
Tsflvijxe d>iAi7rwof ; (Is Pliilip dead?) OtJ, ]u.a Al’ (No 1 by Ju- 
])itcr I) he wa^ put into a great passion by a fellow- student 
saying, No, Windham, you see he is not dead; the Greek 
words only say he may die,^^ — The Vice Chancellor, Dr. 

Leech, of Ballipl, a determined punster, having given^ offence 
to the young men by some act of discipline, when he next 
appeared among them he was saluted with much sibilation ; 
whereupon, turning round, he said, Academici laiidamur ab 
his f ” which produced a change in his favour, and they loudly 
applauded him.” — Smoking was common in ^thosc days, and 
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cxcT ^ secretly indulged even in the habit of chewing to- 

bacco. Having once inadvertently squirted near the master’s 
•1767-1770. niece, who was passing by, he was thus admonished, Ne 
quid nigh ATm,”— A clergyman who had two small' Corpus 
livings adjoining each other, Newbury and Bibury, and 
who always performed the morning service in the former 
and the evening in the latter, being asked in the Hall why he 
did not divide the duties equally between them, made answer, 
^ I go to nuhere in the morning because that is the tilnc to 
marry ; and I go to hibere in the evening, because that is 
the time to drink .^* ** ^ — When I was an under graduate, I 
was skating on Christ Church meadow, and the ice breaking, 
I was let into a ditch up to my neck in water. I scrambled 
out, but was dripping from the collar, and oozing from the 
stockings. A brandy-vender, seeing my pitiable plight, 
shuffled towards me, and recommended a glass of something 
warm, upon which Ned Norton of our college, a son of Lord 
Grantly, sweeping past, cried out to the retailer: ^ None of 
yoiy: brandy for that wet young man ; he never drinks but 
when he is dry,'^ ” * 

His ex- The approach of the time when John Scott was to be ex- 
for'the'dc- ^mincd for his bachelor’s degree caused him no trepidation, 
grcc of A form of examination was gone through, — but the term 
double-first” had not yet been heard of on the banks of the 
Isis, and plucking Avas unknown. The following is the account, 
in his own words, of the trial he went through to test his pro- 
ficiency : — I was examined in Hebrew and history. ^ What 
is the Hebrew for the place of a skull V I replied * Golgotha.’ 
^ Who founded University College?’ I stated (tliough by 
the way the point is sometimes doubted), ® that King Alfred 
founded it.’ ^Very well. Sir,’ said the Examiner, ^you are 

* The proper pendant to this joke is that of the old Scotch woman, who, 
upon an unpopular preacher coming into iier house aRcr l>eing exposed to a 
heavy shower of rain, and asking leave to dry himself at her fire, advised him 

** to go into the poo/itV, where he would be sure to be dry enough'* 

Lord Eldon was soon cured of the punning propensity ; but it adhered in- 
veterately to his class-fellow and brother-in-law, tlic Rev. Dr. Ridley, afterwards 
prebendary of Gloucester, — a most good-humoured, worthy man, from whom I 
had many excellent dinners when 1 attended the Gloucester Sessions and As- 
sizes, — paying, however, sometimes rather dear for them, by being obliged to 
laiighT at his bad pucs. 
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competent for your degree.’ ” Accordingly, on thp 20tb of 
February, 1770, it was duly conferred upon him. 

He did not then, aecording to modern custom, leave the 
University, but continued in its classic bowers to prosecute 
the studies which should qualify him for being a Master. By 
his brother’s advice he wrote for the prize lately established 
by the Earl of Lichfield, Chancellor of the University, for the 
best composition in English prose — the subject being The 
Advantages and Disadvantages of Foreign Travel.” The June, I77i. 
essay, with the motto, “ Non alibi sis, sed alius,” was decreed 
to be the best, and this w'as found to have for its author, John for the 
Scott. HIs success gave much delight to his brother, but 
still more to his old preceptor, who, having heard the great 
news, rushed into the school with a copy of the prize essay in 
his hand, saying to the senior lads, — Sec what John Scott 
has done 1 ” * It has been published in Talboy’s Collection 
of Oxford English Prize Essays,” and is certainly very credi- 
table to a Northumbrian of twenty, who had never travelled 
except in the country between the Tyne and the Thames, but 
is very inferior to the Athenian Letters” written at the sister 
university by younger men. He seems to have fonned his style Specimen* 
on the model of Dr. Johnson, who was then w'orshipped by Ox- posUion?"* 
onians, although in former times they had refused him a degree. 

Wg might suppose that we were beginning an indifferent Kam- 
bler; — There are few principles of action which have been 
more immediately beneficial to society, and which therefore 
merit more assiduous cultivation, than the love of our country, 
liut, whilst we have been studious to regard our parent with the 
tenderness of filial affection, we have imbibed the weak pre- 
judices of children, and, like the undiscerning lover, have 
fondly gazed without discrimination upon her beauties and 
her deformities. He who overrates his own merits, will pro- 
bably undervalue the deserts of others. From this arrogant 
conceit of our worth as a people, has sprung that uncharitable 
opinion which confines excellence to the boundaries of a small 

* “ Mr. Moiscs afterwards, when any of his hoys did well, would give them 
this qualified praise : * Well done, very well done but 1 have had lads that 
would have done better the Scotts would have done better than that.**’.— 

TwisSfi, 45 . 
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CHAP, island, ami, with the true spirit of ancient Greece and Italy, 
lias adjudged every other people to be comparatively bar- , 
A.D. 1771 . barous. This illiberal idea, it is confessed, has been attended 
with salutary consequences: it has aroused the^ soul of the 
warrior, and by teaching the brave defenders of our country 
to despise, it has taught them to conquer, their enemies/* J 
Thus he contemplates a visit to the ‘^ Eternal City/* 
Amidst a variety of objects which will challenge the attention 
of the traveller, few will prove more copious sources of de- 
light, or supply him with ampler matter for useful reflection, 
than those awful monuments of ancient industry and power, 
which seem to have been hitherto preserved as memorials of 
a destructive luxury, the havoc of which was felt when the 
shocks of time were yet imperceptible. How must the British 
statesman feel for his country, when he surveys the venerable 
ruins of a senate which stood secure till gold was accepted as 
an equivalent for freedom, and the Roipan legislature, soft- 
ened by pleasure, embraced the shackles of slavery ! Whilst 
thc^eye is ravished, the mind cannot be unemployed, but 
recurs to the virtues which established, and the vices which 
overthrew, the grandeur it surveys.” — The superiority of 
modern Italy in painting and sculpture he thus patriotically 
scorns : He who has not a single right to protect may en- 

deavour to render his servitude supportable by studying the 
arts of politeness ; but let not the Briton be taught to leave 
his distinguishing privilege — his liberty — without dq|cncc, 
whilst he affects these elegant improvements !” 

Afterwards, in pointing out the danger of exchanging pre- 
judice for, to prejudices against, our country, he introduces 
some protectionist sentiments, which may assist his dislike of 
the Koman Catholics, and his support of the severe criminal 
code, to make his memory precious to his indiscriminate ad- 
mirers : To this only can we attribute a prevailing passion 
for foreign productions, which, as it deprives our own artists 
of the rewards of their industry, claims and withholds from 
our manufacturer every encouragement which can animate 
his labours.” 
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ir. 

He gracefully concludes with a compliment to his Alma chap. 
Mater : Where, then, shall we seek a remedy ? Must it 
not be in that education which watches over the morals with a. n. 1771. 
the strictest vigilance, and, by fortifying the mind with the 
soundest principles of religion, enables it to pursue with 
safety those inferior accomplishments whose only merit is to 
heighten the beauty of virtue, and which become truly dan- 
gerous when they soften the deformities of vice.” 

I concur in the candid and discriminating criticism on this 
Essay by Mr. Surtees : Its matter and arrangement indi- 
cate the possession of strong sense by its writer, together 
with a disposition to hcaj;) conflicting doubts into each scale, 
and then to watch with delight the trembling of the un- 
certain balance ; but there is not to be found in it an origi- 
nality of thought or imagination which can entitle it to the 
highest praise ; namely, that it is a work of genius.” For 
the honour of the order of lawyers, for which I am always 
solicitous, I am afraid that, although Lord Eldon was the 
greatest Chancellor that had appeared since Lord Hardwickc, 
and he enjoyed such a splendid reputation in WcstminAcr 
Hall, he could hardly have made his bread by literature, and 
he would have been of small account in Paternoster Row. 

In his hour of victory he was not only modest but shame- His mo- 
faced. Sixty years later he was reminded by the Bishop of 
Clonfert of his embarrassment in the vestibule of the Shclden 
theatre : " I,” said the venerable Prelate, recited my prize 
poem first, and when I came out, you hesitated so much 
about going in, that I actually had to take you by the 
shoulders, and push you in.” But to this triumph Lord 
Eldon, in his old age, would often revert with honest pride 
and pleasure; dilating on the increasc^l confidence he ac- 
quired by it ; and the encouragement it afforded him in his 
future exertions. 

We have a more favourable specimen of his English style. Humour- 
in a letter (his earliest extant) Avritten by him from New- fromliim 
castle, to his class-fellow, Henry Reay, from whom he seems to ^ fellow 
to have received a tedious account of a tour in Cheshire. 

After some introductory matter, he proceeds thus in merry 

VOL. pi. c 
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vein : — With what modest diffidence, then, shall I enter 
upon the laborious task of describing this place of my resi- 
dence ? — a task I should not undertake (so unequal are my 
shoulders to the weight) unless to oblige you, my friend, by 
giving you such a description of Newcastle as may enable 
you to form a clear and distinct idea of this town, though 
you never saw it. Say, Muse, where shall I begin? At 
the bridge ? This is an elegant structure of thirteen arches. 
The battlements arc beautified with towers, houses, &c. ; 
and what is a very extraordinary circumstance. It is built 
over a river. From hence you proceed to the Sand-hilL 
Here you have presented to your view the Exchange^ and 
Nelly s, Kati/s and Ilarrison^s coffeehouses ; from the windows 
of which you observe the operations of shaving, turnip and 
carrot selling, and the fish-market — if you turn your eyes 
that way. The quay is reckoned one of the best in England. 
The water makes the prospect very agreeable; and there 
is no deficiency of wood, in the shape of planks, tar-barrels, 
and trees of that kind. At the east end of this, passing 
through a magnificent arch, you come to a street called 
SandgatCy which, whether you consider the elegance of the 
buildings, or the number of the inhabitants, or that strict 
regard they pay to decency, is equalled by none in the king- 
dom.” So he goes on describing the dirt and misery of his 
native place — well known to his correspondent. 

Notwithstanding such sallies, — nowin his baccalaureate 
state, he considered himself irrevocably destined to the Church 
— and if in an ambitious mood, he would dream of being a 
dean or a prebendary, but in his ordinary frame of mind he 
looked no higher than a snug rectory or vicarage — antici- 
pating with pleasure and contentment the jucunda ohlivia 
vitce. And there can be little doubt that he would have 
ended his days as a country parson, recorded only by some 
annallist, like P. P., clerk of this parish,” had it not been for 
an imprudent step, which at first was thought to be his utter 
ruin, but which, changing the whole colour of his life, in 
its consequences made him a millionaire, an Earl, Lord 
Chancellor for a quarter of a century, a prominent character 
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in history, and the founder of one of the most distinguished 
families in the peerage of England. 

On a foggy morning in the month of November in the 
following year, Mr. Moises, with a very different countenance 
from that which he wore when announcing the prize essay, 
rushed into the school, beating his breast, and exclaiming. 
Jack Scott has run off with Bessy Surtees I The poor lad is 
undone I the poor lad is undone I ” 

I have now a love story to relate. But I must not say — 

“ I low can I iiatnc love’s very name, 

Nor wake my heart to notes of flame ? ” 

I must remember that — not a minstrel, pouring forth 
the unpremeditated lay, — I am “ a sad apprentice of the 
law ” — chronicling the Life of a Lord Chancellor. 

It" has already been seen that my present hero had a very 
inflammable fancy. Komco had been attached to Rosaline 
before he beheld Juliet, and Miss Allgood, daughter of 
Sir Launcelot Allgood,” said Lord Eldon, was my first 
love ; but she was scornful.” While smarting from her dis- 
dain, it happened that as he was travelling he accidentally 
entered the fine old Gothic church at Sedgefield, a pretty 
village in the county of Durham, during divine service, — and 
tlierc for the first time he beheld his future wife, then abloom- 
ing girl of sixteen, in company with an old maiden aunt, 
lie instantly fell in love with her, and learned to liis great 
surprise that she was the daughter of his townsinaii, Aubone 
Surtees, the banker. The Surteeses holding their heads 
rather high in Newcastle, she had not been allowed to go to 
tlie dancing school, — or Jack Scott must often have helped her 
to put on her shoes, and have presented her witli a nosegay. 
But they, quoting Camden, who says, Rivers have imposed 
names to some men as they have to towns situated on them, 
as the Old Baron Siir Tays, that is on the river Tays^ — 
claimed to be a younger branch of the family of Surtees of 
Dinsdalc, in Durham, on the banks of the Tecs, who held the 
barony of Gosforth in the reign of Henry I., — and they did 
not stoop to a visiting acquaintance with the Scotts, — bankers 
and COAL-FITTERS being considered the opposite extremes of 
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the trading world. John Scott contrived to be introduced to 
the aunt, who lived close by, and so made acquaintance 
with the niece. Being then a tall handsome young man, 
with black eyes, regular features, and most pleasing manners, 
he made an auspicious impression upon her ; and the fame of 
his prize essay, with which Newcastle had rung, no doubt 
helped the prepossession in favour of an admirer of whom 
she had heard so much, and Avho was supposed to be such a 
credit to the place of his nativity. He stayed a few days at 
a small inn at Sedgcfield, and before he left tlie village they 
had plighted to each other their mutual troth. 

When she returned to Newcastle, he was not permitted to 
see her at her father’s house, but they had flirtations on the 
Shields road, Avhcrc she used to ride, attended only by a man- 
servant, who was bribed to silence by an occasional half- 
crown. The riding scheme,” says Mr. John Surtees her 
brother, began in this Avay : Sir Walter Blackett, popularly 
called the King of Newcastle, then I suppose seventy years 
of ^age, used to lend Lady Eldon a handsome pony, and to 
accompany her on horseback, lie was called to London to 
attend Parliament, and died soon after. She, riding one of 
my father’s horses, continued her rides as before, and Lord 
Eldon used, I believe, to meet her.” He then goes on to 
state, that although Sir William Blackett might have in- 
tended to court her, she never considered him in any other 
light than that of a benign old man who was kind to her.” 

Miss Surtees came out at a Newcastle ball, given on the 
1st of September, 1771, on the occasion of a visit paid to 
that town by Henry Duke of «Cumberland, brother to 
George III. John Scott Avas there, but he did not venture 
to ask her to dance, — and, to conceal his new passion, he 
wrote to his friends as if he had still been under the SAvay of 
Miss Allgood. In a letter sent by him next morning to Mr. 
Bray he says, " The ladies arc, as Ave supposed, half mad 
about the Duke of Cumberland. Miss Surtees and my dear 
Bell, it seems, were frightened out of their wits when he 
danced with them.” However, at the next weekly assembly 
he contrived to dance with his new dulcinea, and the ice being 
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broken^ he openlj paid her marked attention. Beco][lecting 
these scenes, he said in his old age to his grand-niece, Miss 
Forster, At the Assembly Booms at Newcastle there were 
two rooms and a stair-head between them, so we always 
danced down the large room, across the stair-head, and into 
the other room. Then you know, Ellen, that was very con- 
venient, for the small room was a snug one to flirt in.” 

These flirtations gave rise to much gossip in the town of 
Newcastle, and the families of both parties became well ac- 
quainted with the devoted attachment of the enamoured pair. 
The Scotts very much regret ted Jack’s entanglement; but as 
the young lady herself was so charming, and her family was 
so respectable, they would not forbid the match, although they 
strongly counselled delay : — Thus wrote Mr. William Scott 
to his father : — “ In a letter from Jack I find that you are 
now fully acquainted with the affair between Miss Surtees 
and himself, and that you are kind enough to forgive any in- 
discretion which a rigid prudence might perhaps condemn. 
I must own, I am clearly of opinion, that, in consenting to his 
wishes, you act with a true paternal regard to his happiness, 
which, as far as I can judge from my own experience, would 
not be much promoted by a long continuance in college. 
The business in which I am engaged is so extremely dis- 
agreeable in itself, and is so destructive to health (if carried 
on with such success as can render it at all considerable in 
point of profit), that I do not wonder at his unwillingness to 
succeed me in it. The kindness of his friends, therefore, 
would be very judiciously employed in providing for him in 
some manner more agreeable to his own inclinations, and 
more consistent with his health. The purchase of a next 
presentation to a living is the most obvious way of giving him 
an early settlement. If you determine upon this method, the 
sooner we make the necessary inquiries the better. If you 
will give me leave, I will endeavour to procure what in- 
formation I can.” 

The Surtees family, on the other hand, were most hostile to 
the proposed union. Not only was their pride hurt by stories 
about the public-house kept by old Scott for his keelmen. 
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but they expected by their daughter, who was such a beauty, 
to make some splendid alliance. Not only had she engaged the 
affections of old Sir William Blackett, the member for the 
town, but Mr. Spearman, a young gentleman of considerable 
landed property in the county of Durham, and of great 
talents, although a little eccentric and flighty, and Mr. 
Erington, with a largo estate in Northumberland, and of 
respectable character, had already jiroposcd to her, and had 
been rejected, for the sake of Mr. John Scott. 

Mrs. Surtees had been a Miss Stephenson, and she had 
a brother, ]\Ir. Henry Stephenson, who was very rich, with 
a splendid mansion in Park Lane, a country-house at Tap- 
low in Berkshire, and a daughter, an only child. It was 
therefore resolved, that, to cut off all intercourse between 
Elizabeth and the coal-fitter’s son, she should he sent to spend 
some months with her relations in tlie south — a hope being 
entertained that she might be noticed by the Ducliess of 
Northumberland, and that being so advantageously intro- 
duced into society, she might j)roduce a sensation in the 
metropolis — a strict injunction being given that no inter- 
course, by word, or letter, or signal, should be allowed to her 
with Mr. John Scott. The old hoastman, hurt by this 
proceeding, likewise ordered Jack to think no more of Miss 
Surtees. 

“ St'd vetucre patres, quod non potuc*rc vetare. 

Ex a'quo captis anlcbunt incntibiis ambo.** 

The eager lover followed his mistress to London, and there, 
meeting his cousin Keay, who was his confidant, contrived 
measures for seeing her. She was noticed, as had been 
expected, by the Duchess of NortluunbcrlfWid, who would 
sometimes take her by the arm at Northumberland House, 
and present her to the guests as ‘^my Newcastle beauty.” 
^^The fellow of University” had then no means of intro- 
duction to the gay societies wdiich she frequented; but he 
went to a masquerade, to Kanelagh, and to the Opera-house, in 
the vain hope of descrying her.* At last, by watching in Park 

• While at the latter place, it is said that when the hope of discovering his 

inamorata was gone, taking no pleasure in the music, he fell asleep, — and he used 
to say that he fouiAl it opera atquc laborcs.’* ^ 
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Lane, he traced her to Hyde Park, and on several occasions, 
when she was walking there with a female companion, he 
contrived to have interviews with her — when they re- 
newed -their vows. 

Being obliged to return to Oxford, he wrote the follow- 
ing letter to Reay, who remained in London : — 

“Mon CHEii Ami, 

“ After being almost choked with dust, and suffering other in- 
conveniences too numerous to be related, we at length arrived 
once more upon tliis classic ground. Sad exchange, of Ranclagh 
for the lligh-strcct, — of dominos for gowns and caps, — of a stroll 
in Hyde Park, comitante Surtesia, for a trot up the hill with the 
hussar ! For your satisfaction, however, give me leave to inform 
you, that w<^ botli enjoy health of body, though strangers to peace 
of mind, and wear clean shirts, though wc have not a guinea! 
As Fisher and I were reduced to a melancholy duet by tlie dc- 
j)arture of llaverficdd, wc found no small pleasure in having an 
accession to our party by the arrival of Ridley and Young. As 
the latter has not opened his mouth nor his eyes since he came, 
thougli to my certain knowledge the bell has rung thrice a day, 
W’e yet consider ourselves as but a trio. Harry, whom JJature 
formed in a very philosophic mould, and endued with such a 
seeming indifference to place^ that one should conclude she in- 
tended him for a citizen of the world, expresses but little regret 
upon the occasion, and accommodates himself with great facility 
to the collegiate plan. How happy would it be for those who are 
doomed to drag on a few more years here, if they could acquire 
this blessed versatility, and thus calmly acquiesce in what they 
cannot avoid ! ” 

“I was about to begin my lamentations upon the invisibility 
of a certain fair one, but t am determined to check my inclination. 
If I do not talic the advice contained in that salutary aphorism, 

‘ Obsta principiis,’ the subject is so favourite an one, the theme 
so much my darling, that 1 generally forget that there is some- 
tliing impertinent in haring others upon topics indifferent to them, 
however interesting to yourself. If you have experienced this 
from me, I know you will make charitable allowances. I confess 
my weakness, and will guard against it. 

“ The Count of the Flaxen Empire * intends visiting this seat 
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of literature : I shall have the honour, I suppose, of escorting his 
mightiness around this place. His Burgundy must suffer for this 
in the long vacation. As to the dear little tigress of Taplow, 
I will not flatter myself with the hopes of seeing her, where 
a disappointment is so probable. 

“I had some thoughts of delivering your compliments to the 
Countess of the Hill * en passanty but I was deterred by consider- 
ations of propriety, nor was I certain liow far the awkwardness 
of a fellow of a college might have been detrimental to the 
interests of his friend with the lady. 

“ Come in ! — *tis the little barber ; which puts me in mind that 
I left the gentleman of Tanfield Court without paying him It 
was his own fault ; however, pray inform him that after our next 
charity sermon, he shall have his share of the collection : L e» when 
I come to town again I will pay him ; or, if he is in any great 
hurry for the cash, if you will ask him what sum his honour will 
be satisfied with, I will send it him by the first opportunity. 

‘^Pray remember me to Bunney, Lane, etc. ; and if invisibility 
become visible, then remember me, who am, with great sincerity, 

“ Your affectionate friend, 

, ‘‘ J. Scott. 

Univ. Coll., Wednesday.” 

It is said, that Invlsihility did become visibUy^ and that, 
travelling from Oxford in the night, at sunrise he had 
the happiness of some rencontres with the dear little tigress 
in the shady lanes near Taplow ; but this rests on no suffi- 
cient authority. — The London season then ended in May ; 
and after it was over she continued for some months in this 
charming retreat, along with her fair cousin, under a pretty 
strict surveillance. We have pleasing portraits of the young 
ladies as they appeared at this time, by Mr. W. E. Surtees. 

Of the two cousins Miss Surtees was the cider by some 
three years. Her figure was slight and of a short middle size ; 
her hair, of the deepest browm, streamed in rich ringlets over 
her ncek. From her mother (the beauty of a preceding 
generation) she had inherited features of exquisite regularity, 
as well as a strongly marked character, and a warm temper. 
Miss Stephenson, though yielding nothing in beauty to her 

* The Lady Mary O’Bryen, Countess of Orkney in her own right, who re- 
sided &t Taplow Coyprt. 
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cousin, had features somewhat less symmetricah The mouth, 
of an infantine simjdicity, but as sweet as that of a smiling 
infant, indicated more of pliability and less of individual 
character,” * 

Miss Surtees returned to Newcastle in the autumn. We 
are informed of few* particulars till the catastrophe, which I 
am now about to narrate ; but we know that a renewed offer 
of a very advantageous- match was made to her, — that her 
parents strongly pressed her to accept it, thinking that her 
childish predilection had been effaced by absence ; — that 
they expressed high displeasure when she talked of fidelity 
to her engagement, — and that they peremptorily told her 
she must comply with their wishes. John Scott being then 
at Newcastle, she contrived a meeting with him ; and, when 
she had stated the force that was put upon her inclinations, 
he proposed, as the only resource remaining to them, that 
she should run away with him. She blushed and consented. 

" The house in which Mr. Surtees lived was a very large 
old-fashioned building, in a row of houses called Sand-hill^ 
which fronts towards the town hall, the Exchange^ and the 
river. The ground-floor was occupied by the shop and 
warehouse of a Mr. Snow Clayton, an extensive clothier; 
but between the shop and the rest of the house there was no 
communication, each having a separate entrance. — Mr. J ohn 
Scott had an early friend of the name of Wilkinson, and 
to him he confided a plan for an eloj^ernent. Wilkinson, who 
was a young man of some small independence, which he 
contemplated investing in trade, had apprenticed liiinself to 
Clayton the clothier ; *and, as Clayton’s shop was under 
Mr. Surtees’s i^sidence, his aj)prentice must have possessed 
peculiar means of facilitating the escape. — The night of 
Wednesday, the 18th* of November, 1772, was that selected 

• He afterguards says, — “ She, too, had an early attachment ; but this, in 
accordance with the more ambitious views of her parents, she was induced to 
forego, and she became the bride of the Earl of Mexborough. In her hey-day, 
Altnack’s brightened at her smile ; and there, also, in age was she seen with 
cheeks where art had vainly tried to retrieve the faded bloom of nature, and 
restore the rosy light of youth. She was a ruin, from the otherwise serene ' 
beauty of whose aspect much was detracted by the injudicious introduction of 
parterres 611ed with Spring's gayest flowers ; but still, as it was said of her i>y 
one who could even then find sufficient traces of pristine brij^htness to command 
homage, flhe was * the finest ruin in England'" (p. 10.) 
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for the elopement. At that time the garrison within the 
house at Sand-hill was weakened by the absence of Mr. Sur- 
tees’s eldest son, William, who was on a visit of a few days’ 
duration to some friends. He had been the school-fellow 
of Mr. J ohii Scott, and, being nearly of the same age, would, 
if at home, have been very capable of either intercepting 
a flight or leading a pursuit. — Wilkinson was faithful to 
Scott in aiding and abetting the enterprise, and is supposed 
to have materially assisted him by concealing a ladder in the 
premises of Mr. Clayton below. A ladder, probably pro- 
duced by Wilkinson, was placed against the most westerly 
window of the first floor ; and down it Bessy Surtees, ^ ivith 
an unthrift lovc^^ descended into the arms of J ohn Scott.” * * 

The young lady behaved most heroically, and after great 
peril of being discovered and stopped, they reached a post- 
chaise which wjis in waiting for them. Instead of driving to 
Gretna Green and soliciting the aid of the blacksmith, they 
took the road by Morpeth to Coldstream, and over the 
border and away, ” they next morning reached the village of 
Blackshicls, close to Fala, only two stages from Edinburgh. 
Here they halted, and were married by the Keverend Mr. Bu- 
chanan, who was not, as has been often said, the established 
Presbyterian minister,” but the clergyman of an episcopal 
congregation at Haddington, f 

The following is the certificate of this marriage, which Lord 
Eldon had carefully preserved, and was found among his 
papers after his death : — 

“ John Scott, of the parish of All Saints, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 

* W. E. Siirteesi pp. 11 — 13., from ‘‘original sources of information.” The 
faitliful friend, so useful in this emergency, dying in 1801^ Lord Eldon, in a 
letter to Ileay, thus feelingly com mem orates him ; “ Before I sny a word about 
other matters, let me heave one sigh over James Wilkinson ! . It was but yestcr- 
<lay that wc three were engaged in the follies of childhood, and the sports of 
youth. The period which has since passed seems short, — how short, in all pro- 
bability, must that appear, then, which is yet to pass liefure wc shall be gathered 
together again.” 

\ The canons of the Church of Scotland are extremely strict about marriage, 
requiring a proclauiation of banns and the intervention of a minister, although, 
for civil purposes, marriage is constituted by consent of the parties in the pre- 
sence of any witness. 

The circumstance of Mr. Buchanan, usually residing at Haddington, has in- 
duced others to represent this town as the scene of the marriage. How he 
came' to beat Blackshiels, and how the runnaway couple were introduced to him, 
I have not been able to ascertain. «. 
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gentleman, and Elizabeth Surtees, of St. Nicholas pariah, in the CHAP, 
same town, spinster, were married at Blackshiels, North Britain, 
according to the form of matrimony prescribed and used by the „ 1772 
Church of England, on this 19th day of November 1772, by 

J. Buchanan, Minister. 

In pre- 1 J AMKS Fairbairn. 
sence of J Thomas Fairbairn.” 

As soon as the ceremony was performed and duly recorded, Their wed- 
the bride and bridegroom set olF on their return for their own 
country, meaning to pass the wedding night at Morpeth. 

When they arrived there, late in the evening, they found 
that a fiiir was holding in the town — a circumstance they 
had not noticed as they had hurried through in their journey 
to the north — and that all the inns were full. However, 
their peculiar situation becoming known, Mr. and Mrs. 

Nelson, of the Queen’s Head, good-naturedly gave up their 
own room to the new-married coujde. 

Great had been the consternation at Newcastle, caused by Conduct of 
their flight. Jane Scott, John’s twin-sister, had bcc!i his onthis oL 
confidante, and when she went to bed on Wednesday night, casion. 
she burst out a crying, saying to her sister Barbara, Oh, 

Babby, Jack has run away with Bessy Surtees to Scotland 
to be married — what will my father say ? ” They wept all 
night — but bathing their eyes in cold water, they composed 
themselves as they best could, and went down to breakfast in 
the morning. A letter from Jack to the old gentleman he read 
and put in his pocket, without saying a word or altering his 
countenance — and all that day the family remained in a state 
of suspense with respect to the line of conduct which lie would 
pursue. Thc*following morning he was melted by a contrite 
epistle from Morpeth, and Henry, the third brother, was des- 
patched thither with a jiardon, and an invitation to the young 
couple to take up their residence in Love Lane. The bride 
used to describe the third day of their marriage as very sfid : 

“ Our funds were exhausted ; ivc had not a home to go to, and 
we knew not whether our friends would ever speak to us again. 

In this mournful dilemma I suddenly espied from a window 
a fine large wolf-dog, belonging to the fam^y, called Loup, 
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walking along the street — a joyful sight, for I knew a friend 
was near, and in a few minutes John’s brother, Mr. Henry 
Scott, entered the room with tidings of peace.” The invita- 
tion to Love Lane was of course gladly accepted. 

But the Surtees’s were for some time implacable. Mrs. 
Surtees had been so affected by her daughter’s flight that she 
h«ad kept her bed for several days, and her mind fluctuated 
between sorrow and anger. She was still more irritated by 
receiving a letter from Mrs. Henry Stephenson, who, piqued 
that the good advice she had given her niece the preceding 
season had all been thrown away, said, — “ Mr. and Mrs. 
John Scott cannot be received in Park Lane, as our own 
family consists only of a dauglitcr with a very pretty face and 
a very good fortune, before whom it would be imprudent to 
present a sanction to elopements.” The old banker was so 
much displeased that he would not even speak to the old 
coal-fitter, with whom he used before to converse on friendly 
terms. But at last Montague ” broke through the re- 
serve, and going up to Capulet ” on the Exchange, said 
to him characteristically, — Why should this marriage 
make you so cool with me ? I was as little wishful for it 
as yourself : but since what is done cannot be undone, — 
for every hundred pounds you put down for your daughter, I 
will cover it with another for my son.” The answer was, 
— "You arc too forgiving; you arc too forgiving; that 
would be rewarding disobedience.” 

When the news transpired at Oxford, Mr. William Scott 
said to a friend there, " I suppose you have heard of this 
very foolish act of my very foolish hVother.” The softening 
observation being made, — "I hope it may Ifurn out better 
than you anticipate,” he replied, " Never, Sir, never ! he is 
completely ruined, nor can anything now save him from 
beggary. You do not know how unhappy this makes me, 
for 1 had good hopes of him till this last confounded step has 
destroyed all.” — The despair of Moises I have already com- 
memorated. 

A story is told that, in the present abject state of his for- 
tuneg, the future Chancellor was in great danger of being 
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punished for his imprudence by being condemned to spend 
the remainder of his days in selling figs and raisins. It is 
said that an old and very wealthy grocer, being childless, went 
to Scott the father, and saying, he took compassion bn the 
destitute condition of John,” offered at once to give him an 
equal share of his great business without any premium, — 
that the father was well pleased with the proposal, but said 
" lie could not accept it without consulting his oldest son, 
who was at Oxford,” — that he wrote to William accordingly, 
and that it was only upon William requesting that John 
might be sent back to his college, wife and all, and promising 
to do what he could for them, that the offer was rejected. 
But there is no written, and very slender parol evidence for 
this statement, and it was probably invented to multiply the 
marvels of Lord Eldon’s career. I do not believe that after 
his academical distinction he would ever have submitted to the 
degradation of standing behind a counter. At the very time 
wlien this negotiation is supposed to liave been going on, con- 
scious of his own upright intentions, and relying with some 
confidence on his own powers, he wrote the following spirited 
letter to his cousin Reay, then at Oxford ; 

“ My nEAi« Reay, 

“ It gives me some satisfaction to find that, amidst the censures 
of’ those whose frowns 1 despise, and the applause of othei’s, whose 
good opinion I am not very anxious to secure, a change of life on 
my part has not been attended with a change of sentiment on 
yours. Those who knew me not, were at liberty to deal out their 
plaudits, or express their disapprobation, in as strong terms as they 
pleased, and whilst I e^^pected, from impertinent ignorance or 
morose old ag(^ reflections upon my honour and my prudence, I 
was contented that the latter should be suspected by those friends, 
whose knowledge of me would lead them without hesitation (I 
flatter myself) to believe that I had acted with an unremitting 
attention to the former. Virtnte mea me involvo : and I can with 
the greatest confidence retire, from the harsh criticisms of a world 
which must ever remain ignorant of the justifying circumstances, 
to a heart which will never reproach me. I hope I shall not be 
suspected of vanity, if 1 assert that no man, who knew me tho- 
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roughly, would condemn me as consulting only the gratification of 
a boyish passion.” 

“ You have long known me, Hal ; you will not suspect , me of 
dissimulation, if, where there is so little occasion for any other ar- 
guments to disarm you of any suspicions with respect to the rec- 
titude of my conduct, I farther assert, in general terms, that I 
have only acted the unavoidable part : I cannot honourably de- 
scend to such particulars as may prove the truth of the assertion. 
I should not have said so much, if I had not been writing to a 
person whose behaviour has endeared him to me so greatly, that I 
should be uneasy under his disapprobation. 

‘‘ Such are the motives upon whi(!h the scheme was undertaken : 
it was executed with some wonderful escapes, and exhibits in my 
conduct some very remarkable generalship : I eluded the vigil- 
ance of three watchmen stationed in the neighbourhood, without 
the assistance of a bribe ; and contrived to be sixty miles from 
Newcastle before it was discovered tliat I had left the place. My 
wife is a perfect heroine, and behaved with a courage wdiich asto- 
nished me. In truth, fortes Fortunn javat : how else can I account 
for tlic first intimations about a scheme which I should not have 
dreamt ^vould ever have been thought of, — the success of a plan 
seemingly impracticable, — and the ready forgiveness of those 
whom I expected to have found unrelenting ? — I have now, Reay, 
bid adieu to all ambitious projects, because my highest ambition is 
gratified : though a husband, I am yet so much of a lover, as to 
tliink the world well lost, whilst I retain the aftections of one 
Avoinan, the esteem of a few friends, and the good wishes of Reay. 
Some of the good folks here, as you surmised, have starved me, 
out of pure pity : but though 1 shall not expire by a surfeit, I 
think I shall scarce die of hunger. 

♦ #***#* 


“ With respect to your being a candidate for my fellowship, the 
college will suifer no loss by my imprudence if I have such a 
successor : I expect to hear from you again soon : in the mean 
time, believe me to be, dear Reay, 

“ Your sincere friend, and 

“ (Upon your mother’s authority) 

“ Your aifectionate cousin, 

“ J, Scott, 

“ Wednesday.” 

A love-inatich may be a very silly and selfish action, or a 
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very wise and disinterested one — the suggestion of a passing CHAP, 
fancy, or the result of reflection and self-knowledge.” * The 
elopement of Mr. Scott and Miss Surtees was of a very jjij, 
venial character, and is chiefly to be regretted as giving 
countenance to a practice which can seldom admit of such a married 
palliations. Her parents, though they might reasonably 
refuse their consent to her union with a young man unable 
to support her, had no right to insist on her marrying 
another, when her affections were pre-engaged. His family 
having once countenanced the courtship, were not justified 
in suddenly trying to put a stop to it ; and it should always 
be remembered that he Avas ready to submit to all the ex- 
ertions, privations, and sacrifices demanded by the relation 
he thus clandestinely contracted. Ilotli made ample atone- 
ment to society for their oflcncc, if it Avas one. There never 
Avas a more faithful or affcctionato pair ; and they afforded 
a beautiful example of the consortium vitce, Avhich constitutes 
the essence of the married state. She conformed to his 
tastes, and thought only of his advancement. — One exaipplc 
is more Avortli than any amount of general praise. When 
her husband Avas qualifying himself for the bar, she Avould 
sit up Avith liim during his midnight studies, Avatching him 
Avith silent affection, and moving about on tip-toe that she 
might not disturb the connection of his thoughts. The faults 
of penuriousness and seclusion, Avhich she afterwards dis- 
played, grew out of the habits she acquired av hen exercising 
self-denial for his sake. He shoAved his deep sense of 
the obligations under Avhich he had come — not only by his 
unwearied exertions to' be able creditably to maintain her, 
but Avlien yoirth and beauty Avere gone, and peculiarities of 
temper and manners appeared in her Avhich Avere to be re- 
gretted, though excusable, — he still treated her Avith fond- 
ness. Being told, after the clandestine match of his eldest 
daughter. Lady Elizabeth, that he should force Lady Eldon 
into society, in order to chaperon the younger daiigliter. 

Lady Frances, — he replied, When she Avas young and 
beautiful, she gave up every thing for me. What she is, I 


Words of Lord Eldon in his old age » 
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have made her ; and I cannot now bring myself to eompel 
her inclinations. Our marriage prevented her mixing in 
society when it might have afforded her pleasure ; it appears 
to give pain now, and why should I interpose?” — ^When 
she was snatched away from him by death, he still tenderly 
cherished her memory. Witliin two or tliree years of his 
own decease, when a north-country friend came over to sec 
him at llushyford, the old peer observed to him, I know my 
fellow-townsmen at Newcastle complain of my never coming 
to see them, but how can I pass that bridge ?” — meaning the 
bridge across the Tyne, looking upon the Sandhill, Then 
musing on the dead — with tears in his eyes, — after a pause, 
he exclaimed, “ Poor Bessie ! if ever there was an angel 
on earth, she was one! The only reparation which one man 
can make to another for running away with his daughter, is 
to be exemplary in his conduct towards her.” 

But we have now to attend Mr. and Mrs. J ohn Scott in Love 
I^ane. She was, and therefore so was he, still most wretched, 
on account of the obduracy of her father, who vowed that 
he never would sec her more, nor forgive her even on his dc 
bed. But at length the old gentleman, hearing of her anguish, 
and feeling the want of her pious attentions, in which he 
had so much delighted, gradually relented, and sent her his 
forgiveness and his blessing. Her brother John, who was 
the bearer of this message, said, She threw her arms al)Out 
me in a transport of joy, and kissed me for a considerable 
time without intermission.” 

They now removed to Mr. Surtees’s house on Sandhill^ 
where they met with a kind receptioh. 

Soon after, “ Articles” were executed, Avhefeby Mr. Scott 
settled upon them 2000/., and Mr. Surtees 1000/. (which 
he afterwards doubled), to bear interest at 5/. per cent. 

I need not now formally refute the false statement which 
has been so often repeated, that Lord Eldon, never having 
been reconciled to Mr. Surtees, he showed his thirst for 
revenge by sealing with his own hand, when Chancellor, a 
commission of bankruptcy against him. Mr. Surtees lived 
and died in affluent circumstances, although the bank to 



LIFE OF LORD ELDOIT. 

which he belonged long afterwards failed ; and he lived with 
liis son-^in-law on terms of the greatest confidence and affec- 
tion.* 

• Of this I am able to give a very striking proof by a letter which has never 
yet appeared in print, showing that Mr. Scott was employed by Mr. Surtees in 
tlic very delicate matter of advising with him about tlic framing of his will : — > 
“ Honoured Sir, 

« i had this day delivered to me a parcel from you containing a will formerly 
made by you, and your instructions as to the alterations which you wish to be 
made ;it present. I shall take care to finish it the first thing I do, and will 
send it you as soon as I hear of any person coining to Newcastle, with whom it 
is prudent to entrust it. 

“ I have no difficulty about your meaning, except in a single particular or 
two. All your real and pei*soiial estate, except what is in the bank, you propose 
to leave to your eldest son, and the. heirs of his body lawfully begotten : that ex* 
pressirin, which 1 have scored under, will give your son, Mr. William Surtees, as 
ample a power of disposing of your lands absolutely from his family, in case it 
sliould be thought advisable by him to do so, as can possibly exist in law. As 
he lias children, I presume it is your intention to leave it entirely in his power ; 
and if that is so, this expression, viz. heirs of the body, you will probably think 
less proper than to give it to him and his heirSf without saying, of his body law-- 
fully begotten. The expressions do not differ in effect, except that, although 
both give the same power over the estate, any thing which your son may wish 
to do with the estate will be much more expensive to him if the words heirs of 
the bofly lawfully begotten arc used, than if the word heirs only is used. On the 
other hand, if you mean at all events to secure it to his children after his death, 
and, failing tlicm, to your own, according to their seniority of age, as in thetold 
will sent to me, the words, ‘heirs of the body lawfully begotten,’ will not do. 
You will be so obliging as to favour me with a letter explaining this. The per- 
sonal estate which you direct to be disposed of in the same way may also require 
yonr consideration : for personal estate given to a man and the heirs of his body 
lawfully begotten will not go in law to those heirs, but entirely to the man hiin- 
st‘lf. Nor is there any way of giving personal estate to a man but giving him 
it absolutely, and at bis own disposal, unless he is merely to take the interest of 
it, and the principal is to be tied up in the hands of trustees ; wbicb, 1 presume 
to think, is not what you mean to your very deserving son.* You will be so 
kind as to explain this point also. 

“ You are so very obliging, as, upon the supposition that Mrs. Scott and I may 
not survive you, to give her legacy to your grandson. As I hope in God you 
will sec a great many years, and it may happen that your daughter’s family may 
increase, I submit it to your goodness to determine whether, supposing it should 
])leasc God to remove my wife anti myself, you would not alter that matter, and 
give it, in that case, Xg John, in case wc have no more children living at your 
death ; but if wc have, etpially among and between him and the others. 

With respect to wliat is to be divided among your younger children, after 
^Irs. Surtees’s death, if I understand you right, it is to go amongst your three 
yfainger sons and your two daughters, if they arc all then living ; and if any of 
them die before, then among such of them as are left. Or do you mean that, if 
any of them should be then dead, and have left several or any children behind 
them, that those children should have what their parent, if then alive, would 


I Alluding to Lord Eldon’s school-fellow and eldest brother-in-law, Mr. 
William Surtees, who for many years resided at 31. Montagu Square, London, 
md between whom (till his death, on 1st January, 1832) and Lord Eldon an in- 
^iniiite intercourse and constant correspondence always continued. , 
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To bring this matrimonial narrative to a conclusion, I have 
only to state, that although no doubt was entertained about 
the marriage celebrated at Blackshiels being sufficient, both 
in law and religion, — with a view to easy evidence^of mar- 
riage in future times, it was thought right to follow the prac- 
tice of the Chancellor with respect to his wards, and to have 
the parties re-married in England, in conformity to the pro- 
visions of Lord Hardwicke’s act. Accordingly the ceremony 
was again performed in the parish church of St. Nicholas, 
Newcastle, in the presence of the father of the bride and the 
brother of the bridegroom, and the following entry Avas made 
of it in the register : — 

John Scott and Elizabeth Surtees, a minor, with the con- 
sent of her father, Aubone Surtees, Esq., and both of this 
parish, Avere married in this church, by licence, the 19th day 
of January, 1773, by me, 

CuTTi. Wilson, Curate. 

This marriage was solemnized between us, — 

• John Scott anil 1 In the presence of us, 

Elizabeth Surtees J Aubone Surtees, Henry Scott.” 

The bride and bridegroom, on this occasion, without tre- 
pidation, entered a post-chaise which waited for them at the 
clmrch door, — and, rapidly crossing the Tyne, bade adieu to 
Newcastle. 

** The world was all before them, where to choose 
ITieir place of rest, and Providence their guide.” 


have had ; or is it to be confined to your children, without giving the share of 
your child, in ca.se of his or her death, to his «r her children ? I beg the favour 
of your answer to those particulars. Give me leave to add, that I cannot help 
thinking all your family under extremely high obligation!^ to you ; and, for my 
own part, my gratitude shall be as Ia.sting as your kindness has been great. 

« Lord Ravenswortli called upon me on Friday, and be tells me your trade 
will certainly be protected. I am, with love and duty to Mrs. Surtees and 
yourself, in which Mrs. Scott and John beg to be joined with me, and also in 
love to all the family, dear Sir, 

“ Your much obliged and dutiful son, 

“John Scott. 

“ Please to excuse haste. 

« March 2. 1779.” 
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CHAPTER CXCIL 

CONTINUATION OF THE LIFE OF LORD ELDON TILL HE WAS 
CALLED TO THE KAR. 

It was now necessary that Mr. John Scott should form a 
new scheme of life. lie could no longer look to the Church 
as a profession. After the year of grace his fellowship was 
lost by his marriage, and he liad no other chance of eccle- 
siastical preferment. He resolved, if a college living should 
fall vacant within the year, to claim it, but immediately to 
begin the study of the law — having for a little time two 
strings to his bow* Although he by no means felt any en- 
thusiasm for his new profession, he knew that from a sense 
of* duty he should be able to submit to its labours. Accord- 
ingly, on his arrival in London, he was admitted of the Middle 
Temple. The following is a copy of his admission : — 

Die 28 Januarii 1773, Ma^ 
Johannes Scott, filius tertius Gullclmi Scott de Novo 
Gastello super Tinum, Armigeri, admissi^ est in Socictatem 
Medii Templi Londini specialitcr. Et dat pro fine 4/.” 

Mr. and Mrs. John Scott proceeded to Oxford, which was 
to be the jilace of their residence wliilc he was preparing for 
the bar. A lady, who met them at a friend’s house where 
they paid a visit on thcir’way, observed, in a letter written 
inaiiy years after, Her appearance was considered his 
sufficient apology, for she was extremely beautiful, and so 
very young, as to give the impression of childhood, especially 
ns her dress corresponded with that idea, the white frock and 
sash being in those days the distinguishing mark of a child, 
ns well as the flowing ringlets which hung around her 
shoulders.” 

Sir Robert Chambers, Principal of New Inn Hall, and 
Vinerian Professor of Law, had just been appointed a Juijge 
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in the East Indies^ and the job had been arranged that he 
should retain these appointments during his absence, per- 
forming their duties by deputy. Accordingly John Scott 
was named Vice Principal of New Inn ITall, having rooms 
for his family in the Lodge, and Vice Law Professor with a 
salary of 60/. a year, being merely to read the lectures written 
by his superior. He himself gave the following amusing 
account of his dehiit in this Ihic. The law professor sent 
me the first lecture wdiich I had to read immediately to the 
students, and which I began without knowing a single word 
that was in it. It was upon the statute (4 & 5 P. & M. c. 8.) 
^ Of young men running away with maidens.’ Fancy me 
reading with about 140 boys and young men all giggling at 
the professor ! Such a tittering audience no one ever had!” 

He likewise eked out his income by private pupils sent to 
him from University College ; and with the aid of a quarterly 
present from his brother William, and of strict good manage- 
ment, he and his wife could make the two ends meet. Tea 
parties were the only entertainments they could venture to 
give to their friends. At these symposia they sometimes had 
a no less distinguished guest than Dr. Samuel Johnson, and 
Mrs. John Scott used to relate that she herself helped him 
one evening to fifteen cups of his favoiu’ite beverage. 

Lord Eldon docs not seem, like his brother Sir William Scott, 
to have cultivated literary society on removing to Ijondon ; but 
he watched the great Lexicographer with much attention, and 
was eager to get into his company during his visits to Alma 
Mater. Tlie Doctor was so absent,” he would say, “ that I 
have seen him standing for a long* time without moving — 
with a foot on eacli side of the kennel, which* was then in the 
middle of the High Street, Oxford, — with his eyes fixed on 
tlie running water.” He related, that “ in the common room 
of University College, a controversialist having frequently 
interrupted «Johnsou during a narrative of what had fallen 
under his own observation, saying, * I deny that,’ he at last 
vociferated, * Sir, Sir, you must have forgot that an author 
has said. Plus neyahit imus asinus in und hora^ quam centum 
philosophi prohaverhit in centum atpuis^ ” — But the following 
is Ills best Johnsonian anecdote. " I had a walk .in New 
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Inn Hall Garden with Dr. Johnson, Sir Eobert Chambers, 
and some other gentlemen. Sir Eobert was gathering snails 
and throwing them over the wall into his neighbour’s garden. 
The Doctor reproached him very roughly, asserting that this 
was unmannerly and unneighbourly. ^ Sir,’ said Sir Eobert, 
^ my neighbour is a dissenter.’ ‘ Oh,’ said the Doctor, * if so. 
Chambers, toss away, toss away, as hard as you can.’ ” The 
real good humour here displayed makes us forget the apparent 
bigotry. 

At this time Lord Eldon gave the first specimen of his 
judicial powers — which must be allowed to have been very 
promising, although as yet lie had a very slender store of 
jurisprudential lore. Being senior resident fellow of Uni- 
versity College, two under-graduates came to complain to 
him that the cook had sent them up an apple-pie that could 
not he eaten^^ The defendant being summoned, said, I have 
a remarkably fine fillet of veal in the kitchen.” The Judge 
immediately overruled this plea as tendering an immaterial 
issue, and ordered a profert in curiam of the apple-pie. 'J’he 
messenger sent to execute this order brought intelligence that 
the other undergraduates, taking advantage of the absence of 
the two plaintilfs, had eaten np the whole of the apple-pie. 
Thereupon, judgment was thus pronounced : The charge 
here is, that the cook has sent up an apple-pie thlit cannot be 
eaten. Now that cannot be said to be uneatable which has 
been eaten ; and as this apple-pic has been eaten, it was eat- 
able. Let the cook be absolved.” He used to say, in telling 
the story, I often wished, in after life, that all the causes 1 
had to decide had been apple-j^ie causes^ and then no one could 
have complained of my doubts or delays. 

But he was now, by gigantic efforts, laying the foundation 
of the unrivalled rc 2 )utation as a great magistrate, which he 
acquired when presiding on the woolsack. Having taken 
his Master’s degree, on the 13th of February, 1773, — he 
began the study of the law with the most devoted reso- 
lution to conquer all its difficulties. There was but little 
chance of a college living falling in during his year of grace, 
and on the 1 9th of November following, — the anniversary of 
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his Blackshiels marriage, — he actually gave up his fellowship. 
His efforts were now redoubled, as his new profession afforded 
the only chance of his being able to maintain himself and his 
family. He rose in the morning at four — took little ex^cise — 
made short and abstemious meals, and sat up studying late 
at night — with a wet towel round his head to drive away 
drowsiness. I am grieved to hear that the reading of “ Coke 
upon Littleton ” is going out of fashion among law students. 
When I was commencing my legal curriculum, I was told 
this anecdote: — A young student asked Sir Vicary Gibbs how 
he should learn his profession. — Si?' Vicary . Read Coke 
uj)on Littleton.” — Student I have read Coke upon Lit- 
tleton.” Sir Vicary. Read Coke upon Littleton over 
again.” — Student I have read it twice over.” — Sir Vicary. 
“ Thrice ?” — Student Yes, three times over very carefully. 
Sir Vicary. You may now sit down and make an abstract 
of it.” If iny opinion is of any value, I would heartily join 
in the same advice. The book contains much that is obso- 
lete, and much that is altered by statutable enactment ; but 
no man can thoroughly understand the law as it now is 
without knowing the changes it has undergone, and no man 
can be acquainted with its liistory witliout being familiar 
with the writings of Lord Coke. Nor is he by any means so 
dry and forbidding as is generally supposed. He is certainly 
irnmethodical, but he is singularly perspicuous, he fixes the 
attention, his quaintness is often most amusing, and he ex- 
cites our admiration by the inexhaustible stores of erudition, 
which, without any effort, he seems spontaneously to pour 
forth. Thus were our genuine lawyers trained. Lord Eldon 
read Coke upon Littleton once, twice, and thrice, and made 
an abstract of the whole work as a useful exercise — obey- 
ing the wise injunction, ^^Lcgere rnultum — non ?nulta.^^ 
On the 8th of March, 1774, he had a fresh incentive to in- 
dustry, in the birth of a son. 

Soon after, his health suffering, he consulted a physician, who 
seriously advised him to be more moderate in his application : 
but he answered, It is no matter — I must either do as I am 
no\^ doing, or starve.” He had a little relaxation in going for a 
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few days, four times a year, to keep his terras in the Middle 
Temple, and during the general election in 1774, he paid a 
visit to his native place, when he took up his freedom, as the 
son of a hoastman,” and voted for Sir Walter Blackett and 
Sir Matthew White Ridley. It is said that in this journey, 
coming late at night to the Hen and Chickens, at Birmingham, 
the house he used to frequent in travelling between New- 
castle and Oxford, the landlady, seeing him look so dreadfully 
ill, insisted on dressing something hot for liis supper, saying, 
she was sure she should never sec him again.” 

While residing in New Inn Hall, his brother Henry 
married, and he wrote a number of letters to his new sister- 
in-law and to his other relations at Newcastle, which arc 
preserved ; but they are dreadfully stiff and dull, and indicate 
an utter loss of his ante-nuptial sprightlincss.* 

It was full time that he should be transferred to a livelier 
scene, and the approach of his call to the Bar rendered his 
residence in London indispensable. Accordingly, in the long 
vacation of 1775, he bade Oxford a final adieu, and he moved, 
with his family, to a small house in Cursitor Street, near 
Chancery Lane. This house he would point out to his 
friends late in life, saying, There was my first perch : 
many a time have I run down from Cursitor Street to Fleet 
Market to buy sixpenn’orth of sprats for our supper.” 

He now diligently attended the Courts in Westminster 
Hall, with his note-book in his hand. Lord Bathurst pre- 
siding in the Court of Chancery, from whom little was to be 
learned, he took his place in the students’ box in the Court 
of King’s Bench, where ’Lord Mansfield shone in the zenith 
of his fixme; but he never would acknowledge the extra- 
ordinary merits of this great Judge, and was always disposed 
to sneer at him. One source of prejudice was the marked 
predilection of the Christ Church man for his college, and the 
slighting manner in which he would talk of University” 
dong with all other colleges and halls at Oxford. This we 
shall find was the ostensible ground for Mr. Scott afterwards 
quitting the Common Law for Equity. 
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He seems to have been less struck by the learning of the 
Judges, than by tliat of Serjeant Hill — supposed to be the 
greatest black-letter lawyer since Maynard’s time, and as much 
celebrated for his eccentricity as his learning, — insomuch that 
on his wedding-night, going to his chambers in the Temple, 
and continuing there reading cases till next morning, he 

Thought of the ‘Year Books* and forgot his bride.** 

Lord Eldon related that, at their first interview in West- 
minster Hall, being entire strangers, the following dialogue 
took place between them : — Hilly stopping Scott, Pray, 
young gentleman, do you think herbage and pannage rateable 
to the poor’s rate?” — Scott, Sir, I cannot presume to give 
any opinion, inexperienced and unlearned as I am, to a person 
of your great knowledge and higli character in the profession.” 
— Hill. ^^Upon my word, you arc a pretty sensible young 
gentleman; I don’t often meet with such. If I had asked 
Mr. Burgess, a young man upon our circuit, the question, he 
would have told me that I was an old fool. You are an ex- 
traordinary sensible young gentleman.” * 

The custom being now pretty general for law students to 
become pupils of a special pleader, or of an equity draughts- 
ma-n, Mr. Scott would have been very glad to have conformed 
to it, if the state of his finances would have enabled him to 
pay the usual fee of a hundred guineas ; but this he could not 
do without borrowing, — a habit he ever held in abhorrence ; 
and he would have been without any preliminary discipline 
of this sort, if Mr. Duane, an eminent Catholic conveyancer f, 
liad not agreed to let him have the run of his chambers,” 
for six months, without a fee. He was particularly anxious 


* The first (lay I dined in Lincoln’s Inn Hall, a brother student, whose name 
I had not before Iicard of — but who has since deservedly reached high pro- 
fessional distinction — after a long silence in our mess, thus addressed me ; 
“ Pray, Sir, what is your opinion of the scintilla juris ? ” 1 entered into a dis- 
cussion with him about the /eedin^ of uses — but I am afraid I never could get 
him to think me “ an extraordinary sensible young gentleman.*' 

t At this lime conveyancing was chiefly in the hands of Homan Catholics. 
Being long dlsqualiflcd by their religion from being called to the Bar, they prac- 
tised successfully in chambers ; and being employed at first by their co-rc- 
ligionists, tlieir industry and learning forced them into general business. Charles 
Butlyr, whom 1 well knew, may be considered the last of this race. 
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to be initiated in this branch of the profession ; for ever since 
betook to the law, he cherished the plan of settling as a 
provincial counsel at Newcastle, where skill in conveyancing 
would have been essentially necessary to his success.* 

Soon after making this arrangement, he wrote the follow- 
ing letter to his brother Henry : — 

“Dear Brother, 

‘‘ I am at length settled in the circle of lawyers, and begin to 
breathe a little, after the laborious task of removing a family, which 
is a work as difficult as that of removing a mountain. You know., 
probably, that this is only a step preparatory to a settlement among 
you, which I begin to think is a prospect that brightens upon me 
every day. I have been exceedingly fortunate in forming my pre- 
vious connections, as the object which I had most at heart I have 
obtained. The great conveyancing of your country is done by 
Mr. Duane : it seemed to be, therefore, a most desirable thing to 
be connected with him, as his recommendation and instructions 
might probably operate much in my behalf hereafter. The great 
fear arose from his never having taken any person in the cha- 
racter of a pupil before, and the apprehension, that if he sbpuld 
now break through a general rule, it must be on terms with which 
I could not afford to comply ; but he has offered me every assist * 
ance in his power, and is so extremely ready to forward my 
sclicmes, as to declare himself contented with the satisfaction he 
will enjoy in contributing to the success of a person whom he is so 
uncommonly kind as even to honour. This conduct of his has 
taken a great load of uneasiness off* iny mind, as in fact our pro- 
fession is so exceedingly expensive, that I almost sink under it. I 
have got a house barely sufficient to hold my small family, wliich 
(so great is the demand for them here) will in rent and taxes cost 
me annually sixty pounds. I thank God, it will be only for two 
years at most. 1 have been buying books, too, for the last ten 
years, and I have got the mortification to find, that before I can 
settle, that article of trade — for as such I consider it — will cost me 
near two hundred pounds : — not to mention the price of a vo- 
luminous "wig. 

* So early as 28th May, 1774, he says, in a letter to his brother Henry : “ I 
hope once more to see you, about this time two years, when I intend, if I can 
manage it, to come your circuit; and in ca.se of encouragotnent, I shall, some 
three years after that, perhaps, settle in Newcastle. ” There is no foundation for 
the common opinion that his plan of settling at Newcastle originated from his 
bad success in London. ^ • 
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During the six months agreed upon^ he worked at Mr. 
Duane’s almost night and day, making a gigantic collection 
of precedents, and examining all the draughts and cases which 
went through the office. To this period of study he ascribed 
much of his success in the profession. When he referred, as 
he was fond of doing, to Mr. Duane’s liberality in taking him 
without a fee, he would add, That was a great kindness to 
me. He was a most worthy and excellent man. The know- 
ledge I acquired of conveyancing in his office was of infinite 
service to me during a long life in the Court of Chancery.” 

I will here finish what I have to relate of his legal studies. 
To supply the deficiency arising from his not having been 
with a special pleader or equity draughtsman, he copied all 
the MS. forms he could lay his hands upon. He was very 
proud of the volumes he thus compiled, and regretted their 
loss, suggesting that he had lent them to friends vnth a had 
memory.^'* Unconscious of the joke which I have often heard 
circulated against himself, — that when Chancellor, he greatly 
augmented his own library by borrowing books quoted at the 
bar, and, forgetting to return them, — he would say of such 
borrowers, Though backward in accounting^ they are well 
practised in hook-keejrlng,^^ 

He engaged in a course of reading, — the expediency of 
which I sliould doubt. It is well for the student to peruse 
consecutively the Reports of Lord Coke and of Plowdcn ; 
but Mr. Scott went through a systematic course of Reports, 
and coming down to a reporter of such low credit as Vernon^ 
he could tell the names of most of the cases reported, with 
the volume and page where they wel’c to be found. 

I wish I could add, that at the same time •’he attended to 
more elegant pursuits ; but for such a combination I fear that 
human strength is insufficient. lie seemed to have renounced 
all taste for classical learning with his academical cap and 
gown, and never to have taken the smallest interest in the 
literature of the day. He read a weekly newspaper, but no 
other periodical publication ; and although when a boy he had 
studied the Rambler, and Johnson’s earlier works, he is not 
supposed to have spared time from copying precedents to read 
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the '^Journey to the Hebrides,” or the “Lives of the Poets.” 
Hence we have to desiderate in him the vein of classical allu- 
sion, and the beautiful diction, which gave such a'charm to 
the conversation and compositions of Lord Stowell. But we 
ought to honour his unwearied industry, and to admire his 
stupendous acquirements in one department of human know- 
ledge. Before he had ever pleaded a cause, he was fit to 
preside on the bench, and there he would have given more 
satisfaction than most other members of the profession, who 
could boast of their “ lucubrationes viginti annoruin.” It 
must be remembered always, that he had by nature an admi- 
rable head for law, and that he seemed almost by an intuitive 
glance to penetrate into its most obscure mysteries. — He 
was ere long to reap the reward of his industry. 
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CHAPTER CXCIIL 

CONTINUATION OP THE LIFE OP LORD CHANCELLOR ELDON TILL 
HE RECEIVED A SILK GOWN, 

Mb. John Scott was called to the Bar by the Honourable 
Society of the Middle Temple on the 9th of February, 1776 ; 
but he did not go the Spring circuit, and he did not begin 
to appear as a candidate for iiractice till Easter term follow- 
ing. He used in his latter years to talk much of his bad 
sutcess at starting ; but I am bound to say that this he 
greatly exaggerated. It seems to me, that, with a view to 
enhance the marvel of his ultimate rise, he was unconsciously 
disposed to dwell rather too much upon the difficulties he had 
overcome, and to forget the encouragements he had met 
with, — till at last, by oft repetition, he himself gave faith to 
a representation of his first years at the bar considerably at 
variance with the correct fact. 

According to tlic following statement by himself, he 
was cheated of his maiden fee : — I had been called to the 
bar but a day or two, when, on coining out of court one 
morning, I was accosted by a dapper-looking attorney’s 
clerk, who handed me a motion paper, in some matter of 
course, which merely required to be authenticated by coun- 
sel’s signature. I signed the paper, ‘and the attorney’s clerk, 
taking it back from me, said, ^ A fine hand yours, Mr, Scott 
— an exceedingly’ fine hand ! It would be well if gentle- 
men at the bar would always take a little of your pains to 
ensure legibility. A beautifur hand. Sir.’ While he spoke 
thus, the eloquent clerk was fumbling first in one pocket, 
then in the other, till, with a hurried air, he said, ^A — 
a — a — , I really beg your pardon. Sir, but I have unfor- 
tunately left my purse on the table in the coffee-room op- 
posite ; pray do me the favour to remain here, and I will 
be back in onb moment,’ So speaking, the clerk vanished 
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with the rapidity of lightning, and I never set eyes qu him 
again.” 

He dilated often on the difficulty he had in procuring an 
equipage to go his first circuit. “ At last,” he continued, I 
hired a horse for myself, and borrowed another for an inex- 
perienced youth who was to ride behind me with my saddle- 
bags. But I thought my chance was gone ; for, having been 
engaged in a discussion with a travelling companion, on ap- 
proaching the assize town, I looked back, but there was no 
appearance of my clerk, and I was obliged to ride back 
several miles, till I found him crying by the road-side, his 
horse at some distance from him, and the saddle-bags still 
farther off, and it was not without great difficulty that I 
c;ould accomplish the reunion between them, which he had in 
vain attempted. Had I failed too in tliis undertaking, I 
never should have been Lord Chancellor.” 
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He represented Ills gains for twelve months after he put His first 
on his gown to amount to 9s. sterling, and no more, 

“ When I was called to the bar,” he would say, Bessy and 
I tliought all our -troubles were over; business wjis to pour 
in, and we were to be almost rich immediately. So I made 
a bargain with her, that during the following year all the 
money I should receive in the first eleven months should be 
mine, and whatever I should get in the twelfth month should 
bo hers. That was our agreement, and how do you tliiiik 
that it turned out ? In the twelfth month I received half a 


guinea ; eighteen pence went for charity, and Bessy got nine 
sliillings.* In the other eleven months I got not one shil- 
ling.” It may be triio, although it is highly improbable, 
(uonslderlng hm north-country connections, the friendship of 
Mr. Duane, and Iiis own agreeable nianncrs,) tliat he had no 
other business in London during his first year ; but in the 
summer of this year he went the northern circuit, where we 
know, from undoubted authority, that he prospered. There 
is extant a letter from Sir William to their brother Henry, 


* Tills must have been a half-gulnca motion, the last day of term — when 
there was a deduction [it used to be only Is. in the King’s Bench] for the benefit 
of poor prisoners confined fur debt. 
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written on the 2d of October, 1776, containing this passage; 
— brother Jack seems highly pleased with his circuit 
success. I hope it is only the beginning of future triumjAs. 
All appearances speak strongly in his favour. If he docs not 
succeed, I will never venture a conjecture upon any one 
thing again. He is very industrious, and has made great 
progress in the knowledge of his profession.” 

Lord Eldon had fallen into the belief that his famous ar- 
gument in Akroyd v. Smith, before Lord Thurlow, in the 
year 1780 was the first opportunity he over enjoyed of gain- 
ing distinction. But it now appears, that early in the year 
1777, he repeatedly harangued the freemen of Newcastle 
at a contested election for that borough, and that in the 
ensuing session of Parliament he was counsel before a com- 
mittee of the House of Commons, upon a petition which 
arose out of it. Stoney Bowes had lately married the 
Countess of Strathmore, after fighting a sham duel in defence 
of her honour, with the Reverend Bate Dudley, editor of the 
Morning Post, — and was now, in her right, become entitled 
to large estates in the county of Durham. During the honey- 
moon he announced himself as a candidate to represent New- 
castle on the death of Sir Walter Blackett ; and his absence 
being excused on account of the duties he had to discharge 
elsewhere, John Scott, retained as one of his counsel, not 
only argued the validity of votes on his behalf before the re- 
turning officer, but used to speak for him in public. As a 
mob orator, his townsmen considered him to have failed ; he 
proceeded with hesitation, stopped frequently, and with a 
nervous action raised his hand to his •mouth, as though to pull 
out the reluctant words.”* The printed poll-book shows thjit 
John Scott, along with his brothers William and Henry as 
freemen of the Iloastmans’ Company, voted for Bowes ; but 
Trevelyan, the opposite candidate, had a majority of votes, 
and was returned, f The poll lasted fourteen days, and our 
young barrister received an honorarium of 200 guineas, which 

* W. £. Surtees, .'>1. In a humorous piece acted on the Italian stage, 
where there is a similar difficulty experienced, runchinello runs his head into 
the stomach of the stammering orator — to make the words jump out. 

t to 1068. 
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he must have carried back to Bessy with great glee, although CH AP, 
somehow or another it afterwards slipped entirely from his * 

recollection. But his forgotten good fortune did not end a,». 1777. 
here. There being a petition against the return, he was re- He is 
tained for the petitioner, against Dunning, Serjeant Glynn, 
and Jack Lee — and, with mutual charges of bribery, the case election 
was fiercely fought many days. While it was pending, 
he wrote a letter to his brother Henry, who had been one of 
Bowes’s agents during the election ; in which, after stating 
that he had summed up the evidence for the petition that 
morning in a long speech, — that a greater impression had been 
made upon the committee than was expected, but that their 
witnesses had been rigorously cross-examined with a view to 
recrimination, he adds : — I hope you have not been so 
zealous as to overleap the bounds of law and prudence, for 
I take it for granted that they will spare nobody — our case 
has irritated and surprised them so much. I think, upon the 
whole, it will not be a void election, but will contribute to 
establish Bowes’s importance very much.” 

The committee at last reported that the sitting member 2, 
was duly elected, when John Scott, in another letter to his 
brother Henry, says, The committee cleared the room to 
take the sense of the majority ; but after debating two 
hours, they were so much divided, that they could not come 
to a determination. They met according to adjournment 
again yesterday, but again broke up Avithout a decision. 

This morning they inct a third time, and I am just informed, 
the majority is against us. Thus this Vexatious and frivo- 
lous petition’ has proved. respectable, though not successful.” 

A few days aftca'wards Sir William Avrotc : — "I am very happy 
to find that my brother John acquitted himself so much to 
the satisfaction of his friends in the matter of the petition. 

That affair is avcU ended for us all, — all circumstances 
considered-” * 

• These election proceedinp^ not having Injcn communicated to Mr. Twiss, he 
does not refer to them in his first second edition. In a note on the third, bu 
says, — Among the papers left by Lord Eldon there has been found no trace 
of, or allusion to, Mr, Bowes's retainers, nor is any memory of them extant in 
the Eldon family.” But the old Earl could hardly have forgotten briefs, con- 
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The same year Mr. John Scott, through the influence of 
his father-in-law, had a general retainer from the corporation 
of Newcastle, and received a brief, with several cniincht 
leaders, to support a claim of the Duke of Northumberland 
to an ancient office against Lord Gwydir. Of this last 
employment he would often talk, saying, “it was only a 
haiidsonic way of giving me twenty guineas a day for walk- 
ing down to the House of ♦Lords.” * 

This summer he again went the Northern Circuit, arid 
had evidently taken root there, having various briefs in the 
Crown Court at Newcastle, where the attorneys showed a 
disposition to employ him, and were well pleased with his 
performances. Above all, Mr. Cuthbert, the topping at- 
torney of the town, was his avowed patron, f 

111 the end of the preceding year lie had lost his father, 
Avho, by his will, left him a legacy of 1000/. He placed a 
tablet, with an unostentatious inscription, in St. Nicholas’s 
church, to the memory of the worthy coal-fitter, and always 
behaved with kindness to his surviving parent, who lived to 
see ^lim a peer. 

At this time, rather attracted by the harvest which he 
thought was ripe for him in his native place, than despairing 
of ultimate success in the metropolis, he resolved at once to 
settle as a provincial counsel ; and he actually hired a house 
in Pilgrim Street, on the bank of the Tyne; — the summit 
of his ambition being, as yet, the recordership of New- 
castle. 


sultations, and refreshers,” whicli must have bccvi so important to him ; and I 
suspect he became ashamed of his connection with a client who turned out such 
a reprobate. Many years after. Sir John Scott was examtned as a witness in 
the Court of Common Pleas to prove that, at the time of this contested election, 
Mr. Bowes and Lady Strathmore lived together on cordial terms. 

* VVhen the Duke was comniandcr-in-chief of the northern forces during the 
American war, his head-quarters being fixed at Newcastle, be was occasionally 
the guest of Mr. Surtees, when Mrs. John Scott and her infant son were there. 
His Grace would often take the boy on his knees, calling him his Captain, and 
saying good-humouredly, “ You shall soon be an officer in my regiment.” 

j* Ihe importance attached by the family to this patronage appears by a letter 
written at this time by Sir William, complaining much of Cnthbcrt’s conduct in 
some negotiation, in which he says, — “ However, Jack’s interest is concerned 
in not saying any thing affronting to him ; otherwise I should not spare him.” 
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Blit before he had removed his family from London he 
altered his plans, and made over the lease of his house in 
Pilgrim Street to his brother Henry. What was the cause 
of this Sudden change has not been cleared up to us. Mr. 
Heron, another leading Newcastle attorney well-affected to 
liim, strongly urged that London was the proper field for 
such powers and acquirements as his, and added, only go, 
and I’ll give you a guinea now, on condition that you give 
me a thousand when you’re Chancellor.” So saying, he 
handed him a guinea, which Mr. John Scott, who did not 
like to refuse money, was proceeding to put into his pocket. 
On this Sir William, who was present at the deliberation, 
exclaimed, in a tone of remonstrance, Jack, you’re robbing 
Heron of his guinea,” and it was returned. I suspect that 
London was at this time preferred on account of a promise 
given by Lord Thurlow, on the application of Lord Darling- 
ton, — though never fulfilled, — to confer upon Mr. John 
»Scott a commissionersliip of bankrupts. Accustomed to 
doubt long on questions of law, he ever showed great de- 
cision in acting where his own interests were concerned. 
“ I much question,” says Mr. W. E. Surtees, whether, in 
Ills whole life, he was ever j)rcventcd by his doubts from 
undertaking any enterprise which promised advantage. His 
were the doubts of the courageous but cautious general, who, 
even while making his advance, prepares for the hard neces- 
sity of retreat.” 

In this transaction Ave have a striking instance of his 
characteristic caution and the liberties with fact which he 
deemed justifiable. Although he was to part with all interest 
in the house, and he had abandoned for the present all notion 
of settling in Newcastle, he Avrites from London to his 
brother Henry : You will be so kind as to second my 
wishes to keep Newcastle open for me, in case I am defeated 
here, and, for that purpose, to assert that I have not re- 
linquished, but only delayed for a short time, ray plan of 
settling there.” And in a subsequent letter he says to 
Henry, avIio seems himself actually to have been taken in 
by these statements ; “ I thought we had understood e^ch 

VOL. Yll. E 
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Other too well, to make it possible for you to rieceive any 
disturbance upon the subject of the house. I wished only 
to have it held out to the world, and, among the rest, to 
Cuthbert himself, that I might have the house again at a 
short warning — by way of impressing them and him with so 
strong an idea of an intention in me hereafter to settle at 
N. C. as effectually to prevent any other person from taking 
that step in the mean time.* . . . Previous to my receiving 
Cuthbert’s letter to-day, I had wrote to him, proposing a 
different method of transferring my interest, and telling him 
that I had determined to part with the whole of it, contrary 
to his advice, and to run the risk of getting another when I 
wanted it. If he interprets this into an intention of giving 
N. C, up absolutely, you may give him the most positive 
assurances to the contrary, — telling him and other people 
{for it is but a white Ige), that, as I have taken this step 
to suit your convenience, wc shall easily settle any difficulty 
that may arise.” — Henry accepted an assignment of the 
hoyse, in spite of the remonstrance of Sir William, who 
thought it would involve him in too great expense, and had 
thus concluded a letter, inculcating upon him frugality and 
attention to business: Wc inherit from our deceased father 
not only a provision, but, what is more, an example.” 

Mr. John Scott, moving from his first perch” in Cursitor 
Street, now took a small house in Carey Street, which, from 
its vicinity to Lincoln’s Inn, obviated the necessity of his 
holding chambers at the same time. Still continuing regu- 
larly to go the circuit, and so far considering himself a com- 
mon lawyer, he had transferred himself to the Court of 
Chancery, as his usual place of practising in London. Of 


* This explanation reminds one of the scene in Foot’s farce of The LrAR»” 
where even Papillon had been taken in by Young Welding’s circumstantial ac- 
count of his marriage at Abingdon, in the county of Berks, to the imaginary 
Miss Lydia Sybthorp : 

Pap, “ I am amazed, Sir, that you have so carefully concealed this transaction 
froni me. ” 

K Weld, “ Heyday 1 what, do you believe it too ? ” 

Pap. “ Believe it ! Why, is not the story of the marriage true ? ’* 
y. Weld. “ Not a syllabic.” 

Pap. ** And the cart, and the pistol, and the poker? ” 

T, Weld, “ All^mvention ! And were you really taken in ? ” 
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this transfer he used to give the following account The 
Court of Chancery was not my object when first called to the 
bar. I first took my scat in the King's Bench ; but I soon 
perceived, or thought I perceived, a preference in Lord 
Mansfield for young lawyers who had been bred at West- 
minster School and Christ Church, and as I had belonged 
neitlier to Westminster nor Christ Church, I thought I 
should not have a fair chance with my fellows, and therefore 
I crossed over to the other side of the Hall.”* 

The experiment was at first by no means successful. The 
old Chancery practitioners were a little hurt at seeing among 
them a new candidate for business, who had not been regu- 
larly bred to their craft ; but they felt no alarm, and they 
sneered at the notion of a man aspiring to be an equity law- 
yer who had never penned a bill or answer in an equity 
draughtsman’s office. For a year or two their predictions 
were verified. In January, 1779, Sir William writes to his 
brother Henry, — Business is very dull with poor Jack — 
very dull indeed ; and of consequence he is not very lively. 
I heartily wish that business may brisken a little, or he will 
be heartily sick of his profession. I do all I can to keep up 
his spirits, but he is very gloomy. But mum! not a word of 
this to the wife of your bosom.” — He filled up his time by 
diligently reading every thing to be found in print, connected 
with the practice and doctrine of courts of equity, till con- 
tinued hard study, or continued low spirits from want of 
business in London, began to undermine his health. He con- 
sulted Dr. Heberden, who despatched him to Bath, with an 
intimation that if in three or four weeks the waters should 
bring out the gout, all was well ; but if this result was not 
effected, he must prepare for the worst. In narrating this 
interview, he said, “ I then put my hand into my pocket, 
meaning to give the doctor his fee ; but he stopped me, ask- 
ing, ^ Are you the young gentleman who gained the prize for 

* Tlie nuniber of counsel at that time practising in Chancery is said not to 
have exceeded twelve or fifteen. Till many years after, the proceedings of that 
Court were never noticed in the newspapers ; and an equity counsel, as such, 
^as rather an obscure character. 
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the essay at Oxford?’ I said I was. ‘I will take no fee 
from you. Go to Bath, and let me see you when you return.’ 
He was a very kind man ; he would never take a fee from 
me.” — The Bath waters did produce a fit of the gout, -and the 
patient’s health was improved. 

His professional prospects were still discouraging ; but he 
was afterwards in the habit of considerably overstating his 
supposed fiiilure. He would say, One year I did not go 
the circuit, because I could not afford it. I had borrowed 
of my brother for several circuits, without getting adequate 
remuneration.” Whereas it is proved by the circuit records 
that he regularly attended the assizes in the four northern 
counties from the time when ho first joined it, and that he 
could only have been absent one spring circuit from York 
and Lancaster, where, as yet, he was little known. In re- 
ference to his obscurity there, the Keverend Sidney Smith, 
in an assize sermon delivered in York Cathedral, in 1824, 
from the text, And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up and 
tempted him,” * — for the encouragement of the desponding 
yoifng barristers, said, Fifty years ago, the person at the 
head of his profession, the greatest lawyer now in England, 
perhaps in the world, stood in this church on such an occasion 
as the present, as obscure, as unknown, and as much doubt- 
ing of his future prospects as the humblest individual of the 
profession here present.” But in the four northern counties 
he had almost from his first start a good share of business. 
It is curious to think that this chiefly consisted in defending 
prisoners in the Crown court — or what is jocularly called in 
the profession the ‘‘rope-walk.” But he had not the common 
reputation of lawyers who are eminent in tfiis line, — that 
they greatly assist in the execution of the criminal law by 
hanging their clients ; — for instead of getting out the truth 
by indiscreet cross-examinations, he was wont to say, that he 
had been a most effective advocate for prisoners, for that he 
seldom put a question to a prosecutor. He told this story 
to illustrate his practice: “I was counsel for a highwayman 


♦ Luke X. 23 , 
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at Dui'ham, who was certainly guilty, but against whom no 
sufficient case was made out by legal evidence: I would not 
aid the prosecution by cross-examination, and remaining 
quiet, tny client was acquitted and discharged. Sitting in 
my lodgings in the evening, a very ill-looking fellow, whose 
face I had seen before, but could not at first recollect where 
— for he had changed his dress — burst in, my clerk being 
absent — and said, ^ Lawyer Scott, you owe me two guineas. 
You were my counsellor to-day, and you did nothing for 
me. I am, therefore, come to have my fee back again : and 
my fee I will have.’ I seized the poker, and said, ^ Sirrah, 
although you escaped to-day, when you deserved to be 
hanged, you shall be hanged to-morrow for attempting to rob 
me, unless you instantly depart.’ At that moment my clerk 
luckily came in, and the highwayman slunk off, or I am not 
sure that he would not have carried away with him not only 
his own fee, but all the fees I had received on the circuit.” 

He had for some time succeeded so much better in the 
country than in liondon, that he again seriously mediti^ited 
becoming a provincial.” 1 believe that, if there had not 
been a speedy turn in his metropolitan practice, he would 
have carried it into effect ; and, considering the important 
part he played during the King’s illnesses, and on the disso- 
lution of several administrations, who can tell how the his- 
tory of the country might have been changed if he had been 
only Recorder of Newcastle, instead of being Lord High 
Chancellor of Great Britain ! 

But his extraordinary merit as a lawyer was now about to 
be disclosed to all the Vorld ; and from this time his rise 
was rapid and ‘steady. He is only known to have had one 
brief before Lord Chancellor Bathurst, who was then en- 
tirely under the dominion of Thurlow, the Attorney General. 
After Thurlow and Wedderburn had argued the case at con- 
siderable length for opposing parties, between whom it was 
supposed to lie, and Lord Bathurst had intimated a strong 
opinion in favour of Thurlow’s client, Scott, a very young 
nifin, and wholly unknown, appeared as counsel for a third 
party. The Chancellor was disposed (though with much 
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courtesy) to conclude that the young counsel could not cast 
much light upon the controversy. * Still he suffered him to 
speaks — but without indicating any symptom of being con* 
vinced — when Thurlow rose, and in a very decided tbne ex- 
claimed, " My Lord, Mr. Scott is right ; ” and dictated a 
decree acordingly.* 

The first important case in which he seems to have been 
employed in the Court of Chancery was Green v. Howard f , 
in which he was junior to Mr. Ambler and Mr. Maddocks, 
and in vain tried to persuade Lord Thurlow, who had 
lately succeeded to the Great Seal, that a bequest to the 
testator^s relations” would extend beyond that class of 
relations who, had he died intestate, would have taken under 
the “ Statute of Distributions.” His argument on this 
occasion, though badly reported, seems to have been very 
creditable to him. 

But his fortune was made by Ackroyd v. Smithson, { Not 
more than three weeks before his death, he gave the follow- 
ing^very interesting account of that case to Mr. Farrer, who 
was dining with him, and put a question to him respecting 
it. Come, help yourself to a glass of Newcastle port, and 
give me a little. You must know that the testator in that 
cause had directed his real estates to be sold, and after 
paying his debts, and funeral and testamentary expences, the 
residue of the money to be divided into fifteen parts — which 
he gave to fifteen persons whom he named in his will. One 
of those persons died in the testator’s lifetime. A bill was 
filed by the next of kin, claiming, amongst other things, the 
lapsed share. A brief was given mC to consent for the heir- 
at-law, upon the hearing of the cause. I hatl nothing then 
to do but to pore over this brief. I went through all the 
cases in the books, and satisfied myself that the lapsed share 
was to be considered as real estate, and belonged to my client 
(the heir-at-law). *Thc cause came on at the Bolls, before 

* On Lord Eldon's own authority. — Sir Vicary Gibbs told me, that on the 
Western Circuit, when counsel for the plaintiff, Baron Graham was for deciding 
in his favour ; but he insisted on being nonsuited, 
t 6th Feb. 1779. Br. Chancery Cases, p. 31. 
t Brown’s Chantry Cases, vol. iii. p. 300. 
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Sir Thomas Sewell. I told the solicitor, who sent me the 
brief, that I should consent for the hejr-at-law, so far as re- 
garded the due execution of the will, but that I must support 
the title of the heir to the one-fifteenth, which had lapsed. 
Accordingly, I did argue it, and went through all the autho- 
rities. When Sir Thomas Sewell went out of Court, he 
asked the Register who that young man was ? The Register 
told him it was Mr. Scott. ‘ He has argued very well,’ said 
Sir Thomas Sewell, ^but I cannot agree with him.’ This 
the Register told me. He decreed against my client. The 
cause having been carried, by appeal, to the Lord Chancellor 
Thurlow, a guinea brief was again brought to me to consent. 
I told my client, if he meant by ^consent’ to give up the 
claim of the heir to the lapsed share, he must take his brief 
elsewhere, for I would not hold it without arguing that point. 
He said something about young men being obstinate, but 
that I must do as I thought right. You see the lucky 
thing was, there being tioo other parties, and, the disap- 
pointed one not being content, there was an appeal to Lord 
Thurlow. — In the mean while they had written to Mr. 
Johnston, Recorder of York, guardian to the young heir-at- 
law, and a clever man, but his answer was, * Do not send 
good money after bad : let Mr. Scott have a guinea to give 
consent, and if he will argue, why let him do so, but give 
him no more.’ So I went into Court, and when Lord Thur- 
low asked who was to appear for the heir-at-law, I rose, and 
said modestly, ^ That I was ; and as I could not but think 
(with much deference to the Master of the Rolls, for I might 
be wrong,) that my client had the right to the property, if 
his Lordship would give me leave, I would argue it.’ — ‘It 
was rather arduous for me to rise Jigainst all the eminent 
counsel. I do not say that their opinions were against me, 
but they were employed against me. However, I argued that 
the testator had ordered this fifteenth sliare of the property 
to be converted into personal property, for the benefit of one 
particular individual, and that therefore he never contemplated 
its coming into possession of either the next of kin, or the 
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residuary legatee ; but, being land at the death of the Indi- 
vidual, it came to the heir-at-law. — Well, Thurlow took 
three days to consider, and then delivered his judgment in 
accordance with my speech, and that speech is in print, and 
has decided all similar questions ever since. — As I left the 
Hall, a respectable solicitor of the name of Forster came up, 
and touched me on the shoulder, and said, ^ Young man, 
your bread and butter Is cut for life,’ or ^ You have cut your 
bread and butter.’ — But the story of Adtroyd v. Smithson 
does not stop there. In the Chancellor’s Court of Lancaster, 
where Dunning (Lord Ashburton) was Chancellor, a brief 
was given me in a cause in which the interest of my client 
would oblige me to support, by argument, the reverse of that 
which had been decided by the decree in Ackroyd v. Sinithsom 
When I had stated to the Court the point I was going to 
argue, Dunning said, ^ Sit down, young man.’ — As I did 
not immediately comply, he repeated, ‘ Sit down. Sir, I 
won’t hear you.’ — I then sat down. Dunning said, 
believe your name is Scott, Sir.’— I said it was. Upon 
wbith Dunning went on: — * Mr. Scott, did not you argue 
that case of Ackroyd v. Smithson?'* — I said that I did argue 
it. — Dunning tlicn said, ^ Mr. Scott, I have read your argu- 
ment in that case of Ackroyd v. Smithson^ and I defy you, or 
any man in England, to answer it. I won’t hear you.’ ”* 
Mr. Scott’s argument in Ackroyd v. Smithson made a great 
sensation in Westminster Hall, and, in the words of Lord 
Byron, next day he awoke and found himself famous,” — 
although from the nature of the subject the eclat could not 
be compared with that acquired nearly about the same time 
by ErskIne as counsel for Captain Bailllc. JBut erroneous 
accounts have been given of its immediate consequences. 
Several writers have said that Lord Thurlow Immcdisitely 
offered him a mastership in Chancery. Such an offer would 
have been gladly accepted but was never made. The fulfil- 
ment of the promise of a Commissionership of Bankrupts 
was still in vain expected, and the Chancellor being some 
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years afterwards interrogated on this subject, said that " from 
his high opinion of Scott he had not given him the appoint- 
ment, as it might have been his ruin.” * Again, it is said 
that not long afterwards an offer was made to him of the 
rccordership of Newcastle, and that, having accepted it, he 
caused a house to be engaged for him there ; but Mr. W. S. 
Surtees has satisfactorily proved that he never was Recorder 
of Newcastle, and that no offer of that office could ever have 
been made to him. The story of tlie residence must have 
originated from the house which he actually did engage in 
1777, and which he assigned over to his brother Henry, f 

The year 1780 continued a very lucky one for him. On 
the dissolution of Parliament, Mr. Barnes being returned, 
with Sir Matthew White Ridley, for Newcastle, there was a 
petition against them by Mr. Delaval, the unsuccessful can- 
didate, and Mr. Scott being their counsel with Jack Lee, 
after the committee had sat many da 3 '^s, and many fees were 
received, the petition was voted " frivolous and vexatious.” 

He was about this time in great peril from Lord George 
Gordon’s mobs, and, what was worse, Mrs. Scott was exposed 
to insult — when he was taking her for safety to the Temple, 
which was fortified. I observe that the lawyers all pretended 
to great prowess in this emergency. Wc have seen Erskine’s 
boasting narrative of his putting the insurgents to rout with 
a piece of artillery. Lord Eldon, after stating liow his wife’s 
hat was lost, and every article of her dress was torn, proceeded 
with much quiet humour, "We youngsters at the Temple 
determined that we would not remain inactive during such 
times ; so we introduced* ourselves into a troop to assist the 
military. We»armed ourselves as well as we could, and the 
next morning we drew up in the court, ready to follow out a 
troop of soldiers who ^yere there on guard. When, however, 
the soldiers had passed through the gate, it was suddenly shut 

* Lord Eldon said, — “ I have now a letter in which Lord ThurTow promised 
me a Conimissionership of Bankruptcy when it would have been most valuable 
to nie in point of income; he never gave it me, and he always said it was a 
lavour to me to withhold it. What he meant was, th.it he had learned (a clear 
truth) that I was by nature very indolent, and it was only want that could make 
me industrious.” 

t Surtees, ch. ii. 
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in our faces^ and the officer in command shouted from the 
other side, * Gentlemen, I am much obliged to you for your 
intended assistance, but I do not choose to allow my soldiers 
to be shot; so I have ordered you to be locked in,’ —and 
away he galloped.” 

The following year saw Mr. Scott fully established in 
business, and an uninterrupted tide of prosperity flowed in 
upon him for the rest of his life. Pond of making people stare 
when he referred, in his old age, to his early history, he would 
sometimes ascribe all his success to the accident of being em- 
ployed as counsel before the Clitheroe election committee — 
which he thus narrated : — Mr. (afterwards Lord) Curzon, 
and four or five gentlemen, came to my door and woke me, 
and when I inquired what they wanted, they stated that the 
Clitheroe election case was to come on, that morning at ten 
o’clock, before a committee of the House of Commons ; that 
Mr. Cooper had written to say he was detained at Oxford by 
illness, and could not arrive to lead the cause ; and that Mr. 
Hardinge, the next counsel, refused to do so, because he was 
not prepared. ^ Well, gentlemen,’ said I, ^what do you ex- 
pect me to do, that you are here?’ They answered, Hhey 
did not know what to expect or to do, for the cause must 
come on at ten o’clock, and they were totally unprepared, and 
had been recommended to me, as a young and promising 
counsel.’ I answered, ^ I will tell you what I can do, 1 can 
undertake to make a dry statement of facts, if that will con- 
tent you, gentlemen, but more I cannot do, for I have no time 
to make myself acquainted with the law.’ They said that 
must do ; so I begged they would go down stairs and let me 
get up, as fast as I could. Well, I did state the facts, and 
the cause went on for fifteen days. It found me poor enough, 
but I began to be rich before it was done : they left me fifty 
guineas at the beginning ; then there were ten guineas every 
day, and ^ five guineas every evening for a consultation — 
more money than I could count. But, better still, the length 
of the cause gave me time to make myself thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the law. — On the morning, on which the 
counsel for the petitioner was to reply, Hardinge came into 
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the committee room, meaning to reply. I saw the members 
of the committee put their heads together, and then one of 
them said, ‘ Mr. Hardinge, Mr. Scott opened this case, and 
has attended it throughout, and the committee think, that, if 
he likes to reply, he ought to do so : Mr. Scott, would you 
like to reply?’ — I answered ^that I would do my best.’ I 
began my speech with a very bad joke. You must know that 
the leading counsel on the other side, Douglas, afterwards 
Lord Glenbervie, had made one of the longest speeches ever 
known before a committee, and had argued that the borough 
of Clitheroe was not a borough by prescription, for it had its 
origin within the memory of man. I began by saying, 
^ I will prove to the committee by the best evidence, that 
the borough of Clitheroe is a borough by prescription; 
that it had its origin before the memory of man. My 
learned friend will admit the commencement of this 
borough was before the commencement of his speech : but the 
commencement of his speech is beyond the memory of man : 
therefore the borough of Clitheroe must have commenced J)e- 
fore the memory of man.’ We were beaten in the committee 
by one vote. After this speech, Mansfield, afterwards Sir 
James Mansfield, came up to me in Westminster Hall, and 
said he heard that I was going to leave London, but strongly 
advised me to remain in London. I told him that I could 
not, that I had taken a house in Newcastle, that I had an in- 
creasing family, in short, that 1 was compelled to quit Lon- 
don. Afterwards Wilson came to me and pressed me in the 
same manner to remain in London, adding what was very 
kind, ^that he would insifre me 400/. the next year.’ I gave 
him the same aifswcr as I had given Mansfield. However, I 
did remain in London, and lived to make Mansfield Chief 
Justice of the Common Pleas, and Wilson a Puisne 
Judge.”* 

This narrative is chargeable with several inaccuracies 
which show that Lord Eldon’s senile reminiscences of his 
youth are to be taken with grains of allowance. How the 
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counsel should have allowed the committee to encroach on 
the privileges of the Bar, and dictate who should reply, is 
rather incredible, and I cannot help suspecting that the argu- 
ment to prove the antiquity of the borough of Clithcroe had 
been premeditated, instead of being improvised. But, if he 
asserted to Sir James Mansfield and Mr. Wilson that a house 
was then taken for him at Newcastle, this was a white 
lye.” His supposed determination then to retire from 
London, on account of professional disappointments and 
pecuniary embarrassment, must have been pure invention, 
as his fortune had been made, more than a year before, 
by Acliroyd v. Smithsoriy — and (best of all !) Wilson, — having 
been created a Judge of the Court of Common Pleas by 
Lord Thurlow, — died in the year 1793, eight years before 
Lord Eldon was Chancellor ! 

It is likewise said, that he first got into the lead of civil 
causes on the circuit by lucky hits. I am glad that the 
account very generally circulated of his earliest triumph 
in the North is not in the " Anecdote Book,” as it 
must be fabulous. He was retained as junior counsel in 
an action of assault by a Mr. Fermor against a Miss Saus- 
tern, an elderly maiden lady. His leader was absent ; and, 
having addressed the jury, he proved by witnesses, that, the 
parties playing at Whist, high words arose between them, — 
whereupon the defendant threw her cards at the plaintiflF, 
which knocked him down. The defendant’s counsel argued, 
that there was a fatal variance between the allegata and pro- 
hattty — the declaration stating that the defendant assaulted 
the plaintiff with her handy — wlieVeas the assault was com- 
mitted by pieces of pasteboard converted intfl missiles. The 
plaintiff was about to be nonsuited, when Mr. Scott insisted 
^ that the proofs substantially supiiortcd the averment in the 
declaration of an assault committed with the hand; for that, 
in the common parlance of the card-table, which alone ought 
to be regarded in such a case, the ^ hand ’ means the ^ hand 
of cards,’ — and therefore that Miss Saustem, having thrown 
her cards in Mr. Fermor’s face, had clearly assaulted the 
plaintiff with her haiuV Tlie Judge then overruled the ob- 
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jectlon, and the jury found a verdict for the plaintiff,,, with 
large damages.”* 

At times he would himself ascribe his success on the circuit 
to his having gained a verdict in a great mining cause against 
the summing up of Buller. When I went to the ball, that 
evening,” he would boast, " I was received with open arms 
by every one. Oh 1 my fame was established ; I really think 
I might have married half the pretty girls in the room that 
night. Never was a man so courted I” 

Then he would relate how, after going seven years to 
Carlisle without any business, he had a guinea brief delivered 
to him by accident, for the defendant in an assault case, where 
tlie plaintiff^s attorney’s name being Hobson, he made a very 
obvious and bad joke about Hobson’s choice,” and induced 
the jury to give one penny damages. Thus he concluded his 
narrative ; “ When I record that, at the same assizes, I re- 
ceived seventy guineas for this joke — for briefs came in 
rapidly — I record a fact, which proves that a lawyer may 
begin to acquire wealth by a little pleasantry, who mi<jht 
long wait before professional knowledge introduced him into 
notice. 

But he would assert, that he was first brought into notice 
on the circuit by hreakiny the Ten Commandments^ — thus 
explaining the enigma ; — I was counsel in a cause, the fate 
of which depended on our being able to make out who was 
the founder of an ancient chapel. I went to view it. There 
was nothing to be observed that gave any indication of its 
(late or liistory. However, I observed that the Ten Com- 
luandments were written -on some old plaster, which, from its 
position, I conjectured might cover an arch. Acting on this, 
I bribed the clerk with five shillings, to allow me to chip 
away a part of the plaster ; and, after two or three attempts, 
I found the key-stone of an arch, on which were engraved 
the arms of an ancestor of one of the parties. This evidence 
decided the cause ; and I ever afterwards had reason to re- 
member with much satisfaction my having, on that occasion, 
hrolicn the Ten Commandments,"*^ 
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I may now safely dismiss the notion of his having made 
his fortune by any one great speech. Erskine certainly was, 
miraculously as it were, raised at once to the very top of his 
profession by his defence of Captain Baillie ; but I can 
testify that there has been no such case for the last forty 
years, — I believe there have been very few such instances 
in any age, — and it is quite certain that Scott got on by 
the gradual discovery of his learning, ability, and usefulness. 

While he attended most diligently to the interests of his 
clients, he entered with much spirit into all the gamesome 
proceedings of his brethren at the Bar. In the Grand Courts 
held for the trial of mock offences against the peace of our 
Lord the Junior,” he acted a distinguished part, — insomuch 
that, in 1780, he was appointed Solicitor General, and in 1781 
Attorney General, of the circuit, — being a terror to evil 
doers, while he held these high offices, — and giving a foretaste 
of the activity with which he prosecuted traitors and libellers 
when he became a law offieer of the Crown, * 

Northern circuit stories, according to the custom of 
Northern circuit men (m former times)^ constituted the staple 
of Lord Eldon’s jocular talk as long as he lived. I will 
mention a few of those which he most frequently repeated. 

While Sir Thomas Davenport, a very dull orator, was 
making a long speech at the York Assizes, a chimney 
sweeper’s boy, who had climbed up to a dangerous place 
in front of a high gallery, having been put to sleep by him, 
fell down, and was killed. Whereupon I, being then At- 
torney General of the circuit, indicted Sir Thomas in our 
Grand Court f for the murder of the boy ; and the indictment 
(according to the rule of law which requires that the weapon 

* There was a corresponding field of ambition open on my circuit — the 
Oxford ; but, according to the obscurity of my career, 1 only reached the dig- 
nity of Cryer, — holding a fire>shovel in my hand as the emblem of my office. 
An epitaph was made for me, in the natural expectation that 1 should die in this 
office, — thus charitably concluding: 

“ He of ihe Circuit long was Cryer, 

But now we hope he’s somewhat higher,” 

f The Grand Court is held with a view to the discipline of the Bar, but * 
chieily in the lligh-Jinks fashion, to bring mock charges against the mem- 
bers^ 
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shall be described^ and that there shall be an averment qS its 
value, or that it is of no value *) alleged that the murder was 
committed with ^ a certain blunt instrument of no value called 
a LONG SPEECH.’ ” 

When I first went the Northern Circuit, I employed my 
time, having no business of my own, in attending to the 
manner in which the leading counsel did their business. I 
left Lancaster at the end of a circuit, with my friend Jack 
Lee, at that period a leader upon the circuit. We supped 
and slept at Kirby Lonsdale, or Kirby Stephen. After sup- 
per I said to him, ‘ I have observed that throughout circuit, 
ill all causes in which you are concerned, good, bad, indiffer- 
ent, whatever their nature was, you equally exerted yourself 
to the uttermost to gain verdicts, stating evidence and quot- 
ing cases, as sucli statement and quotation should give you a 
cliance of success, the evidence and the cases not being stated 
clearly, or quoted with a strict attention to accuracy, and to 
fair and just representation. Can that,’ said I, ^ Lee, be 
right? Can it be justified?’ — ^Oh, yes,’ he said, ^un- 
doubtedly. Dr. Johnson has said that counsel were at 
liberty to state, as the parties themselves would state, 
what it was most for their interest to state.’ After some 
interval, and when he had had his evening bowl of milk 
punch and two or three pipes of tobacco, he suddenly said, 

^ Come, Master Scott, let us go to bed. I have been think- 
ing upon the question that you asked me, and I am not quite 
so sure that the conduct you represented will bring a man 
peace at the last.’ ” 

Jack Lee, though a? Yorkshireman, had attended the 
York Assizes several years without a brief. One day after 
dinner he said, ^ I find a pi’ophet has no honour in his own 
country, and as I have never yet received a single guinea at 
this place, I will shake the dust oft* my feet — leave it this 
very night, and never be seen in this room again. Davenport 
and Wedderburn thereupon drew up a brief which they en- 

* 'J'his was with a view to the deodand, and continued to be law, till, by a hill 
which 1 had the honour to introduce and carry through Parliament in the year 
1 846, all deodands were abolished. 
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titled Kex V. Inhabitants op Hum- town, and which in 
due form gave instructions in a prosecution for not repairing 
a road within the parish, leading from Goose-green to Crack- 
skull-common.’ This they sent to Leo’s lodgings,* with a 
guinea as the fee. In the evening the barristers assembled 
as usual in the circuit-room to sup and play at cards, and the 
discontented Yorkshireman appearing among them, Wedder- 
biirn said, ‘Bless me, Lee, I thought you were gone!’ ‘Well,’ 
said Jack, ‘it is very extraordinary: I was just going, I was 
shaking the dust of this place off my feet as an abominable 
place that I never would see again, when, lo and behold, a brief 
is brought to me and I must stay.’ ‘ W ell,’ said Davenport, 
‘ in what cause may it be ? ’ Lee answered, ‘ In the King v. 
Hum- town.’ ‘ Oh dear,’ cried Davenport, ‘ they brought 
me a brief in that case with a bad guinea, and I would not 
take it. I dare say they have given you the bad guinea.’ ‘ I 
have it in my pocket,’ said Lee, ‘here it is.’ Davenport, 
looking at it, said, ‘ Yes, the very same guinea,’ and put it in 
his pocket. They then told him the joke they had practised 
upon him, that they might not lose the pleasure of his com- 
pany. Although a good-natured man, he never forgave this 
joke, although it kept him at York, where, in a few years 
after, he led every cause.” 

As a pendant to this. Lord Eldon used to relate a story 
which he has actually thus recorded in his “ Anecdote Book,” 
but for which I think there could only have been a slight 
foundation of fact. “ At an assizes at Lancaster ^ we found 
Dr. Johnson’s friend, tlemmy Boswell, lying upon the pave- 
ment — inehriated. We subscribed at supper a guinea for 
him, and half a crown for his clerk, and sent him, when he 
waked next morning, a brief, with instructions to move for 
what we denominated the writ of ‘ Quare adhassit pavimento,’ 
with observations duly calculated to induce him to think that 
it required great learning to explain the necessity of granting 
it to the J udge, before whom he was to move. Boswell sent 
all round the town to attorneys for books, that might enable 
him to distinguish himself — but in vain. He moved, 
however, for the writ, making the best use he could of the 
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observations in the brief. The judge was perfectly as- 
tonished, and the audience amazed. — The judge said, ‘ I 
never heard of such a writ — what can it be that adheres 
pammenth 9 — Are any of you gentlemen at the bar able to 
explain this V The Bar laughed. At last one of them said, 
^ My Lord, Mr. Boswell last night adhcBsit pavimento. There 
was no moving him for some time. At last he was carried to 
bed, and he has been dreaming about himself and the 
pavement.’ ” * — But Jemmy Boswell, who has written one of 
the most entertaining and instructive books in the English 
language, and had often pleaded causes of great importance 
in the Court of Session, and at the bar of the House of Lords, 
could not by possibility have been taken in by such a palpable 
hoax. The scene here described could not have been acted 
before the King’s Judges, btit must be a reminiscence of some- 
thing which had taken place in the Grand Court when the 
barristers were sitting in High Jinks forihus clausis. 

Lord Eldon is said to have given this amusing account of a 
trial at York, arising out of a horse-race : One of the condi- 
tions was that ^ each horse should be ridden by ^ gentleman.^ In 
an action for the stakes, the question arose, ^ whether the plain- 
titt* was a gentleman or not ? ’ After much evidence and oratory 
on both sides, the Judge thus summed up: ^Gentlemen of 
the Jury, when I*sce you in that box I call you gentlemen^ 
for I know you are such there ; but out of that box I do not 
know what may be the requisites that constitute a gentleman; 
therefore I can give you no direction, except that you will 
consider of your verdict.’ The Jury found for the defendant. 
Next morning the^ plaintilF challenged both Law an3 me, who 
were conducting the cause against him, for having said that 
he was no gentleman. We sent him this answer, Uhat we 
could not think of fighting one who had been found no gen-- 
thman by the solemn verdict of twelve of his countrymen.’ ”f 


* Twiss,, vol. i. ch. vi. 

t Twiss, (vol. i. ch. vi.) on the authority of Mrs. Foster. An article in the “ Law 
Ueview” (No. TI. p. 279. )i attributed to Lord Brougham, says, — “ Tins is a 
great mistake. The person in question blustered and talked big, and threatened 
to call out Mr. Law, who led the cause, and could alone have said the oflcnsive 
'vords. That gallant individual put off his journey to Durham .^r half a dajr, 
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He once had a narrow escape from a watery gntve. From 
Ulverstone to Lancaster there is a short but very dangerous 
cut across the sands^ and being in a hurry, he was going to 
take it at the time of greatest peril, — when the tide was begin- 
ning to flow. But as he was setting off he asked the landlord 
whether any persons were ever lost in going to Lancaster by 
the sea-shore. No, no,” was the answer, I think nobody 
has ever been lost — they have all been found at low water 
To illustrate the unreasonable complaints against public 
functionaries, he would relate that on the circuit, stopping 
to bait at a place where many years before Mr. Moises had 
been curate, he had the curiosity to ask the landlord of the 
inn whether he remembered him? Yes,” answered he with 
an oath, I well remember him. I have had reason enough 
to remember him. It ivas the worst day this parish ever 
saw that brought him here.” The lawyer, afraid of hearing 
something hard on the character of his old master, said, with 
some solemnity, Mr. Moises, I am certain, was a most 
rVjspectablc man.” That may be,” cried Boniface, but he 
married me to the worst wife that ever man was jflagued 
with.” Oh ! is that all ? that was your own fault ; she 
was your own choice, not Mr. Moises.’ ” Yes,” concluded 
he, unconvinced — " but I could not have been married if 
there had not been a parson to marry us.” • 

Lord Eldon had not quite as high a respect for trial by 
jury ” as Lord Erskinc. He said, I remember Mr. Justice 
Gould trying a cause at York, and when he had proceeded 
lor about two hours, he observed, ' Here are only eleven 

and walked about, booted and spurred, before the cofTee-house, the most public 
place in York, ready to repel force, if offered, by force — because personal chas- 
tisement had also been threatened. No message was sent, and no attempt was 
made to provoke a breach of the peace. It is very possible Lord Eldon may 
have said, and Lord Elicnborougli loo, that they were not bound to treat one in 
such a predicament as a gontlenian, and hence the story has arisen in the lady’s 
mind. The fact was as well known on tlic Northern Circuit as was the answer 
of a witness to a (picstion, whether the party had a right by his circumstances to 
keef) a pack of fox -hounds : ‘ No more right than 1 to keep a pack of arch, 
bishops.’” 

♦ There is an ancient office of “ Guide across Ulverstone Sands,” which is in 
the gift of the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, and to which, upon a 
vacancy, I have lately appointed; so that I hope to hear no more of “bodies 
being yoandf aiKov) toaitr” 
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jurymen; where is the twelfth?’ ^Please you, my lord,’ said 
one of the eleven, ^ he is gone away about some business, 
but he has left his verdict with me.’ ” * — Once, when leaving 
Newcastle, after a very successful assize, a farmer rode up to 
him, and said, W ell, lawyer Scott, I was glad that you 
carried the day so often; and if I had had my way, you should 
never once have been beaten. I was foreman of the jury, 
and you were sure of my vote, for you are my countryman, 
and we are proud of you.” 

Mr. Scott was now very prosperous. His opinions” 
contained so many ‘Mfs” and ^^biits,” and ^^thoughs,” that 
the solicitors seldom laid cases before him, — while Kenyon, 
giving direct answers which could be acted upon, was making, 
by case-answering alone, 3000/. a year. He was, however, a 
zealous and not too scrupulous advocate, and from his circuit 
and town practice he began to (jount a yearly saving, which 
at length accumulated into a princely fortune. Still he was 
fond of grumbling. Giving an account of a sinecure of 400/. 
a year, which Iiis brother William had got in Doctors’ Cora- 
mons, the future Chancellor despondingly adds, ^^as to your 
humble servant, I have the younger brother’s portion, a life 
of drudgery ; our part of the profession has no places fol* 
young men, and it will wear me out before I cease to be 
such.” 

To relieve his melancholy at this period of his career, 
although he despised the sweetest Avarblings of Italian song, 
he would go on a Saturday night to witness the triumph of 
the histrionic art at Drury Lane Theatre. You will see,” 
says he, in a letter to a friend, ‘^the papers are full of ac- 
counts of a JNIrs. Sido?is^, a new actress.” She Is beyond 
all idea capital. I never saw an actress before. In my 
notion of just affecting action and elocution, she beats our 
deceased lioscius all to nothing.”} — But excitement more 
congenial to him was at hand. 

* This, after all, is pretty much like voting by proxy in a certain deliberative 
assembly ; although there the fiction is, that the peer holding the proxy votes 
according to his own conscience; — and holding two proxies, if he votes on oppo- 
site sides (as he may), he is supposed suddenly to have changed his opinion. ^ 

t ^ic. J Surtees, p. 7(i. * 
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Though he wore a stuff gown, he was rapidly getting into 
the lead, and was throwing worthy plodders, who were his 
seniors, out of business. Therefore a silk gown was offered 
to him without solicitation. The moving cause to ’the pro- 
motion which now took place was the wish to advance Erskine, 
who had lately so much astonished the world by his eloquence, 
and was a special favourite with the reigning Administration. 
An attempt was made to place him at the head of the batch ; 
but Mr. Scott, who was his senior, resolutely resisted this 
arrangement, and obtained a patent of precedence, which 
preserved his relative rank among those who took their places 
within the bar along with him. * 


• Vide antiif Vol. VI. Ch. clxxviii. 
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CHAPTER CXCIV. 

CONTINUATION OF THE LIFE OF LORD ELDON TILL HE WAS MADE 
SOLICITOR GENERAL. 


Hitherto the successful lawyer had cautiously avoided mix- 
ing at all in party politics. He was known to be a good 
Oxford Tory, of genuine Church-and-King principles, which 
he did not seek to disguise ; but in the struggles between 
Lord North and the Whigs, or between the different sections 
of the Whigs, after the death of Lord Rockingham, he had 
outwardly shown no interest — prudently devoting himself to 
his profession, without giving offence to any one. Corrc» 
sponding with his brothers during the American war, he 
showed that he had a poor opinion of the Ministry, but a 
much worse of Opposition. When the intelligence arrived 
of the surrender of General Burgoyne and his army, he 
wrote to Henry : You could not be more deeply concerned 
for tlie fate of tlic gallant Burgoyne, than were your two 
brothers and your sister. We mingled our tears for two days 
together, being English folks of the old stamp, and retaining, 
in spite of modern jiatriotism, some affection and reverence 
for the name of Old England. All people whose hearts lie 
in the same direction are extremely concerned. It is totally 
unknown, even to themselves, what the Ministry will do : 
I think they want common sense and common spirit, as much 
as the minority'* wants common honesty.” He highly ap- 
proved the sentiments, and he implicitly followed the advice, 
soon after communicated to him in a letter from Sir William : 
“ For my own part, I am sick of j)olitics — there is so much 
folly on the part of Ministers, and so much villany on the 
other side, under the cloak of patriotism, that an honest man 
has nothing to do but to lament the fate of his country, jind 
butter his own bread as well as he can. And I hope you 
take care to do so.” Thus, in great perplexity ,^.he expresses 
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himself on the formation of Lord Shelburne’s Administration : 

We seem here to think that Charles Fox can’t get in again^ 
and that Lord Shelburne cannot keep in, and that Lord North 
may rule the roast again whenever he pleases. I ’like the 
language of Lord North, better than that of any other man 
or set of men in the House, upon the subject of peace ; all 
parties but his seem to be struggling who can give up most 
of tlie old rights of Old England.” 

However, when the inglorious peace’' had been censured 
by a vote of the House of Commons, and the " Coalition ” 
had stormed the royal closet. Lord Thurlow, leading the 
Opposition, Avith the zealous aid of the King, — urged 
Mr. Scott to enlist as a recruit under his banner, * — 
arguing that, on public grounds, the Crown ought to be 
sujiportcd, — and pointing out the ambitious prospects which 
must open to him if he became a King’s friend,” as soon as 
his Majesty should bo rescued from the bondage to which his 
Majesty had been reduced, but Avhich liis Majesty was deter- 
mined not to bear. A regard for principle and for personal ad- 
vantage reciommended the proposal to one so much attached to 
the King and to himself, — and he yielded. The Ex- Chancellor 
undertook to procure him a seat in the House of Commons, 
and speedily succeeded through Lord Weymouth, owner of 
the borough of W eobly, — now, alas! disfranchised.* A stipu- 
lation being easily made, that "his conduct in parliament 
should be entirely independent of Lord Weymouth’s political 
opinions,” — which corrcsjKnided exactly with his own, 
— he posted down to Weobly with the conffe (Hellrc in his 
pocket, and, according to ancient custom, proceeding to the 
house that contained the prettiest girl in the plaec, he began 
his canvass by giving her a kiss. At the hustings, the ccrc- 


* I liave already pointed out *, and I will not again dwell upon, the palpable 
misrepresentation of I^ord Eldon respecting Fox’s wish to have bad Thurlow 
for Chancellor to the Coalition Ministry.* 1 must say, that on various occasions, 
in Lord Eldon’s old age, his memory had failed him, or he conceived himself 
justified in using considerable liberties with truth. 


1 Life of Lord Thurlow, Vol. V. Ch. clviii. p. 552. 
* l^iss, i. 100. 
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mony of election was to have been quietly gone through as 
usual, but he was addressed by a very old man, who said, 
with a true Herefordshire accent, We hear how as you be 
ala’er, and if so be, you ought to tip us a speech — a thing not 
heard in Weobly this thirty year ; and the more especially 
as Lord Surey has been telling the folks at Hereford as you 
be a Newcastle-upon-Tyne gentleman, sent down by a peer, 
and not having no connection with this here place.” Lord 
Eldon gave the following good-humoured account of the fresh 
effort he was driven to make as a mob orator — when he 
seems to have succeeded irmch better than in his native town. 

got upon a heap of stones, and made them as good a 
speech upon politics in general as I could, and it had cither 
the merit or demerit of being a long one. My audience liked 
it, — on account, among other things, of its length. I con- 
cluded by drawing their attention to Lord Surrey’s speech. I 
admitted that I was unknown to them. I said tliat I had ex- 
plained my public principles, and how I meant to act in Par- 
liament ; that 1 should do all I had promised; and that, though 
then unknown to them, I hoped I should entitle myself* to 
more of their confidence and regard than I could have 
claimed, if, being the son of the first Duke in England, I had 
held myself out as a reformer whilst riding, as the Earl of 
Surrey rode, into the first town of the county, drunk, upon a 
cider cask, and talking, in that state, of ^ reform.’ My audience 
liked the speech, and I ended, as I had begun, by kissing the 
prettiest girl in the place ; — very pleasant, indeed. Lord 
Surrey had often been my client, even at that early period of 
my life. He had heard of, or read, my speech ; and, when I 
met him after weirds in town, he good-humouredly said, Vl 
have had enough of meddling wdth you ; I shall trouble you 
no more.’ ” 

Of course he was returned without opposition. He took 
his seat before the prorogation of Parliament, but reserved 
his maiden speech till the ensuing session. 

Then came the most deadly struggle recorded in our party 
annals. As I have already had occasion to state, Scott and 
Erskine, the hopes of the opposite parties, spoke for the first 

P 4 
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time in the debate on Fox’s India Bill, — and both egregiously 
, failed,* The Honourable Member for Weobly very charac- 
teristically required more time to make up his mind upon the 
measure,” but was nevertheless clear to say that it seemed to 
him rather of a dangerous tendency ; but he would not declare 
against it ; he would rather wait till he got more light thrown 
upon the subject; and as he was attached to no particular 
party, he w'ould then vote as justice seemed to direct. He 
meant hereafter to give an opinion upon the Bill ; he could 
assure the House he w'ould form it elaborately, and when he 
gave it, it should be an honest one.”f Mr. Fox good-na- 
turedly paid a compliment to the new member’s professional 
reputation, but could not refrain from remarking on his incon- 
sistency ; for, after stating the necessity for time to deliberate 
Dll the Bill, he had immediately, without any opportunity for 
deliberation, ventured to pronounce a decision against it, and 
ivitli a good deal of positivcncss.” 

To repair his misfortune, Scott formed the most insane 
scheme that ever entered the mind of a sensible man. He 
resolved, in the debate on the third reading of the Bill, to be 
revenged of Fox, by imitating the manner of Sheridan, and 
becoming witty and sarcastic. Accordingly, from a volume 
of Elegant Extracts, a new edition of Joe Miller, and the 
Bible, he crammed himself with quotations, jokes, and texts, 
as laboriously as if he had been preparing to argue a case upon 
a contingent remainder before the twelve Judges. He began, 
however, more suo, by alluding to certain insinuations, ^Hhat, 
agreeably to the common conduct of lawyers, he would not 
scruple to espouse any cause whibh he should be paid to 
defend. In the warmest terms he reprobated* such unworthy 
imputations : he asserted the reluctance of his nature to such 
practices, and he declared that on this occasion he considered 
it his duty to deliver his sentim9nt3 — the solemn sentiments 
of his heart and conscience.” Then, without having at all pre- 
pared his audience for the transition, he came to his faceti(B, 
and, alluding to the popular caricature upon Mr. Fox as 

* Scic liife of Erskinc, Vol. VI. Cli. clxxviii. p. 415. 

t 2:%rarl. Hist. lii’SO. 
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" Carlo Khan,” he affected to speak very courteously of the 
Whig chief, and observed, " as Brutus said of Cassar — 

* he would be crown'd I 

How that might change his nature, — there’s the question.”* 

In a moment the orator plunged into Scripture, saying, It 
was an aggravation of the affliction that the cause of it should 
originate with one to whom the nation had so long looked 
up ; a wound from him was doubly painful. Like Joab, he 
gave the shake of friendshij), but the other hand held a 
dagger with which he despatched the Constitution.” He then 
pulled a New Testament from his pocket ; and after a proper 
apology for again alluding to any thing recorded in sacred writ, 
read some verses in different chapters of the book of Reve- 
lations, which seemed to cx{)ress the intended innovations 
in the affairs of the East India Company: ^^And I stood 
upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise out of the sea, 
having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten 
crowns. And they worshipped the dragon which gave power 
to the beast; and they worshipped the beast, saying. Who* is 
like unto the beast ? Who is able to make war with him ? 
And there was given to him a mouth speaking great things ; 
and power was given unto him to continue forty and two 
inonths.” [“ Here,” said* Mr. Scott, I believe there is a 
mistake of six months.”*] And he causeth all, both small 
and great, rich and poor, to receive a mark in their right 
hand, or in their forehead.” [Here places, pensions, and 
peerages are clearly marked out.] And he cried mightily 
with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the Great” [plainly 
the East India Company,] ‘*is fallen, and is become the habi- 
tation of devils, the hold of every foul spirit, and the cage 
of every unclean bird.” Having at great Icngtli continued 
to read these prophecies, and to show their fulfilment, he 
came to Thucydides, where the Athenian ambassadors ob- 
serve to the LacedaBmonian magistrates, that men arc much 
more provoked by injustice than by violence, inasmuch as 

* The Bill was to be in force only for three years, — ihirty’Six instead of 
forty-two inonths. 
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injustice^ coming as from an equal, has the appearance of 
dishonesty, while mere violence, proceeding from one stronger, 
seems but the effect of inevitable necessity.” Steering from 
grave, to gay, and throwing in some Oxford punsj he an- 
ticipated that the new Kings, who were to supersede the 
Directors, might in their turn be pronounced inadequate to 
the government of so remote a country; “and then,” said he — 

** de te 

Fabula narrator. ” 

He at last concluded by pathetically comparing the Directors 
of the East India Company to the wife of Othello, about to 
be murdered in her bed : “ They cry out for some respite, — 
they plead, like Desdemona, ^ Kill me to-morrow — let me 
live to-niglit — but half-an-hour.’ When that prayer was 
rejected, a deed was done which was repented too late.” * 

The House seems to have listened with much amazement 
to this pedantic jumble of profane and scriptural, — humorous 
and pathetic, quotations from the mouth of a lawyer. But 
he was the cause of wit in other men, and much merriment 
followed in allusions to him during the remainder of the 
debate. Sheridan, in j)articular, feeling that his province 
was'’ invaded, is said to have been cruelly severe upon legal 
oratory : but, luckily for our order, all that the Parliament- 
ary History records is, that “he cited, with most happy case 
and correctness, passages from almost the same pages — which 
controverted these quotations, and told strongly for the Bill ; 
he quoted three more verses from the Revelations, by which 
he mctainoi’phoscd the beast with 'seven heads with crowns 
on thcni^into seven angels clothed in pure and white linen.” f 

Mr. Scott Avas sadly chagrined by the result of his attempt 
to be lively; and henceforth, reading the Bible only for 
spiritual edification, he renounced the other books which he 
had quoted, and all such trumpery, for the rest of his days. 
In his parliamentary efforts he trusted thereafter to legal 
learning, metaphysical subtlety, strong good sense, and fre- 


24 Pari. Hist. 33. 


t lb. 51. 



LIFE OF LORD ELDON. 

quent appeals to his conscience. He never acquired the &me 
of a good debater, but he sometimes spoke with considerable 
weight and effect, and he was a useful ally in both Houses of 
Parliament. 

The Coalition Ministry being dissolved on the rejection of 
Fox’s India Bill in the House of Lords, and Mr. Pitt being 
Prime Minister, it was thought legal promotion was now 
open to Mr. Scott ; and it is believed that Lord Thurlow, on 
recovering the Great Seal, made an effort to have him made 
Solicitor General. But Mr. Pitt insisted on appointing 
Pepper Arden, saying that the member for Weobly, for 
whom he professed much respect, notwithstanding his quota- 
tions, — must be contented to take his turn in professional 
promotion after his seniors.” 

Although the party to which Mr. Scott had attached him- 
self was, by a combination of lucky chances, and by the 
splendid talents of its chief, firmly possessed of power, he had 
been five years in Parliament before he attained office; — which 
ought to soften the discontent of young lawyers, who arc g-pt 
to think that they ai’c ill used, and to desi)ond, if they are not 
made law officers of the Crown, or Judges, as soon as they 
arc veturned to the House of Commons. During this in- 
terval he steadily supported the Government, although he 
once or twice followed a course which prudence, as well as 
conscience, recommends, — by showing that he could form an 
opinion of his own,— and that, if not properly aj)preciatcd by 
the Minister, he might become a formidable antagonist. 

He gallantly combated the motion of the Coalitionists to 
stop the supplies when the King refused to dismiss his 
Ministers on the address of the House of Common#, saying, 

I advise Ministers not to think of a resignation ; at present 
they have the people on their side, — many of whom, in pe- 
titions to the Throne, speak very different language from that 
of their representatives in this House.” * 

As the struggle proceeded, the King and the Premier 
becoming daily more popular, and public indignation being 
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Strongly roused against Mr. Fox and Lord North, the time 
was come, whicli had been wisely bided^^ — for an appeal to 
the people. While this was expected, Mr. Scott wrote to 
his friends at Newcastle: ‘^No dissolution to-day; 'life pro* 
mised by Pitt till Monday, and no longer promised; but 
whether to be enjoyed, doubtful. Both our Newcastle 
members voted against us last night ; but the majority, you 
see, crumbles ; and if it was not for North’s myrmidons, 
which he bought with the Treasury money, we should have a 
complete triumph. I told the Chancellor to-day, that he 
ought to resign, or dismiss us. But what will be done, or 
what will become of the country, God knows. I have the 
offer of two other seats in Parliament gratis ; but I shall keep 
my old one.” * 

Accordingly, on the general election, he was again returned 
for Weobly ; and, close as the borough was, he was obliged to 
show himself there — leaving his briefs and fees at the Lan- 
caster Assizes — which he said he could ill afford,” — 
ahhougli he must now have been in the receipt of a large 
professional Income. 

The first occasion of his speaking in the new Parliament 
was on the Westminster scrutiny — when he justly gained 
great credit. The election for this city, instead of being 
over in one day, according to our fashion, had lasted from the 
1st of April to the 16th of May, the day on which Parlia- 
ment Avas summoned to meet ; and although Mr. Fox ought 
clearly to have been returned, the High Bailiff, from corrupt 
motives, at the I’cqucst of Sir Cecil Wray, granted a scru- 
tiny, This proceeding was most improperly countenanced by 
Mr. Pitti^nd the majority now at his command. But in the 
month of March in the following year the scrutiny had made 
little progress, and there seemed a great probability that be- 
fore it was concluded Parliament might be dissolved. The 
case Avas so flagrant, that after several divisions, on which the 
numbers in favour of the Government gradually lessened, a 
resolution Avas carried, ordering the High Bailift* to make an 


* Twhs, i. 113. 
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immediate return, — and this Mr. Fox followed up with a mo- 
tion, that all the former proceedings respecting the scrutiny 
should be expunged from the journals. The motion was 
supported by Mr. Scott, against whose prior votes on this 
subject some sarcasms were levelled. He seems to have 
taken a most masterly view of the whole subject, although 
the printed report of his speech is so defective that wc can 
form but an inadequate notion of its merit. From the princi- 
ples of the common law, and the statutes for regulating elec- 
tions since the reign of Henry IV. down to that of George 
III., he deduced the doctrine “ That the election must be 
finally closed before the return of the writ, and that the 
writ must be returned on or before the day specified in it.” 
“ At the same time,” he added, that I condemn the scrutiny, 
I should be sorry to be suj)poscd to impute improper motives 
to those who have voted for it. I am willing to give them 
credit for purity of intention ; they were wrong only in 
judgment. They had a very unnecessary tenderness for the 
conscience of the High Bailiff, wdiich tlicy say they would 
not torture by compelling him to make a return before he 
should have thoroughly scrutinised his poll : but surely his 
oath does not bind him to anything more than to make his 
return to the best of his judgment, in the time whicli the law 
allowed him to satisfy his conscience. To make liim do tliis 
speedily, is no more to torture his conscience, than you tor- 
ture the conscience of jurymen by compelling tlicm to find 
their verdict before they are permitted to cat, or drink, or to 
warm themselves at a fire. Indeed, the prompt obedience he 
has paid to the order of the House, communicated to him in 
consequence of the vote of last week, shows thaj|;his con- 
science is not of the most delicate texture; for, as it would 
have been tyrannical in the House to attempt to force his con- 
science, so it would have been unchristian in him to violate 
his conscience merely to obey an unjust order. But he did 
not require, it seems, much time to make up his mind when 
the House commanded him. Why then should he not have 
paid as prompt an obedience to the mandate of the King’s 
writ ? I confess I do not like that conscience# in returning 
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officers, under colour of which they may prevent the meeting 
of Parliament for ever, or at least present the nation with the 
rump of a Parliament on the day when the representatives of 
the whole nation ought to assemble.” 

He was not only listened to with the marked attention 
which any member speaking against his party is sure to 
command, but his playfulness on conscience ” exceedingly 
tickled his hearers, and he sat down amidst toud shouts of 
applause from the Opposition benches.* Mr. Fox, com- 
menting on the speeches of the different speakers who had 
taken part in the debate, said, “ One learned gentleman in 
particular (the honourable member for W eobly) has entered 
into the whole of the case, .with a soundness of argument, 
and a depth and closeness of reasoning, that perhaps has 
scarcely been equalled in the discussion of any topic within 
these walls, that turned on the statute and common law, on 
the analogy of writs, and the combination of technical and 
constitutional learning. So well and so ably, indeed, has 
that learned gentleman argued it, that nothing like an answer 
has been offered to any one of his appeals to his brethren of 
the long robe. In truth, I am convinced it is out of the 
power of ingenuity itself to overthrow the positions laid 
down by that learned gentleman — to whom I will offer no 
apology for any allusion I may have made to him on a former 
day; and I consider myself peculiarly happy in having 
been able to say any thing that could draw forth so masterly 
and instructive a speech.” Mr. Scott found himself in a 
minority of 137 against 242 ; but he enhanced his importance 
with the Minister by this instance of independence, and he 
secured ipspectful treatment from the leader of Opposition. 
Towards the close of his life he observed, “ Fox never said 
an uncivil word to me during the whole time I sat in the 
House of Commons ; and I’ll tell you to what I attribute 
that. When the legality of the conduct of the High Bailiff 
of Westminster was before the House, all the lawyers on 
the Mihisterial side defended his right to gmnt the scrutiny. 


♦ 25 Pari. Hist. 120. 
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I thought their law bad, and I told them so. I asked Ken- 
yon Ijpw he could answer this, — that every writ or com- 
mission must be returned on the day on which it is made 
returnable ? He could not answer it. Fox afterwards came 
to me, and said something very civil and obliging.” * 

Mr. Scott immediately after this escapade returned ,to 
his allegiance to Mr. Pitt — from which he never again 
swerved. He still considered himself, however, as more par- 
ticularly under the auspices of Lord Thurlow, to whom he 
owed his seat, and who evinced a strong desire to push him 
forward. For this reason he warmly espoused the cause of 
Warren Hastings, and made a speech in his favour on the 
very serious charge of the llohilla war. In concluding, he 
alluded, with just severity, to an observation made the pre- 
ceding day by Mr. Fox, who had said, ^‘tliat he would al- 
ways watch gentlemen of the profession of the law in their 
arguments.” Mr. Fox now very handsomely declared, that 
none but a fool or a madman would disparage or despise the 
legal profession. He had a very high regard for it, and ibr 
the learned gentleman in particular, whose great abilities and 
high character entitled him to universal respect. He assured 
the House and the learned gentleman, that lie meant nothing 
more, by saying that ^ he would watch the arguments of gen- 
tlemen of that profession,’ than that the gentlemen of the 
law, from being in the habits of a peculiar style of reasoning, 
were apt to infuse that style into their aro uments in that 

House.” t 

In the following session of Parliament, Mr. Scott spoke 
ably in defence ^of the principles of free trade in supporting 
the commercial treaty with France against the vKl^y unjust 
and illiberal attacks of the Whigs. Having charged them 
with having had a similar plan in contemplation when they 
were in office, he said, I am happy that the measure is 
now accomplished in a manner which promises a great acces- 
sion of wealth to England, and holds out the most liberal 
encouragement to her artisans, — whose industry, skill, and 
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♦ Twiss, i. 121. 


t 25 Parlj Hist. 58* • 
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CHAP, perseverance, joined to their prodigious capital, must ever 
insure them superiority over all competitors.”* 

A. D. 1787. lie now received his first judicial appointment, being 
ChanVelloT ^7 Bishop Thurlow, Chancellor of the County Pala- 

ofthe tine of Durham. He therefore ceased to attend the assizes 
at Duiham, as a counsel, and presided in his own Court with 
Durham, all proper solemnity. Here he was very little troubled with 
equity business. AVe only know of one case which came 
before him, and that was not contentions ; but he made the 
most of it. Upon an application to direct an allowance to a 
minor, then at College, who would be entitled, when of age, 
to an income of about 300/. a year, he thus addressed the 
His exhor- ward of the Court : — Young gentleman, you will shortly 
warTof^his entitled to a small property, which may prove to you 

court. either a blessing or a curse, according as you use it. It was 
perhaps, fortunate for me that I was not situated in my early 
life as you are now. I had not, like you, a small fortune to 
look to ; I had nothing to depend on but my own exertions ; 
and so far from considering this a misfortune, I now esteem 
it a blessing ; for if I had possessed the same means which 
you will enjoy, I should in all probability not be where I 
now am. I would therefore caution you not to let this little 
property turn your mind from more important objects ; but 
rather let it stimulate you to cultivate your abilities, and to 
advance yourself in society.” 

Mr. Pitt, for some mysterious reason, having suddenly 
abandoned Hastings, and, contrary to the wish of Lord Thur- 
low, who had a scheme for making him a Peer, perhaps a 
Minister, having given him up to impeachment, Mr. Scott 
took no part in the subsequent proceedings against him f ; but 
he resolutely defended Sir Elijah Iinpcy, charged with 
having illegally hanged the great Bnilimin Nuncomar; and 
he struggled against the attempts to prejudice the cause of the 
accused Judge by the admission of improper evidence, — en- 

• 26 Farl. Hist. 505. 

t I have not been able to ascertain even how he voted on the Benares charge, 
wlien Mr. Pitt went over so abruptly that his own Attorney General would not 
follow him. 
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larging on the necessity for adhering to the rules of law in 
all proceedings in any sort tending to a judicial determination. 

In consequence, Mr. Fox, in a tone very unusual with him, a.l\ 1788 . 

attacked the lawyers with a good deal of warmth and 
asperity, for coming down in a body to juggle and confound 
the members of that House.” * 

Mr. Scott, before he was Solicitor General, chiefly made He sup- 
himself prominent in the House of Commons by speaking to compef^ 
in favour of a bill which caused much excitement at the the E. I. 
time, but has now lost all interest, — for declaring “ that the to^^y*a^ 
East India Company, according to the just construction of ^bt tothe 
the India Bill, 24 Geo. 3. c. 25., was liable to repay to the ment. 
Government at home the charges of sending a military force 
to the East Indies.” Erskinc, then out of Parliament, was 
heard at the bar of the House of Commons, as counsel 
for the Company, and strongly animadverted on certain 
arguments of Mr. Scott to prove the liability of his clients, 
contending that, at all events, the Legislature was here 
usurping judicial functions, and that the question ought 
to be decided by a Court of Law. — Mr. Scott, on several 
occasions, defended his opinion, and insisted that this was 
a fit occasion for Parliament, by a declaratory Act, to 
pronounce what its intentions really were. Mr. Sheridan, 

Colonel Barre, and other opposition members, furiously 
assailed the {irgumcnts of the honourable and learned mem- 
ber for Wcobley in this controversy: — but the position 
he had acquired in the House may best be estimated 
from the laboured attack upon him by Mr. Francis (now 
pretty generally supposed to be Junius), in which the orator, 
with much unmerited abuse of the individual and hin order, 
animadverts with some felicity on his inveterate habit of 
lauding his own honesty. This is not a legislative question, March 14. 
and it is absurd for Parliament to ask lawyers what it meant 
by its own act and deed ? In this House, to be sure, wc Francis’s 
have every assistance that learning and practice can afford, against Mr. 
We have a learned person (Mr. John Scott) among us, who Scott and 
is universally acknowledged to be the great luminary of the 

♦ 27 Pari. Hist. 37, 38. 
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cxciv whose opinions are oracles, to whose skill and authority 
all his own profession look up with reverence and amazement. 

A. 1 ). 1788. Well, Sir, what information have we gained from that most 
eminent person? I will not attempt to follow orTcpeat so 
long, and, as I have been told, so ingenious an argument. 
Ingenuity, it seems, is the quality which is chiefly wanted 
and relied on, on the present occasion. But I well remember 
the course of it. The first half hour of his speech, at least, 
WJis dedicated to himself. He told us who he was : he ex- 
plained to us, very distinctly, the whole of his moral character, 
which I think was not immediately in question ; and assured 
the House that his integrity was the thing on which he valued 
himself most, and which we might with perfect security rely 
on. Of his learning, I confess he spoke with more than mo- 
deration, — with excessive humility. He almost stultified 
himself, for the purpose of proving his integrity. For the 
sake of his morality, he abandoned his learning ; and seemed 
to dread the conclusions that might be drawn from an over- 
rated opinion of his excessive skill and cunning in his pro- 
fession. In my mind. Sir, there was no occasion for this 
extraordinary parade. The learned gentleman’s reputation in 
private life, I believe, is unimpeached. What we wanted, 
what we expected of him, was his learning, not his character. 
At last, however, he proceeded to the subject of debate. 
Here we were all in profound silence : attention held us mute. 
Did he answer your expectation ? Did you perfectly under- 
stand him? Did he perfectly understand himself? I doubt 
it much. If he had understood, he could have explained him- 
self to the meanest capacity. If you had distinctly under- 
stood him, you might distinctly remember wiiat he said. Now, 
setting aside those who have been initiated in the mysteries 
of the profession, is there a man here who can remember and 
is able to state the learned gentleman’s arguments? — I be- 
lieve not. For my own part, though it is impossible for me 
to listen with more attention than I did, I confess I soon lost 
sight of him. At first, indeed, he trifled with the subject, in a 
manner that was intelligible at least, perhaps dexterous, though 
Rot conclusive. lie argued some little collateral points with 
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a good deal of artifice : he made many subtle argumentative 
distinctions ; he tried, at least, to involve us in nice, logical 
difficulties, and to drive us ad absurdum by what he called a:i>. nss. 
unavoidable inferences, from false premises. In short, he at- 
tacked or defended some of the out-posts of th 9 questions, with 
what I suppose is held to be great ability in Westminster 
Hall. He skirmished well at a proper distance from the main 
body of the subject. All this 1 acknowledge. But when he 
came at last to the grand point, at which we had waited for 
him so long, at which we had impatiently expected the pre- 
dominant light of his superior learning, — the decision of the 
oracle, — did he resolve your doubts ? Did he untie, or did he 
cut the Gordian knot ? Did he prove to you in that frank, 
plain, popular way, in which he ought to have addressed this 
popular assembly, and which he would have done if he had 
been sure of his ground, — did he demonstrate to you, that the 
Act of 1784, clearly and evidently, or even by unavoidable 
construction, gave the power declared by the present Bill ? 

Sir, he did no such thing. If he did, let us hear it once mor5. 

He who understands can remember. He who remembers can 
repeat. I defy any man living, not a lawyer, to recite even 
the substance of that part of his argument. The truth is, 
he left the main question exactly where he found it. So it 
generally happens. It belongs to the learning of these gen- 
tlemen and to their prudence not to decide. It is so now. 

It was so 2000 years ago.” — After giving an account of the 
consultation in Terence, after which the old gentleman who 
had desired the opinion of ^ three lawyers on the validity of 
his son’s marriage^ exclaimed Licertior sum multo quam dttdum^ 
he continued, Well may the Court of Directors, — well may 
this House make the same observation on the present occasion. 

In the name of God and common sense, what have we 
gained by consulting these learned j^ersons ? It is really a 
strange thing, but it is certainly true, that the learned gentle- 
men on that side of the House, let the subject be what it may, 
always begin their speeches with a panegyric on their own 
integrity. You expect learning, and they give you morals ; 
you expect law, and they give you ethics ; you aiA: them for 
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bread, and they give you a stone. In point of honour and 
morality they are undoubtedly on a level with the rest of 
mankind. But why should they pretend to more? Why 
should they insist on taking the lead in morality? Why 
should they so perpetually insist upon their integrity as if 
that objection were in limine^ as if that were the distinguishing 
characteristic — the prominent feature of the profession ? 
Equality is their right. I allow it. But that they have any 
just right to a superior morality, to a pure and elevated 
probity, to a frank, plain, simple, candid, unrefined integrity, 
beyond other men, is what I am not yet convinced of, and 
without new and unexpected proofs never will admit.”* 

The Bill was sure to be carried by the overwhelming ma- 
jorities which the minister now commanded, but the credit of 
the Government on tliis occasion was mainly supported by 
Mr. Scott, — the Attorney and Solicitor General not having 
any weight in the House. 

The expected promotion in the law had been long delayed 
ky intrigues respecting the /appointment to the offices of 
Chief Justice of the King’s Bench and of Master of the 
Bolls, but at last, on the resignation of Lord Mansfield, Sir 
Lloyd Kenyon succeeded him, — Pepper Arden, in spite of 
Thurlow, was made Master of the Bolls, — and. Sir Archibald 
Macdonald being promoted to be Attorney General, John 
Scott, Esq. was, to the high contentment of the bar, and the 
general satisfaction of the public, apjiointed Solicitor General. 

There were great rejoicings at Newcastle, particularly 
when the good folks there knew that their townsman had be- 
come Sir J otin. lie modestly wished to avoid knighthood, 
but George III. then laid down a rule, which has been ad* 
hered to ever since, that the Attorney and Solicitor General, 
and the Judges, if not honourable ” by birth, shall be 
knighted, — to keep up the reputation of tlie ancient order of 
Knights-bachelors, — and the ceremony ought to be cheerfully 
undergone by them, as an accomj)animent of professional pro- 
motion. On this occasion, Macdonald, who though Solicitor 


• * 27 Parl.^Hist. 263. For Mr. Scott’s speeches on this subject, sec 27 Pari. 
Hist. 87. 80\ 186\ 19C. 
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General for some years, had remained plain Archy,’’. now chap. 
knelt and rose Sir Archibald. cxciy . 

Sir John Scott gave an amusing account of his elevation 1788. 
in the following letter to his brother Henry : — 

Dear Harry, 

I kissed the King’s hand yesterday as Solicitor General. The 
King, in spite of my teeth, laid his sword upon my shoulder, and 
bid Sir John arise. At this last instaiic.e of his royal favour, I 
iiave been much disconcerted ; but I cannot help myself, so I 
sing — 

* Oho, the delight 
To be a gallant knight ! * 

I was completely taken in, having no idea that the King had any 
such intention. My wife is perse(!ut(Ml with her new title, and we 
laugh at her from morning till evening. — Be so good as with my 
best love to communicate this intelligence to my brother and sis- 
ters. Bessy joins in affection to your wife and Mary, and I am, 

“Yours faithfully, 

“ J. Scott.” * 

He had to go through the form of a re-election for Weobly, July 1 1 . 
and he again treated the electors with a speech, in which he 
asvsured them, that though in office under the Crown, he 
would continue to be a faithful guardian of the rights and 
liberties of the people.” — The session of Parliament was 
elosed almost immediately after he resumed his scat in the 
House of Commons, and there was an unexampled cessation 
of all political excitement. ^ The Whig party seemed for ever 
annihilated ; its leaders, still labouring under the unpopularity 
they had incurred by the coalition, ” had almost entirely 
ceased to offer any show of opposition to the measures of go- 
vernment, — and the country, rapidly advancing in wealth and 
prosperity after the disasters of the American war, hailed the 
choice of the Sovereign as a heaven- born minister.” There 
was likewise profound peace abroad, and England was re- 
spected and courted by all foreign nations. 

It was expected that the new law officer, till in due grada- 

* Twiss, i. 13\ 
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tion he was raised to the bench, would never have any more 
anxious duty to perform than to sign a patent of peerage, or 
Jo prosecute a smuggler in the Court of Exchequer, 

In the absence of all official business, he took the Very un- 
usual stop of going the round of the Northern circuit — 
although professional etiquette has always been understood to 
require that a barrister, being appointed Attorney or Solicitor 
General, shall immediately give up his circuit — which often 
produces great peril, and sometimes serious loss, when the 
administration which he joins is in a state of caducity. But I 
do not find that any complaint was made on this occasion, as 
when Mr. Wedderburn first joined the circuit with a silk 
gown. There was not even an Information of Intrusion ” 
filed against Sir John Scott by the Attorney General in the 
Grand Court, and he ever continued on the best terms with 
all his professional brethren. lie took final leave of the cir- 
cuit at Lancaster, but for the rest of his days his great delight 
was to talk of the Grand Court,” — and wo shall see, that 
wlien he was Ex-chancellor, a new generation of circuitccrs 
took occasion to testify unabated regard for him.* 


• IJy a special grace (passed unanimously at a Grand Court held at York on 
the 12th of July, 1847 (for which I am most deeply grateful), I have had access 
to the Records of the Northern Circuit, and 1 extract from them some interesting 
entries respecting Lord Eldon: — 

“ York Spring Assizes, 1771?. 

“ The following members being severally summoned did not appear. 


Mr. Scott 


“ P^. each 1 Gall.” 

“ At Appleby, Grand Night, 12 Augt. 1779. 
“ Present 


“ Mr. Scott having told the Court that, seduced by the instigation of the devil 
and Mr. Lee, he had been induced to accompany the Judge from Mr. Bowes’s 
at Gibsidc to Newcastle ; and declaring his contrition for hugging him — was 
fined 1 Bottle, p**.” 


“ Appleby, Grand Night, August 24**’. 1780. 
“ Present 


Scott 
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CHAPTER CXCV. ‘ 

CONTINUATION OP THE LIFE OP LORD ELDON TILL HE BECAME 
ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

Never was there in England such a sudden change in the 
aspect of public affairs as in the autumn of this year : scarcely 


“ Mr. Attorney Gcii^ Cliambrc, leaving repeated a request formerly made by 
him to this Court, that in conson of his great age and infirmities he might be 
permitted to resign his ofticc of Attorney Gen^, was in conson, as well of his 
age and infirmities, as of his long, laborious, and faithful services in the discharge 
of that office, permitted so to do. 

“ The rcsigniition of Mr. Att^ Gen'. Chambre being thereupon accordingly 
made and accepted, Mr. Scott moved that Mr. Chambre be thanked by this Court 
for his assiduous and impartial discharge of his late office, which motion was 
carried unanimously in the affirmative, and Mr. Chambre was thanked ac- 
cordingly. 

“ Mr. SoK Gen'. Bolton was immediately elected to succeed to the office*of 
A tty. Gen'., being vacant by the resigiiat*^. of Mr. Chambre, and Mr. Scott was 
likewise elected to succeed Mr. Bolton in the office of SoK Gen'., become vacant 
by Mr. Bolton’s promot. to that of Atty. Gen'.” 


« York Grand Night, Aug. the 1781. 

“ Present 

“ Mr. Soil. General Scott made a very elegant and pointed speech, and having 
produced a printed hand-bill, which had been piiidicly distributed, giving an 
account of Sir J. Cockell’s ' great success at Skipton Sessions, be mov’d that 
Sir J. Cockell be congratulated in 2 Bottles for being triumphant at Skipton 
Sessions. Carried in the affirmative, p*'.” 


“ Appleby, Grand Night, 2l5»Aug. 1781. 

“ Mr. Atty. Gen', ftoltonperm^'.to resign his office of Atty. Gen'., and thanked 
for the able and faithful discharge of the duties of that high and important 
office. 

“ Mr. Scott, SoK Gen', appointed Atty. Gen'. 

“ Mr. Hill, Mr. Campbell, iind Sir Michael Angelo Taylor, Knight, candidates 
for the vacant office of SoU. Gen'. 

A poll being demanded, the numbers were for 
Mr. Hill . . 10. 

Mr. Campbell . 1. 

Sir M. Taylor . 10. 

“ Whereupon the no*, being as above, Mr, Campbell was declared duly elected. 


^He had been knighted by the Junior of the Circuit, 
o 4 
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had the Solicitor Gei^ral returned to London, contemplating 
an indefinite prolongation of ease and office, when he found 


Mr. Hill and Sir Mich^ Taylor having a dead majority, were allowed liberty to 
petition. 


The sev^ officers being bowed and sworn into their respve offices, the Court 
was adjourned to Lancaster. 

“ J. TopriNG, Junior.” 


“ York Grand Night, Sat. Mar. 16. 1782. 

“ Mr. Atty. Gen. Scott mention’d, that he had no sooner arriv’d in York than 
a plaV'bill was put into his hands, in which, to his great astonishment, he found 
the respectable names of many of his bretlireu on the (’ircuit. The play of the 
Clandestine Marriage was to be performed for the benefit of Mr. Hack. Mr. 
Smith was to lay aside the peaceful gown and array himself in a military habit ; 
and a very distiiiguLshable and conspicuous part was to be perform’d by Mr. 
Taylor, who appear’d there in his proper character, not as the two former gentle- 
men, in such a masquerade dress that Mr. Atty. Gen. cou’d not produce any 
witness who cou’d take upon him to swear to the identity of their persons, but 
Mr. Law being called upon, depos’d that he saw Mr. Taylor appear on the stage 
ill his bar wig acting the part of Counsellor Traverse in the Clandestine Marriage, 
and tho’ Mr. Taylor acted the Counsellor then, as he always does, in an inimit- 
able manner, yet the Court was of opinion that, by a)))>earing on the stage in 
that habit, he rather lessen’d the Dignity of the Wig, and therefore fin’d him 
1 glottic. p‘*. 

** Mr. Arden in a speech this morning had made use of the following expres- 
sions — ‘ No man wou’d be such a damn’d fool as to go to a lawyer for advice who 
knew how to act without it.* In this he was consider’d ns doubly culpable — in 
the first place as having offended against the laws of Almighty (iod by liis pro- 
fane cursing, for which however he made a very suflicient atonement by paying 
a bottle of claret ; and, secondly, as having made use of an expression which, if 
it shou’d become a jirevailing opinion, might have the most alarming consc- 
(| lienees to the profession, and was tlicrefore deservedly consider’d in a fiir more 
heinous light; for this last offence he was fin’d Lotties, p'^” 

“ Grand Court, Lancaster, April 1782. 

“ The Court being o])ened in due form, Mr. Atty. Genh Scott rose, and having 
reminded the Court of its vast superiority to every other (’ourt in the world, and 
of the great respect tliat ought to be paid to.it, said lie felt himself much hurt 

.i: za ... _i. i.,. i i i »»• i i._ e zm ... i 


11(111, uiiu wiiuKv vAiiiiipie, 11 uiiK iiiiclivu iciiiuiijcu uiipuiiisiicu, iiiigiii uc uxirciiicjy 
dangerous to its very existence ; for he informed the Court that, altho’ the said 
Mr. Lee had made his appearance at I^ancaster during tlic present itssizes, yet so 
little had he regarded the dignity of this Circuit, that in obedience to the call 
of one Lord llockingham, and somebody else not to be compared with this Court 
in point of eminence, be liad actually left his business on the Circuit and neglected 
his duty here. That said Mr. Lee, he understood, had returned at least 50 gs. 
to his clients — and having don ^ — ^ ’ * - 


lie amu ue auiiiu iiiiii; uttiiieiiiviii. lur uiu 

— • he therefore moved that said Mr. I^ee siio^. luneii lo me use oi uiis i.^ircuit 
at least as mucl»as he had voluntarily refunded to its clients. But, in its great 
mercy, the Court thought proper to fine him no more than 5 of claret.” 
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himself involved in the most tremendous political crisis that 
had occurred since the Revolution of 1688 — with almost a 

** York brand Court, held on Thursday the 18*** July, 1782. 

“ On the motion of Mr. Attr. Gen^, the Court in its great mercy mitigated 
Mr. Lee’s former fine of 5 gall*, to 2 gall*, p**. 

“ And was pleased to congratulate him on his resignation of the Solicitor 
GcncralsP., &c. 2 gall". p‘*.” 

(Entry interpolated long after the event). 

** Mr. Scott laid Mr. Davenport 5 guineas that Lord Ashburton will be 
Chief Justice of the King’s Bench before he dies. The bett was made at York 
in the presence of Mr. Withers, but not being communicated to the Junior at 
that time, he had no opportunity of recording it sooner. 

“ Wm. Lambe, the Junior.”* 


“ Lancaster Grand Night, Saturday, 29**’ March, 1783. 

“ Jn^. Scott, Esq’’, for having come into Lancaster the day before the Com- 
mission day, and having taken up his abode that evening at the King’s Arms 
in Lancaster, fined one gallon, p 1/. Is.” 

“ York Grand Night, Thursday, 7*** August, 1783. 

£ 8. d. 

“ Mr. J. Scott was congratulated on his Patent of Precedence, 2 

gall". p‘*. - - - - - -220 

Mr* J. Scott was also congratulated on his Election for Weobly, 

1 gal. p**. - - - - - -11*0 

“ Mr. S. Hey wood was congratulated on coming in his new carriage, 

1 gal. p'*. - - - - - 1 1 0 

“ Mr. J. Scott congratulated for the like, 1 gallon, p**. - - I 1 0 


“ Carlisle Grand Night, Salurd.ay, 23'‘* Aug*. 1783. 

“ Mr. .T. Scott moved that the two officers, the Att^. and SoK. Gen*, having 
negligently performed their duty *, it be entered on the Records that no thanks 
be voted them — and that a J.ctter be written to them by the Jun^, intimating 
that the Circuit has no further occasion for their services — and that Mr. Adam 
assist the Junior in writing the s‘*. I^etter — Ordered accordingly.” 

“ Carlisle Grand Night, Saturday, Aug*. 14**’, 1784. 

“ Mr. J. Scott convicted of travelling between Durham and Newcastle in 
company with Mr Clayton an attorney, fined I g". £i Ijr. p**. 

“ Mr. J. Scott congratulated upon being re-elected for W^eoblv, 1 g". p**. 
£'1 Is.” 


“Lancaster Grand Night, 25 Aug*. 1784. 

“ The following gentlemen were fined a bottle each for making a party to 
dino from the rest of the Circuit, at a different bouse than the Circuit House.” 


* Lord Melbourne, who was called to the bar, and went the Northern circuit 

till the death of his elder brother. 

* llie negligent officers were Wallace, A, G., and Lee, S. Gf, in whose place 
respectively Campbell and Law were now elected. 
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certainty of being immediately tamed adrift with all bis 
party. The ramours spread of the King’s aberration of mind 


** The following gentlemen for a like offence committed at Durham — fined 
each a bottle ; — 

“ Serj*. Boltoni Wyberg, 

Scott, Burke, 

Cochell, 

“ Sir Tho". Davenport having seduced the under-named gentle", to dine at 
the Bush in Carlisle, when a very good dinner was provided at the Circuit 
House, contrary to and in violation of the Rules of the. Circuit, was fined 1 
gal", p*^. 

Scott fined 2 bottles, p‘k 


“Mr. Seij*. Bolton for interrupting the Junior several times when be was 
speaking, was order'd by the Junior to come and .sit by him, but the Serjeant 
positively refu.sing to obey, the Junior wou’d not proceed with the business of 
the Court until his order was coinplyed with, which tlie Serjeant .still refusing, 
though repeatedly call’d upon, Mr. Scott, by force, brouglit the Serj*. to tho 
Junior, and placed him in a chair at his right hand, where he sat until the 
Junior gave him leave to return to his former station." 



“ Lancaster Grand Night, 27 March, 1785. 

“ N.B. Tlie following gentlemen not answering to their names on the opening 
of /.he Court, but recording their appearance soon afterwards, were fined a bottle 
each, viz. — 

Jn°. Scott, paid. 

“ Mr, Serj*. Bolton rose and moved (having first prefaced his motion with an 
eloquent address to tlie (’oiirt), * that John Scott, Esi]. be congratulated in a 
bottle on liis lively expectations of succeeding to a Directorship in the East 
India Company* — ordered accordingly — p**. 1 bottle. 

“John Scott, Esq'', having pleaded guilty to a charge exhibited against him- 
by an lionble and learned member, of having condescended (in derogation of 
tlie honour of this Court, and in contempt of its great authority), to ask leave 
of absence of the House of Commons, was fined 1 gll". paid. 

“ Ordered accordingly." 


“ Lent Assizes, Lancaster Grand Ni^lit, 1 April, 1786. 

“ Present, 

j". Scott. 

* “ Mr. Scott for having debased himself so much as to ask leave of the House 
of Commons to attend this Circuit, was fined one gallon, p'^. 


“ Lancaster Grand Night, March Sl*S 1787. 

“ Mr. Atty. Gen*, moved a congratulation to Mr. Law, on' the eloquent and 
complimentary speech made by Mr. Buller at the last Assizes at Lancaster, 
(which the Atty. read to the Court) on his calling him within the Bar. 

“ Mr. Law was congratulated thereupon in five gallons, p<^. 

“Mr. J. Scott then moved the following Resolution: — 

** Resolved uifknimously, by the rest of this Circuit (Mr. Law being excused 
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were unhappily confirmed by his Majesty’s demeanour ht a 
lcv4e, which he insisted on holding in the end of October, and 


from giving any vote), That this Circuit do unanimously disapprove the manner 
in which Mr. Bullcr called Mr. Tmw within tlie Bar at Lancaster. ^ And 
that Mr. Lee and Mr. Scott be desired to communicate the same to Mr. 
Buller in such manner as they shall think proper. 

** Which was carried in the affirmative. 

“ Mr. J. Scott having been appointed Cliancellor of Durham, was congratu- 
lated thereupon by the title of ‘ His Honour,’ in 3 gallons : by consent, p**. 

Mr. Lee as a suitor to His Honour’s Court, was congratulated on the 
security of his title to his estate under the administration of His Honour. 1 
gall, p-*.” 


“ Lancaster Grand Night, Thiirsd. 23** Ag*. 1 787. 

** It being moved and carried that Mr. Peters and Mr. Gcrrard slio** change 
wigs, and those gentlemen looking very handsome and to much advantage in 
conseq*^® of the change, and the whole Circuit feeling and expressing great joy 
and dullght in the improvement that was thereby eifected, Mr. Scott, with a 
view as well to the advantage resulting to those gentlemen, as to the evident 
pleasure w** the Circuit derived from their agreeable appearance, moved that the 
‘ change be absolute,* which was carried newi. con. 

** Messrs. Scott and Campbell having staid at Lincoln’s Inn till they had 
finished the business there, and not till then setting out for the Northern Cir- 
cuit, thereby deserting the Circuit for their own convenience, fined Mr. Scott, 
p‘*. 2 bottles, » 

“ Mr. Campbell, 1 bottle, p‘*. , * 

“ Mr. Law *, ever since the time that I have had the honour of being appointed 
by his Majesty’s Commission (which I think is now between 8 and 9 years) one 
of the persons whose duty it is to administer the public justice of this kingdom, 
I have known you on many occasions distinguish yourself greatly at Westmin- 
ster Hall, at Guildhall, and upon this Circuit, and more particularly since the 
commencement of the present assizes, where you have led several causes with 
great judgment, discretion, ability, and temper. Honour ought ever to attend 
distinguished merit, and as I am particularly happy in the opportunity my pre- 
sent situation aflbrds me of doing justice to your’s, 1 hope you will not resist 
the command I am about to lay upon you, since I am sure it will be equally to 
the advantage of the public, your clients, the honour of the profession, and 
your own credit. — You will therefore take your seat within the Bar.” 

Proof. 

To prove that, a few days before last August Assizes, '1 
witness saw the original in the possession of Mr. Jus- ( i tt , , 
tice Buller, and that witness verily believes the same | * ywoo( . 

was of Mr. Law’s handwriting. C, M. J ^ 
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* In the County Palatine of Lancaster, where the Court sits in bancot the 
Judges exercise the privilege of calling counsel within the bar. Mr. Justice 
Buller in conferring this honour on Mr. Law (afterwards Lord Ellenborough), 
seems to have delivered an eloge upon him — which excited some jealousy. 

* This is the supposed 6loge — but must be greatly exaggerated. Hie mock 
charge is, that it had been written by Mr. Law himself. 

® Afterwards a Serjeant-at-Law, and Chief Justice of a WelJh Circuit. * 
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CIIAP. on the 20th of November, the day to which parliament stood 
^ prorogued, the royal authority was in complete abeyance, 

A.D. 1788. 

Lord El- “ Mr. Att^. Gen*, read the resolution made by the last Grand Coiirt at Lan- 
don's report caster respecting Mr. Justice Bullcr's speech in recommendation of Mr. Law, 
of what he »**d moved that the ans*^ of Mr. Justice Bullcr be reported to the Co*, 
had done in “ Mr. Scott after ment^'. to the Co*, that the reason upon the re.solution 
presenting was founded, was that every man might rise and be rewarded only acc«. to their 
the remon- talents, informed them it was the wish both of Mr. Lee and himself, who were 
strance to honoured with the commission of conveying the resolution to the J udge, that 

Mr. Justice sl^o** l^c communicated to him with as much temper, decency, and secrecy, as 

Bullcr. were consistent with the end of it — that it gave them infinite pain to find that 
the resolution had got into every newspaper before they had got ten miles from 
the place where it was made, and was published with the names of the persons 
whom it concerned and every particular. He complained much of the publi- 
cation, and declared that if he had known or could have supposed it would have 
been divulged he would not have been one of the persons to have communicated 
it — that it was a laudable resolution, and known and aj)j)roved by all the Cir- 
cuits. That Mr. Lee and himself had however hesitated to deliver it, as they 
deemed it absolutely necessary that it should he ineiit**. with a due degree of 

temper — that being divulged by any person present, it was defeated of its 

effect — that it was more mischievous to make the resolution and publish it in 
the manner this has been pubh*, than if no such resolution had been made — 
and that they tho* the Judge’s conduct detestable. On the best cous*^“. they 
CO** give the subject, they tho* it right the Judge sho** know the resolution in 
the manner directed by the Circuit, and to execute the commission with which 
th#y were entrusted, they went in person to his house. They were denied ad- 
mittance, a.s they expected they should be, but (lel*^**. for him at the door a letter 
inclosing the re.solution, w*^** they were satisfied he had received. That it had been 
the subject of much di.seussion amongst the twelve judges. However, no answer 
to it had been given. He concluded with lament^ that the best intention of the 
Circuit was counteracted by divulging the resolution in the public newspapers. 

“ Resolved that the thanks of the Court be given to Mr. Lee and Mr. Scott 
for their conduct in the execution of the commission entrusted to their care. 

“ Mr. Scott moved, and it was thereupon unanimously resolved, that it is the 
opinion of this Circuit that all the proceedings of tlie Grand Court be kept pro- 
foundly secret.”* 


Charge 
against 
Lord Eldon 
of not mak- 
ing dull 
^pccchc.s on 
the Circuit 
— but con- 
victed of 
making dull 
speeches 
and writing 
dull para- 
graplis else- 
where. 


“ Lancaster Grand Night, Saturday, ‘29**‘ March, 1788. 

“ Mr. Attorney Gen*, began with informing the Court that the hint lately 
given at York, that if the Seniors should not commit very great offences they 
wo‘* be fineahle for their purity, had not been lost upon them ; they had furnished 
him with many and great crimes. He observed that Mr. Scott, tho* counsel 
for many years with great business and great genius, had taken effectual care 
never to make dull speeches on the Circuit, and in consequence of his care had 
kept other bright geniuses from business. He had, however, to accuse him of 
the great crimes of making dull speeches elsewhere, and writing dull paragrapli.s, 
interfering with those who profess to write them, and deprive them of their 
bread. This charge he proved by the foll^ jiaragrapli in a public newspaper:— 
* A correspondent would advise Messrs. Scott and Hardinge, to refrain a little 
from their daily puffs in the newspapers. If the learned gentlemen want clients, 

* Notwithstanding the ludicrous air of some of these proceedings, there really 
seems to have b(j«n a reriv>n.strance sent by the Circuit to Mr. Justice Buller, and 
certainly it coula not be permitted to the Judges publicly to puff a pet barrister. 

** Hugging a Judge” might become a very serious offence. 
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tiis Majesty’s intellect being niuch disturbed and his person 
being under restraint. 


they may rest assured that this is not the way to procure them ; — tlicir para- 
graphs are as dull as their speeches.* 

“ Fined 1 gallon (p**) for his dull speeches, 
and 1 gallon (p*^) for his dull paragraph.^. 

. “ Mr. SolK Gen^ insisted that Scott was guilty of great buggery. He hugs 
the king — he hugs attornies — he drank tea with two of them to-day. Taylor 
alledged that he was the greatest hypocrite in the world, that he is believed to 
be a great lawyer, but that he knows no more of law than lie does of religion ; 
this Taylor .speaks of his own knowledge havK known the criminal 14 years. 

“ Lancaster Grand Night, Aug*. 6*’*, 1788. 

“ 'Hie Soli’’ Gen^, J. 1*. Hey wood, rose and mov’d that Sir John Scott, Kn*., 
SolK. Gen’, to his Majesty, might be congratulated on his appointment to the 
high ollice of SolF. Gen’., and on his being made a Kn*., — that he might be 
condoled with for having lost his scat in Pari*., — and congratulated on his re- 
election. 

d. 

“ He wa.s accordingly congrat^. on his being made Soli*. Gen’, i O p*’. 

Knighted - - - - - 5 0 p*’. 

Condoled with for the loss of his seat in ParP. - J 0 p‘’. 

Congra*’. re-election - - - - 1 0 p'^. 

“ S*. J. Scott their lamented, in very pathetic terms, his exaltation to the dignity 
of Knighthood ; but confess’d that it was certainly true. The Soil*. Gen’., [i, e. 
of the Cl rcwi<,] then said that he owed the Circuit 500 guineas, which he’ was 
afraid they never w*^* be able to get ; that Sir .fohn Scott and Pepper Arden 
were his bail ; that one liad actually run away, and the other was upon the point 
of following him : he therefore begged leave to move for better hail, that the 
name of Scott he struck out, and those of Law, Cockell, and Cliamhrc inserted, 
w*^’* was done accordingly. 


Law in 1 gallon 

9 , 

1 p*’. 

Chainhre 1 gallon 


Cockell 1 gallon 

1 1 p^’. 


“ S*. .J. Scott then rose, and stated that by y® Act 14 Hen. 8. c. 86. s. 72. he 
liad a right to n])point a chaplain, and that lie wished to .sliow every respect to 
the Court ; he therefore mov’d that the L** llishop ’ immediately ordain Peters, 
and that lie would sign his noiniuatioii. He was immediately ordain’d : a grand 
procession with flambeaus conducted him round the table to the Kisliop.”* 
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' Lancaster Summer Assizes, Thursday, August 8”‘, Grand Night. 1799. 

“Mr. Serj*. Cockell alluded t(» a letter received by Mr. Law from Lord Eldon, 
and said that it ought to he highly gratifying to the Circuit ; for his Lord.shlp 
had there expressed that it was on this Circuit that he had found those princi- 
ples and examples of which tlie adoption and imi^ition had led him to honour 
and fame. Put as the letter could not be produced, no specific resolution was 
come to on the subject. His Lordship’s health was drunk with three times 
three cheers.” 

' The Circuit had then an officer called Bishop : the oflicc was then filled by 
Martin. •> 

This is the last time Scott appears on the Circuit. 


Where 
Lord 
Eldon 
found the 
principles 
and ex- 
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was ad- 
vanced to 
honour and 
fame. 
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cxcv ^ John Scott ably supported the course which the unpo- 
■ ’ pularity of the Heir Apparent and his Whig favourites enabled 

^ 1788. pfoiji these valuable records, which I have only become acquainted with 

£ntncs in since my Life of Lord Loughborough passed through the press, it appears that 
the Uecords although he at first met witli such a rough reception he liad afterwards ingra- 

of the tiated himself with his brother circuiteers, and had joined in all their revelry. 

Northern 

Circuit re- “ Grand Court, York, 30th July, 17f)8. 

spectiug “ Mr. Wedderburn, being charged with absence on the grand night in the 

Lord' Spring Circuit, confessed a lucrative inducement — was adjudged guilty of a 

Lough- high crime and misdemeanour. Fine, 1 doz. of claret — paid, 
borough. 

** Mr. Wedderburn delivered, in a pathetic manner, the thanks of the Court to 
his Honour, Mr. Mcllish, Master of the Revels, for his Honour's incredible 
dexterity and unwearied diligence in the execution of his office. 

“ N.B. It was the opinion of Mr. Wedderburn (and it was not contradicted by 
the Court), that Mr. Mellish was by nature particularly created and marked out 
for his office — Nascitur non Jit. 

His Honour was pleased to return a most gracious answer: and was re- 
qul^ted to print it.** 


“At Appleby, 12 Aug*. 1768. 

“ Mr. Wedderburn and Mr. Wallace (hav^. full notice of this Court), tho* 
solemnly called, did not aiipcar. 

“ Resolved unanimously, that for this oflcncc the most elegant dinner, dessert, 
and wines be provided for .the Circuit on Tuesday next at the King's Arms, at 
Jja^caster, at the expence of Mr. Wedderburn and Mr. Wallace, and Mr. 
Fearnley, the messenger, . is ordered to transcribe and deliver to each of them, on 
or before that day, the case of the Jewish General, as an authority in support of 
this proceeding of the Court. Paid.** 


“ August 8. 1770. 

‘‘ Bolton bets liOckhart one gallon of claret y*^ Davenport will have issue of 
his body lawfully begotten, before the commission day for y*'* next Summer As- 
sizes at York. 

“ Wedderburn bets J“ Russell one gallon of claret, y^- Davenport has a 
posthumous child born, between y*’ commission day ]n.st mentioned, and y" com- 
mission day for the Summer Assizes following at York, p^*.*’ 

“Appleby, Aug^. 1770. 

“ Mr. Wedderburn and Mr. Wallace being adjudged guilty of preventing Mr. 
I^ee’s attend*, the judge the first day, and attending themselves in their wigs and 
gowns w^’*out giving him notice, fined each one gallon.” 

“ Lancaster, Sept^ 3. 1770. 

“ Promotions. 

“ Mr. Wedderburn, Steward of Wakefield Races, 2 bottles. 

“ Mr. Wedderburn for his election into Parliament for Bishop’s Castle, 1 
gallon.* 

“ Grand night. 

“ Ordered y^ Mr. Lee, Mr. Hutham, and Mr. Chambers, communicate the 
thanks of y® circuit to Mr. Wedderburn, for his conduct ns leader.”* 

* I am rather surprised not to find an entry of his being congratulated as 
“ Steward of thc^jChiltern Hundreds.** 

* Tliis is the last mention of Wedderburn, and the resolution, I presume, was 
passed when he finally took leave of the circuit. 
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Mr. Pitt successfully to take on this occasion, contrary (I 
think) to all the principles of an hereditary monarchy ; which 
was to assert a right in the two Houses of Parliament to elect 
any person Begent whom they should prefer, with such 
powers as they should think fit to bestow upon him. When 
the resolution embodying this doctrine was moved in the 
House of Commons, tlie Solicitor General contended that 
the King was still in contemplation of law as perfect as ever, 
and the positive right of the Prince of Wales to the regency 
was in the present case clearly undefined. No precedent, no 
analogy, could be furnished from the legal records of the 
constitution, that established it as a right : no provision then 
having been made by law, in the present conjuncture of 
affairs parliament was called upon to establish a precedent, 
which the contingency of past ages had not furnished.” On 
a subsequent day he thus reasoned the question, whether the 
form should be adopted of putting the Great Seal, during 
the King’s incapacity, to a commission for opening Par- 
liament, and giving the royal assent to the Kcgcncy BiHe ? 

Will any man dare to express a doubt whether the King 
sits on the throne or not ? For my part I am determined to 
support the law, because the law supports the King on the 
throne. The throne is at present full of the monarch, and 
no man dares to say that his Majesty is deficient in his 
natural capacity. I will therefore vote for the commission 
upon the simple ground of preserving the forms of the consti- 
tution ; and be it remembered that upon the preservation of 
the forms depends the substance of the constitution. The 
parliament held in the firk year of Henry VI. was a perfect 
legislature, consisting of King, Lords and Commons, although 
the Seal was put to the commission for opening it by a babe 
of nine months old. It lias been said, that if the two Houses can 
thus procure the royal assent to the Kegcncy Bill, they may 
proceed to pass other Bills in the same way. But the right 
which necessity creates, is limited by the same necessity. As 
a justification of the use of the Great Seal in the King’s name, 
I must observe that, notwithstanding his Majesty’s temporary 
incapacity, — in the eye of tJic law his politic capacity remains 
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entire* Therefore, there would be no illegality in passing a 
Regency Bill in his name, and in no other way can a regent 
be lawfully appointed* The succession to the throne is 
undoubtedly hereditary, but the wisdom of ages has Jcft it to 
the two Houses of Parliament to provide for the exercise of 
the Government on an emergency like this. If a commission 
had been sealed for opening the Parliament before the two 
Houses met on the 20th of last month, I am of opinion that 
it would have been legal.* Gentlemen may talk as they 
please about legal metaphysics; the law is as I have explained 
it. An honourable member has said, if you can by putting 
the Great Seal to a commission make a legislature, why did 
they not drag the Thames for the Great Seal at the Revolu- 
tion, and go on passing Bills without calling in William and 
Mary ? I answer to the honourable member, ^ Let the throne 
be vacant, and I care not where the Great Seal is ! ’ When 
the throne is vacant, every function of the executive govern- 
ment is at an end ; the Courts of justice do not sit. But let 
tl^ House remember that the Courts of justice are now sitting, 
and the Judges are administering justice in the King’s name 
upon the very maxim that the political capacity of the King 
is entire. At the Revolution, the throne being vacant, the 
Great Seal was inoperative, there being no Sovereign in whose 
name acts of state could be done ; but William, the great 
deliverer of the nation, after the legislature was complete, 
passed a statute giving legal validity to the proceedings of 
the two Houses during the interregnum. I conclude with 
solemnly protesting that the opinion I have given proceeds 
from j)rinoiple only — and is uninfliienced by any motive but a 
regard for the constitution and a reverence for the wisdom of 
ages.” t 

When the proposal came to be debated of vesting in the 


* This bold doctrines which even supersedes the two Houses of Parliament 
■^vesting supreme power in the persfm who, for the time being, is in pos- 
session of the Great Seal, may, perhaps, account for Lord Eldon's conduct on 
some occasions as Chancellor, — when he put the Great Seal to commissions under 
warrants signed by the King wliile in the custody of his medical attendants. 

t 27 Pari. Hist. 825. 

• r 
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Queen the power of appointing to all the offices in the House- 
hold, Sir John Scott said, When gentlemen tell me that by 
withholding from the Eegent the patronage of the Eoyal 
Household, tliey would be guilty of a breach of the Constitu- 
tion, let them explain how I am to discharge my allegiance to 
the Sovereign on the Throne, without taking care that his 
resumption of his royal authority may be rendered as little 
difficult as possible. I do not speak with indelicacy towards 
the Prince of Wales if I show that jealousy which belongs 
to my character as a member of Parliament — which it is my 
duty to show to the other branch of the Legislature, andjo 
the Executive Government. If the sense of the people be 
taken at your bar, or in any other way, the language they 
would hold would undoubtedly be, What! could you not do 
your duty for three short months? Were you so hasty to 
dethrone your lawful Sovereign, that you treated him with 
the grossest disrespect, and stripped him of every mark of 
regal dignity and distinction, after he had been ill no longer 
than a month ? Do gentlemen seriously argue that the Ep- 
gent, with the army, the navy, the church, and all the offices 
connected with the public revenue at his command, cannot 
carry on a vigorous and effective government ? Where is 
the integrity of the House, if such arguments arc used ? Arc 
there no men who will act from the impulse of a higher 
feeling — from a sense of duty, and from what they owe to 
their country and to their own character? I ask, is not his 
Majesty alive, and afflicted with a severe malady ? — and is not 
tills a reason for giving him additional attendance, rather 
than taking away what he before had ? It has been said, 
that to give this patronage to the Queen would be so much 
influence thrown into the hands of Opposition ; but it would 
be a gross and indecent reflection on that exalted and vir- 
tuous personage, to suppose that she would employ her 
power for the purpose of opposing the government of her 
son. No plan can be suggested which is not clogged with 
some evil ; but upon my honour, and upon my conscience, 
that which we are called upon to adopt I sincerely believe 
VOL. VII. H 
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the most safe, the most constitutional, and the most ex- 
pedient.” * 

Finally, on the motion that the Great Seal should be put 
to a commision for opening Parliament, Mr. Solicitor said, — 

This is the only legal mode of proceeding; the other — 
that of addressing the Prince to take upon him the Regency, 
(a term unknown to the law,) Is wholly illegal. You must 
proceed by Act of Parliament ; and the Great Seal once put 
to it gives it all the authority of law, so that no inquiry can 
be instituted as to the mode in which it has been passed. If 
letters patent are sealed with the Great Seal without the 
King’s warrant having been previously granted, — however 
criminal may be the conduct of the person who has so acted, 
they are of full force, and bind the King himself as much as 
if signed with the King’s own hand. We are not now dis- 
cussing a party question, and I know that my opinion is not 
influenced by any party bias. If the Prince were to accept 
the regency on an address, he must represent the King in 
tljc House of Lords wltliout authority, and he must give the 
royal assent to a Regency Bill, thereby appointing himself 
Regent, — so that he might be exposed to future difficulties 
from grave questions arising as to his authoi’ity. The com- 
mission is a fiction, I admit ; but there are many fictions of 
law, and from some of these fictions arise the best security 
of the rights of the subject. The present may be called a 
wholesome fiction, inasmuch as it saves the Constitution from 
danger, and proves this Constitution to be so admirably con- 
structed that it contains in itself a provision for every emer- 
gency.” t 

Such arguments prevailed in England, although, after the 
consideration I have repeatedly given to the sulgect, I must 
ever think that the Irish Parliament proceeded more consti- 
tutionally by considering that the Heir Apparent was entitled 
to exercise the royal authority during the King’s incapacity, 
as upon a demise of the Crown, and by presenting an address 
to him, praying him to do so, instead of arrogating to them- 


• ^7 Pari. Hist. 10.33. 


t Ib. 1155. 
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selves, in Polish fashion, the power of electing the supreme 
magistrate of the republic, and resorting to the palpable lie of 
the proceeding being sanctioned by the afflicted Sovereign. 
While the bill was still pending in the House of Lords, all 
these speculations were cut short, for this turn, by George’s 
happy recovery. 

The disappointed Whigs tried to assuage their grief by 
ridiculing Sir John Scott, and the others who had fought 
most stoutly against them. In the following Jew d^esprity which 
they published in the Rolliad : ” — 


« INCANTATION, 

OR RAISING A PHANTOM; IMITATED PROM ‘MACBETH,* AND LATELY PERFORMED 
BY HIS majesty’s SERVANTS IN WESTAIINSTER. 

Thunder. — A Caldron boilinff. 

Enter three Witches. 

First Witch. Thrice the Doctors have been heard, 

Second Witch. Thrice the Houses have conferr’d. 

Ihird Witch, 'rhrice hath Sydney cock’d his chin, 

Jciiky cries — Rcgin, begin. 

First Witch. Hound al)out tlie caldron go, 

In the fell ingredients throw. 

Still-born fwtus, born and bred 
In a lawyer's puzzled heady 
Hatch'd by ‘ Mctaphysic Scotty 
Boil thou in tlC enchanted ftot. 

All. Double, double toil and trouble ; 

Fire burn, and caldron bubble. 

Second Witch, Skull, that holds the small remains 
Of old Camden’s addle brains ; 

I.iver of the lily’s hue. 

Which in Itichuiond’s carcass grew ; 

I’ears wjiich, stealing down the check 
Of the rugged Thurlow, speak 
All the poignant grief he feels 
For his Sovereign — or the Seals ; 

For a charm of powerful trouble. 

Like a hell-broth, boil and bubble. 

All. Double, double toil and trouble ; 

Fire burn, and caldron bubble. 

Third Witch. Clippings of Corinthian brass 
From the visage of Dundas ; 

Forg’d address, devis’d by Rose, 

Half of Pepper Arden’s nose ; 

Smuggled vote of city thanks. 

Promise of insidious Banks ; 

Add a grain of Kollo’s courage, 

To indamc the hellish porridge. 
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Pint Witch, Cool it with Lloyd Kenyon’s blood. 

Now the charm is firm and good. 

All Double, double toil and trouble ; 

Fire burn, and caldron bubble. 

Enter Hecate, Queen of the Witches, 

Hecate, Oh ! well done ! I commend your pains. 

And ev’ry one shall share i* th* gains.’* 

The losing party likewise raised a laugh against their 
antagonists, by protending that Lord Belgravc, afterwards 
Marquis of Westminster, who, on this occasion, declared 
against them, and quoted, in debate, a passage from the 
Greek text of Demosthenes, had actually spouted the follow- 
ing line from Homer, — 

“Tbv 8* avafi€i€6fievo5 irpoarlipri nSSas wkvs *Ax*AAct;s” — 

publishing translations of It (for the benefit of the country 
gentlemen) by those who had chiefly combated the right of 
the Prince of Wales during the late crisis. 

Translation hy Sir John Scott. 

** With mctaphysic art his spuccli he ])lann’d, 

« And said — what nobody could understand.” 

However, wc have “ Anotheu by the Chancellor,” 
in honour of his protege; — 

“ To him Achilles, with a furious nod, 
llcplicd, ‘ A very pretty speech, by 

The ultra-loyal lawyer was abundantly compensated for all 
these gibes by a message, some little time afterwards, from 
George III., requesting a call from him at Windsor. Being 
ushered into the Koyal presence, the King most graciously 
said to him, I have no other business with you. Sir John 
Scott, than to thank you for the affectionate fidelity with 
which you adhered to me when so many had deserted me, in 
my malady.” f 

* RolHad, 20th edition, p. 531. 

f Lord Eldon used to discredit the report of Thiirlow’s double-dealing on 
the late occasion, saying, “ I was at the time honoured with his intimacy ; 
scarcely a day passed in which there was not much interesting conversation 
upon that subject between Lord Thurlow and the King’s friends, with which I 
was acquainted, and 1 do not believe there was a word of truth in the diarge.” 
But the truth of it has been established beyond all possibility of contradiction 
or doubt. (See Vol. V. Chap. CLX.) I have heard it insinuated that Sir 
John Scott himift;lf was privy to ihese intrigues, and had a hope, under Thur- 
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Sir John Scott led a very quiet life from this time fot four 
years, — till he was promoted to be Attorney General, and 
the Keign of Terror ” began. During this long interval, he 
hardly fever had occasion to open his mouth in the House 
of Commons, — there were no state prosecutions ; — and, 
answering a few Government cases, which could have given 
him little trouble, he had only to attend to his business in the 
Court of Chancery. There, those who came next to him 
were at an immense distance behind him, and his gains must 
have been enormous. Yet he was at great pains to inculcate 
the doctrine that a successful barrister is a loser by becoming 
a law officer of the Crown ; and in the Anecdote Book he 
gives this account of a dialogue with George HI., in which 
I must say he seems considerably to have mystified his 
worthy old master : “ Soon after I became Solicitor General, 
his Majesty George III., at Weymouth, with the kindness 
which he uniformly manifested to me, said, ‘Well, I hope 
your promotion has been beneficial to you?’ I asked his 
Majesty, if he meant in professional income? He s^iid, 
‘ Yes, ill that and in other respects.’ I told him, icliat tvas 
strictly true^ that in annual receipt I thought I must lose 
about two thousand pounds a-year. He seemed surprised, 
and asked how that could be accounted for? I stated to him 
that the attention of his law officers was called to matters 
of international law, public law, and the laws of revenue, 
and other matters, with which not having been previously 
familiar, they were obliged to devote to them a vast deal 
of time, and to withdraw it from those other common matters 
of business which were very profitable ; and I concluded by 
stating, what was then the habit of the solicitors of the public 
offices, to give the Solicitor General only three guineas with 
his Majesty’s (the Government’s) cases, which required more 
time and attention fully to consider, and satisfactorily to 


low's auspices, of being Solicitor General to the Regent ; but I do not believe 
that there is any foundation for this. He never seems to have been privy 
to 'I'hurlow's negotiations with the Whigs ; and I make no doubt that he acted 
on the occasion of the Regency with entire singleness of purpose. Gratitude 
made him eager to disbelieve any thing to Tliurlow’s disadvantage, as well as to 
magnify his good qualities. 
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answer, than the cases of private individuals, with which 
their attorneys frequently left fees of ten, fifteen, twenty, dr 
twenty-five guineas.’ ‘Oh I’ said the King, ‘then for the 
first time I comprehend what I never could before under- 
stand, why it has been always so difficult to get any opinions 
from my law officers!’” — I must be permitted to doubt 
whether, while in the tranquil times of his Solicitor-General- 
ship, he ever sacrificed a particle of private practice to his 
public duty ; — and his professional emoluments, — with the 
higher fees given by ordinary clients to a counsel who enjoys 
the highest dignity at the Bar, — must have abundantly in- 
demnified him for giving up his circuit. — In spite of his 
heavy losses. Instead of being again reduced to buy six- 
penn’orth of sprats for supper In Fleet Market, In the course 
of a few years he bouglit the fine estate of Eldon, in the 
county of Durham, from which he afterwards took his title. * 

Parliament being dissolved in June, 1790 , he was again 
returned from AVeobly, and made a speech to the rustics 
on« the blessings enjoyed under the English Constitution, — 
cautioning them against French principles, of which he early 
became apprehensive. 

The first subject discussed in the new House of Commons 
was, “whether the iinpcachnient against Mr. Hastings had 


♦ Since writing the last paragraph, I have met with an exact statement of Sir 
John Scott's gains from his own fee-book abundantly corroborating my con- 
jectures ; for it appears that the first year he was in office, instead of losing 
2000/., he made more than 1000?. beyond the receipts of the preceding year, and 
that his income went on constantly increasing : 
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abated by the dissolution?” and, this being considered an 
open question, although Mr. Pitt and Mr. Dundas held the 
negative, Mr. Solicitor, under the influence of Lord Thurlow, 
contended strongly for the affirmative. In answer to the 
argument, that this would enable the Crown at all times to 
defeat an impeachment by dissolving Parliament, although 
it be declared by the Bill of Bights that a pardon under the 
Great Seal cannot be pleaded in bar to an impeachment, 
— he went so far as to aver, that the Crown ought to have 
the right of dissolving for the express purpose of abating 
an impeachment, — saying that the new House of Commons, 
if they think fit, may commence proceedings de novo.'*^ * But 
this most preposterous doctrine, which I am sorry to say 
several lawyers of eminence supported, was overruled by the 
good sense of the House, and is now universally allowed to be 
untenalfle. — It seems to liave been absurdly insinuated in the 
newspapers, that Sir John Scott and his associates of the long 
robe had been bribed by Mr. Hastings; for, a few days after the 
decision, writing to Henry, at Newcastle, to give an account 
of an attack of the gout, lie refers to this calumny, and talces 
occasion to mention that his opinion was unchanged : Oh ! 
the dignity of the cloth shoe ! How hard it is upon me that 
I, the youngest, and most temperate and abstemious of the 
three, should, the first of all the brothers, arrive to this 
dignity I I hope most heartily you may escape ; beeausc, 
between the pain felt and the pain of being laughed at, the 
complaint is quite intolerable. ... You would see by the 
papers how unmercifully we poor lawyers have been treated 
in the House of Commons. — But the black squadron^ as we 
are called, arc an obstinate little handful, and in the long 
run, in a right cause, we shall at least fall gloriously. As to 
newspaper slander, all which to my knowledge is paid for, 
I hold that cheap, — and, in spite of it, I shall have, at our 
next meeting, another tumble down with Charles Fox and 
William Pitt, who, for once at least, agree In a business in 
which they are both wrong.” 
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The only other measure on which he spoke while Solicitor 
General, was Mr. Fox’s Libel Bill. This he was not per- 
mitted directly to oppose, for Mr. Pitt and Lord Grenville, to 
their immortal honour, were determined to carry it against 
the efforts of Lord Thurlow and the bigoted opinion of all 
the Judges; but he did what he could to disparage and to 
weaken it. According to the Parliamentary History, “ the 
Solicitor General began by professing a most religious regard 
for the institution of juries, which he considered the greatest 
blessing which the British Constitution had secured to the 
subject. He had his doubts, however, whether tlie bill then 
before the House would add to the utility of that invaluable 
institution.” He then stood up for the old doetrine that libel 
or no libel? was a question of law for the Judges, and sug- 
gested that “a bill to unsettle a well-established rule, by which 
the courts had been guided for a century, ought not to pass 
with precipitation.”* Finding that the bill must pass, he 
afterwards added a proviso which was very unnecessary, and 
wWch for a good many years proved very injurious, that on 
trials for libel the Judges should, according to their discretion, 
give their opinion and directions to the jury on the matter in 
issue between the King and the defendant, in like manner as 
in other criminal cases.” f 

A few days after the Libel Bill received the Eoyal assent. 
Lord Thurlow was forced to surrender the Great Seal. On 
this occasion Sir J ohn Scott acted a very honourable and spi- 
rited part, of which we have an extremely interesting nar- 
rative from his own lips, delivered to his brother-in-law, 
Mr. John Surtees : — Having received a message from 
Mr. Pitt, begging that I would call upon him, I called ac- 
cordingly. Mr. Pitt said,— ^ Sir John Scott, I have a cir- 
cumstance to mention to you, which on account of your per- 
sonal and political connection with Lord Thurlow, I wish that 
you should hear from myself. Lord Thurlow and I 
have quarrelled, and I have signified to him his Majesty’s 
commands that he should resign the Great Seal.’ I replied, 

• 29 Pari. Hist. 592. 594. 602. 

t c. 60. s. 2. 
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( I am not at all surprised at the event which has taken place; I 
have long looked forward with great pain to the probability 
of such an event, and my resolution is formed. I owe too 
great obligations to Lord Thurlow to reconcile it to myself to 
act in political hostility to him, and I have too long and too 
conscientiously acted in political connection with you to join 
in any party against you. Nothing is left for me but to 
resign my office as Solicitor General, and to make my bow to 
the House of Commons.’ Mr. Pitt reasoned with me, and 
implored me not to persist in that resolution — in vain, — but 
at length prevailed upon me to consult Lord Thurlow before 
I proceeded any farther. After I had stated to Lord Thurlow 
what had passed between Mr. Pitt and myself, he said,— 

■ Scott, if there be any thing which could make me regret 
what has taken place (and I do not repent it), it would be that 
you should do so foolish a thing. I did not think that the 
King would have parted with me so easily. As to that other 
man, he has done to me just what I should have done to him 
if I could. It is very possible that Mr. Pitt, from jmrty a^d 
political motives, at this moment may overlook your pretensions ; 
but sooner or later you iniist hold the Great Seal. I know no 
man but yourself qualified for its duties.’ I yielded, and, pre- 
serving the friendship of Lord Thurlow, I continued to act 
Avith undiminished cordiality with Mr. Pitt.” * 

His last prominent act as Solicitor General Avas, very j^ro- 
j)erly, to appeal to the hiAVS of his country against a gentleman 
Avho sent him a challenge for words spoken by him as counsel, 
strictly in the discharge of his professional duty. There Avas 
no reason to doubt his personal courage, but a display of it 
on such an occasion would have been a Avanton exposure of 
his own valuable life, and Avould have established a precedent 
highly detrimental to the interests of suitors in courts of 
justice. His conduct Avas entirely approved of by the Bar 
and by the public. The challenger, avIio thus sought to re- 
store his reputation from the disgrace Avhich the evidence in 
the cause had cast upon him, Avas sentenced by the Court of 
King’s Bench to fine and imprisonment. — But scenes Avere at 
hand in Avhich our hero ai)peared with little advjnitage. 
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I NOW with great pain approach Sir John Scott as Attorney 
General, for I shall be obliged to censure him severely in 
this capacity. I doubt not that he acted all the while in 
strict conformity to his own views of justice and expediency, 
but I consider that in several instances these were most 
erroneous. It must be admitted that the times were perilous. 
Although the vast bulk of the inhabitants of this country 
were steadily attached to the monarchical government under 
which they and their ancestors had so signally prospered — 
in the movement produced by the French revolution, there 
were some ill-designing men who wished to introduce public 
confusion, in the hope that they might suddenly attain the high 
station in society for which they were unwilling to strive by 
patient industry ; and there were some well-meaning enthu- 
siasts, who thought that the happiness of the community 
might be promoted by a considerable change in our institu- 
tions. Both classes ought to have been repressed, and might 
easily have been repressed — by a firm and temperate adminis- 
tration of the existing law; — but the existing law was strained 
and perverted, and new penal enactments were introduced 
by which the most important rights of the subject were 
suspended, and the constitution was permanently endangered. 
Of this system, by which discontent was aggravated, and 
odium w’as brought upon courts of justice, and upon the 
legislature. Sir John Scott was a most strenuous instigator 
and supporter. , 

On the 13th of Febniary, 1793, he became public prose- 
cutor, succeeding Sir Archibald Macdonald, promoted to the 
office of Lofd Chief Baron, and on the 27th of May follow- 
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ing he brought to trial John Frost for some foolish Words 
spoken after dinner in a coffee-house. I have already given 
an account of this most un-English prosecution^ and expressed 
my opinion pretty freely upon it. * In fairness I now give 
the Attorney General’s justification of himself in his reply 
— premising, that Erskine had tried to apologise for him by 
suggesting that he persisted in tlie prosecution, not because it 
had his own approbation, but because it had devolved upon 
him from his predecessor : — protest against that doctrine, 
that the Attorney General of England is bound to prosecute, 
because some other set of men choose to recommend it to him 
to prosecute, he disapproving of that prosecution. He has it 
in his power to choose whether he will or not, and he will act 
according to his sense of duty. Do not understand me to be 
using a language so impertinent as to say, that the opinions of 
sober-minded persons in any station in life, as to the necessity 
that calls for a prosecution, ouglit not deeply to affect his 
judgment. But I say it is his duty to regulate his judgment 
by a conscientious pursuance of that which is recommended 
to him to do ; and if any thing is recommended to him which 
is thought by other persons to be for the good of tlie country, 
but which he thinks is not for the good of the country, no 
man ought to be in the office who would hesitate to say, ^ My 
conscience must direct me ; your judgment sliall not direct 
me.’ And I know I can do this : I can retire into a situation 
in which I shall enjoy what, under the blessings of that con- 
stitution thus reviled, is perhaps the best proof of its being 
a valuable constitution — I mean the fair fruits of a humble 
industry, anxiously and conscientiously exercised in the fair 
and honourable pursuits of life. I state, therefore, to my 
learned friend, that I cannot accept that compliment which 
he paid me, when he supposed it was not my act to bring 
this prosecution before you, because it was not what I myself 
could approve. Certainly this prosecution was not instituted 
by me; but it was instituted by a person whose conduct, in 
the humane exercise of his duty, is well known ; and I speak 
in the presence of many who have been long and often wit- 
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nesses to it : and when it devolved upon me to examine the 
merits of this prosecution, it was my bounden duty to ex- 
amine, and it was my bounden duty to see if this was a breach 
of the sweet confidences of private life. If this was a story 
brought from behind this gentleman’s chair by his servants, 
I can hardly figure to myself the case in which the public 
necessity and expediency of a prosecution should be so strong 
as to break in upon the relations of private life. But is this 
prosecution to bo so represented ? When a man goes into a 
coffee-room, who is, from his profession, certainly not igno- 
rant of the respect which the laws of his country require from 
him as much as from any other man, and when he in that 
public coffee-house (provided it was an advised speaking) 
uses a language, which I admit it is clear, upon the evidence 
given you to-day, provoked the indignation (if you please so 
to call it) of all who heard it — when persons, one, two, 
thi’ee, or more, come to ask him what he meant by it — when 
he gives them the explanation, and when he makes the offen- 
sive words still more offensive by the explanation that he 
repeatedly gives, — will any man tell me, that if he goes into 
a ])ublic coffee-house, whether he conics into it from up-stairs, 
or whether he goes into it from the street, that he is entitled 
to the protection that belongs to the confidence of private 
life, or that it is a breach of the duties that result out of the 
confidence of private life to punish him ? ” * — I ivill only 
draw attention to the admission, that the prosecution could 
only be defended, provided it was an advised speaking,” 
and remark, that instead of being “ an advised speak- 
ing,” the words were elicited by rude provocation, from 
a man who had been indulging in wine. Yet, being in the 
rank of a gentleman, he was not only sentenced to six months’ 
imprisonment in NewgJitc, and to be expelled from his pro- 
fession of an attorney, but to stand one hour in the pillory at 
Charing Cross !!! ’' 

This was a fit prelude to the famous State Trials which 
took place in the following year. The blame of these rests 
chiefly with Mr. Pitt, and I am sorry to say that it throws a 


• 22 St Tr. 510. 
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Jeep stain upon his memory. If he had sincerely changed 

Ills opinion on parliamentary reform, it was not right in him :! 

to try to bring his former associates to an ignominious death a. d. 1794. 
for zealously treading in his footsteps. Lord Loughborough, 
then Chancellor, was next to blame; for he too, — though for a 
short space, — had been a reformer, and he had agitated at 
public meetings, holding language almost as intemperate as 
the members of the Corresponding Society.” Sir John How far 
Scott, from his earliest years, had been the steady and con- scott^uTbo 
sistent enemy of all innovation, and had looked with alarm Warned re- 
on every popular movement. He might, therefore, better be them!”^ 
excused for believing that those who advocated parliamentary 
reform were very dangerous characters, and were resolved to 
subvert the established government of the country. It must 
likewise be recollected, that in these proceedings he never 
displayed any thing like rancour or bitterness against any 
individual, and that his language and his manner were uni- 
formly mild and forbearing. Yet, in spite of the self-com- 
placency with which he spoke and wrote upon this subject 
till the close of his life, I am afraid that impartial history 
must condemn his conduct ; for, as a great lawyer, he ought 
to have known that seditious harangues and publications 
were only to be treated as misdemeanors^ and that to say 
men compassed and imagined the death of our Lord tlie 
King,” and ought to be executed as traitors, because they 
were liable to an ex officio information on which they might 
be fined and imprisoned, was to confound offences of a very 
different character, and to do away with the security which 
the Statute of Treasons, so long ago as the reign of Ed- 
ward III., had conferred upon the citizens of this free land. 

In the manner in which the prosecutions were conducted, 

I can blame nothing, except that an attempt was made to 
prejudge the case by parliamentary committees, and by pass- 
ing an act of the legislature, which recited the existence of 
the traitorous conspiracy — and that when the prisoners were 
apprehended and examined before the Privy Council, the 
judges who were to sit upon their trials were called in to 
listen to the evidence, and to join in the commitn]ent. Suph 
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a course would not be endured^at the present daj, and no 
Government composed of any party in the slate would venture 
to propose it. 

To avoid repetition, I must now abstain from entering into 
the details of the trials of Hardy, Horne Tooke, and Thel- 
wall, — which will be found in the life of Erskine. I would 
willingly give the whole of the Attorney General’s opening 
speech of nine hours^ but I am afraid that my work may be 
already considered too lengthy and too loeiglity^ and I must 
confine myself to the following sketch of it, which has been 
adopted by Mr. Twiss : — The Attorney General, in open- 
ing the various circumstances to the jury, as evidence to prove 
the treason of compassing the King’s death, stated that the 
proofs, which it would be his duty to adduce, would sufficiently 
establish the fact of a conspiracy to depose the King, which, 
in point of law, is an overt act of compassing his death : and he 
argued that it could not be less an overt act of compassing the 
King’s death for being included in the still wider design of sub- 
verting the entire monarchy and substituting a commonwealth, 
which was the real object aimed at under colour of ^ a full and 
fair representation of the people.’ If a conspiracy to depose 
the King is an overt act of compassing his death where the 
conspirators intend to supersede him by another king, it is 
equally so where they intend to supersede him by a republic. 
The' convention contemplated by these conspirators was in- 
tended to claim all civil and political authority ; which au- 
thority it was to exercise, by altering the government indepen- 
dently of the legislature and of the statutes by which the King 
is sworn to govern. The conspiracy to assemble such a con- 
vention was a conspiracy to depose the King from his sovereign 
power; and the insufficiency of the force by which the object 
might be attempted could make no difference in the character 
of the object itself, which must be equally treasonable whether 
successful or unsuccessful. Nor would it make any difference 
whether the first assembly to be convoked was to be itself a 
convention assuming all civil and political authority, or was 
only to devise the means of forming such a convention. Nei- 
ther would |he conspiracy be the less a treasonable one, for 
purposing to continue the name and office of king in the person 
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of George the Third, if that continuance was intended to be CHAP, 
coupled with a proviso that he should govern with a new kind 
of legislature, to be constituted by the convention. A king 
who should consent so to govern, would no longer be the law- 
ful king: he would have been deposed from his character of 
king as established by law. But he could not so consent ; for 
so to govern would be to violate his coronation oath : there- 
fore, he must refuse, must resist, and in consequence of resist- 
ing, his life must be in danger. In either case he would have 
been deposed : for the meeting of a convention, assuming all 
authority, must in itself have been, at least pro tempore^ a de- 
position of every other power. But in this case the evidence 
went beyond that kind of incidental deposition of the king : 
it proved that his actual deposition was the direct and express 
object of appointing a committee to constitute this convention. 

Beside the overt act of conspiring to depose the King by 
means of a convention, there were other overt acts of conspi- 
racy to depose the King by other mesins : by endeavouring to 
introduce into this country, through the agency of affiliatjd 
societies, the same principles which had been set at work in 
France, and to follow them out to the same end. The doc- 
trine put forward by the societies was that of ^ equal active 
citizenship,’ on which they sought to found a representative 
government. That was the principle upon which was formed 
the French constitution of 1791 — a constitution preserving 
the office of King, and setting up a sort of royal democracy. 

But in August 1792, that, constitution was destroyed: and 
the transactions of the English societies, in and after the Oc- 
tober succeeding that date; proved that, if not earlier, yet at 
least from October 1792, they meant to destroy the kingly 
office in England. They souglit to advance this object by 
stimulating their members to arm : and various divisions did 
arm, and clandestinely practise the manual exercise.”^ 

Lord Eldon used to relate very amusing anecdotes of this Anecdotes 
trial. Every evening, upon my leaving the Court, a signal trials re- 
was given that I was coming out, for a general hissing and igj 
hooting of the Attorney General. This went through the aon. 
street in which the Court sat from one end of it ^o the other, 

* See 24 St. Tr. 941. Of this last allegation no evidence could be produced. 
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and was continued all the way down to Ludgate Hill and by 
Fleet Market.” — One evening, at the rising of the Court, I 
was preparing to retire, when Mr. Garrow said, ^ Do not, Mr. 
Attorney, pass that tall inan at the end of the table-- ^ And 
why not ? ’ said Mr. Law, who stood next. * He has been 
here,’ answered Mr. Garrow, ^ during the whole trial, with his 
eyes constantly fixed on the Attorney General. ^ I will pass 
him,’ said Mr. Law. ^ And so will I,’ was my rejoinder. As we 
passed, the man drew back. When I entered my carriage, 
the mob rushed forward, crying, ^ That’s he, drag him out.’ 
Mr. Erskiiie, from whose carriage the mob had taken off the 
horses, to draw him home in triumph, stopped the people, 
saying, ^ I will not go without the Attorney General.’ I in- 
stantly addressed them : ^ So you imagine, that if you kill 
me, you will be without an Attorney General? Before ten 
o’clock to-morrow there will be a new Attorney General, 
by no means so favourably disposed to you as I am.’ I 
heard a friend in tlie crowd exclaim, ^ Let him alone ! Let 
hi^n aloite!’ They separated, and I proceeded. When I 
reached my house in Gower Street, I saw, close to my door, 
the tall man wlio stood near me in Court. I had no alter- 
native; I instantly went up to him: * What do you want?’ 
I said. ‘ Do not be alarmed,’ he answered ; ^ I have attended 
in Court during the whole of the trial — I know my own 
strength, and am resolved to stand by you. You once did 
an act of great kindness to my father. Thank God, you are 
safe at home. May He bless and protect you ! ’ He instantly 
disappeared.” 

Erskinc was, of course, extremely poi)iilar. He was re- 
ceived with universal plaudits, and there was nothing to disturb 
his enjoyment of this contrast, or to soften my mortification, 
until one evening the multitude which had thought proper to 
take his horses from his carriage, that they might draw him 
home, conceived among them such a fancy for a patriot’s 
horses as not to return them, but to keep them for their own 
use and benefit.” * 

The jury retired to deliberate. Upon their return, 

* , c , , . . . . ' 

* This imputation upon his admirers Erskine himself denied,— saying that 
it was “ a weak invention of the enemy.” 



LIFE OF LORD ELDON. 


113 


their names were called over. I never shall forget ..that 
awful moment. ^ Gentlemen of the jury/ said the Clerk 
of Arraigns, ^are you agreed in your verdict? What say 
you ? Is Thomas Hardy guilty of the high treason whereof 
he stands indicted^ or not guilty?’ ^Not guilty,’ in an 
audible voice, was the answer. It was received in Court 
without noise — all was still — but the shout of the people 
was heard down the whole street. The door of the jury-box 
Avas opened for the jurymen to retire; the crowd separated 
from them as the saviours of their couritry^'** 

Mr. W. E. Surtees, in his “ Sketch of tlie Lives of Lords 
Stowell and Eldon,” says, Scott, not long afterwards, said 
^the evidence was, in his opinion, so nicely balanced, that 
had he himself been on the jury, he did not know what 
A^erdiet he should have given.’ ’’f Surely the other pri- 
soners ought to IiaAC had the benefit of this doubt ; ” — 
and I have ahvays been Avholly at a loss to conjecture his 
motive for proceeding to the trial of Horne Tookc. 

The expedient Avas tried of making Sir John Mitfprd, the 
Solicitor General, open the case, — the Attorney General 
reserving the reply to himself. Speaking of the design im- 
puted to the conspirators to compel the King to govern 
against his Coronation Oath, Mr. Attorney rather incauti- 
ously said, " He ouyht to lose his life^ and I trust Avould be 
Avilling to lose his life rather than to govern contrary to that 
Coronation Oath.” — Mr, Tooke. ‘^What! is the Attorney 
General talking treason ? I should be unhappy to mis- 
take you : did you say the King ought to lose his life ? ” — 
Attorney General, “ It is. really difficult to decide for one’s 
self, Avhethcr this interruption is or is not proper.” — Mr, 
Tooke, I ask pardon of the learned gentleman ; and I pro- 
mise I Avill not interrupt him again during the Avhole of his 
reply. I only Avished to know Avhethcr, in j)rosccuting me 
for high treason, the Attorney General intentionally said 
something far Avorsc than any thing he has proved against 
me.” — Attorney General, I am very much obliged to the 
gentleman. I say this : that the King of Great Britain is 

♦ Twiss, i. 186-87. f Page ^7. 
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bound by his Coronjition Oath to govern according to the 
laws established in Parliament, and the customs of the realm ; 
that he is bound by that Coronation Oath to resist every power 
that seeks to compel him to govern otherwise than according 
to those laws ; that it must, therefore, -be understood that the 
King of Orcat Britain would resist such a power as that, be- 
cause he would be acting only in the exercise of his sworn 
duty ; and in resisting such a power as that he must inevitably 
lose his life.” 

Before concluding, Mr. Attorney (as might have been ex- 
pected), pathetically appealed to his conscience : — I here 
declare,” said he, that not one step would I take in this 
prosocutlon rcjnigiiant to the dictates of my own judgment, 
exercised according to what my conscience prescribes to that 
judgment, not for all which this world has to give me. Gen- 
tlemen, why should I ? You will allow me to say, after all 
tliat has passed, that I have no desire with respect to myself 
in this cause, but that my name should go down to posterity 
\^itli credit. I cannot but remember this is an interest most 
dear to me. Upon no other account my name will be trans- 
mitted to posterity : — with these proceedings it must be 
transmitted. That name, gentlemen, cannot go down to that 
])osterity, Avithout its being understood by posterity what 
have been my actions in this case. And Avhen I am laid in 
my graAT, after the interval of‘ life that yet remains for me, 
my children, I hope and trust, will be able to say of their 
father, that he endeavoured to leave them an inheritance, by 
attempting to give them an example of public probity, dearer 
to them than any acquisition or any honour that this country 
could have given the living father to transmit to them.” — It 
was then that the Solicitor General, to the surprise of the 
Court, weeping in sympathy, — and some one saying, Just 
look at Mitford : Avliat on earth is he crying for ? ” — Horne 
Tooke exclaimed, — At the thought of the little inheritance 
that poor Scott is likely to leave to his children.” 

When the verdict of ^or guilty had been pronounced, it 
is said that the reverend and Avitty philologist, instead of ex- 
pressing ai^ exultation, — with waggish solemnity declared 
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that if he sliould again have the misfortune to be indicted 
for high treason he would immediately plead guilty^ as ho con- 
sidered hanging and beheading preferable to the long speeches 
of Sir John Scott.” However, he acknowledged that tlie pro- 
secution had been very fairly conducted, and, meeting the 
Attorney General a few weeks afterwards in Westminster 
Hall, he walked up to Him and said, — Let me avail myself 
of this opportunity to express my sense of your humane and 
considerate conduct during the late trials.” 

As I have ventured to condemn Lord Eldon rather sharply 
for instituting these prosecutions, it is fit that he should be 
fully heard in his defence. Thus he wrote in his Anecdote 
Book,” for the information of his grandson and of posterity: — 
The trials in 1794, of Hardy, Tooke, &c., for high treason, 
at the Old Bailey, were the most important proceedings in 
which I was ever professionally engaged. As I was blamed by 
some, perhaps by many, for indicting them for high treason, 
instead of indicting for misdemeanour and sedition only, I 
record here the reasons which led me to take the course^ I 
adopted, and to produce that great mass of evidence before 
the jury, which many thought perplexed them so much, that 
they were unable to draw the true inferences. When the so- 
cieties, of which these individuals were members, were broken 
up by order of Government, and many of the members (among 
others, the individuals indicted and tried) Averc, together 
Avith all their papers, and . particularly those respecting the) 
proceedings of the different affiliated societies, seized, by 
Avarrants, on suspicion of high treason, such of the judges as 
were Privy Councillors^ and were present at the many and long 
examinations of the parties apprehended, at the reading of the 
papers seized, and at the examination of the loitnesses, being 
called upon for their opinion, stated that in their judgment the 
parties were guilty of high treason^ The Avarrants of com- 
mitment for trial treated them as parties committed on 
account of high treason. The cases, as treasonable cases, Avcrc 
the subject of communications to, and debates in, parliament. 
As Attorney General and iiublic prosecutor, I did not think 
myself at liberty in the indictments to let down the character 
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CHAP, of the offence. The mass of evidence, in my judgment, was 

■ such as ought to go to tlie jury for their opinion, whether 

A.i). 1794. they were guilty or not guilty of Treason. Unless the whole 
evidence was laid before the jury, it would have been im- 
possible that the country could ever have been made fully ac- 
quainted with the danger to which it was exposed, if these 
persons, and the societies to which tliey belonged, had actually 
met in that national convention, which the papers seized 
proved that they were about to hold, and which Avas to have 
superseded Parliament itself; and it appeared to me to be more 
essential to securiiuji the public safetp that the whole of their 
transactions should be published^ than that any of these indi- 
viduals should be convicted. They too, Avho were lawyers and 
judges, having stated their opinion that these were cases of 
hiah treason, 1 could not but be aware what blame would 
have been thrown upon the law officers of the Crown if they 
had been indicted for misdemeanour, and the evidence had 
proved a case of high treason, which, proved, would have en- 
titled tliein to an acquittal for the misdemeanour; and then 
the country Avould not have tolerated, and ought not to have 
tolerated, that, after such an acquittal, their lives should have 
been jiut in jeopardy by anotlicr indictment for high treason. 
It was true that a charge for misdemeanour might have been 
so conducted as not to risk the danger of acquittal on the 
ground of guilt of a higher nature, viz. by giving no more of 
the evidence than just enough to sustain the charge of misde- 
meanour ; but then the great object of satisfying the kingdom 
as to the real nature of the case could not possibly have been 
attained. The fJudge who summljd up the evidence, after 
hearing both sides, had more doubt whether the case of high 
treason was made out than he had when he attended the Privy 
Council. Erskine and Gibbs, the prisoner’s counsel, ably 
took advantage, particularly the latter, of the prejudices 
against Avhat is called constructive treason : the jury were fa- 
tigued and puzzled; and in the state in which they were, it 
cannot be surprising that they acquitted the accused. When 
a little time had enabled the public to judge coolly about the 
prpceedingj^the public mind seemed satisfied Avith the result.” 
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But I must pronounce this apology to be wholly irisufH- 
cient. The preliminary opinion obtained from the Judges 
before the Privy Council ought not to have been referred to 
without a blush, and the voice of the two Houses of Parlia- 
ment was only the echo of the Attorney General’s own. 
The necessity for communicating information to the country 
is a poor reason for exposing the lives of men to peril, and it 
might have been as well gained by a prosecution for a mis- 
demeanour. The risk of an acquittal in that case on the 
ground that the offence might have been pronounced to 
amount to high treason, every lawyer must know to be a 
mere pretext. In several Chartist cases whicli while Attorney 
General I jwosecuted as mmlemmnours^ the evidence came 
far nearer to high treason, and I obtained convictions without 
such an objection being made or thought of in any quarter.* 

I must now attend to the new j)cnal enactments which had 
passed in the mean time. For these the Attorney General 
is less responsible, and though they were unconstitutional 
they do not deserve so much censure as an attempt judicially 
to pervert the criminal law. First came 21ic 2'raitoroiis Cor^ 
resprmdence Bill, brought in by Mr. Attorney, which departing 
from the statute of Edward HI., our second Magna Charta, 
made an agreement to furnish naval or military stores to 
France, — the investing of English capital in French funds or 
land, and other such acts, — Iiigh treason f ; — next, he brought 
in the Habeas Corpus Suspension Act\, — and then the Sedi-‘ 
tious Practices Act, by wliich the holding of public meetings, 
unless with the consent of certain functionaries, was forbidden, 
and serious inqicdimcnts were opposed to the right of petition- 
ing.§ The Attorney General carried through these measures 
with great vigour, and his opinion oa all legal points was 
listened to with much respect by the Hous3 of Commons. lie 
particularly distinguished himself in successfully opposing the 
bill to disfranchise the borough of Stockbridge||, — in defcjid- 
ing the conduct of Government respecting the employment of 
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Hessian troops*, — in showing the legality of voluntary sub- 
scriptions to tlie public revenue in palliating the 

savage proceedings in political cases of the Court of Justiciary 
in Scotland.^ 

When Parliament met after the State Trials, they were 
made the subject of strong animadversion, and the Attorney 
General, in moving for a continuance of the suspension of the 
Habeas Corpus Act, attempted to defend the manner in 
which they had been instituted and conducted. lie thus 
argued — very disingenuously — for the result had not depend- 
ed upon any teclmical rule of law, but upon the clear merits 
of the case: A legal acquittal is not necessarily a moral one. 
I will put a case upon this subject. Suppose, upon a charge 
of treason, any gentleman of unblcmislied honour were to give 
evidence of an overt act, to the satisfaction of every man 
who heard him, still, if there was no other evidence, the pri- 
soner must be acquitted, because the law says there must be 
two witnesses. Here would be a case of a verdict of not 
gitilty, in which every person must be satisfied of the real 
guilt of the person acquitted. There arc cases even in which 
the confession of guilt by the party accused could not legally 
be received against liim in evidence. In such cases, though 
a jury jiiight be bound by law to acquit the person, could any 
man think that the verdict of not guilty was a proof of moral 
innocence?” We arc told that then inveighed against 
the mischievous writings of some authors very popular with 
the revolutionary party, and censured the language of mem- 
bers of the opposition, who applied the light and inadequate 
epithets of ^ idle,’ and ^ foolish,’ to the conduct of those who 
had adopted revolutionary doctrines, and had expressed a 
desire for a national convention in England. Ho asked 
whether, while such opinions were in motion, was it not ab- 
solutely necessary that Government should be armed with 
extraordinary powers to resist them ? ” § 

The coercive system, however, was rapidly falling into dis- 
credit, — when it was revived with double fury by taking 
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advantage of insults offered to the King on his way to the CHAP* 
House of Lords to open the next session of Parliament. 

These his Majesty himself, — with the courage he ever dis- a.d. 1795. 
played at the appearance of danger, — treated with indifference, “he 

but they were much exaggerated by the courtiers about him. King going 
who, converting the scandalous outrage of throwing pebbles Umueiit. 
at the King’s carriage into a traitorous attempt upon his life, 
talked of ^^the shot striking the window of the state coach,” 
and reported that “ one of the windows was perforated by a 
bullet from an air-gun.” An address was very properly pre- 
sented to his Majesty by both Houses of Parliament, ex- 
pressing their indignation at the treatment which he had 
experienced. But tlic enthusiastic loyalty which was excited 
on the occasion ministers very culpably made the instrument 
of further injuring the constitution. 

The Attorney General immediately prepared the ^^Trca- The Trea- 
sonable Attempts Bill,” which he called legislative expo- tcmpis^Bill". 
sitioii of the statute of Edward TIL,” greatly extending the 
provisions of that famous law, which for many centuries htid 
sufficiently guarded the safety of the throne and the liberties of 
the people. Instead of the simple enactments against com- 
passing the Icing’s death,” or actually " levying war against 
him,” the penalties of liigli treason were applied to the vague 
charges of imacfinimj to do any bodily harm tending to the 
wounding, imprisonment, or restraint of the person of the 
Iting, or to depose him from the style, honour, or kingly 
name of the imperial Crown of this realm, or imagining to levy 
war against him, or imagining to put any form or constraint 
upon or to intimidate or overcome both or cither Houses of 
Parliament — such imaginings being expressed by imhlishintj 
any writing or by any overt act or deed.” * 


* 36 Geo. 3. c. 7. made perpetual by 57 Geo. 3, c. 6. The object seems to Object and 
have been to include within tlicse words such cases as that of Lord (ieorge operation 
Gordon, and Hardy and Horne Tooko, so as by this « legislative exposition,” to of the new 
establish the doctrine of constructive treason^ which juries and the w’hole nation law of trea- 
had repudiated. — Upon a strict construction of the act I doubt very much son. 
whether the proceedings of Mr. Cobdeii, praised so highly by Sir Robert Peel, 
might not be brought within it, in a speech of nine hours from an ingenious 
counsel. — It still remains on the statute book — but may be considered a dead 
letter. When I, as Attorney General, prosecuted Frost and Ms associates for 
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Mr. Attorney seems to have been haunted by an absolute 

horror of libels, which, where they do not incite to the com- 

A.D. 1795. mission of crime, we have found out to be very harmless, and 

forgotten with impunity. In defending his 
boast of the Bill, he saul, considered it as not extending the law of 
hirproL^^ treason beyond the true intent of the statute of Edward III., 
ciitions for but Only as defining and exjilaining that statute, which had 
itself provided that in all cases of doubt upon its exposition, 
recourse should be had to Parliament for a more definite ex- 
position. Persuaded as he was, by the unprecedented assem- 
blages and libels of the time, that a design existed to subvert 
the Government and Constitution, he would not incur any 
merited charge of supinencss. lie had done his utmost to 
rcjiress the evil by the already existing laws, for in the last 
lico years there had been more prosecutions for libels than in 
any twenty years before. But the offence had now swelled to 
a magnitude wdth which the cxiKsting laws >vcre no longer 
adequate to cope ; and unless some further aid were given by 
Parliament for its suppression, the House would too late 
regret that they had not encountered it by a timely re- 
medy.” * In subsequent discussions on this Bill and another, 
whicli ^vas fortunately only of a temporary character, forbid- 
ding the meeting of more than fifty persons for the purpose 
of petitioning or deliberating upon grievances, — and suppress- 
ing unlicensed places for political discussions or discourses, 
he said, “ there were people now who lived by libels ; it was 
become a trade. It Avas not unusual to sec the w^ares of 
useful trades exposed to sale on one side of a shop, and libels 
on the other. Such were their numbers, that it \vas his con- 
scientious opinion they could not be effectually checked if 
some law were not made to stop their progress. However 
irksome it was for a lover of the Constitution to feel his 
liberty abridged, every wise man would admit, that when 
every thing dear to him was in danger from the daring herd 

high trenson, at Monmouth, in the year 1840, I proceeded entirely on the old 
statute of Edward III., and I obtained a conviction against them without diffi- 
culty. I will venture to say that every ofTender who ought to be prosecuted for 
high treason may easily be brought within this statute. 

S 1 Pari. FTist. 1 1 53. 
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of rash innovators and the licentious doctrines of the dealers 
in sedition, valuable as British freedom was, a part should be 
sacrificed for a time for the safety of the whole.” * — He again 
boasted, 'that the last two years there were more prose^ 
cutions for libels than in any twenty years before^ He said, 
that if every libel were punished as a mere misdemeanour, 
there were many men whose lives, if protracted to the 
greatest extent of human longevity, Avould not see the end of 
their punishments ; the object of the societies was to degrade 
and destroy every principle of virtue, and all natural religion, 
and all political order. He could with confidence declare, 
that there had never been a case in which he had been called 
upon to ])rosecutc, that lie did not state to the jury, that lie 
would ratlier have the gown stripped from his back, than ask 
them to give a verdict contrary to their consciences.” f 

The bills were carried through Parliament by large ma- 
jorities ; but while the Administration gained some temporary 
strength from the alarm thus propagated in the country, — 
their tendency was to inflame public discontent, and to IcssiSn 
the effect of the contrast which was now exhibited to the world 
between the blessings of regular government in England and 
the horrors of aiiarcliy in France. 

The Whig leaders, although with a very slender following, 
made a noble stand against these encroachments on public 
liberty. But they incur almost equal blame for a pro- 
secution which they now originated, and which exemplifies a 
remark I have often made to myself in perusing both ancient 
and modern history, that where two parties in a state have 
been long struggling for superiority, moderation, wisdom, and 
justice are never to be found exclusively with cither of them, 
and the excesses of one side are sure to be pretty nearly match- 
ed by those of the other. Mr. Fox, instigated by Mr. She- 
ridan, Mr. Grey, and Mr. Erskinc, and actuated, 1 am afraid, 
by the recollection that Mr. John Reeves was an active parti- 
zan of the government, and had made himself conspicuous by 
placing himself at the head of an association professing to put 
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down republicans and levellers, made the motion against him, 
which I have already had occasion to reprobate*, — that on 
account of some antiquarian researches respecting the original 
constitution of Parliament, he was guilty of a breach of the 
privileges of the House of Commons, and ought to be prose- 
cuted by the Attorney General. Sir John Scott very tem- 
perately observed, that it had been found, in former instances 
of complaints sent from the House, a jury, after a long investi- 
gation of the facts charged, differed in opinion, and acquitted 
the jiarty prosecuted. Indeed, if the construction which gen- 
tlemen had put upon this passage was that which the author 
meant to convey, then most unquestionably it was a gross 
libel ; but upon that point he would not give his opinion. He 
always considered it an unfortunate circumstance when a jury 
felt themselves bound to pronounce a different opinion from 
that of the House of Commons. However, honourable mem- 
bers were to divide upon the question, and if he was ordered 
to prosecute^ he would discharge his duty faithfully.” f 
^Thc prosecution being ordered, Mr. Attorney filed a crimi- 
nal information against Mr. lieeves, and having brought him 
to trial, very fairly stated to the jury, ^^If you are of opinion 
that this is an ill-advised execution of a purpose which was 
really not criminal, it is not consonant to the lenient, genuine 
spirit of the law under which we live, that in such a ciisc you 
should press a man with the consequences of guilt. Hut if, on 
the other hand, you arc satisfied, on attending to the whole of 
this book, that the purpose of the author was criminal, as it is 
charged in this information — that he has attempted to shako 
the foundation of that security winch is afforded to a British 
subject by our Constitution under a British King and a Bri- 
tish Parliament, you are called upon to pronounce the verdict 
pf guilty, which is due to God and to your country.” 

The defeated House of Commons did not venture to make 
any complaint against their counsel, who, though .in his heart 
not sorry to fail, was allowed to have done sufficient justice 
to their case. X 

* Ante, Vol. VT. p. 500. 22 Pari. Hist. 627. 6:34. 

\ 26 St.*rr. 529~n545. 
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The only other occasion of Sir John Scott taking part in 
the proceedings of the House of Commons, to which I sliall 
feel it necessary to advert, was his introduction of a Bill to 
regulate the publication of newspapers.” Hitherto, serious 
difficulty had often been found in proceeding either civilly or 
criminally for libels contained in newspapers, from the con- 
cealment of the names of the printer and proprietor ; but it 
was now required that the proprietor and printer of every 
newspaper should make an affidavit, to be filed at the stamp- 
office, stating the proprietorsliij) and place of publication ; 
that every copy of a newspaper should set forth the names of 
the printer and proprietors, with the place of publication ; and 
that a copy of such newspaper, bearing the title and purport- 
ing to be printed at the place specified in the affidavit, should 
be priniA. facie evidence against those by whom the affidavit 
was made. The bill was strongly opposed, but was not in my 
opinion any encroachment upon free discussion, and, on the 
contrary, had a tendency to raise the character of the news- 
paper press, by discouraging the scurrilous and licentious 
journals which subsisted by attacks on private character. 
The bill passed, and has, I think, in practice been found very 
beneficial.'^ 

We must now again attend our Attorney General into the 
Criminal Courts, where it was his fate frequently to be de- 
feated, even when he had law and justice on his side. I 
believe that this arose from the alarming multiplicity of his 
prosecutions, and the suspicion which juries entertained that 
he was unfriendly to freedom. He now very properly brought 
to trial for high treason, ^5tonc, Avho had corresponded with 
the enemy, and had invited an invasion ; but Erskine, by 
insinuating that this was like the case of Hardy and Horne 
Tooke, and that it was founded on the late odious Acts of 
Parliament, obtained an acquittal.f The next state trial was 
that of Crossficld and others for high treason *in conspiring 
to discharge a poisoned arrow at the king. There could be 
no doubt here about the law, and the fact was sworn to by 
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several witnesses ; but the jury did not believe them, and 
found a verdict of Not guilty.* 

Sir John Scott’s last prosecution for high treason was 
against Arthur O’Connor, the llev. James O’Coigley, John 
Binns, and others, for corresponding with the Executive Di- 
rectory of France, and inviting foreign invasion. Mr.G iirney, 
afterwards a Baron of tlie Excliequer, then in the sedition 
line,” being counsel for one of the prisoners, made it a power- 
ful topic with the jury that the Attorney General had 
always failed in his j^roseciitions for high treason : The 
Attorncj" General in his opening told you, with a seriousness 
and solemnity well becoming the occasion, that he should 
make out such a case against the prisoners at the bar that he 
thought it was not within the compass of jiossiblllty for them 
to give such an answer to it as to entitle tliem to a verdict of 
acquittal. Gentlemen, that language may be somewhat new 
to j^oii, but it is not new to me. I have heard the same 
language from the same learned gentleman, delivered in the 
^me solemn manner, more than once, or twice, or thrice, or 
four times ; but I never yet knew that jury, in a case of high 
treason, who at the conclusion of the trial coincided with 
him in judgment.” 

On this occasion one prisoner, O’Coiglcy, was convicted 
but all the others, though undoubtedly implicated in the 
traitorous conspiracy, were acquitted.^: 

Mr. Attorney was more successful with his misdemeanors^ but 
I cannot say that he thereby increased his credit. He obtained 
a conviction, followed up Avith fine and imprisonnient, of the 
proprietor and printer of the Courier newspaper, for a paragraph 
which appeared in that journal, stating that “ the Emperor of 
Russia (Paul) was rendering himself obnoxious to his subjects 
by various acts of tyranny, and ridiculous in the eyes of Europe 

♦ 26 St. Tr. 1—225. 

f It was soon after tins conviction that Sir James Mackintosh, then ground- 
lessly being simposed to have gone over to the Tories, having observed to 
Dr. Parr, “ there never was nor can there be a worse man than O’Coigley,” 
the Doctor retorted — “ You are wrong, Jammy, you arc wrong ; he was an 
Irishman ; he might have been a Scotchman : he was a priest, he might have 
beejn a lawyer i^lie was a traitor; he might Iiave been an apostate,” 

} 26 St. Tr. 1191. 27 St. Tr. 1. 
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by liis inconsistency,”* Then came the scandalous verdict 
against Mr. Cuthell, the respectable bookseller, because, 
without his authority or knowledge, a few copies of Gilbert 
Wakefield’s pamphlet had been sold in his shop. I must do 
Mr. Attorney the justice to say, that he seemed heartily 
ashamed of this case, for he hardly said more to the jury 
than laying down for law, that every man who publishes a 
book is answerable for the contents, whether he knows them 
or not; and when a man publishes a book, he takes his 
chance ; if it be an innocent book it is well — if a libel, the 
publisher Is answerable for its contents but he did not 
venture to grapple with the question, whether, in fact or in 
law, the defendant was the publisher ?t 

Mr. Attorney’s last cx|>loit in this line was prosecuting 
the llev. Gilbert Wakefield himself for the pamphlet, which 
contained, with much sound learning, much that was absurd 
and censurable — ^.but which was not calculated to do any 
serious mischief. $ The defendant having addressed the j ury as 
his own counsel, with ingenuity and erudition, but little dis- 
cretion, — Sir John Scott observed, ^^From what the reverend 
gentleman has said, he seems to conceive that there should 
be one law for him, and another for all the rest of his coun- 
trymen. I should think that I degraded myself, and insulted 
you, by offering to make any reply to wdiat has fallen from 
him.” The defendant was sent to prosecute his studies two 
years in Dorchester gaol. § 

I impute tliese proceedings by no means to any harshness 
in the character of Sir John Scott, which, on the contrary, 
was mild and benevolent,. but to the rancorous policy then 
adopted by the party to which he belonged. It is agreeable 
to think that there is no danger of again seeing a Keign of 


* V. Vent, 27 St. Tr. ^ji7. • Vol: VI. p. 516, f P* 

t 27 St. Tr. 641. 

§ 27 St. Tr. 679. Upon this trial Lord Kenyon, laying' aside “ latet an^uis 
in hcrIiV introduced a newr quotation — saying, in allusion to the defendant's 
great classical acquirements, — 

jr ‘ “ itigenuns didicissc fideliter artes 

^ Emollit mores — 

is an expression which has ofleii been used ; but the experience of this case has 
shown that it is not always correct.” 
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Terror” in this country. Of late years such prosecutions 
would as little have been instituted by Sir Frederick Pollock 
or Sir Frederick Thesiger as by Sir John Campbell or Sir 
Thomas Wilde.* 

The last appearance of Sir Jolin Scott in a criminal court 
was in prosecuting the Earl of Thanet and Mr. Cutlar Fer- 
gusson for a riot in attempting to rescue Arthur O’Connor 
after his acquittal at Maidstone. If all that the witnesses 
for the Crown swore was true, there liad been a grave insult 
offered to the administration of justice in the presence of the 
King’s J udges, and little blame was incurred by bringing the 
case before a jury ; but the defendants showed that they had 
tried to quell tlie disturbance instead of exciting it ; and they 
would probably have been acquitted, had it not been for the 
foolish declaration of Mr. Sheridan, when examined on their 
behalf, that he believed they secretly wished Mr. O’Connor 
to escape, altliongh he observed notliing in their conduct to 
show that they felt such a wish.” 

^ In reading this and other trials In which Sir John Scott 
was concerned, I have in vain desired to select passages 
which might convey a favourable opinion of his style as an 
advocate. lie confined himself to a detail of facts, mixed up 
'with protestations of his own honesty and good intentions, 
quite careless as to the structure of his sentences, or the 
order of his discourse. 1 can offer nothing better than the 
following very sensible statement of his duty as public pro- 
secutor : The Attorney General of the country, as it ap- 
pears to me, has a public duty to execute, in reference to 
which, he ought to conceive that* he has properly executed 
that duty if he has brought a fit and proper accusation before 
a jury, and has proceeded to the length of honestly and fairly 
examining the several circumstances given in evidence in 
support of, and in answer to, that accusation ; always rccol- 

* The iJeas of age are strikingly illustrated by a letter written in 1801 
by Sir John Mitforcl, the new Attorney General, who was likewise a very mild 
good-natured man : “ I Hatter myself tliat the very temperate exercise of the 
ofiice of Attorney General whilst Lord Kldon held it, and since it has been in 
one who has carefully followed bis steps, has had an circct in producing a general 
persuasion that the powers of that officer have never been used but where the 
case manifestly %leinanded that they should be put in force.’* 
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looting that the jury will finally hear, from that wisdom 
which cannot mislead them^ the true inferences that will 
arise upon facts which have been given in evidence on both 
sides.” When sentence was to be pronounced on Lord Thanct 
and Mr. Fergusson, he said, My Lords, I owe it to the noble 
Peer who stands before me, and I owe it to the learned gen- 
tleman who has been bred to my own j)rofc8sion, and I owe 
it to myself and to the public, to declare to your Lordships, 
that no inducement could have ijcrsuaded me to institute 
this prosecution, but a conviction, produced by that evidence 
which was laid before me, tliat the noble Lord and the other 
defendant were justly implicated in the charge. Having done 
my duty to the public, according to what my notions of my 
duty require of me, I cannot do better than to leave the case 
where it is, and to call upon your Lordships to do that which 
is right between these defendants and the public.”* 

I wish I could enliven these didl details of criminal pro- 
ceedings, by some professional facetia:; but I must not 
introduce well-known stories on no better pica than th^t 
Lord Eldon w’as in the habit of telling tliem. One or two, 
in which he was an actor while Attorney- General, perhaps 
deserve to be recorded. Lord Thurlow, when Chancellor, 
had asked me if I did not think that a wooden machine might 
be invented to draw bills and answers in Chancery ?t Many 
years after this, when he had ceased to be Chancellor, and I 
was Attorney General, a bill was filed against his fiieiid, 
Macnamara, the conveyancer, — and Lord Thurlow advised 
him to have the answer sent to me to be perused and settled. 
The solicitor brought me the answer ; I read it. It was so 
wretchedly ill-coinposcd and drawn, that I told him not a 
Avord of it Avould do — that I had not time to draw an answer 
from beginning to end — that he must get some gentleman 
to draw the answer, from beginning to cud, Avho understood 
pleading, and then bring it to me to peruse. I Avent down 
to the House of Lords the same day, to plead a cause at the 

* 27 St. Tr. 821—986. 

f Mr. Babbage is said to have taken from this the idea of his calculating 
machine.” » » 
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bar there. Lord Thurlow was in the House, and came down 
, to the bar to me, and said, ^ So I understand you think my 
friend Mac’s answer won’t do.’ ^Do!’ said I, ‘my Lord, it 
won’t do at all: it must have been drawn by that wooden 
machine^ which you formerly told me might bo invented to 
draw bills and answers.’ ‘ That’s very unlucky,’ says Thur- 
low, ‘ and impudent too, if you had known the fact — that I 
drew the answer 

“ I was generally successful against those who committed 
frauds on the revenue — but one smuggler beat me completely. 
There being a great rage among the ladies for French kid 
gloves, Avhich were contraband, he imported from Calais 3000 
right-hand gloves, which being immediately seized and sold by 
the Custom diduse, he bought them for a trifle, as they were 
of no use without the left-lmnd gloves. He then imported 
3000 left-hand gloves, anfl these he contrived to buy in a 
similar manner, as they were of no use without the right-hand 
gloves. Having got both sets, he was entitled to sell them 
at his own price, under the authority* of the Government, to 
every milliiicr in London. 

“Jcinrny Boswell called upon me at my chambers in 
Lincoln’s Inn, desiring to know what would be my definition 
of Taste, I told him I must decline informing him how I 
should define it, because I knew he would publish what I said 
would be my definition of it, and I did not choose to subject 
my notion of it to public criticism. He continued, however, 
his importunities in frequent calls, and in one, complained 
much that I would not give him my definition of taste, as he 
had that morning got Henry Dundas’s (afterwards Lord 
Melville), Sir Archibald Macdonald’s, and John Anstruther’s 
definitions of taste. — ‘ Well then,’ I said, ‘Boswell, we must 
have an end of this. Taste, according to my definition, is the 
judgment which Dundas, Macdonald, Anstruther, and you 
manifested when you determined to quit Scotland, and to come 
into the South. You may publish this if you please.’ ”t 

But perhaps there is nothing more amusing than the account 
of his soldiering, for wlien the dread of invasion spread over the 

* ^ Twiss, i. 207. f Ib. 
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land, he, too, wished to become a soldier, and bought a gun 
and a bayonet. But this was not the line in which he was 
destined to acquire a great reputation, and to serve his 
country : During the long war,” said he, I became one of 
the Lincoln’s Tnn volunteers, Lord Elleiiborough at the same 
time being one of that corps. It happened, unfortunately 
for the inilitar)'^ character of botli of us, that we were turned 
out of the awkward squadron for awkwardness. I think 
Ellenborough was more awkward than I was, but gthers 
thought that it was difficult to determine which of us was 
the worst.” It should be mentioned, however, for the 
honour of the house of Scott, that Sir William used to say, 

militavi non sine gloria f for he actually commanded a corps 
of Civilians at Doctors’ Commons, who were exceedingly 
warlike^ their profitable practice Jn the Admiralty Court 
being tlireatcncd wnth annihilation by any rumour of peace.* 

As Sir John Scott is fortlnvith to be raised to the Bench, 
I am desirous of taking friendly leave of him as a barrister ; 
and I cannot do this more effectually than by quoting the’ 
testimony in his favour left us by William Wilbcrforce : 

Sir tiohn Scott used to be a great deal at my house. I 
saw much of him then, and It is no more than Iiis due to say, 
that, when he was Solicitor and Attorney (General under 
Pitt, he never fawned and flattered as some did, but always 
assumed the tone and station of a man wlio Avas conscious 
that he must show he respects himself, if he wishes to be re- 
spected by others.” f 

I likewise copy, wdth pleasure, the simple and forcible 
praise of Townsend: ‘^For six years of active official and 
extra-official duty, during which he screwed the pressure of 


♦ Mr. Attorney, in a letter to his brother-in-law, IMr. Surtees, dated 6th 
June, 1799, thus speaks in modest terms >f his own mi litary# prowess and Sir 
William’s : — “ W'e had a most glorious e hibition here on the King’s hirth-day, 
in the review of the volunteer corps, wl ich furnished much the most magni- 
ficent spectacle I have ever seen. As m-eflective in an awkward squadron, 
1 had the modesty not to show myself in arms, though 1 have military character 
enough to attend the drill occasionally in a more private scene. Your friend. 
Major Sir William Scott's corps, not having yet been bold enough to attempt 
the strong measure of firing, were also absent.” — Twiss, i. 216. 

f Life of Wilbcrforce, vol. v. p. 214. ’ ' 

VOL. VII. K 
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CXCVI power more tightly than any Attorney General before or 
sinee, with the single exception of Sir Vicary Gibbs, he still 
retained a large share of personal good will, and was the 
favourite alike of the Bar, of suitors, and the public.” * 

Amiable * Eminent Judges, ii. 401. — Since fiiiisliing the composition of this chapter, I 

and dis- liave been furnished with the following testimony to Lord Eldon’s amiable and dis- 
interested interested conduct while he was at the Bar, from a most worthy clergyman of the 

conduct of Church of England, who is still living, and who 1 hope will long continue to tell 

Sir John anecdotes of his old patron : — ** My knowledge of Mr. Scott commenced at a very 
Scott as a early period of iiiy life — when I was so young, that harl he not been subsequently 

counsel. so eminent, and so very good to me, I doubtless should not have retained in me- 

mory the following particulars of this knowledge. My father died in France, in 
the prime of life, and so unexpectedly that he could not obtain professional assist- 
ance in making his will, and consequently it was in some points so at variance 
with the forms of law, that it could not be carried into execution. Thus the 
affairs of my family were thrown into Chancery, and so misconducted there for 
several years by a superannuated and not very honest Solicitor, and a very dis- 
honest Ileceivcr, that my poor mother could not lielp apprehending that she and 
her children would be ruined. It Jiappcned, however, fortunately, that the gen- 
tleman of the Bar who had been engaged to conduct the suit for the widow and 
her children was proinotcd, and that Mr. Scott was the party fixed upon siib- 
.sc(|uently to lead it. He was not, it is conceived, satisfied with the statements 
wherewith he was oflicially furnished, and reejuested that he might confer with 
my mother and her solicitor, at his chambers. She went there immediately, 
Vaking me with her, and my sister. The subjects of conference were, of course, 
beyond my understanding ; but I remember hearing that Lord 'riuirlow said, 
‘ It was a d — d hard case, and he did not like to decide it,’ and that Mr. Scott 
added, * And 1 say, it is a very hard case, and ought to he decided.’ The great 
good nature too of Mr. S. to my sister and to me made an indelible impression 
on us, especially as an apology was offered for my presence. He replied, patting 
my head, that he seldom met at consultations any one giving him so little trouble, 
and protested that * I was a very fine fellow,’ though 1 was commonly described 
as a short, puny child. At the coinmenceincnt of these visits, he had one of his 
feet ill a clotli shoe, resting on two or three folios enacting cushions, tliougli a 
comparatively young man ; and the constitutional gout, wJiicli rendered this 
necessary, he ascribed, with humorous solemnity, to his having been ‘a three- 
bottle man at college,* — a description which raised in iny mind strange woiuler- 
inents, which were never laid till I became, on going to Oxford, intimate with 
his cotemporaries, and was assured by them that his collegiate life was one of 
great priideiicc and hard study. He conducted the Chancery suit to a termina- 
tion, through a long series of years, with his usual industry and ability, but 
positively declining to take ««;/ in a case which he thought so hard; and 
when I state that tliis suit cost iny family 10,OC)0/., it will be clear that the sacri- 
fice thus made by him was one of no ordinary character.” 
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CIIiVPTER CXCVIL 

CONTINUATION OF TIIIO LIFF OF J.OUO ELDON TILL HE WAS MADE 
1X)U D Oil A N CELLO U. 

On the 8th of July, 1799, died Sir James Eyre, Chief 
Justice of the Common Pleas, — and the Attorney General 
claimed his “pillow.” J\Ir. Pitt and Lord Loiiii^hboroiigh, 
the Chancellor, wished much to retain him in his office, — 
representing to him how important It was for the Govern- 
ment to have his assistance in the House of Commons, and sug- 
gesting that, for his own sate, it would be better to wait for 
higher promotion. But his health and comfort recpiiring 
repose, he insisted on his right, — and it was conceded to 
him, under an arrangement that he should be raised to the 
peerage. He used always to add : “ The King, likewise, 
made it a condition, that I should promise not to refuse the 
Great Seal when he might call upon me to accept it, — and 
this condition I thought 1 was bound to accede to.” * — 
While deliberating about his title and his motto, he thus 
Avrote to Sir William ; “ There seems to bo, as suggested 
by IMltford, a difficulty about Alioiidalc. ^riic whole dale 
belonging to Mr. Beaumont, and T having no connection 
with it, it’s thought it may give offence to trespass upon it. 
If the Chancellor thinks so and you, I must resort to some- 
thing else ; there’s hardly any that don’t open to some such 
objection, and I may be driven to Eldon at last. — ‘ Sit sine 
labe decus^ — is the best motto by far that I have heard of; and 
John told me he had it from you. 

* George 111. certainly had felt a high regard for him ever since the Regency 
question, and entirely approved of all tiis conduct, both in Parliament and as 
public prosecutor ; but, perhaps, Lord Eldon a little magnified his Majesty’s 
fondness for him, with the view of showing that he held the Great Seal directly 
of the Crown, and that he was at liberty to take part, if he chqse, against the 
Prime Minister. 
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As the ring is to be a compliment to the King, I have 
thought of Virgil’s description of the hive when the king is 
secure, as applicable to the unanimity of the country in the 
present security of its monarchy. 

* liege incolumi, mens omnibus una.* * 

Pray, my dear brother, send me a line when you receive 
this. I am going to spend my last day in the Court of 
Chancery, and then I am to dine with the Chancellor, so that. 
I fear I cannot get to the Commons ; and, the moment I 
come out of Court, I could only come under strong emotion 
of spirits. I can find nobody tliat can think that Scott f will 
do, except Lord li.; and I won’t Iiave it, unless you bid me.” 

At last, resolving to take his title from his estate, he 
became John Lord Eldon, Baron Eldon, of Eldon, in the 
county Palatine of Durham ; and, being sworn of the Privy 
Council, and his patent as Chief Justice having passed the 
Great Seal, he thus addressed his venerable parent, who 
Survived to rejoice in his elevation : — 


“ Lincoln’s Tnn, 19th July, 1799. 

‘‘Mr DEAR Mother, 

“1 cannot act under any other feeling than that you should be 
the first to whom I write after changing my name. My brother 
Harry will have informed you, 1 hope, that the King has been 
pleased to make me Chief Justice of the Common Pleas and a 
Peer. I feel that under the blessing of Divine Providence I owe 
this — I ho[)e I may say I owe this — to a life spent in confor- 
mity to those principles of virtue which the kindness of my father 
and mother early inculcated, and which the affectionate attention 
of my brother, Sir AVilliam, improved in me; 1 hope God’s grace 
will enable me to do my duty in the station to which I am called. 
1 write in some agitation of spirits, but I am anxious to express 


• This alludes to the ceremony of his being called to the degree of Serjeant- 
at-Law, wiiicli was a necessary preliminary to his being made a Judge. Rings 
are distributed by a new Serjeant, with an appropriate motto. An act of Par- 
liament was passed (39 Geo. S. c. 11.3.) to allow him to be called Serjeant in 
vacation. 

f The title of Loan Scott, if he had taken it. would by this time have ap- 
peared soiind’^g and historical, like Lord Say or Lord North. The surnames 
of* Pitt and Fox, now so illustrious, must once have appeared very mean. 
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my love and duty to my mother, and aftection to my sisters, when 
I first subscribe myself, 

“Your loving and affectionate son, 

“Eldon” 

I prefer the letter to his brother ; — 

“My dear Harry, 

“ I would write you a longer letter, but I am really so oppressed 
with the attention and kindness of my friends, that I can’t pre- 
serve a dry eye. God bless you and my sister ; remember me 
affectionately to Mr. and Mrs. Forster. You shall hear from me 
again. With the same heartfelt affection with which 1 have so 
often subscribed the name of J. Scott, I write that of your affec- 
tionate brother, 

“ Eldon.” 

When these letters reached Newcastle, the members of the 
family threw themselves into each other’s arms in a transport 
of joy, and the good old lady exclaimed, “ To think that I, in 
this out-of-the-way corner of tlie world, should live to be thf; 
mother of a lord ! ” 

III the midst of all tliese distinctions, one object for which 
he struggled he could not yet obtain. To please Lady Eldon, 
who had a just horror of tlie wigs with wdiich Judges were 
then disfigured in society, lie prayed the King that wdien he 
was not sitting in Court he might be allowed to appear with 
his own hair — observing, that so lately as the reigns of 
James I. and Charles I., judicial wigs were unknown. 
“ True,” replied the King, “ I admit the correctness of your 
statement, and am willing, if you like it, that you should do 
as they did ; for though they certainly had no wigs, yet they 
wore long beards.” 

Lord Eldon took his seat in Court on the first day of 
Michaelmas following. 

All accounts admit that he was a most admirable common 
law Judge. At this period of his life he was not even 
deficient in decision or despatch, — whether sitting with his 
brethren in hanc^ or by himself at nisi prius ; — and, tliough 
the business before him sensibly increased from the reput ?].- 
tion he acquired, he did not suffer any arrears to accumulate. 
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HIs jutlgments arc well reported by Bosanquet and Puller ; 
but they are almost all on alistruse and technical subjects. 
I have looked through them with a desire to select a few 
that might be interesting to my readers ; but I find generally 
such points as these : that, If the tenant in a writ of right 
prjiy aid after a general imparlance, it is good cause of 
demurrer,” * — and that, On a joinder in demurrer without 
a Serjeant’s liand, tliere may be a non pros., as a serjeant 
must be met by a serjeant.” f One case turning on a j)rin- 
ciple of general jurisprudence he determined, — respecting the 
arrest in this country of the Comte d’ Artois (afterwards 
Charles X. of France) for a debt contracted by him at 
Coblentz, in raising a corps of French emigrants, jointly 
with his brother (afterwards Louis XVTII.). Lord Eldon, 
after stating that “ the case of this Illustrious person must be 
decided on the same grounds that would operate in favour 
of the meanest individual,” went on to examine the facts 
^as they appeared in the aflidavits, and gave it as his opinion, 
that the defendant was not liable to be arrested, — regard 
being had to the nature of the debt, and the circumstance 
of the defendant being an alien. X 

On another question, whicli caused much excitement at the 
time, although I'ortunatcly it has become unimportant, I must 
take the liberty to think lie was wrong; and I am afraid 
that, unconsciously to lumsclf, his opinion was a little biassed 
by religious prejudice. This was, whether Homan Catholic 
peers had a right to frank letters sent by the post ? ” They 
received a writ of summons to l^arllament like all other 
peers ; they might have sat and voted any day, on taking the 
oaths of supi’cmacy and abjuration; no one could tell that 
they might not have chosen to do so ; they were admittedly 
entitled to all other privileges of the peerage ; and l^rotcstant 
peers were allowed to frank without taking the oaths and 
their seat, — nay, began to frank forty days before the time 
appointed for the meeting of Parliament. The fiict that Ca- 
tholi(‘. peers, in practice, had not enjoyed the privilege, was 

* Onslmv V. Siniih, 2 B. & P. 384. f 2 B. & P. 3S6. 

\ Sinclair v. Charles Piiilippe, 2 B. & P. 383. 
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only proof that they had been oppressed, and could not 
operate as a forfeiture. Yet Lord Eldon, thinking, perhaps, 
that this might be the first step towards Catholic emancipa- 
tion, — t measure which he ever conscientiously believed 
would be the ruin of the country, — persuaded himself and 
his brotlicr Judges that, as the Catholic peers did not, 
(le facto, sit in Parliament, and as they had no petitions sent 
them to be presented to the House of Lords, and as they did 
not take a part in any parliamentary proceedings, — tlie 
right of franking given to the members of the legislature — 
the better to enable them to do their duty in Parliament — 
ought to be confined to Pi*otcstants.* 

Lord Eldon, while Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, 
introduced the excellent custom of giving reasons for the 
certificate of the Judges uj)on a case from a Court of Equity 
upon a legal question ; but, when Chancellor, he so carped 
at the reasons of Lord Kenyon and other common law 
Judges, that they refused to do more than simply to give 
an answer in the affirmative or negative to tlie questions pitl 
to theni.t 

I find in ^^thc books” the report of only one case that 
came before him on the circuit. At Exeter he liad to try 
a number of tailors who were indicted before him for a riot 
arisintr out of a combination for a rise of wages. tJekyll, for 
the deicudants, cross-examining a witness as to the number 
present, the Lord Cliief flusticc reminded him that, as ac- 
cording to law “ tliree may make a riot,” this inquiry was irre- 
levant. — JelujlL Yes, ^my Lord, Hale and Hawkins lay 
down the law as your Lordship states it, — and I rely on 
their authority; for, if there must bo three men to make 
a riot, the rioters being tailors, there must be nine times 
three present, and, unless the prosecutor makes out that there 
were twenty-seven joining in this breach of the peace, my 
clients arc entitled to an acquittal.” — Lord C. J. (joining in 

* l 4 ord Petre v. Lord Auckland, 2 U. & P. 139. 

t See Tlioinpson v. Lady l.a\vloy, 2 Uos. & Pal. 303., where will be found 
an admirable dissertation by him in a “ ecrlilieate case,” on the point whether, 
under a general devise of “ail manors, messuages, tenements, and ^lercditamenjs,’* 
leasehold mesauayes sliall pass ? 
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CHAP, the laugh): “Do you i^ly on common law or statute ? ” — 
JekylL “ My Lord, I rely on the well-known maxim, as old 
1799-1801. Magna Ciiarta, Nme tailors make a man^'^ Lord Chief 
Justice Eldon overruled the objection ; but the jury took the 
law from the counsel instead of the Judge, and acquitted all 
the defendants. * 

Lord El- He took his seat in the House of Lords on the 24th of 
iiis'seat'iV September, 1799, when Parliament was suddenly called to- 
the House gethcr for an augmentation of the regular army, by j)er- 
initting voluntary enlistment into it from the militia. — He 
had considerable weight here ; but this arose from his high 
station, from his repute as a great Judge, and from the 
earnestness and seeming sincerity of his mode of speaking; 
for he never was mticli of an orator, or even of a debater, — 
having no natural felicity of di(*iion, — being utterly reckless 
as to the construction of his sentences, — and having no 
scruple or remorse in using the same word several times 
in the same sentence with a different meaning, or in using 
cllfferent words in the same sentence with the same mean- 
ing, f There was not the slightest effort at arrangement 
in his discourses, and his reasoning on political subjects was 
often shallow and illogical. But, to give effect to his argu- 
ments, he a[)pealed to his conscience ; and, if he was at a loss 
for language, he could always shed tears. 

Feb. 27. His maiden speech in the House of Lords was on the 
ili^^aiden reading of a bill to continue the suspension of the Ha- 

speceh. bcas Corpus Act. Lord Holland having thrown out a taunt 
that notwithstanding the alleged frequency of high treason, 
and the vast crowds who had been cliarged with that crime 
in England, O’Coiglcy, the priest, was the single individual 
who had been found guilty ; Lord Eldon said, that “ the 
person so convicted was ])roved to have been planning with 
disaffected bodies of men in this country the destruction of 
the British interest in Ireland; and surely the noble Lord 
need not be told that a person attempting to sever the crown 

* Joe Miller, 2Sd edition, p. 235. 

The accuracy of his phraseology is not to be judged of by the reports, 
wl)ich generally greatly improved it. 
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of Ireland from that of England, was guilty of an overt act 
of treason. The Noble Loyd liad argued that none should 
be apprehended but such as could be brought to trial : but 
he should know that cases might occur, in which, for want of 
two witnesses, persons could not be legally convicted, though 
no doubt remained of their guilt. But would the Noble Lord 
say that therefore no danger existed? Would the Noble 
Lord argue, that, because suflScient legal proof could only be 
brought against one of the men who were put upon their 
trial at Maidstone, the legislature should not have endea- 
voured to prevent the mischief? He would venture to say, 
that to tlie suspension of the Habeas Cori)us Act was owing 
the preservation of the crown in the house of Hanover ; and 
that, by it, late and former conspiracies had been broken to 
pieces.” * 

He warmly supported Lord Auckland’s bill to forbid a 
marriage between a woman divorced for adultery and her 
paramour. He said, he did not think it would be sufficient 
to prevent the enormous crime, for so he regarded it, of adul- 
tery, but because he thought it would have a tendency to such 
prevention. It was true that the contract of a seducer to 
marry his victim was Invalid in law ; but a simple and silly 
woman might be likely enough to act on the o[)inion that it 
would be fulfilled, and that might be one of the terms on 
which she surrendered her virtue. Let licr, therefore, b^ 
told by this bill tlnit she would be cflectually prevented from 
marrying her paramour. He was certain that nine out of 
every ten cases of adultery that came into the Courts below, 
or to that bar, were founded in the most infamous collusion, 
and tliat, as the law stood, it was a farce and a mockery, most 
of the cases being previously settled in some room in the city; 
and that juries were called to give exemplary damages, wliicli 
damages were never paid to, nor expected by, the injured 
husband.” t The bill passed the House of Lords, but was 
thrown out in the House of Commons. 

The Irish Union chiefly occupied the attention of Parlia- 
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ment during the present Session ; but he took no part in the 
discussions on this measure. Had he been aware of Mr. 
Pitt’s ulterior views with respect to the Roman Catholics, he 
no doubt would have opposed it. 

When on the point of still greater elevation, Lord Eldon 
was deprived, by death, of two dear relatives, whose loss 
rendered it of less value in his eyes. In the end of the year 
1799, expired his brother Henry, to whom he had been ten- 
derly attached. Writing to one of his sisters, he said : — 
“ I have felt very acutely ujion this event ; and my mind 
has been running back through scenes of infixncy, youth, and 
manhood, which I spent with poor Harry, till iny firmness 
has occasionally quite failed me, and my sfiirits have been 
depressed excessively.” In the following summer, the worthy 
coal-fitter’s widow, who had lived to see her eldest son uni- 
versally revered as Judge of the Court of Admiralty, as well 
as her youngest making her the mother of a lord,” paid 
the debt of nature ; and although, as slie xvas in her ninety- 
first year, her boy Jack,” as she continued to call him, must 
have felt grateful that she had been preserved to him so long, 
it must have been a sore reflection to him, that on any future 
good fortune that might befall him, the pleasure of making 
her happy by annouiuang it to her was gone for ever. 

In the life of Lord Loughborough I have entered iiiinutcly 
into the history of the crisis which ended in the resignation 
of Mr. Pitt, and the aj)pointment of Mr. Addington as Prime 
Minister. * 1 do not think that Lord Eldon was concerned 

in it till the King at length received Mr. Pitt’s proposal for 
Catholic Emancipation. lie is supposed then to have been 
consulted at Ijiickingham House, and to have concurred in 
the answer, that his Majesty, highly disapproving of the mea- 
sure, would apply himself, as speedily as possible, to the re- 
construction of the Cabinet.” He rejoiced much to see a man 
of Mr. Addington’s inflexibly Protestant principles placed at 
the head of the Treasury, but he ever eagerly asserted, tliat 
the oflFer of the Great Seal was made to him directly by the 


* Vol. Vr. Cli. clxxiv. 
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King, and he delighted in the appellation of the King’s 
Lord Chancellor,” — making a distinction unknown to the 
Constitution — and thinking, erroneously, that his relation to 
the First Minister of the Crown was different from that of a 
Chancellor appointed in the ordinary manner on the forma- 
tion of a new Administration. 

Early in February it was generally rumoui'ed, and I believe 
definitively settled, that the Great Seal should be intrusted to 
him, both the King and the new Premier having unbounded 
confidence in his anti-catholic zeaL Congratulations poured 
in upon him from all quarters ; but by the following letter it 
appears that he was resolved not to take joy,” till the bauble 
was actually in his custody ; — a caution tlie more necessary 
on account of the alarming state of the King’s health. 

“ 1 '1th February, 1801, Common Pleas. 

“ Dear Lord Kenyox, 

‘‘ I feel a good deal of uneasiness to protect myself against the 
possibility of your Lordship’s thinking that I am wanting in the 
respect and duty which I owe to you, and which 1 can truly say 
has ever been accompanied with the most grateful and aflectionatc 
regard. May I therelbro be allowed to assure you that, whatever 
other persons may liavc thought it becoming to mention in conver- 
sation respecting themselves or me, nothing lias jiassed yet with 
respect to me, that would vvarrant me, consistently with i)ro])ricty, 
in making that communication to you, wliich it would be my duty 
^to make, asiwisli to make it to you, whenever the matter is settled 
the one way or the other? I can say no more than that there is 
a probability that I may he compelled to quit this little Court, in 
which I should have wished, to end iny days. 

“Your obliged and faithful friend and servant, 

“ Eldon.” 

Thurlow, probably still more delighted with the dismissal 
of Loughborough, against whom lie continued to cherish the 
deepest hatred, than with tlie promotion of Ids own j^rotege^ 
poured forth his feelings in the following effusion to him 
whom he considered the new Lord Chancellor : — 

“ My dear Lord, ^ 

“ Though I don’t know the circumstances wliich induced yod to 
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give up the Common Pleas, I have no doubt your decision upon 
them was guided, as upon all occasions, by wisdom and honour ; 
and I rtyoice sincerely in the event. 

But I congratulate still more with the House and the country, 
Their judgments will be no less illustrated by sound principles 
and clear deductions, than supported by authority ; not let down 
by unsatisfactory attempts to argue, or shaded by surmises of mean 

partialities and prejudices 

“If I can shake off this painful disorder, my first exertion will 
be an endeavour to see you. There is not enough remaining of 
me to be useful ; but I shall take great satisfaction in finding ar- 
ranged the fundamental principles of that conduct, wdiich is to 
extricate the present difficulties incurred by the mere want of 
such principles 

“ I am ever, my dear Lord, . 

“ Your very faithful and affectionate friend, 

“ Tiiuiaow. 

“ Weflnesday, 18tli Feb. 1801,” 

After a month of unexampled confusion, during which it 
<^as difficult to say in whom the executive government was 
vested, tlie attempt to retain Mr. Pitt at the head of affairs, 
on his renouncing all his measures for the relief of the Catho- 
lics, failed, and his administration came to a dose. The trans- 
fer of the Great Seal took place on the 14th of April, in an 
interval when his Majesty was better, but still in a state of 
much excitement. I^ord Eldon used to give the following 
account of the scene — which he represented as a striking* 
proof of the King’s fondness for him : — AYlien 1 went to him 
he had his coat buttoned thus (one or two buttons fastened at 
the lower part), and putting his right hand within, he drew out 
the seals from the left side, saying, ‘ I give them to you from 
my heart I Mr. Twiss observes, “It is not impossible that 
the unusual demonstration with which the King accompanied 
the transfer of the Great Seal to Lord Eldon, may have been 
partly occasioned by tlie then unsettled state of the royal 
mind.’’^ 

* r Twiss, 251. We may juilge of the opinion of the new Ministers on this 
subject from an entry in the Diary of Mr. Abbot (afterwards Lord Colchester), 
lately published in the Memoirs of Lord Sidmonth : — April l5th. Mr. Ad- 
dington told me in the House that the alternative yesterday was, whether the 
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Lord Eldon, at the commencement of his career as Chan- 
cellor, was placed in a situation of extreme difficulty, and ho 
has been severely blamed for the course he pursued. It is 
now incontestably proved that for above two months the King, 
with short intermissions, was in a state of mental alienation, 
and was under the care of physicians particularly skilled in 
the treatment of his pcculljir malady. His Chancellor always 
stoutly asseverated that the royal signature was never ob- 
tained, nor the royal pleasure taken on any act of state, when 
the royal mind was not clear and collected. This statement 
it is very difficult to credit. The following extract fi*om 
Lord Eldon’s “Anecdote Book” shows the King’s general 
situation : “ Ills Majesty not being able to hold a council, 
and his recovery being doubtful, it was not judged fit 
that the Chief- Justiceship of the Common Pleas should 
be resigned, tlic offices of Chancellor and Chief Justice 
being by law capable of being held together, and in ease his 
Majesty did not recover, it being thought certain that the 
Great Seal would be taken from my custody, and that P 
should not be restored to the Chief-Justiceship if I had re- 
signed it. During all the period, therefore, in which his 
Majesty’s indisposition continued, I remained in the very 
singular situation of a person both Lord Chancellor and 
Lord Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, exercising jJubliely 
the duties of both offices.” * 

Yet his Majesty was alloAved to sign commissions as usual, 
lie could write, seemingly, rational notes like the following; 
but they did not deceive the Chancellor, who was in corre- 
spondence with his medical attendants and witli members of 
the royal family : — 

“ Kew, April 29th, 1801, — past One, i*. m. 

“ On returning from walking, the King has found his Lord 
Chancellor’s letter, and desires the cojnmisslon for passing tlie 
hills now ready for his assent may, if possible, be sent this evening 

King should only transfer the Great Seal from Lord Loughborough to l^ord 
Eldon, or be requested to do several other things ; and the unanimous opinion 
was, that his Majesty should only do one thiny that day '* — Vol. i. ^1. 

• Twiss, i. 252. 
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to the Duke of Portland’s office, from whence it will be forwarded 
early to-morrow morning. His Majesty is pleased at finding the 
Bill against Seditious Meetings got through the House of Lords 
yesterday with so little trouble. 

“ The King would by no means have wished that his Lord Chan- 
cellor should have omitted sitting in the Court of Chancery to- 
morrow, for the mere matter of form of bringing himself the com- 
mission, as his Majesty is so fully convinced of tlie satisfaction the 
suitors must feel at that court being presided by a person of real 
integrity, talents, legal knowledge, and good temper. He cannot 
but add having felt some pleasure at lioariiig that tlic Lord Chan- 
cellor sat the other day on the Woolsack between Rosslyn 
and 1'hurlow, who ever used to require an intermediate power to 
keep them Iroin quarrelling. IIow soon will the shins of IVppcr 
permit him to take the coif ? Gkorgk R.” 

After his Majesty’s hpaltJi had considerably improved, Dr. 
John Willis thus addressed the Chancellor: — 

“ May n>tli, 1801 . 

“ My Loud, 

“ Wc have not seen the King better than this morning. Your 
Lordship’s conversations with his Majesty have not hitherto pro- 
duced all the effect we wish. He seems rather to seleet and turn 
any part to his purpose, tlian to Jiis good. The CounciJ, he tells 
us, you propose to be in London. Of course, we wish much that 
your Lordsliip should see the King again soon — that every means 
possible should be used to reconcile liis Majesty to the present 
control. For till a consciousness of the necessity of temperance 
arises in iiis own mind, it is absolutely necessary to have resort to 
artificial prudence. I have the liono,ur to be, 

“ Your Lordship’s obe’dient humble servant, 

J. Willis.” 

The public, however, were kept in ignorance of the 

control” and artificial prudence” exercised, and at times 
the excitement seemed Entirely to have subsided. Prior to a 
Council, at which his Majesty was to appear, and important 
acts of state were to be sanctioned, thus wrote the Prime 
Minister to the Chancellor : — 
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** Downing Street, 21st May, 1801. 

“ My dear Lord, 

“ I came so late from Kew, and was so hurried afterwards till 
half-past twelve, when I went to bed, that it was not possible for 
me yesterday to write to you, as I wished and intended. During 
a quiet conversation of an hour and a half, there was not a senti- 
ment, a word, a look, or a gesture, that I could have wished different 
from what it was ; — and yet my apprehensions, I must own to you, 
predominate. TJie wheel is likely to turn with an increasing 
velocity (as 1 cannot help fearing), and if so, it will very soon be- 
come unmanageable. God grant that 1 may be mistaken! We 
have, however, dom*. our best. The Council, as your Lordship has 
probably been apprised by Mr. Fawkener, is to be held at the 
Queen’s House at one. 

“ Ever sincerely yours, 

“ Henry Addington.” 


la a few days after, Dr. Thomas Willis, the clergyman, 
supposed to be the most skilful of the family, wrote to the 
Chancellor as follows : — 


** Kew House, May 25tli, 1801. 


My Lord, 

‘‘Dr. John (Willis) is riding with the King, but we eonferrod 
together before he set out, and be desired that I would write the 
letter, which your Lordship had requested to have this morning. 

“ The general impression yesterday, from the King’s composui*e 
and quietness, was, that he was very well. There was an ex- 
ception to this in the Duke of Clarence, who dined here. ‘ He 
pitied the family, for lie saw something in the King that convinced 
him that he must soon be confined again.’ 

“ This morning T walked ^vitli his IVlajesty, who was in a per- 
fectly composed and quiet state. He told me, with great seeming 
satislaetion, that he had had a most charming night, ‘but one sleep 
from eleven to half after four;’ when, alas! he had. but three 
hours’ sleep in the night, which, upon the whole, was passed in 
restlessness, in getting out of bed, opening the shutters, in praying 
at times violently, and in making such remarks as betray ii con- 
sciousness in him of his own >situation, but which are evidently 
made for the purpose of concealing it from the Queen. He fre- 
quently called out, ‘ I am now perfectly well, and my Queen, my 
Queen has saved me.’ Whilst I state these particubirs to your 
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Lordship, I must beg to remind you how much afraid the Queen 
is, lest she should be committed to him ; for tlie King has sworn 
he will never forgive her if slie relates any tiling that passes in 
the night. 

The only thing that he has repeated of your Lordship’s con- 
versation is, that you told him to keep himself quiet. He certainly 
intends going to Windsor to-morrow morning early for the day. 
Had not your Lordship, therefore, better write to his Majesty, that 
you had proposed, agreeably to his permission, to have paid your 
duty to him to-morrow, but that you understand he is going to 
Windsor, — where you may endeavour to fix your audience for 
Wednesday ? 

“ It is too evident, my Lord, that it cannot be proper, since it 
cannot be safe, for the King to go to Weymouth so soon as he 
intends. Your Lordship will, therefore, no doubt, think it requisite 
to trfke steps to prevent it as soon as possible. I have the honour 
to be, 

‘‘ Your Lordship’s most obedient Servant, 

TlIOS. WlLIJS.” 

Lord Eldon, accordingly, thus addressed the King : — 

“ The Lord Chancellor, offering his most humble duty to your 
Majesty, presumes to submit to your Majesty’s most gracious con- 
sideration, that it ajipears to Iiim that great dillieulties may arise 
in matters of public concern, if your Majesty should be pleased, 
during the time of the sitting of Parliammit, which he conceives 
cannot now be long, to remove to any considerable distance from 
Parliament. It cannot but happen that before Parliament can he 
closed, some intelligence should be received from abroad, upon 
which it may be absolutely necessary to learn jiromptly, and per- 
haps instantly, your Majesty’s pleasure, and to learn it by commu- 
nicatioiis more ample than your Majesty could possibly allow to 
your servants, if they were not personally attending, in the dis- 
charge of their duty, upon your Maj(‘Sty. Communications, in the 
form of messages to Parliament, not admitting of delay, may also 
become necessary. Impressed at this moment with a deep sense 
that it* is extremely important on all accounts to your Majesty's 
welfare, that your Majesty should be graciously pleased to secure 
to your servants the means of personally communicating witli your 
Majesty, at least during the short interval which must elapse before* 
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Parliament separates, at the close of which they may, in obedience CHAP, 
to your Majesty’s commands, attend your Majesty any where, the 
Lord Chancellor ventures to hope that your Majesty will not think 
it inconsistent with his duty, that he should have most humbly, but 
most earnestly, submitted to your Majesty the expression of his 
conscientious conviction upon this subject. 

“ The Lord Chancellor also requests your Majesty’s gracious 
permission to introduce to your Majesty the Master of the Eolls 
and the Solicitor General previous to your Majesty’s birtli-day. 

As Tuesday is the seal-day in your Majesty’s Court of Chancery, 
your Majesty may probably have the goodness to give that permis- 
sion on Wednesday.” 

From his Majesty’s answer, it might be supposed that his 
recovery was complete : — 

“ Kew, May ‘31st, 1801. 

“ Tlie King cannot allow any diflleiilty to stand in the way of The King 
his doing what may be most useful to the public service. He will, 
therefore, postpone his journey to Weymouth till the close of the 
session of l^irliament, relying that the Lord Chancellor and Mr. 

Addington will bi’ing it as soon as possible to a conclusion. He 
will not, therefore, change any arrangement for removing the 
things necessary to he sent to Weymouth, but he and his family 
will remain ?it liand till that period. His Majesty will be glad to 
receive at the Queen’s Palace the Master of the Polls and Solicitor 
General on Wednesday, any time after one, that may best suit the 
Lord Chancellor ; when he hopes to hear wdio may be most eligible 
to be appointed Solicitor General to the Queen. 

“ Geouoe R.” 

Yet, a week after, the Piuiicess Elizabeth thus writes to 
Dr. Thomas Willis ; — 

** June 6tli, 1 801 . 

“ After receiving one note you will be surprised at this ; but Tlic Prin- 
second thoughts are sometimes best: besides which, I am com- 
manded by the Queen to inform you by letter how much this sub- Thomas 
ject of the Princess is still in the King’s mind, to a degree that is 
distressing, from the unfortunate situation of the family; and 
Mamma is of opinion that the Lord Chancellor should be informed 
of it, as he has mentioned the subject to Mr. Dundas to-day. TJie 
Queen commands me to add, that if you could see hei^, heart, you 

VOL. YIl. . L 
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would sec that she is guided by every principle of justice, and 
with a most fervent wish that the dear King may do nothing to 
form a breach between him and the Prince, — for she really lives 
in dread of it ; for, from the moment my brother comes into the 
room till the instant he quits it, there is nothing that is not kind 
that tlic King does not do by him. This is so different to his 
manner when well, and his ideas concerning the child so extraordi- 
nary, that, to own to you the truth, I am not astonished at Mamma’s 
uneasiness. She took courage, and told the King, that now my 
brother was (luiet, he had better leave him so, as he never had 
forbid the Princess seeing the child when she pleased ; to which he 
answered, ‘ 'Jliat docs not signify ; the Princess shall have her child, 
and I will speak to Mr. Wyatt about tlic building of the wing to 
her present house.’ You know full well how speedily every thing 
is 910W ordered and done. In short, what Mamma wishes is, that 
you would inform the Lord (Chancellor that his assistance is much 
wanted in preventing the King doing any thing that shall hurt 
liiin. llic Princess spoke to me on the conversation tlie King had 
had with her, expressed her distress, and I told her how right she 
was in not answering, as I feared the King’s intentions, though 
^most kindly meant, might serve to hurt and injure her in the world. 
I hope 1 Avas not Avrong, but I am ahvays afraid Avhen she speaks 
to me on such unfortunate subjects. 1 think the King heated and 
fatigued, Avhich 1 am not surprised at, not liaving been one minute 
(piiet the Avholc day. 1 assure you it is a very great trial, the 
anxiety Ave must go through; but avc trust in God, — therefore 
Ave hope for the best. 

“ Your friend, 

“ Elizabeth.” 

In another letter to liini, dated 9th June, her Royal High- 
ness, after mentioning the (Queen’s name in connection Avith 
sonic indifferent subject, thus proceeds : — 

“ 81ic commands me to say to you that she Avishes the Lord 
Chancellor Avould show Mr. Addington, that, as the King is con- 
tented with it, that he had better not hurry our going, as he is so 
much better, that there is hope that in gaining strength it will 
ensure us from having a relapse, Avhich you may easily believe is 
her earnest and daily prayer. He has been very quiet, very heavy, 
and very sleepy, all the evening, and has said two or three times, 
yesterday \"as too much fur him. God grant that his eyes may 
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soon open, and that he may sec his real and true friends in their 
true colours ! IIow it grieves one to sec so fine a character clouded 
by complaint I But He who inflicted it may dispel it ; so 1 hope all 
will soop be well. 

“ Your friend, 

‘‘ Elizabeth.*' 

Finally she writes to him on the 12th June : — 

“ I have the pleasure of saying, yesterday was a very good day, ^ 2. ^ 
though the sleepiness continues to a great degree. I am told the to the same, 
night has been tolerable, but he has got up in his usual way, which 
is very vexatious. I am commanded by the Queen to desire you 
will say every thing from Iicr to the Lord Cliancellor, and thank 
liim in the strongest terms for the interest lie has taken in her 
distress. She so entirely builds her faitli on him, that she doubts 
not his succeeding in every thing Avith his IMajesty, who, to say 
true, greatly Avants the advice of so good a friend and so good a 
head. IIow proAddential is it that he is, thank God ! placed Avherc 
one can know his Avorth ! I have just seen BroAvn, Avho is very 
well satisfied. This morning, therefore, 1 trust all is going on 
well, thougli I feel that there is still fear. * 

“ Your friend, 

Elizabeth.’* 

Nejir a week after, Dr. Thomas Willis Avrotc the following 
jilurming letter to tlic Lord Cluuiccllor : — 

Kew Green, June IGtIi, 1801 . Eight o’clock, p, m, 

“ My Loiio, 

“ Dr. Jolin, Avlio has not seen the King, w ill bring this to town. Tho- 
I have nothing to say that is in truth very favourable, llis Ma- 
jesty rode out this morning at ten o’clock, and did not return till Eldon, 
four ; he paid a visit in the course of tlic day to Mr. Dundas. His 
attendants thought him much hurried, and so think liis pages. He 
has a great thirst upon him, and his family are in great fear. His 
Majesty still talks much of his prudence, but he shows none. Ilis 
body, mind, and tongue are all upon the stretch every miriut(i ; 
and the manner in w'hich he is noAV expending money in various 
ways, which is so unlike him Avhen well, all evince that he is not 
so right as he should be. 

“ My Lord, 

“ Your Lordship’s most obedient servant, 

“ TiioAas WiLIiIS.’* 
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His Majesty seems now to have become very impatient of 
the control of the AVilHs’s, and very desirous to get rid of 
them ; whereupon Lord Eldon, who was supposed to have 
the greatest influence over him, wrote to him, earnestly re- 
questing that at least Dr. Robert might still be allowed to 
be in attendance. 

His Majesty returned the following very touching answer, 
which it is difficult to peruse with a dry eye : — 

“ Kew, June 21st, 1801. 

The King would not do justice to the feelings of his heart, if he 
an instant delayed expressing his conviction of the attachment the 
Lord Chancellor bears him, of which the letter now before him is a 
fresh proof ; but, at the same time, lie ciinnot but in the strongest 
manner decline the idea of having Dr. Robert Willis about him. 
The line of practice followed with great credit hy that gentleman 
renders it incompatible with the King’s feelings tliat he should, now 
by the goodness of Divine Providence restored to reason, consult, 
a person of that description. His Majesty is perfectly satisfied 
with the zeal and attention of Dr. Gisborne, in whose absence he 
\^ll consult Sir Francis Millman ; but cannot bear the idea of con- 
sulting any of the Willis family, though he shall ever respect the 
character and conduct of Dr. Robert Willis. No person, that 
ever has had a nervous fever, can bear to continue the physician 
employed on the occasion : and this holds much more so in the 
calamitous one that has so long confined the King, but of which 
he is now completely recovered, 

“ George R.*’ 

The Lord Chancellor was very ready to take the King’s 
word for his recovery ; and having .sent him a commission to 
sign, forgiving the Royal assent to Acts of Parliament, re- 
ceived the following answer : — 

“ Kew, Jiine 23d, 1801, 

“ The King is much pleased with the whole contents of the 
Lord Chancellor’s letter, and returns the commission, having 
signed it, for passing the bills now ready for tlie Royal assent. 
He cannot avoid adding, as he knows it will give pleasure to the 
person to whom it is addressed, that appetite and good sleep is 
perfectly, by the goodness of Divine Providence, restored ; and 
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tliat no degree of attention shall bo wanting to keep those necessary 
assistants of perfect health. 

“ George R.” 

In spite of the apprehensions of his family and his physi- 
cians^ his Majesty’s health soon after really was quite restored, 
and he remained rational for several years. Lord Eldon, I 
think, has been much too severely blamed for his personal 
dealings with the Kin<j under such circumstances. When 
there was a moral certainty, that if entirely conscious and in 
possession of his faculties, he would have approved of the 
steps to be taken, and that he would be sure, if again conscious 
and in possession of his faculties, to sanction and ratify what 
had been done in his name, — and when the most serious detri- 
ment would have arisen to the public service, from suspending 
the exercise of the Koyal authority, — I must say that the 
loud complaints against Lord Eldon for acts of state done in 
the King’s name, during the King’s temporary incapacity, 
savour a little cither of prudery or of faction. Nor could it 
be expected that in public the Chancellor would admit the fufl 
truth — though I could much wish that he had made his state- 
ments on the subject, in Parliament with less of emphasis 
and solemnity. — lie will more easily be forgiven for the 
manner in which he mystified his friends who put im- 
pertinent questions to liirn on the subject in private so- 
ciety. Eldon,” says Wilberforcc in his Diary, “had just 
received the Gi'cat Seal, and I expressed my fears that 
they were bringing the King into public too soon after 
his late indisposition. ^ You shall judge for yourself,’ he an- 
swered, ^ from what passed between us, when 1 kissed hands 
on my aiipointmeiit. The King had been conversing with 
me, and when I was about to retire, he said, * Give my remem- 
brance to Lady Eldon.’ I acknowledged his condescension, 
and intimated that I was ignorant of Lady Eldon’s claim to 
such a notice. ‘ Yes, yes,’ he answered, ^ I know how much 
I owe to Lady Eldon ; I know that you would have made 
yourself a country curate, and that she has made you my 
Lord Chancellor.’”* 
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* Life of Wilberforcc, iii. 9. 
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Till the happy and unexpected turn which took place in 
the king’s health in the end of June, Lord Eldon had been 
contemplating a Regency, and a speedy change of adminis-* 
tration ; but he now looked forward to a long tenure of office, 
although he would not have believed any wizard who should 
have foretold to him that he was to be Chancellor, not only 
under George III., by whom he was so much liked, but 
under George IV., by whom as yet he was mortally hated, — 
and tliat he was to hold the office longer than any of his 
predecessors since tlic time of St. Swithin. 

On the first day of Easter Term he headed a grand 
procession from his house in Bedford Square to Westminster 
Hall, and he was installed in the Court of Chancery, being 
attended by all his colleagues in the Cabinet, and the whole 
profession of the law.* 

His jwomotion had been very generally approved of, and 
although it cannot l)c said that he continued to enjoy the 


« Aloxandcr Lord Louf'hboroiiijli, Lord Cli.'incollor of that part of 

the Unitod Kiii<rdoin of Great Uritain and Ireland railed Great Uritainy having 
delivered the (Jreat Seal to the King at the Queen’s House on "J’licsday, the 14lli 
day of April, ]8()1, his Majesty the same day delivered it to John Lord Eldon, 
Chief Jiistiee of the Court of Coiiimon Pleas, with the title of Lord High 
(Mianeellor of that part of Great Jlntapi and Ireland called Great llritain, was 
then sworn into the said olliee before his Majesty in ('oiineil. His liordship 
sat in Lincoln’s Jnn 1 1 'ill during the Setils before Easter Term, and on Wednes- 
day, the 22d day of April, JH()I, being the first day of Easter 'I’erm, he went in 
state from liis Innise in JJedford Stpiare, aceompuiiied by tin; Earl of Chatham, 
Lord J’resident of the C’onncil, the Eaii of Westmoreland, Lord Keeper of the 
Privy Seal, his Grace the Duke of Portland, one of his Majesty’s principal 
Secretaries of State, tlic Earl of St. Vincent, the Earl of Uosslyn, Lord Hobart, 
one otlier of his lUajesty’s principal Secretaries of State, Lord Kenyon. Chief 
.Tusticc of the Court of King’s llench, the llight Hon. Henry Addington, 
Clianccllor and Under Treasurer of the Exchequer, the Right Hon. Sir Win. 
Seott, Knight, Judge of the High Court of Admiralty of J'higland, the Judges, 
King’s Serjeants, King's Counsel, and several otlier persons. 'J'hc Lords accom- 
panied him to the (!!onrt of Chancery, where (before he entered iijion business), 
in their ])rosence, he took the oaths of allegiance and supremacy, and the oath 
of Chancellor, tlie same being administered by the Deputy Clerk of the Crown, 
Master Holford, the Senior Master in (Chancery, holding the hook (the Master 
of the Rolls being jirevented from attending hy indisposition); which being 
dune, the Attorney General moved that it might he recorded, and it was ordered 
accordingly. Then the Lords departed, leaving the Lord Chancellor in Court. 
— Minute Book, No. 2. fol. 80. 

] ought to liavc mentioned that, on the arrival in liis own country of tlic news 
of his appointment as Chancellor, all the hells in Newcastle and Ciatcshead were 
.set a-riiiging. and all the ships in the Tyne hoisted their flags. The “ Iloast- 
men’s Company” must have been particularly jiroud of their brother freeman. 
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same unmixed applause which had been showercd*down upon 
liim as Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, the public . 
expectation of him in his new position was by no means a. ». isoi. 
disappointed. I reserve for the conclusion of this me- 
moir a deliberate estimate of his qualities as an Equity 
Judge, and a review of his decisions.* At present it must 
suffice to say, that if there was still something to desiderate, 
the marble chair ” certainly had not been so ably filled 
since the time of Lord Hardwicke. 


* The length at which I shall l)e able to do this must dciieiid upon the space 
into which 1 shall be able to condense the narrative of his life. 
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CHAPTER CXCVIII. 

CONTINUATION OF THE LIFE OF LOBD ELDON TILL HIS FIRST 
RESIGNATION OP THE GREAT SEAL. 

Lord Eldon’s first speech in the House of Lords as Chan- 
cellor I myself heard, and I have mentioned it in my account 
of the striking scene when Lord Tlmrlow, after years of 
absence, reappeared to support the right of a woman to be 
divorced from her husband, who had committed incest with 
her sister. * 

He next came forward to support a Bill brought in to 
indemnify those who had acted in arresting and detaining 
persons suspected of high treason during the suspension of 
the Habeas Corpus Act.” This was violently oj)j)Osed by 
Tthurlow, from spite to Mr. Pitt and Lord Loughborough, 
but Lord Eldon gallantly defended it, saying that one of 
his earliest maxims in politics was, that political liberty could 
not be durable unless the system of its administration per-, 
mitted it to be occasionally parted witli, in order to secure it 
for ever. When it was otherwise, lilierty contained the seeds 
of its own destruction. With respect to the consideration of 
necessity, he was aware that it was often the plea of tyrants ; 
yet it was that consideration on which the most moderate 
men, when they took prudence their guide, must some- 
times act. In all periods of our history, their Lordships 
would find that the benefits of the Habeas Corpus Act 
were occasionally relinquished; but the suspension of the 
Habeas Corpus Act did not take away the responsibility 
of Ministers. There were cases in which, if a Minister did 
not act, he would deserve to lose his head. Such, for in- 
stance, and he stated no hypothetical case, was the occasion 
of ambassadors passing from Ireland through England to 

Ant^, Vol, V. p. 41|||k S5 Pari. Hist, 1432. 
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France, and vice versd, for purposes of a treasonable nature. 
In such a case, where the information was such as could not 
be doubted, if a Minister refused to act, what would he not 
deserve ?• And yet such a person could not be indemnified 
for Ins’] conduct, without such a Bill as that before their 
Lordships,” The Bill was carried by a majority of 54 to 17.* 
The only other debate in which he took a part, before the 
conclusion of the session, was on the Bill directed against 
Horne Tooke “ to prevent priests in orders from sitting in 
the House of Commons ” — when he had, again, to combat 
Lord Thurlow, wlio insisted that It was an encroachment on 
the rights of the clergy. The ground taken by Lord Eldon 
"was, that by the Canons of the Anglican Church, orders arc 
indelible — but this does not seem to show very conclusively 
that a clergyman, without cure of souls, or benefice, may not 
sit in the House of Commons, while Bishops, with a still 
more sacred character impressed upon them, and with all 
their episcopal duties to perform, sit in the House of Lords, to 
the general contentment of the nation, f 

A few days before the prorogation his Majesty set off on 
his long-talked of excursion to Weymouth, and in his way 
paid a visit at Cuffiiels in Hampshire. While he was there, 
Mr. Rose, the master of the mansion, wrote a very alarming 
letter to Lord Eldon, — in which, after giving an account of the 
King, when riding to Lymington, being caught in a heavy 
shower of rain, — being wet through, as no entreaties would 
prevail with him to put on a great coat, — remaining three 
quarters of an hour conversing with the mayor, — proceeding 
to Sir Harry Nicoll’s, arid dining without changing his 
clothes, — and again getting wet as lie rode home, jidds — 
There is no describing the uneasiness I felt at his Majesty 
keeping on his wet clothes, because I recollect Mr. Pitt 
telling me that his first illness. In 1788, was supposed to be 
brought on by the same thing; but there was no possible 
means of preventing it. The exercise, too, must have been, 
I fear, too much after the disuse of riding for some time. His 
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♦ 35 Pari. Hist. 1537. 


t III. 15^3. 



154 


KEIGN OP GEOHGE III. 


cxc vni intends going to Southampton (ten miles) on horse- 

[ back to-day, and returning to dinner. I mention these 

A. ». 1801 . circumstances to your Lordship, deriving some relief to my 
own mind from it, without a hope of your being able to take 
any immediate step in concert with Mr. Addington or others 
of his Majesty’s servants, but trusting that it may induce 
your Lordship to make as early a visit to Weymouth as 
possible.” 

Lord Eldon hurried down to Weymouth on pretence of 
carrying important papers for his Majesty to sign, but, finding 
him perfectly tranquil, returned after a stay there of three 
days. 

Nothing was now talked of but the negotiation with Bo- 
naparte. It was generally understood that the Chancellor 
was of the section in the Cabinet bent on carrying on the 
war, and in this belief Windham wrote him a letter on the 
measures which ought to be taken to guard the country against 
Sept. 20. invasion, thus concluding : — With all my dread of invasion, 
N<^etia- suppose me to consider the danger of in- 

tions for^^ vasloii as by any means equal to those of peace. A man may 
'Frailer* * escape a pistol, however near his head, but not a dose of 
poison. If I am not mistaken you do not very materially 
differ from me in this opinion.” This conjecture was pretty 
near the truth, but within a fortnight Lord Eldon wrote the 
following letter to his brother. Sir William : — 

Oct. 2. • “ The preliminaries of peace with F ranee were signed last night, 

ispj. terms, I understand, I am not at liberty to mention. With 

my head and heart so full as they have been for ten days past, I 
have felt, most deeply, the Avant of such a friend as you here. I 
am perhaps, at this moment, one of the most anxious of mankind. 

I think, upon the whole, the peace, as to its terms, not objectionable, 
if Avc could forget the damnable principles upon Avliich France has 
acted and may continue to act. You would excuse a great deal 
upon all subjects if you knew the state of mind I am in.” 

Nov. 3. When the preliminaries were about to be discussed in the 
House of Lords, he wrote the following letter to his prede- 
cessor, in the hope of mollifying him, and of obtaining his 
support or his proxy : — 
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“My dear LorD; 

T received the honour of your Lordship’s letter from Bath, and 
shall give all due attention to the subject of it. 

“ Ilis Majesty has put into my hands the paper which your Lord- 
ship gave him at Weymouth respecting the Princesses, and in the 
course of next week that business will be finished. 

“ I most sincerely hope that your Lordship’s health is re-estab- 
lished. My vacation, which lias been spent in great anxiety of 
mind and depression of spirits arising from apprehensions, is 
coming to its close, leaving me little relieved from eitlier. If your 
Lordship had been within the reach of conversation, I might occa- 
sionally have unburthened that mind to you so far as I understand 
the principles upon which a person who has the misery of being 
in a cabinet is to act would have allowed me. Your Lordship 
will conjecture that I am alluding to what has passed as to the 
peace, with reference to which the grounds upon which I have 
acted cannot perhajis with propriety be stated upon paper, or 
without mischief be insisted upon in debate. Tliey are such, that 
if I can rejoice in the peace it is with trembling, and I am not 
surprised that many men whom I honour and revere tremble 
without rejoicing. I have satisfied myself that, attending to all 
considerations, such as can and such as cannot be publicly stated, 
the measure is justifiable and right ; but your Lordship, I think, 
can sufficiently conjecture what are my principles to believe that I 
feel considerably on this subject. I have written thus much under 
a persuasion that your Lordship will receive in confidence what is 
written from respect, and from respect due from me to you, what- 
ever niiay be your opinion ujion what has been passing. Whatever 
that may be, I sincerely hope your health and your inclination 
will bring you to parliament. Tf you there approve what has been 
done, it will give great sanction to the measure, and great consola- 
tion to me personally. If you disapprove, I shall nevertheless, I 
am sure, have the satisfaction of seeing you repressing by the 
weight of your authority those who will approve upon the princi- 
ples broached at the Shakspeare Tavern, and which you and I 
abhor. I do not know whether your Lordship will or will not 
blame me for what I have written, but I had my pen in my hand 
and I could not refrain from unburthening a mind labouring with 
anxiety. You’lLbe so good as commit it to the fire after you have 
read what remains — which is only a cordial expression of all 
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good wishes for your health — with an assurance that I am, with 
much respect and regard, my dear Lord, 

“Your obliged and obedient humble servant, 

. “ Eldon. 

“October 24. 1801.“* 

Stiff and formal as is this production under the pretence 
of great openness, it produced the desired effect, and Lord 
Loughborough offered him his proxy, although he said he 
could not make a speech in defence of the peace. A proxy 
was sent for signature in the following letter : 

“My dear Loud, 

“I return your Lordship a great many thanks for your very 
kind and obliging letter. I shall certainly think myself much 
honoured in having your Lordship’s proxy. I did not think my- 
self authorised to hope for it to-morrow night, and therefore have 
not sent the inclosed sooner. In fact, upon a point of siicli mag- 
nitude as will form the subject of to-morrow’s debate, — the peace, 
— I think your Lordship’s great character would liardly admit of 
your voting in absence. I find Lord Grenville objects also to the 
Russian Convention, which is to be debated on Friday. May I 
crave your opinion upon that ? I confess I cannot bring myself 
to think much of some of the objections. 

“ With every good wish for your Lordship’s liealtli, permit me 
to add, that 1 am, with very sincere regard, 

“ Your obliged and faithful friend and servant, 

“ Eldon. 

“ Monday.” f 


Lord Eldon spoke late in the debate, and said, — In ad- 
vising his Majesty to make pcace’I would perish sooner than 
I would sacrifice any of the essential interests of the country; 
but when I say this, I must not be understood to vapour in 
praise of the peace as if it were a very lionourablc one.” 
Again, upon the motion for approving of the Defensive Treaty, 
he observed: — “ I am not ready to assei’t that the present is 
a glorious peace, but I have discharged my duty consci- 
entiously in advising his Majesty to sign it, a^d I trust that, 

t ib. 


* Uossl. MSS. 
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if candidly viewed, it will be found as good a peace as was 
likely to be obtained, all the circumstances under which it 
was made taken into consideration.” On both occasions he 
went over all the articles in a very minute and I must admit 
very tiresome manner, as if he had been discussing exceptions 
to the Master’s report in a Chancery suit. * But in the 
debate on the Russian Convention he gave an able exposition 
of our belligerent rights with regard to neutrals, — probably 
having the invaluable assistance of his brother, Sir William, 
whose judgments in the Court of Admiralty have placed 
them on an imperishable basis, f 

He did not, for a long time after, take any pai't in debate, 
except in answering the Earl of Suffolk, who praised the pre- 
sent Administration at the expence of Mr. Pitt, whom he ac- 
cused of detaining for a long time persons suspected of 
treasonable practices, without ever bringing them to trial. 

The Lord Chancellor declared, with much warmth, that he 
would sooner suffer death upon the spot than hear the con- 
duct of the late Adminstration aspersed. If it was criminal, 
he was as deeply criminal as they, and the only reason for 
pursuing a different conduct now was, that the country was 
under different circumstances.” He concluded with a pane- 
gyric on Pitt, under whom alone, he began to think, he fould 
hold the Great Seal with any security. J 

Lord Eldon interfered little in politics from this time till 
the spring of the year, 1804, Avhen, through liis agency, while 
the King was again seriously indisposed, the plan was per- 
fected of turning out ]\Ir. Addington and rcstoi’ing Mr. Pitt 
to his post as Prime Minister. During this interval, the 
Chancellor still grew in royal favour, and his Majesty was in 
the constant habit, on returning papers sent for the royal sig- 
nature, to write him letters, showing his affection for liis 
friend,” and his minute attention to public business. Of 
these, many will be found in Mr. Twiss’s valuable work — 
but I must be content with giving tAvo or three as a 
specimen : — 


lot 
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“ Windsor, April IJtli, 1802. 

The King returns the Commission for passing the Bills this 
day to the Lord Chancellor^ having signed it. lie at the same 
time expresses a most sincere wish that the recess may be crowned 
with the restoration of the Lord Chancellor’s health, and strongly 
recommends that he will not, at first coming out, be quite so assi- 
duous as he was in business before his confinement, to which he 
rather attributes the duration of the fit of the gout. 

George R.” 

“ Queen's Palace, April 30th, 1802. 

“ The King returns to the Lord Chancellor the Commission, 
wliich he has signed, for giving his assent to the Bills now pre- 
pared for that purpose. At the same time the King avails himself 
of the opportunity to express the satisfaction lie receives from the 
assurance of the Lord Chancellor’s gout having entirely subsided. 
That a degree of lameness and weakness still remains is the na- 
tural ettcct of the disorder, but will daily diminish ; and the King 
therefore strongly recommends to the Lord Cliancellor the not 
coining next Wednesday to St. James’s, but the coming here on 
Thursday for the Recorder’s report, which will avoid the necessity 
of going up stairs ; and Wednesday is the first day of Term, wliich 
must ill itself be a day of some fatigue. 

“ George R.” 

“Weymouth, August 14th, 1802. 

“ Yestenlay the King received the Lord Chancellor’s letter. He 
trusts that the fatigue of sitting in this warm weather in Lincoln’s 
Inn Hall has not proved so inconvenient as might have been ex- 
pected. The King is much pleased at Dr. Ridley’s being placed 
in the Isle of Wight. His being of the family of so celebrated a 
man as the Bishop that bore that name, in addition to his con- 
nection with the Lord Chancellor, very properly entitle him to 
that situation. 

“ George R.” 

“Windsor, Nov. 13th, 1802. 

“ The King returns the Commission for opening the Parliament, 
which he has signed. Having had the curiosity of reading the 
Commission, have found a mistake, the insertion of George Earl 
of Leicester, instead of William Earl of Dartmouth, as Lord 
Steward »f the Household, wliich can easily be corrected by the 
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Lord Chancellor ordering this change of names, though the King 
has signed the Commission. 

“ George R.’* 


CHAP. 

CXCVllI. 

A, D. 1803. 


“ Windsor, Feb. 27th, 1803. 

“ The King has, with great satisfaction, signed the Commission Bank ro- 
for passing the Bill to restrain the Bank of England from paying striction. 
cash, as he is convinced of the utility of the measure, and ardently 
hopes it may be prolonged the next year ; or, if the situation of 
public affairs should at tliat time prove more favourable, that the 
Bank will at least be restrained from paying cash above a certain 
proportion of each payment it may have to issue. 

“ George R.” 


About this time Lord Eldon being appointed High Steward Kl- 

of the University of Oxford, was alarmed by news that he on being 

must return thanks in a Latin epistle, and in consternation 

he wrote to Sir William, Pniy, pray, give me two sen- steward of 

tcnces thanking them, and assuring them that to the best of 

D ^ o versity of 

that judgment (the talent they are pleased to allow me) I Oxford, lest 
wish to dedicate my old age with ^ diligcntia^ and more of it jjf^oWi|ed 
than adorned my ^ adolcscentia ’ to ‘ literis, virtuti, probitati ct to return 
pietati.’ ^ But he was greatly relieved by an intimation from LaUn.* 
the Duke of Portland, then Chancellor, that in expressing 
his gratitude, he miglit make use of his mother tongue.^ This 
incident must have caused much pleasantry in his family, 
where, although he was regarded with a high degree of re- 
spect as well as affection, he amiably allowed himself to be 
treated with considerable familiarity. 

Soon afterwards his eldest son played off* a good-humoured H«ax upon 
hoax upon him, by writing him a metrical application for cdloVby* 
a living, supposed to come from a poor parson, who had i*wson. 
been at school with him — but without signing his name — 
merely dated it, “ No. 2. Charlotte Street, Pimlico.” Thus 
it began : — 

“ Hear, generous lawyer ! hear my prayer, 

Nor let my freedom make you stare, 

In hailing you, Jack Scott 1 


These were words in the address to him from the Convocation. 
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Tlio* now upon the woolsack placed, 

With wealth, with power, with title graced, 

OncCf nearer was our lot. 

“ Say, by what riatne the hapless bard 
May best attract your kind regard, 

Plain Jack ? — Sir John ? — or Eldon ? 

Give, from your ample store of giving, 

A starving priest some little living, — 

Tlie world will cry out, * Well done 1 * 

** In vain, without a patron's aid, 

I’ve pray'd and preach'd, and preach’d and pray’d, — 
Applauded^ but ill-ftd. 

Such vain eclat let others share ; 

Alas ! I cannot feed on atV, 

I ask not/>r<u«f!, but hreadj" 


The Chancellor himself went to Charlotte Street, Pimlico, 
to inquire after the writer, but could find neither poet nor 
parson in those regions.* 

We must now attend to much graver matters. While 
Parliament was sitting, in February, 1804, deliberating upon 
the measures necessary to be taken for the military defence 
^f the country, in consequence of the renewed hostilities with 
Napoleon, now become Emperor, — afflicting rumours were 
spread of a return of the King’s malady ; and there can now 
be no doubt that he was then attended by Dr. Willis, and 
kept under restraint. A question ii])on the subject being 
put iff^lic House of Commons, Mr. Addington very guardedly 
answered that ‘‘there was not at that time any necessary 
suspension of such royal functions, as it might be necessary 
for his Majesty then to discharge.” t Two days after. Lord 
Hawkesbury having held the same vague language in the 
House of Lords, Lord King and Lord Fitzwilliam urged 
that more cxjdicit information should be given by the noble 
and learned Lord on the woolsack, who, as keeper of the 
Great Seal, was peculiarly and personally responsible. Lord 
Eldon : “ I can assure the noble Lords who have personally 
alluded to me in sucli pointed terms, that I am fully sensible 
of the responsibility which attaches to me in particular. I 
have considered, — and that deeply, — the duty which is 

* Titc ])ocm is said to have originated in an assertion by the Chancellor, that 
his son could ^ot disguise his handwriting so as to deceive him. 

Y 1 Pari. Deb. 1 134. 
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incumbent upon me at this trying crisis. I am aware that, chap. 
while I am, on the one hand, constantly to keep in view 
what is due from me in point of delicacy to my Sovereign, 

I ought, on the other, never to forget that I liave a duty to 
perform to the legislature and to the public. I have settled 
in my own mind Avhat line of conduct I ought to pursue on 
this occasion, and that line I have pursued. I am anxious 
that there should be no misapprehension on this subject, and 
therefore 1 declare that my noble colleague has correctly 
stated the convalescence of his Majesty. Delicate as this 
subject is, I certainly would not have mentioned this much, 
if I had not been compelled to it; but, as I have been com- 
pelled to it, I will state, that, at this moment^ there is no sus- 
pension of the royal functions.'^''* Lord Grenville complaining 
that the noble and learned lord had conveyed no information 
to the House, Lord Eldon added: ‘^From that attachment 
and duty which I owe to his IMajesty, no consideration shall 
make me swerve so far as to go into what I coiiijcive an un- 
necessary and improper explanation.”! . 

The country was now in a most perilous situation. The 
Mutiny Act was about to expire in a few days, and unless it 
were renewed, the army could not lawfully be kept on foot. dis- 
A bill to renew it had passed both Houses along with several 
other bills, Avhicb, for the public safety, ought to receive the Act was 

, .111 to 

royal assent without cieJay. expire. 

Lord Eldon boldly, and I think excusably, obtained tlie March a. 
King’s signature to a commission for passing these bills, at a 
time when it is fpiitc clear tliat, if his Majesty had been a taken by 
private person, any deed or’ will executed by him w'ould have 
been adjudged to be a nullity. The Commission being pro- 
duced in the House of Lords, Lord Fitzwilliam stiid, he en- 
tertained doubts as to tlie state of his Majesty’s mind, — which 
induced him to call upon the Lord Chancellor for further 
information, before the very important exercise of the jirc- 
nxrative which had been announced was carried into effect.” 

o 


Embarrass, 
ment from 


* 1 Pari. Deb. G:i9. 
VOL. VII. 
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- Lord Eldon. “ I can assure the noble Earl and the House, 
that in every thing connected with so grave, important, and 
momentous an occasion, I have proceeded with all due deli- 
cacy, deliberation, and caution ; even with fear and trembling. 
Not satisfied with the reports of the medical attendants of his 
Majesty, I have tliought it proper and necessary to have a 
personal interview with the Sovereign, when due discussion 
took place respecting the bills offered for the royal assent, 
whicli assent was fully expressed. I would sooner suffer my 
right hand to be severed from my body, than act in such an 
instance upon liglit or superficial grounds; and I have no 
hesitation to aver, that the result of all whicli took place on 
the occasion amply justifies me in announcing his Majesty’s 
assent to the Bills specified in the Koyal Commission. I 
know and feel wdth gratitude my obligations to the best of 
Sovereigns, and to his person I bear the warmest affection. 
But I can most conscientiously say, that no considerations 
whatever, not even tliose to wdiich I have alluded, shall ever 
•►induce me to break t^^at sacred covenant which I have made 
wdth myself, not to suffer that any thing shall wfirp my 
judgment, or bear me from the rule of strict duty and rec- 
titude. I am fully aware of the high )*csponsiblHty under 
which I stand, and with reference to which I act on this 
occasion.” * — It will be observed that his Lordship on this 
occasion avoids making any assertion as to the competence of 
the Sovereign — docs not at all disclose wdiat the rule of rec- 
titude and duty was which he had covenanted with himself to 
observe — nor obviate the possibility of his having obtained a 
release from the covenant, which ft is so easy to obtain wdicii 
covenantor and covenantee hai>pen to be the same individual. 
However, the clerk having read the commission, concluding 
Avith the words, By the King himself — signed with his OAvn 
hand,” and ‘‘ Lc Roy le voet,” being pronounced over each 
of the bills, they all became law. 

The following is an account of this transaction, Avritten by 
Lord Eldon many years after ; and, even assuming that he 


* 1 Pnrl. Del). 808. 
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Iiaa neither coloured nor suj)pressed any of the circumstances 
of the interview, it is plain that he relied mainly upon what 
he considered the competency of the King, as king, not- 
withstanding his indisposition,” and that he would by no 
means have become witness to the act and deed of a private 
individual in such a state of mind : 

“ During one of his Mujesty’s indispositions, and when there 
was a doubt whether he was suiriciently recovered to make it fit 
to take his royal sign-manual to a commission for passing Acts 
of’ Parliament, the time approached, when, if the IMutiny Bills 
were not renewed and i)asscd, tlic establishments of the army and 
navy, in the midst of war, must be broken up. It became, tlicre- 
fore, absolutely ncecssary to have his royal sign-manual to acts 
for continuing those cslablishments. The Chancellor is the 
minister responsible for that. 1 waited upon his Majesty, and 
carried with me tlie commission, and a brief abstract of the several 
intended acts, but in iniicli more of detail than the previous state- 
ments made upon such oc.casions. I began reading that abstract, — 
a caution not usual when the King was well ; and he said, ‘My 
Lord, you arc cautious.’ I entreated his Majesty to allow thaty 
under the then circumstances. ‘Oh!’ he said, ‘you are certainly 
1 ‘ight in that ; but you sliouhl be correct as widl as cautious.’ I said 
I was not conscious that 1 was not correct. ‘ No,’ said he, ‘you 
are not; for if you will look into the commission whicli you have 
bi*ought mo to sign, you will sec that 1 tliere state that 1 liave 
fully considered the bills ]>roposed to receive my sign-manual to 
be correet ; tlTorefore, I sliouhl have the hills to jicruse and con- 
sider.’ I .stated to liim tliat he never Jiad Iiad the bills wliiLst I 
liad been Chaneellor, and that I did not know that ho had ever 
had tile bills. He .said, durii]g a part of Jiis reign lie liad always 
had them, until Lord Tliurlow liad cea.sed to bring them ; and tlie 
expres.sion his Majesty used wa.s, that Lord Tliurlow had said it was 
nonsense his giving himself the trouble to read tlimn. T .said lii.s 
Majesty had .salislied me that I had ii.sed caution enough, took tlie 
sign-manual, and went to the House of Lords ; and wlien about 
passing the cominis.sion, Lord Fitzwilliam rose and said, ‘I wi.sli 
to a.sk whether the Chaneellor declares his Majesty is equal to 
the act of signing the commission Avith full knowledge upon the 
subject/ or to that effect. I an.SAvered, ‘ Your Lordship will sec 
the commission executed immediately.* 

>1 2 
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chap. « I have committed this to paper, having been much abused on 
CXCV III. ^]jjg transaction, and for the purpose of stating that it 

A,D. 1804 . ^^7 determination, if I thought his Majesty sufficiently well 

as an individual to give his assent, to take the royal sign-manual 
to tlic commission, and execute it without making observation ; if, 
on the other hand, 1 did not think him so well as an individual, — 
inasmuch as tlic competency of the king, as King, was what the 
law authorised me to consider as belonging to him, notwithstand- 
ing liis indisposition, I dctcrmine<l to take the royal sign-manual 
to the commission, and, after executing it, to state to the House 
in what condition of his Majesty 1 had taken tliis step, and to 
throw myself on Parliament’s consid(?.ration of my case, and my 
having so acted, in order, in a most perilous period, to prevent the 
establishments necessary for the defence, and indeed tlie existence, 
of the country, from going to pieces. Many thought I acted too 
boldly in this proceeding ; but I could not bring myself to think 
that 1 ought to countenance the notion thnt tlic King’s state of 
mind, considering him as an individual, was such as I in my con- 
science did not believe it to be ; and I did think that it was my 
duty to expose myself to all that iniglit liappen, rather than give a 
false impression of tlic actual state of my Sovereign and Royal 
Master to his people. 

“God grant that no future Chancellor jnay go through the same 
distressing scenes, or be exposed to the dangerous responsibility 
wliicli I went through and was exposed to, during the indispositions 
of my Sovereign ! My own attaeliimmt to liiin supported me 
through tliose se4.mes. Such and so cordial was the love and alfec- 
tioii liis people bore to liiin, that a servant, mcjining well and 
placed amidst great difficulties, would have been pardoned for 
much, if he had occasion for indemnity. 

“ When I went to take the King’s sign-manual, some other 
ministers wanted it in their department. They sent the papers to 
me, instead of coming tliernselves to support me by their acts. I 
refused to tender any of them to the King.” * 

Lord Eldon told tlie following anecdote, referable to the 
same period ; — 

“ In one of his Majesty George IIL’s illnesses, when he was at 
.Buckingham House, it was conceived to be my duty as Chancellor 


• TwUv, i. 285. 
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to call at that house every day. This was constantly done, to the 
interruption of the business of my Court to a great extent, for 
which the public opinion made no allowance. Upon one day, when 
I went to make my call of duty, Dr. Simmons, the medical 
attendant constantly there, represented to ftie the embarrassment 
he was exposed to, being persuaded that if his Majesty could have 
a walk frequently round the garden behind the house it would be 
of the most essential benefit to him ; that, if he took his walk with 
the doctor, or any of liis attendants, he was overlooked from the 
windows of Grosvenor Place, and reports were circulated very 
contrary to the truth respecting his Majesty’s mental health ; that, 
on the other hand, his Majesty *s family were afraid of accompany- 
ing him ; and that he, the doctor, did not know how to act,. as tlic 
walk was of vast importance to his Majesty's recovery. It was to 
me plain that he wished that T sliould ofier to attend his Majesty, 
and walk with him in the garden. I otfered to do so, if he thought 
it likely to be useful to the King. lie then went into the next 
room, wdiere the King was, and I heard him say, ‘ Sir, the Chan- 
cellor is conic to take a walk with your IMajesty, if your Majesty 
pleases to allow it.’ ‘With all my heart,' I overheard the King 
say, and he called for his hat and cane. Wc ^valked two or three 
times round Buckingham House gardens. There was at first a 
momentary hurry and incoherence in his Maji.'sty’s talk, but this 
did not endure two niinntos ; during the rest of the walk there 
was not the slightest aberration in his Majesty’s conversation, and 
he gave me the history of ever}^ Administration in liis reign. When 
we returned into the house, his Majesty, laying down his hat and 
cane, placed his head upon iny shoulder, and burst into tears ; and, 
after recovering himself, bowed me out of the room in his usual 
manner. Dr. Simmons told me afterwards that this had been of 
infinite use towards his recovery.” 

Lord Eldon also related that the King complained to him Tiic King’s 
that a man in the employ ot one of his physicians had knocked his 

him down. “ When I got up again,” added the King, “ I 
said my foot had slipped, and ascribed my fall to tliat ; for it 
would not do for me to admit that tlic King bad been knocked 
down by any one.” 

His Majesty continued in this unsatisfactory state of mind 
till the month of June following, some members of the 
Cabinet not liaving nerve to transact business with him : bilt 
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during this period, Lord Eldon not only obtained his assent 
to acts of state, such as giving the royal assent to bills that 
had passed both Houses of Parliament, but actually induced 
him to dismiss Mr. Addington, and to take back Mr. Pitt as 
his Prime Minister. The Sovereign bein^ sometimes better 
and sometimes worse, and occasionally appearing to talk and 
to write rationally, and the physicians all agreeing that he 
was likely to recover soon, — altlioiigh, if a private person in 
the care of a committee under the jurisdiction of the Court 
of Chancery, it is quite clear that he would not have been 
restored to liberty, — pcrhajis Lord Eldon did well in con- 
tinuing to treat him as comjictent fully to exercise all the 
prcrogativCwS of the crown. Not being completely disabled as 
he was in 1788, and in 1810, any proposal to suspend his 
functions, or to sujicrscdc liis authority, might have led to a 
jiublic couvulsiou, and the smaller evil to bo chosen might be 
to consider his legal coinpctcncc as unimpaired, — there being 
advisers for every act that was done, responsible to Par- 
liament and the country. 

But I can by no means offer so good a defence to another 
charge against Lord Eldon, — that in tlie intrigue by which the 
charige of Governiuent Avas effected, he l)etraycd his political 
chief. This charge, which has been sev(;ral times advanced, 
is reiterated in tlio recent Life of Lord Sidmoutli, by Dr. 
Pellcw; and, I am sorry to say, I think it is completely 
established. 

When Mr. Pitt, not pleased to see those whom lie con- 
sidered his own creatures assuming an independent existence, 
had become impatient for a return to jiowcr, and had coalesced 
with the two parties, in regular opposition, under JMr. Fox 
and Lord Grenville, the existing Government was in great 
jeopardy, and its majorities decreased on every division. 
Nevertheless, the King, highly satisfied with his Prime 
Minister, was resolved resolutely to stand by him; and till the 
result of the debate on the 25th of April respecting the de- 
fence of the country against invasion, in which the different 
sections of opponents heartily ccncurrcd, neither King nor 
Prime Minister had any thought of a change. But long be- 
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fore this. Lord Eldon, without the knowledge of the King, and 
without the privity of any of his colleagues, was in secret ' 
communication with Mr. Pitt, now the declared enemy of the ^ 18C4. 

King’s Government. He might most reasonably have i.ord El- 
thoiight, that Mr. Addington could not longer be allowed to 
be at the head of affairs with safety to the state — but then knowicdfro 
it would have been his duty, boldly and openly, to have said ^ * 

so to Mr. Addington, and it would have been his duty cniriiges in 
instantly to resign the Great Seal into his Majesty’s hands. 
llctaining the Great Seal, — professing to serve under Mr. our. 
Addington, — and regardless of the wishes of his Eoyal Mas- 
ter,” about which, w hen it suited his purpose, he could be so 
pathetic, he, of his own accord, through the niediuin of a note 
I’cnt by his son, then a incinber of the House of Commons, 
opened a negotiation with Mr. Pitt for Mr. Addington’s 
overthrow. * This fa(‘t is incontestably establislied by the 
following letter from Mr. Pitt to Tjord Eldon : — 

“ York riace, Tuesday night, March 20t!i, 1804. 

‘‘ My pear Lotu), 

Mr. Scott was so good as to give me yoiir note this evening in Mr. Fitt 
the 1 louse of Cornmons.f I am vi?ry glad to a(!e(.'j)t your invitation 
hir Saturday, as, Avliatever may be the rosidt of oiir conversation, I 
think the sooner we liold it the better. The state of public affairs 
makes it impossible that the present su.s])(»ii.sc should last very long, 
and nothing can give iiu; more sati.siaetioii than to put you con- 
iidentially in possession of all llie sentiments and opinions by wdneh 
my conduct will be regidate<l. Ilelievc me, my dear Lord, 

“ Your.s, very sincerely, 

“W.PlTT,” 

All that we know of tliclr proceedings In March is, that Ti-cir 
after their secret meeting, thus arranged, they had “ a 
a-tUc dinner.”} It is supposed that the negotiation was in- 
terrupfed by the King being so much under the influence of 

* All ])055sll)ility of a coalition between IMr. Pitt and Mr. Addington had 
long gone by, iMr. Pitt having dccl.ircd that he would not even hmune head of 
the Treasury without first dissolving Mr. Addington's Administration. 

t This refers to the Chancel lor’s eldest .son, then M. P. for Uoroiiglibridge. 

J 'Hiis is proveil by an entry in the journal of Mr. Abbott (f/lerwards Lord 
Colchester), copied in Pellew’s “ Life of Lord Sidinouth,*’ ii. 277. * 

M 4 
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his malady^ that he could not be produced to hold a Council, 
or have any political communication made to him.* 

On the 23d of April Mr. Fox was to lead a grand assault 
of the combined Opposition, which it was thought might 
prove fatal to the Government ; and the day before, Mr. Pitt 
thus wrote to the Chancellor: — 

“ York riacf, Sunday, April 22d, 1804. 

My dear Loim, 

“ Under the present peculiar circiiin stances, I trust your Lord- 
ship will forgive my taking the liberty of requesting you to take 
charge of tlie enclosed letter to the King. Its object is to convey 
to his Majesty, as a mark of respect, a previous intimation of the 
sentiments which I may find it necessary to avow in Parliament, 
and at the same time an assurance, with respect to my own personal 
intentions, which I might perhaps not be justified in offering un- 
called for, under any other circumstances, but wliieb you will see 
my motive for not withholding at present. 1 certainly feel very 
anxious that this letter should be put into his Majesty’s bands, if 
it can with propriety, before the discussion of to-morrow; but 
having no means of forming myself any sufficient judgment on that 
point, my wish is to refer it entirely to your Lordship’s discretion, 
being fully persuaded that you will feel the importance of making 
the communication with as little delay as the nature of the case 
will admit. I shall viiclosc ivy letter misealed for your inspectiov^ 
Knowing that you ivill allow me in doing so to request that you will 
not communicate its contents to any one hut the King hhnself I 
am the more anxious that you should sec what I have written^ hc^ 
cause 1 cannot think of ashing you to undertake to he the hearer oj 
a letter^ expressing sentiments so adverse to the Government with 
with which you are acting^ icithout giving you the previous op- 
poitunify of knowing in what manner those sentiments are stated, 

“ Believe me, with great trutli and regard, 

“ My dear Lord, 

“ Faithfully and sincerely yours, 

“ W, Pitt.” 

♦ The following note from the Queen to Lord Eldon seems to show that his 
Majesty was worse about the middle of April : — 

“ My Loan, 

^ “ Something having occurred last niglit which I wish to communicate to voir, 
Ttakc advantage of your promise to apply to you when under any difficultv, 
and l^g to see you for a moment, in case you call at the Queen’s liouse this 
ino>rniiig, bcfdl*c you go to the King. 

“ Q. II., April 14th, 1804. 


“ Charlotte. 
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It would appear that Lord Eldon had sent back the letter, 
to have some alteration made in it, — expressing a readiness 
to deliver it, when the King should be in a state of mind in 
which he could receive it. 

“ York Place, Sunday night, April 22d, 1804. 

“ My dear Lord, 

“ I have no hesitation in availing myself of your p'ermission to 
return into your hands my letter to the King. My wish is to leave 
it entirely to your discretion, whether it can with propriety be de- 
livered before the debate to-morrow. If not, I anxiously wish that 
it should be known ^to his IVIajesty in due time, that it was de- 
posited wdth you in order that it should be so delivered, if you 
should judge that it could with propriety. 

“ I am, iny dear Lord, 

“ Faithfully and sincerely yours, 

“ W. Pitt.’* 

Mr. Twiss not having seen Dr. Pcllcw’s statements,— after 
mentioning the Council held on the 23d of April, at which 
the King was well enough to appear, good-naturedly observes. 

The attempt to remodel the Government seems to have been 
immediately resumed through the agency of the Lord Chan- 
cellor, on whom alone, in a matter where the personal inter- 
vention of Mr. Addington was necessarily out of the question, 
the King inclined to rely.” The public now most certainly 
know that till the 29th of April the King did not employ the 
agency of Lord Eldon in cominiinicating with Mr. Pitt, 
whom he then regarded as little better than a Whig, and 
that he eagerly hoped Mr. Addington might continue his 
minister. 

Mr. Fox’s motion was actually made on the night of the 
23d of April, and was warmly supported l)y Mr. Pitt, but 
was lost by a majority of 52 ; and Mr. Addington still 
resolved to retain his post, the King backing him, and ex- 
pressing high resentment at the contents of Mr. Pitt’s letter, 
which had been shown to liim. But rumours — spread by 
whom was never known — became rife that the King was 
desirous of changing his Minister ; and when a similar motion 
was repeated on the 25th, although there was no ‘Increase an 
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the numbers of the Opposition, Mr. Adding ton’s supporters 
fell off, and his majority was reduced to 32. He now thought 
he could stand his ground no longer, but he did not commu- 
nicate to any of his colleagues his intention to resign till 
Sunday, the 29 th of April. On that dity a Cabinet was held, 
when he reproached the Clianccllur for having been the 
bearer of letter from Mr. Pitt to the King, containing 
‘ expressions so injurious to the Government with wliich he 
was acting, and for the hcatl of which lie had always expressed 
so much regard. All present agreed in the necessity of 
immediate resignation. Lord St. Vincent afterwards ^^ex- 
pressed, as one main ground of the Govermnent being defeated, 
when, with the hearty su])port of the King, he considered 
the struggle as any thing but desperate, tlie secret under- 
standing between Lord Kldon and Mr. Pitt, or, as he phrased 
it, ‘ tljc enemy having a friend in the citadel, who opened the 
gates to him.’ ” * 

The resolution of the Cabinet being comiiuinieated to the 
King, his Majesty, who had been kept in igiiorane.c of the 
])revious intercourse between ]\Ir. Pitt and Lord Kldon, and 
of the fact that Lord Eldon was privy to tlic contents of 
Mr. Pitt’s letter, of which lie liad been tlie bearer, was made 
to see the absolute necessity for parting witli bis favourite 
Minister, and authorised liord Eldou to desire Mr. IMtt to 
attend liim at Ikicklnghain House, with tlie view of forming 
a' new Administration. The following is Mv, Pitt’s answer 
to the confidential note which he received begging a prior 
personal interview with the Chancellor. 


Mr. Pitt 
to Lord 
Eldon. 


“York Plr.C'j, Sur.day, April 1801. 

“ My dkau Loin>, 

“ I am very niiicli obliged to you for your letter, and must fetd 
great satisfaction in learning the manner in wJiich the assurances 
contained in iny letter were received. 1 sliall be at lionio till half- 
past two to-day, and afterwards from five to six, and any time be- 
fore two to-inonw, if you should find occasion to call licre; or if 


* I.ord nrou.£iliam, on bis personal knowledge, in a very able article in tlie 
Second No. oftbe Law Ueview. 
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you prefer seeing me at any other hour, or at your house, you 
will have the goodness to let me know,, and I shall be at your 
commands. 

“ I am, my dear Lord, 

“ Sincerely and faithfully yours, 

« W. Pitt." 

Great difficulties arose in the negotiations which were now 
begun, for I believe that ]\Ir. Pitt was sincere In his wish to 
introduce Mr. Fox, as well as Lord Grenville, into the 
Cabinet, and Mr. Fox was most odious both to the King and 
the Chancellor. 

The Marquess of Stafford, leagued with the Opposition, Iiad 
a motion standing ia the House of Lords for the JMonday, 
rcsi)cctlng the defence of the country. At the mooting of 
the House, Lord Ilawksbury, as the organ of the Government, 
stated, that he had reasons of the highest and most weighty 
iinportanee, which induced him to request the noble Marquess 
to posti)onc his motion. These reasons, it was true, were of 
that delicate and jieculiar nature, that he could not at the 
present moment, consistently with his duty, enter into them 
fartli#r.” Lord Grenville and otlier lords expressing a wish 
for farther cxjdaiiation, the Lord Chancellor quitted the 
woolsack, and said: ‘‘ Iking of opinioft, my Lords, that suffi- 
cient grounds exist for your Lordships to exercise your good 
sense and discretion upon the point under consideration, I 
. shall say no more, being determined, for my own part, to 
fulfil, as long as I have a drop of blood in my veins, my duty 
to his Majesty and the country, — for these terms, my Lords, 
mean the same thing : to do my duty to liis Majesty, is to 
do my duty to the country; and to perrorm iny duty to the 
country is to perform my duty to my Sovereign. And upon 
my most awful sense of what I think my duty to both, my 
conduct has been, is, and shall ever be regulated, and this 
paramount consideration now induces me to go the length of 
joining my noble friend in recommending the noble Marquess 
— as far as the opinion of an Immblc individual may be de- 
serving of attention — to postpone his motion.” Who could 
have conjectured the manner in which tlie noble and Icarilcd 
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lord had been performing his duty to his sovereign and his 
country during the preceding month ! 

On the 2d of May, Mr. Pitt wrote a long letter to the 
King, which has never been published, but in which he must 
have fully explained his views about the formation of the new 
Government. This he sent, with the accompanying note, to 
Lord Eldon. 

“ York Place, Wednesday, May 2d, 1804, 
Three quarters i)ast one, i*.m. 

“ My dear Lord, 

‘‘I enclose a letter addressed to you, which I shall be much 
obliged to you if you will lay before his Majesty. I am sorry not 
to have been able to make it shorter, or to send it you sooner. As 
I think it may probably find you at the Court of Chancery, I will, 
at the same time that I send it, ride down to Mr. Rose’s, at I^alace 
Yard, in order that I may be easily within your reaeli, if any thing 
should arise on which you may wish to see me before you go to tlie 
Queen’s House. If you should not be at the Court of Chancery, I 
shall order my letter lo be carried to your house, unless my servant 
should learn where it cun be delivered to you sooner. 

“ Ever, my dear Lord, 

“ Yours very sincerely, 

« W. f>lTT.” 

It seems that Lord* Eldon added to Mr. Pitt’s communi- 
cation a soothing missive from himself, and that the King, 
iniicli excited, and unable to conceal his dislike of the change 
forced upon him, had returned an answer to Mr. Pitt, testi- 
fying even contempt for the sentiments and style of that 
Minister. This ansivcr will probably never see the light ; 
but the following letter from the King to Lord Eldon shows 
very strikingly how his Majesty stood affected : — 

** Quofn’fs Palace, May 5ih, 1804, 

19 minutes past six, v. m. 

The King is much pleased with /tis excellent Chancellor’s note : 
he doubts much whether Mr. Pitt will, after weighing the contents 
of the paper delivered this day to him by Lord Eldon, choose to 
have a personal interview with his Majesty ; hut whether he will 
not rather prcparc^another Essay, containing as many empty words 
and little information, as the one he liad before transmitted. 

“ His Majesty will, with great pleasure, receive the Lord Chan- 
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celloF to-rnorrow, between ten and eleven, the time he himself has 
proposed. 

“ George R.*’ 

Lord Eldon most earnestly denied that he exercised any 
influence over the King in disinclining him to the admission 
of Mr. Fox into the Cabinet. If he believed that such a 
step would be detrimental to the public service, I cannot see 
the harm of the Chancellor, when consulted, expressing his 
opinion upon it ; and unless some such influence had been 
used, I am persuaded tliat his Majesty would now have 
assented to it, as he very readily did in 1806. 

The King, of his own accord, or by persuasion, remaining 
inflexible, the Grenvilles would not separate themselves from 
Mr. Fox, and the memorable Administration was to be 
formed in which all the power of the State was to be cen- 
tred in one single individual. The new Prime Minister 
elect thus addressed the King ; — 

“ May 7th, 1804. 

“ Mr. Pitt Immbly begs leave to acquaint your ]\Iajesty, that lie 
finds Lord Grenville and liis friends decline forming a part of any 
arrangement in which Mr. Fox is not included. Mr. Pitt hopes to 
be enabled by to-morrow to submit, for your JMajesty’s consider- 
ation, the most material parts of such a plan of Administration as, 
under these circumstances, lie wishes humbly to iiroposc.*' 

Although Mr. Pitt was now in direct communication with the 
King, he never moved unless in concert with the Chancellor, 
on whom he chiefly relied for intelligence respecting the state 
of the King’s health. Thus he addressed him when the ar- 
rangements were com[)letc, and only required his Majesty’s 
sanction : — 

“ York^i’lace, Tuesday, May 8tli, 1804. 

. ‘‘ My dear Lord, 

“I shall be much obliged to you, if you can send me a single 
line to let me know what accounts you have from the Queen’s 
House this morning. I shall be very desirous of seeing you in the 
course of the day, and will endeavour either to find you near the 
House of Lords between four and live, or will call oir*you in the 
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evening. It will probably be desirable that I should see the King 
again to-morrow. 

“ Ever, my dear L ord, 

*• Shiccrely yours, 

“ W. P.’' 

At this, meeting the Ministry was settled, the King evi- 
dently being in a state of mind in which, as a private man, 
he would not have been allowed to sign an ordinary contract. 
When it was over, he thus addressed Mr. Addington : — 

“ Queen’s Palace, May 9tb, lf’>01, 4S in. past six, p.m. 

“ The King has this instant finislied a long, but most satisfac- 
tory conversation with Mr. Pitt, wlio will stand forth, tliough Lord 
Grenville, Lord Spencer, and Mr. Windliam have declined even 
treating, as Mr. Fox is excluded by the express command of the 
King to Mr. Pitt- This being the case, the King desires Mr. 
Addington will attend here at ten to-morrow morning with the 
seals of Chancellor of the Exchequer. The King’s friendship for 
Mr. Addington is too deeply graven on his licart to be in the least 
diminished by any change of situation : his Majesty 'will order tlie 
warrant to be prepared for creating Mr. Addington Karl of Ban- 
bury, A^iscount AVallingford, and Baron Reading; and will order 
the message to l)c carried by INfr. York lo thii House of Com- 
mons for the usual annuity, having most honourably and ably 
filled the station of Speaker of the House of Commons. The 
King will settle such a |K;nsioii on Mrs. Aldington, whose virtue 
and modesty he admires, as Mr. Addington may choose to pro- 
po.se. • * * 

“GkouueR.” 

The same evening Mr. Pitt thus addressed his confidant : — 

“York Place, Wednesday nijjbt, i\Iay 9tli, 1801. 

“ My dkau Loiu>, 

“ I have had another interview to-day, not quite, I am sorry to 
say, so satisfactory as that ofjAloiulay. Ido not think there was 
any thing positively wrong, but tliere was a hurry of spirits, and 
an excessive love of talking, which showed that either tlie airing 
of this morning, or the seeing so many poisons, and conversing so 
nineli during these three days, has rather tended to disturb. The 
only iuferciiee I draw from this observation is, that too much cau- 
tion canno* be used in still keeping exertion of all sorts, and 



LIFE OF LOUD ELDOX. 

particularly conversation, within reasonable limits. If that caution 
can be sulliciently adhered to, 1 have no doubt that every thing 
will go well and there is certainly nothing in what I have 
observed, that would, in the smallest degree, justify postponing 
arjy of the steps that are in progress towards arrangement. I am, 
tliereforc, to attend again to-morrow, for the purpose of I’ccciving 
tlie Seals, vvhicdi Mr. A. will have received notice from his Majesty 
to bring. If I shoidd not meet you there, I will endeavour to see 
you afterwards at the House of Lords. 

“ I am, my dear Lord, 

“ Ever sincerely yours, 

“ \V. Pitt” 

The following (lay the change of (iovcrnnicnt formally 
took place, and I^ord Eldon was ('.onfirmed in his ofKcc under 
the IK‘AV chief. “ The upshot of the whole intrigue is, that 
Mr. Pitt shoves Mr. Addington out of his place, which he 
takes liiinself, and retains liis coadjutor in t^jc business as 
Chancellor, * his allu within the hesieyed (jnrrisony who opened 
the gate to him nndvr the eland of night lehile the rest slept,’* 

I add Lord Eldon’s own account of his part in llio trails- 
ac'tion, as recorded in his Autobiography, entitled, the Anec- 
dote Hook,” showing with what (Miuliun tliis vvork is to bo 
perused ; for lie would rc])resent that the King wos (piitc i*c- 
covered wdicii the ehaiigc took place, — he entirely snjipressos 
his owm previous intcreonrsc wdtli Sir, Pitt, as if the idea of 
this Minister’s return had originated in a siiontancous order 
of tlic King requiring an inunediate interview, — and he 
would induce a belief, that after Mr. Pitt was i list all(.‘d, it be- 
came matter of delibcratioia, w’luqhcr he himself should con- 
tinue Cliaiiccllor, — whereas all mankind must now believe 
tliat this WTiS as wx‘ll understoixl bctwxon them, as that 
George III. slioidd continue on tlic throne: — 

“ Wlien Mr. Addington went out of oHiee, and Mr. Pitt suc- 
ceeded him, the King was just recovered from mentiil indisposition, 
lie ordered me to go to Mr. Pitt w’ith his conimands for Mr. Pitt 
to attend him. I wont to him, to Ihiker Street or York Place, to 
deliver those commands. I found him at breakfast. After some 
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CH A P. little conversation, he said, as the King was pleased to command his 
CXCVllI. attendance with a view to forming a new Administration, he hoped 
I had not given any turn to the King’s mind wliich could affect any 
proposition he might liave to make to his Majesty upon that sub- 
ject. I was extremely hurt by this. I assured him I had not ; 
that I considered myself as a gentleman bringing to a gentleman a 
message from a king ; and that I should liave acted more un- 
wortliily than I believe myself capable of acting, ifl had given any 
opinion upon what might be right to his Majesty. Mr. Pitt went 
with me in my carriage to Buckingham House, and, when we 
arrived there, he asked me if 1 was sure liis Majesty was well 
enough to see him. I asked him whether he thought that I should 
liave brought him such a message if I had any doubt upon that, 
and observed that it was fortunately much about the hour when 
the physicians called ; and, it turning out that they were in the 
liouse, I said he might see them in an adjoining room. He asked 
me to go with him into that room. After vvliat Iiad passed, I said 
I sliould not do^so, and that it was fit tliat ho should judge for Iiim- 
self, and that I should be absent. He them left me;, and, after being 
with the pliysicians a considerable tineas, lie returned, and said he 
was quite satisfied with their report, and expressed his astonish- 
ment at what he had heard from them : that he had learnt, he 
thought from unquestionable authority, only the day before, that I 
never had seen the King but in the presence of the doctors or 
doctor who altende.d him on account of his mental health. He in- 
timated that this was intelligence wliicli Iiad conic from C n 

House, and wiiich he had now learned was utterly devoid of truth, 
lie was soon after introduced to the King, and he remained with 
his Majesty a considerable time. Upbn his return he said he found 
the King jierfectly well, — that he had expressed his full consent 
to Lord Grenville’s being a part of the new Administration, but 
tliat all his endeavours to prevail upon his Majesty to consent to 
]SIr. Fox also being a meinher of it had heen urged in vain in the 
course of a long interview and conversation. It is well known 
that Mr. Pitt was obliged to form an Administration without 
either. 

‘‘ After Mr. Pitt had formed the rest of his Administration, he 
conversed with me as to remaining Chancellor. I told him that I 
must first know whether he had any reason to believe that it had 
been necessary to ask me whether I had given any turn to the 
King’s mind that could affect any proposition he had to make 
to the King. He said, that when he left his Majesty -he was 
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convinced that nothing had passed between his Majesty and me 
relative to the formation of an Administration, as to any person 
who should or should not form a part of it ; and that, if I desired 
it, he would give me a written declaration, in any terms which 
would be satisfactory, tliat he Iiad no reason to think that I liad 
in any way influenced liis Majesty’s mind. I told him that what 
he had said was enough.” 
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But conscious that Ills plotting against IMi*. Addington El- 
could not be concealed from the \vorId, and that, primd fiictej 
he was liable to the accusation of treachery, he was ever ^ 

after indefatigable in rcjicaf ing the assertion, that he Avas the — not Mr. 

‘^ King’s Chancellor,” and not Mr. Addington’s. lie harped 
upon liis jiroinise to accept the Great Seal, when he was 
made Chief Justice of the Common Pleas; he said, Upon 
tlie duty of a subject to obey the commands of the Sovereign 
us to accepting oflico, I have some notions that, I believe, 
are much out of hishion; ” and he declared, With respect 
to the Chancellorship, I was indebted for that office to the 
King himself, and not, as some supposed, to Mr. Addington, 
and as sonic of j\Ir. Addington’s friends supposed.” But, if 
Avc give entire credit to these representations, they in no 
degree mitigate the censure due to his indirect proceedings ; 
for the duties of his situation were the same, however he * 
obtained it; and no degree of royal lavour could entitle him 
to deceive a colleague Avlur placed implicit conlidcmce in his 
lionoiir. * 

J^ord I^ldoii must, at all events, be allowed to have been a Consum- 
most consummate master of political intrigue ; and, ahvays 
2>crsuading himself that his objects Avere laudable, he gaiiuid trijruer <lis- 
them Avithoiit any unnecessary artifices. On this occasion, 
although thwarting the royal Avishes, he contrived to persuade 


* “ However the debilitated ener^ii*s of tlie country might demand that some 
hange sliould be wrought suddenly, liowever the tottering mind of the King 
miglit re([uire that the change sliould he wrought quietly, still it would liave 
Ijeeii more analogous to the orrlinarv principles and common conduct of gentle- 
nen if lie liad himself retired from the Minislry when he considered it too weak 
o serve the country eflieiently, before he entered into a secret negotiation, which 
might end, as it diil end, in its suliversion.” — fF. E. Snrta'n, p. 108. 

From my admiration of Mr. Pitt’s character ami early career, I ain.roneerned 
to find that he is so deeply implicated in Lord Eldon’s treachery to Mr. 
Addington. — C. 

VOL. VII. 


X 
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the King that he lived but to obey him, and when Mr. 
Addington had by his means been violently torn from the 
King’s embrace, his Majesty was more than ever delighted 
with the Chancellor. At the end of the first week of the new 
regime^.tYm^ wrote the delighted and deluded Sovereign: — 

“ Queen’s Palace, May 18tli, 1S04, 5 m. pt. 10, a.m. 

The King having signed the Commission for giving his Royal 
Assent, returns it to his excellent Lord Chancellor, whose conduct 
he most thoroughly approves. ITis Majesty feels the ditriculties 
lie has liad, botli political, and personally to tln^ King *; but the up- 
rightniiss of Lord Eldon’s mind, and his attai^liinent to tlie King, 
have borne him with credit and honour, and (what the King knows 
will not be without its due wiught) with the*, approbation of his So- 
vereign, through an unpleasant labyi'intli.” 

Comniissions continued to be signed by the King for pass- 
ing bills, and all other acts of state were done in his name, 
in the ordinary (ioursc of business ; but the following two 
letters show that the Chancellor still acted on his distinction 
between his Majesty’s natural and political cajiacity : — 

The Duke of York to Lord Eldon, 

Horse fJii.'irds, M.'jy ‘i.'jth, 1804. 

“ My dear Loud, 

“ Having missed tlie pleasure of seeing your J^ordship to-day as 
I had inteiiderl, 1 trust that you will excuse my troubling you with 
this letter, to put you in mind of the iieeessity of speakhig as early 
as possibh; to his Majesty upon the pro])riely ol‘ the Queen’s kce{)- 
iug his birthday at »St. fJamf‘.s's ; as, if it is not announe.ed in the 
Gazette to-morrow night, ]>ersons who mean to appear at the 
drawing-room will not have time to i)repare their dresses. 1 am 
afraid, from what I hav<* heard, that things were net comfortable 
at the (ineen’s house this morning, and wish that you would in- 
(piire of Sir Francis IMillman and Dr. Simnioiids before yon go in 
to the King, as he seems to dwell mueh upon the illegality of his 
conlinement, and is not aware of the dreadful cousecpuinces which 
may attend him if any unfortunate eircuinstance can be brought 
forward in Parliament. “Relieve me ever, 

“ My <l(‘ar Lord, 

“Yours most sincerely, 

“ Fredekick.” 


* Siv, 
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“ Bromley Hall, Siiturday evening, May 26th, 1804. ^ 1804. 

“ JMy dkau Lord, 

“ As I was leaving town tliis evening I learned (in a Avay on 
wliieli I can (nitirely depend) some circinnstances of’ a conversation 
in one of’ llie audiences on 'i'lnirsday, wdiich seem very alarming. 

The topics treated of W(ire such, as did not at all arise out of any 
view (right or wrong) of tlie actual state of things, but referred to 
plans of foreign politics, that could only be creatures of an imagi- 
nation heated and disordered. This part of the discourse, how- 
ever, thougli comiuonced willi great eagerness, was not long dwelt 
on, and in the rennainder, tluu’c was nothing in substance wrong. 

This information has been given nn*, as you may imagim*, in strict 
confi(lenci‘ ; but 1 desired and received [)crnussio)i to communicate 
it to you, and to mention it to Dr. S. I w'ill tell you the name of 
my informant when I S('c you, and you will j)robably not find it 
diflicult to guess liini in th<? imam lime. There is nothing very 
mat(;rial to be known as to the particulars (as far as it strikes me), 
excej)t that they related to jdans, political and military, about the 
Netlundaiids. I mention thus much now, because it may enable you 
to hairn from Dr. S. whether any tiling has befor(‘ passi‘(l on this 
point. I w'ouhl liav(; endi‘a\dure<l to sei^ you in town to-inorrow 
morning, but I understand you will be sitting out early to Wind- 
sor. On your return, either that evening or iMomlay morning, [ 
shall lie very anxious to sm* you at any hour that suits you best, 
and w-ill beg you to send to Downing Street to let me know. 

Kver, my dear Lord, 

Sincerely yours, 

u 1»,T T.” 

Even 80 late as the IlOth of .rune, the King wrote :i letter Kings rc- 
to the Chancellor — in which, after lamenting tliat hnsincss 
in IVirliamcnt had hcen protracted to so late a jieriodofthc 
session, he says, Ihit, In truth, [lart of this must inevitably 
be laid this year to the iloor of the King’s long, tedious, and 
ncocr’-endhaj confinement, which has thrown much per- 
jilcxlty in every (juarter, hut which he is resolved, wdth 
the firotcctioii ol’ Divine Ih’ovidcnce, carefully to avoid in 
future.” The determination to avoid “ confiiiemeni*’ in fu-. 
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ture, rather seems to indicate a present necessity for it. 
However, liis Majesty’s health soon after rallied greatly, and 
till his attack in the year 1810, when he was permanently 
disabled from perftjrming any of the functions of royalty, he 
displayed the same acuteness and vigour of intellect, as well 
as mental activity, which had formerly distinguished him — 
ever devoted to what he considered his duty — but ever re- 
taining tlio prejudices of education which led to the mis- 
fortunes of his reign. 

During the remainder of Mr. Pitt’s life, Lord Eldon was 
not very conspicuous in politics. I do not think he was at 
all consulted about foreign aft’airs, and lie is not answerable 
for tlu^ new continental coalition against France, which 
ended in the capitulation of IJlin, and the battle of Aus- 
tcrlitz. Tie toe)k some ]>art in tlie ])roccedings of the House 
of Lords, but these were nejt very imj)ortant, as the Wliig 
leaders had in a groat measure seceded from PtuTiament. 
He ineffectually o|)|)oscd the bill Ibi* dlsfrancliising Ayles- 
bury, and giving the right of election to the adjoining 
hundreds*,— he succeeded iii throwing out the bill for the 
abolition of the slave trade f, — and he stnvnuoiisly opposed all 
relaxation of the law of imprisoiimcnt for dcl>t, which in its 
then state he contmided was essentially necessary for our 
prosperity as a commercial nation. J 

''.riie question of Catholic Emancipallon being started, on 
a petition from the Jvomaii CathoIi(?s of Ireland, he made a 
long s|)eecli against it — ^ bringing forward very boldly the 
religious i)rine/iples to which he ever after most steadily 
adhered. He maintained that whatever was required by 
toleration had already been coneeded to the lioman Catho- 
lics, and that their numbers should he disregarded, the le‘ds- 
laturc looking only to the reasunablen(‘ss of their demands, 
lie argued that the Ivonuin Catholics of Ireland were 
highly favoured, as they had a greater latitude in the form 
of their oath of allegiance than was allowed to the Pro- 
testant Dissenters of England 5 for the Irish lioman Ca- 
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tliollcs were required only to swear allegiance to the King 
and his family, whereas the form of the English oath was, to 
the King and his family, heinff Protestants. The British 
constitution, he contended, was not based upon the principles 
of equal rights to all men indiscriminately, but of equal rights 
to all men conforming to, and complying with, the tests which 
that constitution required for its security.* By such argu- 
ments he carried with him a majority of 178 against 49. f 
Lord Eldon was employed during the summer and autumn 
of 1804 find the spring of 1805, in a very difficult negotiation 
between the King and the Prince of Wales, who had long 
been at open enmity with each otlier. The sj)irit in which it 
"was begun by his Majesty, may be discovered from a note to 
the Chancellor, In which he says, — Undoubtedly the Prince 
of Wales’s making the offer of having the dear little Charlotte’s 
education and princijdes attended to, is the best earnest lu^ 
can give of returning to a sense of what he owes to his fatlua* 
and indeed to his country, and may to a degree mollify the 
feelings of an injured father; but it will recpiire some re- 
flection before the King can answer how soon he cjin bring 
himself to receive the publisher of his letters.” J The Chan- 
cellor prevailed upon the King to agree to an interview, but 
afterw^ards received a note from him, annexing this ])roviso 
that — ‘^110 exjdanatiou or excuses should be attempted by the 
Prince of AValcs, but that it should merely be a visit of ci- 
vility, as any retrospect woukhoblige the King to utter truths 
which, instead of healing, must widen the breach.” § The 
Prince agreed to these terms, ))ut before the a])p()Inted time 
arrived, became highly wounded by discovering wdiat he con- 
sidered undue pai’tiality in favour of the Princess of Wales. 
His Majesty had Avritten another note to the Chancellor 
containing the following cxj)rcssions respecting her Boyal 
Highness: — In the interview he had yesterday, at Kew 
with the l^rincess, her whole conduct and language gave the 
greatest satisfaction. kSIic will entirely be guided by the 
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King, who has directed her to state whatever slie pleases to 
the Lord Chancellor as the person alone to be trusted by her 
in any difficult occasions that may arise. She is deserving of 
every attention, and therefore strongly recommended by the 
King to his Lord Chancellor.” The Chancellor in consequence 
having spoken favourably of the Princess to the Prince, his 
Royal Highness positively refused to meet the? King, and de- 
sired that the Chancellor would carry a' message from him to 
his Majesty to that effect. TIic Chancellor, venturing on ex- 
postulation, the Prince replied: — “ Sir, who gave yon autho- 
rity to advise me ?” — Lord Chancellor. I express very sincere 
regret that I have offended your Royal Highness by doing so, 
but then, Sir, 1 am his Majesty’s Chancellor, and it Is forme 
to judge what messages I ought to take to his Majesty ; your 
Royal Highness must send some other messengen* with that 
communication; 1 will not take it.” Ft was agreed that the 
Chancellor should write to the King to put olf tlic interview 
on the ground of the Prince being much indisposed, as we 
find by the following note from his Majesty to his Chan- 
cellor : — 

** Kew, Aujf. 1S04, 10 m. p;ist one, i'.m. 

“ The King, soon aftca* his arrival lien‘ with th(i (JiHiCii arul his 
daughters, found tli(5 Dukes of Kent and (^nnhridgo, since whicli, 
tlic Lord Chanc-cilor’s letter lias btnai brought by a servant of the 
IVince of AVales. 'Hie King authoris(‘s the J.ord C’hani^ellor td 
express to tlu* Prince of \Vah*.s his sorrow at his beinj^ unwell ; 
that in consequence of this, his Majesty will postpone his interview 
with the Prince of W ah*s, until hi.'^ return from Weymouth ; and 
then, as was now intended, it will be in preseiicci of his family at 
Kew, of whicli the Lord Chancellor will b(* empowered to give duo 
notice to the Prince of W ales. 

“ George R.” 

After the King’s return from Weymouth, an interview did 
take place between him and the Prince, which his Majesty 
declared Avas every w'ay decent, as both parties avoided any 
subjects but those of the most trifling kind.” And after a 
long and tedious negotiation, the Chancellor succeeded in 
bVinging about jin arrangement wliereliy the care of the 
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Princess Charlotte was transferred to the King, although his CHAP. 

^ ^ f^Xf’VTTT 

Majesty and the Prince of AValcs still continued in a state of 
irreconcilable hostility,* ^ „ igQ 5 

Ijord Kldon had a difficult part to play during those alter- Fracas bc- 
cations; but althoiigli naturally unwilling to make an enemy 
of the Heir Ap[)arent, he seems to have conducted himself the Prince 
with becoming spirit, if not always with the best tact. In ^'^**1‘'*'** 
Lord Malmesbury’s Diary we have the following account of 
a fracas between him and the Prince, whicli must have hap- 
])ened soon after, l^ord Eldon said to the Prince, The 
Princess hoped her dignity and comfort would be attended 
to.” PrincG. “ I am not the sort of person to let my hair 
grow under my wig to please my wife.” Lord Eldon [res|)cct- 
fiilly but firmly]. Yoiu Iloyal Highness condescends to 
become personal. I beg leave, to withdraw.” Ho accord- 
ingly bowed very low, and retired. The Prince, alarmed at 
this, could find no other way of extricating himself than by 
causing a note to be written the next day to Lord Eldon, to 
say that the phrase he made use of was nothing personal, 
but simplj'^a proverb — a proverbial way of saying a man was 
governed hg his wifc\^ Lord Malmesbury adds, Very absurd 
of Lord Eldon, but explained by his having literally tlone 
what the Prince said.”t It was then little expected that 
George IV. would call l^ord Kldon his Chancellor, and ad- 
dress him by the familiar and laidearing soubriquet of Old 

In the midst of these distressing disputes in the lioyal Exemplary 
Family, to which it Avill be. my painful duty cni long to re- ivince^ 
turn, it is refreshing to find the following letter to the Chan- ward, 
cellor from another son of the King, who seems uniformly to 
have conducted himself with projwiety in all the relations of 
public and domestic life : — 

* “Tile I’riiice declared a statement that he would not see the Chancellor to 
he *a strange fahrication of the King;’ while the King declared that ‘fair 
dealing was the honourable line to combat misapprehension, chicane, and un- 
truth and thus concluded his last missive on tlie .subject: ‘ The Lord Chaii- 
cellor is desired to take a cojiy for the King of this returned iiajicr of instructions, 
and prepare the ])apcr to he transmitted to the Prince of Wales, who certainly 
means further ehicane.^" — Z^ord Malniesh,^ lOlh March, I80o. 

•f Vol. iv. ‘2‘ja. 
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Tlie Duke of Kent to Lord Eldon, 

“ Saturday morning, Feb. yth, 1 S05. 

Kensington Palace. 

“ My dear Loud, 

“ Fearful lest your Lordship should, in the multiplicity of busi- 
ness, in which your time is so much engaged, forget what I did 
myself the pleasure of saying to you (ndativc to iny attendance 
in Parliament) on the day when the session was opened, and from 
that cause, tliat T may at any time be absent, when my presence 
would have been wishcid for by his Majesty’s Government, I now 
do myself the pleasure to address you these liiu's, in order to 
repeat my readiness to attend in the House of Peers, whenever 
your Lordship is so good as to send me tlie slightest direct inti- 
mation that my .appearance is wished lor. In doing this, I am 
anxious your Lordship slioiild understand, tliat I am actuated by 
that principle I have ever professtid, of sup])orting the King’s 
Government, and never taking any part in political disputes, for 
which 1 liavc the utmost abhorrence, and imiced am Jess fit tJian 
any otlier member of the House, Jiaving never giv(jn my attention 
to any other pursuit but that of my own profession. The Kimj is 
my object : to stand by him at all times, my first duty and my in- 
clination ; and I tliink I cannot prove this more strongly, tlian by 
pledging myself, :is I did wlien lirst I r(jceiv(‘d jiiy [)eerage spon- 
taneously^ always to support his servants, where my feeble voice 
could be of use. I have ever acted uj) to this jn-ofession, and 1 
ever will; but it is not my system to altend Parliament otherwise; 
tlierefore, I solicit to be informed by your Lordship, T am 
wanted, that 1 may not (hen be absent. Having said this, I now 
beg leave to add, that, as the King remains at Windsor till I'lics- 
day the 19th instant, it is my wish to be a couple of days with him 
in that time, and I therefore am .anxious to l(*arii from your 
Lordship if 1 shall be wanted in the course of tiic next week, and 
on tohat days, so as not to be from here on such as you shall 
name. 

“ With a thousand apologies for this intrusion, and sentiments of 
the highest regard and esteeiii, 1 remain, 

“ My dear Lord, ever yours, 

“Most faithfully a»ul sincerely, 

“ Edward.” 


Towards the close of this session of Parli.auient, the 
Ministry was in a very niiprosperons condition. Tlie strength 
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which it had gained by Mr. Addington being prevailed upon 
to forget his wrongs, and to accept a peerage and a scat in 
the Cabinet, w'as more than counterbalanced by the vote of 
the House of Commons against Lord Melville, in conse- 
quence of which that minister was dismissed from office, and 
his name was struck out of the Privy Council. Lord Eldon 
had now the prospect of presiding ia the House of Lords on 
the trial of his former colleague ; but prior to his resignation 
of the Great Seal the preliminary arrangements had not been 
completed; and he was only called njum to give his opinion 
respecting the Bill for indemnifying the witnesses, when he 
very properly laid down, that “ liability to a civil action was 
no sufficient reason for a refusal to answer a question,” and 
the indemnity was confined to criminal proceedings.'*^ At 
last, to the great relief of the Government, Ijord Eldon, 
under a commission from the King, jironounccd the jiroro- 
gation. 

Before Parliament met again, death had committed ravages 
which deeply affected him, both in domestic life and as a 
public character. He had the heavy misfortune to lose his 
eldest son, to whom he was tenderly attached as his first- 
born, and, for ten years, his only child, — who, about a year 
before, had been married to an amiable young lady, now in 
an advanced state of pregnancy, • — and who, thougli not of 
brilliant talents, had ever been most excm])lary in his conduct, 
so that Pope’s lines on the son of Lord Chancellor Ilarcourt 
might well have been applied to him : — 

“ Who iio’cr knew joy but friendship rni»r]it divide, 

Or gave his father grief but when he died.” 


I am afraid that Lord Eldon not iinfrequently j)rctcMded 
to deep sensibility when his heart was unmoved ; but the 
following letter, written by him to Sir William, speaks the 
genuine language of nature, and touchingly shows tlie anguish 
of a bereaved parent : — 


“(December 24th.) 

“ My ever DEAlt Buotiieic, 

“ With a broken heart I inform yon that, hefore I Imd written 
^ the last paragraph of the letter I sent by this day’s j>osf, my poor. 
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dear, dear John was no more. I am so distressed, and all around 
me is such a scene of distraction and misery, that I know not 
what to do. May God Almighty preserve you and yours from 
what we suffer ! His mother is living in my arms out of one 
hysteric into another, and his poor widow is in a state which can 
neither be conceived nor described. For myself, I am your ever 
ever affectionate, but ever ever unhappy brother, 

“ Eldon.” 

Sir William hurried to the house of mourning, and wrote 
to his daughter an affecting account of what he beheld : 
“ Her (Lady Eldon’s) grief is still as wild and passionate as 
ever, without the least abatement. She takes hardly any 
sustenance, and is falling away in such a degree, that I 
should not be surprised at any consequences that were to 
follow from the decay of her strength. It is impossible 
to describe the degree in whicli my brother is worn down 
by the constant attentions he is obliged to pay to her. She 
will hardly suffer him to be out of the room, and, during the 
whole time he is there, lie ie a witness to the indulgence 
of such sorrow, as it is quite impossible for any man to stand, 
lie is much affected in his health.” 

Lord Eldon met with syirqiathy on tliis melancholy occa- 
sion, and he received letters of condolence from Mr. Wilber- 
force. Lord Ellcnborough, and many other friends. Even 
Mr. l*itt, although struck by the illness which proved fatal 
to him, and still more depressed by the fatal result of his 
measures for humbling the power of Napoleon, thus wrote 
to Sir William Scott : — 

“ bath, Dec. 27tli, 1805. 

“My dear Sir, 

“ It is with great regret I break in upon you in the moment 
of a calamity in which you so nearly participate; but I feel too 
deeply for the loss which the Chancellor and all his family have 
sustained, not to be anxious to iiujuirc how he and they support 
themselves under this heavy aflliction. I know liow vain every 
topic of consolation must be in the first impression of so much just 
sorrow, but I trust he will gradually iind the relief, wdiich even 
tlie sympatiiy and affection of his friends cannot administer, in the * 
resignation and fortitude of his own mind. You will, I am sure, 
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pardon my giving you this trouble, and will oblige me much 
by any account you can give me. I much wish he may be in- 
duced to try for a time tlie benefit of change of scene, and of a 
place of quiet. 

“ Believe me, my dear Sir, 

“ With great truth and regard, 

Most faithfully and sincerely yours, 

“ W. Pitt.” 
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Lord Eldon was necessarily recalled to the discharge of his a.h. 1806. 
public duties by the very embarrassed state of public affairs, 
Parliament was to meet on the 21st of January, and when 
that day approached, Mr. Pitt, broken-hearted, having re- 
turned from Bath to his house at Putney, was known to be 
dying. In the midst of the deepest gloom, the session was 
opened by a speech Avhich Lord Eldon delivered to the two 
Houses as Lord Commissioner, and a generous forbearance was 
exhibited by the Opposition. On the 2.'lrd of January, the 
proud spirit of tlie Premier took its flight to another sphere 
of existence ; and there really seems to have been more soli- 
citude to do honour to his memory by voting a public funeral 
for his remains, and money to pay his debts, than to struggle 
for the power whicli was in abeyance. All parties were now 
disposed to look upon him as a noble-hearted Englishman, 
who had ever been the chainpion of his country ; and while 
the partialities of many dwelt upon liis efforts against French 
conquest and French principles, others remeinbered his early 
struggle in the cause of reform, and truly asserting that he 
had always been true to the principles of free-trade, and that 
if not thwarted by bigotry 'lie would have united Ireland to 
England by the indissoluble bond of affection, they palliated 
his encroachments on the constitution, and the persecution of 
his old associates, by the pressure to which lie was subjected, 
and the unknown dangers arising out of the great revolu- 
tionary movement then in operation over the world. 

But a ministry must be speedily formed. I do not find Formation 
that at this crisis Lord Eldon at all moved In any intrigue to c;<!ve'rii- 
patch up a Tory Government, or to exclude Mr. Fox. *«cnt. 
Either unnerved by domestic sorrow, or submitting quietly to doii at^*' 
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wliat appeared to be an inevitable misfortune, he seems pas- 
sively to have looked on while Mr. Fox and Lord Grenville 
were forming tlieir arrangements, and to have made no 
attempt to retain the Great Seal. 

On the 3d of February he announced his resignation, and 
said that he should not sit in the Court of Chancery after 
tlic following day. In rising to quit the chair on the 4th, 
he thus, in a tremulous voice and with real emotion, addressed 
the Bar : — 

“Before I take leave of this Court, I wish to address a few 
words to you, gentlemen, expressive of the feelings I entertain 
for the respectful attention I have on all occasions experienced 
from you. I had doubted whether the more dignified manner of 
parting would not be simply to make my how to you, and retire ; 
but observing that I have been represented, yesterday and the day 
before, to have addressed you on the subject, I shall not resist the 
impulse I feel to say a few words. I quit the office I hold without 
one painful refiectioii. Called to it by authority of those whom it 
was my duty to obey, I liavc exeemted it, not well, but to the 
extent of my liumhlc abilities, and the time which I have been 
able to devote to it ; and I enjoy tlic grateful feeling that there is 
no suitor of this Court who can say I have not executed it eon- 
scientiously. There is yet, Jiowcver, one painful emotion by 
which I am assailed — it is tlic taking leave of you. Jn retiring 
into private life, T am upheld by the hope that I shall carry with 
me the continued esteem of a ])role‘ssiou, for whi(?h I feel an 
attachment that will descend with me to th(^ grave. For the great 
attention, r(\speet, and kindness I hav(; always received from y<m, 
accept, gentlemen, my sineerest thanks, a(H*ompanied by iny best 
wishes for your long-continued health and happiness, and uninter- 
rupted prosperity.” 

In the evening of the same day he thus wrote to his 
wife, sliowing the higli sclf-comphieciicy which stuck by hiiu 
to his last hour. 

“ 1)k\k Bkssy, 

“ 1 took leave of the Court of Chancery this morning : I don’t 
mean to go to the Woolsack in the House of Lords to-morrow, or 
any more^ I am to resign the Seal at two o’clock on Friday.” 



LIFE OF LORD ELDON- 


189 


‘‘I cannot describe my own situation in point of health 

and feeling otherwise than as excellent, — as that, which a man has a 
right to possess, who, having done his duty to God, his King, and 
to every individual upon earth, according to the best of his judg- 
ment, has a right to support himself under heavy afflictions by the 
consciousness of proud and dignified integrity.” 

The transfer of the Great Seal took place at the Queen’s 
house on the 7th of February. In a narrative which he wrote 
at the time, he merely said, “ When his JMaJesty took tlie Seal 
from my hands his Majesty’s demeanour and assurances were 
in air respects satisfactory to me.” But ho afterwards stated 
in his old age : “ The King appeared for a few moments to 
occupy himself with otlicr things : looking up suddenly, lie 
exclaimed, ^ Lay them down on tlic sofa, for I cannot and I 
will not take them from you. Yet I admit you can’t stay 
when all the I’cst have run away.’ ” 

The Ex-Chancellor certainly carried with him the respect 
of the Bar and of the public. For five years he had j)rcsided 
in the Court of Chancery with consummate ability. In spite 
of the doubts and delays by wdiich his usefulness was so 
much marred, the business of the Court Ijad been transacted 
very satisfactorily, and there was yet no such accumulation of 
arrears as called forth the complaints which disturbed Iiis 
second Chancellorship, The appeals in tlie House of Lords he 
had with hardly any assistance decided in a juanner which 
pleased the English — and the Scotch still more. 

He gained popularity by jmffing himself (which he was 
never slow to do upon any su!)ject) res|)ccting the reform he 
introduced in considering fhe Bccordcr’s Beport of ])risoners 
capitally convicted at the Old Bailey. “ Tl\o first time I 
attended,” he said, was exceedingly shocked at the careless 
manner in which the business was conducted. We were called 
upon to divide on sentences affecting no less than the lives of 
men, and yet there Avas nothing before us to enable us to judge 
whether there had or had not been any extraordinary circum- 
stances ; it wjis merely a recapitulation of the judge’s opinion 
and the sentence. I resolved that I never would attend 
another report without having read and duly considered the 
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REIGN OP GEORGE III. 

whole of the evidence cf each case ; and I never did. It was 
a considerable labour in addition to my other duties, but it 
is a comfort to reflect that I did so, and that in consequence 
I saved the lives of several individuals.” We know on un- 
doubted authority that he did take great pains with this 
department of his duty, but he surely very unjustly disparages 
his predecessors and his colleagues, and there is no reason to 
suppose that such men as Lord Kenyon and Lord Ellcn- 
borough could be so grossly negligent and reckless as he 
describes them. 

Erskinc was now Chancellor. All the Talents ” were in 
their palmy state, and the old Tory ])arty, which was soon 
to recover power and to retain it many years, seemed ex- 
tinguished. Lord Eldon did not, by any meiins, relish his 
position. He had a pension of 4000/. a year, under the 
recent act of Parliament but this was a poor consolation 
to him for the loss of the profits of the Great Seal, and he 
thought to himself tliat if he had continued at the bar he 
should have been in possession of a rnucli larger income. 


* Geo. c. 110. 
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CONTINUATION OF THE LIFE OF LOED ELDON TILL HE WAS 
UESTOUED TO THE WOOLSACK. 

I COULD have Wished to relate that our Ex-ChanccIlor now 
eagerly resumed his classical studies, and tric'd to discover 
what liad been going on during the last thirty years In the 
literary world, — but he spent his time in poring over the 
newspapers and gossijiing with attorneys — in whose society 
lie ever took great delight. ‘‘ The form of the Ex-Chanccl- 
lor Avas then often seen to haunt the Inns of Court, the 
scenes of his departed glory; and often Avould he drop in 
to the Chambers of his old friends ; and in the enjoyment of 
his pleasing conversation, make others as idle as himsell?’ * 
He says that he nmv again read ovcr*^‘ Coke upon Littleton; ” 
but he certainly did nothing more, Avliile he remained out of 
office, to enlarge his mind or to improve his taste. He found 
no pleasure in leisure, even for a little month, and he was 
more and more eager for his return to office. At first he 
was sanguine, — fi-oin the King’s known dislike to Mr. Fox; 
but he Avas dreadfully alarmed by rc[)orts Avhicli from time to 
time reached him, that the new foreign secretary Avas rapidly 
doing aAvay with the prejudices against him in the royal 
bosom, and Avas likely to become a favourite at Court. 

He did not sj)eak often in Parliament from the Ojjpositlon 
bench; but he censured the appointment of Lord Ellcn- 
horough to a scat in the Cabinet Avhile at the head of the 
criminal Iuav. AVith mildness of manner and ajipareiit can- 
dour, ^^that such an arrangement Avas not iliegaJ, lie ad- 
mitted : and he would not say that it Avas unconstitutional ; 
but he thought it inexpedient, because it tended to excite a 
suspicion of political partiality in the administration of justice. 
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It was observable that Lord Mansfield, whose case formed 
the solitary precedent, had become extremely unpopular 
after his entrance into the councils of the Government ; and 
the jealousy which then arose in the minds of the people, 
however ill-founded, had been sufficient to weaken the con- 
fidence wliigji ought ever to be reposed in a judge. Lord 
Eldon declared himself persuaded that a tenure of a seat in 
tlie Cabinet would not in the slightest degree affect the 
purity of Lord Kllcnborough’s judicial administration; but 
he thought, that, for the satisfaction of the country at large, 
it was undesirable to have the Lord Chief J iistice in such a 
j)osition; and lie trusted that, on reflection, the Learned 
Lord himself would not wish to retain it. It would not be 
proper tliat the same individual should act, first as a Minister 
to institute prosecutions for treason and sedition, and after- 
wards as the judge to preside at the trials. A Lord Chief 
Justice, it was true, might, in such cases, al)sent himself 
from the Council, or delegate the trial at law to some other 
judge ; but in either of tficse cases he abandoned some duty 
appertaining to one of his two appointments. There might 
occur ])rosecutlous, not for offences affecting the general 
foundations of government, but for mere libels on the party 
in office ; and the ])crson accused, in any such case, would 
never be satisfied of the fairness of his trial, if the presiding 
judge were a member of the Cabinet directing the prosecution. 
Lord Eldon added, that he had himself been connected with 
Lord Ellenborough, for nearly thirty years, by the sinccrest 
friendship : and even if he could suppose that this personal 
regard could be at all weakened l>y any thing which he had 
then said, still he felt himself so strongly impelled by a sense 
of duty, that he could not refrain from exjircssing his opinion, 
lie concluded by a suggestion that the best way of disposing 
of the matter would be to leave it to the consideration of 
Lord Ellenborough liiinself ; and he was convinced tkat his 
noble friend would arrive at that result which would be 
satisfactory to the feelings of the public as well as to his 
own. • 


♦ 6 Pari. Deb. 263. 
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During the trial of Lord M elville’s impeachment Lord Eldon 
did not take an active part in examining the witnesses, or ar- 
guing questions of evidence. Lord Chancellor Erskine here 
having a decided advantage over him. When it came to the 
verdict, he said not guilty on all the charges, although on 
one or two of them he was in a narrow majority. 

The session having passed off prosperously for the new 
Government, the hopes of the Opposition were revived by Ct,„steriia 
the death of Mr. Fox ; but the Whigs all rallied under Lord tion amon*? 
Grenville, and it seemed as if the King himself had gone over 
to them, for he consented to a dissolution of Parliament for King’s 
the purpose of giving them strength. Although the existing Jo JiisTOlve 
House of Commons had been very quiescent, it was known to tiie Parlia- 
be of good Tory materials, and ready on the first opportunity 
to stand up for the restoration of Tory rule. The Tory leaders 
had not dreamed that the King, who had so reluctantly parted 
with them, would consent to Parliament being prematurely 
disbanded. It was only four years old, and since the passing 
of the Septennial Act, nearly a century ago, — with the ex- 
ception of the precedent set by Mr. Pitt in 1784 — consi- 
dered necessary from the difference between the two Houses, 
and the rebellion of the House of Commons against the King 
and the people, — there had not been an instance of a dissolu- 
tion till the Parliamont had completed its sixth session. 

In the whole history of Lord Eldon’s life there is nothing Lord El- 
more extraordinary than the effect which the news of this against'^^ 
measure produced upon him. Xot only did he suspect that Majesty. 
Canning and many Pittites were going over, but he thought 
and wrote most unkindly, atid I must say most disrespect- 
fully and irreverently, of his “dear old master, George HI.,” 
who, while favouring him, had been, and again became, the 
God of his idolatry. Thus he pours out his indignation to his 
brother. Sir William Scott : — 


“ I am not in the least surprised at wliat you say about C. I 
have for some time thought that much les.s than a dissolution 
would serve him as a cause of separation, and I suspect that Lord 
G. has known him so well as by flattering his vanity on the one 
hand, by making him the person of consequence to be talked withy 
TOL. VII. O 
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and alarming that vanity on the other, by disclaiming intercourse 
through any body with the Pittites as a body, to make him the in- 
strument of sliaking, among the Pittites, that mutual confidence 
which was essential to give them weight, and thus to keep them in 
the state of a rope of sand till a dissolution, when he won’t care 
one fig for them all put together. The King’s conduct does not 
astonish me, though I think it has destroyed him. His language 
to me led me to hope better things ; and, in charity, I would sup- 
pose from it, that his heart does not go with his act. But his 
years, his want of sight, the domestic falsehood and treacliery which 
surround him, and some feeling (just enough, I think) of resent- 
ment at our having deserted him on Mr. Pitt's death, and^ as to 
myself particularly^ the uneasiness^ which, in his mind, the presence 
of a person who attended him in two fits of insanity excites, have 
conspired to make him do an act unjust to himself. I consider it 
a fatal and final blow to the hopes of many, who have every good 
wish of mine. As to myself personally, looking at matters on all 
sides, I think tlic Chancellorship would never revert to me, even if 
tilings had taken another turn, and it is not on my own account I 
lament the turn they have taken. As to any other office, I could 
have no motive, on my own account, to wish for any, and, with a 
disposition to co-operate for the good of others who have public ob- 
jects, I have only to pray God to continue to me, if it be His plea- 
sure, the otlier sources of liappiness of a private kind. I have Imd 
a letter from Lord Kedesdale, also very dismal, and, in its contents 
about the Prince, like yours. The Duke of Ciinibcrland sent me a 
military express to inform me of the dissolution. 

Ever yours affectionately, 

“ Eldon.” 

Can any one who reads this letter doubt that, if the Whig 
Government had stood, George III. steadily sujiporting it, 
— Lord Eldon would, ere long, have personally assailed him, 
and if his “ dear old mUster ” had been reduced to the same 
situation in wliich he wjis in 1801 and 1804, would have 
denied his capacity to govern ? 

The Ex-Chancellor had about the same time, probably in 
more guarded language, unburdened Ids mind in a letter to 
the Duke of Portland. Fortunately, his Grace’s answer is 
preserved. 

, “ Bulstrodc, Nov. 24th, 1808. 

I will add little to the length of this letter, except to contradict 
the rumours you have heard of any intimation having been made 
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to me, either directly or indirectly, of S. M/s sentiments upon any 
political subject whatever. H. M. was pleased to come to this 
place on the Saturday before the dissolution of Parliament, accom« 
panied only by the Queen and Princesses, and the Dukes of York 
and Cambridge ; but not a syllable, or even allusion, to the present 
state of things, or to the event then^mpending, (with which, how- 
ever, I have some reason to think he was at that time unac- 
quainted,) except, if it can bear such an interpretation, his repeat- 
edly, for three or four times, expressing his i*egret at having a 
good memory, and lamenting it as a serious misfortune. Believe 
me, my dearest Lord, nothing can relieve my mind so much as un- 
burthening it to you in the present crisis. The friendship I have 
for so many years experienced for you, teaches me to believe that 
I cannot use any argument so likely to induce you to gratify my 
UHshes. I therefore conclude, witli the most cordial assurances of 
regard and attachment. 

“ Your Lordship’s most faithfully ever, 

POUTLAND.” 


CHAP. 

CXCIX. 


A o. 1306. 


The elections went strongly in favqur of the Whigs, and 
Lord Eldon really was in despair. Yet he judged it good 
policy that he should not appear dejected, and that active 
preparations should be made for opposing the Government. 

In a long letter to Lord Melville, he says : — 

“ I had also, for twelve months past, observed, not without grief, Lord Eldon 
that all my cxliortations to plan, to union, to system, had been 
thrown away upon every body here. If tliey had not, I think I should the conduct 
at this moment have seen a very dilFcrent state of things. I certainly the Tory 
did express strongly, at the Priory, iny fears that the opinion cx- ^PP*^^*^***"' 
pressed by your Lordship (to which so much respect would be 
paid because it was due to it)' upon this measure, would greatly 
augment the panic that existed, whilst it did not appear to me that 
it could do any good. Upon the matter of fact (what this dissolu- 
tion does prove as to the mind or intention of any body concerned 
in it) we may live to converse together*; but whatever my belief 
of the actual mind and intention of any person concerned in it may 
be, though you know I am no politician, I should be deservedly 
thought an idiot, if I did not feel with what universality it will be 
deemed to import that mind and intention which you think it im- 


* A very cautious but significant allusion to the King. 
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poiiis, and how impossible it is to give height, generally, to any 
grounds of belief to the contrary, unless they are furnished by acts 
or declarations, for which it cannot be reasonable to look. That 
mischief, great mischief, has been done, let the truth of the case be 
what it may be, cannot be doubted. My poor opinion is, that it 
will be augmented, and unnecessarily, if we act upon the supposi- 
tion tliat it will not bear dispute what the truth of the case is.”* 

But Lord Eldon placed all his hopes upon a scheme whicli 
had been actively going on for some months, but which, 
being confined to a small junto, he did not venture to state or 
hint at to Lord Melville, who probably would have strongly 
condemned it. 

The Prince of Wales having laid certain charges, of a very 
serious nature, touching, the honour of his wife, before tl|^ 
Kingf, four members of the Cabinet, Lord Chancellor 
Erskine, Earl Spencer, and the Lords Grenville and Ellen- 
borough, w^erc appointed commissioners to inquire into the 
charges, with Sir Samuel llomilly, the Solicitor General, as 
their secretary. They conducted the proceeding with a great 
anxiety to arrive at the truth, but not very regularly or dis- 
creetly, — for they gave her no notice of what was alleged 
against her, and she had no oj)portunity to contradict or to 
explain the evidence, which placed her conduct in an equi- 
vocal point of view. It likewise turned out that, in tak- 
ing down the examination of the witnesses, they only stated 
the substance of what each was supposed to have sworn — 
not giving the questions as well as the answers — so that 
the exact effect of their testimony could not be accurately 
judged of. t 


• lie afttTwanls goi's on to blame, very severely, Mr. Pitt’s attempts to bring 
in Mr. Fox. Lord Melville wrote him back a very manly answer, in which he 
justifies what Mr. Pitt did ; and having shown that no evil could have arisen if 
tlie King h.'id taken his advice, thus conehides : — ** Compare that state of the 
King and country with the state of both now, and then judge of the wisdom 
and rectitude of Mr. Pitts views ! ” — January, 1807. 

f This investigation originated in the advice of I.ord Thurlow. See Sir 
Samuel Ilomilly’s IMemoirs, ii. 140. 142. 144. — Lord Grenville thought that 
the alleged birth of a child “ would render it impossible to avoid making the 
matter public, and the .siil>ject of a parliamentary proceeding.” 

I See Sir K Koniilly's Memoirs, iii. 92. 
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The unhappy lady, ^ when she heard from rumour of what 
w^as going on against her, applied for advice and assistance to 
the Ex-Chancellor, who was delighted to become her •patron ; 
for Jie thought that he might thereby please the King, who 
he believed secretly favoured her, sdthough his Majesty had 
sanctioned this investigation ; — he was pleased to thwart 
the Prince whom he regarded as a political enemy ; — he ex- 
pected that an opjx)rtunity might arise for censuring the 
conduct of the Ministers and bringing unpopularity upon them 
for their attack upon the persecuted Princess ; — and (let us 
charitably suppose, that, convinced of her innocence,) he had 
something of a disinterested desire to see her righted. * Ac- 
cordingly, a very intimate Intercourse, both by visits and 
letters, was established between him and her Royal Iliglmcss. 

Lord Eldon at that period would often dine with her at 
Dlaclvheath ; and to him she used to assign the seat of 
honour on her right hand. In Germany it had not been the 
custom for gentlemen to help the ladies near them to wine ; 
but each sex filled their own glasses at their option. The 
Princess, however, as Lord Eldon related, used to reverse In 
some sort our old English faslilon in his favour ; for she would 
quietly fill his glass herself, — and so frequently, that he sel- 
dom left her house without feeling that lie liad exceeded the 
limits of discretion. Those indeed who recollect the pro- 
verb, ‘ that though one man may take a horse to the well, ten 
men cannot make him drink,’ will moderate their com- 
miseration for the liard lot of the Ex-Chancellor.” f 

The following arc two of the letters which she addressed 
to him, before she heard of the result of* the “ Delicate 
Investigation.” 
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* It requires a considerable cflTort to make us ascribe to him much of 
good motive in his treatment of Caroline of Brunswick. Although at this 
time he maintained that she w'as the chastest and most injured of her sex, he 
afterwards said, in confidence to Lord Grey, in reference to the charge now 
brought against her, — My opinion is, and alwayn that though she was 
not with child, sue sufposrd hekselp to be with ciumi.'’ — RomiUy*s Mmoira, 
iii. lUl. 

.Siirtee**, p. 116. 



-KEIGN OF GEORGE III. 


198 

CHAP. 

CXCIX. 


A,t». 1806. 
Letter from 
the Prin. 
cew to 
Lord £1- 
don. 


Same to 
same. 


<* Blaekheath, June 24 th, 1806. . 

“ My dear Sir, 

“ I must mention to your Lordship that the two letters from Lady 
Douglas to Mrs. Fitz Gerald, wliich your Lordship saw on the 
occasion, never to enter again to my house, (which would have been 
very great proofs against Lady .Douglas, and show her true cha- 
racter,) hive been taken out of my drawers, in which all the papers 
were, and upon each was written what were the contents of each 
different parcel. Yesterday, to my greatest astonishment, I missed 
that parcel. Every search in the world has been made, in case 
my bad memory had led me to put it in some other place ; but I 
have not succeeded to find them, and am led to believe, that the 
same person, who was able to take a hundred pound note from 
Carlton House, could easily take this parcel, which was so great a 
proof against Lady Douglas’s character. No step has been taken 
by me to find out if he is the guilty one. In case you wish to see 
me, I shall be very happy to receive you to-morrow, or on Tliursday 
morning, at any liour, and I beg to entreat of your Lordship, to 
take it well into consideration, that it is quite impossible for me to 
remain any longer silent upon this subject, in which my honour is 
so much implicated, and which is so much the talk of the public at 
this moment, that I hope your Lordship will take it in the most 
serious light, and to take some steps which will lead to any conclu- 
sion, whatever it may be. My health, as well as my spirits, sufier 
too much to be left any longer in suspense ; and you, who have 
always shown yourself as a sincere friend to me, will feci as I do 
upon this subject. I remain for ever, with the truest sentiments 
of high regard, esteem, and friendship, 

“ Your Lordship’s sincere friend.” 

** Riackheath, July 25th, 1806. 

** The Princess of Wales entreats and desires Lord Eldon to go 
as to-morrow to Windsor, and ask an audience of his Majesty, and 
deliver to his Majesty the enclosed letter. The Princess is under 
very great apprehension, that the report made from the examina- 
tion, to his Majesty, has not been fairly and literally delivered to 
his Majesty. Slie wishes for that reason that Lord Eldon should 
verbally explain, and open his eyes on the unjust and unloyal pro- 
ceedings of his Ministers. The Princess cannot help thinking that 
his Majesty has been led into error, otherwise he would have by 
this time%3hown his usual generosity and justice, by declaring the 
Princess’s innocence. The Princess is quite resigned to her cruel 
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fate, from the period that her honour was in the hands of a pack CHAP; 
of ruffians, and who are only devoted, and slaves, to her most in- CXCIX. 
veterate enemy. The Princess hopes that on Sunday Lord Eldoh — — 
will bo able to give her a satisfactory account of the reception he 
received of his Majesty, and the Princess has been now for seven 
weeks in the most dreadful and tormenting suspense, ^hc Prin- 
cess will be very much obliged if Lord Eldon will do her the favour 
of losing no time for setting off for Windsor and of seeing the 
King. The Princess sends to his Lordship the letter to the King 
for his perusal. If he should wish to alter any part in the letter, 
the Princess desires that Lord Eldon would mark it down and send 
it back ; the Princess would in less tlian an hour send it to him 
again. 

The Princess remains, with the higliest esteem and regard, his 
Lordship’s most sincere friend, 

“ C. P.” 

The Report of the Coinniisslonei’s to tlie King, dated the Report of 
14th of July, 1806, acquitted the Princess of the charge, that 
she had given birth to a child long after her separation from upon the 
her husband, but stated “ that evidence had been laid before all!l[,^srthe 
them of other jjarticulars respecting the conduct of licr Royal Princess. 
Highness, such as must, especially considering her exalted 
rank and station, necessarily give occasion to very unfavoiir- 
5ible interpretations.”* On the llth of August a copy of 
this Report was scut to her by Lord Chancellor Erskiiic, 
with an intimation that she was to be admonished by Ids 
Majesty to be more clrcuins[)eet in her conduct.” Under Lonl She acts 
Eldon’s advice, she several times wrote to tlic King, com- 
plaining of the manner in which tlic proceeding against her vice, 
had been conducted by his Ministers ; solemnly denying the 
levities which tlic Report imputed to her, and praying “ that 
she might again be admitted into the presence of her uncle — 

• Sir S. Romilly says, — “ The result of this cxamiiiition was such as left a 
perfect conviction on my mind, and 1 believe on the minds of the four Lords, 
that the boy in question is the son of Sophia Austin ; that he was born in 
Rrownlow Street Hospital, on the llth of July, 1802; and was taken by the 
Princess into her house on the 15th of November in the same year.” — Afem, 
ii. 144. Yet, although there is no pretence for the notion that “ Billy Austin” 
was the son of the Princess of Wales, or that she was ever in a state of 
pregnancy after the birth of the Princess Charlotte, it is now ascctta/fied that hp 
was of totally different parentage, and born in Germany. 

o 4 
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her father-in-law and her Sovereign — who had ever hitherto 
proved her friend and protector.” ' 

The King, melted by these expressions, and still exas- 
perated against his son, was supposed to be favourably in- 
clined towards her, although, as her conduct had been made 
an affair 0f state, he could not now, against the advice of his 
Ministers, receive her at court, as if free from blame. 

Lord Eldon was prudent enough not to commit his senti- 
ments, on this subject, to writing. The two following are 
the only other letters to him from the Princess which have 
been allowed to see the light : — 

“ Blackhcath, Oct. 13lh, 1806. 

“ The Princess of Wales, with tlie iriost grateful sense, is most 
sincerely obliged to Lord Kldoii for his kind inquiry through Lady 
Slieffield. 

“ Her body as well as her mind have naturally much suffered 
from the last melancholy catastrophe, having lost in so short a time, 
and so unexpectedly, a most kind and affectionate brother and a 
sincere friend. The afllictions which Providence has sent so re- 
cently to her are very severe trials of patience and resignation, and 
nothing than strong feelings of religion and piety could with any 
sort of fortitude carry the Princess’s dejected mind through this. 
She puts her only trust in Providence, which has so kindly pro- 
tected her in various ways since she is in this kingdom. 

“ The Princess also lias the pleasure to inform his Lordship 
that the Queen has twice made inquiry, by Lady Jlchester, 
through Lady Sheffield, about the Princess’s bodily and mental 
state. The Duchess of York, through her lady to Lady Shef- 
lleld, and the Duke of Cambridge in tlie same way, made their 
inquiries. The Duke of Kent wrote himself to the Princess, 
which of course she answered herself. The Duke of Cumberland, 
who has twice been with the Princijss after the melancholy event 
took place, desired her to announce, herself, to his Miyesty the 
unexpected event of the death of the Prince Hereditary of Bruns- 
wick. She followed his advice, and the letter was sient through 
Lady Sheffield to Colonel Taylor. The answer was kind from Jiis 
Majesty, and full of feeling of interest for the severe loss she sus- 
tained in her brother. Lady Sheffield’s health did not allow her to 
stay longer with the Princess. Mrs. Vernon, one of her ladies, is 
now at Jvfontague House, in ease his Lordship wished to write by 
her to the Princess. 
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The Princess trusts that soon she will have comfortable and CHA3\ 
pleasing tidings to relate to Lord P^ldon. She has, till thafthoment, 
nothing further to inform him of, than to repeat her sentiments of ^ ^ 1806 
high regard, esteem, and gratitude, with which she remains for ever, 
his Lordship’s most sincere friend, C. P ” 

** Blackhcnil), Nov. iftth, 180C. 

The Princess of Wales makes her apology to Lord Eldon for 
Ijer unfortunate mistake. The letter which was intended for his ***'“**'* 
Lordship is gone to Altona to the Duke of Brunswick. The con- 
tents of the letter consisted in desiring his Lordship to agree to the 
request of the Princess to discharge the three traducers and slan- 
derers of her honour from her household, of which some are even 
yet under the Princess’s own roof at this present moment. The 
Princess, by not having yet discharged tliem, is liable to receive 
great affronts from tliein, which Mr. Bidgood has tried in all means 
by hurting the Princess’s feelings. The pew at church, wliich is 
pnly appropriated for the Princess’s servants, is close to her owui at 
Greenwich, where she constantly goes, if not illness prevents her, 

IMr. Bidgood show’s Iiimself tlicre every time, and even liad not the 
j)roper attention of appearing lately in mourning, which all the 
.servants of the Princess are accustomed to be as long as their 
Koyal jMistress is in deep mourning. 

“ Tlie Princess begs Lord Eldon to take all these matters into 
consideration. Mr. Perceval, w ho is also informed on the same 
subject, is perliaps more able to explain the wdiole circuinstaiice to 
his Lordship than the Princess can. The Pj*inccss flatters herself 
that liis Lordsliip w ill do her the Jionoiir and pleasure to come on 
Tuesday at six o’clock to dinner to meet Sir William Scott.” * 

Lord Eldon and JNIr. Perceval then set tlieir wits to work, I-oid El- 
find (as it Avas supposed, with the assistance of Mr. Plumcr, 
afterwards Solicitor General, Vice-Chancellor, and Master of 
the Rolls) composed and printed “Tjie Book,” long so mys- 
tcrious in its origin, its nature, and its history. This was to 
• 

• Sir William became such a favr)ur»tc with her Highness as to he the 

subject of a good deal of raillery among his friends; and, aUer tlie (Queen’s trial, 
being questioned respecting the fmiiitig on wliicli they had lived together, he would 
give no other answer tlian “ Non mi ricordo.” — Though the most moral of 
men, he would indulge in a little free badinage, — insomuch that, being asked by 
a Duchess “what would happen if he, the supreme Ecclesiastical J«dge, sh(»uld 
himself Ui guilty of a peccadillo?" he replied, “ I have been coitsideiing that 
ever since 1 became acquainted with your Grace." 
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be used^ not only as an instrument for the restoration of the 
PrinccsIJ but for the ruin of the Ministry. * 

Her Koyal Highness now intimated to his Majesty, that 
^^unless she were relieved from further suspense, her case must 
be immediately laid before the public.” This threat so far 
operated, that in the end of January, 1807, Lord Chancellor 
Erskine transmitted a message to her, by order of the King, 
acquainting her, that ‘^his Majesty was advised it was no 
longer necessary for him to decline receiving her into the 
royal presence.” The Prince of Wales then interposed, and 
Lord Chancellor Erskine, from ancient attachment taking his 
part, and believing, that although there was no proof of the 
Princess having broken her marriage vow, her levity of man- 
ner should be seriously discouraged, the King consented to 
her restoration being deferred. This was good news for 
Lord Eldon and Mr. Perceval, and by their advice she wrote^ 
again to the King, ^^that unless justice were speedily done to 
her, Vihe should appeal to the public, and make a disclosure to 
all the world of the Infamous charges against her, and the 
irrefragable evidence by which they were repelled.” There 
was thus every prospect of ** The Book” being published, and 
although it might have l)rought much discredit on the Koyal 
Family, and must have been injurious to the morals of the 
people, it probably would have answered the purpose of the 
authors, and would have caused a rupture between the King 
and his Ministers. 


• Sir S. Uomilly, uinler date 27th Nov. 1806, says of this production,— 
“ Instead of the dignified defence of an injured and calumniated Princess, it is 
a long, elaborate, and artificial fdcading of an ndvf>eatc ; and no person, as much 
accustomed as 1 am to Pluiiier’s manner, can <)ouht that he is the author of 

it. As a pleading, however, it is conducted willi great art and ability. It is 
manifestly intended to be at some time or other ]>uhlished, and is likely, when 
published, to make a .strong impression in favour of the Princess.” Ho 
adds in a note, that he had afterwards ascertained that, although Plumcr had 
altered and corrected it, it was drawn up by Perceval, and printed under his 
superintendence. He does not specify the hand M'hich Lord Eldon bad in it,— 
being always rather chary of the reputation of the Chief of his Court. But 
there can he no reasonable doubt that Lord Eldon was privy to the whole trans- 
action. Mr. Surtees siiys that “ IVIr. Perceval had the sanction of Lord Eldon, 
of the Duke of Cumberland, then in confidential communication with his Ma- 
jesty and Lord Eldon, and of (it may hence be fairly inferrcil) a still more exalted 
personage.’* ft). 1 17, 1 18.) — S<re 24 Pari. Deb. 1 1:12. 1144. Edinburgh Review, 
No. cxxxv. 29. .32. 
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The return of the Tory Opposition to powet vras effected chap. 
however — not, as had been projected, by a cry of " The in- 
justice of the Delicate Investigation,** but by the cry that 
‘^The Church was in danger.”— -We must now httend to 
the proceedings of the new Parliament. 

The session opened very auspiciously for the Whig Go- Favourable 
vernmcnt. After a little grumbling at the dissolution, the thcTvhig^^ 
address being carried in both Houses without a division, and Govern- 
thanks being voted for the battle of Maida, Lord Grenville 
introduced his bill to abolish the slave trade. This was Lord KU ’ 
strongly opposed by Lord Eldon, who cavilled at its title *, 
and contended that, admitting the trade to be contrary to tion of^he 
justice and humanity, the circumstances, the mode, and the 
time of its abolition were proper matters of consideration. 

He said he did not believe tlic measure now proposed would 
diminish the transport of negroes, or that a single individual 
would be preserved by it ; at the same time, that it would 
be utterly destructive of the British interests involved in 
that commerce. He tauntingly asked, was it right, because 
there was a change of men, and of jjublic measures in con- 
sequence, that the interests of those who petitioned against 
the bill should be disregarded, and what was before con- 
sidered fit matter of inquiry should now be rejected as im- 
material and inapplicable V ” t The bill nevertheless passed, 
as it would have passed years before, if Mr. Pitt had been 
sincere in his support of It ; — and the next time that a Liberal 
Government was established in England, slavery was abolished 
in all the dominions under the British crown. 

Lord Eldon did not take a prominent part in Parliament Lord Kl- 
in resisting any other measure of the present Administration, 
but he was very actively and clFcctively cmjdoycd in bring- Cumber- 
ing about the restoration of his own party to power. His 
principal associate now, and for many years after, was his 
Royal Highness the Duke of Cumberland, a Prince of very 
considerable talents, as well as energy, and a very zealous 
and steady friend of the Tories. His Royal Highness had 
great influence over his father, and \vas ready to tajfc advan- 
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tage of any. incident which could be used to remove from 
office those whose principles he so much disliked. 

While the Tory Opposition were very low, placing their 
sole reliance on their advocacy of the cause of the Princess 
of Wales, their spirits were suddenly revived by a notice in 
the House of Commons, by Lord Howlck, of a motion for 
leave to bring in a bill to allow Roman Catholics to hold 
commissions as field-officers in the army.” Notwithstanding 
the success of the Government at the late general election, 
considerable distrust had been shown of them from the sus- 
picion that they favoured Catholic emancipation, and a strong 
antl-popcry spirit was known to exist in the country. Under 
such circumstances it was, I fear, an instance of gross im- 
prudence to bring forward a measure wdiich, though laudable 
in itself, was not very important, nor very pressing, and was 
sure to give the King, and all the enemies of the Govern- 
ment, a formidable advantage. A resolution was taken by 
the Tory leaders that it shoidd l)e strenuously opposed, and 
that an alarm should be given of danger to the established 
church. Accordingly, on the day on which it w^as introduced 
and explained in an admirable speech by Lord llowick, Mr. 
Perceval declared, that he lelt himself bound to oppose its 
principle, and to call the attention of the House and of the 
public to one of the most important and most dangerous 
measures that had ever been submitted to the judgment of 
the legislature,” He then proceeded, in a very inflammatory 
harangue, to address himself with much dexterity to the reli- 
gious prtyiidiccsof the nation, and .foretold, that “ if the mea- 
sure were agreed to, all our most valued institutions must be 
swept away.”* 

A panic was spread over the country ; and the King, 
roused by the Duke of Cumberland, w as sincerely persuaded 
that he was now' called upon to give his assent to a dangerous 
measure, contrary to his coronation oath. With the sagacity 
and decision wdiich ever distinguished him on such occasions, 
he perceived that he unexpectedly had an opportunity of 
getting rkl of Jfinisters who hud been forced upon him, and 


• 9 Pari. Deb. 9. 
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whom he still regarded with aversion. He therefore not 
only insisted upon the Bill being dropped, but, when this 
concession was 'made to hifn, he demanded a written engage- 
ment from all the members of the Cabinet, that they never 
in future would advise him to make any further concession 
to his Koman Catholic subjects. They unanimously refusing 
to give such a pledge, he dismissed them all from their 
offices. There is no proof that Lord Eldon suggested this 
most unconstitutional proceeding, although he had the op- 
portunity of doing so in an interview which he then contrived 
to have with the King at Windsor ; but he certainly made 
himself responsible for it by approving it, and by taking 
advantage of it. There is much plausibility in the doctrine, 
that new Ministers, by accepting office, make themselves an- 
swerable for the grounds on which their predecessors were 
turned out, as otherwise the King does an important act 
without any one being answerable for it, and he might bo 
supposed to have done wrong ; — but hi this instance Lord 
Eldon did not hesitate positively to applaud all the King’s 
proceedings in effecting the change. 

When the new arrangements were completed, Lord Eldon, 
finding that the Great Seal was to be restored to liim, was 
happy although not very proud, of tlic Duke of Portland as 
his new chief, — and although he felt a little regret at the 
exclusion of Lord Sidmouth, the manner in which he had 
behaved to liis former chief having occasionally caused him 
some remorse, in spite of the oft-repeated assertion that he 
was the King’s Chancellor,” Tic was soon quite satisfied, 
however, and thus he wrote to his brother. Sir William: — 

“lam most sincerely hurt that Lord Sidinoutli is not among 
ns. My earnest wish and entreaty has been, that lie should — 
and many others have wished it ; but it has been urged by sonic, 
that, at this moment, it cannot be ; that not an individual con- 
nected with Lord Melville would join or support, if it was so ; 
that a large part of Mr. Pitt’s friends would secede ; that among 
Lord Grenville’s majority there are persons not adverse and likely 
enough to be friendly, wlio arc so desperately angry at Lord S., 
that, with him in Administi*atioD, they would be agrinst it to a 
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man ; that Canning declines office if Lord S. was to have office now, 
but would not object a few months hence ; and all the Pittites 
who talk to me hold themselves bound, by their view of past 
transactions, not to desert Canning in a question between him and 
and Lord S. Note, the language which tliosc two have held 
respecting each other has done infinite mischief. And finally, to 
make bad worse, (with a determination formed, as I understood, 
to offer a continuance of their situations to Bragge, Bond, &c. &c. 
of Addington’s friends, as laying the foundation of their future 
junction with himself,) about the very moment that it was formed, 
they sent resignations — a step which has had a very bad effect. 
In short, it’s a sickening scene that’s passing ; but I can present it 
to you more conveniently in conversation than correspondence. 
When do you return to town ? I have written to Sir IV. Wynne. 
I take the Great Seal again to-morrow, if it pleases God. The 
1st of April is an ominous day. It will not be in my possession 
a month, if there is not a dissolution. On my own personal ac- 
count, I have no wish about it — much less than I thought I 
should have had.” 

The same clay he sent the following most characteristic 
effusion to his brotlicr-In-law, Dr. Ridley: — 

“The occurrence of again taking the Great Seal, Harry, gives 
me hut one sentiment of comfort, — that it is ])ossible I may be of 
use to others. The dcatli of niy friend Mr. Pitt, the loss of my 
poor dear John, tlie angui.sli of mind in wliich I have been, and ever 
must be, when that loss occurs to me, — these have extinguished 
all ambition, and almost every wish of every kind in my breast. 
I had become inured to^ and fond of retirement My mind had 
been busied in the contemplation of my best interests, — those 
whieli arc connected wdtli iiothiiig here. To me, tlicrcforc, the 
(diange is no joy : 1 write that from my heart. But I cannot 
disobey iny old and gracious I^laster, struggling for the established 
religion of my country ; and I hope all good men will join in 
our efibrts, and pray for the peace of Jerusalem. But all good men 
must join in his support, or he and our establishments will fall 
together. 

* “ I am to receive the Great Seal to-morrow. Wliether party 
will allow me to keep it a fortnight, I know not. On my own 
account I care not.” 
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Before making any comment, I add an extract of a letter 
to his old friend the Rev. Dr. Swire, written the day after 
he was actually Chancellor the second time 

‘‘ Whilst dreaming of a visit to you, I have awaked with the 
Great Seal in my hand, to tny utter astonislimcut. But this attack 
upon the Establishment has brought forward on the part of the 
King, governed by his own determinations and without any assur- 
ance of support, a firmness wliich, I confess, astonishes me. The 
world should not liave induced me to take tlie Seal again, if his 
commands had been of such a nature as to hjave me any choice ; 
or the circumstances, wliich must inevitably lead to difficulties in 
Parliament, probably insuperable, and appeals to the peojde per- 
haps witliout sufficient effect, had not shamed me into decision, that 
this great and excellent man, for great as well as excellent he has 
now sliown himself, sliall not want the aid of every effort I can 
exert. 

“ He considers the struggle as for his throne ; and he told me 
but yesterday, when I took the Seal, that he did so consider it ; 
that he must be the Protestant king of a Protestant country, or 
no king. He is remarkably well — firm as a lion — placid and 
quiet, beyond example in any moment of liis life. I am bapjiy to 
add that, on this occasion, liis son, the Prince, has appeared to be.- 
liave very dutifully to him. Two or three great goods have lieen 
aecomplished if his new IVIinisters can stand their ground. First, 
the old ones are satisfied that the King, whose state of mind they 
w'cre always doubting, has more sense* and understanding than all 
his Ministers put together ; they leave liim with a full conviction 
of that fact. Secondly, the nation has seen the ineflieieney of ‘ all 
the talents,’ and may perhaps therefore not injure us much by com- 
parison. When he delivered tlie St*al to me yesterday, he told me 
he wished and hoped J should keep it till he died. If we get over 
a few months wc may support Jiiin.” 

Very different language this of the restored Chancellor to 
that of the discontented l^x-Chancellor, on the dissolution 
of the late Parliament ! ! ! The King is now one of the most 
rational, right-headed, best- disposed, and best-conducted of 
men. His Majesty no longer feels uneasiness at the presence 
of ‘‘ the person wlio had attended liim in two fits of insanity^ 
and instead of being surrounded by domestic falsehood and 
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treachery,” even his eldest son ajjpears to behave very du- 
tifully to him.” But in perusing these letters, disgust is chiefly 
excited by the hypocritical lamentations which they express 
upon the writer being again compelled to take the Great 
Seal. While excluded from office, he had been the, most discon- 
tented, and restless, and turbulent, and impatient of his whole 
party. I do not presume to criticise his feelings, or blame 
his activity, while in opposition, although I may wish that 
lie had discovered more creditable subjects for his intrigues 
than the “ Delicate Investigation,” and the “ Danger to the 
Church;” but when, by good luck and skilful conduct, he 
had gained the object so near his heart, it is too bad that in 
writing to his bosom friends — having nothing to gain by 
dissimulation — he should jiretend that he considered his re- 
sumption of the Woolsack as a grievous calamity, to which he 
never would have submitted, had it not been for the promise 
extorted from him by George III. at the time he was raised 
to the office of Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, and the 
peremptory manner in which that promise was enforced. A 
distinguished writer in the Law Review * says, perhaps ra- 
ther harshly, there is a ])OsitIve certainty that this cannot 
be an honest representation of the fact ; ” and believing that 
l)y the frequent repetition of such sentiments, the noble and 
learned lord at last really became his own dui)c, I would 
rather adoi)t the candid dcicncc of him by his kinsman, Mr. 
K. W. Surtees, who says, The reiterated attempts to re- 
present the highest honours of his life as to him only grievous 
incumbrances, forced upon his reluctant accciptancc, were in 
all probability the mere result of that inveterate habit of 
canting, which, whether originally caught from the example 
of his old schoolmaster, Dr. iVIuiscs, or adopted to acquire 
admiration, or disarm envy, disfigured and degraded a cha- 
racter in which there was much to admire and love.” f 

The Great Seal was again jnit into Lord Eldon’s hands, 
with the title of Lord Chancellor, on the 1st of April — 
many jests being passed upon him and his colleagues for their 

• Vol. i. No. xii. f I.ives of I^rds Stowcll and Eldon, p, 97. 
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selection of “All Fools’ Day” for the solemnity of their chap. 
installation. * C X C I X . 

. He was warmly welcomed on his return to the Court of ^ 
Chancery — where even the Whig lawyers had, for tliirteen His cordial 
months, felt very uncomfortable. It happened, that on the 
first day of his sitting in Lincoln’s Inn Hall, he was delayed Bar on his 
from taking his place on the bench by the want of his wig. 

Sir Samuel Itomilly, hearing of this emharras, went into the of Chan- 
private room where the Chancellor was sitting, and with 
some apology offered him tlic use of his. — Lord E. “ I 
willingly accept your offer, Sir Samuel ; but I cannot help feel- 
ing how very much better the wig would be worn on this oc- 
casion by its proper owner . — Hir S. “ I thank your Lordsliip 
for your kind speech — and let me avail myself of the oppor- 
tunity which it gives me of assuring you, in all sincerity, that 
greatly as we differ in our political views, there is no man 
who rejoices more heartily than I do at your resuming your 
place in this Court.” f 

In a debate which took place in the House of Lords soon April is. 
after the new Ministers were installed, upon the unconstitu- 

. 1 . i»ii» 1 1 TI T*i clairner 01 

tional manner in wlucli their predece.ssors had been dismissed, givinj; ad. 

Lord Eldon was (charged with having taken advantage of the 

private interview which he hud with the King respecting the out of 

oW( 


• The clironiflcr of the Court of Chancery, however, procei-ds with his ae- 
customed gravity: — “1st April, 1S()7. '^I'hoin.'is Lord Krskine, LonI High 
(Mianeellor of that part of the United Kingdom of (ireat Britain ;iiul Ireland 
called Great llritaiii, having delivered the (irent Seal to the King nt the 
(Queen’s Palace, on Wednesday the 1st day of April, 1S07, His Majesty the 
same day delivered it to the lliglit Hon. .lohn Lord Lldon, with the title of 
Lord High (]!luineellor of (xreat Britain, who w.as then sworn into the said 
office before his Majesty in ('ouiicll, and on Wediiesdiiy the i.7tli day of A])rii, 
being the first day of Easier Term, he went in state from Ids house in Bedfoni 
Square, to Westminster Hall, nceompnnied by the Judges, King’s Serjeants, 
King's Counsel, and several other persons. The J.ord Clianeellor proceeded 
into the Court of Chancery, where, before he entered upon business, in the pre- 
.sence of the Karl of Camden, Loril Presi<Ieiit of his Majesty's council, and 
Lord Hawkesbury, one of his Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State, aiui a full 
Court, he took the oaths of allegiance and supremacy, and the oath of Chan- 
cellor, the same being administered by the Deputy Clerk Of the Crown, his 
Honour the Master of the Bolls holding the book, and three other Masters 
being present ; which being done, the Attorney General moved that it luight 
be recorded. Then the Lords (.'atiulen and Hawkesbury departed, leaving the 
I,ord Chancellor in court.” — Min. Bwik. No. 2. fol. 8,7. 

f On the authority of a Bight Hevereiid Prelate, to whom Lord KhJon re- 
lated the anecdote. 
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CHAP, disputes between the Prince and Princessbf Wales, to advise 
GXCIX. Majesty to insist on tlie “pledge” which was the im- 
a,d. 1807 . ittediate cause of their dismissal. We have only the following 
short sketch of the answer which he then made: “ The Lord 
Chancellor represented the present discussion as wholly new, 
irrcgulfir, and unparliamentary. Indeed he thought the 
sense of their Lordships should be strongly marked to that 
effect on their Journals. As to the insinuations which had 
been personally thrown out against himself, as having been 
one of those who secretly advised his Majesty to dismiss his 
late Ministers, he should treat them only with the contempt 
they deserved. The circumstance of his having had the au- 
dience of his Majesty, he had stated to the noble baron (Lord 
Grenville), and he trusted, that the noble lord was perfectly 
well satisfied with the sincerity of his statement. Tlie only 
pledge he had given was, the uniform tenour of his public life. 
His Majesty asked no other, and he should continue to serve 
his Sovereign, to the best of his abilities, without fearing any 
responsibility that might attach to liis official conduct.” * 
Afterwards, in the year 1813, when Earl Grey w'as sitting by 
him on the woolsack, and they wtirc talking on the subject of 
the Princess 8f Wales, he said, “1 do assure you — you may 
helievii it or not^ as you think proper — but I do assure you, 
that when I had the conference with the King in 1807, which 
I requested, it Avas sufely for the purpose of representing to 
him Avhat mischief might follow, if Perceval was not pre- 
vented from publishing the book which he was then bent on 
j)ublishing.” f As he confessed that he did not expect to be 
believed, we may be allowed to fcntertaiii some doubts as to 
the accuracy of his recollection of all that passed in the inter- 
view with the King. In the “ Anecdote Book,” he says, 
(I believe Avith strict truth), “In order to disarm political 
jealousy, I communicated to Lord Grenville, then Minister, 
that I Avas going to Windsor, and the nature of the business 
Avhich led to my A'isitiug his IMajcsty.” He goes on flatly 
and circumstantially to deny the charge, — but he materially 
weakens the force of his denial by introducing it Avith this 

* Pari. Di'b. ix. 

t of Sir S. lloinilly. iii. 10*1. Twiss, ch x\iv. 
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insincere sentence : — It happened, unfortunately ^ about 
tliis time, that the Administration meditated a bill in Par- . 
liament which was favourable to the Homan Catholics, and ^.n. I807. 
that there was that misunderstanding in consequence of it 
which led to the King’s dismissing his Administration,”* 

He must have thought that those who could be persuaded 
that he considered the blunder of the Whigs in bringing for- 
ward the Roman Catholic Officers Bill,” and their consequent 
dismissal, as misfortunes^ to be very easily gulled, — and he 
could not have sifted very nicely the facts which he was to 
lay before them. 

It would appear that for a short time after the formation of Intention, 
the new G o vernment, — for the purpose of w rcakliig vengeance rormation 
on the discomfited Whigs, there was an intention to publish ofthenew 

^ * Oovcni- 

the Book.” Lady TTester Stanhope, in a eonversation with n,ent, Ktill 
her physician, in the year 1837, referring to this subject, 
said, — ** I prevented the explosion the first time, and I will nook.’* 
tell you how. One day the Duke of Cumberland called on 
me, and in his accustomed manner began : — ^ Well, Lady 
Hester, It will be all out to-morrow. AVe have [jrinted it*; 
and to-inorrow it will be all out.’ I knew what he m<;ant, 
and said to him — ‘ Have you got the Chancellor’s leave ? 1, 
for iny part, don’t like the business at all.’ ‘ Why don’t you 
like it?’ asked the Duke. ‘ Because,’ answered I, ‘ I have too 
much respect for Royalty to desire to sec it made a subject for 
Grub Street songs.’ J did not say this so much on the 
Prince of Wales’s account as for the sake of the Princess, I it is sup- 
dreaded the other disclosures to which a business like this 
might lead. The Duke turned away, and 1 saw that the 
same idea struck him ; for, after a pause, he resume<l his po- 
sition, and answered, — You arc quite yight. Lady Hester; 
by God, you arc quite right, but what am 1 to do? We have 
gone too far; what am I to do ? ’ ‘ Why, I think,’ rejoined I, 

‘ the best thing you can do is to go and ask the Cluuicellor.’ 

So off he i)ackcd; and I fancy Mr. Perceval and the Cfiian- 

* It was printocl in a private press in the house of Mr. I’erccval, on the west 

side of Lincoln’s Inn Fields. 
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cellor and he .talked it over, and decided on quashing the 
business.” * 

It has been said that the chief opposition to the suppression 
came from the King, who, “ hating his eldest son with a hatred 
scarcely consistent with the supposition of a sound mind,” 
wished that he should be exposed to public obloquy, f The true 
end for which the Book” had been cfl>hiposed having been 
accomplished, the authors themselves soon became very much 
ashamed of it, and were eager to destroy every trace of its ex- 
istence. Some copies, however, suiTe])titiously got into cir- 
culation, and in the Phoenix Sunday newspaper, published on 
the 2l8t of February, 1808, there appeared the following 
announcement and mottoes : — 

“ We are fortunate enough to be in possession of some 
most important documents on a subject so peculiarly in- 
teresting, that wlien we farther ex])lain ourselves, the imblic 
will be astonished to learn that they arc now likely to be 
brought to light. TIic insertion of them shall take place as 
soon as we have made the necessary preparations for giving 
the most extensive circulation to our ptipcr. 

INI'OKMATION MOST KXTRAORDIN ARY, 

“ I have news tt» tell you ! ! !*’ Jfc/i. VI 11. Act 4. 

** ril astonish the natives !” Ucynolth. 

“ IJettor late than never ! *’ Ohl Proverb. 

“ ril show your Grace the strangest sight 
1 think your highness saw this many a day ! *’ 

Jlftt. VIII, Act V. 

“ The tidings tliat I bring will make my boldness manners.” 76. 

At what ease 

Might corrupt minds procure knaves as corrupt 

To swear against you ! Such things have been done ! " 76. 

When I am dead, goo<l wench. 

Let me be us’d with honour ; strew over me 
With maiden flowers, that all the world may know 
I was a chaste w’ife to my grave ; embalm me, 

Then lay me forth ; although iimpieeii’d, yet like 
A (]ucen and (kiiighter to a king, inter me ! ” 76. 


♦ Vol. i. p. 1195. Lady Hester afterwards states, in a manner which rather 
impairs her credit, that Mr. Perceval paid 10, (XX)/. out of the secret service to 
recover one copy of ** the Book ” — > which had been stolen from his table, 
f Lord Bruiighain. '«• 
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“ After my death, I wish no other herald, CliAP,! ^ 

No other speaker of my living actions, CXCIX.’ ■ ^ 

To keep mine honour from corruption, ■ •- ■ / 

But such an honest chronicler as Griffith.” lien. VIII. Act v. 

A. D. 1808 , ; 

The Chancellor and Mr. Perceval were grievously alarmed, The At- 

and Sir Vicary Gibbs, the Attorney General, with a view to Genewl 

stop the publication by injunction, filed an information in the 
^ • 1 . . , , . 11 formation 

Court or Clianccry, stating that a coinnussioii had issued by to prevent 

the King’s orders to certain jirivy councillors, to inquire into 
certain charges against her Iloyal Highness the Princess of 
Wales; that they had made a Keport upon the subject to his 
Majesty; that Francis lllagdon, the proprietor of the Phoenix 
Sunday newspaper, pretended to have got a copy of this 
Report, and that he was about to publish it with certain 
scurrilous coniincntaries, and pmying that he might be pre- 
vented by injunction from doing so, and tliat by a decree he 
might be ordered to deliver up the same to the Attorney 
General for the use of his Majesty. 

Strange to say, tlic case came on before the Lord Chan- ease 

ccllor Eldon, one of the authors of “ the Rook.” lie 

journed the hearing of it from Lincoln’s Inn Hall to his f'?**** 

#. 1 • 1 1 I Ai. Chancellor 

private room, llierc llic motion was made by tlic Attorney Kidon. 

General in person, — assisted by Sir Artliur Piggott, Sir 
Samuel Itomilly, Mr. l>cll,aiid Mr. Mitford, ‘‘that an injunction 
might be awarded to restrain the defimdaiit from parting with 
and from printing or pulilishiiig the Report in the Information 
mentioned, or any document or proceeding made or had in 
the prosecution of the said commission, or any abstract or 
extract of or from the samo.” I have not been able to learn 
what passed during the discussion, but from an office co[)y of ^ ‘ 

the Order made, which lies before me, along with the in- 
formation and affidavits, — it appears that the injunction was 
gi’antcd in the terms [iraycd for. 

One would have expected that the matter would have been Lord El- 
handed over to the Master of the Rolls, but I do not suppose 
that there was any impropriety in Lord Eldon himself sitting granting it. 
and giving judgment on this occasion, for the application did 
not proceed on the piracy of any original observations on the 
Report from his pen, as a violation of literary property, contrary 
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to the law of copyright, — but merely upon the title of the 
Crown to prevent the publication of a Report made by Privy 
Councillors in such an inquiry ; and there could be no doubt 
respecting the law upon this subject, although it seems to 
have been utterly forgotten by those great lawyers, Lord 
Eldon, Mr. Perceval, and Mr. Plumcr,'when they themselves 
composed and printed “ the Book” for general circulation. 

Although the Book ” was suppressed, the unhappy 
Princess was received at court, and was treated with great 
kindness and respect by her present protectors, till her 
husband became Regent and King, and they became his 
Ministers.* 
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CHAPTEE CC. 

CONTINUATION OF THE LIFE OF LORO ELIK)N TILL THE 
PERMANENT ILLNESS OF OEORGE 111. 

Lord Eldon on being rc-appointed Chancellor thought 
his tenure of the great seal exceedingly precarious ; yet he 
held it continuously for more than twenty years — taking 
a prominent part in an Administration which, in the midst of 
unexampled difficulties, skilfully conducted our foreign affairs, 
and, by the aid of the most consummate General who ever 
led an English army to victory, overthrew the power of 
Napoleon, and restored peace to the world. 

The first measure of the new Administration was an imme- 
diate dissolution of the Parliament, which had only sat a few 
months. ^Phls Lord Eldon strongly recoinmcmh^d, notwith- 
standing his violent animadversions on the late Ministers for 
dissolving a Parliament which had sat above I’our years. The 
si>eech delivered by him closing the s(*ssion in the King’s 
name, announced the object of this jn’oceeding to be, to 
afford to his peoi)lc the best opportunity of testifying their 
determination to support him in every exercise of the pre- 
rogatives of his crown, which is conformable to the sacj’cd 
obligations under which they arc held, and conducive to the 
'welfare of his kingdom, and to the security of the CJonstitu- 
tion.” This plain denunciation of the Catholics w^as received 
with loud applause, and most of the candidates supposed to 
be favourable to their claims were defeated at the hustings. 
AVhenthe “ No-Popery Parliament” met, the note of triumph 
Avas sounded in the royal speech delivered by the Lord (Jiian- 
ccllor, which bojisted of the numerous addresses w'hich his 
Majesty had received from his subjects, expressing their firm 
resolution to support him in defending the just rights of his 
crown, and the true principles of the Constitution.” 
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All amendment being moved, censuring the late dissolution, 
and the principles upon which the change of Administration 
had taken place, the Lord Chancellor said the present Go- 
vernment was stigmatised by the amendment, which accused 
them of manifest misconduct. lie defended the dissolution, 
which liad been found necessary for the safety of the Esta- 
blished Church, and he denied the general doctrine, that 
Ministers, by accepting office, were responsible for the manner 
in whicli their predecessors had been dismissed*, although he 
declared his entire approbation of the principles on which the 
King had lately called to his councils men in whom not only 
liis Mjyesty but the nation confided.”! The amendment 
was rejected by a majority of lOO to 67.$ 

On a subsequent day, Lord Erskine and Lord Spencer hav- 
ing reiterated the same comjdaints on the occasion of the 
second reaillng of a bill to indemnify Ministers for an order in 
council rendered necessary by the dissolution of Parliament, 
‘Hhc Lord Chancellor avowed, ihat with a view to render the 
new Administrat ion as firm and as vigorous as possible, ho had 
been a strenuous adviser — probably one of the most strenuous 
advisers — of that measure, lie looked to the Protestant 
peoj)lc, whose regard and vemoration, once lost to the Govern- 
ment, Avould at least be hut imperfectly replaced by tiie con- 
ciliation of the liomaii Catholics. Put such a conciliation 
was not, in his opinion, at all likely to be elfected. lie con- 
cluded by taunting the late Government for confining their 
measure of redief to officers in the army and navy, and asked 
why it should not be extended to all professions and all offices 
in the state ?”§ In a subsequent* stage of the bill he was 
quite jocular in answering a charge of having been factious 
when in Opposition, and observed, that All the Talents^ as 
they were called, had been absolutely Avithout any opponents 
in that House, or he believed any Avherc else, until they began 
to oppose themselves.” || 

* Sir Robert Reel, wbo will generally be foiiml lo lay down sound constitu- 
tioiml doctrine, admitted in tlic Parliament wliicli met in the beginning of 1835, 
that in accepting office, after the dismissal of Lord Melbourne's Government by 
William IV., ho maile himself responsible for that act, although he was at 
Rome whed it took place, and he was in no respect actually privy to it. 

‘ t y Pari. Deb, c;05. | lb. 607. 

§ 9 Pari. Deb. 778. || lb. 808. 
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The only other occasion of his addressing the House during 
this session was for the purpose of throwing out Lord Hol- 
land’s bill for the establishment of parochial schools, — on the 
ground that it departed from the great principle of education 
in this country, by taking the business of instruction, in a 
great degree, out of the superintendence and control of the 
clergy.” He even objected to a provision in the bill giving 
the Court of Chancery jurisdiction over the funds appro- 
2 )riatcd to the use of the schools, — saying, Avhat he would not 
have allowed any one else to say, Avithout expressing high 
indignation, — It should be recollected how money so in- 
trusted was sweated in that court, and how, in the end, when 
the oyster came to be divided, the parties entitled got nothing 
but the shells.”* His will in the House of Lords was now 
law, and at the i)rorogatIon he cxiiltingly returned thanks to 
them in the King’s name, for the steady loyalty, and the 
zealous devotion to the public service, which had character- 
ised all their deliberations ”t — althougli only a few months 
had elapsed since his desponding conviction that tlic King 
Avas alienated from him, and that the Wliigs, Avith tlieir new 
Parliament, Avcrc permanently fixed in j)owcr. This revolu- 
tion Avas in no small degree to be attrilmted to liis own dex- 
terity in turning to account tlic 2 )rtyudiccs of the King and 
of the people. 

Lord Kldon at this time exercised a much greater influence 
in the Cabinet than had belonged to any Chancellor for a 
vast number of years. The nominal luiad of the (Government 
Avas the Duke of Portland — ncAcr a very vigorous statesman, 
and now enfeebled by age and disease ; and Mr. Perceval, 
leader of the House of Commons, having long practised as 
counsel under the Chancellor, still regarded him as his chief. 
Lord Camden, Lord ^Vestmorcland, Lord MulgraA^e, and Lord 
^ Chatham Avere very little considered, and Lord 1 laAvksbiiry, 
Lord Castlercagh, and Mr. (banning, though aspiring sbitcs- 
men, had not yet acquired much ascendency. Lord Eldon 
continued in high favour Avitli the King and the Duke of Cum - 

t Ib. 1223. 
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berland ; and his colleagues, sensible that they chiefly owed 
their places to his skilful intrigues, were, for a whiles much 
disposed to defer to his opinion. 

He zealously supported, if he did not suggest, two measures 
of great energy, but very doubtful justice and expediency 
— the discussion of which long occupied Parliament and the 
public — the orders in council against neutral commerce — 
and the seizure of the Danish fleet. Napoleon’s Berlin and 
Milan decrees, having declared “ the whole of the British do- 
minions in a state of blockade,” and ordained that every ar- 
ticle of her manufacture, or belonging to her, or coming from 
her colonics, wheresoever found, should be lawful prize,” it was 
judged right, through orders in council, to retaliate, by declar- 
ing ‘Hhat not only the ports and places of France and her allies, 
and of any other country at war with his Majesty, but like- 
wise all ports and places in hhiropc from which the British 
flag was excluded, and all ports and places in the colonics of 
the King’s enemies, should be subject to the same restrictions, 
in point of trade and navigation, as if tliey were under actual 
blockade; and furtlier, that all trade in the produce or ma- 
nufacture of the said countries or colonics should be deemed 
unlawful; and that every vessel trading from or to them, and 
its cargo, and every article of the produce or manufactures 
aforesaid, shoidd be liable to be captured as enemies’ property.” 
Of these orders in council Na])oleon had no right to com- 
plain ; but they were grievously unjust to neutrals, and it is 
now generally allowed that they were contrary to the law of 
nations and to our own municipal law. 

On the seizure of the Danish fleet, diversity of sentiment 
still prevails ; but, in my opinion, the act was unjustifiable, for 
the Danes had offered us not the slightest provocation, and it 
is vain to say that self-preservation required such an outrage 
upon an indci)cndent and friendly pcofdc, — the only pretext 
for it being that, if we did not seize their ships, probably, ere 
long, Napoleon would have tried to do so. 

The stormy session of Parliament which began in January, 
1808 , was almost entirely taken up with motions on these 
tv/o subjects. Lord Eldon repeatedly defended with great 
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•ability the orders • in council. He denied that they were 
contraiy either to international or municipal law. He ‘ 
admitted that neutrals might suffer some inconvenience by a.d. I807. 
the retaliation which placed them between confiscation by 
France or by England ; but a neutral nation^ which by her 
acquiescence in an invasion of her rights lent herself to one 
belligerent at the expense of the other, could have very little 
reason to complain, if the other belligerent protected himself 
by the necessary measures for rendering such a combination 
ineffectual. These measures were aimed not at the neutral 
but at the adverse belligerent — the damage to the neutral 
was only incidental. It might be an evil, but it was not an 
injury. With respect to America, the chief sufferer, we 
must recollect the mischief she caused us by acquiescing in 
the decrees of Buonaparte, as well as the advantage she 
might bring to us by her trade and friendship ; and he hoped 
that instead of going to war with us, she would join us in 
resisting the extravagant pretensions of the common enemy 
of all civilised nations.” It required much suffering to our- 
selves from the orders in council, as well as a long-continued 
series of attacks ‘against them in both I louses of Parliament, 
to do away the effect of such arguments.* 

The cause of the Danes was warmly taken uj) by Lord 
Ellenborough and Lord Sidmoiith, who, having been ejected 
with tlie Whigs, were not disposed to view with mueli favour 
the measures of the new Government, and who commented 
severely on this expedition as dishonourable to Kngland, and 
discreditable to those who had advised it. Ijord Eldon had 
been much shocked at the carnage caused among the Danes, 
which, however, he ascribed to " weak pride and false 
honour,” in not quietly submitting. In a letter to Lady 
Eldon, giving an account of a conversation with some of the 
officers present, whom he had met at dinner on their return, 
he says, The state of the inhabitants in Copenhagen, and 
their distresses, must have been terrible and tremendous. In 
one street our mortars destroyed five hundred persons, prin- 


* 10 Pari. Deb. 149. 641. 1079. 1244. 
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cipally poor helpless women and children. It seems weak 
pride and false honour that actuated the Danish commander. 
From the first he meant to surrender, and yet wished to have 
the credit of a battle before he did so ; and to this point of 
military etiquette he sacrificed one-fourth of the buildings of 
the town, and devoted to destruction property and lives to a 
terrible amount. It made my heart ache, and my blood run 
cold, to hear the accounts these gentlemen gave.” But now, 
in the House of Lords, he declared tluit, “ so far from feeling 
himself dishonoured as an Englishman by the measure adopted, 
he should have felt himself dishonoured if, under all the cir- 
cumstances, he had hesitated to concur in advising it ; ” — and 
he scouted the proposal that the ships should bo restored to 
Denmark at the end of the war, saying ^^that the Danish 
Government had not even a pretence for demanding a resti- 
tution, which had been offered only on the condition of peace- 
able surrender.” * 

Soon after came the Jesuits’ Bark Bill, in opposing which, 
as counsel, at the bar of the House of Lords, I made my 
debut in public life.f Lord Eldon behaved with great cour- 
tesy to me, and, I must say, seemed imi)rev‘^sed by my obser- 
vations and evidence as to tlie jirivate injustice which would 
be done to my client, the owner of several valuable cargoes, 
which would be embargoed and rendered useless by this mea- 
sure, directed against the fever liospitals of France. He took 
no part in the debate, leaving it to others to contend that the 
bill rested on the principle which justifies cutting off supplies 
of arms and provisions from a besieged town, — although he 
was compelled to vote in the disgraced majority of 110 to 44, 
by which it was carried, X 

* 10 Pari. l)cb. (J.'Jfi. He used aOerwards to relate, on the authority of the 
King himself, an anecdote showing that on this occasion his Majesty could not 
lijive approved of the act of his Ministers. “ When Mr. Jackson, our ambas- 
sador sent to Copenhagen to demand the surrender of the fleet, was presented 
at Court on his return, the King abruptly asked him, * Was the Prince Royal 
up stairs or down when he received you ?* ‘He was on the ground floor,* was 
the answer, ^lani glad of it, 1 .im glad of it,' rejoined the King, * for if he 
bad half the spirit of liis uncle George III., be would infallibly have kicked 
you down stairs I * ” 

f \ol. VJ. p. 6(H. f 10 Pari. Deb. 1320. 
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He still continued his intimacy with the Princess of Wales, 
who was patronised by the King, and not only visited her at 
Blackheath, but gave her a grand dinner in his own house in 
Bedford Square. From the following good-natured note, we 
find that this entertainment had gone off well, although he 
had not been able to prevail on Lady Eldon to i^pear at 
table : — 
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“ Thursday, June 9th, 1808 . 

‘‘ The Princess of Wales desires of the Lord Chancellor to ex- 
press to Lady Eldon how much she w^as inortilied at not liaving had 
the i^leasure of meeting her at the Chancellor’s agreeable dinner ; and 
trusts that, whenever another opportunity shall oflbr itself, she may 
have the gratification of assuring the Lord CJiancellor, as well as 
Lady Eldon, that the Princess will ever be hapj>y of personally as- 
suring them of her Jiigliest regard at their house.” 


The same autumn he received a visit of some days, at En- Visit of the 
combe, in Dorsetshire, now. his country residence, of his 
steady friend and associate in eabinet-maklng, the Duke of l««»fl En. 
Cumberland. An entertaining account given by him, in a 
letter to his daughter-in-law, of his Iloyal Highness’s gra- 
cious demeanour says, he was very good-humoured and 
condescending, and we all behaved well. . . . dear Mamma 
very well, after the flutter Avhicli, you know, so rare a scene 
Avould occasion. . . . Fanny got an embrace, and we liavc 
had some difficulty to get her to allow her face to be washed 
since, lest she should lose the impression.” 

The session of 18011 was very inactive with the Lords, Pfocced- 
who were obliged to look (luietly on while the nation was lioiis" 
almost convulsed by the proceedings in tiic House of Com- Commons 
inons against the Duke of York. Lord Eldon privately 
gave advice as to the conduct of the defence — which if it j, 

had been implicitly followed, the result would probably have isoa* 
been less disastrous. On the resignation of tlio command of 
the army, he wrote to his daughter-in-law, - • People in 
general, as far as I have seen any body, seem affected and 
softened In consequence of this step ; but whether the blood- 
houndsof St. Stephen’s on Bragge Bathurst’s motion to-iporrow 
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will or will not continue to hunt him down in his retirement, 
I cannot say ; but I have seen so much of injustice that I 
shall not be surprised to see a good deal of hard-heartedness ; 
and the Duke’s measure having disappointed some political 
manceuvres, the vengeance of politicians may still follow him, 
when men with hearts would forgive and relent.” However, 
he judged rather harshly of the Duke’s prosecutors ; for the 
vote charging him with complicity in the sale of commissions 
by Mrs. Clarke was not pressed, and the general belief being 
that his conduct, although censurable on the score of morality, 
was entirely free from pecuniary corruption, he was allowed 
two years afterward to resume the command of the army, — 
when, by the admirable management of it, he essentially con- 
tributed to the triumphs achieved by England in the Penin- 
sula. 

Lord Eldon had an opportunity of showing his abhorrence 
of innovation, on a proposal being made (which has since 
been carried into effect) of j)rohiblting the sale of all offices 
connected with the administration of justice. As he must 
be supposed to have read the trial of Lord Macclesfield, 
he no doubt caused some astonishment, when he said “he 
believed there was not on record an instance where the 
patronage bestowed on the keeper of the Great Seal had 
been abused, from the Uevolution to the present hour, 
although that patronage was a main link in the chain that 
fitted each noble person who preceded him in office during 
that period, to have the personal means of holding rank con- 
sistently and suitably with others of tlicir Lordships.”* 

In the House of Lords there Avas nothing more memorable 
during the session than the event of Lord Byron taking his 
seat on coming of age. Those who arc ignorant of the care- 
less manner in which such a ceremony Is always conducted, 
have speculated much, and foolishly, upon the poet’s disap- 
pointment at not being received Avith more distinction. We 
have the following autlicntic account of it from himself, in 
one of his note-books; “When I came of age, some delays, 


14 Pari. Deb. 1016. 
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on account of some, birth and marriage certificates from 
Coniwall, occasioned me not to take my scat for several 
weeks. When these were over, and I had taken the oaths, 
the Chancellor apologised to me for the delay, observing that 
these forms were a part of his duty. I begged him to make 
no apology, and added, as he certainly had shown no violent 
hurry, ^ your Lordship was exactly like Tom Thumb (which 
was tiien being acted), 

** ‘ You did your duty, and you did no more.’ ’* 

Parliament was prorogued so early as the middle of June, 
and Lord Eldon expected a trampiil long vacation at Encombe; 
but he had to go through much anxiety before the return of 
Michaelmas Term, — having repeatedly thought, in the course 
of a violent and protracted iMinistc^rial crisis, that the (Ireat 
Seal liad for over departed from him. The age and de- 
clining health of the Duke of Portland showed that the 
office of First Lord of the Treasury must soon bo vacant. 
The King, referring to this subject, had expressed himself 
as thinking the Duke could not remain long where he was, 
and therefore it was necessary that his other Ministers 
should look about them.” * The great struggle was between 
Mr. Perceval and Mr. C\‘inniiig, — the former being patron- 
ised by Lord Eldon, and the latter preferred by the majority 
of the Cabinet, particidarly by the more liberal .section 
of it, who had been the personal friends of Mr. Pitt. 
Canning commenced operations, with a view to establish his 
own ascendency, by insisting that Lord Castlcreagli, ulthougli 
permitted to retain his office, should be removed from the 
conduct of the War Department, for which he was suppo.sed 
to have shown himself very unfit, and which was to be 
transferred to Lord Welle.sley. This demand was conccdet^l 
to him; but it was arranged that the interided change should 
not be communicated to the party principally interested till 
after the sailing of the Walchcrcn expedition (of which he 
was the author), and that it should then be broken to him by 
his near relation. Lord Camden. The residt of this expedition 
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having been still more disastrous than had been apprehended. 
Canning insisted that the promise made to him should be 
carried into effect; and, being told not only that Lord. 
Castlereagh had yet been kept in ignorance of the whole 
arrangement, but that new difficulties had arisen, of which 
he had' not been before apprised, he insisted that his own 
resignation, which he had before tendered, should be laid 
before the King; and he desisted from any further atten- 
dance in Cabinet, althougli he continued to do the routine 
duties of his office till his successor should be appointed. 
The Duke of Portland, feeling his imibility to quell the 
raging storm, announced his retirement, Avhich Avas imme- 
diately followed by •that of Lord Castlereagh. 

The country being suddenly left without a Government, 
Lord Eldon was summoned from his* repose at Encombe, 
and, on his arrival in town, found, to his horror, that there 
was a scheme in agitation, by wliich he was to be deprived 
of the Great Seal. Canning, by way of getting rid of Per- 
ceval as a candidate for tlie premiership, had proi)osed tliat, 
after having been Chancellor of the Exchequer for three 
years, he should return to the profession of the law, to which 
he had been bred, and should be made Lord High Chancellor 
of Great Britain, — the further advantage no doubt being 
calculated upon, of entirely excluding from the Cabinet him 
who not only had a personal spite against the semi-liberal 
proposer of this ingenious expedient, but who Avas a de- 
cided enemy to all improvement in our institutions. In 
this state of things, Lord Eldon wrote the following letter 
to his wife, Avhich places him in a very amiable point of view, 
by proving his atfectiou for her, and the confidence he reposed 
in her : 


“ Mv nr.AKKST Bkssv, 


“ Monday, Sept. 1 Itli. 


“ We are liere in a most singular state. 

“ As soon as the account came that the expedition could not be 
pursued, Canning renewed his insistings that Lord Castlereagh 
should deliver up liis situation to Lord Wellesley. The latter ♦ 
inagiianiipously, but I tliink most foolishly, said, he considered 
G — g’s services in the House of Commons of so much consequence 


• Lord CastlcreaKli must be meant. 
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that he would resign ; and accordingly sent his resignation, stating, 
however, that he would not condescend to take any other office. 
This had nearly produced the resignation of Perceval, Liverpool,, 
Camden, and Bathurst. They saw plainly, that if the D. of Port- 
land could give way to Canning, so far as to turn out Lord Cas. 
merely because that gentleman chose it. Canning was really the 
Minister, the Duke but an instrument in his liands, and that the 
world must see it too, and that every body was at the mercy of 
that gentleman’s caprice. This intended measure alarmed the 
Duke ; he thought the King would be deserted ; tliat if some other 
great nobleman was put in his place we might be all kept together 
still ; and so the Duke sent in a tender of his resignation, and the 
King accepted it ; and ho has commanded Perceval, Liverpool, and 
myself to get him an Administration, which I think we shall not 
be able to do. For, mark what follows. Tiiis well-intended step 
on the part of the Duke lias produced what shows me that I have 
been right in my conjectures, what from the first have been Can- 
ning’s objects. Canning instantly wrote to Perceval, to say that 
some person in the House of Commons must be Minister, and in a 
roundabout way intimated that he. Canning, could not think of 
Ferccval’s being Minister, which of course left Canning the only 
person to be Minister ; and lie intimated, that if either there was 
a Minister in tlie II. of Lords, or Perceval was Minister, that he 
(C.) must resign. This quick step appears to me, I own, to have 
been a mode of trying whether Perceval’s attachment to the King 
would be so far taken by surprise, as to lead him, at the moment, 
to give way. Little P., howevm-, was upon the alert : he stateil 
his willingness to remain as he was, provitled nohotly in the House 
of Commons was jmt over his liead, but he would not act under 
Mr. Canning as IMinister, tho’ upon cipial terms with him he 
would act. Canning’s present suggestions therefore seem to be, 
that he will resign. I think, however, he will make an attempt, 
professing to fall in with tlie purpose of having a Minister in the 
II. of Lords, to get somebody named who shall be entirely under 
his own influence ; and if that scheme does not succeed, which I 
think it will not, he will retire ; and will thus, in the attempt to 
gratify his ambition, have contrived to overthrow himself and all 
of us along with him ; and this is called sereimj the King. 

“ There are but two things which in that case can be done. 
The one is to attempt to strengthen the King’s friends who hang 
together, by some junction of parties ; the other, to fight it out 
w'ith such aid as we can get from our own party. I thinfe Liver-^ 
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pool clearly is for the former plan 5 I think Perceval also is, but 
not so clcirly, — he has doubts. I own I do not like it. In the 
first place, I think nobody, that joins from other parties, would 
join unless I cease to be Chancellor } and, in the next place, I have 
an opinion about this thing called ‘junction of parties,’ which 
would disincline mo to remain Chancellor. I think it never 
strengthens anybody, and it does nobody credit. And that body of 
us, who have hitherto thought ourselves strong in public opinion, 
would lose the whole of the good opinion of the public. On the 
other hand, I think it very clear, that if we stand alone, we must 
fall after a very short — very, very short — desperate conflict, with 
the Opposition joined by Canning and his followers. In the latter 
mode, I think the King will oblige us to fight the battle, at all 
hazards, if he can persuade us — but I am not sure he can persuade 
enough of us to fight it so. Upon the whole I think it quite clear, 
either that some junction of parties will immediately take place, 
or that a change without a junction of parties will very soon take 
place. What will you think of politicians, when I tell you that it 
has even been suggested that Perceval should return to the Law 
and be made Chancellor, and that, to provide for keeping things 
together in this way, I should retire ? Perceval himself told me 
this : he did not name Canning as proposing it, hut I take, upon 
suspicion, that to have been so ; and then, Perceval being Chan- 
cellor, Canning might be Minister. Perceval treated tliis as ho 
ought. 

I thought you would like to know how things go on ; and 
though, as they are going on, I can give no guess when I shall 
have the blessing of seeing you, it is quite manifest that either I 
shall return to you without the Seals in my hand, which I think 
very probable, — or, if that is not so, that before Christmas they 
will not be in those hands. Immediately therefore, or shortly, 
those days will commence, in which we may, with God’s blessing, 
fear no interruption of our happiness by any future, even tem- 
porary, separation between us. This I torile all to yourseljT 


While things continued in this plight, he thus vents Ills 
spleen against Canning and the Duke of Portland in another 
letter to Lady Eldon : — 

“ I think the individual who has occasioned all this mischief, is 
Vanity in a human form. Nothing will serve him but being what 
he will fccvcr be permitted to be. 
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And I believe now, such is the imbecility of man, that the old 
D., who had resigned, is trying, in vain, to get back again.” 

lie continues his bulletins : — 

" Thursday (Sept 14th}. 

“ My ever dear Life, 

“ One after another, all of us saw the King yesterday : he is 
more to be pitied than any man in bis dominions : and one ambi- 
tious man is the cause of all he now suffers. Mr. C. thinks proper, 
that his determination not to act under a third person, or to do 
any thing else but be himself Minister, should remain unshaken : 
and his resignation (is) certain. I am just going to a meeting 
of such of us as have hearts feeling for the King, to see what can 
possibly be done, as all attempts to bring matters to rights again 
have finally failed. I cannot, for one, see a ray of hope that any 
thing can be arranged, which can have any endurance, — if indeed, 
any arrangement whatever can be made; and yet tlie poor K., 
in language that makes one’s heart bleed for him, urges that wo 
should not run away from him. My head and heart are j)crplexed 
and grieved for my old master’s sake; upon my own account I 
do not care a fig about it.” 

* « Friday Mt)rning (Sept. I5tli). 

“After a great many hours spent in consultations yesterday, to 
be succeeded by more to-day, among tliose in whom the King 
thinks he can still have conlidence, we have formed, or shall form, 
opinions wliieh arc to he offered to his consideration, and wliicii 
he will adopt or reject, as he thinks fit. I still think that it 

cannot end in my remaining in office. I use tlie expression, in 

whom tlie King t/iin/fs lie can have confidence, because I am sure 
tlicre is scarce a man living, of wliom lie can say that he knows 

he may have conlidence in him. [ wish to God the thing was 

settled one way or the other ! If I knew that I was to go out, 

I would come to you instantly, and stay over Christmas ; if I 
knew I was to stay in, I could then know when and how I was 
to see you. Some of the plans proposed are what I do most 
greatly abhor, and I think they won’t succeed. I have offered my 
ofliec to the King, and told him, for I write constantly when I 
don’t sec him, my likings and dislikings. ‘ For God’.s sake,’ he 
says, ‘ don’t you run away from me : don’t reduce me to the state 
in which you formerly left me. You arc iny sheet ancji^or ! ’ I 
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CHAP, fear the effects of his agitation and agony — and I do pray God 
to protect him in this his hour of distress. 

• # * * 

• 1 ). 1809 . 

“ May God’s best and kindest providence watch over her who 
has the whole heart of her Eldon.” 

“ Monday, Sept. 18th. 

“ I proceed to tell you with much feeling, that the train of 
settlement we seem to have got into is all undone. Shocked as I 
am to say it, George Rose has declared his attachment to Canning 
— lluskisson has done the same, — Charles Long won’t abide by 
us, — Sturges Bourne has declared for Canning. As these arc 
the four men of business, it appeared to us last night tliat, witliout 
junction, the King must be sacrificed ; with it, 1 do not know how 
he is to be saved in any d(^gree of comfort. AVc arc to take the 
resolution as to what is to be commnnicated to him at a meeting 
to-day at one o’clock. I cannot help tliinking but that it must, 
that it necessarily must, lead to my being restored to a life of 
privacy.” 

. “ Thursday, Sept. 2 1st. 

“ Mr EVER LOVED ElIZA, 

After I finislujd my letter yesterday, I went to the levee, and I 
had Jin audience of tin* King for a fidl liour. llis agitation and 
uneasiness were such as have left me i)erfcct]y agitated and uneasy 
ever since I left Jiim, though, I thank God, 1 am quite well, I 
dare not commit to paper what passed, for fear accident should not 
bring tbat j)aper to the bands of my Eliza, and though I promised 
her a letter of particidars, the particulars that passed are really so 
very special in their kind, (hat I cannot communicate them even to 
her except in conversation — and would I could liavc tliat conver- 
sation ! lie would not decide what he would do, but said be should 
compose a [lajicr at Windsor last night, and require from us written 
answers to several questions be should put in that paper, and 
order us to be convened to-day to consider the questions and give 
the answers : and accordingly wo are' summoned to meet at one 
o’clock at Perceval’s ; and I think it not unlikely, from wluit I 
know, that we may sit tliere till one in the morning. By ivc I mean 
such of us as have not resigned or tendered our resignations.” 


tuT»n^I^ortl day liad taken place, on Wimbledon Common, 

Casticreagh the faiiious ducl bctwccii Castlcrcagli and Canning, in which 
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the Litter received a pistol ball in his thiglu The Cliancellor 
continues his bulletins to Lady Eldon : — 

“ Sept 22nd, Friday. 

“ Mr KVEU DEAKEST, 

“ I had hoped, when I wrote yesterday, tliat I should have been 
a great deal wiser to-day than I am. We waited at our meeting 
to a late hour, but no paper came from the King. I infer from this 
that he is in a most unhappy state of difficulty, and knows not what 
to do ; and I greatly fear that something of the very worst sort may 
follow upon the agitation. If it pleases God to avert this greatest 
of all evils, we shall, I hope, have his [)aper to-day, and proceed in 
the consideration of it. Hut if he has takmi so mtivh time to con- 
sider it, I fear I must look tt) those before whom it is to be laid 
taking some before they can make up their minds, what answer 
they shall give to his questions and observations; and thus things 
train on from day to day, through a period of time which is very 
long, and seems longer and longt.*r as it is protracted. I'his dread- 
ful business of the duel Ixdweeu Castlereagh and ('anning, whilst 
it is to be lamented on v.wvy ground, adds dilliculty to (lifliculty, 
and I have no doubt will create a great deal indeed of additional 
uneasiness in the King’s mind.’’ 

** Saturday, Sopt. 2Sr(l. 

After I wrote to you 3'e.stcrday, I went to the meeting, an<] I 
there found that Perceval had received the King’s paper, wJiieh is 
one of the linest compositions, and the most affieeting I ever saw or 
heard in my life. After discussing tlie strength whieli any Ad- 
ministration could liave that did not include (i. and(i., he aekuow- 
ledges that tliero would be a weakness in it, whi<;h a sense of duty 
to bis peo[)le calls upon him, by every ptu’.sonal sacriliee not affect- 
ing his honour and eonseicnecj^ to endeavour to avoid; he therefore 
permits his present servants to converse with them U|)on a moro 
extended Administration than hi.s present servants coidd them- 
selves make, but dc?clares previou.sly and solemnly, tJiat, if any 
arrangement is offered to him which does not incliule such a share 
of his i)resent servants as shall etfectually protc,ct him against the 
rencAval of measures wdiich his conscience cannot assent to, that he 
will go on with his present servants at all hazards, throwing him- 
self upon his people and hi.s God, — hi.s people, wliose rights, he 
says, he never knowingly injured, and his God, to wliose pre.sencc 
he is determined, whenever he is called lienee, to go with a pure 
conscience. Tie predicts, however, that thougli lie, in duty to hift 
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CHAP, people, submits to this mortifying step, they (G. and G.) will not 
' allow any effect to it| and then addresses himself in the most 
A. B«i6oa. strains to all his present servants, calling forth all their 

courage, their resources, and the discharge of their duty to him. 
Perceval and Liverpool, therefore, will talk with the two G.’s ; and 
it will either end in a junction, with a good many of the pre- 
sent servants left, or we shall live for about a fortnight after 
Parliament meets. They cannot begin their conferences till about 
the middle of the week ; and I should suppose, if they begin con- 
ferences, they will conclude them in the week. I shall not, how- 
ever, be surprised if these gentlemen, the G.’s, refuse to confer 
at all with Perceval and Liverpool, and I think they will refuse, 
especially if they have any understanding with Canning. The 
King has also written a most dignified paper upon the fact of two 
persons, yet having the Seals of Secretaries of State in their 
liands, figiiting a duel. I doubt much whether he will permit either 
of them to make tlieir formal resignations in his presence.” 

“ Sept. 28th, Thursday. 

I cannot bring my mind to think any thing so proper or so 
good for me as to have done with oilice now, and to spend the rest 
of my days in some degree of quiet and retirement; but I am 
afraid, and indeed sure, that unless he is so driven to the wall as to 
be able to do nolliing whatever that he wishes to do, he will make 
it a most diflieult thing for me to quit liis service. Yet I shall beg 
very hard, for in truth the labour of iny office is too much for me 
in the time of business, and what rccornpencc can I have for what 
— I speak from my present sufferings — for what I undergo, in 
having my time of vacation ruined as this is?” 

** Monday, Oct. 2nd. 

“Mv KVKR DEAREST AND MOST RELOVED, 

‘‘I told you in a little note, on Saturday, that ! was obliged to 
go to Windsor: 1 was compelled to doit, and therefore I could not 
help myself. I was called up in the night, so as to set off exactly 
at three okdock in the morning : and I ^vas with the King from 
seven till a little after eight, engaged with him in a conversation, 
the most interesting, and affecting, and important, that 1 have ever 
had with man in my life. I shall soon, I thank God, I shall soon 
be able to state the particulars of it in iny dearest EHzabeth*s 
hearing, ^and these particulars I really dare not commit to paper. 
The general result is, that wc stay in, making such arrangements, 
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without junction, os we can, standing of coupsp till Parliament 
meets, and then standing or falling as that body will please to deal 
with us. I think we had' better have resigned ; but AeU the King 
would not hear of for a moment. I think going on, with the cer- 
tainty of being turned out, would be better than junction : at least 
to me it is more acceptable ; and if we are turned out, as we shall 
be, I shall have the satisfaction of remembering that I declined 
being a negotiator for junction, and have stood, throughout, the 
servant of no man or men, but the King, and determined to abide 
by him and him only, to his last breath, or to my last breath, as 
far as I have any thing to do with politics. After I left him, the 
Duke of Cumberland’s Encombe servant I found waiting, to tell me 
that the Duke had just heard that I was there, and had got break-* 
fast for me ; and I was shown up to his apartments ; and I received 
a great proof of his good nature and attention, as 1 thought it, and 
as he certainly meant it ; for he had sent off for and got up William 
Henry from Mrs. Middleton’s*, and he breakfasted with us at tlic 
Castle. This was a very pleasing incident. I had very little time 
to stay, and after sitting awhile and shaking hands with William 
Henry, wdio is very well, I returned here upon my business. Per- 
ceval will be First Lord of the Treasury in the room of the Duke 
of Portland. That is at present the only appointment settled. 
Lord Melville is behaving well ; so is Lord Sidinouth. But what 
is most unexpected, the Prince has really conducted himself to- 
wards his father upon this occasion with exemplary propriety. 
The King showed me yesterday the Prince’s letter to him, and his 
answer ; and I’ll tell you all about them when I see you. 

« • « # # 

‘‘ At the end of my conversation with him (the King) I asked his 
leave to return to Encombe. He said I should not go till after his 
levee on Wednesday, for he must sec me there; that I might tlicn 
put myself in my chaise, come to you without stopping, and stay 
with you to the end of the month. This was our bargain at part- 
ing ; and I hope, therefore, to dine with you on Thursday. And 
of God I have no blessing to ask or pray for with so much of 
anxiety and importunity, as that nothing may interrupt this. I 
think nothing will or can. O that I was witli you ! For ever, and 
ever, and ever. Yours, your own, 

“Eldon.” 



CHAP. 

CO. 


A.p.i809. 


* Eton School. 
Q 4 



IIEION OF GEORGE III. 


GHAP. 

CC. 


a.d. 1809. 

, Lord El- 
don to hi.s 
brother Sir 
William. 


Extracts from two of his letters to Sir William will com- 
plete the history of this famous journey to London, and bring 
him back, still holding the Great Seal, to Encombe. 

“ Oct. 4th, 1809. 


‘'Dear Brother, 

“ If you recollect at what vast distances men to be talked with 
are, you’ll not be surprised that I have not filled up vacant offices 
in my correspondence. Melville must either be in office or be satis- 
fied with being out of it. Now a letter to him, and an answer from 
him, and a reply to his answer, occupies thirteen days and a half. 
There’s a hope that Lord Wellesley will take the foreign Secre- 
taryship. He is in Spain. , I think Bathurst will have it ad in- 
terim. One infinite difficulty about Sidmouth is, that every person 
connected with him must have office found for him : Bragge, Van- 
sittart, Ililey, Hobhouse, 8tc. &c. Sidinouth’s army are all officers, 
and no soldiers. I suspect George Bose wants to be Chancellor of 
the Exchequer. As to calling Parliament soon, that will never do. 
Bets here go twenty guinea.s to one, that we never face it. But 
odds arc sometimes lost. I think we shall now have no Parliament 
on this side of Christmas. 

“ The silence of such of Cas.’s colleagues who knew of tlie mat- 
ter cannot be well vindicated. With respcjct to myself, I feci un- 
easy ; though the period at 'which I licard it, the personage (the 
K.) who told it me, and the injunction with wliieli lie accompanied 
a communication which I must needs say lie ought not to have 
made under su(;h an injunction, give me a ^ood deal to say for my- 
.sidf. But, in some degree, all who kilcw it liavc been — more or 
less hlaniable, hut — blamablc. 

“Nothing can be worse than the Walehcren business. But that 
hu.siness itself will grow -worse and w'orse. The island must be 
evacuated, and I think you’ll soon lu^ar the Army accusing the 
Navy, and the Navy aeciisiiig the Army, as the cause of the fail- 
ure. There will Ix', warm blood in the two services. 

“ITarrowby, I think, will go to the Board of Trade, if he conti- 
nues to exist ; lie is very ill. If you don’t hear from me on Friday, 
I shall have gone to Encombe to bring my family home, with such 
leave of absence ns the King to-day sliall offer me. I shall not ask 
any ; but I Jiave liad a bint that he means to press a short absence 
on me. In fact I have got to the full extent of all the good I can 


do here.” 
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“ Enconibe, Oct 7tli, 1809. CHAP; 

“Dear Brother, CC. 

“As I intimated it was likely, I set out after the levee, about ' 
eight at night on Wednesday, for this place, and I got here late on 
Thursday, tliough I did not stop on the road. I lay so long in bed 
on Friday that I lost the post, and this I write on Saturday evening 
for to-morrow’s post, Saturday not being post-day lierc. I shall 
have all things packed up here, that avc iiuvy all return on a mo- 
ment’s notice to me to come back. After the full explanation I 
have given of all I have to say on the present business, I do not 
know why I should be called up, but I take it for granted I shall, 
and therefore shall have my household as well us myself in a coni- 
idete packed-up state. The Duke of P. gave me a fair opportunity 
enough, for he took occasion to tell me, that, let what would happen, 

1 must not leave the King: he would not endure it, — that is, he, 
the King, would not. I replied, that I thought if there was a junc- 
tion, the new ones would not endure me, and that I was hurt to 
find that, among the old ones, lho.se whose confidence 1 thought I 
had, had been represented to be ready enough to suggest iny sepa- 
ration from office, and therefore from the King, witliout even the 
mention of it to me. He was a})parcntly embarrassed, said nothing, 
and looked foolish. T sliould have pressed him to the (piick, but 
a man labouring under the torment of the stone at the moment was 
less an object of pity. Of my fact I am sure: there are so many 
witnesses to it, that there can be no mi.stake.’’ 


I have thought ltt)cst to allow Lord Eldon, in this affair, Triiim|i!i 
to be liis own liistorian, and tliesc letters afford the most 
favourable specimen I have met witli of bis epistolary style, 

Once more had he completely triumphed in political in- for politival 
trigue. Perceval, whom he favoured, ^va.s now Prime Mi- 
nister, and Canning, who had the audacity to think of a new IVrct vni 
Lord Chancellor, Avas, for tlio present, chased from office — 
though destined hereafter to liave his revenge, by actually 
putting the Great Seal into the hand of Lord Lyndhurst, 

Lord Eldon was known to have had a narrow escape in Lord El. 
the late crisis, and his official life was for some time coiisi- ‘'**“<*;* 
acred very precarious. Of the public opinion upon this sub- office of 
jeet we have a striking proof in the result of an election for 
the office of Chancellor of tlic University of Oxford. Had vmityof 
a vacancy in this office taken [dace when he was understood 
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to be firmly seated on the woolsack, he must have succeeded 
to it as a matter of course — combining every possible quali- 
fication for it — academical distinction — unspotted private 
character — high church-and-king principles — and a steady 
opposition to any relaxation of the laws against Roman Ca- 
tholics or Dissenters — with the prospect of long continuing 
to dispose of ecclesiastical dignities. At present, the last and 
not the least essential was wanting. The G. and G. 
negotiation ” was well known, and many thought that within 
a few weeks Lord Grenville would be at the head of the 
Treasury, with Lord Erskinc, or Sir Samuel Roniilly, as 
Lord High Chancellor. In this posture of affairs died the 
Duke of Portland, Chancellor of the University of Oxford, 
and Lord Eldon and Lord Grenville were started as candi- 
dates to succeed him. The King said “ it would be hard if 
Cambridge had a Unitarian chancellor *, and Oxford a Popish 
one.*' This was a strong declaration against Lord Grenville 
for his advocacy of Catholic emancipation, and Lord Eldon 
construed it into a pledge to suj)port himself — which he 
evidently thought had been violated. For some unexplained 
reason, a party at court brought forward tlic Dul«c of Beau- 
fort, a very respectable nobleman, but having nothing to 
recommend him except his higli lineage, and that he kept 
near Oxford the best appointed pack of fox-hounds in 
all England. On this occurrence Lord Eldon Avrote to a 
friend : — 

“ After it was fully iiiulerstood that the Duke of Beaufort had 
refused to be a candidate, and some of his nearest connections had 
canvassed for me, he has become a eandidate. This makes con- 
fusion more confused ; but I shall stand it out, as I have consented 
to stand — for I cannot he made a fool of with my own consent ; 
and therefore, if both the D. of B. and I go to the wall, and Gren- 
ville succeeds, my consolation is that I am not to blame.” 

At the close of the poll the numbers were, Beaufort, 238. 
Eldon, 393. Grenville, 406. Lord Eldon was more hurt 

by this disappointment than by any he ever experienced in 

« 

^ * 'Hie Duke of Grafton, then Chancellor of Cambridge, openly attended the 
Unitarian meeting-house in Kssex Street. 
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]iis life. He declared that he hod been atrociously ill used; CHAP, 
he suspected that even the King had betrayed him, and he 
loudly blustered about resigning the Great ^al — of course^ a o isos, 
without for a moment having had any such intention. The 
worst of it was, that in virtue of his oifficc of High Steward 
of the University, he ought to have officiated at the inau- 
guration of the new Chancellor. Thus he poured forth his 
grief in a letter to Sir William : — 


I have written to the King, to know whether any part of my His resent- 
conduct could justify the Oxford reports, that I had not his sup- 
port, or that he was hurt that I did not give way to Beaufort. Kinj^r and 
From him I have had a satisfactory letter. I still think that I can’t 
remain (with the public opinion that I have not been supported) 
where I am ; and I persuade myself that if I feel compelled to 
retire from my great oUicc, because I don't choose to sacrifice tlic 
pretensions of a man long labouring for the public, to a fox-hunting 
Duke, I shall not fail to have your approbation. I have received 
a letter from the Duke of Richmond, in answer to a complaint of 
mine, that he liad no reason to believe I had the support of Go- 
vernment ! ! ! As to what 1 am to do about the High Stewardship, 

I am willing to pause : hut, upon looking into tlie statutes, and my 
oath of oflice, 1 may be called upon to do what I never wdll do. 

The short result seems to me to be, and perhaps tlie best result, 
that a few weeks will send me to dear Eucombe as a resting-place 
between vexation and the grave.” 


He irsscrtcd that the Duke of Beaufort’s committee liarl 
turned the election by voting against him ; and in a letter to 
Ills daughter-in-law, he said, Aristocratic combination beat 
me, and without combination it could not have hurt me. Of 
private ingratitude I have seen much, that gives more pain 
than the gout. Ingratitude bites hard.” 

Among the ungrateful, it is pretty clear that in his own 
mind he numbered George IIL, whom he considered indebted 
to him for still wearing the crown. The King’s letter to Oimpli- 
him, if his Majesty was quite sincere, ought to have appeased 

him: — him from 


** Wimlsor Cftsllc, Doc. 16 th, 

“The King has received the Chancellor’s letter, and' sincerely thi»Nub- 
concurs w'itli him in lamenting the i.s.suc of the contest at Oxford, 
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both on public grounds, and from motives personal to the Chan- 
cdlor. His Majesty desires the Chancellor will feel assured that 
he has approved his conduct throughout the whole course of this 
business, as well by allowing liimself to be named a candidate^ and 
as continuing so to the close of the poll ; his Majesty being very 
sensible that he could not, with honour or with advantage to the 
general cause, retire, after his friends had been engaged to sup- 
port Ids well-founded pretensions. 

“ Geougk R.” 

Notwithstanding his professions of entire belief in the 
King’s good fiiitli, the following letter to Sir William, I 
think, indicates that suspicions on the subject still haunted his 
mind, and that he was reconciled to the notion of retaining 
the Great Seal chiefly by considerations that this course was 
for his own advantage : — 

“If I doubted the King’s good faith, I should not hesitate one 
moment ; but considering what we wore pledged to, wdth reference 
to fdniy before this unfortunate business was engaged in, — to 
stand by him on hh account, and on that ouh/, — if he has kept 
good faith, I doubt whether I can contribute to the immediate 
destruction of the Administration by iny resignation, and whether 
then I shall not be told that 1 Juive ruined the K., as I have ruined 
the D. of 11., more esp(*cially as the question of its existence, if T re- 
main, is ])robably a (jiiestion of a week ora fortnight. Independent 
of this, all my own reasoning, and every fact you state to me, niake 
resignalioii the step I ought to take; and this 1 must discuss with 
you when I se(i you. Yours, 

« Kldon.” 

It required little persuasion on the part of Sir William to 
drive away this fancy of resignation, by which the Chancellor 
himself could not have been himself lor a moment deceived, 
for he woidd quite as soon have put a voluntary end to his 
natural as to his official existence. 

As long as George III. was able to execute the func- 
tions of government. Lord Eldon served him zealously and 
laithfully, and jierhaps their friendship did not suffer any 
abatement ; but I do not subsequently find any marks of 
fond iiilvrcourse between them as in former times, and the 
Chancellor now began to strive gradually to insinuate himself 
into the good graces of the Prince of Wales. 
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Certainly the situation of Mr. Perceval’s new Ministry CIIAP^ 
seemed very inauspicious. It had serious dangers to en- 
counter from the distractions which still prevailed in the Tory ^ ^ 
party, and it had to undertake the defence of the Walcheren 
expedition, which was not more disastrous than ill-planned, 

— while the orders in council were rapidly tending to involve 
us in war with America. 

The last session of Parliament held while George III. Lonl El- 
actually sat upon the throne began in January, 1810 , and 
was very tempestuous. Lord Eldon was sullering from ill oflicos in 
health, and he took no part in the debates respecting the 
Walcheren expedition, and the warlike oi)crations in the 
Peninsula; but he was forced up to opj)oso a bill which 
the House of Coinmons had passed to forbid the granting 
of offices in reversion, lie said: Sir Matthew Hale, who 
would ever continue to be considered as an ornament, if not 
an oracle, to the profession to which he had belonged, had, he 
knew, highly disapproved of reversions, — as had Lord Coke. 

But still, their authority was not to be decisive of the 
question. We ought to be cautious how we meddled with 
a system wdiich had been the practice of the Constitution for 
three centuries. He did not deny that some good might be 
effected by judicious regulation, — by the curtailment of 
emoluments in some cases, and hy their total abolition in 
others. Without inquiry, however, it woidd not become 
their Lordships to legislate upon the subject; and no inquiry, 
he believed, would warrant the House in going to the length 
proposed in this bill. Whatever the censure which he might 
incur for his dislike to innovation, he never could consent 
to legislate in the dark ; but he protested against being con- 
sidered as the enemy of all reform, merely because he was 
averse to reform which he could not understand. He had 
himself procured reversions for members of liis own family, 
as former Chancellors had done, — and certainly without the 
smallest conception that he was doing any thing of an olyec- 
tlonable nature. Having done this, he now desired to avow 
it ; though certainly the value of the offices so bestowed by 
himself, altogether, was not sufficient to make the* validity 
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CItlAP. or invalidity of the gifts a matter of any great uneasiness 
to the expectants.” The bill was thrown out by a majority 
a^.181o. of 100 to 67 .* 

The Chancellor was next alarmed by a bill of Sir S. 
lie opposes Komilly’s^ which had passed the Commons^ to abolish the 
to*aboi\sii punishment of death for the oflfence of privately stealing in a 
the punish- ghop to the .value of 5 s. Commenting upon a very just 
death for observation, that certainty is of more importance than se- 
the^ljahie^ Verity of punishment, with a view to deter from the com- 
of5«. mission of crimes,” he chose to represent that those who 
were for mitigating the severity of the penal code, wished 
that each offence should invariably be visited by the same 
degree of secondary punishment, — whereas they only con- 
tended that the highest punisliment that it would be proper 
to inflict in any case should be defined — leaving extenuating 
circumstances still to have their due weight. After contend- 
ing for the necessity of some discretion being left in the 
Judge, he said, remember a whole family indicted be- 
fore me for stealing a single sheep. It was a case of pe- 
culiar hardship. These poor people were driven to the 
commission of a capital crime by tlic pressing calls of fiiminc 
— exhausted nature, no longer able to bear the restraint of 
hiunaii laws, threw aside every consideration of honesty, and 
these unhappy wretches committed an offence which subjected 
them to a capital punishment. Now, my Lords, no man 
living could say that this was a case where the J udge should 
have no discretion. There is no man living who could go 
through such a trial without feeling that he should commit a 
greater crime than the unhappy “wretches themselves, if he 
permitted the law to take its course. — I shall now mention 
a case where the principle is applicable the other way. It 
likewise occurred before me, during the short time I had the 
honour to be Chief Justice of the Common Pleas. A man 
was indicted for stealing a horse, of the small value of 7 s, dd., 
and which he had sold for that sum to a horse-butcher. The 
jury found him guilty, and you will be surprised pcrhajis to 
learn, that for so trifling an offence I suffered th 6 law to 


• 15 Pari. Deb. 597. GOO. 
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tako its course. The punishment of deaths for this offence CHAP^ 
only, might appear extremely harsh ; but, my Lords, in this 
instance, I was guided by the nature of the evidence in the ^ 

course of the trial, the detail of which I have now fresh upon ^ 
my memory. It appeared, I think, that on the prisoner 
were found skeleton keys of all the turnpike gates within 
twenty miles of London, which he had manifestly procured 
for the purpose of carrying on the regular business of a horse- 
stealer. When we talk of the severity of the punishment, 
the objection to the law is much diminished by the practice 
of it : for it is severe only by its frequent execution, whereas 
in practice its execution is extremely rare. It is needless for 
us to differ about theories, if the practice reconciles the 
difference.” * — He was thus obliged to rely upon the fact 
that the punisluncnt wliich the law awarded was not usually 
inflicted ; and he seems to justify the principle that to 
trespass on a common should be made a capital offence, because 
the trespasser may have a pistol or a dose of arsenic in his 
pocket, and ought to be hanged as if convicted of highway 
robbery or murder. I make great allowance for narrow-minded 
prejudice ; but it would be to confound all the distinctions 
of right and wrong not to praise the enlightened efforts 
of Ilomilly, and not to censure the systematic opposition of 
Eldon, by which they were long rendered ineffectual. The 
bill was of course thrown out, — and for years following, 
juries went on finding on their oath that goods of the 
value of 50/. were under the value of 5.v., — judges pro- 
nouncing sentences of death which they never meant should 
be executed — in a rare • instance, perhaps, a cruel, or 
fantastical, or careless judge allowing the law to take its 
course, and bringing great scandal on tlic administration of 
justice, t 

I have great pleasure, however, in coming to Lord Eldon’s 

• 17 Pari. Deb. 200. 

t While I went the Oxford Circuit, n man was handed at Gloucestcf by 
mistake, from there liaving been some delay in forwarding the reprieve fr«>m 
Hereford. The .sheriff, on account of the trifling nature of the offence, confi- 
dcntly expected that a reprieve would come, and delayed the execution to the 
last minute. It did conic when the executioner was cutting down tlv^ dead man 
from the gibbet. , 



240 


REIGN OP GEORGE III. 


CHAP. 

CC. 


A.D. 1810. 
His able 
vindication 
. of parlia- 
ntnentary 
privilege. 


His oppo- 
sition to 
Catholic* 
emancipa- 
tion. 


able vindication, against Erskine, of the right of the two 
Houses of Parliament to commit for breach of privilege, in 
analogy to the riglit of courts of law to commit for contempt. 
" He appealed to all the judicial authorities, if the process of 
attachment for contempts was not as much a part of the lex 
terree as trial by jury. If a similar power were not allowed 
to the House of Commons, how could they possibly exercise 
their inquisitorial functions? lie asked if Lords Somers, 
Covvper, Nottingham, or any of the most illustrious of his 
predecessors, had ever hesitated to commit in cases of con- 
tempt? Nay, a case had occurred of a libel upon a decree 
of his noble and learned friend (Erskine) when holding the 
Great Seal, when the great champion of * trial by jury ’ him- 
self committed the parties — a husband and his wife, with 
their attorney — to the Fleet ; and very rightly, for they 
had all joined in composing, printing, and publishing the 
libel.” * 

The only other subject on wliich he spoke during the ses- 
sion w*as one on which I always read his speeches with entire 
respect, although I do not jigrec in their reasoning, — for they 
were spoken with i)erfcct sincerity as well as seeming earnest- 
ness, and many most enlightened men continued to share 
with him the sentiments which he exjn’essed. The Earl of 
Donoiighraore having moved that a petition from the Irish 
Catholics should be referred to a committee of the whole 
House, The Chancellor declared that he was too sensible of 
the blessings of civil and religious liberty which the country 
enjoyed to risk them on a speculation of which no one could 
inform him the grounds. He would continue to support the 
l*rotestant church as by law established, although he might 
be called a bigot or a monk. He did think it but reasonable 
to inquire before going into a committee, what it was intended 
to substitute in the room of those sacred outworks and bul- 
warks of the Constitution thus asked to be removed. At 
present they knew not even what terms the petitioners would 
be pleased to accept. The proposed Veto he considered 
nothing. That, and other securities talked of, could not bp 


• 17 Pari. Dell. 591. 
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consdentiously agreed to by the Boman Catholics^ and dis- 
honest men could not be good subjects. The penal enact- 
ments against them were not framed to disqualify for religious 
opinions^ but to guard against the political consequences 
necessarily connected with that faith which acknowledged a 
foreign supreme authority. He could never consent^ on mere 
speculation^ to tamper with the actual state of happiness the 
country enjoyed — a state of happiness from which the Irish 
Catholics were not excluded — and which for a century and 
a half had rendered us the envy of the world. He would 
not interfere with this in the dark, or go into a committee, in 
which, for aught he yet knew, propositions might be made 
which would render the Protestants in a few mouths as much 
the objects of commiseration to the noble carl as the Ca- 
tholics were at present.” — However, there was now a minority 
of 68 to 154*, and hopes were entertained that the relief 
prayed for would soon be granted from a sense of generosity 
and justice — as a boon, — instead of being deferred till it 
should be extorted by combination and violence, — when it 
would lose half its value, and would- lay the foundation of 
future perils to the empire. 

* ly.lVl. Deb. 40^—140. 
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CHAPTER CCI. 

CONTINUATION OF THE LIFE OF 1.0ED ELDON TILL THE PEINCE 
EEGENT FOR EVER RENOUNCED THE WHIGS. 

In the latter part of the year 1810, it seemed as if Lord 
Eldon’s official career were certainly drawing to a close. All 
attempts to induce Lord Castlcrcagh to join Mr. Perceval 
had proved ineffectual, and the Whig Opposition, led by 
Lord Grey and Lord Grenville, was becoming more and 
more formidable. But an event, which was expected to 
precipitate the fall of the Tories, in the result kept them 
in power many years. Though they could not have stood 
much longer under their old patron, George III., they be- 
came irresistible under the Regency of the Prince of Wales, 
who was as yet believed to be impatient for an opportunity 
of crushing them. 

Parliament stood prorogued to the Ist of November. Be- 
fore that day arrived, his Majesty was labouring under a 
paroxysm of mental malady which rendered it utterly im- 
possible for the Chancellor to pass a commission for opening 
the proceedings of the session, or ordering a further proroga- 
tion. From former experience we may conjecture that if this 
bold functionary could have obtained the royal signature to 
the commission, he would have ‘Considered himself justified 
in acting upon it, without trying the royal competency upon 
the principles which decide the validity of the deeds and 
contracts of private individuals * ; but, at an interview which 
he had witli the King, at Windsor, on the 29th of October, to 
sec whether there could not be some arrangement for the march 
of public business without an open disclosure of the calamity 


* It would have been but a small liberty to have passed this commission* for 
there ha(j^l)een an order made at a council, at which the King presided, to pro- 
brogue Parliainent from the Ist to the 2!)th of November, and to prepare a com- 
mission for this purpose. 
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with which tbe nation wi£ again visited^ he found his Majesty CHAP, 
in the custody of Dr. Robert Willis and other physicians, 
in a state of such excitement, that the notion of proceeding a. d. isro. 
by a commission signed by him was necessarily abandoned. 

The diflSculty of treating with him where writing was re- 
quired was much increased by the circumstance that his eye- 
sight had been long decaying, and that he was now nearly 
blind. 

On Thursday, the 1st of November, the House met, and proceed- 
the Chancellor concluded an explanation of the circumstance hSusc of^ 
of there being no commission, by saying, It remains for 
me to state that the indisposition of his Majesty has arisen sioL 
from the pressure of domestic affliction operating upon his 
paternal feelings, and I have the satisfaction to add, that a 
confident expectation is entertained of his Majesty’s speedy 
recovery.”* The King had been much affected by the illness 
and death of his favourite daughter, the Princess Amelia ; but 
the physicians, when examined before the Privy Council, 
said that they could not ascribe his former attacks of the 
same sort to any particular cause.” f The House adjourned 
for a fortnight, and the Lord Chancellor addressed letters 
to all peers requiring their attendance. f At the end of that Nov. 15. 
period, on his statement that the physicians were sanguine 
in the hope of his Majesty’s speedy recovery, although ho 
had actually been supposed to be dying, a fartJier adjourn- 
ment of a fortnight was agi’ecd to. In answer to an insinua* 

• The following totiching note from Queen ChnTlotte to Loril Eldon shows 
that he had in vain tried to see the I^ing again before going to the House of 
Lords : — 

“ Windsor, Nov. 2d, 1810. 

“ The Queen feels, more than she has words to express, the attention shown 
her by the Lord Chancellor and his colleagues, in making an excuse for not 
calling upon her yesterday. She is perfectly sensible that the subject it related 
to would have been cejualiy painful to both parties ; and is highly sensible of the 
delicacy of the conduct of the I^ird Chancellor, Marquis of Wellesley, and Mr. 

Ryder, to whom she begs her compliments. 

. ** Our domestic misfortunes arc truly severe; but I trust Providence will carry 
us through. Chahlotte." 

t There used to be a strong disposition to impute the King's illnesses to 
excitement, produced by his resistance to Catholic Kiriancipation ; but in 1 7bVi, 
in 1788, and in 1810, he was struck by the malady when Catholic Kmancipatioii 
was not talked of, and when his Government was going on very sinootffly. 
t 18 Pari. Deb. 1. 
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tipn that a commission might have been produced for pr^ 
roguing parliament^ Lord Grey said, that if Ministers h^ 
ventured to do any act which by the Constitution can only 
flow from the personal exercise of the royal functions, they 
would have merited the strongest reprehension of every 
reflecting man^ and that the indignation of the whole CQuntiy ' 
would have been most justly excited.”* At the next adjoumr 
ment the Lord Chancellor excused himself for not affixing 
the Great Seal to a commission without having the sign 
manual of his Majesty — darkly hinting that he might have 
done so. If he liad acted wrong,” he said, he wished 
their Lordships to decide. He had acted unquestionably 
according to his conscience, and that told him he had acted 
as he ought. Their Lordships would bear in their reepL 
lection that the monarchy was hereditary — that the King of 
this country was king in his infancy — liis old age — in health 
and in sickness ; and if they should transfer the exercise of 
the royal functions from him, they did away with his au^* 
thority altogether.” f There was a division on the motion 
for a further adjournment, which was carried by 88 to 56. 

The Whigs, confident in the delusive hope that they were 
to step into office as soon as a Regency Bill passed, were for 
pushing on proceedings as expeditiously as possible ; and the 
Ministers, with equal certainty, considering this as their 
death warrant, struggled to defer it by all practicable delays. 

At last, committees of both Houses were appointed to 
examine the King’s physicians, — when some very curious in- 
formation was elicited respecting the present and former ill- 
nesses of his Majesty, and the manner in which his ■Ministers'' 
had communicated with him. J 

The mode of proceeding to provide for the exercise of the 
royal authority being debated, the Chancellor strongly ar- 
gued for following the precedent of 1789, and declared that 
for his own part, as the Great Seal was intrusted to him 


• 18 Pari. Deb. 6. 14. 18. 

f The vice of this reasoning is, that it regards only the individual supposed 
to be on the throne, •— iitte. ly forgetting the hereditary hature of tlic office, and 
the purpe sos for whicl) it exists. 
t 18 Pari. Deb. 75— 229. 
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by his Majesty^ he therefore would not give it up till he CHAP, 
knew that some one was legally appointed to receive it out 
of his hands.”* He denied that the Prince of Wales could a,o, isio. 
have any right to govern during his father’s lifetime; he 
maintained tW the office of Begent could only be created by 
Act of Parliament ; and declared that any address of the two 
Houses to the Prince of Wales, asking him to exercise the pre- 
rogatives of the Crown, would be treasonable, f 

Nevertheless, all the Princes of the blood royal (including Protest of 
the Duke of Cumberland) joined in a solemn protest against orcmnber- 
thqse proceedings, " as perfectly unconstitutional, and subver- oil 

sive of the principles that seated their family upon the 
throne of these realms.” This was forwarded to the Chan- 
cellor with the following note : — 

Thursday (Dec. 20th). 

“ My dear Lord, 

** I cannot, without feeling the greatest regret, enclose to you a 
paper signed, as you will see, by all of us ; not from its contents 
being contrary to the bearings of ray mind, which has, God knows, 
been occupied for some time upon this unfortunate calamity, but 
from there appearing a difference of opinion between yourself and 
myself; and I believe you cannot doubt, if ever one man is 
sincerely attached to another from having tlie highest veneration, 
esteem, and, I may add, a sort of filial love, tliat man is myself, 
and it is therefore a most painful task for me to differ on this 
occasion ; but I hope and trust that this will be the onlg time. 

For the hurry and bad writing of this note excuse me, but I am 
. anxious you should receive this as early as possible. 

Believe me, 

“ Yours very sincerely, 

“Eilnest.*' 

While this discussion was pending, an incident arose which 
very strikingly showed how tlic two Houses of Parlmmcnt> 

>vere usurping kingly power. An issue of money was wanted J*" 
from the Exchequer for the army and navy, and it could not 
by law be obtained without the royal sign-manual. Lord 
Eldon, the prop of the monarchy, and the stickler for ancient 

• 18 ParL Deb. 459. 
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rules, joined in a resolution of the Lords and Commons*, by 
which the money was ordered to issue, even without going 
through the form of forging the King’s signature, f 

At length the phantom” appeared, and while the un- 
happy King was universally known to be under necessary 
coercion, and wholly unconscious of what was passing 
beyond the walls of his own apartment in Windsor Castle, 
the Lord Chancellor ordered the Commons to be. summoned, 
to hear read a commission which he had received from his 
Majesty, — and when they had arrived at the bar, he thus 
proceeded : — My Lords and Gentlemen : Forasmuch as for 
certain causes his Majesty cannot conveniently be present 
here in his royal person, a commission has been issued, under 
the Great Seal, authorising the Lords in the said commission 
named to declare the causes of your meeting, and to do, in 
all respects, in his Majesty’s name.” He then, by the autho- 
rity in his Majesty’s commission, and in his Majesty’s name, 
called their attention to the afflicting circumstance of his 
Majesty’s indisposition, and to the necessity of making due 
and suitable provision for the care of his Miijesty’s sacred 
person, the maintenance of his royal dignity, and the exercise 
of his royal authority, in such manner and to such extent as 
the exigency of the case appeared to require.” } 

When the liegcncy Hill came up from the Commons, and 
the clause was discussed vesting the patronage of all the 
household offices in the Queen, Lord Lansdowne moved, as 
an amendment, that the arrangement of those offices should * 
be made by a separate Act of Parliament, to be subsequently 
passed. This being strongly opposed by Lord Liverpool, 
Lord Grey sharply assailed the Chancellor, who was sup- 
posed to be trying to defeat a previous resolution which, 
against the strenuous efforts of the Ministers, the Lords had 
passed, — That the Queen’s authority should be limited to 
the sole direction of such portion of his Majesty’s household 
as should be deemed requisite and suitable for the due at- 

• A |\j;otest against this resolution was signed by nil the Royal Dukes. 

t 18 Pari. Deb. 7%'. f Ib. 829. 
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tendance on his Majesty’s sacred person, and the maintenance 
of his royal dignity,” — saying, that ^^the effect of the enact- 
ment, in its present shape, would be to give the Queen about 
forty-seven appointments, and the Kegent only two. The 
noble lord, he believed, was actuated by conscientious feel- 
ings ; the frequency of his appeal to those feelings was evi- 
dence of their sincerity, and he besought him, therefore, to 
indulge the same honourable sentiment in the discharge of his 
political, as he was proverbially accustomed to do in his legal 
and judicial functions. Suppose the ctisc (and he put it di- 
rectly to the noble and learned lord, who had high judicial 
duties to perform in another place) of a person deceased, by 
whose will a portion of the estate was directed to be applied 
to the support of the aged widow, while tlic remainder was 
to devolve to the eldest son, for the general purposes of main- 
taining himself and tlic members of the family in the rank 
and station to which they belonged. W ould the noble and 
learned lord interpret the intention of the testator to be, 
that forty-seven sliares (for that was the proportion of the 
household to be given to the Queen) should belong to the 
widow, and two to the heir ? With respect to that i)art of 
the bill which provided for the resumption of 4he royal 
authority upon Ids Majesty’s recovery, he would say that no 
one — not even any of the noble lords on the other side of 
the House — would more sincerely rejoice at the arrival of 
that period than himself ; but he must have other authority 
for the fiict of such recovery, than the mere i)utting of the 
Great Seal to a commission in his Majesty’s name. Con- 
sidering what had taken place on two former occjisions, when 
it was notorious that the Great Seal had been employed, as if 
by his Majesty’s command, at a time when lie was under the 
care and actual restraint of a physician, for a malady similar 
to that by which he w^as now afflicted, the noble and learned 
.lord must excuse him for saying there must be better autho- 
rity produced than his declaration, for his Majesty’s recovery. 
Nothing short of an examination of the physicians by their 
Lordships could afford that proof of it which woulcj satisfy 
his mind.” 
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The Lord Chancellor left the woolsack, and said, — ** The 
allusions of the noble carl were so marked that he could not 
suppress the feeling they had excited, nor omit to take the 
earliest opportunity of answering them; and he trusted, 
therefore, that the committee would pardon him for trespass- 
ing on their attention. If he had occasionally referred to the 
rule of his own conscience, it was because that was the rule 
by which, from the outset of his public life to the present 
hour, he had endeavoured to regulate his conduct. Confident 
in the probity of his intentions, and assured of the integrity 
Avith which he had laboured to perforin his official duties, both 
to the Sovereign and the public, he would now repeat that he 
not only did not decline, but distinctly challenged, the strictest 
inquiry into his conduct. Nor would he scruple to declare 
that no fear, no influence of any kind, should deter him from 
doing again what lie had already done, if he conceived it 
necessary to the interests of the King his master, or of the 
country at large. Of his Majesty he never could speak with- 
out gratitude for the favours, the obligations, the King had 
heaped upon him; nor think, without the acutest sensibility, 
of that unhappy malady by which his Sovereign was oppressed, 
lleports of physicians should not operate, nor threats within or 
without the doors of that House, to prevertt him from exer- 
cising his own judgment in whatever regarded the interests 
of his royal master. Rather than desert his allegiance by 
shrinking from any step pointed out to him by his duty and 
his office, he would bear to perish ignoininiously on the scaf- 
fold. Ill every case Avliicli might arise, he Avould act upon 
his official responsibility, and content himself with leaving 
the consequences to Heaven. In what he had done upon the 
occasion alluded to by the noble earl, he had pursued, under 
the solemn obligation of an oath, the course which his judg- 
ment prescribed to him. He felt himself, therefore, superior 
to the uncalled-for imputation of the noble earl ; and until 
his country should tell him he had done wrong, he should 
rest satisfied with his own conduct in that matter. No man 
was entitled to charge him Avith a criminal act. He had long 
jind faithfully served a most gracious master, at the most 



LIFE OF LORD ELDOlf. 249 

critical moment this country had ever known.” After 

praising his own exertions to put down treason and seditioni 

which, with the personal character of the Sovereign, he sojid, a. d. isii, 
had saved the country, he thus continued : — Into the 
transactions of 1801 and 1804, I again say, that I challenge - 
the strictest inquiry. The opinions of physicians, though 
entitled to great attention, are not to bind me absolutely ; I 
must act, and I have always acted, on iny oath and to the 
best of my own judgment : charges, therefore, and menaces 
arc indifferent to me. Let them come, — I am ready to en- , 
counter them ; impavidum ferieuL To the daily scandal 
poured out against me, I will not condescend to reply ; nor 
will I ask of the noble lord to trust me. 1 have been 
attacked and reviled ; but I disregard it. Actions which I 
have never done have been imputed to me, and actions which 
I have done have been swollen and distorted by misrepre- 
sentation and calumny. In the newspapers, I may read 
to-morrow, as I have often read before, sentiments and 
expressions attributed to me of which I am totally uncon- 
scious; but all this I can view Avithout pain, I never 
refer to those diurnal publications without discovering 
errors and misrepresentations as to myself; but the coii- 
sciousnQSs of rectitude and integrity is sufficient to sustain my 
equanimity. I have been significantly asked whether 1 
would supersede a commission of lunacy against the opinion 
physicians. 1 have often done so* Pcrha])s I may have 
/oeon wrong in so doing, but again I repeat, I have acted on 
' my conscience. AV^ith respect to tho clause now under con- 
sideration, I will say, using an expression which I borrow 
from one well skilled in the science of human nature, that 
I know not how * to disquantity the train’ t of my royal 
master. I am asked what I would do in the Court of Chan- 
cery if the present clause came before me, in connection witli 

* A seemingly bold assertion ; but I think the true meaning must be, that 
ho superseded commissions of lunacy, some physicians swearing that the party 
was still a lunatic, while otliers, on whose judgment he more relied, swore to 
a perfect recovery. Hut the King’s physicians, whom he rather tries here to 
depreciate, although eager to give the most favourable account ii«ssiblc, had 
unaniinousiy agreed in his Majesty’s incompctciu-y. • 

t King Lear, Act. i. $*ccne '1. 
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CHAP« the resolution on which it is founded ? I answer, that the 
resolution is not of such certainty that* a Court could deal 
A. i>. 1811 . with it at all. If I am asked my own view, I say that I deem 
the whole of the household to be ^ requisite and suitable for 
the due attendance on his Majesty’s sacred person and the 
maintenance of his royal dignity : ’ those are the words of 
the resolution, — and therefore, according to the principle of ^ 
that resolution, the whole of the household ought, in my sin- 
cere opinion, to be in the gift of her Majesty. In saying this, 

I speak with the same tender regard to conscience as if I were 
acting in a judicial capacity. I will tell this House, — I will 
tell every man who hears me, — I will tell all his Majesty’s 
subjects, — that the last thing I would do in the Court 
in which I sit, would be to remove from any man 
labouring under an affliction such as has unhappily befallen 
his Majesty, the comforts which become his condition, and to 
which he has been accustomed. For myself, let me but see 
my Sovereign well, and then let me depart in peace. I can- 
not take my heart out of my breast, and forget that my most 
gracious master is a man. Let those who can do so, do it. 

I am not made of such impenetrable stuff; I have neither the 
nerve nor the apathy requisite for suefi stern and unrelenting 
duty. Until liis Majesty shall vacate his throne by descend- 
ing into his grave, to no other person shall I acknowledge 
myself a subject. Before I sit down, I must make my solemn 
protest against the principle upon Avhich the proposed distri- 
bution of tlie household patronage is argUed; as if the go- 
vernment of this country could not be carried on, except upon 
a system the most unconstitutional, the most degrading, and 
I will even say the most Jacobinical, that was ever suggested 
by the most inveterate enemies of the Constitution. What ! 
Arc your Lordships to be told that no Master of the Horse, 
no Groom of the Stole, no Lord Steward of the Household, 
has the least consideration’ for the country, — but that their 
votes in this House will be controlled and directed by those 
to whom they owe their respective appointments ? If this be 
the case^ I have got, at the end of my life, into such company 
as I never was placed in at the beginning of it. But I can- 
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not believe that the noble persons about me, — the descend- 
ants of those whose virtues and talents adorn the history of 
this great country, — can be influenced by the unworthy 
motives thus ascribed to them. The Kcgent, to be sure, will 
be subject to restrictions ; but the King himself, in this coun- 
try, is a limited monarch. His Majesty, whatever his men- 
tal state, must be King until he descends into the grave. I 
can never discharge it from my recollection, that the commit- 
tee has two objects to accomplish : it has to provide for the 
stability and security of the govcrniiicnt ; but it has also to 
provide for the safe and effectual resumption of the royal 
functions on the part of his Majesty, whenever Ins recovery 
shall be fully ascertained. I feel the importance of the 
former consideration ; but I fed also that, in taking care for 
his Majesty’s restoration to liis government, we are providing 
in the most effectual manner for the true interests and for 
the ultimate security of the state. Your Lordships, there- 
fore, should not diminish the splendour that surrounds liis 
Majesty, but preserve it in all its plenitude. I remember, 
and with a satisfaction which will terminate only with my 
life, the part which I^ook in the discussions of 1780 : I will 
act on the same principles now. My conduct on that occa- 
sion obtained for me tlie appi'obatlon of my gracious master, 
as I trust will my conduct in the present crisis. I Iiavc no 
reason to change tlic opinion which I gave in a former debate 
respecting the probabilities of his recovery. Far from it: 
for, in addition to what I then said, I have now the satisfac- 
tion of acquainting the House, that this actual state gives in- 
creased expectations of tliat happy result. I am not ambi- 
tious of continuing In place ; I am incapable of entertaining 
any interested views at such a period as the present.” The 
report states, that ‘Mic concluded a speech, delivered through- 
out with peculijir solemnity of manner, l)y rcj>cating his 
regard and veneration for his Majesty, and his intention to 
oppose the amendment.”* 

In spite of these arguments, and the hardy announcement 
of the improvement in his Majesty’s health, whicli, was cal- 




CHAP. 

CCI. 


A.n. 1811. 


• IS Pari. Deb. lOlG, 



252 

CHAP. 

CCI. 


Jan. 28 . 
18 U. 

Lord 

Eldon's de- 
light in the 
. approba- 
tion of his 
conscience. 


REIGN OP GEORGE III. 

culatcd to have still greater weighty the amendment was carried 
by a majority of 107 to 98.* 

Three days after, the Chancellor, feeling that he had been 
rather damaged in his rencounter with Lord Grey, took the 
opportunity of an amendment being moved by Lord Gren- 
ville for the purpose of accelerating the determination of the 
restrictions on the Regent, to renew his defence : I rej)eat 
my denial,” said he, of the charge with which I was assailed 
on a former evening. There are many noble lords now 
present who well know how complete a justification I possess 
against all the accusations aimed at me. Nay, some of those 
who formed part of an Administration with me, and acted 
with me then, sit now on the bench with my accusers, 
and must be convinced that all I said in my vindication 
is strictly true. What I did, I did with the concurrence and 
with the approbation of all my colleagues ; but I would have 
done it, even had I differed from every man among them. 
Nay, I say that, acting conscientiously, so help me God, 
I could not have done otherwise than I did. Whilst I have 
the approbation of my own conscience, I am ready to incur 
every risk, and submit to all the respojjjsibility to which I am 
exposed by the faithful discharge of my duty. But what, I 
will ask, is the nature of the crime imputed to me ? Why, 
that on the occasions in question I acted in obedience to his 
Majesty’s commands. What woidd the noble earl (Lord 
Grey) have thought of my conduct, if I had refused com- 
pliance? What kind of crime would the noble lord have 
held me guilty of, if I had dared to disobey the positive 
commands of the Sovereign? I acted then upon my con- 
science, and to the best of my judgment : my rule of conduct 
is the same on this occasion. I will act on my oath, in 
despite of the opposition of the whole world. It is my 
opinion, so help me God, that there is a most material 
amendment in his Majesty. It is little more than forty-eight 
hours since I had an opportunity of ascertaining this im- 
provement f; and I trust in God that my gracious master 

* 18 ParV Hist. 1026 . 

‘f In an account of the same interview, in a private letter to Sir William, he 
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Will live many years, to be, as he has always oeen, me oene- ■ 

factor of his subjects.” In delivering this very indiscree*. 

address, which takes a false issue on the fact. Lord Eldon a.i>. isu. 
really seems to have thought that he was sitting in the Court 
of Chancery, and lecturing a young barrister who would not 
dare to reply to him. 

Lord Grey, as might have been expected, rose with calm Lord 
dignity, and, by an appeal to dates and events which could 
not be controverted, made good his charge. After taunt- against 
ing him with his delusive langujige about the King’s speedy ^ 
recovery, he thus proceeded : In performing wliat I 

conceive to be my duty to your Lordships and to my 
country, I am bound to arraign the noble and learned lord 
for an offence little short of high treason. In bringing this 
iiccusation against the noble and learned lord, I will not 
conceal, that it is my intention to deal as severely with him 
as I possibly can ; but, at the same time, as justly as the', im- 
portance of the question and the solemnity of the case re- 
quire. The rigid and impartial line of public duty I shall 
strictly observe towards the noble and learned lord, deter- 
mined that neither hjg agitation nor his tears shall deter me 
from arraigning him, if I shall find that he has been guilty 
of what 1 cannot but consider all but treason. I'hc noble 
and learned lord asks, ‘ What is the designation of that criino 
which a public servant would coinniit in refusing to obey the 
just commands of his Sovereign ? ’ I acknowledge that would 
be treason to the Sovereign; but with my answ'cr I beg 
leave to couple another question : Wliat, I ask, would be the 
character, what the appropriate punishment, of liis offence, 
who, knowing his Sovereign to be actually at the time iii- 
comjietent, — who, in the full conviction of his notorious and 
avowed incapacity, and whilst he was under medical care and 
personal restraint, — should come here and declare that there 
was no necessary suspension of the royal functions; — who, 
under such circumstances, should, in his Majesty’s name, and 

says,.— I saw the King on Saturday for much more than an hour, lie is not 
well, and, 1 fbar, requires time. In tiic midst of tliis state, it is ir.Tpossihlu to 
conceive how right, how pious, how religious, how every thing he should be, he is, 
with the distressing aberrations 1 allude to." — Not quite so encouraging ! 
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CHAP, under the pretext of his Majesty^s commands, put the royal 
which could not be legal without his Majesty’s 
A.D. 1811 , full and complete acquiescence? What, I ask, would be the 
crime of that man who should venture to take such a course ? 
I do not hesitate to pronounce his offence to be treason 
against the Constitution and the country. — With respect 
to the conduct of the noble and learned lord on those former 
occasions to which I before alluded, it is now in evidence 
before your Lordships, that, as well in the year 1801 as 
1804, the King’s name had been used to public acts, and the 
royal authority exercised, at a time when, according to the 
evidence, his Majesty was personally incapable of exercising 
his royal functions. His Majesty’s malady began about the 
12th of February, 1801, and continued without remission till 
the beginning of March. Your Lordships will recollect that 
councils had been held, and members sworn in, during that 
interval. The foreign relations of the country, too, had 
meanwhile undergone a material cliange. Sweden, which 
had been our ally, assumed a hostile aspect, and acceded 
to the Northern confederacy ; and even considerable expedi- 
tions were equipped and sent out. Subsequent to that date 
too, about the 1 7 th of March, another council was held, and 
members sworn at it. Here 1 must beg the attention of your 
Lordships to the circumstance, that, about the 14th or 16th 
of June following, even after he had been declared to be fully 
recovered, his Majesty had a relapse, which, though it did not 
last long, required the aid of attendance. All this took place 
in 1801. — In 1804 I was a member of the other House, 
and, from the anxiety felt by the public upon the subject, I 
considered it my duty to put a question to the noble Viscount 
on the cross bench (SIdmouth), then a member of the other 
House, respecting the state of his Majesty’s health ; and, 
tliough rny noble friend at first endeavoured to shift and evade 
the question, upon being pressed, he ended with saying, that 
* there was no necessary suspension of the royal functions.* 
To a similar question put in this House, the noble lord upon 
the woolsack returned a similar declaration. Certainly the 
noble lord opposite (Lord Liverpool) had made such a de- 
claration, and that was afterwards confirmed by the noble 
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lord on the- woolsack, in this House. Now, by referring to chap. 
the evidence of Dr. Heberden, your Lordships will find, that 
at that very period his Majesty had been iU, and continued a.d. isii. ^ 
in that state from the 12th of February, 1804, to the 23rd 
of April following, when, I believe, he presided at a council — 
a circumstance which most probably was considered as suf- 
ficient proof that his Majesty was well enough to resume his 
royal authority. Within that interval, viz. on the 9th of 
March, a commission was issued under his Majesty’s Great 
Seal, for giving the royal assent to fifteen different bills 
which had passed the two Houses. But still more — the 
noble and learned lord had, on the 5th of IMarch, an interview 
with his Majesty, In consequence of which he felt himself 
warranted in declaring to your Lordships, that his Majesty’s 
intellects were sound and unimpaired. But will this House 
consider a hasty opinion, formed during such an interview, 
which may have taken place at a lucid interval, sufficient to 
outweigh the evidence, upon oath, of physicians I'cgularly and 
constantly in attendance ? Will you not, on the contrary, 
be convinced that it would be a direct breach of the Consti- 
tution, for the highest officer in his Majesty’s service to 
venture, under such circumstances, even during a lucid in- 
terval, to take his Majesty’s pleasure upon high matters of 
state? I will i)ut it even to the noble and learned lord 
himself, whether, in the case of a private individual, who 
should have continued, from the 12 th of February to the 
23nl of April, in a state of lunacy, and might within tliat 
period have been induced by an attorney to make a will, that 
noble lord would consider such a will valid ? If the trans- 
action should subsequently be submitted to the Court of 
Chancery, what would be the feelings of the Court? what 
its just reprobation of the conduct of the attorney ? — The 
charge, therefore, which I have to make upon the noble 
lord before your Lordships, and in the face of the country, 
is this — that he has culpably made use of the King’s 
name without the King’s sanction, and criminally exercised 
the royal functions, when the Sovereign was labouring 
under a moral incapacity to authorise such a proceeding;. 
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and with such a transaction in your view, I will ask your 
Lordships whether you will suffer this bill to pass without 
making effectual provision to prevent the recurrence of 
similar circumstances?— whether, if you should omit to make 
such provision, you will perform your duty to the public, 
whose interest you are bound solemnly to secure and to 
protect? In the evidence of ^Dr. Reynolds it appears that, 
when the King removed to Kew in 1804, he had himself 
ceased to attend him, — and for this reason, that ^ it would 
have a better appearance with the public.’ It was also ap- 
parent from the evidence, that his Majesty was then, and 
till October - continued to be, in such a state as to require 
medical attendance. I am prepjired also to assert, and chal- 
lenge the noble and learned lord to deny the fact, that Dr. 
Simmons and liis attendants had not only been in attendance, 
but exercised control over his Majesty, until the lOth of 
June. For my own part, I shall never consent to suffer a 
Lord Chancellor, a Lord Keei)er, or any man, or set of men, 
however groat or distinguished, to possess himself or them- 
selves of the royal authority under such circumstances, and 
exercise the functions of the Sovereign.” 

Lord Sidmouth took upon himself the responsibility of all 
that had been done in 1801 and 1804; but Lord Moira 
renewed the charge against Lord Eldon, and contrasted his 
conduct with that of Mr. Pitt in 1788, who had never once 
acted in the King’s name when the King was incompetent. 

Lord Eldon again rose, and said : I cannot forbear to 
observe how unfair it is to select me individually from the 
Ministers of 1801 and 1804, and make me the constant 
object of attack. Noble lords should have done me the 
justice to state that the course then adopted was upon the 
opinion, not of myself individually, but of the Administration 
generally ; upon the unanimous opinion, I am proud^to say, 
of many great and honourable men with whom I th^d acted. 
I think I could satisfy any candid man of the propriety of 
my conduct both in 1801 and in 1804. In 1801 I had not 
been member of the Government till the 14th of April, 
.when 1 accepted the Seals in circumstances wherein I could 
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have no motive for it but the commands of his Majesty ; and 
after the 14th of April I knew of no act done which would 
fall within the objection advanced on the other side. In 
1804, several distinguished noblemen, now present among 
your lordsliips, were members of the Cabinet : one of them 
was a noble lord opposite (Earl St. Vincent), who was then 
First Lord of the Admiralty, and who, after being present at 
the examination of the physicians, concurred with the rest of 
the Cabinet in the conduct then pui*sucd. The physicians 
having been all agreed that on the 9th of March his Majesty 
was fully competent to do the act which they had advised him 
to perform, the question now is, Avlicthcr, under that medical 
authority, I was right in doing what I did for the trans- 
action of most important business, or wdiether I ought to 
have left the country to shift for itself. If I had entertained 
the smallest doubt of his Majesty’s competency to direct a 
comnnsslon for giving the royal assent to the bills which 
then awaited that sanction, 1 should have done one of two 
things: either I should have taken upon myself to affix the 
Great Seal to that commission and have applied to Parlia- 
ment for an indemnity, or I should have come to the House 
and made the same declaration as on the 1st of November 
1810. And, even if the evidence of the physicians had been 
less decided than it was, I assert it to be most important to 
the Sovereign, that a Chancellor be not wholly determined 
by medical opinions, so as to suspend the royal authority 
where he himself thinks the King fully competent to exercise 
it. It docs not follow, because the physicians all concurred 
in the acts then done, that I am guilty of any inconsistency 
in saying now, that, whatever might be the report of the 
King’s physicians, I would not consent, on that mere report, 
to dethrone his Majesty, while I myself, in my judginbnt and 
conscic'ji(?e, believed the King adequate to the discharge of 
the royal Sanctions. I must be permitted to state, that the 
great man who was then at the head of the Administration 
(Mr. Pitt) afterwards expressed some surprise, when he found 
that it had been my fixed resolution never to see his Majusty, at 
any time when he could be considered under the control of others^ 
VOL. VII. s 
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or in presence of any persons who might be considered as 
exercising any control over him. My interviews with his 
Majesty at that time were always in the absence of such per- 
sons ; and it was iny firm conviction that I was warranted in 
the course that was then adopted. I knew the dangers of 
this proceeding, but I knew my duty too, and had deter- 
mined to see my Sovereign, and judge of his complaint, when 
he was as free from restraint as any of his subjects whom it 
has been my painful duty to examine under similar circum- 
stances. This was very hazardous to myself ; but I did my 
duty without being deterred by fear of consequences. His 
Majesty, on the 9tli of March, understood the duty which I 
had to perform better than I did myself; this I believe 
I can prove. If I did act wrong, it was with tlie best inten- 
tions, and those will acquit me in the sight of God, if not in 
the opinion of my country.” 

Earl (jrey, to justify his selection of a particular Minister, 
on this occasion rejoined, that the Constitution of the country 
always selects for responsibility the individual Minister, who 
does any particular act ; and it was upon this ground that he 
had singled out the Lord. Chancellor from the rest of his col- 
leagues upon a question of affixing the Great Seal. For 
this he was individually responsible. The Constitution knew 
nothing of the coininittcc called a Cabinet. Every individual 
Minister was responsible for his own conduct. If ever the 
time should come Avhen it might be thought necessary to call 
the serious attention of the House to the conduct of the noble 
and learned lord, the House must determine sinqdy on the 
propriety of his conduct, and not upon the purity of his in- 
tentions, or the coincidence of other people with his opinions. 
As to the statcinent of the noble and learned lord about his 
never Visiting his IMajcsty in the presence of persons under 
whoso control he might be supposed to be, he shovjd only 
observe, that it was not the removal of the persons appointed 
to control his Majesty from the room in which he saw his 
Cliancellor — it was not their removal from an ante-chamber, 
that would justify a Minister in acting as the noble and 
learned lord had done. The absence of all idea of control 
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from liis mind was necessary, before the Chancellor could 

liave, in his name, exercised the royal authority, and adopted 

a line of conduct, which, in this case, he could consider as a d. isii. 
nothing less than usurpation. It appeared from the evidence, 
that from the 12th of February up to the 23rd of April, and 
even so late as the 10th of June in that year, his Majesty 
had been attended by Dr. Simmons and his servants, who 
did exercise a control over the mind of his Majesty. He did 
not mean to say that this control was constantly exerted, or 
that those persons were present when the Sovereign wjis 
visited by the noble and learned lord ; but there was a 
knowledge in tlic King’s mind that those persons were in at- 
tendance, and could be brought forward to control him when- 
ever it might be judged necessary. If such had been the 
circumstances in a former case, he should now call uj)oii their 
Lordships, as peers of the realm, as hereditary guardians of 
the Constitution and of the lib()rti(‘s of the i)eoi)lc, not to sufler 
this usurpation to pass, without taking effectual measures to 
prevent the recurrence of such conduct in future. On the 
7th of May, 1804, at the time his Majesty w^as thus under 
control, the union of the two great political ri\'als (Mr. Fox 
and Mr. Pitt) had been in contemplation, but had been j)rc- 
vented. This too was a subject for serious consideration.” 

Lord Grenville’s amendment being negatived by 1.'19 l-.or(l 
against 122*; the clause a]»poinling the Queen’s Council 
came next, — wdien J^ord King formally moved the omission dude Lord 
of Lord Eldon’s name. He said ^Hhc noble and learned lord 
had been repeatedly charged, in the course of these debates, 
with a violation of bis duty as Lord Chancellor. After the 
unanswerable manner in which the charge had been csta- . 
blished against the noble and learned lord, it was unnecessary 
to enter into the subject farther than simply to repeat that it 
had been proved by the evidence of the King’s jdiysicians, 
taken on oath, that in 1804 his Majesty’s illness had continued 
from the 12th of February to the 23rd of April, in which in- 

* 18 Pari. Deb. 1084. I have been told by a peer who was prcseipt at this 
debate^ that Lord Grey having called Loed Eldon on one occasion his ** noble, 
and learned friend,” Lord Eldon interrupted him, nnd said, ** How can any one 
call mo friend who charges me with sucii villany 
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terval the Great Seal was affixed to two commissions, one 
dated the 9th, and one the 23rd, of March; and that the 
Lord Chancellor had also signified his Majesty’s consent to 
the Duke of York’s Estate Bill, being a public bill affecting 
the interests of the Crown. The noble and learned lord, 
having thus, in consequence of his own erroneous view and 
strong bias, been instrumental to deceive the House and the 
country in 1804, was an improper person to be placed on 
the Queen’s Council, because, if appointed to a seat in it, 
he, from his high station and legal character, would be the 
party to decide on the competence of the Sovereign.” * 
Hansard represents, that Lord Eltlon remained silent, and 
merely gives the numbers when the House divided ; but I 
have been informed by a gentleman who was then standing 
on the steps of the throne, that his Lordship, in spite of his 
usual self-command, was thrown into a transport of passion ; 
that he spoke some words in an angry tone, which were hardly 
intelligible ; that it was an affair only of a few moments, and 
that, not having time to cool, he raslily called for a division, — 
thinking that Lord King would walk below the bar alone.” f 
The CONTENTS were 54! !! the not contents 129, and a 
most bitter protest, fully reciting the evidence of the physi- 
cians, and the acts of parHameiit passed while the Sovereign 
was incompetent, was signed l)y Lord Grey, Lord Lauderdale, 
Lord Holland, Lord Erskine, and other peers.} 

In the House of Commons, too, a violent attack was made 
on Lord Eldon by Mr. Whitbread for having usurped royal 
authority during the King’s iiicopacity, particularly in the 
year 1804. llis Lordship com])laincd of having been feebly 


• 18 Pari. Deb. 108G. 

f My informant adds, — “ I was next to Mr. Hand, the purse-bearer, who 
was greatly disturbed by his master's temper so completely getting the better of 
bis judgment.” 

\ 18 Parh Deb. lOSl — 1087. In the midst of this badgering he thought 
himself very ill-used, not only by the Opposition, but by his old colleagues and 
by the royal family. Thus he wrote to his brother, Sir William: — “I am 
hardly in my right mind upon what is passing ; and when I am attacked day by 
day, and every man who was with me in Administration in 1 804 is obstinately 
holding sijcnce, and the. whole royal family, whose protestations of gratitude 
my boxes teem with, arc among my enemies, God help me, if I liad not the 
hieans of proving that I have iiotliiiig to fear.” 
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defended by his colleagues; but there was a minority in his CHAP, 
favour of 198 to 81.* ** . 

These assaults upon him were greatly encouraged by the 
extreme sensibility he exhibited under them. Soon after- 
wards he said to Lord SIdmouth, — I am like a thing that 
is raw; why am I thus singled out?” First,” replied his 
Lordship, because you are eminent, and, secondly, because 
you are sore.”t 

The recollection of these scenes caused to Lord Eldon a ^ord El- 
distress of mind which shows that he posssssed much more furreioT”" 
sensibility than he had credit for with those wlio tlioiight that lection of 
he cared for nothing l)ut present power and emolument. cecdU^l^ 
When years had gone by, he was walking with a con- 
temporary, likewise a high dignitary in tlie law, to whom 
lie said, ‘‘ No doubt the world regard me as a prosperous 
and happy man: the j)rosj)eritf/ I admit; but the happiness I 
deny.” Being asked to cx[)lain how he could be unhappy in 
the midst of all his prosperity, he alluded to the division on 
Lord King’s motion, saying, it makes me very unhappy, 
as I fear it will lead posterity to entertain a very unfavour- 
able opinion of my conduct and character.” J 

I think Lord Eldon would have done better by restiiifj his Q, I four 
defence on the necessity of the case, and the difficulties and 
evils which must have arisen from following a contrary course, justified in 
The fact that he did allow the King to sign commissions for 
passing bills, — to swear in privy councillors, — and to do King’s 
other important acts of state, when his Majesty was wholly 
incompetent from mental disease, was before abundantly 
clear, but is now placed bej^ond all controversy by the corre- 
spondence upon the subject recently communicated to the 
public. For example, the period beginning from the 14th of 
April, 1801, is one of the two fits of insanity,” in which 
Lord Eldon, in his letter on the dissolution of parliament in 

• 1 9 Pari. Deb. 87. t Lord Sidmoiitli, iii. 37. 

t The gentleman from whom 1 have the above anecdote shrewdly adds, — 

** This may have been the indulgence, without any apparent motive, ofliis hal>it 
of canting ; but if it contains any portion of truth, it proves that he was not 
like some wc have known, who seem at least to he reckless of reputatirfn, present 
or future.*’ • 



THE REGENCY. 


262 

CHAP. 

CCI. 


A.D. 1811. 


Feb. 5. 
Passing of 
the Re- 
gency Act. 


1807, says that he “ attended him.” But I must repeat my 
humble opinion, that between the acts of an English sovereign, 
for which there is always a responsible adviser, and the ex- 
ecution of a deed, will, or contract by a private individual, 
there is no strict analogy, and that regard being had ” to 
all the circumstances of the case — both in 1801 and in 1804, 
Lord Eldon deserved well of the country by assuming the com- 
petency of the King, instead of suspending the functions of 
the executive government, conjuring up ‘'the phantom,” and 
having debates on a Regency Bill, which would have been 
stopped before they had made much progress by the King’s 
entire recovery. Indeed, those who think that the constitu- 
tional mode of proceeding upon such an emergency is for the 
Heir Apparent to take the regency upon himself as a matter 
of right, ought to be the least scrupulous, — until the moment 
arrives when the afflicted Sovereign may be properly super- 
seded. Any such attempt at cither of the periods in ques- 
tion to vest in the Prince of Wales the exercise of the pre- 
rogatives of the Crown would have produced civil war. 

The Regency Bill having passed both Houses, the Great 
Seal was put to a mock commission for giving the royal 
assent to it, and the Lord Chancellor, with other dignitaries 
named in it, having summoned the Commons to the bar, he 
said, My Lords and Gentlemen, by the commands, and by 
virtue of the powers and authority to ns given by the said 
commission, we do declare and notify his Majesty’s royal 
assent to the act in the said commission mentioned, and the 
clerks are required to pass the same in the usual form and 
words.” Accordingly, the Deimty Clerk of the Crown 
having read the title of the bill, and the clerk-assistant of the 
Parliaments having bowed to the cmi)ty throne, the words 
were shouted out, Le Hoi le veut^^ whereupon the Regency 
was established.* 

* 18 Pari. Dob. 

At the end of the rule of George III. I may appropriately introduce 
Lord Eldon's o])inion of him, and some anecdotes respecting him, as related 
to me by a gentleman who lived with l^ord Eldon on the most familiar 
tenus for many years : — “ He often declared, upon his honour, that he 

thought liTs old master had more wisdom than all his Ministers conjointly, an 

Opinion which I have heard him support by declaring that he could not remein- 
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Lord Eldon had laid his account with being now restored 
to a life of privacy at sweet Encombe/’ of which he talked 


CCI. 


with seeming delight, but to which he looked forward with ^ ^ 
real dismay. The Ministers and the Opposition had fought 'IIjc Re- 
thc Regency Bill to its last stage, in the full belief that as The Prince 
soon as it passed they were to change places, — the former 
striving to prolong the interregnum, and to curtail tlio power Ministcis 
of the Regent — the latter, that he should be invested, as 
soon as possible, with the unrestricted exercise of all the 
prerogatives of the Crown. But to the great surprise of both 
parties, on the day before the mockery of giving the royal 
assent to the bill, TTis Royal Highness Avrotc a letter to 
Mr. Pci’ceval, in which he declared that, actuated solely 
by filial duty and afiection, and dreading lest any act of his 
, might in the smallest degree interfere with the progress of 
his father’s recovery, he felt it incumbent upon him, to com- 


ber having taken to him any state paper of importance which lie did not alter, 
nor one wliich he did not alter for the better. Hut it ought to l>e added, that 
this opinion of the fiii])erior wisdom of George III. was ipialiHed by the ad- 
dition, * Not that I mean to assert that he M'oidd have been more wise if his 
opportunities of gaining knowUslge had not been greater than that of any of his 
servants. Rut what is the experience of the oldest of tliem in comparison of 
his ? And though his manner of stating the result of that experience is calcu- 
lated to mislead casual observers, yet those who will divest his mutter of hi.s 
manner must come to the conviction tliat it lias been gathered by long and labo- 
rious application of powers of no ordinary strength.’” 

** After the King’s mind had become a wreck, and when its native strength J^ord 
could be traced only by the ‘ method of madness,’ I^ord K. would sometimes KIdon's an- 
descrihe it, after he had been at the (iucen’s Council. Tlie following is an instance ecdotes of 
of this, of wliich I retain a perfectly clear recollection : — It was argued, he CJcorgo 
related, that if any strong feature of the King’s malady appeared during the JH., when 
])resencc of the council, Sir II. Halford should, on receiving a signal from me, ||is IVIajesty 
endeavour to recall him from his aljKtrrations ; and, accordingly, when his Mu- ^vas in a 
jesty appeared to be addressing himself to two of the persons whom he most state of de- 
favoured in his early life, long dead, Sir 11. observed, ‘ Your Majesty has, I lusioii. 

believe, forgotten that and both died many years ago.’ ‘ 'rrue,* was 

the reply, ‘died to you, and to the world in general ; but not to me. You, Sir 
II., are forgetting that I have tlio power of holding intercourse witli those whom 
you call dead. Yes, Sir 11. H.,’ continued he, assuming a lighter manner, ‘it 
is in vain, as fur as I {ini concerned, that you kill your patients. Yes, Dr. 

Hailey ; — but Bailey — Bailey,* ]iursued he with resumed gravity, ‘ I don’t 
know. He is an anatomist, he dissects his patients ; and then it would not Ih* a 
resuscitation only, but a re-creation ; and that, I think, isjicyond my jiower.’” 

** After his Majesty had, in 1807, changed the Ministry whicii was so unpala- 
table to him, T, reappearing as Chancellor in my former oflicial attire, the King 
asked, in a whisper, ‘My Lord, is not that the oWwig?’ and receiving the 
reply, * It is. Sir, tho old wig,’ — the rejoinder was, ‘ I say. Lord Ci^ why did 
l/ou keep an ohl Whi^ ? ”* • 
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municate his intention not to remove from their stations 
those whom he found there as his Majesty’s official servants.” 
— This intelligence did not cause either high exultation or 
deep disappointment. The good faith and political steadiness 
of the Prince were not yet suspected, and it was believed 
that the change of Administration was only decently deferred 
till it was seen whether the predictions of the King’s speedy 
recovery would be verified, — or at all events till the expira- 
tion of the restrictions imposed by the llegency Rill. 

Some said that the Chancellor had already gained over 
the Prince, and a letter was quoted, which his Royal Highness 
had written to him a few months before respecting the 
Princess Charlotte, in which this courteous language occurred; 

I trust to the very particular attention which lias marked 
your Lordship’s proceedings through the whole of this bu- 
siness, to take the most suitable course of conveying to the 
King, with the most profound rcsiiect and duty on my part, 
the feelings with which I am impressed on this occasion by 
his Majesty’s most gracious and condescending attention to 
me.” But in reality the zealous and factious manner in 
which Lord Eldon and Mr. Perceval laid taken part with 
the Princess, and had printed “ the Book” in her defence, 
still rankled iu the Prince’s heart ; and they knew that, 
wishing to be revenged of them, he was only lying by for a 
favourable opportunity to cashier them. Accordingly, for 
some months there was undisguised enmity between the 
Regent and his Ministers, lie talked of them disparagingly, 
and gave dinners at Carlton House to the Whigs. He would 
not even accept a vote oflfcred hhn of a sum of money to 
provide for his household — intimating that he postponed all 
such arrangements till he could have his early friends” in 
office about him. The Queen and Lord Eldon, on the other 
hand, did all in their power to defeat this purj)ose, — their most 
powerful weapon being the King’s immediate resumption of 
his authority. On the 6th of February the Queen wrote a 
letter to Lord Eldon, thauking him for the pleasing account 
of his Majesty’s improvement since Friday and the phy- 
sicians, kt his request, sent a report to him, to be handed 



LI^J3 OF LOUD ELDOX. 


.about, in which, considering the unhappy condition of the CHAP, 
now dethix)ned Sovereign in their keeping, they strangely say, 

AVc have it in command from his Majesty to express his ^ 
personal regard to your Lordship, and the particular satis- 
iaction he has felt from the circumstance of your Lordship 
being made one of her Majesty’s Council, — not by your office 
of Lord Chancellor, but as Lord Eldon.” 

But in the course of a few weeks, if hopes of the King’s PJan after- 
recovery really were entertained, they died away. It was by 

felt that his reign was virtually at an end, and that those 
who Avished to enjoy power must gain the favour of the of the Ke- 
Prince, as if ho already bore the title of George IV. Lord 
Eldon, with his usual sagacity, at once saw that the Avay to 
Avln his affections was by taking part against his wife. It 
was not very easy for the authors of “ the Book” to do so; 
but soon after Lord Eldon and Mr. Perceval were in the iris altered 
situation of Chancellor and Prime Minister to the Kcgent, 
they refused to dine with the Princess at Blacklicath, — they the Prin- 
cut off* ** all correspondence with her, — and they bought up at 
large prices the few copies of the Book,” which had got 
into circulation. When she found herself suddenly cut ” 
by them, Avithout there having been hitherto any fresh impu- 
tation of misconduct against her, she eomj)lained loudly of 
the baseness of mankind.” f We shall see how the Ivcgent 
Avas softened toAvards his ^Ministers, and hoAV ho appreciated 
and rcAvarded their sacrifices and their exertions in his service. 

Meanwhile, they aj)plicd themselves with diligence and 
al)ility to their official duties, and continued to rise in public 
estimation. 

The session began for regular business on the 12th of a session 
February, with a speech delivered by Lord Eldon, in the 
Kegent’s name, containing this graceful conclusion : We 

* It would be curious to know whether his Majesty bad been informed of 
Lord Kind’s motion to exclude liiin from the Council, and what his Majesty 
thought of it. 

t 'rhere is no evidence of tlieir having changed the tone of their conversation 
respecting her past conduct, except Lord Kldoifs declaration to Lord Grey, 

** that his opinion was, and always had been, that though she was not with 
child, she had supposed herself to be with child.” — L(/e of Sir S, HfmiUy, iii. 

104 . 
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are commanded by his Royal Highness to declare to you that 
it is the most anxious wish of his heart that he may be enabled 
to restore unimpaired into the hands of his Majesty the go^ 
vernrnent of his kingdom ; and thus his Royal Highness 
earnestly prays that the Almighty may be pleased in his 
mercy to accelerate the termination of a calamity so deeply 
lamented by the whole nation, and so peculiarly afflicting to 
his Royal Highness himself.” * 

The first important matter brought forward in the House 
of Lords was the abuse of the power of filing ex officio in- 
formations for libel. Sir Vicary Gibbs, who in 1807 had 
succeeded Sir Arthur Pigott as Attorney General, had insti- 
tuted an immense number of prosecutions against the press ; 
and when he resolved to punish a newsjiaper, lie made It a rule 
to include as defendants who were to be fined and imjirisoned, 
or perhaps, pilloried, all persons, without regard to age, sex, 
or calling, who under family settlements, or otherwise, had 
any share in the proprietorship.f Lord Eldon, when public 
prosecutor, had never himself done any thing personally liarsh, 
and I think he could not have been aware of Sir Vicary’s 
mode of proceeding when he wrote the followipg letter to Sir 
William Scott, regretting that there had been too much for- 
bearance in this department : — 

“As to the prosecution of the ‘Morning Chronicle,* and as to 
your friend CVjbbett, 1 know what I should have done as to those 
publications long ago, if I had been Attorney General ; but it 
seems to me that ever since my time it has been tliouglit right to 
leave the Government’s character, and individual ehuructer, with- 
out the protection of tin? law enforced, because I had proved its 
oflicacy when it was called into exertion. I am very sore upon 
this subject; I have growled and grumbled about it till I am 
weary.*’ 

Incited by his own peevish disposition, and encouraged by 

* 18 Purl. Del). 1147. 

I I reintMubor much compassion being cxeitctl by an old widow lady, of the 
name of lUrs. Mary Vint, who appeared on the floor of the Court of King’s 
Bench, with about flfly others, to plead to informations against them. She bad 
been resiitiiig in the country, and never even rejid the journal, from which, under 
her husband’s will, she drew a small subsistence. ^ 
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Ills supcriora, Mr. Attorney had gone on multiplying ex officio 
informations till much public indignation was caused by his 
severity. Lord Holland now moved for a return of the 
number filed, and the proceedings under them. He 
questioned the legality of ex officio informations for libel, 
and he strongly reprobated the manner in which the 
process had been abused, animadverting upon the statute 
lately obtained, which enabled the Attorney General to ar- 
rest those whom he prosecuted before trial ; and likewise 
on the partial system of striking special juries which then 
prevailed. 

Lord Eldon ably and succcssfidly defended the right of the 
Attorney General to ];>rosccute libellers by ex officio informa- 
tion ; but the rest of his sj)occh I read with regret. He 
maintained that the power of arresting the deleiidant when 
an ex officio information was filed was fit to be given, and to 
he exorcised ; and he stood up strenuously for the old mode of 
striking special juries l)y selection, which was afterwards 
cfiectually rectified by Sir Jlobert J^ecl. He said, “ he be- 
lieved that no Attorney Gcneml had prosecuted more libels 
than it had fallen to his lot to prosecute. He acted on a 
conviction, that the publication of libel was one of the most 
formidable ^veapons then wielded against the Constitution, 
and that it was an engine which was directed to the subver- 
sion of the government of the country. It was his decided 
ojnnion, that the mere fact of the number of jn’osccutions 
having increased was not a suflicient ground for inducing 
them to accede to the motion of the noble lord. With 
rcs 2 )cct to including all the [moprietors of a newspaper in the 
ex officio information, he was desirous of stating, that the 
])rinciplc which governed liim on tlicse occasions was to pro- 
secute all the parties implicated in tlie publication of the 
libel, and he had uniforiuly found, that by extinguishing the 
papers he got rid of the authors. The i)rc8cnt motion was 
one which he felt it ineuml)cnt on him to oppose, because an 
acquiescence in such a motion w'ould, in some degree, sanc- 
tion a suspicion that there was something in the administra- 
tion nf justice, which the House considered so far improper as, 
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to need some interference.” * It seems wonderful to think, 
that so few years ago such sentiments could be uttered by a 
, mild, moderate, and really good-natured man, who justly ex- 
pected that they would be applauded by a large majority of 
tlie audience he addressed. Lord Holland's motion found 
only twelve supporters, f I believe there is no peer who 
would now hold such language ; and, I am sure, if there 
were, he would be equally condemned by both sides. The 
general improvement ought to make us look with indulgence 
on the individuals who spoke and acted in a very different 
state of public feeling respecting libels. — I think no one will 
deny the improved res{)cc lability of the press under milder 
treatment. 

The Lord Chancellor’s efforts were next called forth by a 
dangerous bill, — to take away the punishment of death from 
the offence of stealing in a dwelling-house to the value of 
forty shillings. In answer to the reasoning of Lord Itolland 
and Lord Erskine, that the punislnncnt was wliolly dispro- 
portionate to the offence, and that, if not inflicted, sentence of 
death ought not to be pronounced, in cases where it was never 
meant to be carried into execution, he said, “ he used to take 
similar views of the subject, before ohservation and cxjiericnce 
had matured jiis judgment: since, however, he had learned to 
listen to these great teachers in this im]>ortaMt science, his 
ideas had greatly changed, and he saw the wisdom of the 
j)rinciples and practice by wliich our criminal code was 
regulated. The Bill having taken away the pain of death, 
allowed the Judge great latitude of discretion in measuring 
out the punishments to be substituted for it; but, after the 
most serious consideration, it was the conviction of his mind, 
that, as long as human nature remained what it was, the 
apprehension of death would have the most powerful co- 
operation in deterring from the commission of crimes ; and he 
thought it unwise to withdraw the salutary influence of that 
terror.” J lie concluded — without intimating any intention of 
extending the punishment of death, — whicli, to be consistent, 


♦ 19 Pari. Deb. l.W. 
J Pari, Deb. 290, 


t Ib. 174. 
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he ought to have done, — to petty larceny and to common 
assaults. The Bill was rejected by a majority of 27 to 10.* 

Lord Donoughmorc’s motion for the Catholics was this 
year supported by Dr. Batliurst, the Bishop of Norwich. 
On him the Lord Chancellor was particularly severe — 
taunting him with not paying proper respect to the Book of 
Common Prayer. He said he could hardly tell where he 
was, — he could not think himself in a Britisli House of Lords 
when lie heard some things uttered that night. He denied 
that the authority of Archbishop Wake, which had l)ccn (piotcd, 
was in favour of concession ; he had read something of 
Archbishop AA^ikc (having been himself in early lile intended 
for the Church), and he could quote him page l)y page. He 
could also quote Fenolon on some of these subjects.” f Pro- 
fessing great res])cct for Mr. Pitt, he declared, rather jeer- 
ingly, that he never could discover what the securities were 
by which that statesman proposed to guard the Established 
Church, and he scorned the IWo which had been lately pro- 
pounded by Lord Grenville, in a Letter to Lord Fingal.”t 
It is creditable to Lord Eldon that his anti-catholic zeal was 
unabated, althougli the Kegent was understood yet to re- 
tain his early opinions in favour of cmancii)ation. Hiere 
wore certain concessions which he would have made out of 
loyal deference to the Prince on the throne, but his religious 
scruples, I arn convinced, he never would have sacrifi(*.cd. 

The only other subject on wdiieh he spoke during tlie ])re- 
sent session wnis one in wdiieh he was ])ersonally interested, 
and whicli caused him grpat annoyance — the increasing 
aiTcar of judicial business in the Court of Chancery, and in 
the House of Lords. Ibu'e he w^as to blame, but not at all 
in the W'ay his accusers alleged. Years ago he ought to have 

* 20 Pari. Del). 30IJ. It is little creditable to the W^liijr peers that they made so 
poor a muster, for they all now pretended /.ealoiisly to support Sir S. Uomilly in 
mitigating tlie severity of the penal code ; hut 1 presume the division did not 
take place till the approach of the hour for dinner, when a party struggle alone 
can keep up a decent attendance on either side. 

t 'rhis is a very rare instance of Lord Kldon pretending to a knowkvige of 
any thing hut law books, for he was greatly above the afTcctation of univer* 
Sidity. 

\ 20 Pari. Deb. 670. 
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Spontaneously pointed out the evil and applied a remedy. The 
country had greatly outgrown its judicial establishments, and 
the antiquated procedure preserved in Westminster Hall 
was unsuited to a state of society quite different from that in 
which it had been originally framed. In the Court of Chan- 
cery there were still only two Judges, the Lord Chancellor 
and the Master of the llolls, as in the time of* Edward L, 
and for ages past not the slightest attempt had been made 
to render proceedings in that Court more simple, econo- 
mical, and efficacious, — while its contentious jurisdiction had 
been greatly extended, and the property administered in it 
had increased ten-fold. — Again, in the early periods of our 
judicial history, a few days in a year were sufficient to enable 
the House of Lords, with the assistance of the Judges, satis- 
factorily to discharge its duties as the Court of the last resort ; 
but now, from English equity* a[)peals, which were formerly 
unknown, and the cnoriuous influx of appeals from Scotland 
and Ireland in consequence of the union with those kingdoms, 
although comparatively little help could be obtained from 
the J udges, — the Chancellor sitting in the House of Lords 
had nearly sufficient occupation there during the whole of the 
forensic year. 

There is not the slightest pretence for saying that Lord 
Eldon neglected his judicial functions. In critical times of 
rare occurrence, he naturally considered his mtrUjniwj f unc^ 
tions more important; but the Administration being safe, he 
devoted himself with the most unremitting assiduity to de- 
termine the causes of the suiters which came before him. 
lie often doubted when he might have safely decided, and he 
might have got , through his paper more rapidly — but he 
actually did dispose of more business than any one judge 
could reasonably be called upon to undertake. Yet having 
been ten years Chancellor, he had done nothing more, al- 
though he daily saw justice denied to hundreds. For a long 
while in the Court of Chancery, no cause could be regularly 
heard by him, the whole of his time being occupied with mo- 
tions and* irregular attempts to force an opinion from him. 
Ill the House of Lords there were depending 296 appeals. 
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and 42 writs of error, which could not on a moderate compu- 
tation bo disposed of in less than seven sessions of Par- 
liament. 

The outcry was at last so great, that Lord Eldon slowly 
and reluctantly referred the subject to a Select Committee of 
the House of Lords, in which he moved, ‘‘ That to reduce the 
arrear it would be expedient for the House to sit, for judicial 
business, at least three days a week during tlic session, and 
that for securing the Lord Chancellor’s attendance in the 
House of Lords, an additional judge should be appointed in 
the Court of Chancery.” Little good being expected from 
these palliatives, a motion was made in the House of Com- 
mons for a similar committee. Sir S. Komilly, in,8upporting 
it, bore testimony to Lord Eldon’s judicial merits, saying, 

The motion would not convey, cither directly or indirectly, 
any mark of censure upon the noble and learned lord, and 
he did assure the House that nothing could give him greater 
concern than to be thought to consent to any motion which 
could ill any way be construed into a desire to reflect 14)011 
the conduct of that noble and learned lord. No man had 
experienced more uniform acts of kindness tlian himself from 
the noble and learned lord. Indeed, his general attention 
to the Bar, his conciliatory demeanour, and his strict love of 
justice, had endeared him to all the gentlemen who practised 
in that Court. A man more cmijiently qualified, in point of 
talents and learning, for all parts of his pruiession,’he knew 
not ; and he most firmly believed that he never had his equal in 
l)oint of anxiety to do justice to the suitors of the Court. If 
he had any fault, it was an over anxiety in that respect.” 
The committee was carried hy the casting vote of the Speaker, 
but it had made no j)rogress when its labours were terminated 
by the prorogation. 

Lord Eldon Avas, and to the end of his official career con- 
tinued, much annoyed by these discussions. He now Avrote 
to Ills friend Dr, SAvirc ; — 

need not tell you that I have been sorely goaded and 
vexed and tormented this session ; Imt I defy all ny foes, 
and a man cannot have had the duties to execute in life which 
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I have had to discharge, without having many and bitter 
foes.” He then adds (with what sincerity the reader must 
determine for himself) that he continues, much against his 
inclinaUony to retain the Great Seal, and to encounter all 
these evils purely from his attachment to the good old King, 
and in the hope of again seeing him on the throne, being re- 
solved, as soon as that hope had fled, to retire into private life, 
and to take a ride to Eldon :~- 

Of my poor old master I don’t despair, though I do not 
confidently hope, about him. When I give up the Seal, 
you may look upon that as an act of despair : for though 
the Regent has certainly conducted himself to me^ per- 
sonally, in. every respect as well as I could desire, I serve 
only that my master may find me at my post, if he returns to 
his ; and when I give up the hope of that, I have done. I 
cannot quit the expectation of a ride with you yet to Eldon, 
and nobody can say how soon that may be.” 

It seems to me that, being at the head of the Queen’s Council, 
and possessing her Majesty’s entire confidence, hq, wished to 
preserve the state of the King’s health a mystery in his own 
keeping • to be turned to his own advantage. A letter to 
him from Lord Ellenborough respecting the questions which 
we ought to put to the physicians,” shows that he had been 
trj^ig to repress the impiirics of all the other councillors, 
— while he had special reports made to himself : 

“ My dbau Loud, 

“ I have had some conversation this evening with the two Arch- 
bishops. I own I am very iiiueh ii\diued to doubt the propriety 
of any opinion I may have formed, if it differs from yours ; but 
agreeing, as T fully do, that our declaration to the Privy Council 
need only contain a brief, true, ami distinct statement of the King’s 
lioalth, encumbered with as little furtlier circumstance as possible, 
still I think that for our own information, and for our justification 
with the world, if it should be hereafter inquired of us what in- 
formation we had in fact obtained at the time when our statement 
was made, that we should distinctly know, by precise questions put 
and answered, what the King^s ailment aciuallg is, and hg what 
sgmptotKS and circninstances of conversation and conduct it is now 
manifested, — and also, what is the description and character which 
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we ought properly to ascribe to the delusions (as we call tlicm) and 
what to the irregularities and extravagances of plans and projects 
of which we hear daily. 

“ This information, when obtained, is for ourselves and to our* 
selves only, unless Parliament should require it of us — and if they 
do, I own I should be sorry to own that we were possessed of no 
fuller and more distinct information tlian w^e are at present enabled 
to lay before them on this subject. I should be sorry that we 
should in the judgment of any appear to have inertly and in- 
suiiiciently exercised a function of inquiry so important as that is 
which is delegated to us.” • 

The following minute report from the Duke of York to 
the Chancellor, must have made him tliink of renouncing the 
Great Seal, or of changing his resolution to do so when the 
King’s recovery was hopeless : — 

“ Upon my arrival yesterday morning, I found his INFajesty in 
the Queen’s room. Uc appeared at first very mneh alfeeted at 
seeing me, and expressed himself in the kindest and most aflec- 
tionate manner upon my re-appoiiitinent to the chief command of 
the army ; but soon flew off fnmi that subjeet, and then ran on, in 
perfect good humour, but with the greatest rapidity and with little 
or no connection, upon the most trilling topics, at limes hinting at 
some of the subjects of his delusion, in spite of all our endeavours to 
change the conversation. This continued the same during in's rid(5 
and the whole of the Queen’s visit in the aftern(H)n ; and thougli 
this morning his IVIajesty Avas quieter and less rapid in the eiuillge 
of liis ideas, yet tlic topics of his conversation were (‘rpially frivolous. 

“I was so much shocked at what 1 had observed both on Wed- 
nesday and during the different visits of yesterday, that 1 t»)ok an 
opportunity, when 1 left liis Majesty yesterday eviming, to liave a 
conversation witli Dr. Robert Willis, wlio very camlidly stated to me 
his opinion, tliat liis Majesty laid lost ground this week, and that 
thougli he thought very seriously of the state of his bodily li(>alth, 
he was much more alarmed at the ajipareiit frivf>lity, or rather im- 
becility, of his mind. He added, that something ought to be done ; 
but that, in the present state of his Majesty’s mind, it was in vain 
to hope that any conversation with him would be attended witli any 
good eftect.” 

* • * « « * ' 
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In reality the- unhappy King became worse and worse ; 
and at a council held at Windsor in the end of August, 
it was known that he had fallen into a state of incurable 
imbecility. 

‘‘ Love oft hopes, when Reason would despair,” — 
and perhaps Lord Eldon still was only desirous that his old 
mastery remounting the throne, might find him at his post ; 
but I cannot help suspecting that this was a sight he never 
expected to see, and that he had made up his mind, for the 
public goody to remain at his post under George IV., if he 
might. 

He and Mr. Perceval accordingly contemplated the fit 
measures to be taken at the important crisis when the re- 
strictions on the Regent were to expire — which would be 
on the 1st of February, 1812, — if Parliament had been 
sitting six weeks previously. Mr. Perceval, in a letter to the 
Chancellor soon after the last sitting of the Queen’s council, 
having expressed regret at not being able to have a personal 
interview with him, thus proceeds ; — 

** I must, however, content myself with opening the subject by 
letter, on which T slioiihl liavc had to eoinniunicate with you in 
person if we wore to meet. It respects no loss a matter than the 
meeting of Parliament. Jt must meet and sit, you know, for six 
w^l^s before the restrictions of the Regency Bill can expire. The 
day pointed out in the Act for their ex[)iration is the 1st of Feb- 
ruary. If Parliament docs not meet before Christmas, of course 
the restrictions must be prolonged from the 1st of February for 
six weeks from the date of its meeting. Under these circum- 
stances, I think we can hardly piss over the next prorogation 
without knowing the i^riiiee’s pleasure, whether he thinks it so 
material that the Regency restrictions shall expire on the 1st of 
February, as to make it necessary that Parliament should meet 
before Christmas. This is a point so very much of feeling for 
H. R. II. himself, and in which he is so directly and personally 
interested, that 1 cannot but think myself he ought to have it sub- 
mitted to his most free decision, with as little opinion and advice 
from his servants upon the point as can be. But if he should 
deternyne, as he naturally may and probably will, that Parliament 
. shall so meet as that the restrictions shall expire on the day men- 
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tioned, it is a pretty material consideration^ on which we should 
form an opinioni whether it should not meet so long before Christ- 
mas as to enable us to arrange, before the Christmas vacation, the 
liousehold and any other questions which Parliament may have to 
provide for. 

* * * • “ To conclude : upon these questions, and such as may 
be connected with them, I think it will be essentially necessary 
tiiat we should have our Cabinet friends meet in force, either in 
the last week in September, or the first week of October ; and they 
ought to know what the business is, and that it is probable they 
may be detained for a few days. 1 should like, therefore, to know 
from you wliat time, wliicli would answer these purposes, would 
best suit you to be fixed for the assembling our Cabinet friends.” 

The object now was, instead of weakening the influence of 
the Begent by rumours of the King’s sjiecdy recovery, to 
strengthen it by a disclosure of his Majesty’s actual con- 
dition. Accordingly, on tlic t5tli of October, the Declaration 
of the members of her Majesty’s Council respecting the state 
of his Majesty’s health,” amounted in reality to a proclamation 
that there had been a demise of the Crown, and tliat 
George IV. had begun to reign — this being its language: — 

His Majesty’s mental health ajipears to us to be niaUa’ially 
worse than it was. at the time of our last report, and, upon 
the grounds of tlic protraction of tlic disorder, the jircsent 
state of it, the duration of accessions of the disorder, andiklie 
lieculiar character which the disorder now assumes, Ills Ma- 
jesty’s recovery is represcnti'd as ^improbable’ by one of the 
physicians, and as ^ very imjirobable’ Iiy all the otlier physicians 
in attendance on his Majesty.”* 

The Regent, expressing satisfaction at tlie generous sug- 
gestion, by his Ministers, of an early meeting of the Legis- 
Ititure, whereby the speediest end might be put to the re- 
strictions which they had imposed upon liis exercise of the 
royal authority, intimated his wish iliat the session should 
not begin sooner than was necessary for the despatch of 
ordinary business. 
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On the 7th of January, the day appointed, Lord Eldon in 
the name of tlic Regent, decently reminded tlie two Houses 
of the indispensable duty of continuing to preserve for his 
Majesty the facility of resuming the personal exercise of his 
royal authority in the happy event of his recovery, so earnestly 
desired by the wishes and the prayers of his family and his 
subjects.” Hut it was well understood on all sides that the 
Prince of Wales, under the title of Regent, was as firmly 
seated on the throne as if his father had been dead ; no one 
thought of proposing a renewal of the restrictions ; and it was 
generally expected that when the six weeks from the meeting 
of Parliament allowed by the Regency Act for that purpose 
had expired, all the great oflSccs under the Crown would be 
in possession of tlie oft-disappointed Whigs, who at last, after 
a Lapse of above half a century, having a favourable court, 
would see a return of the halcyon days enjoyed by their 
party from the death of Queen Anne till the accession of 
George III. 

But, alas ! alas ! tlic Regent liad secretly made up his mind 
for ever to discard his early fruaids,” and permanently to 
retain as his Ministers the men wlio liad long thwarted him 
in all his wishes, and for whom he had cxjiressed and felt the 
strongest personal as well as political dislike. Various causes 
have been assigned for this revolution of sentiment. The 
most creditable one, and that which we arc bound to siqipose 
laid considerable weight, was, that the military operations in 
the Peninsula had been going on prosperously under the 
present Administration ; but this consideration could not 
alone have prevailed, for Mr. IVrceval was not looked upon 
as a great war minister, and sections of the Tory party, headed 
by Lord Castlcreagli and Mr. Canning, were hostile to him, 
while he was hardly able to cope with the sy^stematic oppo- 
sition of I^ords Grey and Grenville. A more probable so- 
lution was, the effect of the possession of royal power, which 
was supposed to liave indisposed his Royal Highness to any 
concession to the Catholics or any extension of popular rights, 
and induced him to look with preference to those who were 
for carrying to the highest pitch the power of the Crown. 
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Ilis Boyal Highness certainly did at a subsequent period 
manifest an entire change of opinion on the question of Ca- * . 

tholic emancipation, and showed that he had become tho- ^.o. isia, 
roughly reconciled to his father’s high-prerogative principles 
of government ; but I am inclined to think that as yet he was 
actuated only by personal motives. A lady of rank to whom 
he was now much attached was an enemy to the Whigs and 
their principles, and was supposed mainly to have induced 
her admirer to declare against them.* Perha[)s, however, he Lord El- 
was more swayed l)y hatred than by love. II is ruling passion i>er. 
for many years was the <lesire to ex|)osc the failings of his 

, • -I 1 1 11 P**"* with 

wite — it possible to get rid oi lier, — and at all events to the Regent 

degrade her. jNlr. Perceval and Lord Eldon, instead of being die 

11 * ^-111 n t rincess of 

the bitterest, most reckless, and most lorniidable opjionents of Wales, 
his plans for this purpose, as they had been while her pro- 
tector George III. was oil the throne, he now sangivinely 
hoped to convert into ])artisans against Iier. Tluiy had ac- 
tually ceased to be her advisers, or to have any intercourse 
with lier. There is no reason to believe that without fresli in- 
discretions on her ]>art, either of them ever would have agreed 
to any prosecution against her; but from their late negative 
conduct the llegent might not unnaiurally have Iiojicd that 
they would positively assist him in the steps which he con- 
templated. 1 believe, likewise, that he laboured under an 
erroneous belief that during the last year her cause had been 
taken up by the Whigs. One or two distinguislied lawyers 
belonging to that [larty had been consulted by her when she 
was cast off by her former advisers; but Jjords Grey ami 
(irenville had always remained at a dignilied distaiue, from 
her, and would have spurned at the idea of turning her siqi- 

* Of this opinion was Sir S. UoniiJly. In referring to the judgment of tlie 
House of Lords, in Aliss Seyinour’s ease, in 180G, he says, — “ 'J'his decision 
was attended, some years afterwards, with coiise(|iieiices of considerable import* 
anee. It occasioned a great intimacy het ween the I’rince and i^ady Hertford, 
which ended with her entirely supplanting Mrs. p'ilzherhcrt in the Prince’s 
favour; and it produced that hostility towards the Catholics which the Prince 
manifested when he became Regent, and his determination to place his confi- 
dence in those Tory Ministers whom he tiad always before considered his personal 
enemies .” — Life of ii. M<fJ. Again, when relating the cveyts in the 

beginning of 1812, at which we have now arrived, Sir Samuel says, very .sigiiifi* 
cantly, “The Prince does not pass a day without visiting Lady Hertford.”—* 

Vol. iii. 12. 
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THE REGENCY. 

posed wrongs into an engine of faction against the Govern- 
ment. 

Whatever might be his Royal Highness’s reasonings or 
motives, a few days before the restrictions were to expire he 
very clearly intimated his resolution to renounce the Whigs, 
by writing a letter to the Duke of York, in which, after 
stating that his sense of filial duty had originally induced hiqi 
to retain his father’s Ministers, — adverting to the recent suc- 
cesses in the Peninsula, and declaring his determination to 
persevere in the contest, he said, “ I have no predilections to . 
indulge, no resentments to gratify, no ol>jccts to attain, but 
such as arc common to the whole empire. Having made this 
communication of my sentiments in this new and extra- 
ordinary crisis of our affairs, I cannot conclude without ex- 
pressing the gratification I shoidd feel if some of those per- 
sons, with whom the early habits of my public life were formed, 
would strengthen my hands and constitute a part of my 
Government.” lie authorised the Duke to communicate these 
sentiments to Lord Grey, with liberty for him to make them 
known to Lord Grenville ; but he added, in a postscript, I 
shall send a copy of this letter immediately to Mr. Per- 
ceval.” * 

I am surprised that Lord Eldon, with his great sagacity, 
did not immediately see that this offer could not possibly be 
entertained by the Whigs for a single instant, and that it 
w^as made with the sole view of rendering the desertion of 
them less odious. As soon as he was informed of it he wrote 
the following letter, which I think is very honourable to him, 
for he peremptorily refused to sanction such a prcj)Osterou8 
coalition, althougli, if it had taken place, the Great Seal 
would have remained in his custody. 

“ Saturday. 

** Dear Perceval, 

“ As it may not be absolutely impossible that, in the course of 
this day, during my absence at Windsor, something may pass, tend- 
ing to a proposal to associate me in a talk with Lords G. and G. 
upon junction, permit me to state, in a few words, that my deter- 


• 22 Pari. Deb. 39. 
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iuination to take no part in that talk is founded upon the following 
reasons^ and if neccssitt/ requires it, you may so state to the 
Regent ; — 

“ That I think it not consistent with iny honour to take part in 
a negotiation for a junction, in which junction I can take no part. 
I can take no part in it. 

Because, having been twenty-nine years in Parliament without 
deviating, as far as I can recollect, from niy principles with respect 
to the Constitution of the country and the moans of supporting its 
Monarcliy, there appears to have been, in that long course of 
years, no agreement in those principles between Lord Grey and 
myself. 

“ Because there was no sucli agreement between Lord Grey and 
Lord Grenville between 1783 and 1801. 

“ Because there has been no such agrooiuent between them and 
myself since 1801. 

“ Because my decided opinion is, that all attempts at making 
strong Administrations upon broad bottoms must be known, to those 
who are practised politicians, to be frauds upon the country 
originally, — and frauds which, whether such politicians know dhae 
or not, can no longer be ctteetually practised upon the country. 
The great mass of the people, through many ranks of which 1 have 
passed, I know, hold the thing, and the men that are engaged in it, 
ill utter detestation, producing absolute weakness in Government, 
and of course deeply allecting the interests of the Crown, 

** Because the didercnce with respect to the Catholic questioiii 
American affairs, and bullion, are, in my opinion, too deep to be 
skinned over, 

“ Because, if that were not so, differences, upon most essential 
points of goverrinicnt, avowed for thirty years, clearly establish 
tliat Lords G., G., and Lord Ehlon ‘ non Intne. v.onvenuini^ 

‘‘ Because my situation is peculiar. Lord G — y said in debate, 
and Lord G — y, Lord G — e, and others who, if tlioy come into 
Administration, must come into Administration along with them, 
have said in their protest upon the Journals, what I can give no 
countenance to by coming into their assembly. * 

“ Allow me to add, that you know how much my heart has been 
wrung with the difficulties of holding office, wlicn I have been 
obliged, but 1 hope justified, in taking the painful part 1 have had 

* Referring to the protest upon the motion for excluding him Crom 
Queen's Council. 
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to execute, with regard to the situation of uiy Sovereign and 
benefactor, my revered master. 

Yours, my dear Perctjval, 

Eldon.*' 

He was soon tranquIlHsed by a note from Mr. Perceval, 
saying, The answer was a refusal — on public grounds — 
to have any thing to do with us. The Prince sent to me im- 
mediately to show the answer, and to authorise me to say, 
that I was to be continued Minister.’* 

What other result could possibly have been expected? 
Both parties were agreed upon tlie necessity of vigorously 
prosecuting the war against Napoleon, but upon the impending 
war with America, and upon every other subsisting question of 
foreign and domestic policy, they were completely at variance. 
Instead of a soothing compliment, a wanton insult seems to 
have been intended to Lord Grey and Lord Grenville, for 
they were called upon to strengthen his Royal Highness’s 
hands, by supporting all the measures of the present Govern- 
ment. ‘‘ The very proposal indeed,” says Sir S. Romilly, 
‘‘ imports that a total sacrifice of honour and of character 
was a necessary qualification for entering into the Prince’s 
service. He says in the letter that ^ he lias no predilection 
to indulge, and no resentment to gratify’ — a most dangerous 
statement at the commencement of his reign, considering his 
past conduct and his past professions. It will be understood 
to mean, that ‘ there are no injuries he will not forgive, and 
no services he will not forget.’”* 

At the time there was an unfounded belief that the offer 
to the AVhig leaders was a subtle contrivance of Lord Eldon’s. 
We now certainly know that — minister-maker” as he was 
— he had no hand in this intrigue, and there is even some 
reason to doubt whether, although Mr. Perceval certainly 
had gained the Prince’s unqualified confidence, the Chancellor 
was not still regarded at Carlton House with some remains 
of suspicion and dislike — which by his agreeable manners 
he soon entirely dissipatcd.f 

• Lifet iii. IL Sir Samuel, pleased with the attentions he had received from 
\hc Prince, had hitherto been inclined (u think, and had spoken, well of him. 

•J Sec Twiss, i. 477. cli. xxxiii. 
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CONTINUATION OF THE LIFE OP LOliO ELOON TILL THE CONOI.USION 
OF THE OENEUAL PEACE. 

On all occasions Lord Eldon now seemed penetrated with 
the same respect and affection for Ills “ dear young master,” 
tlic Prince llcgcnt, whlcli he had professed formerly for his 

dear old master,” George III. 

In the debate on a motion of Lord Boringdon’s, for ‘‘ the 
formation of an efficient Administration,” in speaking to 
order, he was led by his zeal to be very disorderly in com- 
menting on what had been said in a past debate, when a 
(picstion had been asked whether the letter purporting to 
come from the Prince Kegent to the Duke of York was 
genuine ?” Said Lord Eldon : When on a former evening 
I saw a noble lord stand up in his place with a newspaper in 
his hand, proceed to ask questions of a Minister about a 
jirivate letter written liy iiiy royal master, I confess my 
astonishment at what I conceive to be a most novel and 
unjustifiable proccciliug.” Being called to order by the 
Marquess of Douglas, he persi.sted in saying, “ I again re- 
probate the production of a newsiiaper, for the purpose of 
asking whether an article in it was a letter from the Prince 
Regent ; and I declare, if any confidential servant of his Royal 
Highness had given an answer to such a question, I never 
after would have entered the same room with that person for 
the purposes of confidential advice.” Lord Holland again 
speaking to order, the Chancellor said, “ I never will act so 
unbecoming the person placed on the woolsack as to permit 
such language as I sometime.^ hear — for I am bold to assert, 
ill the presence of all the noble lords present, that J never 
witnessed in the course of thirty years’ parliamentary expe-. 
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ricnce any thing so monstrous and disorderly as the production 
of a newspaper in that House. [Here his Lordship was in- 
terrupted by loud and repeated cries of order I] — Marquess 
of Laiisdomne. I never heard any thing so disorderly as 

the language made use of by the noble and learned lord on 
the woolsack .” — Lord Chancellor, I shall always object to 

any observation being made in tliis House, having a reference 
to liis Royal Highness the Prince Regent, which in the strict 
course of parliamentary proceeding ought not to be applied to 
the King himself, whose representative he is, and I shall 
certainly always protest against the production of a news- 
paper.” He was again stopped by cries of order! and Lord 
Boringdon put an end to the altercation by saying, that “ he 
considered the act of the Prince Ro<?crit in writinij the letter 
the act of a responsible adviser.” 

At a later hour in the evening tlie Lord Chancellor made 
a regular speech ; and to show that he was iu)t liurt by what 
had passed, he was very jocular. The noble lord,” said 
he, ^Mvlshcs for a broad-bottomed Administration — in ge- 
neral the most mischievous of all Administrations. [A laugh.] 
I assure the noble lords who seem to feel this allusion, that 
I do not mean to speak ill-naturedly of them. Somehow or 
other, they have been for a long time out of humour with 
me: I am sorry for it, as I really wish them every happiness. 
As to the estimation in which the pri‘sent Administration is 
held by the public, I believe that tlui people of this good- 
natured country arc weak and foolish enough to honour us 
with their confidence. Good-natured people arc always weak. 
But let the cause bo what it may, so it happens, that the 
confidence of the country is possessed by the i)rcscnt Admi- 
nistration ; and this certainly is no very good reason for 
addressing the Prince Regent to change it.” lie then reiter- 
ated his doctrine, that the King, in choosing his servants, 
must be considered as acting without any adviser,” and that 
a Minister is only responsible for what happens after his 
own appointment,” — now generally allowed to be inconsistent 
with the constitutional maxim, that the King can do no 
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Ministers had a majority of 165 to 72, and Lord 
Eldon saw himself more securely possessed of the Great Seal 
than he had ever before been ; for under George III. he 
lived in perpetual dread that the mental infirmity of that 
monarch might so far increase as to render his exercise — real 
or apparent — of the powers of government impossible, - — 
when a change of councils was always certainly anticipated. 

Conscious that Dr. Swire, to Avhom he had announced his 
certain resignation, when he could no longer expect to hold 
the Seal under his “ dear old master,'" must be a little scaii- 
didised to find him still in possession of the bauble, he sends 
his bosom friend the following veiy entertaining explanation 
of all that had happened : — 

“And now, iny dear Swire, allow mo to discuss with you my 
present situation, and the strange, the unne<*ountahle. occurren(‘es 
wliich have taken jdaco in the last eighteen montlis. When, my dvar 
old fnaster, under the severe dispensations of Providence.*, but such 
as 1 humbly must sup|)ose to be right, because they are 11h3 dis[)eii- 
sations of Providence, could no longer personally execute his great 
functions, I tliought that I should have b<.‘en os able, as, most sin- 
cerely speaking, I was willing, to quit tlie labours \vhi(di no man 
can endure, unless the same Providence shall sustain him vvitii the 
Idessings of h( 3 altli and composure of iiiiml and Itmiper, vvlih^h are 
indeed hut rarely to be. louk(*<l for at any j)eriod (d* lile, and at mini?, 

V cry, very randy indeed to l>e looki <! for. 

“ TJiC medical men thought his Majesty’s s[>eedy recovery liighly 
ju'obablo : — the IVince tliereforo thouglit that in duty to his father 
he could not dismiss his father’s servants. How was it possible, 
that whilst he acted under sucli a feeling of duty to his father, his 
father’s servants could refuse to act under him as the rcpresiinlativc 
of his father ? With wishes as anxious as ever man ibrmed, 1 
could not reconcile to myself the notion, tliat whilst the father’s son 
so conducted himsedf, the father’s most grateful servant could re- 
fuse to take bis share in a state of things, which, for the fatlicr’s 
sake, the son determined should remain undisturbed by him. So 
matters went on through the year of restricted Regency. I>(?forc 
, the close of it, the Prince had totally altered Jiis opinion of the 
men whom he had hated — and I have his own authority for bc- 
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lieving that the kingdom produced no man whom he more hated 
than your friend, the writer of this letter. Though the prospect 
of his father’s recovery had grown more gloomy, and though I fear 
it will never brighten, I must do him the justice to say, that he has 
always declared to me that he will never despair till his father 
ceases to live : and my own real opinion is, that whatever motives 
his friends or foes may, in their conjectures, ascribe his late con- 
duct to, he lias been principally governed by a feeling that, if his 
father should recover, he would never forgive himself if he suffered 
him to awake to a scene in w'hich the father should see his servants 
discarded by his son. The same sentiment appears to me to have 
governed him witli respect to the Catholic question, with regard to 
which, I believe that, after his father’s death, he will act with a 
due regard to the established religion. But with the possibility 
before him, though the utter improbability, of his father’s recovery, 
I believe the world would not induce him, as far as he is con- 
cerned, to countenance any measure that would shock his father’s 
feeling, if, contrary to all expectation, he should recover. With 
such determinations, on his part, with refjreiicc to Ins father, daily 
and constantly proved to be most sincerely ado])ted by him in his 
intercourse with mo, how could I possibly refuse to consent to what 
his entreaty pressed upon me, to remain in the service of a son 
so conducting liimst^lf towards the father to whom I owe so much ? 
or how could I break up an Administration, wliieli must be suc- 
ceeded by another which Avould overturn all that I think right ? 
God knows that we live in times when public ollice, if it is not 
vanity, is literally and truly labour and vexation of si)irit, and how 
I get through my sliare of it I know not : — /mf. God is very kind 
to me. 1 have given you the outline of what has governed me in 
my conduct, and though 1 care not at all as to the opinion of the 
world in general, I should be deeply hurt if Yui; could not approve 
it. Interest, or ambition, or even private wishes, have bad nothing 
to do with it. I have believed myself to have been acting right, 
and I hope in God that I have been so acting.” 

I must do Lord iJldon the justice, however, to say that he 
did not attempt to pour forth such hypocritical cant to his 
brother, Sir William, whom, about the same time, he thus 
addresses with abandon : — 

“ Daar Brother, — Little or no news. The L’Orient squadron 
have got into Cherbourg. The game of the Princess of Wales is 
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to be the grand sport of the remainder of the session.* Her 
husband [thereby then and there meaning Ids ‘ dear young royal 
master*] is furious indeed with indignation against the ‘early 
friends.’ And it is now, as we used to suppose it heretofore, that is, 
that lie knows every word tliat is uttered at Blacklicath or Kensing- 
ton. Sidmouth is all but President of the Council, and I suppose will 
be before the meeting of Parliament. Some of the Dissenters are 
writing against the PopisherSy and publishing dissuasives against 
making cause wdth them. The London clergy petition, and some 
few addresses, very few, come from dillerent parts in favour of 
the poor old Church.” 

Such a gleam of sincerity is most refreshing ! 

The Prince’s changed hidings and conduct towards Lord 
Eldon had been brought about by a variety of causes of a 
public and private nature — among which, unquestionably, 
the chief was Lord Eldons changed feelings and eonduct 
towards the Princess of AValcjs ; but he, ever ticcounting for 
events in the manner most creditalde to himself, ascribed his 
recent reconciliation with the Prince, and the friendship 
which now sprung up between them, to a discovery of his 
Koyal Highness, wliicli must Iiave been made, if ever, as soon 
ns the llegency Dill [lassed. “ 1 1 is Majesty (icorgelV. has 
frequently told me,” he said, “ tliat there was no person in 
the wliole world that he liated so much as for years he hated 
me. He had been persuaded that 1 endeavoured to kec[) him 
at a distance from liis father; but when he eainc into jiosses- 
sion of his father’s private pujicrs, lie conqiletely changed his 
opinion of me, in consequence of the part which, from iny 
letters, he found I had alwaj's taken Avith reference to him- 
self. He was then convinced that I had always endeavoun'd 
to do the direct contrary of what was imputed to me. He 
told me so himself, and from that tbm he treated me with 
uniform friendliness.” f 

Lord Eldon had now only one source of iineasincps — the 
investigation going on before Michael Angelo Taylor’s Com- 


* He seems to have suppof;ed that I^orcLs Grey and Grenville wcreecoming 
out with a **book,** as well as motions, in her behalf, 

t TwUs, ch. xxsiii. 
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CHAP, mittce in the Iloiiae of Commons '' on the canses of the delays 

. in the administration of justice in the Court of Chancery — 

from the but this made him very unhappy. He wrote a long letter oh 

complaint-? the subjcct to Mr. Perceval, in which, after blaming the Co- 
in I’avlia- ^ 1, . t . , .11 

mentre- vemment tor allowing the committee to be re-appomted, he 
apectiiig gjjyg j now sat in my Court for above twelve months, 

in tiie an accused culprit, tried by the hostile part of my own bar, 

SauetTy testimony wrung from my officers, and without the 

common civility of even one question put by the committee 
to myself, in such mode of communication as might have been 
in courtesy adopted. When I say that I know that I am, 
and that my officers, and that my successors will be, degraded 
by all tins, I say what I think 1 do know.” He then goes on 
at great length to justify himself, and to censure the plan of 
separating bankruptcy from the jurisdiction of tlic Lord Chan- 
cellor, together with other reforms wliicli had been suggested. 
To pacify him, the' committee decided that tliey would not 
examine barristers and solieltors of the Court of Chancery 
touching the causes of delay in tliat Coui t and a motion in 
the House of Commons to instruct them to do so was ne- 
gatived by a large majority. * 

Lord Eldon thought that bis cares were over for the rest 
of this session, and that with the protection of Mr. Perceval, 
over whom he continued to exercise a sort of control, from 
the Prime Minister having jiractiseJ at the bar under him, 
he was likely lienccforth to enjoy tranquillity. 

But in a few days after that victory, Mr. Perceval, who 
Uo^cTf Mr. bavc before him a long and brilliant official career, 

rerceval. who was highly respected and beloved by his own party, and 
was allowed by his political opj)oneiiis to be a most amiable 
and liigli-miiuled man, fell by tlic hand of an assassin — and 
there arose an almost unexampled scene of political confusion, 
during whicli there seemed several times almost a certainty 
of ail entire change of Administration. 

Lord Eldon imliibcd a notion that he himself had been in 
great danger of being shot by Bellingham, but for this there . 


May 6. 
1812, 


May 11. 


♦ S.'} Pari. Deb. 61. 
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does not seem to have been any foundation. * All classes of 
tlie community were dreadfully appalled by this event, and 
for many reasons it occasioned a particular shock to the 
Chancellor. The Princess Elizabeth wrote a very feeling 
letter on the occasion to Mrs. Scott, his daughter-in-law, in 
which, after stating that the Queen laid ordered her to 
inquire after Lord Eldon, she says : — 

“Well knowing liow deeply he feels, she greatly dreads that the 
shock of yesterday may have injured his health. Tt is impossihhi 
not to shrink with hoiTor when one thinks of an Englishman com- 
mitting murder, and doubly striking when one must mourn for the 
loss of so excellent a man as Mr. Pereeval. We live in most 
awful times : for the loss, both public and private, must be equally 
felt. We really are so Jiorror-struck, that it is impossible for me 
to describe our feelings, llis family have lost oiu* who lias ever 
proved real affeetion and attaehnuail, and my beloved iatlun* luis 
lost a most upright an<l eonseientioiis Ministitr. Our only comfort 
ill the midst of onr own trial is, that iny father is s})ared this aillie- 
tioii : for I verily believe, had it pleased the Almighty to have, 
allowed of its being told him, it would liave totally overset him. 
ISly mother commands me to add, she would h<‘r.S(‘lf havi? writtiMi 
to the Lord Chancellor, hut she thought it better to make me write, 
well knowing his time is [u-eeious, and that it was cruel to add to 
hi.s troubles by desiring an aiiswm*.” 

Lord Eldon did himsedf rcjdy in the following terms; and 
In this iiKStance, I bellevi?, expressed not more than he really 
felt: — 


* Lord Eldon was sitting on tlu’ wooKack inrdligcm'o of Air. IVrri*vaI 

being shot was brought to tlie noiis(;.uf Lords. Apprehending that there iniglit 
he a plot to assassinate all tlie Alinisteis, he said, ** 1 have just been inforined of 
a most melancholy and atrocious event, whieli has liappcMicd in the lobby of liie 
other House. In this situation, I feel it iny duty tf) apprise yoiir LoriJslii|js 
that I shall take care to give the proper direct bms to the ollieers that none go 
o'.it of the doors of this House of Parliaiiient till we have been fully s:itisfied 
that they have not the means of doing further inisebief.” Orders were acconl- 
ingly given to search all strangers below the bar for concealed lire-arins, l)iit it 
was not carried into execution ; and the House, having moved an address to the 
Uegent, expressing their lioirur at the crime coininitted, and praying that be 
would take proper steps for bringing the oflender to justice, adjounicd. — i.:i 
Pari. Deb, 16'1. llellinghnin had been in the Court of Chancery tbe saiiie 
• morning, and was supposed to have looked fiercely at the Chancellor, hut sceins 
to have intended no violence at that time. The chief object of bis rest’iitment 
was Lord G. Leveson Gower (afterwards Earl Granville), who had been ainbas- 
RAdor in Russia when he had sufiTered some supposed grievance there, fur whieli • 
he made the Prime Minister responsible. 
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“ The Lord Chancellor, offering hi^ most humble duty to your 
Majesty, whilst he acknowledges with infinite gratitude your 
Majesty's gracious condescension and goodness in directing in- 
quiries to be made respecting the Chancellor’s health, amidst the 
afflicting circumstances in which he has been lately placed, takes 
leave to beseech your Majesty to be persuaded that nothing but 
the distress of his mind could have so long prevented him from 
returning your Majesty his heartfelt acknowledgments for the 
proof he has been honoured with, that your Majesty takes some 
interest in his happiness. 

By the death of Mr. Perceval, the Lord Chancellor has lost a 
friend whom he valued, esteemed, and loved. His Majesty’s people 
have lost a great and able fellow-subject and statesman, and 
the Lord Chancellor trusts that your Majesty will do him the justice 
to believe him when he adds, that his Majesty and his august and 
illustrious family liave lost a servant, whose attachment to them 
the Lord Chancellor knows to have been the ruling principle in 
his heart, and whose attachment was rendered important because 
his virtues were universally known. The Chancellor, as himself a 
servant of his Majesty, anxious for the lionour and welfare of all 
his Majesty's family, finds it difficult, very difficult, to prescribe 
bounds to that grief which daily overwhelms him. 

“Bedford Square, May I 81 I 1 , 1812.” 


Within a week from the time when the fatal shot was 
fired, the assaHsin, with the approbation of Lord Eldon, then 
at the head of the administration of justice, suffered on the 
scaffold *, although his counsel had earnestly pressed that his 
trial might be postponed, for the purpose of bringing wit- 
nesses from Liverpool to prove his insanity. This precipita- 
tion, — after the public mind had recovered its composure, was 
much blamed ; and I can say, of my own knowledge, tliat it 


* llie shot was fired about five o’clock on IMonday afternoon, IVfay llth; the 
trial took place on hriday, the 18th ; and before nine o’clock in the morning of 
the Monday following, Bellingham’s dead body was lying. in the dissecting room 
of Surgeons* Hall. lie had foriiicrly been confined in a mad-liousc, and several 
of his family had been afflicted with madness. Komilly says, — “No person 
can have heard what the conduct and demeanour of this man has been since he 
committed the crime, or cun have read his defence, without being satisfied he is ■ 
mad ; but it is a species of madness which probably, for the security of man- 
kind, oiijjht not to exempt a man from being aiiswcrable for his actions.”— 
ii. 38. 
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greatly conduced to lead judges and juries into the contrary 
extreme, which we have had to lament of late years. Now- 
a-days the commission of an atrociou§ crime is of itself sup- 
posed to afford strong evidence of alienation of mind, — and, 
from the vague metaphysical conjectures of physicians who 
never saw the j)risoner, acquittals take place on the ground 
of insanity, where, at the time when the offence Avas com- 
mitted, there was no delusion of the senses, and there was 
complete consciousness of the nature of the criminal act and 
of its consequences. 

In the ministerial crisis which followed the death of Mr. 
Perceval, Lord Eldon really, though not ostensibly, was the 
prime mover, — dis])laying the bold decision and consummate 
skill which always distinguished him on such perilous occa- 
sions. He contrived to avoid ])artlcipatlng in the numerous 
discussions which took place in Parliament resi)ccting the 
negotiations, while they were pending, and no letter of his 
connected with them apj)oarcd before the public till after his 
death ; but we now certainly know, what was before only 
suspected, that, with the assistance of the Duke of Cumber- 
land, he was throughout the secret adviser of the Regent, 
and that his Intrigues achiev('(l the triumph which his party 
obtained. His conduct at this time has been severely animad- 
verted upon, but I think without any sufficient reason, — ox- 
ce[)t, perhaps, that Avhilc he was consulting alxmt offers to be 
made which might j)crpl(?x political oj)poncnts, ami conditions 
to be demanded which could not he conceded, he shut up the 
Court of Chancery, instead ol‘ trying 1o clear f»ff* his arrear 
of judgments, — when, apparently, it was his jdnty to set his 
house in order.” He was fully justified in doing every thing 
he could to keep out of office Lord AA^dleshy, Mr. Canning, 
and the Whigs, for he heartily hated tlujir princijdes, and he 
sincerely believed that their accession to power would not 
only have dei>rived him of the Great Seal, but would have 
been the ruin of the empire. 

The Regent, still “furious,” (as wc arc told on high autho- 
rity he had been two months before), “ against the* varhj 
friendsy^ was desirous to go on with his surviving Ministers, 
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THE REGENCY. 

selecting 'one of them to be put at the head of the Treasury; 
and was, above all things, solicitous to exclude Lords Grey 
and Grenville from hi§ councils. For this purpose, by the 
advice of the Duke of Cumberland, he very judiciously sent 
for the Chancellor; and explaining his views to him, coni' 
missioned him, first, to try to reconstruct tlie Cabinet from 
the existing materials, and if that should be found impossible, 
the least obnoxious additions were to be made to it. Lord 
Eldon himself, with a courage which never forsook him in ex- 
tremity, thought that the present Cabinet, enjoying the entire 
confidence of the Regent, and not unpopular in the country, 
although many wished to sec it strengthened, might go on 
without admitting any one, whether Pittite or Whig, who 
favoured the pernicious measure of Catholic emancipation. 

But it was necessary to take the opinion of his colleagues ; 
and by the Regent’s authority, having assembled them, he 
put to them, sariathn, this (jiiostion : — Are you of oj)inion 
that witliout Lord Gi'ey and Lord Grenville, and without 
Lord Wellesley and Mr. Canning, you can carry on the 
government?” Thei'e is extant llic memorandum, in his 
handwriting, in which he noted their answers and his own. — 
Eldon. ^ It might.’ But there was only one other uiupialified 
affirmative — that of the Earl of W('stmoreland (not a very 
great authority), who said simply, ‘ Yes.’ TIic rest were — 
VNo,’ by Lord Mulgravc. — ‘ Doubtful,’ by Lord Sidinouth. — 
‘Not,’ by Lord Harrow by. — Dangerous to Prince and 
country,’ by Lord Bathurst. — ‘ Doubtful,’ by Lord Buck- 
inghamshire. — ‘ Very doubtful, not desi)eratc,’ by Lord Cam- 
den. — ‘ Very improbable,’ by I-/ord Melville. — ‘ Doubtful, 
not desperate,’ by Lord Liverpool. — ‘ Extremely difficult,’ 
by Mr. Ryder. — ‘ Doubtful, to say the least, without a pro^ 
position' by Lord Castlereagh.” lie next asked them, “ if 
they would join an Administration with Lord Wellesley at 
the head of it,” and with one voice they said “No,” — for 
ho had lately left them on account of their hostility to Ca- 
tholic emancipation, and their refusal to carry on the war in * 
the Pwiinsiila >vith sufficient vigour. They were then asked, 

“ If the Prince put at the head any member of the present 
Administration, will the rest support him? ” They >Yere all 
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at last induced to say that “they would,” but they almost CMAl*. 
all concurred in the sentiment expressed by Lord CasUereagh, ^ ^ 
that a “proposition ” was necessary, for the purpose of show- ^ ^ 
ing to Parliament and the public that they had endeavoured 
to render the Government more efficient. They all signed 
tlic following declaration, leaving it to Lord Eldon more fully 
to explain their sentiments to his lloyal Highness: — “ The 
( 'ahinct would feel it to be their duty, if called upon by the 
Prince liegcnt, to carry on the administration of the govern- 
ment under any member of the present Cabinet whom his 
Koyal Highness might think pro[)er to select as tlie head of 
it. They consider it to be at the same time incumbent upon 
llicin most humbly to submit to his Jtoyal Highness, that, 
under all the present circunistances of the country, the result 
of their endeavour to cany on the government must in their 
judgment be very doubtful. It docs not, however, appear to 
llicm to be lio])eless, if the Administration is known to j)osscss 
I lie entire confidence of the Prince Kcgent.” 

Lords Grey and Grenville were less disagreeable to most 
(»r tlie Cabinet tliaii Lord Wellesley and Mr. t!anning, but 
tluy could not be pressed upon the Prince till every other 
icsonrce was exhausted ; and with the eoncnrrejKre of Lord 
Lldon, a negotiation was first oticned through Lord Liver- 
pool, with Lord Wellesley and Mr. Canning, for their aeces- 
>ion to office, upon the liasis of Mr. Perceval’s policy. While 
Lord Eldon was ignorant of the result, he wrote to Sir Wil- • 
liam : — “ Nothing is in any degree settled. The particulars Lord El- 
of what has been jmssing I cannot commit to jiajier. If I am 
a /Political coward, as I may very justly be thought, it is, as it Wi*lle»lcy 
ajijicars to me, a very melancholy truth, that 1 can find no- 
body among those whom Perceval has left, witli respeert to 
whom, upon comparison, J have not a most extraorilinary 
<iegrec of political fortitmlc. In general, I believe I may 
>ay, that attempts are making, with the concurrence of all, 
to bring Wellesley and (^aiming into office. If they come, 

Liverpool wdll be at the head of the Administration, and 
Castlcreagh to be, among the House of Commons’ mcn*bers 
of Administration, at the head of them. ]\Iost ihictk that . 
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W. and C. will not come upon those terms — they will be 
accepted upon no other. My opinion is, that both are so sick 
of being out, that they will come upon such terms. » If they 
don’t, we shall try what ive can do without them. Upon 
tliis there arc three opinions, two among us : that is, I think 
that that may and will go on — all the rest think that it must 
be tried, but that it cannot go on^ and that things will fall 
into the hands of G. Jind G. nearly forthwith. A third opi- 
nion comes from gentlemen in the H. of Commons, who think 
it will go on — and who are not Inclined to support at all, if 
W. and C. do come in. Upon this last opinion, however,* it 
is too late to act, if they bite. Lord Sid. has behaved very 
well, certainly ; so has the Regent.” 

To Lord Eldon’s surprise and joy, Lord Wellesley and 
Mr. Canning “ did not bite.” They would not come in on 
the terms offered, and they proposed, with seeming modera- 
tion, that a Cabinet might be formed on an intermediary 
principle respecting the Roman Catholic claims, exempt from 
the dangers of instant unqualified concession, and from those 
of inconsiderate peremptory exclusion, — and that the entire 
resources of the empire might be applied to the great objects 
of the war.” ^ 

A proposition ” having been made and rejected, it was now 
thought that the old Cabinet might go on without difficulty, 
and Lord Ijiverpool was about to be declared l^rimc Minister ; 
but there was much public dissatisfaction from the belief that 
the late abortive attempt had not been sincerely made ; and 
Mr. Stuart Worticy (afterwards Lord Wharnclitfc) moved, 
in the House of Commons, an address to the Prince Regent, 
praying him to take measures for forming a strong and 
efficient Administration,”! — which was unexpectedly carried 
by a majority of 174 to 170.f 

Next day the Ministers all tendered their resignations, and 
intimated that they only held their offices till their successors 
were appointed ; — but several of them were still sanguine 
in the belief, that the negotiation for a new Administration 

c» 
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might be disturbed, and that they must yet be recalled. Lord 
Eldon was more constantly closeted with the Duke of Cum- 
berland than ever, and it is supposed that ho did not at any 
moment despair of ultimate success. 

Lord Wellesley was now sent for by tlie Regent, and Lord Wel- 
commissioned to form an Adininistratioii. lie first applied tempt 
to the men actually holding office, to know whether any 
of them would join him, — and, as had been concerted, they iraiion. 
unanimously refused to be members of an Administration 
of his forming. lie then had permission to treat witli Ijord 
Grey and Lord Grenville ; for, although the AVliigs were by 
no means then popular, there was a large class in the eom- 
jnunity who had a high respect for the great talents and 
nnsuilfed reputation of these two statesmen, and desired to 
see them employed in the public service. It was therefore now 
considered necessary that they sliould not ap])ear to be pen*- 
inaiiently excluded from ofliee ; but Lord Wellesley, though 
jiormittcd to treat with them, was limit(*d to terms res])eeting 
scats in the Cabinet, and other arrangciinents, to which tlujy 
(•(mid not for a moment listen. In conscajuence, on tlie Explmia- 
ilnl of June, he stated, in the House of Lords, that he luul 
that day resigned the eomniission intrusted to liim for the Lonls. 
arraug(^anent of a new Administration, and, in refenuux to 
tlie existing Cabinet, “lamented that the most dreadful per- 
sonal animosities should have inter[)Oscd to prevent an ar- 
rangement which was s(j essential for the welfare of the 
counfry.” He declar(3(l that he was ready to disclose (jvery 
thing that had passed during his lu^gotiatlons, but strongly 
advised their Ijordships not 'to call for the disclosure. This 


advice was followed, — Ijord Liverj) 0 (d, on behalf of himstilf 
and his colleagues, disclaiming all personal animosities, and 
declaring that they had been actuated only by considerations 
of public principle. Lord Eldon, altliough strongly alluded to 
by Lord Grey and Lord Grenville, could not be induced to 
leave the woolsack for the purpose of communicating in- 
•fonnation to the House respecting the stejis hereafter to Ixj 
taken. 
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He was now of opinion that enough had been done to 
please the timorous, and he would immediately have started 
Lord Liverpool as Prime Minister, but Mr. Stuart Wortley 
threatened another motion in the House of Commons, and 
several of those, in comparison with whom he had an extra- 
ordinary degree of political fortitude,” quailed at the prospect 
of the coming storm. The Kegent was therefore advised to 
employ Lord Moira to negotiate the formation of an Admi- 
nistration, the basis of which should lie the consideration of 
the Catholic claims, and the vigorous prosecution of the war 
in Spain.” He was himself only to have an inferior office 
with a seat in the Cabinet, Lord W ellcsley being First Lord 
of the Treasury, and Lords Grey and Grenville having the 
principal sway in it. 

Notwithstanding Lord Eldon’s confident belief that this 
negotiation would fail, it had very nearly succeeded, and 
it would have led to his removal from office ; but he was saved 
by Lords Grey and Grenville’s unskilful management of a 
dispute rcsj)ecting the offices in the hoiiseliold. They were 
justified in considering that those ajipointments should form a 
part of a general ministerial aiTaiigeiucnt, and Avcrc not to be 
filled up according to the personal liking of the Sovereign ; but 
they insisted on the preliminary dismissal of the present officers 
of the household, — who had all privately resolved to resign as 
soon as the new Administration Avas formed. The llegent 
was advised to make his stand upon this i)oint, and even 
Lord Moira applauded his resistance. The unfortunate issue 
was chiefly imputed to Sheridan, Avho concealed from his 
friends the fact coinmimieated fo him, that all the household 
offices certainly Avoiild have been at the disposal of the new 
Ministers. * 

It is curious to speculate on the proliable consequences of 
the establishment of the Government Avhich Avas so near being 
formed. Lord W ellcsley being at the head of it to co-operatc 

• Sir S. Uoniilly exempts Lords Grey .nnd Grenville Jrom all blame, saying* 
tlirtt “ they very properly rcliisetl to be members of the Cabinet, unless tlic 
offices til the luuiscbuid, usually appointed to by Ministers, were to be at tlic 
disposal of the new Ministers.” — /.i/e, iii. 'l 1 . 



LIFE OF LORD ELDON. 


295 


zealously with his brother the Duke of WeUiDgtou, we may 
fairly conclude that our military triumphs would not have 
been less brilliant than those which actually followed ; — the 
unfortunate contest with America would have been avoided 
by the immediate repeal of the Orders in Council, — and if 
Catholic emancipation had then been voluntarily granted, we 
might have escaped many of the evils which arose from its 
being afterwards extorted by violence. 

But the nation now took part against liord Grey and 
I^ord Grenville, and i\Ir. Stuart Wortlcy said, These noble 
lords had debarred themselves, by their own conduct, from 
becoming the Administration of the country ; it was with 
regret that he saw the Jiatioii deprived of tlie services of such 
men; but under the eireuiustances which had occurred, they 
were themselves responsible for continuing in a private 
Kstation.” * 
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On the 8th of June Lord Liver|)ool declared in the House 
of Lords, that he had been that day a})poinied, by his Iloyal 
Highness the rrinee llegent, First Commissioner of the 
Treasury, with authority to (jomplcte the other arrangements 
of the Administration, as soon as possible ; and Lord Moini, 
in lamenting tlic failure of his enterjU'ise, said, there is this 
consolation, that it is now testified to the worhl, that on the 
part of his Iloyal Highness the IVmec llegent, there was in 
the proposition submitted by bis autliority to my noble 
friends no reservation whatever, and that it was made with 
the most entire disposition to give every effect to the wish 
expressed l)y the other braiicli of the h;gislature.” f 

Yet Sir Samuel liornilly ’thought tliat ho had mondy been 
made the tool of a more crafty man; and in his Diary thus 
sums up his account of this crisis: ^‘.Junc 11. — The whole 
of the negotiations for a new Ministry have been conducted, 
unquestionably, with a jnx'vlous determination on the part of 
the Prince and of those who enjoy his confidence, that they 
should not end in Lord Grey and Lord Grenville and tlieir 
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friends being in power. The Lord Chancellor has never, 
from the moment of the address of the House of Com- 
mons being carried, shown the least symptom of appre- 
hension tliat he was to resign his office. During these 
three weeks that the Ministers have been represented by 
themselves as holding their offices only till their successors 
should be named, he has given judgment in none of the 
numerous causes, petitions, and motions, which have been 
long waiting his decision ; though there never before was an 
instance of a Chancellor about to resign the Great Seal, who 
did not hasten to clear away the arrears of his Court. In- 
stead of this. Lord Eldon has bccni every day closeted with 
the Duke of Cumberland ; and, during several days in the 
term, the Court lias been entirely shut up, wdiile his Lord- 
ship was employed in some way never known to the suitors 
of his Court, or to the jiubllc. We have even had the Duke 
of Cumberland coming down to Weslniinstcr Hall, and 
sending for the Chancellor out of Court. The w hole matter 
has ended pretty much as I expected. It might have been 
much worse, if Lords Grey and (Ircinille bad not been de- 
terred from taking office by the obstiicles w hich w ere pur- 
posely thrown in their way. They would have been .suffered 
to remain in the Ministry but a very short time ; some pretext 
would have been anxiously w^atclied for, and eagerly seized, 
to turn them out with the lo.ss of character ; or a new cry 
against Popery woidd have been rai.sed, and tlicy would pro- 
bably have been the victims of it.” 

There was a general opinion that Lord Eldon would, ere 
long, be called upon, in the midst of- new difficulties, to give 
fresh jiroofs of his skill in keeping biinsclf and his friends in 
place, and excluding his opponents ; but this Administration, 
of which he was the real author, — although sitjiposed to be so 
rickety, — lasted, w ith some modifications, till the death of 
Lord Liverpool — a period of fifteen years. The formation of it 
is a remarkable awa in our party annals. Now Mr. Yansittart 
(Lord Bexley) was iilaccd at the head of the finances ; Lord 
Castlereagh bcciimc leader of the House of Commons ; and 
Mr, Peel (our illustrious Sir Bobert) began his official career 
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as Irish Secretary, to give assurance to Orangemen that their 
ascendency would ever be preserved. 

The first assault on the new Government was made by Lord 
Wellesley, who delivered an admirable speech in favour of tiie 
Irish Catholics. This was answered by the Lord Chancellor, 
who said, There is no wish nearer my heart than to be con- 
vinced that I am wrong, — in which case I will, without hesi- 
tation, vote for the resolution of the noble marquess. But it 
shocks me much to sec the descendants of a Somers and a 
llardwickc act so oppositely to the principles of their ancestors. 
If the present motion be carried, the noble marquess and I may 
shake hands ; but, as I hope for God’s mercy, I do not tliink I 
shall be living under the same constitution as hitherto.” At the 
same time he was so far softened as to move the previous ques- 
tiony ^'that he miglit not, by a direct negative, once and ibr ever 
shut the door of conciliation against the Koman Catholics, 
though he was anxious at fhe same time not to disguise from 
them his own objections, on constitutional grounds, to their 
claims.”* Such progress had public o[)inion made on tills sub- 
ject, that it had penetrated the House of Lords, and the pre- 
vious question (to the horror of the Ijord Chancelloi*, who 
was observed to be deeply affected as he announced the 
division) was carricd*only by a majority of one, the numbers 
being 126 to 125. t 

He was, if possible, still more annoyed hy tin? proceedings 
in Michael Angelo Taylor’s committee on the delays in 
Chancery,” and by the complaints on tliis sujijcet of several 
members of the House of Commons, wh<i maliciously insinu- 
ated that the accumulation of arrears arose chietly from the 
Lord Chancellor neglecting his judicial business for political 
intrigue. 'J'hinking that he w as abandoned by his colleagues, 
he was in such a rage that he threatened to resign, and to 
leave them to the fate which, witliout his patronage, would 
speedily overtake them. Thus he vented his feelings to Sir 
William : — 

‘‘ Really, af to the Government, I don’t care one farthing about 
it. I am mistaken if they do not mainiy owe their exist^^neCy as 
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suchy to me ; and yet I have been, in my judicial capacity, the ob- 
ject of the House of Commons’ persecution for two years, without 
a lawyer there to say a word of truth for me ; and though I have 
pressed, for years past, the importance of being supported there 
by some individuals in my own department of the profession, not 
the slightest notice of this has been taken in their arrangements ; 
I Iiave been left unprotected as before, — and so unprotected I 
cannot and will not remain. 

“ The Prince vows annihilation to the Government if I go ; and 
I suppose would resort to Canning and Wellesley. But I cannot 
feel the obligation 1 am under of being hunted in the House of 
Commons without more of protection than 1 have had — of bear- 
ing that the business of the Court of Chancery should be tumbled 
out at the end of the session, as it was, without communication 
with me.” 

However, lie was greatly comforted by having tlic honour, 
at the prorogation, of entertaining at dinner his Koyal 
Highness the Kcgcnt, with wlioin ho was now a special 
favourite, and who, enjoying the splendid hospitality and gay 
good humour of Bedford Square, forgot that the Princess of 
Wales had sat in the same room — at the same table — on 
the same chair — had drunk of the same wine — out of the 
same cup, — wlillc the conversation bad turned on her bar- 
barous usage from licr husband, and the best means of pub- 
lishing to the world her wrongs and /ns iniseondiict. 

When the Clianccllor retired to Eneombe, he wrote the 
following resume to his friend Dr. Swdre — which, if not so 
rich as that of the preceding year, will be found very charac- 
teristic and entertaining ; — 

“ My attention has been utterly distracted by the events of a 
year which, in their extraordinary nature so far as tliey respect 
myself, have surpassed all the extraordinary circumstances which 
even my chequered life has produced. I could not doubt that at 
the close of the Regency year, the 18th February, I should have 
had my dismissal : so sure was 1 of tliat, that when the Prince sent 
for me ou the I7tli, his commands reached me sitting for my 
picture in my robes. When I went he expressed hi»surprise that 
1 appci^cd in a morning in a laced shirt ; i told him what 1 had 
been about : he then expressed surprise that I could find any time 
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for such a business : my answer was that' the fact proved that that 
was difficult ; that the picture had been asked nearly two years for 
the Guildhall at Newcastle, and that, my countrymen wishing it 
should be in the Chancellor’s robes, I could not delay beyond that 
day in which I might for the last time be entitled to wear them. 
He smiled, and next day satisfied me that I needed not to have 
been in such a hurry. This was curious enough, but is literally a 
fact. Well, after this poor l\Tceval was assassinated. By the 
way, I had a pretty narrow escape. It is sawl, 

‘ Mors sola fatetur 

Qiinntula siiit hoinitiiiin corpuseula ; ' 
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but I have learned facts of poor Perce val’s life, Avhich I never 
should have learnt but in consequence of his death, and which 
prove him to have been a most extraordinarily excelhuit person. 
Here again, however, I thought I should sing ‘ Ninur diinittis ’ 1 

appointed and attended a llecorder’s report, which 1 thought it un- 
manly to leave to a^suoeessor, on a Monday, as I was morally eer- 
tain that I should not be Chancellor on the usual day, the Wed- 
nesday. But whether Grenville and Grey did not wish to be 
Ministers, or whether they would not be JMinisters unless they 
could bind kings in chains, I don’t know. The Tuesday put my 
wig and gown once more fast upon my head and back, and 1 am 
now just as uncertain when 1 shall sec the blessings of final retire- 
ment as I was before the King's illness. AVhat a life of an\i(dy 
(about myself certainly in no degree such) I led during these 
scenes, must be rcserve<l, if it is to be described, till some happy 
liour of conversation between us shall be voiichsafisl mo by Pro- 
vidence. I coneluded iny stay in town by tini 1 Vince Pegiuit’s 
dining in Bedford »Square with a man whom ho IumI hated more 
than any other in liis fatlicr’s dominions, according to his un- 
reserved confession.” [After stating his determination to fight to 
the stumps against C’atholie emancipation, he thus concludes.] 
‘‘ And now, dear Sam, I come to a close. Pefaiiied in olfiee, witli 
no wish to remain in it, I am praying for some fair opjiortuiiity, 
some honourable reason, for (putting. I grow old ; busiii(*s.s in- 
creases ; my ability to discharge it does not improve. Th(^s(‘, so 
help me God, arc the reflections which have occiijiied my anxious 
thoughts during the last winter, and yet, in this malignant world, 
whilst the Regent knows my wishes perfectly, I am supposed to be 
cliuging to office, and intriguing for others, who are anxio*js for it. 
God forgive them !” 
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During the autumn^ part of his house at Encombe was 
destroyed by a fire. This, if it did not produce at the time 
as beautiful a letter as that from Sir Thomas More on a 
similar occasion, he afterwards described very graphically in 
his old age : — “It really was a very pretty sight,” said he, 
“ for all the maids turned out of their beds, and they formed 
a line from the water to the fire-engine, handing the buckets : 
they looked very pretty, all in their shifts . While the fiames 
were raging, he was in violent trepidation about the Great 
Seal, which, although he was not in the habit, like one of his 
illustrious predecessors, of taking it to bed with him, he 
always kept in his bcd-chamber. lie flew with it to the 
garden, and buried it in a flower-border. But his trepidation 
was almost as groat next jnorning; for, what between his 
alarm for the safety of Lady Eldon, and his admiration of the 
maids in their vestal attire, he could not remember the spot 
where the davis rcf/ni had been hid. “ You never saw any 
thing so ridiculous,” he said, ^^as seeing the whole family 
down that walk })robing and digging till we found it.” 

Considering* tluit Lord Eldon had actually formed the 
present Cabinet, I am much surprised to pen*civc the incon- 
siderable influence he seems to have enjoyed in it, and how 
little he was consulted by Lord Liverpool, whom he had 
made Premier. lie justly complained that the Attorney and 
Solicitor General had been appointed without his sanction, 
and that neither was taken from his Bar ; — Sir Thomas Plumcr 
practising chiefly in the Court of Exchequer, and know- 
ing little of equity ; and Sir William G arrow, since he left 
the Old Bailey, confining himself to the Court of King’s Bench, 
and, notwithstanding his great natural acuteness, being 
utterly ignorant of law, as well as of equity, — so that they 
could render him no assistance in the attacks made upon him 
in the House of Commons respecting delays in the Court of 
Clianccry. 

It further appears, from a letter to him from Lord Liver- 
pool *, that the important resolution of dissolving Parliament 


18 tli Si‘pt. 1812 . 



LIFE OF LOUD ELDON. 

this autumn was absolutely adopted without any previous 
communication with him, and he was at once summoned to 
attend a council, when the proclamation for calling a new 
Parliament was to be signed by the Regent. The reasons 
which led to this measure were the mutinous vote of the 
House of Commons on Mr. Stuart Wortley’s motion ; the 
recent victory at Salamanca ; a renewed cry against Popery ; 
and a plentiful harvest, which had, as usual, given the pcoidc 
a high opinion of the wisdom of the Government. For these 
reasons, I doubt not that Lord Eldon would have concurred 
in the resolution ; but it surprises us to find him uncere- 
moniously required to put tlie Great Seal to writs for the 
new elections. If he was at all hurt, he must have been 
comforted by finding that the result of the contests wdiich 
ensued was generally in favour of the No Popery ” eandi- 
dates, and that the (lovernment was now sure of a commanding 
majority in botli Houses. 

The session was o])cned with much pomp. For a good 
many years past, from the infirmities of Giu)rgc III., and the 
dislike of the Regent to appear in public, the prerogative of 
the Crown, in parliamentary proceedings, had only been 
ercised by commissioners, — but the Regent was n(»w pre- 
vailed upon to deliver, in his own jicrson, the speech declar- 
ing the reasons Ibr summoning Parliaineni, and to the liorror 
of some over-rigid adherents ol' hereditary right, — hy the 
Chancellor’s advice, Ik; took his scat on the throne — of 
course still speaking *‘ in tin* nanu; and on the hehalf of liis 
Majesty.” He had to aimoun(.‘e the diminished hope of his 
Majesty’s recovcTy.* 

" The Orders in C^onncil,” found in experience to k(' so 
detrimental to onr own commerce, Imd provoked neutrals to 
set up uinvarran table claims, which would liave been fatal to 
the naval superiority of England, — and we were now at war 
with the United Stales of America, who even denied our 
right to reclaim our own seamen, if they had obtained letters 
of naturalization from a foreign government. In a debate 
upon an address to the Regent, to assure him of tlie^8uj)[iort 
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of Parliament in this new contest. Lord Eldon said, There 
was no question, in the whole course of his political life, on 
which he had given his opinion more reluctantly, or more 
decidedly. If the claim of naturalization insisted on by the 
Americans were allowed, why should it not be made by other 
countries ? If a residence of five years established the right, 
why not a residence of one mouth ? It would thus be easy, 
by the offer of impunity, and by the temptation of high pay, 
to seduce our seamen into the service of rival states. Unless 
America should think proper to alter her tone, he did not see 
ho^’^ the national differences could be settled. As an adviser 
of the Crown, he would never consent to an armistice on the 
condition of appearing to hesitate about a right so vitally 
affecting our honour and our interests as a nation.” The 
address, though carped at by some Opposition peers, was 
carried without a division.* 

Lord Eldon at last jaishcd through Parliament a bill 
which ought to luivc been passed ten years sooner — for the 
appointment of a new judge in the Court of Chancery, to be 
called Vice CiiANCELEoiLf Tliis bill was unaccountably 
opposed by some who had been loudest in complaining of 
delays in the determination of equity suits ; and, I am con- 
cerned to say, the most zealous of tlicsc was the enlightened 
and patriotic Romllly. lie was far above the prejudice of con- 
sidering the system of equitable judicature handed down to us 
from remote antiquity as absolute perfection, and he could not . 
have been swayed liy any consideration that his business at the 
bar was to be scattered among new coin|K;titors ; yet he spoke 
and wrote against a necessary and palpable improvement as 
if he had been fighting against the rei)oal of the Bill of 
Rights. Such was the arrear of appeals and writs of error 
in the House of L(»rds, that according to the past rate of 
despatch, they could not have been decided in less than twelve 
or thirteen years — to say nothing of the new arrear which 
would accumulate in that interval, — and a cause could not bo 
brought to a regular hearing in the Court of Chancery for 
a good eiiuuy years after it was ripe for being liciird. No 
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better plan was suggested for curing the evil. Lord Eldon 
expressed his conviction that when he should be dead and 
ijone, the subjects of this country would feel the salutary 
and satisfactory operation of a measure which tended to the 
ppcedy decision of their appeals to that House, and of their 
suits in the Court of Chancery. Attacks had been made on 
Ills judicial conduct which he would not deign to repel ; but 
lie would assert that no man, however experienced, vigorous, 
and industrious, could get through the business now cast 
upon the Lord Chancellor, lie reminded the House that 
the visible occujmtlons of that functionary were not alone to 
be regarded ; a Chancellor must give his nights as well as his 
days to the consideration of his duties ; he must pursue them 
even in the retirement of his house, and in the privacy of his 
closet, if he meant to do justice.”^ 

This prophecy lias been amply fulfilled ; and the increas- 
ing pressure of business has rendered necessary the creation 
of two additional Vice Chancellors — so that now there is 
110 arrear of appeals or writs of error in the House of Lords; 
and in the Court of Chancery every cause may be heard as 
soon as it is ready to be set down for hearing. Nor will any 
one who sees how the woolsack is at jireseut occupied by a 
consummate K(piity Judge, much lionour the rhur^rm/nnea of 
those who asserted that aft(*r the creation of the ofli(*e of 
Vice Chancellor, the Jjord Chaiu'cllor would he a mere 
politician, orator, or man of letters. 

Sir Samuel Ilomilly’s spleen, how(*ver, induced him to 
animadvert with great, and, I think, unjust severity uj)on tlie 
individual who first filled the office : — 

“ A worse appointiuent,” says he, than that of IMumor 
to be Vice Chancellor could iiardly have been made. He 
knows nothing of the hnv of real property, nothing of the 
law of bankruptcy, and nothing of the doctrines peci|liar to 
courts of equity. His appointment to this office is the more ex- 
traordinary, as the Chancellor is fully aware of his incapacity 
► to discharge the duties of it ; and jis Itichards, who is eertninly 
the best qualified for it of any one now in the profession, and 
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cmAP. whose politics could raise no objection to his promotion, has 
been always considered as the Chancellor’s most intimate pri- 
A.». 1813. vate friend. The Kegcnt certainly cannot have made it a 
point to have Plumer promoted, since he is one of the avowed 
authors of the Princess of Wales’s defence, which abounds 
with the most injurious insinuations against the Prince. The 
only explanation of all this is, tliat, with the rest of the 
Ministry, Plumer has a very strong interest ; that they have 
earnestly pressed his appointment, and have represented that 
it would be a great slight ujion him if he were to be passed 
by : and tliat the Chancellor has not on this, as he never has 
on any former occasion, suffered his sense of duty towards the 
public, or his private friendship, to prevail over his party 
politics.” 

Sir Thomas Plumer, although he had not enjoyed the ad- 
vantage of being brought up in the Six Clerks Oflice, and 
although he was not a profound jurist, was by no means 
ignorant of the law of real |)roperty, or of the law of bank- 
ruptcy, and he had jiractiscd on the equity side in the Court 
of Exchccpier lor many years. His judgments as Vice Chan- 
cellor, and INIaster of the llolls, sneered at by some old 
Chancery practitioners when they were delivered, arc now 
read by the student with much profit, and arc considered of 
high authority. I do not understand how it would have been 
any mitigation of Lord Eldon’s misconduct, that the llcgent 
had pressed the appointment; but if it would, I do not see 
why he' should be so positively deprived of the benefit of it, — 
for the Chancellor himself, one of the a uthors of the Princess 
of Wales’s defence, abounding with the most injurious in- 
sinuations against the Prince,” had grown into his Royal 
Highness’s special favourite. 


Lord El- I am sorry that the Vice Chancellor’s Bill, which had be- 
throv?*^'" conic indispensable lor Lord Eldon’s mvii convenience, is the 
out all only instance of his doing any thing for the improvement of our 
biurfllr rc ^^tstitutions. He continued as fierce as ever in his opposition 
forming the to Romilly’s iioblc ciuleavoiirs to mitigate the severity of the 
Sw? crimii.‘al code, and this session he again threw out the bills 
for taking away the penalty of death from shoplifting and 
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stealing in a dwelling-house, asking with great triumph. 

Is it an encouragement or discouragement in the eyes of 
any man of common sense, to commit a crime, that instead 
of being hanged if he commits it, he will at most only 
be transported ? * 

But one liberal measure passed — without meeting the 
smallest ojipositioii, and liardly exciting any notice either in 
or out of Parliament ~ the very identical measure, which in 
tlie year 1807 had turned out All the Talents,” and set 
the whole country in a Haine — the Bill to allow lioman 
Catholics to hold commissions in the army as field officers ! 
It was Introduced into the House of Lords by the Duke of 
Norfolk, and Lord Liverpool, the Prime IMinister, in a short 
speech said that lie entirely approved of it. j Nevertheless 
there are indiscriminate admirers of Cleorge 111. who still 
applaud his policy, when he not only refused his assent to 
this measure, but recpiired a written pledge, from his ministers 
that they never again would propose it to him. 

During the present sessitni of* Parliament the dis[)utes be- 
tween the Prince and Princess of Wales again camebel*ore the 
jniblic, and at one time seemed likely to lead to a change of 
the Government. AVilhout any new levity being imputed to 
her, fresh restrictions W(‘r(.' |)ut upon her intercourse with lier 
daughter. To these she would not (piietly submit, and she 
wrote a letter of rcmon.st ranee U> the Ihinee, which was 
thrice sent to Carlton House, and thiice n'turned imopened. 
She then wrote a letter t(» Lord Liverpool, to be comimini- 
eated to the Chancellor, complaining that she was debarred 
even of the means of stating her wrongs and asking j’cdrcss. 
The following answer was returned to her : — 

“ Lord Liverpool begs leave? to inform her Koyal Highness the 
Princess of Wales, that he eoiiiniimieated to the Lord (Jhaneellor, 
according to her Koyal Highness’s desire, tlic letter which he 
received from the IVmcoss on Sunday niglit. He ha.s likewise 

• 25 Pari. Dch. 525. Two royal Dukes, live Prelates, and three law Lords 
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thought it his duty to lay that letter before his Royal Highness 
the Prince Regent. 

“ The Lord Chancellor and Lord Liverpool have never declined 
to be the channel of any communications which the Princess of 
Wales might be pleased to inform them that her Royal Highness 
was desirous of making to the Prince Regent through his confi- 
dential servants ; and they would liave been ready to have sub- 
mitted to his Royal Highness any points in the copy of the letter 
transmitted by the Princess to Lord Liverpool, which it might 
have been their duty to have brouglit under his Royal Highness’s 
consideration, if the Princess luid signified to them her intention 
that the communication to his Royal Highness should have been 
made in this manner. l>ut it must be for the Prince Regent 
liimself to determine, whether he will receive, in the manner pro- 
posed, any direct cjommunicatioii by letter trom the Priiicess of 
Wales, or enter into any eorrespomhaiec witli lier Royal Highness. 

“ The Prince Regent has eoininaiidcd Lord Liverpool to state, 
that he adheres to tlie resolution wliich he has already expressed 
in this respect, and hti has dircct<‘d Lord Liverpool, tliereforc, to 
return her Royal Highness’s letter.”* 

Cochrane Johnstone soon afterwards made a motion on the 
subject ill the House of Commons. Mr. WHiitbread became 
the advocate tlicrc of the .Princess, and her cause was taken 
up with warmth by the Livery of Londijii. These proceed- 
ings caused mucli consternation in Carlton House, and tlic 
Prince did not tliink that he was suflieieiitly supported by his 
ministers, although they had gone quite as lar as any regard 
to decency would permit in liuniourliig liis caprices. In the 
debate on Cochrane Johnstone’s motion, Romilly had spoken 
merely to defend those concerned in the investigation of 1806 
— hut a hope was entertained that lie would zealously take 
part with the Prince, and the Great Seal was to have been 
his reward. I'lio negotiation was opened tlirough Mr. Nash, 
the architect, who was a private friend of the llonilllys, and 
who since hie laying out “ Regent Street,” and the ‘‘ Regent’s 
Park,” had been patronised by the Regent. He had several 
times tried in vain to induce Romilly to go to Carlton House, 
that he might advise his Royal Highness on the course he 
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j*houl(l pursue in counteracting the schemes of the Princess. 
The following entry gives an account of a new attempt : — 

‘‘ March 13tli. ]\Ir. Nash called upon me again. He told 
me that his former visit to me was made at the request of the 
Kcgcnt, and that he had since had much conversation with 
him ; that the Prince was still desirous of seeing me, and said 
that he had a right to consult me as liis counsel, and that as 
such I was retained for him. I told Mr. Nash that, in all 
Ills Itoyal Iliglmess’s private concerns, ho had, undoubtedly, 
a right to command my advice and assistance, but that the con- 
duct of the Princess of Wales had become a matter of state ; 
had been siibruitted to the consideration of committees of the 
Privy Council; bad been a subject of consideration by the 
Cabinet, and was as mucli a matter of ])ubHc (‘oncern as tlio 
war with Spain or witli America, and that it was Impossible 

for me to advise with tlie Prince upon it He 

had some more conversation, in which he said, that Lord 
Yarmouth had asked him, whether he llioiight I was so much 
of a party-man, as on that account to have, any personal ob- 
jection to bimself ; and he asked, but as eiitiri‘ly from him- 
self, ‘Whether I sliuidd tliink it a duty to refuse the Croat 
Seal if it were oflered me, unless all my p(»litlcai friends formed 
part of the Administration I told liim, tijat it was not 
by party motives that I was actuated, but tliat my opinion 
was, tliat no good could be done to tin* country, unless those 
men, who Iiad acted on Mr. Fox’s principles, ^vr\v in ad- 
ministration, and (hat J should not consent to form part of 
any A<lmiiiistratioii in wliich they were not com|>rehended. 

“ 17th. jNIr. Nash called upon me again this morning. iTo 
said he came to renew the snl>je(!t of our last conversation. 
That he was extremely anxious [ should sc‘e tlie Prince; that 
tlic Prince had no perscni who coid<l speak honestly and 
openly to him; that lie thought that if J saw him, what I 
sliould say to him might Icail to a total change of the Ad- 
ministration ; that he was still attached to his former political 
friends. 

“ 2 1st. I dined to-day at Nash’s. To my surprisv#, Lord 
Yarmouth dlmal there. Before he came in, Na.sh took 
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me aside, to tell me that every thing was in confusion at 
Carlton House ; that this was the moment for bringing about 
a change of Administration ; that he was himself most 
anxious that it should be eifccted ; and that I was the link 
by which the Prince might be reunited with his old political 
friends. I told him that to me this really appeared to be 
quite impossible. He said that he had, however, thought it 
right to apprise me of this, and that he had again had a long 
conversation with the Prince last Friday.”* 

By a letter from Lord Eldon to his brother, Avritten about 
the same time, it ajipears that the Prince, while he was 
striving to lay hold of all the Chancellor’s patronage, was 
quarrelling Avith him for not going far enough about the 
Princess. This letter is in answer to an application for a 
Cursitorship : — 

It is absolutely impossible, and I am very sorry for it, that I 
can avail myself of this occasion to do Aviuit you wish. Some one of 
my own secretaries must liave the Cursitorship — they have a right 
to it — the Commissionershii)s arc pledged ten deep, and, as to the 
private sccretarysliip, that I must dispose of without reference to 
any body but myself, if J am to continue Chancellor. I doubt 
whether 1 am: the Prince having applictl for all, and I having re- 
fused liim all. As to the private secrertaryship, it distresses me so 
much that it is vacant, that 1 sincerely Avisli to ]>ut an end to my 
own office. Excuse the haste Avhich I write Avith from the Bench, 
and excuse any thing improper, for I mean notliing to be so ; but 
my soul is lieavy. I am too low, and too ill, to mix Avitli tlic Avorld, 
juid I tlierefore absented myself yesterday, and shall do so to-day. 
The P. has ])een treating me with j^o much unkiiulness, because I 
won’t do as to hisAvife and daughter as he w'ishes — in away, — that 
one more such interview as 1 liavc had, if it occurs, Avill save me 
the trouble of appointing to tlie secretarysliip, or any tiling else, 
Avherc the officer goes out of office with the Chancellor.” 

This storm, however, soon blew over. If the Regent had 
ever any intention to do more than amuse Romilly, with a 
view to get a speech from him in the House of Commons, it 
Avas abandoned, and his Royal Highness Avrote to Lord • 
Eldon •feuch kind and familiar notes as the follow'ing: — 


* Lift? of Roinily, iii. 86 — 9-I. 
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‘‘ My dear Friend, 

Pray give me a call on your way home, when your Cabinet 
• breaks up, as an idea has struck me which I wish to talk over 
with you for live minutes, in order that you may turn it over in 
your mind before to-morrow morning. Just send me a line to 
mention about wliat hour I may be likely to see you, in order that 
1 may be in the way, and not keep you waiting. 

“ Ever sincerely yours, 

“Gkoikje, P. R.*' 

A letter to Dr. Swire from the Chancellor shows that by 
the autumn of this year, he had gained a complete ascendency 
over the Prince, and was very proud t»f him as a pupil, and 
a convert. After mentioning as ‘^a piece of Church news,” 
the aj^pointment of Dr. Parsons as Bishop of Peterborough, 
it thus proceeds : — 

“ He is a stout fellow, and right, I bi*li<;ve, upon points of mo- 
dern controversy, — tlie Catholic question particularly ; and my 
young master, who is as euijvr as his father was upon thaty and 
of the same way of thinhingy seems to me to be looking out very 
sincerely for those wlio are able and willing to support Church and 
State as we have luid them in times past. What a blessing to 
himself and to the country it lias been, that the 1 Vince did not 
succeed to governmeni, upon the King’s demise, Imt under eireum- 
stances which have given him an uiiportiinity of h^aniiiig what he 
would otherwise never liavc known, — or, as the (iuecn jiiits it, of 
enabling her son George* to learn that his jioor father knew better 
who were his son’s best friends tliaii tliat son himself did ! lie is 
conducting himself really extremely well. His father, he says, 
often told him not to part with, the Clianeellor ; hut lie owns tome 
that he hated me more than lie dtrtested any other man in llie 
kingdom. At present many, 1 believe, think he is too much at- 
tached to me, and 1 am sure that it is impossible ior a human 
being to treat another witli more confidence and regard than he 
does me.” 

Ever afterwards till tlie formation of Mr. Canning’s go- 
vernment, tlicJre seems to have been the most perfect cordiality 
between the Chancellor and his young master,” and we 
hear no more lamentations about " the dear old King.”* 
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Although the Regent cannot be said to have displayed any 
very high public or private virtues, and his Ministers, with 
Lord Liverpool as their chief boast, were men much inferior in 
ability to those who had been at the head of affairs when 
such disasters befell the country during the American war, 
and in the late coalitions against France, — we are arrived 
at one of the most glorious and prosperous scras to be met 
with in English history. Having gained victory after vic- 
tory, Wellington w'as descending the Pyrenees into the plains 
of Languedoc; and Napoleon, having lost amidst the snows 
of Russia tlie greatest army ever assembled in modern ages, 
was gallantly, but vainly, striving to defend his capital 
against hordes collected from every cHrnc between the river 
Rhine and the wall of China. At last the advance of the 
English uj)on Paris was stopped by a j>eaee winch the allies 
dictated, — Louis XVI IT. was king of France and Navarre, 
— and he who had threatened to make Hritaiii one of his sa- 
tra[)ies was hailed as “ Emperor of Ellia!” — In the general 
illumination of Ivondon to celebrate tliese successes there were 
vaunting mottoes in foreign languages; but Lord Eldon, with 
piety and good taste, dis])l:iycd, hy variegahul lamps upon the 
front of his house in Bedl'ord S<jiiare, the words, “Thanks 
UK TO (Joi)!” lie was inueli ehcered l)y the mob; and he 
then little tliought that within a year he and his family were 
to stand a siege in this very house, under seriinis apprehen- 
sion of perishing by fire or by the sword ! 

The session of 1814, which did not begin till the 23d of 
March, was spent almost ontirply in votes of thanks and 
addresses of congratulation. On the 28th of flunc Welling- 
ton took his seat, for the first time, in the 1 louse of Lords, 
having beeti, while serving in the Peninsula, by successive 
patents, upon gaining fresh victories, created a Viscount, an 
Earl, a Marquess, and a Duke. Here was an opportunity 
for eloquence from the Woolsack, exceeding any enjoyed by 
LohI Cowiicr ill the reign of Queen Anne. I •am sorry that 
the House of Lords’ .speech of congratulation to the Hero * 
of a Imndred battles” was a most wretched performance, and 
the meanness of it was the more striking when it was com- 
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pared with the soul-stirring language in which the thanks of 
tlie House of Commons w'cre returned to him, three days 
afterwards, by Speaker Abbot.* I cannot understand how 
the Chancellor, conscious of his own deficiency in literary 
composition, from liaving read nothing but briefs for so many 
years, — should not have asked his brother. Sir William, to aid 
him, — as ho did when, appointed High Ste^vard of the Uni- 
versity of Oxford, lie cxi)ected to be called upon for a Latin 
epistle. The only sentence which he uttered above clumsy 
common-place tw^addlc was tliat in wdiieh he alluded to ‘‘a cir- 
cumstance, singular in the history of that House, that before 
his introduction he had successively gone through every 
dignity of the peerage in this country which it was in the 
pow’er of the Crowni to bestow'.” And here he w'as inac- 
curate, for Wellington was made a Viscount wdicn first en- 
nobled, without having previously held the rank of a Baron, f 

The allied Sovereigns coining to London after the jicace, 
Lord l^ldoii w'as presented to them, and several times met 
them in society ; but his ignorance of all Conlincntal lan- 
guages prevented them having any conversation with him, 
— wdiicli was a great disnp|)oiiiimcnt to some of them, from 
the high consideration they observed that he held among his 
countrymen. 

He used to isolate an anecdote of this visit wdiich, if 
genuine, lie must have heard in a jovial moment from the 
llcgciit himself. The Kmperor Alexander, scandalised by 
the disturbance which the Princess of Wales created at the 
Opera House and other jdaces to annoy her husl>aud, though 
himself living on bad terms w^ith the Empress, used the 
friendly freedom to admonish his iloyal Highness to he more 
regardful of the decencies of domestic life. i\cxt day they 
were riding together, in the same carriage, through the 
Strand, in the midst of an immense crowd, who generally 
sympathised wdth the supposed wn’ongsof the rrinccss, — when 
a greasy citizen actually put his head into the carriage, and 

• 28 Pari. Deb. 400. ^ 

t Lord Kidon had failed M^nally (althoufirli the occasion was much less memo- 
rable) in returning the thanks of the House, in IHIO, to (iainl»ier, for the 

victory won by him in Basque Hoads. — See Pariiatnetitanf DebaJet, vol. xv. 355. 
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hallooed out, ^ Where’s your wife ? Go home, and live with 
your wife.’ Whereupon the Kegent, with much readiness, 
said, ^ Ccla regard votre Majestc Imperialc.’ 

Tlicre now arose in the Royal family another controversy 
which, I think, Lord Eldon and his colleagues might, and 
ought to have prevented. The Ilegent wished that his 
daughter should be married to the Prince of Orange, heir 
apparent to the new kingdom of the Netherlands. Politi- 
cally this was not a wise arrangement, it being clearly ex- 
pedient to select, as the consort of the heiress of the throne 
of England, a foreign Prince of higli lineage and distinguished 
personal qualities, without any foreign dominions,— that the 
inconveniences experienced in four reigns, from our connection 
with Hanover miglit never return. A still more serious ob- 
jection was, that the Princess Charlotte, from the moment 
that a hint was tlirown out of such a match being in contem- 
plation, testIKed a deep and insupci^able aversion to it, not- 
withstanding the gallantry of the Dutcli Prince. Ilow’^cver, 
all objections were overruled by her father, and his ministers. 
Previously to framing a convoutioii on the subject with the 
government of the Netherlands, Lord Liverpool thus ad- 
dressed Lord Ekioii : — 

‘‘Upon the principle, I conceive then^ is no diinciilty. One 
point is indispcaisabh*, — tliat llie sovereignty of (Jreat liritain and 
of Holland shall nevcT la* in the same person. 

“Another is desirahic, bat not indispeii.suble, — that the suc- 
cession to the two sovereignties shall, if possible, go to the descend- 
ants in different lines, so that tlieir respective pretensions may not 
afterwards clash. 

“ With respect to the Hereditary Prince of Orange, we cannot 
call upon him to give up his rights, as future sovereign of the Ne- 
therlands. lint he w'ill never be King of this country, nor be any 
thing in the country, when he resides lierc, but a subject. His 
eldest son, if he lives, will be King of Great liritain. There is no 
difficulty therefore about excluding him specifically from the sove- 
reignty of Holland. His second son, it is proposed, should succeed 
to the sovereignty of Holland. If, by the death of his brother, he 
succeeded to tlie sovereignty of Great Britain, he of course must 
give up the sovereignty of Holland. But tlie question of doubt is, 
whetlier, if he succeeded to be heir apparent or heir presumptive 
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to the sovereignty of Great Britain, he should thereby forfeit the 
sovereignty of Holland. 

“ Is not this a Dutch question, and might it not be left to the 
Dutch legislature to determine ? All tve are bound to provide is, 
that the two sovereignties shall not be in the same person ; and 
w'e have no objection to stipulate that the first-born sou of the 
marriage shall not succeed to the sovereignty of Holland. 

Surely there can bo no difficulty in providing that all other 
contingencies as to the sovereignty of Ihdland shall (1(‘pcnd upon 
the laws of Holland, provided ahvays that the two sovereignties 
never arc vested in one j>erson. 

“ This can involve us in no difficulty, because it is not proposed 
to make any alteration in the succession to the throne of Great 
Britain. 

“ I wish you would try to draw up a short stipulation in this 
sense and to this efioct ; and I am anxious, for reasons that will 
occur to you, that it sliould bo done soon,” * 

This was a niiicli more (llllicult settlement” than any he 
had been instructed to draw' while practising as a ‘‘convey- 
ancer,” and it might liave given rise to many (picstions as 
puzzling as “ whetlier, by the treaty of lltreclit, the issue 
of the Montpensier marrijige be cut off from the succession 
to tlic Crown of Si)aln ? ” 

The political obstacles w’ould liave been surmounted, but 
the young lady w'as inflexible. We kncov, on the authority 
of Lord nroughaui, to whom she applied for advice, that the 
match continued tin; subject of unremitting nc'gotlation be- 
tween her and her father: “An attcnqit had even been 
made, tlirovigh one of Iiis law*^ (dlieers, to persuade her that, 
after receiving some prestuits, and saying things c«)nstrned 
into promises, she could be cornp(‘lled ]>y a Court of lM[uity 
to perform the contract. This strange doctrine, this new 
kind of equity, she had met w ith admirable presence of mind, 
and indeed skill, declaring her ignorance of the law', but 
offering to believe tlie proposition thus (by way of tlireat) 
laid down, — provided, to prevent all mistakes, they who stated 
• it would put it in writing, and sign their names to it, that 
she might show it to ilr. Hrougham.” * 
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No more was heard of this extension of the doctrine of spedjic 
performance^ but still tlie pressure upon her was so great, that, 
on the 12th of July, she actually eloped from Warwick House, 
where she was established, under the care of the Bishop of Salis- 
bury, and tried to find an asylum in her mother’s house in Con- 
naught Place. Mr. Twiss says that this was in consequence 
of the Regent and the Bishop, her tutor, having uncx- 
pjectcdly visited her,* and, pronouncing the dismissal of her at- 
tendants, having declared that she was to be taken to Carlton 
House ; whereupon, requesting leave to retire, she escaped 
by the back staircase into the street, and hurried into a hack- 
ney-coach ; and tliat the Duke of York and the Lord Chan- 
cellor, as soon as the place of her retreat was ascertained, 
proceeded thither witli instructions from tlie Regent to bring 
her back.f To complete this version of the story. Lord 
Eldon himself is sii[)poscd to have added tlie following nar- 
rative : — 

‘‘ Wlicii we arrived, I informed licr a carriage was at thei^^ 
door, and we would attend her home. But home she would 
not go. She kicked and bounced : but would not go. Well, 
to do my ollicc as gently as I coidd, 1 told her I was sorry 
for It, for until she did go, she would ho obliged to entertain 
us, as we would not leave her. At last she accompanied us.” 

“But,” says Lord Brougham, “this is a jicrfect mi.sstate- 
ment, indeed a pure fiction, and there are three persons yet 
living who know it to be so, and having read the above lines, 
agree in so declaring it. AVhen the Princes.s’s escape became 
known at Carlton I louse (for It is not at all true, as stated by 
Mr. Twiss, that the Prince and Bishop went to see her at 
Warwick I lous(i, to inform her of the new constitution of her 
household, and that she asked leave to retire, and escaped by 
a back staircase), the Regent sent notice to the lieads of the 
law, and of his own Duchy of Cornwall establishment. 
Soon after these arrived, each in a scjiaratc hackney coach, 
at Connaught Terrace, the Princess of Wales’s residence.^ 
These were the Chancellor, Lord Ellcnborough, Mr. 

f,- ■ 

• Law Review, No. XL 282. f Twiss’s Life of Eldon, cli. xxxy. 
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Adam, Chancellor of the Duchy of Cornwall, Mr. Leach, 
the Bishop of Salisbury, and afterwards the Duke of 
York. There had already come to join the Princess a.d. i8i4. 
Charlotte, Miss Mercer, now Lady Keith and Contesse dc 
Flahault, who came by the Regent’s express desire as his 
daughter’s most confidential friend; Mr. Brougham, for 
whom the young Princess had sent, as a person she had 
already often consulted ; tlic Duke of t:?usscx, wliose attend- 
ance he had taken tlie })reeaution of asking, knowing that he 
happened to dine in the iinincdiatc neighbourhood ; the 
Princess of Wales too liad arrived from lier villa at. Black- 
heath, where she was when Mr. Brougham and Miss Mercer 
arrived; her Royal Highness was accompanied by Lady 
Charlotte Lindsay then in waiting. Dinner had been or- 
dered by the I?rinecss Charlotte, and the l)arly, exceiit the 
Duke of Sussex wlio did n<»t immediately arriv(‘, were at 
table; when from time to time the arrival of the great per- 
sonages sent by the Regent was announced, as each of their 
haekney-eoaehes in suecessi<m came into the street. Some 
were suHerod to remain in these vehicles, better fitted for 
convenience than for state; but the, j)resumj)tivo heiress to 
the Crown liaving chosen that eonvcyanca*, it was the humour 
of the [larty which she wa.s now delighting with her humour, 
and interesting by her high spiilts, like a bird flown from a 
cage, tliat these exalted sulijccts sliouhl become familiar with 
a residence which had so lately been grat’ed Avith the occu- 
pancy of their future sovereign. Kxceptions liowcver Averc 
made, and the Duke of Y'ork imnicdiutely was asked into a 
room on tlie gronnd-fl«K»r. It is an undoubted fact, that not 
one of the persons sent by the Regent, not even the Duke 
of York, ever Avas in any of the apartments abova; stairs for 
one instant until the young Princess had agreed to leave the 
house and return home. Tlie Princess of A Vales saw the 
Duke of York for a few minutes beloAV ; and this Avas the 
only communication betAveen the company above and those 
bcloAV — of whom all but the Duke and the Bishoj) ix'inained 
outside the house. After a great deal of discussivMi the 
Princess Charlotte asked Mr. Brougham Avhat he, on the whole, 
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would advise her to do. He said, ^ Return to Warwick House 
or to Carlton House, and on no account pass a night out of it,’ 
She was exceedingly affected — even to tears — and asked if 
he too refused to stand by her. The day w'as beginning |o 
break ; a Westminster election to reinstate Lord Cochrane 
(after the sentence on him which abolished the pillory, and se- 
cured his re-election), was to be held that day at ten o’clock. 
Mr. Brougham led Ibhc young Princess to the window, and 
said, have but to show you to the multitude which in a 
few hours will fill tlicse streets and that Park — and possibly 
Carlton House will be piillocl down — but in an hour after 
the soldiers will be called out, blood will flow, and if your 
Royal Highness lives a hundred years, it will never be for- 
gotten that your running away from your home and your 
father was the cause of the mischief; and you may depend 
upon it the English people so hate blood that you will never 
get over it.’ She at omiG perceived the truth of this state- 
ment, and without any kind of hesitation agreed to see her 
uncle below, and accompany liim home. But she told him 
she would not go in any carriage except one of her father’s, 
as her character might suffer — she therefore retired to the 
drawing-room until a royal coach was sent for, and slic then 
Avent home with the Duke of York.” * 

The P riiicess Charlotte was carried to Charlton House, and 
was understood to be kept there for some time a close pri- 
soner. In consequence her uncle the Duke of Sussex put 
several questions to Ministers in the House of Lords, 
AVhether, since her removal .to Carlton Hoiise, she was 
allowed that degree of comniiinication with her friends and 
connections Avliieh she had enjoyed in Warwick House?” 
‘‘Whether she had liberty of communication by letter?” 
“ Whether slie was in that state of liberty which persons 
considered not in confinement ought to bo in?” and 
“ Whether, as she had reached the age of eighteen, there Avas 
any intention of providing an cstabilslimeiit for her suitable 


• Lal^ Review, No. XI. 2HO. See Kdiiilnirgh Review for July, 1838, 
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lo her rank?” Lord Liverpool having declined to answer 
any of these questions, Lord Eldon added, If my noble 
friend had answered the questions put to him by the illus- 
trious Duke, he would have been guilty of a gross breach of 
liis duty to his Sovereign, and I will tell my noble friend 
that I never again would have conversed with him. What 
is meant by the question, ^ Whether the Princess is allowed 
intercourse with her friends and connections (it might as 
well have been said with her memirs) while living under the 
roof of her royal Father?’ Is not this an imputation? But 
1 must look upon it as an animadversion on the Ministers of 
the Crown wdth reference to supposed advice. I will now 
only sa}^ that the great person alluded to has the exclusive 
riglit to direct the education of his child, and that no inau 
is entitled to inter])osc between them, and a very strong 
ground indeed must bo previously established to 'warrant the 
interposition of Parliament upon such a suhjc'cl. With 
reference to the whole of tlie comlmjt of the great person 
alluded to in this aifair, 1 have tlie satisfaction of being able* 
to state in the face of the country, that he is deserving of 
the apidaiisc and not the censure of mankind.” * 

Tlic Duke of Sussex gave notice of a motion r(?sp(‘Cting 
the treatment of the Princess Charlotte, hut withdrew it, 
saying, he had learned that she had b(‘cn seen riding on 
horseback in A\'inds()r l^irk, so tliat ho was inclined lo hope 
that more lenient measures were to b<5 takim towards her.” 
The Lord Chancellor said, “ he never had meant to contend 
that there might not lie cases with regard to the treatment 
of mcmbcLS of the Ivoyal Family, in wliieh it might he 
the duty of Parliament to intcrlerc, but in the jircsent in- 
stance he maintained that no ground had been laid for such 
interference.” t 
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The firmness of the Princess Charlotte relieved her from IKt suIjkc. 
any farther importunity iijKm tliis suhje<tt, and she afterwards Jiy "mr-** * 
contracted a marriage of afiection, which the whole country 
' approved, and which promised the most auspicious rcHiilts, ‘ 


when she was suddenly snatched away to an early toinV 


f Ib. 
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It uiiglit Imve been supposed that at least in this glorious 
year, when Lord Eldon had met with so much to gratify 
him, and so little to annoy him, he might have been tolerably 
reconciled to the cares of office, but it turns out that all the 
while he was more eager than ever to get rid of them : thus 
he w’rote to Dr. Swire : 

“ I had tliouglit tluit ere this time I should liave been disen- 
gaged from the fatigue and oppression (for it begins to be op- 
pressive at my years) of my oflice. But I have found it more 
difficult to persuade others than to persuade myself, that it is 
time for me to go. Providence and the country have bestowed 
upon me so mueli more ihaii I could liope or deserve, that I ouglit 
l)erliaps to be somewliat ashamed of quitting my post, when those, 
who are intrusted to judge, tliink that T may still be useful; but 
the .struggle, between inelinatiou to resign and reluetance to bo 
thought too willing to consult my own ease, cannot last much 
longer, because it must soon become a question about existence.” * 

The general rc^joicings for the triumphant peace of 1814 
were soon succeeded by daiigcroiis riots on account of the 
bill to prohibit the iin[)ortati()U of all foreign corn till wheat 
bad reached the price of eighty sliillings the quarter, and 
other mvv/ /.S’ were jirofiortionally dear. Ijord KIdou probably 
thought, like Lord Siilmoutlit niid many other respectable 
politicians, that foreign corn slioiild at all times be cow- 
trafmndy or .that the pricje when importation was to be per- 
mitted should have been still higher, — and no blame could have 
been imputed to him if he had felt .'ind expressed such senti- 
ments. But, in reality, he had taken no |>art in the corn-law 
debates, except complaining of. the violent clamour Avhich 
bad been raised upon the subject out of doors, and very pro- 
perly resisting a petition from the Lord Mayor and Livery 
of London to be heard against the bill by counsel at the bar. J 

• The letter likewise eont.iins iiiucli about relij^ion, which I ilo not copy, that 
1 iii.iy .'ivoid nil risk of seeminj:; levity upon so awful a sulycct. 

f See Letter, l.'itli IMarch, 181.1, in which he says, — “ My apprehension ami 
conviction is, that the protectiui; price (80s.), as fixed by the hill, is not suf- 
ficient to give tiiat confidence to the corn grower which is essential to the attain- 
ment of the g\roat object of the hill, — namely, an ample and independent supply.” % 
He then goes on to explain that the continual dread of arriving at that price 
would ^heek tlie application of capital and labour to the production of grain 
from our own soil. — Li/f'f hi- l*-i7. 

I On this occasion, while he was saying. “ Why must not Bristol be heard 
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Nevertheless He was, for his supposed hostility to free trade, 
.specially obnoxious to the mob. Once he was rescued from 
tiicir violence by Lady Eldon. At the rising of the House 
of Lords a great assemblage of workmen and apprentices in- 
sulted him, as he was waiting for his carriage to return home ; 
but on finding, when it drove up, that his wife, who had 
been in the habit of coming to fetch him, was in it, — and laid 
not been deterred from her duty by the fear of their violence, 

they gave her three cheers, and allowed both of them to 
<l(»])art in peace. 

However, in the night of the 6lh of ]\Inreh, his house in 
Bedford Square was attacked by a large body of the rioters, 
who broke the windows, tore up the iron railings, and, burst- 
iiig open the outer door, rushed into the hall. There they 
were checked by a guard of soldiers, called in through a 
hack entry from the llritisli Museum, which was close by, 
and a inanofiuvnj intended to represent the military foree 
iiiuch greater than it really was having succeeded, they were 
])anic-struck, and took to flight. The Chaneellor then gal- 
lantly sallying forth, brought in two prisoners, and said to 
lliem, ^*If you don’t mind Avhat you are about, lads, you will 
all come to be liauged.” On which one of them said, — as their 
iViends were coming to their rescue, — “ lk‘rhai>s so, old (;hap ; 
hut I. think it looks now as if you would he hange(ly/;,sY,” Jn 
telling the story the old J\H*r would add, “ and I had my 
misgivings that he was in the j-igb.t.” However, he got his 
wife and children safely into the jMuseum, and the mob were 
dispersed by a large reinforcement of soldiers. 

For three weeks his house was a garrison, and during all 
tliat time he could only get to Westminster Mall by going 
stealtliily through the Museum Gardens, and diving into all 
the obscure alleys in which he could find a passage, attended 
hy Townsend the IJow Stre(!t oOiecr, and a rear-guard of 


why not Birmingham — why not Clultcnham — wliy not every town in the 
^kingdom?’* the l)iikc of Gloucester chvtral ironically and ofUmsively ; wliere- 
*»I>on I.ord P^ldon Mid, with great spirit, “ The illiistiioiis Duke cries ‘ Ilivir ! 
hear!’ I wish he would hear i and I now tell him, that as I think all petAioners 
t’lpuil, I know all peers to be so.” — CJO VarL iJvb, tidS. 
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policemen. Such were the stories he told, — but I think that, 
like other great lawyers giving an account of their conflicts 
with mobs, he must have exaggerated a little both his perils 
and his prowess. * 

The discussion about the corn laws and all internal disputes 
were suddenly suspended by the astounding intelligence that 
Napoleon had escaped from Elba, had landed at Cannes, had 
been joined by all the troops stationed at Grenoble, had pro- 
ceeded in triumph to Paris, and was again established at the 
Tuillcries in the place of Louis XVIII. , who had fled to 
Ghent. Althougli a wild Jacobin who thought that the 
world must be regenerated l)y the subversion of all the 
old monarchies in Europe, joyously tossed up his hat at 
the thought of the coming confusion, — the riglitly disposed 
of all parties in the state now cordially concurred in assisting 
the government to crush our im[)hicablc foe, and to maintain 
our independence as a nation. 

It is not mine to record the glories of* Waterloo, and there 
was no ineinoraldc occurrence, within iny humble sphere, till, 
on Napoleon being brought captive in an English ship of war 
to Plymouth, the (picstion arose, how his |)erson was to bo 
disposed of? Lord Ellenborough, Sir AVilliam Grant, Sir 
William Scott, and other great jurists being consulted, they 
gave conflicting and vei’y unsatisfactory opinions with respect 
to the law of nations upon the stnlus of the Emperor, — some 
saying that he was to be regarded as a prisoner of Avar — 
others as a subject of Louis XV III., to whom he should be 
delivered up to be tried for treason — and otliers as a pirate 
or hostis humam (/cnerhy carrying about Avitli him caput lu- 
piiinm — while there were not wanting persons so romantically 
liberal as to contend that, having tlirown himself on our 
hospitality, he was entitled to immediate freedom, and that 
he should be alloAvcd to range at pleasure over the earth, I 
think Lord Eldon took a much more sensible view of the 
subject than any of them — Avhich was ‘^ that the case was 

not provided for by any thing to be found in Grotius or"* 

«• 


f'idc Vul. VI. 



LIFE OP LORD ELDON. 


321 


Vattel, but that the law of self-preservation would justify 
tlic keeping of him under restraint in some distant region, 
where he should be treated with all indulgence compatible 
with a due regard for the peace of mankind.” Accordingly, 
St. Helena was selected as the place of his exile ; and to put 
a stop to all experiments in our Courts, by writs of habeas 
corpus^ or actions for false imprisonment, an Act of Parlia- 
ment was passed to legalize his detention.* Had the dis- 
graceful disputes been avoided which afterwards took place 
respecting the number of bottles of wine he should be allowed 
for dinner, and the domiciliary visits to wliich he should be 
liable, I believe that his captivity at Longwood would have 
brought no imi)cachment on British justice or generosity, 
cither in his own age or with posterity. As things wxrc 
managed, I am afraid it will be said that he w'as treated, in 
the eighteenth century, with the same ciau?l spirit as the Maid 
of Orleans was in the fifteenth ; and there may be trjigcdies 
on the .Ucjith of Napoleon, in which 8ir Hudson Lowe will 
he the ‘‘SniUKo” — and even Lord Kldon may be introduced 
as the Stern Old Councillor who decreed the hero’s imprison- 
ment. 

* rtCy Goo. 3. c. 22. Lord Kldon very jiroporly rosistfd a motion of Lord 
Holland, for a reference to the opinion of the .Tnd«rt*s relatin*; to the character 
ill which Napoleon Uonaiiarte stood after his surremler. and our right to detuiu 
iiiin as a prisoner. — Sth April, 181(>. 33 Pari Jhb. 10 ly. 
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CONTINUATION OF THE 1,1 PK OF LOUD ELDON TILL THE DEATH 
OF OEOUGE III. 

It will be impossible for the future historian to clear Lord 
Eldon’s fame from the charge of sadly mistaking his duty 
respecting the institutions of his own country. 

Some thought that with peace a new asra of improvciftent 
would have begun, the answer to all attempts at reform 
during the last quarter of a century having been — “ This is 
not the time for such projects, when we arc fighting for our 
existence ; ” but Lord Eldon still obdurately defended every 
antiquated abuse and absurdity which disgraced our jurispru- 
dence. Sir Samuel Komilly sent up from the House of 
Commons a bill to subject freehold lands to simple contract 
debts, for the purpose of preventing this fraud (among others), 
that a man might borrow 1()0,()00/. to buy an estate, and dying, 
leave it unencumbered to his son — without a shilling of the 
debt being cvcrrcjiaid. liutLord ICldon rejected the bill, after 
a long sjicech, in which he condemned it as contrary to the 
wisdom of our ancestors, and subversive of the Constitution 
under which we had long flourished. I believe he wiis quite 
sincere ; and the great bulk of his audience listened to him with' 
reverence , — insomuch that liord Grey, who ably advocated 
the measure, was obliged to give it up without a division.* 
A few years after, I had the pleasure of humbly assisting my 
friend Mr. John llomilly, the son of Sir Samuel, to pass this 
very bill through Parliament — when, even in the House of 
Lords, it met w ith hardly any opposition. Its justice and expe- 
diency arc now so universally acknowledged, that people can 
hardly believe there was so recently a state of the public mind 
whiclj could permit its rejection. 


• 31 Pari. Deb. 1037. 
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Strange to say ! Lord Eldon now countenanced an inno- 
vation in the administration of justice in Scotland, although 
it was most strenuously resisted by many enlightened men 
in that country, and among others by Sir Walter Scott, — 
the introduction of trial by jury in civil causes. I must 
confess that I myself entertain very serious doubts as to its 
expediency. This mode of trial works admirably well 
in England, where, from long usage, the procedure is so 
well understood, and it accords entirely with the habits 
of the people as well as with the frame of our laws. But 
where the relative duties of judge and jury were necessarily 
so little understood, — where issues of fiict were to be framed 
in every cause ])y an officer of the Court, not always com- 
petent to understand on what facts the judgment was to depend, 
— where the Bench and the Bar were imperfectly acquainted 
with the rules of evidence, — and ^Mnlls of exccptiont«,” “special 
verdicts,” and “ new trials ” Avere terms not to be found in 
all Erskine’s Institutes, or in all Morrisons Dictionary, — 
there might have been a niisgiving#that the reformation, how- 
ever plausible, would produce great confusion in practice, and 
occasion much expense and vexation to the suitors. Abetter 
plan probably would have been — separating the law from 
the facts upon the record, — still to have reserved the decision 
of disputed facts for the Court, and to have improved the 
manner of taking the written depositions, or to have examined 
the witnesses In court r«?a voce. Lord Eldon, however, in- 
sisted on at once introducing the English system, and re- 
quired that the jury sliould be nufinimtuis — contrary not only 
to theoretical reasoning, but to the experience in Scotland of 
juries in criminal trials. One great object he Invl in view 
was to get rid of the immense number of aj)pcal3 from the 
Court of Session to the House of Lords on mere questions of 
fiict, by which his time had been most unprofitably and vex- 
atiously consumed. The measure was, without difficulty, 
carried through Parliament; but the expectations entertained 
from it have been by no means realised, and before long this 
new system must either be abolished or reformed. * 

Lord Eldon w'as not called upon to come forward in debate 
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during tlie session of 1816 , except in opposing a motion in 
favour of the Irish Koman Catholics ; and, in sjuto of his 
zealous exertions, he was exceedingly distressed to find it sup- 
ported by a Bishop, and rejected by the alarmingly small ma- 
jority of four. * 

He was farther annoyed by the return to office of Mr. 
Canning, whom he regarded as little better than a Whig. 
Although Catliolic cmancijiation henceforth became an open 
question, he had the full assurance of Lord Liverpool and of 
the Regent that it should not be granted. On tliis under- 
standing alone would he have consented to remain in the Ca- 
binet. My firm belief is, that, In spite of his professions, 
by which he tried to deceive otlicrs, and perhaps deceived 
himself, he was strongly att-ichcd to the Great Seal ; but I am 
sure that he would have resigned it without one moment of 
doubt, rather thaii have agreed to a surrender of any of those 
safeguards which he considered necessary to preserve our 
Protestant Establishment. Ilis retention of office was pro- 
bably rendered doubly agreeable to him by the reflection that 
he could thereby more eftectually watch and counteract the 
dangerous schemes of his latltudinarlan colleagues. 

Now he had to arrange tlie prelinrinarles of the marriage 
between the Princess Charlotte and Prince Lcoj)old of Saxe 
Coburg — destined to be followed by other alliances with 
that Illustrious house, which ausi)iciously promise to connect 
it for ever Avith the throne of Great Britain. When the cere- 
mony took place, the Chancellor was treated with peculiar dis- 
tinction by tlie Regent, and the royal bride and bridegroom, f. 

His graceful manners and skilful tact as a courtier. 


• 7:J to 69. 31 Pari. Deb, 12.51. 

f TIjc rbaiicN'llor and Laily Kldon M'crc likewise present at tlie wedding of 
the Priiiccss Mary with the Duke of (ilmicester on the 22d of July following. 
We have an nmuiiit of lliis eeretnoiiy in a letter from him to one of his daugh- 
ters: — ** Mannna (l^ady Kldon) iveiit tlin «li her part of the ceremony capi- 
t,illy well ; hut dear Princess Mary’s helia ioiir was so interesting and alleeting 
that every body w'as allected. Even the t 'ars trickled down tny cheeks ; and as 
to Mamma, .she cried all night, and nine- Mith parts of the next day.” Jt ia 
delightful to think that tliis illustrious lady, whoso kindness of disposition and ^ 
exemplacy coiuinet li.ive ever secured to her the adinir.'itiun and respect of all 
classes of the cuinmunity, U still likely to he long preserved, as an example oi 
the union of the highest rank with the Iilghest virtues. 
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in which, by intuition, as it were, the coal-fitter’s son, 
roared in the purlieus of Lincoln’s Inn, excelled all the 
licrcditary nobility of England, had eo comjdctely in- 
gratiated him with his “young master,” that he was not 
unfrequcntly invited as a guest to the private symposia 
at Carlton IIousc, — where, with his Northern-Circuit 
stories, he was a full match for professed wits, althougli 
lie wisely took care to testify a conscious Inferiority in 
jovial powers, as much as in rank, to his Koyal Highness, 
who, in his imitations of Lord Thurlow, and in the relation 
of ridiculous anecdotes of other public characters, really was 
a very considerable performer. We have a striking proof of Familiarify 
the familiarity with which ^^Old Bags” was now treated li*o''nmn- 
by the man against whom “the Book” had been indited a 
few years ago, in the notes to him from the llegent, wliich all 
eonelude, “ Your very aflcciionalc friend, Gkougk P. R.,” 
or “Very affectionately yours, Ciooiuac P. R.,” and par- 
ticularly ill one urging him to complete some law arrange- 
ments without further delay — thus coneduding with a very 
good-humoured caution, that his Lordship should not be 
([uite contented with his own notions of despatch: “Forgive 
me also, my dear friend, if I add, and bring to your recol- 
lection (and I can hardly do so without its forcing at the 
same time a smile on my countenance) that a snail’s galloj) 
is but a bad thing, and a very poor pa<‘,e at best, in most of 
the occurrences of life, and I am sure that you would par- 
ticularly find it such in the iiresent.” * The Chancellor knew 
too well both his duty and interest ever to forget for a moment 
that it was his sovereign who jested with him ; and thenifore, 
while other boon companions were speedily east off, he long 
retained the favour and the respect of George IV. 

The transition from a long war to ])rt)found peace, the 
derangement of our monetary system by the Bank Restric- 
tion Acts, and the contemplated return to cash payments, 
jiad caused much commercial distress — with want of employ- 
ment, and a great lowering of wages in many manufiict"»*mg 


I’liMic fiis- 
coiitentN. 


* 2d May, 1817. 


V 
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districts. The consequence was, a dangerous ferment in the 
minds of the lower orders. How was this to be met ? Said 
Lord Eldon, Lord Liverpool, Lord Castlcreagh, and Lord 
Sidmouth : — “ By suspending the Habeas Corpus Act, by 
passing a new act against Seditious Meetings, and by making 
perpetual the Treason Extension Act passed in 1796 *, which 
was to expire with the reign of George HI.” Perhaps they 
were right ; but, after much consideration and experience, 
having formed an opinion, that for such an emergency the 
true remedy is a vigorous execution of the old constitutional 
law, not new measures of coercion, I think that a mistaken 
policy was pursued — to which may be ascribed the increased 
irritation and discontent which prevailed for some years — 
the outbreak in 1819, called the ‘‘Manchester massacre” 
— and the supposed necessity for the suspension of the 
Constitution by the passing of the “ Six Acts.” There was 
not the smallest ground for the imputation thrown upon the 
Ministers, that they had a plan for permanently encroach- 
ing on public liberty, and suspicion of indirect motive could 
not reasonably be carried farther than that they wished to 
strengtlicn themselves as a party, by spreading alarm that 
there were really plots against tlie Government which I’equired 
a prohibition of public meetings without a licence, the de- 
tention in prison of persons for political offences for an 
unlimited time without bringing them to trial, and more 
stringent enactments against hii^h treason than the law which 
had been found sufficient in England for four centuries. 
However, in the session of 1817, the proposed measures all 
passed, with the zealous, and, I doubt not, sincere advocacy 
of Lord Eldon, and he went so far as to defend both the 
legality and expediency of Lord Sidmouth’s famous “Circular” 
recommending magistrates to hold to bail persons who pub- 
lished libels, without waiting till an iiidletment should be 
found against them ; which, if acted upon, might (contrary 
to" the intention of the framer of it) have filled the gaols 
with persons who had written against the existing Adniinis^ 


♦ 33 Geo. 3. c. 7. 
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tration. Lord Grey having questioned the law laid down in CHAP, 
the “Circular,” and censured as unconstitutional the Issuing cell I, 
of any instruction to magistrates from a Secretary of State 
respecting the manner In which they should administer justice 
to any particular class of offenders, Lord Eldon declared that 
in his opinion the law was coiTCctly stated in the “ Circular,” 
and contended that there could be no impropriety in a correct 
exposition of the duty of judges coming from any quarter. 

He defended the suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act ; and 
so alarmed was he by framc-hrcakingy and other enormities of 
the “ LudditeSy^ that lie who had been Attorney General in 
the fervour of the French Revolution, asserted with much 
solemnity, tliat “ the dangers of the country were now greater 
than at any former period wlien he had known it to be sus- 
pended.” He likewise maintained that Government was bound 
to employ 6j)ics, if their aid was necessary for detecting and 
defeating j)lots, * Wc shall see that instead of any mis- 
givings as to the prineiides on which he was acting — when 
these measures proved ineffectual — he afterwards demanded, 
and carried, others much more arbitrary. 

The melancholy death of the Princess Charlotte in the Nov. ihi7. 
autumn of this year, threw every family of the kingdom 
into mourning, as the loss of a near relation. Lord Eldon, in Ciiar- 
a very touching statement of the event, after mentioning his 
being summoned to Claremont to be jnusent at her confine- 
ment, and that a bed had been provided for him, while other 
lords had to sleep on the carpet, says; — When her labour 
was over, I saw the babe, ^and a noble infant it was, as like 
the Royal Family as possible. I then went into the room 
where the surgeons were consulting what bulletin of the 
Princess they should send ; and they had actually drawn one 
up stating that ^ she was going on as favourably as possible,’ 
when Baillic came in, and after reading it, he refused to sign 
it, for such was not his opinion. We returned to our homes 
about two o’clock in the morning, and before six a messenger 
' arrived to let us know the Princess was dead.” f 

• 86 Pari. Deb. 502. 1062. 

Y 4 


f Twissi cb. xxxix. 
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This catastrophe at first increased the weight of Lord Eldon 
in the country, and would have done so permanently if not 
counteracted by opposite influences. The Princess, though 
sincerely attached to the Protestant Establishment, was be- 
lieved to have imbibed a strong opinion that its safety would 
be increased by relaxing the penal laws against the Koman 
Catholics ; the Duke of Yoik, now the heir presumptive to 
the throne, entertained an opinion, if possible, more adverse to 
their claims than his hither’s. He was known, though of mild 
temper, to be of inflexible resolution, and he naturally felt 
the highest possible veneration for the great champion of that 
cause which he had espoused. During an illness which the 
Regent soon after had, there were speculations that Lord 
Eldon would not only be Lord Chancellor, but Prime Mi- 
nister to Frederick 1., and that, though advanced in years, he 
would display the energy of a Xiinones in supporting Orange 
ascendency in Ireland. 

Yet he seems soon after to have been in serious danger of 
being supplanted by a rival. This was Sir John Leach, who, 
having in spite of obscure birth and defective education, 
pushed himself into practice at the Chancery Bar, and 
obtained a seat in Parliament, had gained the notice of the 
Prince of Wales, by advocating his right to tlie arrears of 
the Duchy of Cornwall during his minority, had been pro- 
moted to be Chancellor of that Duchy, and had become his 
Royal Highness’s private confidential adviser. On a move 
in the law, caused by the resignation of Sir AVilliam Grant, he 
was now appointed Vice Chancellor, and he resolved speedily 
to be upon the woolsack. The Princess of AYalcs, destined 
so often to be made an instrument of faction and political 
intrigue, he hoped would accomplish his ambitious purpose. * 


* Sir John Lcacli was a man of unblemished private honour, and no doubt 
l)elievcdthe Princess to he guilty ; hut his eagerness in pushing forward the pro- 
ceedings against her, contrary to the wishes of the Ministers, drew forth after- 
wards, from her eloquent counsel, Mr. Denpian, the quotation — 

** Some busy and insinuating rogue, — 

Some coggeriiig, cozening slave, to get some office. 

Hath devisM this slander.*' 
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This unhappy lady had left England in the year 1814, CHAP, 
and in visiting Germany, Italy, and the Holy Land, had ccr- 
tiiinly conducted herself in a most unbecoming manner, a.d. isis. 
although, from the bad character of most of tliose who bore 
testimony against her, there was great difficulty in safely 
determining to what degree she had carried her violation of 
the rules of decorum and modesty. As she had been 
atrociously ill-used by her husband from the moment of her 
arrival in England, and as she had been finally abandoned 
by him, — receiving from him what was called a “ Letter of 
Licence,” his Ministers knew that any inquiry into the new 
charges against her would recoil upon him, would be hurtful 
to the national morality, and would even be dtingerous to the 
monarchy. They therefore most wisely and properly wislicd 
to keep matters quiet between them, and discouraged every 
suggestion of instituting proceedings of any kind against luu‘. 

But the Prince was surrounded by ‘^private friends” and 
flatterers, who made him forget or overlook his own bad con- 
duct towards her, and gratified him with the prospect of ac- 
tually getting rid of licr as liis wife. (.)f tliese the leader 
wiis Leach, who, the more that the proposal of a divorce- 
suit was resisted by the Alinistcrs of the Crown, the more 
eagerly recommended it — in the expectation that his Koyal 
Highness would take as the ‘‘ Keeper of his tVinsc/ience,” one 
who gave him sucli palatable counsel. The death of the 
Princess Cluirlotte was urged upon him as removing all 
objection to the necessary iiKjuiry, and representations were 
made to him tl:at he niiglit not only redeem himself from the 
disgrace of his jiresent co^iijugal connection, which would 
become more galling when she might claim to be received as 
Queen of England, but that he might form a h{ip[rier union, 
and provide heirs to the crown in the direct line. 

In consequence, the Regent, still elaborately civil to Lord Thcstiijcce 

"'is bruucliccl 

The charge receives some countenance from Mr. Wilherforce’s Diary, lately 
jHiblishcd : — 

“27th April, 1820. 'llic Vice Cliancellor Leach has been trying to root out 
the Ministry ; he has been telling the King that his present Ministers are not 
standing by him, and that he ought to have a divorce.” — Life of H'thtr/orve, 

V. 54. 
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Eldon^ and still expecting to overcome all his scruples, wrote 
him a letter, which, after lamenting that his Lordship had 
been prevented by indisposition from attending a meeting of 
the Ministers at Brighton, explained that his Boyal High- 
ness was desirous of conferring with him upon the steps to 
be taken with reference to the conduct of the Princess of 
Wales, which, he said, ^‘had given great scandal on the 
Continent, and csj)ccially at Vienna, where the Court had 
refused to receive her” — and thus disclosed his Eoyal High- 
ness’s design: “You cannot, therefore, be surprised (much 
difficulty, in point of delicacy, being now set aside in my mind 
by the late melancholy event which has taken place in my 
family) if I therefore turn my whole thouglits to the endea- 
vouring to extricate myself from the crudest as well as 
most unjust predicament that even the lowest individual, 
much more a Prince, ever was placed in.” Inveighing in 
strong terms against her, and expressing his wish to be un- 
shackled from such a woman, he puts this question: “Is it 
then, my dear friend, to be tolerated that ^ ****'*’ is to be 
suffered to continue to bear my name, to belong to me and to 
the country, and that that country, the first in all the world, 
and myself its Sovereign, arc to he expected to submit silently 
to a degradation under which no upright and honourable 
mind can exist ? ” 

The particulars of tlie meeting between the Eegcnt and 
the Chancellor, on this occasion, have not yet been given to 
the world, but the result had by no means corresponded with 
the warm wishes. of his Royal Highness; for no ministerial 
measure was instituted respecting \hc Princess, and the famous 
“ Milan commission,” which now took its origin, was left en- 
tirely to the management and control of Sir John Leach. 

A paragraph, of which Iword Eldon believed that “his 
Honour” was the author, appeared in the newspapers, stating 
that the “ Loixl Chancellor, on account of his age and in- 
firmities, had resolved immediately to resign the Great Seal, 
that he might enjoy that dignified repose to which, from his • 
long mid meritorious services to the Crown and to the public, 
he was so justly eiilitlcd.” The rumour being supposed to 
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receive string corroboration, particularly from persons con* CHAP, 
nected with Carlton House, was in every body’s mouth, and . . 
was gcnefally credited — people varying chiefly as to the cause isis. 
of the unexpected event — some saying that Lord Eldon 
was sincerely tired of oflSce — more, that he had quarrelled 
with his colleagues about the Catholic question — and a few 
of the well-informed whispering that there had been some 
unpleasant discussions about the Princess of Wales. lie 
himself was thrown into an agony of mortification, and he 
much resembled, for a time, the old man who had called upon 
Death to relieve him from liis load, when the grisly monarch 
actually appeared before him. Thus he at last disburthened 
himself to Sir William, who had written to him to know the 
truth of the report : — 

“ Dear Brother, 

Whilst I am ignorant of what you hear in all quarters, you 
are not tlic only person ignorant of it. A paragraph appeared in 
a morning paper about a week ago, wliiiili informed iiu*. of my 
intention to resign. This may have occasioned mncdi of what you 
have heard. There arc other causes, which may have contributed 
to the gossip of all quarters. There is a malignity, natural enough, 
and sufficiently manifV'st, I think, that leads to observations not 
met in any manner, that a man, wlio has been sixteen years and 
upwards in possession of the Great Seal, is no longm* lit to liokl 
it ; and this acquires a miglity effect, Avheii it is seconded by a 
conviction in tlie holder's mind, sometimes betrayed (irom the 
fatigue of what is passed and the dread of what is corning) in 
expressions (of which you have heard more than any other person) 
that he has become ami is becoming more and more unfit, both 
with respect to himself and the country, to hold it. In addition to 
this, the public arc v<jry well aAvarc tliat, as I had no assistance 
from Ellenborough, and little from llcdesdale, in Parliament last 
session, 1 have none to look for in the next stormy session, from 
any lawyer in the House : and how I was dealt with towards the 
close of the last session in the other House, or rather liow I sliould 
have been dealt with by Brongliam & Co,, if I had not myself 
personally interfered to produce sonietJiing more decent towards 
myself, 1 need not mention. Tlicsc things also suggest proba- 
bilities to all quarters. There are aUo persons who have slrontj 
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interest in first making resignation probable by talk in all quarters, 
and so accomplishing it Perhaps too it is pretty well known that, 
growing unequal to my judicial duties, I have no infliftnce as to 
other matters, and this may induce many to represent resignation 
as probable. The truth too is, that I have long wished to resign 
— that I am conscious that 1 am unable to execute the great 
duties of my office as tliey ought to be executed, and that at my 
time of life, my insufficiency must daily increase and be more 
apparent. Sir William Grant’s resignation, too early for himself, 
and much too early for the public, has made a sort of call for my 
resignation, which 1 certainly am conscious has been too long 
delayed. I am, moreover, impressed with a conviction that no 
presumption can warrant me in supposing that I can, even if I 
live through another Parliament, live through it with any credit 
in office ; and this leads to a general notion that 1 should not 
begin it in office. I am likewise strongly impressed with a per- 
suasion tliat, at my time of life, 1 should be thinking much oftener 
and more seriously of another world and its concerns, than it is 
possible for me to address my thoughts to them, in possession of 
the most laborious offic*(i in the kingdom. I add, that 1 wish too 
for a little more comfort in this world ; for 1 feel the labours of 
this office to be such, and myself to be growing so unequal to 
them, as to feel now the necessity of refusing all invitations out of 
my house, that I can witli any <lect;ncy refjise, that I may have all 
my time for purposes to which I feel the whole of it to be insuffi- 
cient. I have made Grant’s for Tuesday next an exception to 
this. The newspaper paragraph has set the world in all quarters 
a-talking on this subject. Whatever may be my wishes on this 
subject, when tliey became fixe<l purpose, as sucli, they would have 
been first communicated to my wife, to you, and tlic Regent. In 
truth, till the meeting of l^irlianicnt, it w'ould be nonsense to suffer 
wish to ripen into purpose. If it would have matured into purpose, 
it should seem as if it would be in vain. W^Iicn I attended at 
Carlton House on AVediiesday to seal the consent to a royal mar- 
riage, the Prince, led by the newspaper paragraph to the subject, 
held a language to me (as to his eonfidence that I would not, to 
use his expression, ‘ desert him,’ repeating that expression often), 
which I foresee, wliencvcr tlic attempt is made to ‘ abolish ’ ?ny 
* slavery,’ will make it no easy matter to effectuate it. But my 
time oQlifc will compel it against nil difficulties, before much longer 
time can pass, though the conversation to which I allude may 
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postpone it longer than I like. If, to serve my master, I am com- 
pelled to remain somewhat longer, he must prevail upon my 
l«‘llow-servants to take a little more care of my character in the 
House of Commons than they have hitherto done.*’ 

It certainly is very amusing, after observing his rage 
against the ncwsi^apcr paragrapJi, and his indignant charge 
against those persons who, having a strong interest, tried to 
accomplish his ivsignation by talking about it, to watch the 
workings of his mind. lie w’us afraid that, in coinplaiuiiig of 
tills wdeked fabrication, he bad betmyed some fondness for 
the office, whicli lie did not like to acknowledge to himself, 
niucli less to liis brother, and therefore be gravely talks of 
his various reasons for resigning. But then, witli wonderful 
facility, he overrules tliciii all on the simple re([iicst of tlio 
Regent, not to desert liiin,” which be must have known to 
be insincere ; for allhougli Lord Liverpool and bis col- 
leagues would have deeply regretted the loss of Lord Kldon, 
and probably would luive refused to admit into the Cabinet 
the mover of tlie miscliief, bis Boyal Iliglincss at this time 
would unquestionably have been delighted to hand over the 
Great Seal to him who w’as unscru|)uIonsly labouring to 
gratify the wish nearest bis heart. The concluding touch, 
about the niaTiiicr in wdiicli be bad been abandoned in the 
House of Commons, by bis ‘^fellow servants” to bis enemies, 
is particularly racy. Yet, though be continued to be more 
factiously assailed and more Aiobly defended in the House of 
Commons,' he was prevailed upon to bold the Great Seal 
al)Ove nine years longer, and then be thought that lie w’as ill- 
used in being deprived of it.* 

Ministers continued firmly united as to the line of conduct 
to be adopted in the dispute between the llegcnt and his 
wife, till Mr. Canning generously withdrew upon the unfor- 
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* I am much struck with the extreme good nature of iny excellent fiicinl 
Mr, Twiss, who, introducing the above letter, says, “ Lord Eldon himself, how- 
ever, was beginning to be wenry of tiie toils and anxieties of office.*" Uut if 
Vc credit the noble and learned lord’s own professions, he*ha(I been erpially 
disgusted with the htivlle ever since it had been forced upon him ; and is 
the time when lie seems, in reality, to have l>ecn most eager to retain it, — out 
of resentment to the man who was plotting against him. — Sec Twisf^ ch. xl. 
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tunate resolution at last taken^ upon her return to this 
country as Queen, to dissolve their marriage by Act of Par- 
liament. In consequence, the session of 1818 went oS very 
smoothly. 

In support of a bill to indemnify those who had acted 
under the Habeas Corpus Suspension Act, Lord Eldon 
said that, *•' to that Act he believed the tranquillity of the 
country had been chiefly owing ; It had been a mild and mer- 
ciful measure, preventive of miseries — not productive of 
them.” That such a measure had been found highly useful 
in former times, by enabling the Government to send Jacobite 
leaders to the Tower, and although there was no sufScient 
legal evidence against them to keep them there till the danger 
of rebellion had blown over, I perfectly understand, but we 
can hardly now believe, that under such sensible men as Lord 
Liverpool and Lord Eldon, it should be applied to putting down 
riots among starving artisans, excited by persons who had no 
influence in the state, and who could be brought to trial in the 
ordinary course of law for the ottences they had committed. * 

There had lately been several Government prosecutions 
which had sigruilly failed — very much from a feeling that 
there was a disposition to strain the law both of treason and of 
libel; but Lord Eldon in the course of these debates took an 
opportunity to vindicate all that had been done by the 
Attorney General, and to ridicule the notion that libels on 
the law and constitution should be left unpunished, lest the 
notice of them should give them publicity, f 

Now began the agitation of the socitil question, so very 
important and so very difficult,' respecting the duty of the 
state to limit the hours of labour in inaiui factories. He 
must be an arrogant man who would vcmtiirc to express a 
very confident opinion upon it. A bill introducing several 
humane regulations for the protection of factory children, — 
introduced by Sir Hubert Peel the elder, coming up from the 

* Nor tvaji the Vfivr Treason Law of the Rli"htc&t benefit. The counts framed ^ 
upon it gave Sir Charles Wetherell a consitlerable advantage in defending Dr. 
Watsofi ; and the convictions of Rrandreth and liis confederates at Derby was 
under the old statute of Edward III. — See State Trials, vol. zxiii. 

t 37 Pari. Deb. 713. 788. 
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Commons, Lord Eldon, opposing Lord Kenyon> took what 
seems primd fade to be the sound view of the subject, and 
this session succeeded in throwing it out. lie said, “he 
liopcd he should not be suspected of hard-heartcdness, if he 
confessed himself one of those who really thought that 
philanthropy had not taken its right course in modern times. 
Varied and conflicting interests should be well balanced 
before a man of discretion and honesty would pronounce a 
fair decision. The overworking of children was a misdemea- 
nour at common law, and adults should be allowed to take 
care of themselves.” ^fhe same bill, however, was passed in 
the following session and was found to operate beneficially 
— so that the principle of state interference was fully csta 
])lishcd, and the consideration now is one of detail, — how far 
it is expedient to push it. 

Lord Eldon strenuously, and I thijik rightly, opposed 
Lord Krskinc’s bill for dedariitg it unlawful for Justices of 
Peace to hold to bail for liljcl before indictment. Although 
Lord Sidmouth’s “ Circular ” urging them to do so might be 
blamable, the principle of tlic common law is, that for all 
misdemeanours siqiposed to involve a breach of the peace, the 
offender may be held to bail nj)on a swoi’ii information before 
a magistrate ; and lihd clearly conics within tliis category. 
The House found that, since the time of Queen Anne, there 
had been 128 cases in whicli the Judges of the Court of 
King’s licnch had, as magistrates, lield to bail in cases of 
libel, and tlve law makes no distinction, f’or this purpose, 
between them and common .rusticcs of the JVace. Lord 
Erskinc therefore oiiglit, at all events, to have made his 
bill enacting^ not declanitorg; and I am only surprised that it 
was not rejected l>y a larger majority than 31 to 18. f 

At the close of tlie session, the Prince Itegent in person 
having delivered a speech in which he not ungracefully drew 
a contrast between the present state of the country and that 
in which he had found it when he first began to govern in his 


* 59 Geo. 3, c. G6., which limited the time of labour in cotton mills and 
factories to twelve hours, for persons under sixteen ycar?« of age. 
t 38 Pari. Deb. 1081-1 IH. 
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THE REGENCr. 

father's name, did fin act perfectly legal and constitutional, — 
although not witnessed since the reign of Charles II.,— by 
actually dissolving the Parliament in the presence of the two 
Houses, the usual course having been first to prorogue, and 
shortly after to dissolve by proclamation. But the Chancellor 
said, “ My Lords and Gentlemen: — It is the will and plea- 
sure of his Koyal Higlincss the Prince Regent, acting in the 
name and on the behalf of his Majesty, that tliis Parliament 
be now dissolved, and this Parliament is dissolved accord- 
ingly.” It had lasted above six years, and all parted in good 
humour.* 

Lord Eldon, before he retired to Encombe for the long va- 
cation, was summoned to be present at the celebration 
of the auspicious marriage between 11 is Royal Ilighncss the 
Duke of Kent and the Dowager Princess of Leinengen, born 
a Princess of the illustrious House of Cobourg ; and he lived 
to see the child of this marriage seated on the throne of 
Great Britain. 

While in the country he was much disturbed by the resig- 
nation of Lord Ellcnhorough. Sir Saiiiucl Shepherd, the 
Attorney General, who in every other respect would have 
made an excellent successor, was disqualified by deafness, and 
much pcqdcxity arose respecting the appoiiitnient. The 
Regent pressed that Lord Ellcnboroiigli should be consulted 
on the subject, but this Lord Eldon very properly resisted, 
saying, “ that if those who possessed under the Crown the 
great law offices were to be advised with as to the question 
who should be their successors, a choice, which ought to be 
made at the time of filling the vacancy, of the best and most 
eminent men at that time in the profession, would seldom be 


* .as Purl. Del). 1816. In 1881, wlien the House of Commons was disposed 
to reject the Reform Uill, the proceeding more nearly resembled the abrupt 
dissolutions of the 17tli century. On that occasion the King said, ** 1 have 
come to meet you for the purpose of proroguing this Parliament, with a view to 
its iinmudiatc dissolution.” — i/awwird, Sd scries, vol iii. p. 1810. 

On the *23t\ of July, 1847, the Queen, having intimated in her speech frona^ 
the throne that she meant forthwith to dissolve the Parliament, a prorogation 
was onj^'red ; and as soon as her Majesty had returned to her palace, she held a 
council, at which she signed an order for the dissolution, — and all the writs for 
the new elections went by the post the same evening. 
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made, and the succession would probably in all cases be 
settled by management and intrigue.’’ Lord Eldon made a 
most excellent selection in Mr. Justice Abbott, who had been 
Ilia most useful Devil” when he was Attorney General, and 
who as a Puisne Judge had displayed the higliest judicial 
ability. He thus justified his choice In a letter to Lord 
Kenyon, which I am afraid the common reader may find 
dull, but which is so full of delightful Westminster Hall 
gossip, that, for the sake of my professional friends, I have not 
the heart to exclude it. After stating that he is confined to 
the house by a lit of the gout, he thus proceeds : — 

“ I agree witli you that, generally speaking, tlio Chief Justice of 
the King’s Bencli should be a Peer, even if there litul been no 
usage upon the subject. But then tlie state of the i)rofession must 
admit of it. I have not been able to find (in that state ) a person litter 
for it than Abbott. Now see the etfect of tliis. I^ord Manslield 
had had long praetiee in lucrative situations at the Bar — he was 
of a noble family — he was not likely to have d(‘sei‘ndants, that is, 
issue. Your fatlier had been, at the Bar, tlie most cmiiuait 
lawyer of our times ; he bad made by his jiractiee, ind(‘pendently 
of the law ollices, a larger fortune than any professional man of 
his time. When ealled to the King’s Beneh I know (I think) 
myself, that Peerage was one object with him in aeccepling the 
ofUcc ; and if Provideiieci hail not sulfered him to live but the 
shortest time in tlic oHice, a jxiierage would have goin*. to Ids 
children, with aniphe ineans to sup]M)rt the, dignity. liord Kllen- 
borough had likewdse made some fortum*, iniieh h ss, ecrtainly, at 
the Bar ; but if be bad die<l befone Mr, Way, 1 doubt wliellier the 
Peerage there would have been either eonveiiieiit to the family or 
useful to the public. As to ibe'C(»mnion Pleas, wdieii C. J. <le (irey 
W'ent out, they gave 1dm a i>eerage in order to find a Chief .Justice- 
ship for Wedderburn. You see that jieerage has been obligcMl to 
be helped out by otlice. Lord Loughborough had no children ; his 
peerage, therefore, as Loughborough, could not descend ; and his 
office would support him during his life. Wliat he meant, when 
he left the Chancellorship, by getting an unendowed earhlom for 
his nephew, I can’t pretend to say. When I came to the (kiniinon 
’ Pleas, I had made some fortune in a successful practice at the 
Bar and in the great law offices, which I field nearly twelve ^ears. 
Mr. Pitt was unwilling to give me an otlice whicli would takii me 
VOL. VII. 7. 
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out of Parliament ; I could not be in it unless in tlie House of 
Lords, and I can assure you that I have often thought that, if I 
liad survived the acceptance of the peerage but a short time, I had 
accepted what would have been a nuisance to my family, and no 
benefit to the public. Of our dear friend Lord A., can any body 
now say that it was a wise measure on his part to accept a 
peerage ?♦ Now, as to Abbott, his practice has been behind the 
bar. He never had any office, I think not a silk gown : he enters, 
therefore, upon the office in very moderate circumstances, with a 
considerable family. The permanent offices of profit in the gift of 
tlie Chief Justice, as I understand, without exception, arc not any 
of them likely to be vacant whilst he is likely to live or to hold 
his office, — what he can save out of the other emoluments of the 
office, he did not, and indeed he could not, tliink would enable him 
to transmit with a peerage a fully competent fortune to support it ; 
his health is tendiT, and his eye-sight not in a very safe state : 
upon the whole, his own difficulty about taking the office was the 
apprehension that peerage was to go with it. He immediately 
determined, if it was not. As to himself, this determination 
appears to me to have been (piite right. If a contrary deter- 
mination would, as to the i)ublic, have been right in any other 
person at the Bar, where arc you to find one (in whom, in point of 
circumstances, it had been right wdth peerage), to whom this great 
office could have been ofTered ? The Attorney General, from his 
deafness, could take neitlier chiefship ; that of the King’s Bench 
could not be offered to so young a man as the Solicitor (jlencral. 
lie refused that of the Common Pleas, as not yet having any 
fortune to leave to his family. I7[)ou the whole, we endeavoured to 
do the best avc could; we could not do wdiat really would have 
been unexceptionable. It was impossible.” 

Lord Chief Justice Abbott' (afterwards created Lord 
Tciiterdcn) fulfilled the liighest ex[)ectatIons that could liave 
been formed of him,«aiid I feel personally gmteful to those 
who advised his elevation. I practised under him till his 
death, — having daily fresh reason to admire his profound 
knowledge of his profession, liis extraordinary soundness of 
intellect, and his invariable and earnest love of justice.t 

• 

* Lord Alvanley. llis accomplished son is certainly an ornament to the 
pceragK. 

f While he was Chief Justice, I passed tlic most agreeable part of my forensic 
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In a few days after Lord Eldon had resumed his labours in 
Lincoln’s Inn Hall, he was dreadfully shocked by the me- 
lancholy death of Sir Samuel Ilomilly, who had been so long 
by far the first advocate in his Court, and with whom, 
although they were so much opposed to each other, not only 
in party warfare, but on all the principles of government and 
legislation, he had always lived on terms of courtesy and mu- 
tual respect. Taking liis scat on the bench on the morning 
after the fatal event, — as soon as he cast his eye on the vacant 
place within the bar which Ilomilly had been accustomed to 
occupy, his eyes filled with natural tears, and exclaiming, with 
unfeigned emotion, “I cannot sit here,” — he withdrew, and 
.the Court was adjourned. 

In the same month he lost his old friend Queen Charlotte, 
who ever regaixled him as the wisest and honestest of man- 
kind ; but she had ceased for some years to have much in- 
fluence, and her death was chiefly noticed by its rendering 
necessary some arrangement for the custody of the King’s 
])crson. 

This was the first subj(?ct l)rought before the new l^irlia- 
incnt, which met in tlamiary, 1819. Lord Eldon at last 
agreed to ^^disquantity ” til e train of his old master. The 
Windsor establishment of lords in waiting and grooms of the 
l)ed-chamber was greatly reduced, and the Duke of York 
was constituted Ci sros of the King’s person, with an ad- 
ditional allowance of 10, ()()()/. a year. Jhit a projiosal being 
made that this should be [laid out of the j>rivy purser, of 
which, unfortunately, his Majesty could make no use, and 
which ivas idly accumulating, the Chaiujellor said, “ the 
privy purse Avas as com|)letely private projjerty in the King 
as anything belonging to any of their lordships was private 
Iiroperty in them : now, the private property of any subject 
during mental alienation was placed iiinler projier care that it 
might be forthcoming for his use at the return of his reason, 
— . and he would put it to their Lordships, whether tlie Sove- 
’ reign ought to be deprived in his affliction of that which was 
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career, before 1 was tossed on the sea of politics. 1 was made Solicitor General 
on his death, in lSf52. 
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allowed to the humblest of his subjects — the benefit of the 
principle which arose §:om a hope of his recovery. It did 
not follow, however, that the King’s privy purse was liable, 
like the private property of a subject, to the maintenance of 
the proprietor during lunacy, — the King being entitled both 
in health and in sickness to a maintenance from the nation, 
irrespectively of his privy purse.” * This reasoning was not 
considered very consistent or very satisfactory, and the 
arrangement caused a good deal of disgust in the most loyal 
bosoms. 

The session vyas a very uncomfortable one for the Minis- 
ters, who, although omnipotent in the House of Lords, met 
with several mortifying checks in the House of Commons,, 
insomuch tluit Lord Liverpool seriously thought of resigning. 
The monetary question was still the most difficult to deal 
with. Lord Eldon was much hurt by finding that Peel had 
sided with the ^Miullionists,” whom he considered to be 
almost as dangerous as the S|)cnceans,” and he could not be 
made to see the objections to a forced i)aper currency. He 
therefore resisted the i)r()[)osal to return to a metallic circu- 
lation ; and, standing out in the Cabinet — seemingly alone, — 
was for j)ostponing the consideration of the subject for two 
years. This resistance In’ought him the following remon- 
strance from the Premier : — 

“ I am sanguine enough to think that we liave a reasonable 
chance of success, in carrying tlie measures which were discussed on 
Saturday ; but whether T may turn out to be i*ight or wrong, as to 
this I am quite satisfied, after long »and anxious consideration, that 
if we cannot (rnrry what 1ms been proposed, it is far, far better for 
the country, that we sliould c;ease to be the Government. 

“After the defeats we have already exi)crienced during this 
session, our remaining in ofiieo is a positive evil. It confounds 
all idcits of government in the minds of men. It disgraces us 
personally, and renders us less capable every day of being of any 
real service to the country, either now or hereafter. If, therefore, 
tilings arc to remain as tliey are, I am quite clear that there is no . 
advantage, in any way, in our being the persons to carry on the 


• 39 Pari. Deb. 1257. Stat. 59 Geo. 3. c. 22. 
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' public service. A strong and decisive effort can alone redeem our 
character and credit, and is as necessary for the country as it is 
for ourselves. As to a postponement for two years, it would be 
mere self-delusion, and is far more objectionable in iny judgment, 
in every bearing, than at once renouncing all idea of setting the 
finances of the country right.” 

Upon this threat of breaking up the Government, the 
Chancellor appears to have renounced any internicddling on 
such subjects, and to have confined himself to law and re- 
ligion. He again fought the battle of ( -atliolic emancipation 
against Lord Donoiighmorc — and, this year, with better 
success, having a majority of 147 to lOfi, * 

A more formidable assault was made by Lord Grey, who 
actually introduced a bill to do away with the declaration 
against transubstantiation introduced by tlic statute of Ghai’lcs 
II ., so tliat Homan Catholic ])eors might sit in rarliament, 
as they had done from the Uefonnatiou till the latter part of 
the reign of Charles II. Hut the Lord Chancellor opposed 
the principle of tlic measure, as most dangerous. lie said 
that ^^Ihc law of Charles II. had been re-enacted in the first 
Parliament of William II L, the founder ol‘ our civil and 
religious liberties. It had been thought necessary for the 
])rescrvatioii of these that Papists should not be alh)wed to 
sit in Parliament, and some test was therefore neex’ssary by 
which it might be ascertained whether a man was a Papist 
or a Protestant. The only possible test for such a purpose 
was an oath declaratory of religions belief ; and, as l)i*. Paley 
had observed, Gt was perfectly just to have a religious test 
of a political creed.’ lie entreated the House not to commit 
the crime against posterity of transmitting to them in an 
impaired and insecure state the civil and religious liberties of 
England.” t To his great delight the bill was rejected hy a 
majority of 141 to 82 ; and he thought that all danger from 
such attempts must in future Ixj obviated by tlic Duke of 
Wellington’s accession to a political office and a scat In the 
Cabinet. 
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But the great marvel of this session was, that the Lord 
Chancellor himself actually proposed a bill to abolish trial by 
battle in real actions, and entirely to do away with appeals 
of murder^ which were to be decided in this warlike manner. 
Trial by battle in real actions had been introduced by Wil- 
liam the Conqueror, had been occasionally practised so re- 
cently as the reign of Elizabeth, when the lists were erected 
and the champions sworn in Tothill Fields, before the J udges 
of the Common Pleas — and it might still be demanded by 
either party. An appeal of murder had lately been prosecuted 
in the Court of King’s Bench, when I myself saw the ap- 
pellee, on being required to plead, throw down his gauntlet on 
the floor, and insist on clearing his innocence by battle, — as 
the Judges held he was entitled to do. And Lord Holt, 
Mr. Dunning, and other great lawyers had declared that this 
appeal of murder, which might be brought after an acquittal 
before a jury, and in which the Crown had no power to par- 
don, was a glorious badge of the rights and privileges of 
Englishmen.” Yet Lord Chancellor Eldon, to the amaze- 
ment of the House of Peers and of the public, moved the 
second reading of a bill sent up l)y the Commons, to reform 
these practices, which he descril)cd as abuses, and, notwith- 
standing their antiquity, attacked in the most un?])aring man- 
ner. He said, With respect to civil cases, the ‘ trial by 
battle ’ was permitted only in real actions, and even in these 
the parties were not suffered to fight in propria per sonuy — they 
were compelled to confide their interests to championsy on the 
principle, that If one of the parties were slain, the suit would 
abate. They wore, therefore, under the necessity of appoint- 
ing champions, and these were to fight from morning till the 
stars appeared in the firmament at night, or till one of them 
used what the law-writers called the ‘horrible word ’ Craven^ 
— and according to the result of the battle the right to the pro- 
perty was determined. Then, as to ‘ api)eal, of murder,’ he 
thought it could not be allowed to continue, taking away 
trial by battle ; for, according to the old law, those who made * 
the a^ipcal were obliged to do so at the hazard of their own 
lives. But he thought it a great absm^Ity that a man who 
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had been acquitted by the unanimous opinion of a jury should CHAP, 
again be put into jeopardy of his life, provided any person 
standing in a certain degree of relationship to the deceased a.d. isio. 
thought proper, from motives either of vengeance or of avarice, 
to proceed against him by way of civil suit. Was it not also 
a very gross absurdity that the Crown, in which the power 
of pardoning offences against the public was invested, should 
not have the power of pardoning in tlie ease of an a[)peal, 
and yet that the appellor, if successful in liis appeal, might 
grant life and liberty for a sum of money ? Proceeding by 
indictment, if the prosecutor compounds the fcloin/^ he is liable 
to severe punishment ; but il‘ he prefers an appeal, he may 
lawfully stay execution for a bribe. It was Indeed surprising 
that such a law should have continued a part of our system, 
which in other res[)ects came so near to perfection.” The 
lords seem to have been struck dumb with astonishment, for, 
without another word being said, the bill was agreed to, and 
the House adjourned. I must observe, however, that this 
was a measure, not concocted by such schemers as llomilly 
or Mackintosh, but framed by the Attorney (leneral, with the 
authority of the Cabinet.* — Without any other memorable 
occurrence in which Lord Eldon was concerned, he had the 
satisfaction to terminate the session by a prorogation, f 

Whether from some misgiving that the Lord Chancellor no 
longer stood super vias antHjuasy or iroin what other cause I 
know not, the Government was not in good repute even 
with the Tory t)arty, and it would probably have /‘alien to 
l)ieccs soon, had it not been strengthened by the alarm which 
the agitation of a few contemptible demagogues now spread 
through the country. 

But before I come to scenes so disgraceful, I have to re- Hirtli of 
cord a joyful event, of which the Chancellor was officially 
called upon to be a witness — the birth of the Princess Vic- 
toria. The Duke and Duchess of Kent had been travelling 
on the Continent, when her Royal Highness gave hopes of pre- 
senting an heir to the throne, and they most happily rc- 
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solved, in spite of some difficulties to be overcome, that the 
auspicious babe” should first see the light in the happy 
Island which it might one day have to govern. On the 24th 
of May, 1819, Lord Eldon was summoned to Kensington 
Palace, according to royal etiquette, to attend the accouche- 
ment. He had the haj)pincss to return home to Lady 
Eldon with news of the birth of a fair Princess, and that all 
was going well both -with mother and child. It is said that, 
rubbing up his recollection of Shakespeare, he exclaimed, — 

“ This royal infant (Heaven still move about her !) 

Though in her cradle, yet now promises 
U])on this land a thousand thousand bleKsiiigs, 

Which time shall bring to ripeness. 

In her days every man shall eat in safety, 

Under his own vine, what he plants, and sing . 

The merry songs of peace to all his neighbours.” 

Notwithstanding the coercive measures of 1817, the dis- 
contents ill the manufacturing districts had greatly increased, 
and Mr. Henry Hunt and other nioh-orators were holding 
meetings in dlfFcrent pjirts of the country, which were dan- 
gerous to the public peace. These meetings inost un- 
doubtedly ought to have been prevented or dispersed, and 
the ringleaders ought to have been prosecuted and punished. 
For such salutary purposes the existing law of the land, and 
the civil force, if vigorously and judiciously applied, would 
have been abundantly sufficient. Put Ministers were at 
first supine, and then indiscreetly active. Lord Eldon from 
the first was alarmed by the danger : but instcfid of warding 
it off by constitutional means, he was for resorting to his old 
recipe, and instituting prosecutions for high treason. Thus 
he wrote to Sir William: — 

“ Your cxliortjitions to tlic King’s servants, I doubt, can’t reach 
many of tliein, for, with the exception of Liverpool, Castlereagh, 
Sidmouth, Wellington, Van, and myself, they are all, eight in 
number, in dilferent parts of Europe. We meet daily, but can re- 
solve on nothing. In fact the state of our law is so inapplicable to 
existing circumstances, that wc can’t meet the present case : and I 
am as« 2 onvinccd as 1 am of my existence, that if Parliament don’t 
forthwith assemble, there is nothing that can be done but to let 
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those meetings take place, reading the Riot Act, if there be a riot 
at any of them. Prosecutions, for sedition spoken at them, wo 
have now in plenty on foot — and they may come to trial nine 
months hence. They arc not worth a straw : and, blamed as I was 
in 1794 for prosecuting for High Treason^ all are convinced here 
that that species of prosecution can alone be of any use. I think, 
however, that it won’t be attempted: the case is as large and 
complicated as mine was in 1794, and nobody lias the spirit to 
attempt it.” 

A meeting of a clearly illegal nature had been advertised 
to take place at Manchester, on the Kith of August. It 
was improperly allowed to assemble without any warning 
from those appointed to j)rescrvc the public peace, and a dis- 
turbance arising, a regiment of yeomanry cavalry was very 
indiscreetly employed to charge the multitude, — in con- 
sctpicnce of which several lives were lost. This tumult, de- 
nominated by the vulgar the “ Battle of Petcrloo,” and the 
Manchester Massacre,” caused much excitement all over 
England, and the conduct of the magistrati^s nndcr whose 
orders the military liad acted, was severely condemned. The 
Government probably did right in supporting them; but 
might have done so with juore nioderatiijn. Lord Eldon 
thought that a still more energetic course should be taken, 
and urged in vain, that now at last, with such overt acts, Hunt 
and his associates ought to be prosecuted and punished as 
traitors. Neither the Prince nor most of his Ministers,” 
he writes to Sir William, seem to act as you think they 
should. He came here late on I'hursday evening -rather 
night — and went off again^to the Mar<pu\ss of Hertford’s, 1 
believe: — that he went there or elsewhere is certain. Eight 
out of fourteen Alinisters, I believe, abroad — in that there 
is no harm : the other six are full as many as can usefully 
converse upon any subject. So, at least, 1 think experience 
has taught me. Of the six, five arc at their villas, ai^d I 
alone am here. They come, however, daily : not that 1 can sec 
that there is much use in it. There arc but two things to be 
done — to treat what is passing as high treason, or a.^* mis- 
demeanour; and when the Law Officers have said what they 
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CHAP, can do, what more is tp be done? They decide for misde- 
■' . ' . ■ '* meanour; and who will behold enough to command them to 
A. D. 1819. institute prosecutions, such as they think they can’t main- 
tain ? Without all doubt, the Manchester magistrates must 
be supported; but they are very generally blamed herj^ 
For my part, I think, if the assembly was only an unlawful 
assembly, that task will be difficult enough in sound reason- 
ing, If the meeting was an overt act of treason, their 
justification is complete. That it was such, and that the 
Birmingham was such, is my clear opinion. Under Edward’s 
statute, I know very well it would be difficult to maintain 
tliat; but, under my act of the 36tli of the King, in force at 
this moment, a conspiracy to levy war — a conspiracy to de- 
pose liim — or a conspiracy by force to make a change in 
cither House of Parliament, — manifested by an overt act, — 
is treason. Can any man doubt, connecting Birmingham and 
Manchester together, tliat these meetings are overt acts of 
conspirators, to instigate to such specific acts of treason, or 
some of them ? I can’t doubt it. ]hit how ridiculously shall 
I be reasoning in Parliament, if the prosecutions arc for mis- 
demeanour ! An unlawfid assembly, as* such virrclyy I appre- 
hend can’t be dispersed ; and what constitutes riot enough to 
justify dispersion is no easy matter to determine, where there 
is not actual violence begun on the part of those assembled.” 

In a few days after he again wrote to Sir William, in no 
degree tranquilliscd : — 

“ The accounts in general, from tlic disturbed districts, very 
gloomy, portending storms, and tlio^c not afar off. The better sort 
of peophi in the kingdom arc, as it seems to me, insane : they are 
divisible into two classes ; the one insane, and manifesting that 
insanity in perfect apathy, eating and drinking, as if there was no 
danger of political death, yea, even to-morrow ; the other, your 
Cokes, your Bedfords, &c., hallooing on an infuriate multitude to 
those acts of desperation and fury which will first destroy tliose 
who encourage tlie perpetration of them. We are in a state in 
which the country must make new laws to meet this new state of * 
thingii; or Ave must mhke a shocking choice between military 
government and anarchy. Lord Clarendon, I think, speaks of 
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Lord Keeper Coventry ns fortunate in not living to see the civil 
broils of his country : I am excessively fearful that no man can 
now hold the Great Seal for any material portion of time, and live 
without seeing what Coventry did not see.” 

The Chancellor was overruled in his scheme of a trial for 
high treason, — all the rest of the Cabinet concurring in the 
opinion of the Attorney *and Solicitor General, that tlio prose- 
cution could only be for a inisdeineanour, but he was com- 
forted by finding that In arguing the necessity of new laws, 
he had made an impression on at least one member of the 
Cabinet. Lord Sidmouth, the Homo Seeretaiy, sent him a 
letter, saying, These considerations have convinced me, 
though they have not convinced others, that the laws ought 
to be strengthened, and the military force of the country aug- 
mented, without delay ; and for these purj)os(JS PaiTiamcnt 
should be assembled in the month of November, at the latest. 
It is, however, determined to wait and see — a determination, 
believe me, wholly unsuited to the exigency of the present 
moment.” Lord Eldon wrote hack in answer: — 

“The great question is, wliat is to be d(»ne? I can say no more 
upon that, than I liavc said. In thinking wliat laws may be mt- 
cessary to be enacted, it occurs to me to recollect that, at the time 
of the Union with Ireland, 1 told Mr. Pitt that I thonght the great 
objection to it was, that it would perhaps introduce into this coun- 
try sedition and treason, in their Irisli modes and forms ; that, if 
such sliould be the cas(?, we should Jiave to attempt passing, at 
Westminster, such laws as Ireland lia<l enaetiMl ; that my belief 
was, that no Parliaments at AVest minster ever would ])ass such 
laws ; tliat, if they would not, (ireat llritain, as a land of anarchy, 
would be a land in which it would be impossible to exist ; and, if tliey 
would pass such laws, it would be a land of necessary tyranny, in 
which existence would not be to be wished. Treason and .sedition 
do now appear in such modes and forms. AV'e shall see whether 1 
was right as to what the consequences must he. A a sure as I am 
living, nothing hut Parliament can attempt a remedy for pres(;iit 
evils. Whether that attempt will succeed, 1 know not; but, if 
Ministers will not try it, they ought to make way for other Minis- 
ters, who either will try it, or some other measure whic?i may 
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occur to them and does not occur to me. God bless jou, and may 
his Providence avert the evils which seem impending over us.*’ ' 

Before Parliament met, that most amiable, excellent, and 
loyal nobleman, the late Earl Fitzwilllam, was dismissed 
from Ills office of Lord Lieutenant of the West Hiding m 
Yorkshire, because he had joined in calling a meeting of free- 
holders to consider of a petition to the Crown and the two 
Houses of the Legislature, upon the present position of affairs 
— in terms supposed to reflect upon an answer recently 
given by the Kegcnt to an address from the City of London. 
This news was exultingly conveyed in the following letter to 
Lord Eldon : — 

ilichinond Park, Oct. 21st, ]819, 

DEAit Loud, 

“I had not a single inoinent, belbre I left town to-day, to tell 
you, that a messenger lias been despatched to Wentworth, with a 
letter informing Lord Fit/williain tliat tlie Prinec Regent has no 
further occasion for his services as Lord luieutenant of tlie W. 
Riding of Yorkshire. This was a necessary act of insulted autho- 
rity ; we shall now bo abused by our enemies : if we had shrunk 
from it, we sliould liave been despised by our friends, and perhaps 
by our enemies too. The clouds in the North are very black, and I 
think they must bui'st. Ever truly yours, 

“ SlDMOUTH.*’ 

It is most refreshing to find here a striking illustration of 
the lines of the poet : — 

“ Witli sooret course, which no loud storms nniioy, 

Cilidcs the smooth current of domestic joy.” 

Lord Eldon, during this time, was happy, and spreading hap- 
])incss around him, at his retreat in Dorsetshire, and wrote 
the following charming letter to his grandson, the present 
Earl of Eldon, then a boy of fifteen — which must make us 
love the old peer, in spite of his passion for coercive acts and 
prosecutions for high treason : — 

“ Encombe, Sept. 12th, 1819. 

“My very dear Joiw, 

“ AVe have not yet been a week here, but I have now had time 
to sec all that is to be seen here. 
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And, first. Grandmamma and Fan send, with me, the warmest 
love to you. I hope you got Mamma’s letter safe : and we shall 
be most happy to hear that you are well. 

“ There are a great many partridges, a great many hares, and, I 
l^ink, a fair quantity of pheasants. The ponies. Diamond and 
Dancer, are quite stout, and fat as butter. Aunt Fan’s little 
pony. Dapper, in endeavouring to open for itself a stable door, got 
its head between the door and the side of the door where the 
lock is, and has very nearly hanged himself. He is much hurt, 
but seems in a fair way of recovery. 

“The greyhounds, JNIessrs. Smoker, Spot, Smut, and Fly (the 
two latter I shall call JMesdanies), are ail as they should be ; so 
are also Messrs. Don, Carlo, Dill, and Dob, the f)ointors. Dill and 
Dob have been very good and diligent in their winter cdueation, 
and I think will be towards tlic top of my dog college.* Don is a 
freshman, sent down here a few days btdbre we came, but he is a 
capital performer in the field. Poor old IMut, whom you may 
remember, a pointer, seems quite siiperaiinuafed, and I think will 
see no more service. 

“ Your friends at the farm, Mr. and Mrs. Parmiter and their 
family, all arc well, and tliey and Mr. Willis impiire much after 
you. Mr. l^vrniiter’s dog Tiger is in excellent condition, and 
when taken out, finds hares and rabbits in abundance. 

“And now for great Oesar. He is amazing fat, looks very 
handsome, is more affectionate than ever, and is j)articuhirly care- 
ful in his attendance at the bn,*ak last-room window, when the good 
things for the teeth and palate an' there : as to the loves between 
him and Aunt Fanny, they are endless — such (*ndeajing, such 
salutations, sucli pettings, as no Dorsetshire or other Christian has 
the good fortune to be. honoured with. 

“In the course of the winter J have luul a beautiful vessel 
built — a sailing vessel of good size — in wbich we wi nt by sea 
yesterday, to Lul worth and back, with all sails bent, and colours 
flying at the mast-licad and other parts of her, — a very excellent 
and beautiful vessel. 

* In another letter to the same correspondent lie thus contrasts the characters 
of Bob and Bill : — ** Bob has consideriible natural merit, but he has contracted 
such a stubborn self-will, that we arc uhliged to administer di.seipHnc very fre- 
quently ; as soon as it is over, he is just as much as ever uiitractahle ; whereas 

Bill, after flogging, feels that sense of dcgra<iation, and regret that he (l>;served 
it, which is a great security with men as well as dogs for virtuous, honourable, 
and good future conduct.” 
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Wc have had a great piece of good luck in fishing, having 
cauglit in one fisliing about twenty -four mullet, whitings, &c. &c. 
of large size. 

“And now, my dearest John, do you ask me why I enjoy all 
these things so much ? It is because, as your friend Horace h^ 
it, they lull one into the ^ Solicitae jucunda oblivia vitai.’ It is 
because one enjoys them by contrast with meritorious labour at 
other limes : and depend upon it, neither Encombe, nor any other 
place, will have any lasting charms, unless in the period of life 
spent in education, a great stock of information is laid in in the 
mind, and a great stock of virtuous and religious feeling is im- 
planted in the lieart. That you may be diligent in acquiring both 
in youth, in order that you may be truly hapjjy when you grow 
up to manhood, is tlic heartfelt wish, and will be the prayer 
otfered up daily to Heaven on your account, of your truly afTec- 
tionate ' Eldon.” 

Parliament met bn the 23il of November, and on tlic first 
day of the session, Earl (5rcy Iniving moved an amendment, 
pledging the House to inquire into tlie proceedings connected 
with the late Manchester meeting, the Lord Chancellor said, 
However mneh, as an individual, I may wish for inquiry 
to vindicate the magistrates and the Government, I must, in 
my public capacity, declare that it cannot be granted con- 
sistently witli the spirit of English law. Considering that 
proceedings arc In progress before the criminal tribunals, I 
am reluctant to deliver an oiunion upon a question which 
will be regularly decided there ; but when I read in my law- 
books that numbers constitute Jbrcc, that force constitutes 
terror, and that terror constitutes illegality, I feel tliat no 
man can deny the Manchester meeting to have been an 
illegal one. The t>vo Houses of Parliament did, I admit, 
inquire and publisli Keports before the treason trials of 1794 ; 
but that Avas not Avith the vIcav of biassing the opinion of 
judges or juries, and I object to parliamentary inquiry dur- 
ing the pendency of prosecutions, except Avhere some con- 
tinuing danger creates a state necessity for such interference. . 
I aimsure that the Government Avill be found to have clone 
its duty ; and if the magistracy have erred at all during the 
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late excitement, their error has been rather on the side of 
remissness than of undue vigour. I will not now give any 
opinion on the proceedings at Manchester, as all the facts are 
to be laid before a jury. This only I owe it to myself to 
sajj — that it is iny fixed, my unqualified opinion, that the 
meeting at Manchester, on the 16 th of August, was, in every 
sense of the word, an illegal meeting.’’ 

Such a declaration of the law, while inquiry wiis denied, I 
think was very exceptionable. One bad consequence which 
It produced was, that when Mi\ Hunt’s trial came on, Mr. 
Justice Bayley, a very learned and honest, but not very 
strong-minded judge — to show liis independence, expressed 
considerable doubts respecting the character of the meeting, 
and actually advised Sir James Scarlett, who was leading 
counsel for the Crown, after the trial had lasted some days, 
to give up the prosecution. Indeed, it was owing to the 
firmness and extraordinary ability of tluit gentleman, who 
considered himself bound to exert himself the more from 
being politically opposed to tlic Government, that justice was 
not defeated by an acquittal.* What w^nild have been the 
consequence if the Lord Chancellor’s advice had been taken, 
and the indictment had charged Mr. Hunt with traitorously 
imagining the death of our Lord the King, and levying \var 
against him in his realm ? ” f 

Now was passed the imconstitutioiial code c.allcd The Six 
Acts,” the latest violation of our free Constitution, and I 
l)clieve the last ; for we have seen, both under Whig and I’ory 
rule, considerably greater danger from tumultuary meetings 
and secret associations, and yet on these occasions tranquillity 
was restored and preserved, and protection was afforded to 
life and property, by a skilful and vigorous use of the ordi- 
nary powers of the law. The most obnoxious bills now 
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* When he returned to I.ondon, he was w.annly tlianked for his exertions hy 
Ijord Liverpool, who acknowledged to him that if Mr. Hunt had been acquitted, 
there must have been a change of Administration. 

• t convicted of a misdemeanour, he was very properly sentenced hy the 

Court of King's Bench to iinprisonnieiit for two years in DoreheHter gao*. An 
attempt to have him hanged, drawn, and quartered would have insured him an 
ovatioui amidst the plaudits of hundreds of thousands, all over England. 
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passed, wliicli, fortunately, have all expired or been repealed, 
were — to prevent public meetings without the licence of 
magistrates — to permit a search in private houses for arms 

— to imiiose a high stamp duty on newspapers, for the 
avowed purpose of checking their circulation — and to sub- 
ject to transportation beyond the seas any person who should 
be convicted a second time of publishing a libel. These, I 
jiresuinc, were all suggested by tlie Lord Chancellor, and 
they were all gallantly defended by him. ^‘1 ask the 
House,” said he, what they think England would be like, 
if these bills should not pass ? The Anns Bill docs not au- 
thorise the searching of a lioiise on the mere infonnation that 
the owner of it has arms in his possession ; such possession 
must be ^for a purpose dangerous to tlie public peace.’ The 
principle of the right of the King’s suVjccts to possess arms 
for their defence, is not quite so broad as it has been fre- 
quently represented ; it is accompanied with the qualification 
that * the arms so to be possessed by them are suitable to their 
situation in life.’ * If the object of the persons to whom these 
bills arc to be applied is to give to their meetings, by the 
collection of great numbers, the c[iudity of physical force for 
tlio purpose of. ])rociiring, by the display of that jdiysical 
force, any alteration in the govorninent in Church or State, 

— I must declare that such a ju’oceeding is an overt act of 
high treason.” AVith respect to the bill for the transportation 
of libellers, he said, I maintain, my Lords, that it is neces- 
sary for the suppression of libels, that the Ccnirts should have 
the power whicli wc now propose to vest in them. As the 
law stands, if a man, between the times of his prosecution and 
his judgment, think proper, day by day, and hour by hour, to 
repeat his offence l)y means of liis servant, his wife, or some 
other authorised person, there is nothing to prevent him. Until 
a gi'cat lawyer, and a great reformed of laws, [meaning poor 
Micluiel Angelo Taylor, who had not only introduced the 
Pillory Abolition Bill, but made a yearly motion on the 

* Efe might have added, — wonder that he did not, — another condition 

specified by the Bill of Rights, — ** that the King's subjects who elatm to use 
arms in their defence arc JVotestanis.*' 



LIFE OP LOUT> ELDON, 353 

delays in Chancery,] had thought proper to take away the chap. 
punishment of the pillory, there Avas some check on this 
species of pertinacity ; but now the Court can only imprison a. d. I 8 I 9 . 
and fine, and often the fine is imposed Avhere it cannot be 
paid.* It is true that each of these publications may form 
the subject for a distinct prosecution, but if they extend to 
the number of 500, or 1000, or 1500, is it possible for the 
duration of human life to afford a sufficient space for a pu- 
nishment equal to the incalculable mischief which their 
circulation Avill effect? I vote for these measures because I 
consider them as tending to secure the peace, and to promote 
the hajipincss of the people.” Tlie alarm caused by such lan- 
guage was very great, — so that for a time tlie Ministry was 
strengthened, and the bills were all carried by vast majorities. 

I make no doiH[)t tliat Lord Eldon acted most (‘onseientionsly 
in proposing and supporting them ; but in doing so he showed 
at once a tottd disregard of the jirim^iples of the English 
Constitution, and entire ignorance of the feelings of the 
English people. The “ Six Acts,” bringing imspeakablo 
odium on the Government, increased and jirolonged the 
ferment which they were intended to sup[)ress. 

The two Houses finished their work with unexampled 
despatch, and were, on the 29th of December, adjourned to 
the 15th of February followiiig. 

Before tlnit day arrived the aspect of ])nblic affairs Avas of 

greatly altered by Death, avIio impartially visits the cottage 
and the palace. On the 22d of January, 1820, expired his 
Royal Highness the Duke of Kent, — a Bi-ince who liad eon- 
tiiuicd to keep aloof from jiarty politics, hut, |)erforming in an 
exemplary manner all the duties of liis station, was universally 
beloved and res[)ected. 

Six days afterwards, George III., Avhosc mind was too 

^ . . . IHiiO. 

much AV^eakened to allow him to he conscious of Jiis bereave- 
nient, was released from suffering. '^Diis event [>ro(lucod a (George 
great sensation, although it Avas not likely to be attended 

* This would be contrary to Ma^na Charta.->and the Cimnccllor can iiarilly 
hive thrown such an imputation on the Judges. llic ineSicacy of Hues 
legally imposed prom**!': from tlicir being paid by n subscription. 
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with any political change, and ten years before, his reign had 
in reality terminated. But his name had still been preserved 
in all public acts ; his image appeared on the coin ; the na* 
tion still considered itself under his auspices ; much sym- 
pathy had been excited by the thought that a mighty monarch, 
reduced to a state of mental Imbecility and blindness, was cut 
off even from the intercourse of his own family, to whom 
he had been so tenderly attached ; and his faults being for- 
gotten, people were disposed to think only of his singleness 
and sincerity of purpose, his determined resolution, and his 
truly English heart. lie certainly was a Prince possessed of 
very valuable qualities, and it is only fair to state, that every 
thing discovered concerning him since his death has tended 
to raise our opinion both of his abilities and of his ge- 
nerosity.* 

• I myself have liad an opportunity of reading his private correspondence 
with Lord North, which conveys a wonderful idea of his aetivity, familiarity 
with business, and knowledge of character. His steady attachment to that 
Minister is highly creditable to liis heart. With a better education, he might 
have been one of the greatest sovereigns who ever tilled the throne of England. 

From a fwo^ of his, recorded hy Lord Eldon, he might even have displayed 
a. talent for delicjite sarcasm : — On one occasit)n Cuorge 1 1 L, when he came 
out of the House of I.ords, afler opening the session of Parliament, said to me, 
' Lord Chancellor, did I deliver the speech well ?* * Very well indeed, Sir,’ was 
my answer. * 1 am glad of that,’ replied the King, *Jhr there was nothing 
a. ?V.’” 

I remember being told, when I was a hoy, although I never saw the anecdote 
in print, that having knighted a gentleman of the name of J)aj/^ at n levee lield 
*111 the ‘J‘)tli of September, he said, “ Now 1 know that 1 am a King, for 1 have 
turned Day into Kmtfht, and made Lady- Day at Mivhavhmis.'* 
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CHAPTER CCIV. 

CONTINUATION OF TITK LIFE OF LORD ELDON TILL THE CON- 
CLUSION OF THE qlei:n\s trial. 


Although the day on wlilch tlie death of* George III. was 
announced was a Sunday, — according to the requisition of tlic 
statute 6 Anne c. 7. both Houses of Parliament met. Lord 
Eldon merely ajipeared on the Avoolsack, and as soon as 
prayers were read the House of J^cers was adjourned. 

The same day a council was held at Carlton House, when 
the usual ceremonies were observed as upon the commence- 
ment of a new reign. On this occasion, all the Ministers 
delivered up the emblems of their dilKu’cnt oflices, and were 
all graciously re-appointed.^ Of Lord Eldon s part in this 
ceremony we have an account from himself in the following 
letter from him to his sister-iii law, ]Mrs. 11. Ridley : 


J.oiKl:n, Jail. lUst, 1820. 


“ Dear Fanny', 

“ I have lo.'^t the Master Yvlioin I liave long .sity cd, and whom I 
have most affectionately love<I. 

“ Tlie Acts of Parliament now in hoing would have continued 
me ill office till the Royal j)lea.sure should re.mov<i im^ ; hut I deter- 
mined that, as I Yvas acting under the ajitifiintment of him who 


* “ !30th .T.'inuiiry, 1820. — ^IcMnor.indiiiu. lliat llu* Ri^lit Ihm. Joliii Lt)rd 
Eldon, Lord Cliaiicellin- of th.-it part of llu* l.’nitfd Kiii'/doin of (iroat 

liritnin and Ireland, (‘.-ilk'd Grirat nrit tiii, delivrriMi llu* (ireat .SvV'il to Ins iMa* 
jfsty in Council, at Carlton JIoiisi*, wIumi iiis Majesty "as ;;raci<jusly picasi'd 
to rc-deliver to him iIk* s;ii«l Seal, wiili tin* title of Lord Idianccllor of 

Great nritiiii, and on the 1st day of Fdiriiary, his Lordship, helwei’ii the 
hours of ten and eleven in the forenoon went into the Court of Cliuncery, at 
Westminster, attended by Masters Campbell, Stratford, and Alexander, and 
standing in his place there in open court, took the oaths of allegiance and 
supremacy, and also the oath of tlie l.,ord ('hancellor, which o.iths were read 
• to him by the Deputy Clerk of tlie Crown, Master ('ainpbell, the senior Master 
present, in the absence of the Master of the Rolls (who was prevented from 
attending by indisposition,) holding the book, wliieli being done, tJie Attorney 
General moved that it might be recorded, which was ordered aceordiiigly.’' — 
Min* Book, No. 2. fol. 118. 
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was no more, I owed it as matter of respect to him, and as matter 
of respect to his successor, to consider my office as determined hy 
the death of him who gave it me, and that I ought not, with respect 
to the latter, to leave him to the pain of removing me if he thought 
that fit — and especially as I know, and to liis credit I say it, that 
he kept us, and me among the rest, originally, only because we 
were his father’s servants. 

“ I therefore yesterday resigned into his liands the Seals ; and, as 
I told him, I lioped unsullied by any act of mine. Out of office, 
he thought projier to call me ba<,*k into it; and now I am in the 
very singular situation — that of a third Chancellorship.* 

“ Remain in it long I cannot — to be restored to ifcl did not 
wish ; hut 1 could not for the prcsmit witlidraw from the olFcr 
graciously made to me hy the sou of my greatest benefactor, who 
certainly has behaved with great kindness to me, thoiigli he had 
been taught heretofore to hate me. 

“ With our love to you all — to you all — 

“ Believe me affiectionately yours, 

“ Eldon.” 


It Is aimiaing to observe how he ciiliaiices the delight he 
felt at tlie coninicnccnient of liis iliird Chancellorsliip by pro- 
testations that li(J was reluctantly inthieed again to accept 
tlie wortlilcss bauble, lest by declining it be should be charge- 
able with ingratitude. 

Parliament again met fur a lew days, but only to vote 
addresses of condolence and congratulation; for this House 
of Commons liavingbccn several times a little refractory, the 
resolution was taken to get rid of it as soon as possible. The 
Marquess of Lansdowne pointed out that there was not the 
usual reason for a dissolution wliicli occurred upon a demise 
of the Crown, but Lord Kldon explained that, at common 
law, the Parliament died with the Sovereign in whose name 
it was called, and although by the statute of AVilliam IIL it 
might sit six months longer, it was liable to be dissolved 
sooner ; and constitutionally it ought to be dissolved as soon 
as public business will allow — so that noble lords who started 
* 

* flis ininicdlnte successor has been Totir times Chancellor, and Lord Cotten* 
ham three times, lie was prolialily nut aware that one of his prcdecessoi^ had 
been Chancellor five times. 
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any business to delay the dissolution would be obstructing 
the due exercise of the royal prerogative. He, as Loi*d Com- 
missioner, concluded the session by delivering the Royal Speech, 
which deplored the loss of a Sovereign, “ the common father 
of all his peoidc,” and praised the prudence and firmness with 
which the Lords and Commons had counteracted the designs 
of the disaffected.* ^ 

Yet the new laws were insufficient to prevent the form- 
ation of the most diabolical and the most preposterous 
plot recorded in our annals — “ the Cato Street conspiracy,” 
— by which it was intended to upset the monarchy by assas- 
sinating the Lord Chancellor and all his colleagues while 
assembled together at a Cal)inet dinner. It was proved, upon 
unquestionable evidence, that one Thistlewood, who had been 
a subalt(‘rn officer in the army, with about a score of others, — 
butchers, shoeniakcn’s, and ol* such low trades, — had agreed, 
when the Cabinet Ministers were dining at Lord Ilarrowby’s, 
one of the conA'derates shoiiM gain admission at the outer 
door by pretending to deliver a letter; tliat all tlu; others 
should then rush in, and having executed their bloody pur- 
pose, they shoidd const it iite themselves th(', (Jovernment of 
the country. t Rut two ol* them having “ ’peached,” they 
were all apprehended in their conelavo in Cato Str(*et, when 
about to set forth for liord Ilarrowhy’s. Reing sj»ec(lily 
brought to trial, the charge! of high treason was satisfuitorily 
made out against them, and five of them were executed. 

I do not think that aMinisters deserved any eensnrc for the 
manner in which they conducted themselves in this affair, 
unless that they somewhat unscrupulously yielded to the, 
temptation of arguing that the [jlot was a justification of* 
their recent coercive laws, and of pretending to jni*er from 
this insane scheme that there Avas a revolutionary spirit 
generally prevailing in tlie country. Lfird Lldon, wlio con- 
siderably overrated his actual danger, piously wrote to a lady 
of his family ; For the past, — thankfulness and gratitude, 

♦ 41 Pari. Del). 1012. 

f TiiiH plot bears a considerable resemblance to tbal of Caliban, Stcpliano, 
and Trinculo, in “ 'Hie Tempest ” — to murder Prospero, atid make themselves 
Kings of the Enchanted Island. 
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I trust, will relieve all other feelings : as to the future, I 
trust there is something to be hoped for of protection in 
human caution, and that W'e may all fully depend upon that 
Providenee to which we are so largely indebted.” 

The new Parliament met on the 2l8t of April, and the 
session promised for some weeks to be very dull, — no sub- 
jects^more stirring being brought forward, or announced, than 
the settlement of tlic Civil List, the discharge of insolvent 
debtors, the suppression of Sunday newsj)apcrs, and the read- 
ing of the Athanasian Creed, — when a political storm was 
excited, such as had not been known in the country for a 
century, by a sealed green bag being laid upon the table 
of the House of liords and of the House of Commons, with 
a message from his Majesty, that, ‘Mti consequence of the 
arrival of the Queen, his Majesty had communicated certain 
papers respecting her conduct, which he recommended to 
their immediate and serious attention.” * 

At the coimncnccment of tlie new reign. Ministers were 
placed in a situation of much embarrassment witli their royal 
master, who, ruling propno jam jure, ojiimo pate7mOf^^ f he-- 
came much more ijnmanageable tlian lie had before been, and 
more inclined to listen to private friends ” than to his con- 
stitutional advisers. They first had a difference with him on 
arranging the Civil List ; but this was pretty easily accom- 
modated, and was thus jocosely alluded to in a letter from 
Lord Eldon to his daughter : Our royal ihastcr seems to 
have got into temper again, — as far as I could judge from 
his conversation with me this morning. He has been pretty 
well disposed to part w ith us all, because w^e would not make 
additions to his revenue. This wc thought conscientiously 
.we could not do in the present state of the country, and 
of the distresses of the middle and lower orders of the j)eople, 
to which w’C might add, too, that of tlic higher orders.” J 
But a fill* move difficult sulject remained behind, —r and 
rather than not have his way here, he w'as ready to peril 
his crown, — at any rate to try how far he might succeed * 


* Iliinsanl, 88G. 

\ 20th April) 18 JO. 


t jMotlo on the Coronation medal. 
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with another Cabinet. He had resolved that his wife, 
although now by law Queen of England, and entitled to the 
well-defined privileges of that high station as much as he 
was to wear the crown, without regard to personal cha- 
racter, — should enjoy none of them, and tliat she should be 
<lcgraded from her royal rank, even if the tie of marriage 
between them should not be dissolved. Till the death of 
King George III., she had been prayed for in the Liturgy 
as Princess of Wales;” but King George IV. insisted that 
she should now be entirely excluded from it, and his Ministers 
very improperly yielded to his arbitrary will, — contenting 
themselves with saying, that “ they would take no other step 
against her while she consented to remain abroad.” They 
feebly defended themselves by alleging that she was prayed 
fur under the words, “ the rest of the royal family” ; but, as 
her counsel, jNIr. Denman, afterwards j)athctically observed, 
^‘the general prayer in which she was embraced was, Mur 
all that arc desolate and oppressed.’” 

When the news of this insult reached her in Italy, — Jis 
might have been foreseen by Lord Kldon, who from his long 
intimacy with her was well accpiainted with her spirit, — she 
announced her intention of immediately revisiting England, 
to claim her legal rights. For some time he ilattered himself 
that this was a vain boast, or that her courage W(>uld fail ; 
and thus he wrote to liis daughter: ‘MJur (iueen ihrcalcns 
aj»proach to Englaiid; but if she can venture, she is the most 
courageous lady I ever heard of. The mischief, if she docs 
come, will be infinite. At first she will have extensive po- 
pularity with the multitude*; in a few short months or weeks 
she will be ruined in the opinion of the world.” * On a sub- 
sequent day, when the (iueen must have been almost in sight 
of the shores of England, he again wrote : “ I saw my royal 
master, as usual, yesterday. The committee to settle the 
forms of the Coronation have reported to liim that, as there 
is to be no crowning of a queen, peeresses should not be sum- 
moned to attend, and so all former precedents, in like cases, 
appear to have been, llui he says that, as (iucen ElizAbeih, 
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though a lady, had both peers and peeresses, so he, though 
he* has no queen, will have both ladies aiid gentlemen to 
attend him. I think, however, he will not persist in this. 
The town is employed in nothing but speculation whether 
her Majesty will or will not come. Great bets are laid about 
it. Some people have taken fifty guineas, undertaking in lieu 
of them to pay a guinea a-day till she comes, — so sure are 
these that she will come within fifty days ; others, again, are 
taking less than fifty guineas, undertaking to pay a guinea 
a-day till she comes, — so sure arc tlicy that she will not come. 
Others assert that they know she will come, and that she 
will find her way into W cstminstcr Abbey and W cstininster 
Hall on the Coronation, in spite of all op|)osition. I retain 
my old opinion, that she will not come, iinkss she is insane. 
It is, however, certain, tliat slic has ai)pointecl maids of 
honour, — ladies to whom she is i)leascd to give tlnit appel- 
lation.” * 

In a few hours news was received tliat her Majesty had 
arrived at St. Omcr’s, and a vain negotiation was opened with 
her there ; — but, indignantly refusing 5(),()0()/. a-yca: under 
the condition of not using the title of Queen of England, or 
any other title attached to the British royal family, — on 
the 6th of *111110 she entered London amid the plaudits of the 
midtitudc. The following is Lord Eldon’s account of this 
ovation: ^Kk)ntrary to all expectation, the Queen entered 
London yesterday in an open carriage, with the Alderman 
and Lady Anne Ilamilton, and amidst a vast concourse 
of people in carriages and on horseback, who liad gone out 
to meet her, and to hail her ai>pf()ach. She drove to Alder- 
man Wood’s liousc in South A ud ley-street, where she exhi- 
bited herself and the Alderman from a balcony to all who 
chose to take a j^eep at them, tlic multitude in the street 
requiring all who passed by to make their reverences and 
obeisances to her Majesty. In the mean time messages 
were scut to both Houses of Parliament, which may be con- 
sidered as the forerunners of long parliamentary proceedings 
relative to her conduct. These parliamentary proceedings are 


* 29th May. 
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likely to be warm on both sides. At present, one can only 
conjecture what is to happen, — and conjecture deserves little 
confidence, when this lady’s arrival has robbed conjecture 
of all credit.” * 

In a few days after he wrote to his daughter : The lower 
orders here are all Queen’s folks; few of the middling 
or higher orders, except the profligate, or those who arc 
endeavouring to acquire power through mischief. The bulk 
of those who are in Parliament arc afraid of the cftect of the 
disclosures and discussions wlilcli must take place, if tlicre is 
not some pacific settlement : the Queen is obstinate, and 
makes no propositions tending to tliat — at least as yet ; — 
the King is determined, and will hear of none — of notliing 
but thorough investigation, and of what he, and those who 
consider themselves more than him, think and talk of — 
thorough exposure of the and divorce*. To this extent 
Parliament will not go; l>iit, amidst this mess of dilli- 
eultics, something must arise in a few days ; or it will 
happen, I think, in a few days, that the K. will try whether 
he canr^ot find an Administration which can brinff Parlia- 
ment more into his views than the ju’eseiit Ministers, I don’t 
see how matters can go on a week longer with the present 
Administration remaining; 1 think no Administration, avIio 
have any regard for him, will go the length ho wishes, as an 
Administration — and if they will, they cannot lake ParJia- 
inent along with tliehi. That body is afraid of disclosures — 
not on one side only — which may aflect the monarchy itself. 
There is certainly an inclination to disquiet among the lower 
orders; but it is so well watch(Ml, that there is no great cause 
for uneasiness on that account.” 

From this letter it appears that hitherto Ministers had 
resisted the King’s wish for a Divorce Hill. 'Jliis was the 
utmost extent to which he had ever proposed to go ; and, 
^iccording to the doctrine afterwai'ds solemnly laid down, he 
could not, even on the comjdetest proof of her infidelity, have 
• attempted to make Caroline of Brunswick share the fate of 
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* Letter, 7th June, to Honourable Mrs. Uauks. 
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Anne Boleyn and Katherine Howard, — her supposed pa- 
ramour being an alien, and the alleged adultery having been 
committed beyond the seas, — so that neither party was guilty 
of high treason. It is deeply to be regretted that Ministers, 
from selfish motives or from defective judgment, did not con- 
tinue steadily to protect the Sovereign from the effects of his 
own waywardness. Although Lord Eldon was to blame in 
concurring in the measure which was at last adopted, I am 
sorry to think that the responsibility of it chiefly attaches 
to Lord Liverpool, a sbitesman whose general character is 
most respectable, and whose administration is a brilliant 
portion of our history. But he was afraid to act with 
sufficient boldness in combating his Sovereign’s inclination 
on this subject, and he followed a middle course, which 
is sometimes the most disastrous, instead of being the 
safest. Although he would not take up the divorce as a 
Ministerial measure, when he was pressed to do so in 1818, — 
that he might not utterly cpiarrcl with the Kegcnt, he al- 
lowed Sir John Leach privately to iVame the Milan commis- 
sion,” he provided funds for defraying the expenses of it, and 
he from time to time read the ex parte evidence which the 
commissioners collected from very susj)icious sources. He 
discussed it with the Prince, and he could not deny that, if 
it were believed, it established the guilt of the Princess. 
Thus, while he refused to originate any proceedings, he kept 
alive in the mind of his Ivoyal Highness the hope of a 
divorce, and he prevented a settlement which might have 
saved the j)artiesand the nation from tlie unheard-of disgrace 
now to be cast upon them.* I do not find that Lord Eldon 
took any part in these proceedings, from the formation of the 
Milan commission till the accession of (icorge IV. The 
evidence being then laid before him, he most unfortunately 
joined in the resolution to exclude the Queen’s name from 
the Liturgy ; and, believing that she never would return ta 
England, he consented that, if she did, some proceedings 


. * 9bmo bavo supposed, probably without any sufKcicnt reason, that Lord 
Liverpool bad a personal grudge against the Princess because she had strongly 
exerted her influence against him for Mr. Canning. 
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sliould be instituted for the purpose of exposing her mis- 
conduct : but he still resisted the notion of ii divorce, seeing 
that, according to all principle as well as precedent, this 
would open the door for recrimination, and might be dan- 
gerous to the monarchy. 

Before the plan of operations was finally agreed upon, a 
motion was made in the House of Lords to refer the papers 
contained in the Green Bag to a secret committee. This 
being strongly opposed by Lord Lansdownc and Lord 
Holland, and other peers. Lord Eldon said, — “ The object of 
Ministers, in proposing a secret committee, was to prevent in- 
justice towards the accused. That committee would not be 
permitted to pronounce a decision : it would mendy fiml, lik^ 
a Grand J ury, that matter of accusation did or did not exist. 
Such matter, even if found to have existence, could not be 
the subject of a judicial procevdimf, strictly so ‘called. The 
offence of a Queen Consort, or Princess Consort of Wales, 
committing adultery with a jx^rson owing allegiance to the 
British Crown, would be that of a principal in high treason, 
because, by stJitutc, it was high treason in him ; and as ac- 
cessaries In high treason are [)rincipals, she would thus be 
guilty of high treason as a princi[)al. But, as the act of a 
person owing no allegiance to the British Crown (H)uld not 
be high treason in him, so neither could a Princess be guilty of 
that crime merely by being an aocessaiy to suclia jxn-son’s act. 
There were likewise great difficulties in a Sovereign seeking 
a divorce in the Ecclesiastical Courts according to the or- 
dinary rules of law.* Yet although, for this reason, there 
could be no judicial pnx^eeding in such a case, there might 
be a Icirislativc one; and the existence or non-existenc.c of 
grounds for such legislative proceeding was a matter into 
which it would be fit that a secret coimnittce should inquire. 
In no case could injustice be done, because that committee’s 
decision would not be final.” f 


• Henry VIII. was divorml from CatlRrine of Arra;;on l)y tlie Kcelesi.is- 
tical Court — .md also from Anne IJoleyn between the day of her coiivtelAiit and 
execution. 

t 1 Hansard, New Scries, 890'. 


363 


CHAP. 

CCIV. 


A. 1 ). 1820. 


AppoiiiU 
inent of n 
secret com- 
mittee ill 
the House 
of Lords. 



364 

CHAP. 

CCIV. 

AD. 1820. 
Negoti.*!- 
‘tion 1>C' 
tween the 
pleinpu- 
tentiarics 
of the King 
and Quci'ii. 


Negotia- 
tion broken 
oir. 


REiaN OF GEORGE m 

The motion for a secret committee was carried without a 
division.* 

But all reasonable men were alarmed at the delirium of the 
King and Queen, by w'liicli the liritish nation was to be 
punished ; and, by a motion in the House of Commons, pro- 
ceedings were stayed, in the hope of a compromise, which was 
to be attempted between tlic Duke of Wellington and 
Lord Castlcrcagh acting as plenipotentiaries for the King, 
and Mr. Brougham and Mr. Denman for the Queen — upon 
the basis that she adiniltcd notliing, and lie retracted nothing, 
of what had been charged against her. While this was 
pending, Lord Eldon expressed his sentiments upon it in a 
4etter to his daughter : 

“ It seems to me that botli Houses of Parliament arc determined 
to have an end of this business between the K. and Q. without in- 
([iiiry and disclosure. All seem to be agreed that she sliall not live 
in this country; but there is nothing but: diirerence of opinion bow 
she is to be treated abroad. The Ministers will be compelled to 
give way to Parliament, — and tiiey are in a jn etty case : if they 
give way, the K. will remove them : if they do not, they will be 
outvoted in Parliament, and cannot remain. At least I do not sec 

my way honourably out of this ditlieully To-morrow will be 

a very bu.sy day, if the Q. jueaus to make any propositions for 
arrangement. The K. will make none, — and ii* lie can find an 
Administration that will light every thing to the last moment at 
any risk, he will receive none.” 

Such an Administration, after many cabinet councils had 
been held upon the subject, his Alajesty seems to have 
thought that he already possessed, for liis ])lcnipotentiarics, 
by his orders, not only re<[uire'l that the (jneen should ever 
after live abroad, but still iii.sisted on excluding her name 
from the Liturgy, and refused the concession that she might 
be introduced officially at some one foreign Court, which she 
might select for her residence. Tlic negotiation was accord- 
ingly broken off before a single article had been agreed to, 
and both parties prepared for war a tontrance. 

Tke Queen’s first move was to intimate to the Lord 
Chancellor, that she meant to come in person to tlie House of 


• l Hansard, New Series, 1X)2. 
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Lords, wlien her case should be next discussed there— meaning 
to go in state, with half the population of London at her 
Iieels. He sent her back word that, as Speaker, he could not 
permit her to enter, witlioiit the authority of the House, for 
which she must previously apply. She then desired that he 
would deliver a message to the House in her name, but he 
told her that “ the House did not receive messages from 
any body but the King, unless they were sent as answers to 
addresses from the House.” So far he was correct ; but I 
tliink he Avas quite Avrong in refusing to present a j)etiti()n 
from her to the House of Lords. J>y the Constitution, every 
subject has a right to petition cither House of Ihirliament, 
and a petition can only be ])rescn(ed by a member of the 
House. I liavc therefore always understood tlic rule to be 
(and I have myself always acted on this rule), that if a 
petition is respeoifully worded, and is u|)on a subject Avithiii 
the jurisdiction of Harliamont, any member, Avhen asked, is 
bound, in the discluirge of his Parliamentary duty, to present 
it, hoAVCver much lie nray disa]A])rovc of its [irayer. The 
Lord Chancellor, although Speaker of the House, has, in all 
respects, the duties and jirivihiges ot‘ other Peers. Loi’d 
Eldon stated, in a letter Avritten at the time, ^MVhen they 
brought a petition from lua*, to be ])resented to the House by 
me, — this I decHned also; and for this Messrs. Grey, lians- 
downc, ami Hollaiul abused me T)retty handsomely. However, 
I dont think that I suil‘er(;d much by all that, and 1 am 
resolved I Avill not he employed in any way by this lady.” 

The Queen’s petition being presented by Lord Dacrc, 
Avith some observations iq)on the manner in Avliich the duty 
of presenting it had been cast njionhiin, an entire stranger to 
her Majesty, ‘‘ the Lord Chancellor dechire<l, upon his honour, 
that Avheii he declined to present the petition, he entertained 
no objection to its being submitled to the eonslderation of the 
House; but it appeared to him belter that it sliould be pre- 
sented by any other noble lord rather than by liirnsidf; a 
• due regard to the situation in Avhich he stood, induced him to 
pause, and he had not had three minutes ibr the considcitition 
of the question ; he Avould sooner suffer death than admit 
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any abatement of the principle, that a person accused is not 
therefore to be considered guilty.”* 

Mr. Brougham and Mr. Denman, her Majesty’s Attorney 
and Solicitor General, were then called in to support the 
petition, which prayed that their Lordships would not prose- 
cute a secret inquiry against her, — and tliey began that series 
of orations in her defence, which raised tlie reputation of 
British forensic eloquence. 

The following day, Earl Grey, in the hope of saving the 
country from the disgrace about to be heaped upon it, having 
moved to discharge the order for the appointment of the 
secret committee, wdiich had hitherto suspended its opera- 
tions, — the Chancellor ably vindicated the propriety of in- 
quiry after the communication from the Throne, and thus 
more suo concluded: “For my own part, my Lords, if after 
this inquiry further proceedings should be deemed necessary, 

I shall enter upon them in the s[)irit so ably dcsci’ibcd by an 
eminent English #1 udge f, who declared that ‘ he had made a 
covenant with God and himself, that neither affection nor any 
other undue motive should ever m.ake him swerve from the 
strict line of his duty.’ In that spirit 1 have always con- 
tinued to act during the past, and I shall endeavour to act 
for the future. The consciousness of doing so will be the 
best consolation I can possess, if I should appear to the friends 
wliom I esteem to act wu’ongly, and will form my best title 
to pardon at the hands of that God before whose tribunal all 
mankind must sooner or later stand to be judged.” J Lord 
Grey’s motion was negatived by a majority of 102 to 47. § 
This was the first division on \hc proceedings against the 
Queen, and gave great confidence to the King’s party. 

The secret committee now 0 })cncd the Green Bag, and 
in a few days reported to the House, “ That allegations, sup- 
ported by the concurrent testimony of a great number of 
persons in various situations of life, and residing in different 
2 )arts of Europe, appeared to be calculated so deeply to affect 
the character of the Queen, the dignity of the Crown, and • 


• 1 Hansard. 1325. 1327. 1329. 
t 2 Hansard. 24. 
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the moral feeling and honour of the country, that it was 
iiidispCiisable that they should become the subject of a solemn 
inquiiy, which would best be effected in the course of a 
legislative proceeding.” * 

Lord Dacrc having next day presented another petition 
from the Queen, praying to be immediately heard by her 
counsel, the Chancellor said, he would be glad to know 
where in the history of Parliament it was to be found that 
counsel were admitted to be heard against a measure of some 
kind or other not yet submitted to their Lordships, but which 
some noble lord was expected to prcq)osc. I'heir liordships 
differed from the practice of the other House of Parliament, 
by allowing a peer to lay a bill on the table without asking 
previous leave to do so ; and would they now hear counsel 
against this privilege of the peerage?” t The motion, that 
counsel be called in, was negatived without a division. J 

Lord Liverpool forthwith introduced the ‘‘ Pill of Pains 
and Penalties against her iMajesty,” which, njciting that “she 
had carried on an adulterous intenjourse with Bcrgami, her 
menial servant,” enacted that “ she shoidd be degraded from 
the title and station of (Jueen, and that her marriage with 
the King should be dissolved.” After her counsel had been 
heard at the bar against this mode of proceeding, the bill 
was read a first time, and was ordered to be n^ad a second 
time on the 17th of Aijgust,— when the preamble was to be 
proved, and the “ trial ” was to begin. 

In the meanwhile, Lord Erskinc having made the very 
reasonable motion, that the Queen should be furnished with 
a list of the witnesses to be prcMluccd agaijist her, the Lord 
Chancellor resisted it in a long speech, in wlii(!h he [minted 
out the inconvenience which this practice ])roduces in trials 
for treason, — insisted that it should not be extended to other 
cases — and, reminding their Lordships that the rank of 
the party accused sliould not weigh with them — in spite of 
his early failure, in quoting Shakespeare, cxclqiined — 

* 2 Ilansaril, 1C7. f ll>. iyf>. | J»». 207. 
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** The poor beetle that wo tread upon, 

In corporal sufferance feels a pang as great 
As when a giant dies.” * 

He might have recollected that the Queen was substantially 
charged with liigl) treason, and that in. Scotland (of which 
she was Queen as well as of England) no criminal of any 
degree can be brought to trial without the advantage wliieh 
she claimed. 

I think he likewise erred in resisting a motion afterwards 
made by Lord Erskinc, that as the charge in the preamble 
of the bill extended over several years, and over many coun- 
tries ill Europe and Asia, she should, for the purpose of jirc- 
jiaring her defence, be furnished with a specification of the 
times and places ivlicn and wlicre the offence was supposed to 
have been committed. The Chancellor said, there was no 
analogy between the common law of this country and a pro- 
ceeding before Parliament, and his noble and learned friend, 
had not pointed out a single instance in which, in a proceed- 
ing like the present, their Lordships had gone the length to 
which their Lordships w^ere now requested to go ; the demand 
for a specification was unsupported hy any ])rincijile, and uii- 
sanctioned l)y any precedent.” f surely he had not con- 

sulted his oracle. Sir William, that great Consistorial Judge, 
who would have told him that in an ordinary divorce suit the 
libel must articulately set forth the charges — with time and 
place — and that to these charges the proofs arc confined. 
Indeed, by the standing orders of the House of Peers, a Bill 
to dissolve a marringc for adultery cannot be introduced till 
there has been a sentence of divorce 7nnis(i et thoro in the 
Ecclesiastical Court, after such specific allegations established 
by evidence. 

These violations of the sacred principles of impartial jus- 
tice excited iiiucli sympathy in favour of the party accused, 
and inclined the public to be incredulous to tlie formidable 
case that was afterwards made out against her. 

When the trial actually began, and during the whole . 
course of it. Lord Eldon’s eondiiet as President of the Court, 

f Ib. 576. 
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was much’ to be admired ; displaying not only great dignity 
and ability, but the utmost impartiality and candour, lii 
the midst of great provocation, he always preserved his ecpia- 
iiimity, and while he firmly checked the irregularities of 
counsel when they exceeded the latitude to be fairly ex- 
pected in the discharge of their arduous duty, he treated 
them with uniform courtesy. lie summoned to his aid the 
Judges of the land, and ui)0!i the many difficult (piestions of 
evidence which arose he always decided according to their 
opinion. I must, likewise, point out his high merit, by which 
every good lawyer must be struck, in framing the (piestions 
to bp submitted to these sngCvS. It should be reincinbercd, 
that being only advisrr,^, there is a. j(‘alousy in jiutting to 
them in the conrrcU the very point which the House is to 
decide, and that they arc generally consulted by an tthafntct 
(picstion, arising out of a supposititious case. Some dexterity 
may be evinced by the framing of siudi (piestions, so as to 
obtain an answer which may meet the wishes of the. franu*r ; 
but Lord KIdon — in his imaginary (‘j(‘(*tnuints and trials 
upon indictments — with the greatest l‘airn(\ss and felicity, 
submitted the exact matter in controversy for their advice, 
without the slightest regard to the maimer in which their 
answer might operate. * Amidst the humiliation eansed by 
the proceeding, it was consolatory to (»bserv(% not only tlui 
unexampled disjday of talent at tin* liar, but, though tin; 
contending jiarties w^en* so luuMpial, tlie strict regard to the 
rules of law and to the ])rineiples of enlightened criminal 
procedure exhibited by the Court. 

When the evidence for tlie jiixjseciitioii liad closed, Lord 
Eldon very properly resisted the proposition mad(j by Mr. 
Brougliam, in his laudable zeal for his client, — that he should 
then be allowxd to open the evidence for the defence, with a 
delay of some Avccks, to enable him to adduce it ; — or that he 
should be allowed to divide his address into two halves — one 
commenting on the evidence already given, to he spok(‘n 
•immediately — and the other opening the cvidcinx* for the 

* Our I<aw of Efidence was niiich enriched by tlie decisions in the “ (iiiceii’s 
Case,*' — although two or three of them have since been doubted. 

VOL. VIT. H n 


CHAP. 

CCIV. 


A i>. 1820. 
im])nrtlal 
conduct 
during the 
trial. 



370 


REIGN OP GEORGE IV. 


CHAP. 

CCIV. 


A.D. IS'20. 


Plan of 
Annoying 
I.ora El- 
dun hy 
buying for 
the Queen 
u house ad- 
joining his. 


lie threat- 
ens to re- 
sign if this 
should be 
Goinite- 
nanced by 
tlic Go- 
vernment. 


defence, to be spoken after the adjournment. The natural 
anxiety was, that the powerful summing up of the King’s 
case, by the Solicitor General, Copley, should not remain so 
long unanswered ; but the alternative was very fairly given, 
to adjourn at the conclusion of it for as long a time as her 
Majesty should require to prepare fully for her defence, or to 
proceed continuously till her defence should be closed. A 
delay till the .3rd of October was .asked by her Majesty’s 
counsel, and to that day the House adjourned. 

While Lord Eldon was exhibiting so much coolness on the 
woolsack, he had been the subject of some very absurd 
attempts personally to annoy him by the worst-judging^ sec- 
tion of the Queen’s iriends, who (among other schemes) pro- 
jected to purchase for her use the house next to his, in 
Ilamiltoii Place, where it was intended that she should keep 
a court, the mob mounting guard over her. 

Having heard that the Lords of the Treasury were going, 
on a specious representation, to assist her iii procuring this 
place of rcsidcuce, he actually wrote the following letter to 
Lord Liverpool, threatening instantly to resign if they did : — 

IVfy DKAU Lori>, 

“ T uiidorstaiid upon inquiry that the transaction as to the Ha- 
milton Place liousc cannot take cflTcct witliout (hn crninent making 
tlicmsclvcs a party to it. 1 sliould be very unwilling to state any 
thing offensively, but 1 cannot but express my conlidence that 
Government will not aid a project which must remove the Chan- 
cellor from his house the next hour that it talics cflcct, and from 
his olficc jit the same time. 1 am confident that I can satisfy you 
that it could not reasonably be expbctecl of me that I should adopt 
any other conduct if this matter takes effect, much as I should in 
every way wish to prove myself, 

“ Yours, most truly, 

“Eldon.” 


Lord El- Lord Liverpool instantly withdrew the assistance of Govem- 
theplan by from the schcmc ; but it was about to be completed by 
buying the meaiis of a voluntary subscription, — when it was defeated,* 
him- terms had actually been agreed upon, by Lord 

Eldou himself becoming the purchaser, at an advanced price. 
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In consequence, he wrote to his daughter, I had no other 
means of preventing the destruction of iny present house as a 
place in which I could live, or whicli any body else could 
take. The purchase-money is large, — but I liavc already 
had such offers that I shall not, I think, lose by it.” 

He now went to enjoy some repose at Encuiiibe. On his 
journey thither he was constantly saluted by cries of Queen 
Caroline for ever I” and in the country he found that public 
opinion was all against the King, the people saying sweep- 
ingly, ‘‘ Italians arc not to be believed.” lie was still con- 
fident, however, in his tribunal, if it had not been for one 
misgiving — the dread of recrimination. On this subject he 
wrote the following letter to Sir William, in which his rea- 
soning is most sophistical, and is evidently at ^•ariance with his 
own private conviction. 

“I have long thought that \\\q vffevt of recrimination will be 
produced, even if evidence of recriini nation should ho refused. 
But I wanted some scrni), to cnabli‘. me how to argue the. point 
whether it should be refused, for I can hardly esea}>e being called 
upon to say something about it. In ordinary bills oi‘ divorce, th(‘y 
are not tendered to the House in the first instance by a lord : 
tlie husband petitions for leave to have a bill brought in : the ]>ro- 
ceeding is therefore in the nature of his suit. As (Kjainst him^ it 
is fair to show that he ought not to relieved ; he is a jairty, in 
somewhat of a strict sense, in the proc<*eding ; he has thorelbn? no 
right to complain, if his actions are examined in that proceeding : 
of his actions, Commons, Lords, and King are to judge. Hut in 
this proceeding, the King is no petitioning t)arty (more than one 
foolish thing has been said by those who slKnild not liave. said it, 
attending to tins circumstance) — the bill is not brought in ujjon 
leave at his suit — a lord brings it in upon his own responsibility 
— might bring it whether he would or not — he has not, as a 
petitioner, placed himself in a situation in which he has submitted 
his actions to examination in a proceeding in which he can repel 
imputation by proof, even if, as a King, be could submit his 
actions to examination — he has nothing to do, in form and upon 
^ principle, with the proceeding, till the bill is tendered to him fur 
his assent to what Commons advise and Lords advise : they ^-an’t 
try his conduct. The received notion, that this would bo treason 
if committed here, is to be looked to. Suppose it had been corn- 
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mitted lierc?, adultery on his part would have been no defence— 
could not have been given in evidence. See then what would be 
tlie case — she is convicted — docs he pardon, so as to save her 
life ? If he can’t have a divorce because of adultery on his part, 
he must either let the law take its course against her, and divorce 
by execution, or take the pardoned traitor to his arms to love and 
to cherish. Notwithstanding all that can be said, I should, if f 
was to decide to-day, argue the case as if rccri mi nation had been 
proved. But it is very essential to settle the point wliether it 
sliould be admitted : for, whatever notoriety there may be in t/iis 
case, it would be monstrous in a jwssUjIc case to admit it : the case 
for b»«bnice in wliich, (ifier shameful notorious adultery in a wife, 
tlic Jiusband, suing for a divorce, had in a single instance, in an 
unfortunate moment, sinned, — righteous altogether before his 
wife’s adultery.” 

He here admits, that if the hill had been introduced at the 
King’s suit, recrimination could not 1)C refused, and he is 
obliged to resort to thcj miserable subterfuge, that the bill was 
bixmglit in by a lord, on his own responslbililj” — forgetting, 
that in ])oiiit of form, even, as well as sul)stance, tlie King was 
the petitioner, or achrr, l)y the message he had sent along with 
the green l)ag.” 11u‘u the sup])osition, that the proceeding 
was like a criminal trial on a capital charge, where the per- 
sonal conduct of the prosecutor, uncoimeeted with the specific 
oirencc charged, would be irrehjvant, was at variance not only 
with the fact, l)ut with all his own reasoning in the prior 
stag(*s of the jirocceding. To such inconsistency was he 
driven by Ins original want of firmness in combating the in- 
clinations of the Sovereign, who, according to the law of God 
and man, had forfeited all claim to the remedy his Ministers 
were now obsequiously struggling to obtain for him. 

When the House met, after the adjournment, it again 
assumed the as|»ect of an cnligliteiicd and impartial court of 
justice — which it maintained till the evidence had been closed, 
and every thing had liccn urged by the counsel on cither side, 
which could be suggested by zeal, learning, and genius. The 
question being then put, That this bill be now read a second * 
time,” — 

The Lord Chancellor, leaving the woolsack, delivered a 
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long and able speech in support of it. After vindicating the 
mode of proceeding by “ Bill of Pains and Penalties,” which he 
said Avas very favourable to the accused party, and arguing 
tliat the Queen had not been prejudiced by a refusal of a 
list of the witnesses,” or a “ specification,” such as she had 
demanded, or by any of her supposed grievances, lie took a 
inasterly view of the evidence, and contended, that while there 
Avas no sufficient reason to disbelicA^e tlie witnesses Avhose 
credit had been impcaelicd, — according to all the rules of in- 
ference by Avhich courts of justice were guided in the investi- 
gation of truth, the case was abun<lantly established by 
evidence allowed to bt*. sincere. AVithout having once shed 
tears, or appealed to his conscience, he thus concluded in a 
very manly and dignified strain: — “One word more, iny 
Lords, and I have done. As to what has passed, or is pass- 
ing out of doors, I will take no notice of it, for 1 am not sup- 
posed to hear it, or to know any thing about it ; only this I 
Avill say, that, Avli.'itevcr has happened, or whatevin* may hap- 
pen, I will perform rny duty here, lint in the course of this 
solemn inquiry, your Lordships have hoard tVom the bar of 
this House, what 1 was very sorry to bear, and what I believe 
Avas never before addressed to a court of justice. Something 
like a threat Avas held out to your Lortlshijis, that if you 
passed judgment against the Queen, you would nev(‘r liavc 
the power of [lassiiig another judgment. 1 do nut profess to 
use the words of the sjieakcr, but the impression is distinct 
upon my mind. j\Iy Lords, Iiow(*ver that may be*, I will 
take upon myself to declare that an address of such a nature, 
such ail address of intimidation to any court oI‘ justice, was 
never until this hour considered to be consistent with the duty 
of an adAwate; and tliat such an aildress, wliothor an advo- 
cate has a right to make it or not, ought to have no cflcct 
AvhatCA^cr on your Lordslil|>s. You stand h(*re as the great 
and acknowledged protectors of the liberties, the character, 
the honour, and the lives of your fellow-siihjccts, and you 
• cannot discharge that high trust a moment longer tlian while 
you can say to one another, — and for myself, if 1 had vAit a 
moment longer to live, I would say to you — ‘ Be just, and 
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fear notl’ My Lords, I know the people of this country. 

I am sure that, if your Lordships do your duty to them, by 
preserving their liberties, and the Constitution which has 
been handed down to you from your ancestors, the time is 
not far distant when they will do their duty to you : when 
they will acknowledge that those who arc invested with the 
great judicial functions of the state ought firmly to meet all 
the rcj)roachc8 to which the faithful performance of those 
functions may expose them ; to court no popularity ; to do 
their duty ; and to leave the consequences to the wisdom and 
justice of Grod, who guides the feelings and actions of men, 
and directs the course and consequences of all human 
affairs.”* 

On the division, after a debate of four nights, the second 
reading was carried by a majority only of 28. | 

Lord Liverpool, and most of his colleagues, now cried 

Craven,” but Lord Eldon, whose courage ever grew with 
difficulty, like a stout champion, wsis eager to continue the 
combat, and thus unbosomed himself to Sir William : — 

‘‘ Dkar BROTinca, 

“ I complain not only of a deadly want of energy in the public, 
but a want of it in the Adininistration. Most expressly I com- 
plained of the latter want. 1 think, if the latter did not exist, wc 
should not sec quite so niucli of the former ; whereas most of those 
who are inlected with the latter, atlributc their own conduct, I think 
erroneously, to necessity arising out of the apathy of the former. 

** How is it possible that Ministei’s can help the propagation of 
reports ? How is it possible that they can avoid determinations in 
given eases, to go out ? Their friends, as they call themselves, 
arc constantly complaining that the Cabinet don’t let them know 
liow much they make a point of this or that matter, excusing their 
lukewarmness and th<*ir non-attendance, because they were not in- 
formed tliat this or that point was material ; if they had been so 
informed, oh ! they would have been in their places, and have 
given the most entire support ! Ministers are, therefore, driven to 
state upon what they put their existence, to those they believe to 
he their friends ; but it docs so happen that some of those whom* 
the^ fancy to be such arc living with all parties, wishing to bo 


* 3 llanf^zinl, 1130. 
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well with all parties, and therefore, some studiously and some by CHAP, 
surprise upon theniselvcKS, giving to the opponents of Ministers the ^^IV. 
information which Ministers meant to give exclusively to friends, ] 

and which they have been compelled to give them. It is some 
such friend who has told Brougham, or the person whoever lie may 

be, what has been told to Lady , who has been as willing as 

anybody to keep herself out of a scrape, of being a witnCvSS on a 
late occasion. If Ministers do mean to insist upon the Queen’s 
being kept out of the Liturgy, could ihej'' permit all whom they 
call friends to be pledging themselves before Parliament meets, 
that they, their friends, will make no point of the Liturgy? 'Jhe 
King may be false, but he has told me twenty times, and within 
these forty-eight hours once, that he will take no Alinistry that 
will introduce her into the Liturgy. I have no reason to believe, 
nor do 1 believe, that the King has sent for I^ord Sj)encer. 

“I only add, tliat I know the ]Miuist(‘rs think they have been 
driven by lukewarmness of friends (exeiising it by eom}>laining that 
communications were not made to tliem of points on which they 
put their existence), to comniuiiicatc what it may now Ixj rejire- 
sented to have been very foolish to communicate. 1 think with- 
drawing the bill, if any thing has that clfect, is what will destroy 
the Administration, to whatever cause the friemls or foes of 
Administration, or neutrals, may attribute it.” 

Lord Eldon prevailed so far, that the Bill was (tarried yracvmU 
through another stage; but in the coininitlce It eneountei’ed conmdttce 
fresh difficulties, from u religious scruple resja^ctlng the 
divorce clause, on wliicli the Kight Ilevcrcud Prelates were 
divided in opinion — the Archbishop of Canterbury and the 
Bishops of London and LlandafF speaking fur it, and the 
Archbishops of York and T.uaiii, and tlic Bishops of* Chester, 
Worcester, and Petcrborougli against It. In great j)erpiexity. 

Lord Eldon now’’ proposed to omit the divorce ehiuse alto- 
gether, so that the Bill might only degrade the (iueeii from 
her royal nank and dignity, w ithout dissolving tlie marriage ; 
but many of the King’s friends ohjcctcd to liis ])eing [daced 
in the unprecedented condition of continuing the hushantl of 
fi woman convicted of adultery, and sou\c of her friends said 
that, tliougli they believed her innocent, they w’ould vote for 
the clause, that the bill might be defeated by it. 

The Committee dividing on the question, ‘‘ That the divorce 

B B 4 
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clause stand part of the bill,” the contents were 129, the 
NOT CONTENTS 62, — Lord Eldon, Lord Liverpool, and all 
the Ministers voting in the minority. * 

When the division was over. Lord Holland seated himself 
beside Lord Eldon on the woolsack, and said to him, — 
Lord Chancellor, your bishops liave made but an indifferent 
figure to-night, — one half of them saying that a man will be 
damned if under certain circumstances he lives with his wife, 
and the other half that he will be damned if under the same 
circumstances he puts her away .” — Lord Chancellor. *^Iam 
only certain of one thing, which is — that they will all be 
damned.” 

Undisjnayed, he was for pushing the Bill forward, and 
sending it to the House of Commons, notwithstanding the 
strong opposition with which it was threatened there ; but at a 
Cabinet held in the evening of the 9th of N^ovember, Lord 
Liverpool peremptorily declared his resolution not to pro- 
ceed farther with the measure. Lord Kldon maintained 
his own opinion with' boldness, and some hot words seem to 
have passed between them. It was finally agreed to feel the 
pulse of the House by taking a division on the thinl reading, 
the Clianccllor having first tried to fix waverers by again 
reminding them of the evidence of the uiiimpeached witnesses, 
and the necessary inferences to be drawn iVom it. 

He accordingly s[)()ke very emphatically in the debate on 
the third reading, contending, that no peer who had voted for 
the second reading, and tluis declared his convie.tion of the 
Queen'S guilt, could now 1)C justified in withdrawing his sup- 
port from it. He said : — Are* there any of your Lordships 
who, on such a subject, will Jiot be satisfied with circum- 
stantial evidence? Murders arc proved to the satisfaction of 
juries by circumstantial evidence. I recollect a casein which 
a man was found dead in the highway — shot through the 
head — the w^adding of the ])istol clotted in his hair; on the 
head being washcil, a piece of paper w’as found unconsumed; 
this proved to be part of a ballad; and the remainder of it - 
w as^found In the pocket of another person, who w*as appre- 


* 3 Hansard, 172G. 
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lieudcd on suspicion of being the murderer. Was not this a 
safer ground for conviction than the oath of a man swearing 
that he saw the shot fired ? Suppose a lady and gentleman 
are interrupted in a criminal purpose, and afterwards lock 
themselves up in a room for some hours, or are found sleep- 
ing in the same apartment, what^ inference is to bo drawn? 
Laying aside the evidence of Llajocclii, Demont, and that 
class of witnesses, — if there is not enough remaining to esta- 
blish the charge, I have grievously erred in allowing divorce 
bills to pass through this House. l>ut, looking at all the cir- 
cumstances, I think it would be very ditticult lor any of your 
Lordships to lay your hands on your heart, and say, ^ Not 
guilty, upon iny honour.’”* When he sat down, J^ord 
Liverpool threw to him a slip of j)aper, with the following 
words : — “ Most admirably ! I am much obliged to you 
for it — and sorry if what I said last night gave you pain.” f 

Nevertheless, upon a division, the third reading was carried 
only by a majority of nine. J 

Thereupon Tiord Livei’pool, instead of moving, “ That this 
bill do pass,” said, that Had the third reading been (;arricd 
by as considerable a number as the second rt‘ading, he and 
his noble colleagues would have felt it their duty to persevere 
in the bill, and to submit it to the other branch ol’ the legis- 
lature. In the present state of the country, lu)\vever, and 
with opinions so nearly balanced — just exemplilied hy their 
Lordships — they had come to tlui detonninatioii to jiroeeed 
no farther with it.” He accordingly moved, “ That tlu; far- 
ther consideration of the Hill he adjouriHMl to this day six 
months.” 

Lord Eldon put the question from the woolsack, and with 
an abject countenance said, “ 'fhe contents have it.” 

Heartily dissatisfied with the issue, and with his hrelhren 
of the Cabinet, he thus addressed liis daughter: - - 

♦ 3 Hansard, 17:?9. 

f On the back of this was found the following menioranduin : — “ Liverputd 
asked me to speak in the House of Lords upon cireumsiantial evidence on the 
last day of the QueeiVs trial. I did so. He then hatideil this to me, apologise 
ing for angry language at the ('ubinet the night before, when he cummu iiicated 
Ills intention of reliirquishiiig the business/’ 
t lOS to 99. 3 Hansard, 17*H. 
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1 thought it wholly inconsistent with the dignity of the House 
of Lords to close the most solemn inquiry ever entertained in that 
House by doing nothing. Tlie bill should either have been re- 
jected or passed. But to have upon our Journals four different 
resolutions, all founded upon our avowed conviction of her guilt, 
and then neither to withdraw those resolutions, nor to act upon 
them, appears to me perfectly absurd, and, both to the country and 
to her, unjust. To her, surely, it is so. We condemn her four 
times ; she desires at our bar that we will allow her to be heard in 
her defence before the Commons ; wc will neither do that, nor 
withdraw our condemnations ; for, though the bill is withdrawn, the 
votes of condemnation remain upon our Journals. This is surely 
not pretty treatment for a lady. Report says that in a petition, 
which Lord Dacre would have presented if the bill had not been 
withdrawn, she signs herself thus — 

* Carounk, Queen in spite of you.’ 

This thing, which has so long kept the country in a state of agita- 
tion, will probably die away, like all other nine days’ wonders — 
except that, wlien Parliament meets, Ministers will be abused 
heartily, and some 'witnesses on both sides wdll be prosecuted for 
perjury.*’ 

He was mistaken in supposing that the memory of this 
scandalous proceeding would so soon ]>ass away, for it pro- 
duced a deep disgust in the public mind, Avhicli was not ef- 
faced during the current reign, — and not until examples of 
purity and of all the domestic virtues had afterwards been dis- 
played on the throne, \vas it that the people of this country were 
again affectionately attaelied to the monarchical government 
under which they and tlieir fon^fathers had so long flourished. 
Lord Eldon himself, though little given to change his opinion, 
or to confess that he had been wrong, seems in his latter 
days to have regretted ^^thc proceedings upon the Bill of 
Pains and Penalties ag.ainst Queen Caroline” — which he 
goes so fiir as to denominate — proceedings, perhaps^ more 
jmt than prudent,^'* Ilajqnly, I am not called upon to offer 
any opinion upon the guilt or innocence of the party accused, 
or to say how far her disregard of the opinion of others, and • 
hcriiabitiial refusal to submit to the conventional restraints 


Anecdote Book. 
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imposed upon her rank and sex, may, in h<5r case, repel the 
inference usually drawn from certain transgressions of the 
rules of delicacy, and so redeem her from the highest impu- 
tation of misconduct. Had it not been for the ill-usage she 
experienced in the early part of her married life, there 
probably would have been little hesitation in coining to an 
unfavourable conclusion upon the evidence produced against 
her; and in that case, whatever the fact might be, she would 
have had no just reason to complain, for a woman must be 
prepared to see the inferences drawn against her, wdiich 
naturally arise from the situations in which she chooses to 
place herself; and if she has raised a general belief of guilt, 
it is really not very important to others, that she retains a 
consciousness* in her own breast of not having actually con- 
summated her infidelity. 

This was the most wretched [)art of Lord Eldon’s life. 1 1 is 
sufferings must have been greatly aggravated by the con- 
sideration that the individual wdiom he was now called upon 
to vilify and to degrade, was the same Caroline of IJruns- 
wick who received him so hospitably at lilacdvlieath — aiul 
he must have felt some envy when he saw Mr. Canning 
sacrificing oflSce, and daring tlui King’s displeasure, rather 
than assist in the proceedings against her. 
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During the Christmas vacation which followed the Queen’s 
trial. Lord Eldon enjoyed a short repose at Encombe, and 
after the exciting scenes in which lie had been engaged, he 
took delight in meditating for hours together on the hearth, 
** with the fancy very busy in finding out likfcncsses of the 
human visage in the fire.” He concludes a letter to his 
daughter, giving an account of this “ sleep of the mind,” by 
announcing his sjicedy return to the turmoils of business: 

In an hour’s time I shall be among the lawyers, who are 
no favourites of yours; and I would much rather sec my 
pointers, &c., and listen to the sounds with which they ex- 
press their joy at seeing their master, than to the eloquence 
of the most eloquent of the babblers, to whom now, for a 
long time possibly, 1 must lend unwilling ears. I say possi- 
bly, because, till the teniper of Parliament is tried in the 
subsequent week, our fate remaiiKS mighty uncertain.” 

The zefil of the Whigs in oiiposing the liill of Pains and 
Penalties,” no doubt had been sharpened by the hope that 
the Ministry would cither be beaten in Parliament by per- 
sisting in it, or would quarrel with the King by abandoning 
it — so that cither way their gain was certain. But Lord 
Liverpool baffled them completely. The King, upon re- 
flection, became satisfied that more could hardly have been 
done to gratify him ; and his jVIajcsty looked with some dis- 
pleasure on Sir John Leach, by avIiosc sanguine prophecies 
he had been buoyed up. For his present servants he had 
not much regard; but he greatly preferred them to the • 
‘‘ eafty friends,” against whom he was now much exasperated, 
as they had defeated him in the object nearest his heart, and 



LIFE OP LORD ELDON. 


381 


lie imputed their conduct to purely factious motives. The 
Queen’s popularity likewise considerably declined when her 
dangers were over; the excesses of the multitude enlisted in 
her cause had excited alarm in the minds of moderate men, 
and a general feeling prevailed that it was necessary, for the 
sake of public tranquillity, to rally round the Government. 

For these reasons the session of I^arliament, which was ex- 
pected to be so stormy, and to which Lord Eldon had looked 
forward with so much apprehension, was one of the (luietest 
known for many years. Sir Charles 'W'ethcrell delivered a 
very elaborate argument in the House of Commons to prove 
the illegality of the continued exclusion of the Queen’s 
name from the Inturgy ; but a resolution to that elfect was 
there negatived by a large majority*, and when the sulycet 
came to be mentioned in the House of Feers, Ijord Eldon, 
giving no reasons, contented himself with dogmatically as- 
serting the contrary doctrine, ‘‘ after having obtained every 
information tliat could be acquired, and applied to it the 
deepest research.” f 

The only serious difficulty to be encountered was “Ca- 
tholic Emancipation,” which now assiinu;d a very formidalde 
aspect. Hitherto tlierc had l)een only debates on petitions 
from the Itoinaii Catholics, or resolutions for taking their 
claims into consideration at a future time. Ihit a lall for 
removing all their disabilities had jmssed the House of Com- 
mons, and (horrible to relate) was actually put into the liands 
of Lord Eldon, at the bar of llui House of Lords, by Mr. 
Plunket, its author. His Lordshiji behaved on the occasion 
wdth composure and sell -command. On his return to the 
woolsack he recited, with an unbroken voice, the tilhi of the 
bill to which the conciirrcnee of their Lordshi])s was asked, 
and he calmly declared, that “ although he feared it would 
be impossible for the ])romoters of the measure, by any nu»di- 
fications, ever to induce him to acquiesce in it, he woidd 
bestow his best reflection on the subject before the discussion 
on the second reading.” 

When the motion for a second reading of the bill caini‘ on. 
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• 4 Mansard, 219. 
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— Sifter Inducing the Duke of York to make a very bold 
declaration against any alteration of the Protestant Consti- 
tution of 1688,” he himself delivered what is considered his 
greatest anti-catholic speech, concluding, after praising the 
old Whig peers, who had framed the Act of Settlement, 
with this earnest prayer, May the posterity of those noble 
lords find, in the preservation of our present laws, in those 
wise and fundamental laws which require the Throne, the 
Government, and the Church to be unalterably and for ever 
Protestant, that solid security for their liberties which they 
can never find in excluding a Papist from the throne, but 
surrounding a Protestant King with popish advisers ! ” The 
bill was rejected by what was considered the auspicious 
majority of tiiiutv-nine.* 

Next day Lord Eldon wrote to Sir William : The Duke 
of York has done more to quiet this matter than every thing 
put together. It has had a great effect. I have nothing 
further to delay your drinking to the ^ TniiiTY-NiNK, who 
saved the tiiiuty-nine articles’ — a very fiishionablc 
toast.” — Shortly after, being requested by him to correct and 
publish his speech, he wrote back an answer, showing his 
uneasy suspicions of Lord Liverpool’s sincerity, and his own 
resolution, which, being really founded on principle, ever 
j)roved indomitable: — I have no great a])petitc for printing.! 
At the same time, the papers have printed such nonsense, that 
1 am uneasy about it. As to Liverpool, I do not know what 
he means. To please Grenville, he makes a Regius Professor, 

— friend to the Catholics. To please Lansdownc, he makes 
a Bishop of Bristol and Regiu^ Professor, — friend to the 
Catholics. He therefore, I dare say, will not stir a step 
beyond pronouncing in words his speech. I am not quite 
content with this — and yet I don’t know what to do. But 
what he does or does not do, 1 think, should not regulate me. 
Can a man who makes such a Secretary for Ireland as wc 
have, and two such Regius Professors and such a Bishop, be 

* ^59 to 120. 5 Hansard, 35(5. 

I It was published in a pamphlet as corrected by himself, and it is reprinted 
in Hansard, vol. v. 285. 
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serious? With me this thing about the Catholics is not a 
matter of consistency, but of conscience. If there is any 
truth in religious matters, I cannot otherwise regard it.” * ** 

The only other measure which excited much interest 
during the present session was the bill for disfranchising the 
borough of Grampoiind. This Lord Eldon strenuously op- 
posed, although it was sui)portcd by his colleagues. lie said, 
‘‘ that the present bill was completely irreconcilable with 
the law and constitution of this country. It was ^ a bill of 
pains and penalties,’ and an cx post facto law, lor it inflicted 
on innocent men the jmnisliment due only to the guilty, and 
a severer punishment than any existing law provides for the 
guilty.” t However, on the ground, not of punishing crime, 
but of taking the elective franchise from a phice which could 
not be permitted to enjoy it longer without serious detriment 
to the public, the bill passed, and formed a precedent for the 
bill to disfranchise Sudbury, lately carried through with the 
sanction of Sir liobert Peel. 

As the session drew to a close preparations began to be 
made with a view to the coronation of George IV., which 
the Queen’s arrival had interrupted the preceding year. On 
this occasion Lord Eldon wjis very fitly raised to an Earldom. 
He said that ‘‘ George III. and George IV. had previously 
often pressed the dignity ujion him, and that even now his 
^ young master ’ was obliged to say, ‘ If you will not make 
out your own patent, 1 will get some one else to do it ; and 
Avhen I send it to you, I will sec if you dare to return it.’ ” 
He sent a formal letter of thanks to his Majesty, and received 
an answer testifying the favour in which he was then held. 

Ilaniiltuu IMacc, Saturday, July 7ili, IK'JI. 

' The Lord Chancellor, luiving been iiifonned that your Ma- 


• In this same letter, referring to an application for a place for an idle young 
lawyer, he gives such admirable advice that 1 cannot refrain from copying it : — 

** The truth is, that upon I', there must Iw impressed the necessity of his work- 
ing for himself. These lads, who give each other great dinners, with tlunr 
claret, champagne, &c., must learn that this will not do, if they are to pursue 
a profession, and they must learn that if they want the aid of a profession, they 
must submit to the privations, which young men, who are to get forward pro- 
fessions, have always submitted to. 'I hU is a truth of which they are not aware,” 
f S Hansard, 695. 
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jesty lias been pleased to sign the warrant for his promotion in the 
peerage, cannot permit himself to delay the expressing to your 
Majesty his most grateful tlianks. lie is too sensible of the many 
imperfections which, during the vigour of life, have occurred in 
his attempts to discharge the duties of that great station, in which 
his gracious Sovereigns have been pleased to place, and so long to 
continue him, not to feel that he is wholly and entirely indebted 
for this distinction to royal favour ; and he cannot hope, in the 
decline of life, to render any services wliicli can be in any degree 
an adequate return for it. lie trusts tliat your Majesty will per- 
mit him to offer to your Majesty his wannest gratitude, to tender 
to you the duty and attachment of a devoted servant, and the 
homage and loyalty of a faithful subject,” 

‘‘ Carlton Palace, Saturday night, July 7th, 1821. 

“ My deak FiiiKNi), 

“ I must thank you for your afTeetionate letter, wdiich is very 
acceptable to my feelings : God grant that you may long live to 
enjoy the liouours so justly due to your eminent talents and distin- 
guished services ! I sliail liope to sec you early in the morning, as 
I have much to sny to you. 

“ Always, my dear friend, 

“ Very afFc(;tionately yours, 

“ G. R.” 

The patent was dated the 7th of July, 1821, the consider- 
ation recited in it being “ the distinguished ability and 
integrity wliich he luid invariably evinced in administering 
the laws in his office of (chancellor during tlic period of nine- 
teen years.” Two days afterwards he took his seat in the 
House of Lords as an Earl, and received the w arm congratu- 
lations of peers of all parties ; for, on account of the great 
amenity of his manners, he w^as very generally beloved in 
lliat assembly.* 


* The fullowiiig is the ceremonial of his installation as recorded in the 
Journals ; — “ Tlic Earl of Liverpool signified to the House, that his IVIajcsty 
liad been pleased to create John ,Lord Eldon, Lord lligli Chanccdlor of that 
part of the united kingdom of Great Uritain and Ireland called Great Britain, 
a Viscount and Karl of the united kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, by 
the style and title of Viscount Encombe and Earl of Eldon. Whereupon hia 
lx)rdship, taking in his hand the purse with the Great Seal, retired to the lower ' 
end the House, and having then put on his robes, was introduced between 
the Earl of Shaftesbury and the Earl of Liverpool (also in their rol)cs) ; the 
Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod, Clareucieux King of Arms (in the ab- 
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On reference to the Heralds, it was resolved that the title 
of “ Viscount Encombe,” at the same time bestowed upon 
liim, should be borne by his grandson ; and he communicated 
the intelligence in a dreadfully long, sti(t^ and 4)rosy epistle * 
to the promising youth, whose excellent disposition was proof 
against all the temptations to pride, idleness, or extravagance 
arising out of his new rank. 

At the same time the house of Scott was further honoured 
by Sir William being created Lord Stowell — with the 
universal approbation of the public. His jiulgments in the 
Court of Admiralty had conferred a lasting obligation on his 
country, and his elegant aecompHshnieuts and delightful 
social qualities had endeared him to a large circle of private 
friends. The public, altliough much given to envy, yet not 
without generosity, — were j)leascd to sec two brotliers, who 
had raised themselves from* obscurity by their own merits, 
both invested with the higliest dignities of the state. 

There were serious apprehensions that the coronation would 
be disturbed by the Queen. She claimed to be crowned at 
the same time with the King, but Lord Eldon and a com- 
mittee of the Privy Council, after hearing Mr. Brougham on 
her right, unanimously rcj)ortcd against lua*. She then, 
against the strong remonstrances of her more prudent ad- 
visers, resolved to force lier way into ^Vestminstcr Abluiy, 
and insist on a crown being placed on her head, lluinours 
of this project caused much uneasiness, but the ceremony 
went off* aus[)iciously, as w e may know from the following 

sence of Garter Kin;r of ArniN), carrying his T^orclslilp’s patent (wliicli he ilc- 
Jiveretl to him at the steps of tlie throne), and the Deputy JiOrd Great Ghnin- 
berlain of England preceding. 

“ Ilis Lordsiiip (after ll>ruc obeisances) laid down his letters patent upon the 
chair of state, kneeling, and from thence took aiid delivered them to the clerk, 
who read the same at the table. 

The said letters patent hear date the 7tli day of July, in the second year of 
the reign of his present Maje^ty. His Lordship's writ of sumriions was also 
read.’* (Here follows the writ verbatim. ) “Then his Lordship, at the table, 
took the oaths, and made and subscribed the declaration, and also took and sub- 
scribed the oath of abjuration, pursuant to the statutes, and was afterwards 
placed on the lower end of the Karls’ bench, and from thence wetit to the uf>per 
end of the same hcneli, and sat there ;ts honi Chancellor, and then his Lord- 
ship returned to the woolsack.” — Journ. liv. 512. ' 

* Twiss, ii. 438. 
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lively notice of it from the Earl of Eldon to his daughter, tlie 
Lady F. J. Bankes : — 

“July 20tli, 1821. 

“ It is all qyer, quite safe and well. The Queen’s attempt to 
make mischief failed. She sent a message to say, that she would 
be at the Abbey by 8 o’clock. To take the persons there by sur- 
prise, she came between 6 and 7. After trying every door of the 
Abbey in vain, she came to the Hall ; there she was also denied 
entrance. A few of the mob called ‘ Queen for ever ! ' I am 
informed that, on the other hand, there was gi-cat hissing, cries 
of’ ‘ Shame, shame, go to Bergami ! ’ and a gentleman in the Hall 
told us, that when her Majesty got into the carriage again, she 
wept. Yesterday must have infornuul her how fleeting is popular 
favour. Her friends broke Londonderry’s windows, Montrose’s, 
and various other people’s windows, who were preparing illumi- 
nations. We had a very handsome illumination : John Bull 
spared us ; indeed his family 'were very civil to me, in the course 
of my transit from the Hall to the Abbey. The business is cer- 
tainly over in a way nobody could have hoped. J^verybody went 
in the morning under very uncomfortablii fcielings and dread. I 
think the fatigue of it would have killcMl <lcar Mamma. William 
Henry was a capital figure in the dress of an ancient Baron of the 
Cinque Ports, He looked amazingly well, and performed his duty 
well. John s delight, I think, Avas the Champion, and the Duke 
of Wellington and the Marquis of Angles(;a going on horseback 
for, and returning on horseback with, the King’s dinner.” 

The new EaiTs fatigues at the coronation brought on a fit 
of the gout. He would have been almost completely con- 
soled by the following most gracious note from his young 
master,” if he could have placed entire reliance on its sin- 
cerity : — 

“ Thursday evening, (J o'clock, July 2Gtli, 1821. 

“My DEAR Chancellor, 

“ I delay not a moment thanking you for your afiectionate note. 
I have known you, and, Avith truth I do add, that I have loved and 
esteemed you as a friend, much too long for a moment to entertain 
a thought that you Avould not have presented yourself both at 
the levee yesterday, as aa-cII as the drawing-room this* day, if it had 
been morally possible for you to have done so. If there be any 
blame, it rests Avitli me, for not liaving sent to inquire after you, 
but w'liieh I desire you will not impute to forgetfulness on my side. 



LIFE OF LORD ELDOX. 


but to the constant worry and hurly-burly I have been perpetually CHAP, 
kept in for the last fortnight. 

I remain, my dear Lord, 

“ Always your most affectionate friend, 

“G. R. 

‘‘ P. S. I shall rejoice, if you are able to come to me, to see you 
on Sunday as usual.” 

But he had to suffer, along with the twinges of the gout, Rumoured 
the dread of speedy changes in the Cabinet ; and while still 
confined to his room, he thus wrote to Lord Stowcll : — net. 

“ Somebody brought to my ladies a report that all the IMinisters 
were going out, but Lord Sidmoiith and the Chancellor. That 
any changes have been determined upon, 1 take to be (piitc nn- 
founded ; that many must take place soon, if the King and Liver- 
pool continue in the tcm])er in which they respoctivoly .are, 1 have 
no doubt, tliough the thing may wear on as it is, till his excursions 
arc over. The bulk of the Ministers are, 1 think, convinced that 
tlie K. means, and that my neighbour* will induce him, to change 
them; and I shouhl not wonder il*, in a loo great confidence that 
he has this meaning, they wore to retire before he knew how 
to execute it. It is impossible but that tlie tiling must fall to 
pieces. This is so strongly the conviction of llio greatest part of 
the Administration, that I think that conviirlion will of itself 
almost produce the change.” 

However, the King, without making any change, set forth Aui;ust, 
ou his visit to Ireland, when he. heard of the greatest of all Kinfij’s 
possible deliveraiic(!s ’’f — the death of the Queen, This threw 
his Ministers, as well as Iiimsclf, for some time into a trans- 
port of joy, but Lord Kldou* was soon disturbed by accounts 
that his Majesty in Ireland was showing marked kindness to the 
favourers of Catholic emancipation, — and that Mr. Canning, 
on whom he looked with more and more aversion, and from 
whom he thought he was for ever safe, by the part wliich 
this ^^emancipator” had taken in fiivour of Caroline, was 
again coming into office. In sad perturbation he thus wrote 
, to Lord Stowcll : — 


• The Marchioness of (ronyngliam. 
f Letter from r.r>r(l Castlereagli to Lord Kldon. 
V. V 2 
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“ I think there is a great alteration in the opinions of some where 
I did not look for it” (the King) “ about Cunning, and even 8id- 
moutii thinks the death of the Queen has removed, in a great de- 
gree, all objection to Canning. But suppose the King and Liver - 
pool cannot settle their differences, what is to be done ? AVho is 
to be at the head ? In the House of Commons, you’ll say London- 
derry, (Lord Castlereagh, now, by the death of Ids father. Marquis 
of Londonderry,) — buttliat won^t do. For many of the peers, who 
liave great parliamentary interest, will not support, as Prime Mi- 
nister, any person who stands pledged to remove Catholic disabi- 
lities, and I have persuaded myself that they, with the Duke oi 
York at the head of them, will never agree to that. If you go to 
the House of Lords, wlio can. you have ? Sidmoiith’s last deter- 
mination, as communicated to me, was, that, whether there were or 
were not any otlicr changes, he would not, in any oflicc, meet the 
Parliament at its next meeting. They talk of the Duke of AVel- 
lington ; but I have reason to believe that, if there wore no objec- 
tions, he would have nothing to do with it. Indeed, 1 think he is, 
the most of all of us, convinced that the King is iiudinod to sweep 
the cabinet room of the whole of us, and that he feels very strongly 
that we have all experienced, and are likely to experience, treat- 
ment not very easy to bear. If Sidmoiitli goes, I shall go. AVith 
a new Secretary for the Home Department, a new Chancellor, a 
change of Prime Minister, — who can suppose things to be in a 
settled state ? In truth, I don’t s(hj how we can go on without 
some explanation as to what all the occurrences in Ireland mean, 
— as to the Catholic question, unexplained. AVith a determina- 
tion in many in the Cabinet to resist claims to the utmost, we are 
continuing parts of a Government ap])arently daily in every way 
encouraging them. , 

“ I understand the King w^as particular and lavish in his atten- 
tions to Plunkett : he certainly means, if he can, to bring him into 
office — another Papist ! ” 


Joy upon It turned out, that although the King, in his exuberant 
onho^ ' spirits, arising from a late event, and captivated by tlie no- 
Queen. vclty of tlic enthusiastic popularity which he cxptricnced, had 
incautiously given hopes to ^hc Irish Eoman Catholics that* 
the hour of their deliverance was at hand, he had no serious 
thoughts of changing either measures or men, — and his visit to 
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Ireland, Instead of bringing about an equality of civil rights CHAP, 
in that country by quiet and constitutional means, soon ^ 
caused deeper discontents, and quickened the agitation which ]§«,! 
ill a few years mischievously extorted what might sooner Disap- 
liavc been beneficially conceded. On his return he gave 
Lord Liverpool assurances that he w'oukl continue to preserve Irish, 
the ascendency of the anti-catholic part of the Cabinet, and 
that upon this principle alone w'ould he admit any addition 
to it. 

When Christinas came round, he sent the following invi- 
tation to the Chancellor, wdiich places his Arajesty in a most 
amiable point of view, and makes us deeply regret that his 
good qualities w^erc not ahvays so conspicuous : — 


‘‘AIy DKAii FninNo, 


“ nriglUoii, Dee. 


“You thitlercd me that wlien yon had relaxation from business 
you would make me a short visit. It strikes me that lujxt Alonday 
and Tn(3sday are the two most probahh*. days to afford you sikOi an 
opportunity ; therefore, if this should bo so, and unless yon have, 
formed any pleasanter schenuj for yours(df, proff come to me thou 
I believe it wdll hi*, necessary for you to swear in oni‘ or two of my 
state servants, the most of wliom yon will tind asseinhh;d lien;; 
therefore j»ray he ju’opcrly prt‘pared. 1 ho])e it is jiot net'essary for 
mo to add Iioav truly happy 1 should he, it* our d<‘ar ami good friend 
Lord Stowell Avouhl iiecomjiany you. A licarty wtdeome, good ami 
'warm beds, turkey and ehiiie, and last, though not least in love, licvr 
and crow^, arc tlie order of the day. 

“Ever, my dear i^ord, 

Alost sincerely yours, 

“ (1. K. 


'i lio King 
treats the 
('luiiiccllor 
with “liver 
ant) crow.’* 


— N.B. No (diurcli preferment will he rcrpiested upon the 
present occasion.” 


The negotiations for strengthening the Government ended 
in the accession of the Grenville party; and Mr. Peel w^as iilmciis-" 
iilaccd in the office of Secretary of State for the Home I)c- «>‘”Posed 
partment. .Ihis last appointment was very agrccfible to lit ion with 
Lord Eldon, for he had not yet found out, wdiat wa^s ere tong 


* A Newcastle dish, more savoury than delicate, to whicli tlic Chancellor was 
inucli attached. 


c c .T 
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proved, that the new Secretary waa a law reformer, much 
less did he suspect the dangerous liberality of his principles 
upon other subjects. * But our Chancellor was much cha- 
grined by the interloping of the Grenvilles, who had been 
contaminated by the Whigs, and with whom he had been 
at enmity almost ever since he held the Great Seal. He 
Avrote to his daughter : This coalition, I think, will have 
consequences very different from those expected by tlic 
members of Administration Avbo liavc brought it about. I 
hate coalitions.” And he subsequently sent her the folloAv- 
ing mots against their new allies, — the first alluding to the 
number of offices they had required, and the other to a per- 
sonal defect of one of them, who is, nevertheless, a very able as 
Avell as honoiu’able man : 1. Lord llolland sjiys, ^all articles 
arc now to be had at lotv prices^ except Grenvilles,^ 2. Lord 
Erskine, alluding to Charles Wynn’s voice, says ‘Ministers 
arc hard run, but they still have a squeak for it.’ ” 

Lord Eldon had rejoiced mucli that Mr. (.^aiming had been 
kept out of office on the late Ministerial arrangcincnts, but 
was soon alarmed by a notice which this (piasi Whig, ani- 
mated by jirivate resentment as Avell as public principle, gave, 
in the House of Commons, — of a motion for leave to bring 
in a bill to reinstate Catholic ])ccrs in their legislative privi- 
leges. The move was very skilful, for Catholic peers had 
been allowed to sit and vote till they were disfranchised by a 
factious (‘ffort of tlic profligate and irreligious Shaftesbury, 
in the reign of Charles 11., and the present representatives 
of the Catholic families, with the Duke of Norfolk at their 
head, were distinguished for their loyalty not less than for 
their ancient blood. The Chancellor, Avho thought that this 
measure Avould be as dangerous as allowing a Homan Catholic 
to be upon the throne, Avrotc to Lord StowcII, Avith more 
point than is usually to be found in Ills epistles : “ Peel is 
studying much the objections to Canning’s motion. Canning 


* Now begun tlie ofiicial correspondence between Lord Eldon and Mr. Peel> 
from^bicb, tlirongh the kindness of the latter, tlii.s and the two following chapters 
are much enriched. 
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says the peers should be first restored, because they were last 
excluded. The Pajnst King was the last excluded.”* 

He was sadly distressed that the Bill was to be considered 
by a mixed Cabinet, and was to be left an open question.” 
To his daughter, Lady Frances, he now writes: — ‘‘I am 
going, as usual, to Carlton House ; the King is still confined 
by the gout. How he is to manage, with some Ministers 
servants of the Pope, and others foes of his Holiness, I can’t 
tell ; but if I was a King, I would have my servants all of 

one mind Great uncertainty as to the event of next 

Friday on the Catholic business. I think it will pass the 
Commons, and whilst individuals arc voting for it there under 
a conviction that it will be lost in the I^ords, tlicrc is reason, 
very much, I am sorry to say, to doubt that, - - for lords arc 
beginning to think it foolish to be the Instruments by which 
other [)ersons may vote dishonestly.” 

The Bill having passed the Commonsf, was brought up to 
the Lords, and allowed to be read a first time; but a great 
stand was to be made upon the second reading, with respect 
to which Lord Eldon was unnecessarily very nervous. He 
wrote to I^ady Frances: — I am sorry to^licar that your 
Bishop (the Bisho[) of Korwich) is coming, though I am far 
from wishing him to be indis[)osed. He brings his own vote, 
and the Bishop of Kochester’s ])roxy ; and two is two too 
much.”J 

Wlicii the day eainc, he made a very able speech against 
the Bill, dwelling with much force iqion the fact that the 
exclusion of lioman Catliolic Peers was re-enacted at the 

* He seems to liave been in a b.'ippy vein at (his time. 1 1 » reference to ap- 
plications toliim for livings, he adds, My applying clergy may ho divided into 
two classes — applicants who have begot twelve children, and applicants who 
arc most anxiinis to mtirry in order to fieget twelve ; and every man of each 
class thinks the Chancellor bound to provide for him and his, that are and are 
to be.** From a most exairgeratecl notion prevailing of the ecclesiastical pa 
tronage belonging to the oHice of Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, which 
i have now the honour to hold, 1 can easily conceive how lie was ajipealcd to by 
the married and the marrying. 

t 7 Hansard, 475. 67rJ. 

I lie subsequently wrote in a very kindly strain respecting this same Pre- 
late : “ The liisliop of Norwich Is a very agreeable man, and always talks defight- 
fully about you. If tlic days of Popery .sliould return, we will vote liiin into the 
Papal chair.** 
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llevolution as essential to our liberties. Having gone oyer 
all the statutes on the subject, and observed that if Catho- 
lics were allowed to sit in the House of Lords, they could 
not be excluded from the House of Commons, he thus con- 
cluded : — Will the mover of this bill abrogate any of those 
enactments, with respect to religion, which affect the Sove- 
reign ? Will he allow the King to marry a Papist ? If, 
from a conscientious feeling, he would prevent his Sovereign 
from marrying a I'aplst, he must equally, from a consci- 
entious feeling, object to the introduction of Papists into this 
House. I am quite sure that if I agree to this measure I 
can resist no other. It is neither more nor less than a motion 
for general emancipation, and therefore I cannot consent to 
its adoption. In a short time, it will be of very little con- 
sequence to what I do consent, or to what 1 do not; but 
while I retain the power, I will endeavour to discharge my 
duty firmly. It is constantly urged that the question of 
emancipation will bo carried sooner or later. 1 do not believe 
it ; and I think that the oftener the assertion shall be made, 
the less will l)c the chance of its being fulfilled. Though 
these were the last words I had ever to speak, I would still 
say that, if this measure be carried, the liberties of iny 
country as settled at the llevolution, the laws of my country 
as established by the securities then framed for the pre- 
servation of her freedom, are all gone ; but I shall have the 
pleasure to reflect that 1 have not been accessory to their 
destruction. Those laws and liberties of England I will 
maintain to the utmost; and therefore I wdll give my de- 
cided opposition to this measure.^’* "I'lic second reading was 
negatived by a majority of 171 to 129.f 

The only other bill on which Loi-d Eldon spoke, during 
the session of 1822, was a most excellent one — to vali- 
date marriages celebrated in the face of the churcli, without 
certain required formalities, — where the parties believed that 
they w'erc regularly contracting matrimony, and continued 
for a certain time to live together as man and wife. This he 
iimTbcountably opposed, and he w^as quite furious against the 


** 7 Hansard, 1230. 


t Ib. 1262. 
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clause giving it a retrospective operation, which he said was 
an invasion of the rights of property. He divided the House 
against it, and, to his great surprise and n\ortification, being 
left in a small minority, — after declaring* the numbers, he 
exclaimed : — “ My Lords, ten days ago, I believed this 
House possessed the good opinion of the public, ns the medi- 
ator between them and the laws of the country ; if this bill 
pass to-night, I hope in God that this House may still have 
that good opinion ten days hence. But, to say the best of 
this measure, I consider it neither more nor less than a legal 
robbery, so help me God. I have but a short time to remain 
with you, but I trust it will be hereafter known that I used 
every means in my poAver to prevent its passing into a 
law.” * 

He became rather sidky with liis colleagues, and when he 
had any decent excuse, docliiied attending Cabinels. Thus he 
Avrote to Mr. Secretary Peel: — have received your sum- 
mons to attend a Cabinet on the Alien Ac<, on Friday next, 
at tAVO o’clock. I cannot ])ossibly attend it, the onlersofthis 
House requiring me on iMondays, AVednesdays, and Fridays, 
to be upon the Avoolsaek, in this place, hearing causes, Irom 
ton till four. Aly absence, however, can I)e of little, and, 
possibly, of no consequence.” f These orders of flio Jfonsr 
have not been considered, by his successors, as preventing 
them from attending a Calunet, and lie would very little Inua} 
regarded them if Ijc had been summoned by the Duke of 
Cumberland to deliberate on tbc formation of a ncAV Govern- 
ment. 

As soon as the session Avas over, the King set forward 
on his voyage to Scotland, and, on his arrival in Lcilh Buads, 
received the melancholy ncAVS of the death of Lord Castle- 
rcagh, Avlio, Avitli all Ins fiiults of oratory, liad proved liimsclf a 
very useful Minister, and had, for a number of years, credit- 
ably supported the important part of GoA^crnmcnt-lcader in the 
House of Commons. Lord Eldon, on this occasion, feelingly 
Avrotc to his daughter. Lady Frances : — “ Oiir own connjtry 
and Europe have suffered a loss, in iny opinion quite irnpa- 

* 7 Iluii-saril, 1141. 11981 137;'.. J153. M3J. t 
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ruble, I had a great affection for him, and he deserved it 
from me, for to me he showed an uniform kindness, of which 
no other colleague’s conduct furnished an example. I learn, 
upon the best autJiorlty, that, for two or three days, he was 
perfectly insane ; and the medical men attribute that fact to 
the operation upon his head of the unceasing attention to 
business, which the last harassing session to him called for.” 

He again wrote on the day of the funeral: — This morn- 
ing I liavc been much affected by attending Lord London- 
derry to his grave. The concourse of people between St. 
•James’s Square and the Abbey was very great, the great bulk 
of them behaving decorously, some behaving otherwise ; but 
I protest I am almost sorry to have lived till I have seen, in 
England, a collection of persons so brufaliscd, as, upon the 
taking the coffin at the Abbey door out of the hearse, to have 
received it with cheering for joy that L. was no more.” 

The remodelling of the Administration now caused him 
groat jicrplcxity. lie deeply regretted that i\Ir, Canning, 
who had accepted the office of ( Joveriior (lencral of India, 
and was pre}Kiring for his departure, had not actually set sail, 
although he did not think that there could be any very serious 
danger from a man who was not cmly looked upon with great 
suspicion by the ultra-higli-church party, but who was sup- 
posed, from his intimacy with (^iiceu Caroline, to be per- 
sonally obnoxious to the King. Hitherto, upon such emer- 
gencies, Lord Eldon had shown peculiar skill in bringing 
about an arrangement according to his own wishes, and still 
he was in good hopes that he should be able to strengthen 
the Protestant interest. 

The first check he received was a letter from George IV., 
who, after laincntiiig Tiord Castlcrcagh’s death, thus admo- 
nislied him : ‘‘ ^ly great ol>ject, my good friend, in writing 
to you to-night, is to tell you that I have written to Liver- 
pool, and 1 do implore of you not to leiid yourself to any 
arrangement whatever^ until my return to town. This, in- 
deed, is Lord Liverpool’s own proposal ; and as you may 
suppose, I have joined most cordially In the proposition. It 
will require the most prudent forcsiyht^\ my part relative to the 
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new arrangements that must now necessarily take place. You 
may judge of the state of my mind.” * 

In consequence, deeming himself bound by his allegiance, 
under such a strict injunction, to obey — he actually did 
abstain from political conversation and correspondence till 
the King’s return. Although his sittings in the Court of 
Chancery had closed, he continued in London to await the 
event, — trying to workup some judgments which were in 
arrear, but thinking more who was to be leader of the 
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dering thought towards his own accarUy, .Daring tins in- 
terval he wrote a letter to a lady of his aeqaaintanee, who 
expected a visit from him in the country: ‘‘ The busy world 
having nothing better to think about, has employed itself 
lately in informing me and others what arc likely to be my 
political movements, and my corporeal movements; and ns to 
both, that busy world has suggested much tliat I am yet a 
stranger to. I wish to go to Kncoinhc. I have had no 
thought of going to .Eldon. I neither know, nor even* heard, 
one syllabic about politieiil movements. I have s[)oken to 
nobody upon the subject, nor is it my Intention to say one 
Avord about them to any body, unless lay royal master forces 
a word out of my nioulli, when he comes. J {*anju>t quit this 
place till he does come ; and when he and Sir \ViIIiam Curtis 
arc to cease exhibiting in the full Highland garb, I cannot be 
sure.” t 

The King liaving returned from liis northern ni(;lro]»olis, 
the Chancellor was about to [)r(.*ss iipcjii him the promo- 
tion, to the vacant Icadershij) of the House of Comiaous, 
of Mr* Peel, who had w on high tlistinctioii in the late debate 
upon the Catholic Deers, — wdicn, to his unspeakable cha- 
grin, he found that I^ord I/iverpool had not only himself 


In s|)i!(.* of 

Uic* wishes 
of liord 
Eltlon, Afr. 
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In? leJuler of 
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• 15th August, 1829, dated fr<im I.,cilh Hoads. 

f 28tli August, 1822 — To the TuotluT of the Reverend C. Stuart, of Sun- 
ning Dale, Herks, from whom I liave received the original. — In tin? last scntenct? 
Lord Eldon alludes to the King having assunu^^ the Stewart tartan at 'jdin- 
burgh, and having been imitated by Sir William Curtis, the tat Alderman of 
^ondon, who accompanied him, — to the great amusement of the public, and 
benefit of the caricaturists. 
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resolved to prefer Mr. Canning, feut had succeeded in over- 
coming the dislike to him in the royal bosom, by represent- 
ations that this was the only arrangement effectually to 
exclude the Whigs, and by an assurance that Catholic eman- 
cipation, though left an open question, should be resolutely 
opposed. 

The unhappy Chancellor’s mortifications did not here end ; 
for, without having been once consulted upon the subject, he 
read in a ncfVvspapcr that there was to be another addition 
to the Cabinet, — if possible, more disagreeable to him. He 
thereupon, in a towering fit of indignation, wrote to Lord 
Stowcll : — 

“ Di:ar Bkotiiku, 

“ The ‘ Courier’ of last niglit announces Mr. ITuskisson’s intro- 
duction into tlic Ciihiiiet — of tlic intention or tlic fact I have no 
other communication. WJiether Lord Sidmouth has or not, I 
don’t know ; but really this is rather too niu(;h. Looking at the 
whole history of this gentleman, I don’t consider tliis introduetiom 
without a word said about tlnj intention, as I should perliaps have 
done with resp(?ct to some persons tliat liavc been or miglit be 
brought into Cabinet, — hut turning 'out one man and introducing 
another in the way all this is <loiie, is telling the Chancellor that 
he should not give them tlie trouble of disposing of liim, but should 
(not treated as a Chancellor) cease to be a Chancellor. What 
makes it worse is, that the great man of all has a hundred times 
most solemnly declared, that no connections of a certain person’s 
should conic in. There is no believing one word any body says — 
and what makes the matter still worse is, that every body ac- 
(piicsces most quietly, and waits in all humility and patience till 
their own turn comes. 

“ I have written to Liverpool (before this news came, and. there- 
fore not on the ground of this fact,) that I liave no wish to remain 
Chancellor ; and, to say the truth, I think those who do remain, 
and especially that officer, stand a very good chance of being dis- 
graced.” 

One would have thought that this was rather a favourable 
opj^ortmiity for his r^iring to that repose for which he had • 
been long panting. In a letter written to bis brother before 
the storm arose, he had said, in the most unqualified terms, 
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As Chancellor, I will not meet another session of Parlia- 
ment.” We have no direct information, and it would be 
wrong to conjecture with any confidence, respecting the 
means used to shake his resolution. We are bound to believe 
that, if he had only consulted his own inclination, he would 
instantly have resigned ; but that ho was persuaded, — for 
the good of his country, — to pocket the affront, and to con- 
sent to sit in the Cabinet, — with Canning on his right hand, 
and iluskisson on liis left ! 
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CHAPTER CCVI. 

C0NTINUA.T10X OF TITK I.IFE OF LOllO ELDON TILL THE COMMENCE- 
MENT OF niOCEEDlNGS AGAINST THE CATHOLIC ASSOCIATION. 

Although Lord Eklou sacrificed no public jirinciple by 
reniaiHin«T Cbanccllor, and it was still well understood that 
the Government was to be aiiti-('atliolic, I cannot help think- 
ing that it would have been more for his dignity if he had 
now resigned. lie had not only been thwarted, but slighted, 
in these late arrangements, — and he might have seen that 
his intlncnco was gone. 

Accordingly, altliough Catholic cmancii)at.ion continued to 
be steadily oj)[)osed till the year 1829, —from this a^ra there 
was, in other resp(‘cts, a marked alteration in the internal 
])olicy of the country. AVc have no more suspensions of the 
Ilaheas Corpus; — the Six Acts ” were allowed to expire or 
fall into desuetnde ; — soon after b(\gan the Attorney General- 
ship of Sir John (Copley, during which, while jdenty of libels 
were published, not one single criminal information was filed; 
— and altliough not much was yet done to reform the law, 
the horror of correcting ancient abuses was sensibly declining, 
so that men could descry the dawning of a better day. Lord 
Eldon’s colleagues continued to treat him Avitli perfect cour- 
tesy; and, respecting bis character and valuing the credit 
which his name brought to tlicni, notwithstanding motions 
about his delays in Chancery, and sarcasms upon his ante- 
diluvian theories of government, — they were desirous of hu- 
mouring liiin as far as they decently could ; — hut henceforth 
the dread of shocking his prejudices was considerably di- 
minished, — and, very little consulted in politics, he was left 
almost entirely to the task of trying to work offliis Chancery 


* Olio who had a noar viow of ivhat was pioing on, althoiigli nut a moinbcr 

of the Cabinet, writes to me: — ** I was struck with the indications of great 
want of cordial good-will to Lord K. on tlie part of his brother Ministers.*' 
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It is pleasing to observe that the improved spirit of the 
age made some impression even upon /«'/«, and that, if he still 
resisted all mitigation of the letter of the criminal law, he 
was much softened wdth respect to tlic manner in which it 
ought to be enforced, — showing liimself in advance at least 
of one man in the kingdom. Being asked to look over the 
cases of capital convictions at the Old' Bailey before they 
were submitted formally to the King, he wrote to ]\Ir. Se- 
cretary Peel: think, from tlie Bccordors commnnicalion 

to me, he is much more bloody-minded than I am, after three 
times reading all the cases .... Times are gone l)y Avlien 
so many persons can be executed at once, as were so dealt 
with twenty years ago.” * 

1 am likewise grateful to liim for the good advice which he 
gave when consulted about oikj of tin; excellent judicial 
appointments in Scotland, wbicb di>tingiiished tlie Secrel.'iry- 
ship of Air. Peel: — “For aiiglit I know, the individual 
named may l)e a very fit t)ers(»u at a. pca’iod when, I beru'vi; 
I am justified fully in saying, nothing can be of more eon- 
seqiicnce to the lieges of Hcfotland than sel(‘eting for the 
Bench the ablest man at the Bar, let liis politics be wliat 
they may, if he docs not act uj)oii tlieiii in tlie seat of judi- 
cature. 1\) the credit of the Kiiglish Bar, when you giv(^ 
the ermine to an ojipositioii lawyer, you never make? an oj)po- 
sitloii judge : but whether this would also be tlie ease, if you 
make a Scotch o])])ositioii lawyer a judge is wliat I can’t 
answ^er for. I am sure much mischief has been <]one in 
Scotland by their old system oi* party and particular families 
filling the Bench. To do Lord Melville justice, iii Ids time 
there have been some very fit a[)j)oiiitniciits of huvyers t<j flic 
Bench, not altogether addicted to Administration, but acting 
on the Bench ably and impartially.” j 

The session of 1823 passed off very quietly, the clucf 
measure brought forward having for its object to facilitate 
the hea^ng of appeals in the House of Lords. Ijoi*d Liver- 
• pool stated, that since 1813, when tlie plan of the Cliancelj^w 
sitting to hear appeals three days in the w eek w'as estaldislicd, 

* Nov. IS2J. Peel 3IS.S. f Peel MSS. 
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the number of new appeals entered much exceeded the number 
of old ones decided, and that it would take several years of 
continual sitting to hear those from Scotland alone. — The 
subject was referred to a Select Committee, who in their 
Report recommended that the House should sit on appeals 
five days every week during the session, and that to enable 
the Chancellor to attend in his own Court, a Deputy Speaker 
should be appointed in the House of Lords. 

When resolutions to this effect were moved, Lord Eldon took 
the opportunity to vindicate his own judicial conduct, whicli 
had been much questioned on the score of doubts and delay 
to repel the indecent attacks wlilch had long ))ccn yearly miule 
upon him in the House of Commons. He said that, “ when 
they were deciding causes in the last resort, and their de- 
cisions were to give the law to other Courts, they could not 
be too cautious. The time was fast api)roaclung when his 
natural life must tertninatc ; and for his judicial life, it had 
already been too long; but when the termination of his 
natural life did arrive, that d(igrcc of caution, which was 
called doubt and hesitation^ would be Ins greatest comfort; 
because, by means of that caution, he had reversed decrees, 
and prevented the injustice of A keeping j)osscssion of pro- 
perty Avhlcli of right belonged to 1>. If tlieir Lordships would 
compare his conduct during the twenty years which he had sat 
on the judicial bench, witli the conduct of any of liis illustrious 
predecessors — and he did not fear the comparison, on the 
contrary, he invited it — he was sure that the comparison 
would not turn out to his discredit. On that account he 
could not l)ut feel indignation, when he was informed of the 
laiigiiagc in whieli his conduct had been arraigned in anotlier 
place, by those w'ho ought to have known better. It had 
been publicly asserted, that appeals in the House of Lords 
were nothing more than appeals from tlie Lord Chancellor in 
one i)lucc, to the T-iOrd Chancellor in another. lie should 
like to know wdiethcr the persons who dealt in such sSsertions 
were aAvare tliat tlicrc were many appeals to their Lordships 
from the Chancery in eases which had never been heard at 
all by the Lord Chancellor, but which had been decided by 
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the Master of the Rolls^ or the Vice Chancellor? He would chap. 
undertake to say, that not one of the distinguished characters 
who had sat before him upon their Lordships’ woolsack Inid a. d. 1823. 
shown the slightest reluctance to reverse his judgment when 
it was shown to be incorrect ; and he would fearlessly ask, 
whether he himself had ever exhibited any unwillingness to 
reconsider before their Lordships any of the decisions to 
which he might have previously come in another place ? He 
could say most conscicutioiisly that he never had; and for 
that very reason, the insinuations which had been thrown 
out against his judicial conduct were as cruel and vexatious 
as they were unfounded and unjust. lie had never upon any 
occasion declined, — on the contrary, he had made it his con- 
tinual practice, to state at length tlic various grounds upon 
which he rested his decisions, in order that the Bar might be 
enabled to declare to their clients whether those decisions 


were correct or not. And he defied any man to point out a 
single case where the correctness of them had been doubtiMl, 
in which he had not expressed his gratitude to the party who 
suggested the doubt. 11‘ persons acipialnted with tlui }>rac- 
tice of his Court had made upon his conduct the observations 
which had been made upon it l)y those who were totally un- 
acquainted with it, he should indeed Iiave felt them acutely ; 
but he was happy to say, that those observations did not 
proceed from those who had tlie best opportunif ies of marking 
his conduct. TJicy canu; from those who knew little or 
nothing of the subject, who had scarcely evia* ])nt a foot into 
his Court, and who were not, therefore, particularly well 
qualified to judge of its j)roceedlngs. lie would add, that, 
upon fliat very aecount, they were bound, in common hojiesty, 
to abstain from throwing out random insinuations, which 
were calculated to hurt, in the opinion of the King’s subjects, 
an individual, who, if he was not a great judge — and he did 
not venture to call himself a great judge — at least filled a 
great Jjgjj^icial situation.^’ 

The resolution passed, and Lord Gifford was appointed 
Deputy -Speaker. With a view of simplifying and improT'iig 
the forms of procedure in the Court of Session in Scotland, 

VOL. VII. D D 
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and thereby to lessen the number of appeals, a Bill was in- 
troduced for the appointment of commissioners to examine 
the matter. AVhen this Bill came to be debated in the 
Commons, Mr. Brougham replied with great freedom to the 
Chancellor’s late speech in the House of Lords: — ^^This 
bill, he said, had been carried through the other House with 
the support of a noble and learned lord, who would have 
done well to consider whether its principles might not be 
applied to the administration of justice in another part of the 
United Kingdom; for he believed the forms of process in 
Scotland were not more prolix or objectionable tlian those of 
the English Court of Chancery. When the noble and 
learned lord at the head of that Court did, in the other 
House, in carrying the resolutions on the appellate juris- 
diction, evince a great anxiety to facilitate the proceedings of 
Scotch law, he ought not to have forgotten that the process 
of the Court over which he himself presided was as lit an 
object for iiifiuiry as that to which those resolutions referred. 
But, perhaps the noble and learned lord would not agree 
with him, that inquiry, like cliarity, ought to begin at home. 
Yet he ouglit surely to have kept in view the Christian 
maxim ; and before he proceeded to remove the mote out of 
the eyes of our Scotch bretlircn, he vsliould have taken the 
beam out of liis own. Why liad not tlie Attorney General 
and the great ornaments of the Court of Chancery been 
called upon to state their ideas of its abuses and of the re- 
medies? In looking over the report which he had men- 
tioned, it was curious to observe how summarily it disposed 
of a matter of grave dispute, which elsewhere was still vexata 
quesstio. It declared, unreservedly, that it was impossible for 
the Lord Chancellor to discharge all his duties in the House 
of Lords and in the Court of Chancery. Such had not been 
the opinion of Sir S. Romilly. In 1813, Sir S. Roinilly 
had not thought that a Vice Chancellor was necessary, but a 
new Chancellor : he had admitted the great legal t)||||^nts of 
Lord Eldon, but denied his fitness for the oflSce he filled : he 
had complained that Lord Eldon did not confine llimself to 
his judicial duties, but that his ministerial duties cros^d ax^d 
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jostled them on the way, and interfered with their progress: CHAP, 
he had objected that Lord Eldon was required to be not only 
in his own Court but in the Cabinet, in the Privy Council, a.d. isas. 
and in the King’s closet ; in short, that his other avocations 
took up so much of his time, that Lord Eldon could not 
devote his high talents and his unequalled learning to the 
cases of suitors in Equity. He (Mr. B.) joined in these 
sentiments most heartily. He wished to speak with all due 
respect of the incorruptible integrity of the learned lord in 
the discharge of ordinary judicial business. A man who 
stood exposed to the eyes of all the Avorld could not well be 
guilty of any acts of corruj)tion ; but the appointments made 
by him to judicial offices formed quite ti different (lucstion. 

There the politician interfered, and it was the opinion of all 
Westminster Hall that Lord ICldon carried the politician too 
much Into Court, in disjioslng of the patronage attached to 
his station. Let it be remembered, also, that he had taken 
upon himself another office, namely, that of Prime Minister.” 

As to Lord Liverpool being Ih’imc Minister,” (continued 
the learned gentleman, not aware of the .ascendency Lord 
Liverpool had lately acquired, and of Lord Eldon’s de- 
clension,) “he is no more Prime JMinister tlian i am. I 
reckon Lord Liverjiool a sort of member of Opposition; 
and, after what has recently passed, I sliould designate 
him as ^ a noble lord in another place, with whom I have 
the honour to act.’ '[A hruf/h,^ Lord Liverj)ool may liavc 
collateral influence, but Lord Eldon has all the direct influence 
of the Prime Minister. He is Prime Minister to all intents 
and purposes, and he stands’ alone in the full exercise of all 
the influence of that high situation. Lord Liverpool has 
carried measures against the Lord Chancellor. So have I ; 
therefore 1 say that we act togctlicr. If Lord Ijivcrpool 
carried the Marriage Act, I carried the Education Bill ; and 
if Lord Liverpool succeeded against Lord Eldon in some 
points fti the Queen’s trial, 1 say that I totally defeated him 
on: that odious Bill of Pains and Penalties. I might just as ^ 
well cair myself Prime Minister as Lord Liverpool. He has 
no more claim to the distinction than 1 have. He acts with . 
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me, and I with him ; and I call him ‘ my noble coadjutor,’ and 
I trust we shall enjoy a long course of co-operation. I am 
sincerely glad of it; and, long as I have sat and fought on 
this side of the House, I never welcomed a recruit to our 
body with greater satisfaction. With such powerful assist- 
ance, I should not wonder if we were to make head against 
our opponents, and in tilnc turn out the Minister.” 

While the Chancellor was thus thought by others to be 
Prime Minister or Dictator, he was himself labouring under 
the consciousness of diminished influence, and was actually 
afraid of being ejected from the Cabinet. He particularly 
dreaded the rising consequence of Canning. The following 
letter from him to Lord Stowell shows that this affectionate 
brother had been trying to soothe his uneasiness, and had 
quoted to him the advice, Tu no cede mails, sed contra 
audentior ito,” — but that a masterly stroke (as he conceived 
it) of his chief enemy, had almost driven him into despair: 
‘‘The appointment of Lord Prancis Conynghain in the Fo- 
reign Office has, by female influence, put Canning beyond 
the reach of any thing to afl’ee-t him, and will assuredly enable 
him to turn those out whom he does not wish to remain in. 
The King is In such thraldom that one has nobody to fall 
back uj)on. 11ic person that has got * * * after having 
in conversations, I believe, uttered nothing that was kind 
about Canning, was one of his voters for his cabinet office. 
The devil of it is, there is no consistency in any body. Again, 
upon ^ lie cede inalis,’ it is better to go out than to be turned 
out! ! which will assuredly be the case. God bless you!” 

It should be stated, however, to Lord Eldon’s credit, that, 
eager as he had ever been for carrying on the late war 
till Napoleon was laid low, he now entirely approved of 
Mr. Canning’s pacific policy upon the foolish invasioiji of 
Spain by a French army, about the present time. When this 
measure was threatened, and many exclaimed that England 
should send an opposing army to the Peninsula, th^ worthy 
old peer thus sensibly addressed his grandson : — ** I have • 
n^hing new to tell you. France and Spain are so foolish as 
to go to war with each other, and probably they may both 
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sorely repent it before it concludes. I hope old England will 
have the good sense to know the value of peace and quiet, 
and not suffer its repose to be disturbed. Dr. Johnson, in a 
pamphlet written many years ago, says, that men forget the 
actual miseries of war — the expenditure of blood and trea- 
sure — and delude themselves by supposing that it consists 
wholly in a ^proclamation, a battle, a victory, and a triuinpli.’ 
Of the soldiers’ widows and the soldiers’ or[)hans, after the 
fathers and husbands have fallen in the field of battle, the 
survivors think not.” * 

When Parliament met in the beginning of February, 1824, 
there seemed to be a dangiiroiis storm rising against the Lord 
Chancellor. With little blame personally imj)utablo to him, 
beyond not providing a legislative remedy for the evils daily 
before his eyes, — the state of business in the Court of Chan- 
cery was still most deplorable, and there really was a denial of 
justice to the suitors there. This grievance afibrded a plau- 
sible ground of attack to the ])olitical opponents of tlie (lo- 
vernment, who were particularly pleased with an opportunity 
of wounding the man who had so zealously and so successfully 
th>vartcd all their clforts to return to ])ower. '^Fhe effect 
of the annual motion against him in the House of (•ommons 
liad been consideral)ly inq)aircd by tlie ridicule Jittached to 
the character of the mover, Mr. Michael Angelo Taylor, who 
was known by the snubriqnet of “ Chicken Taylor,” and of 
whose pomposity many laughable stories weri^ familiar to his 
hearers, f But a noti(,*e of moving for a committee to inquire 
into the delays of the Court of Chancery was now given by 

» March 31. 1823. 

t On some point of law wliicli arose in the House of (\)ininons, Mr. 'Jaylor 
had answered the great lawyer, llearcroft, hut not without an apology, that 
he himself, who was then hut a young practitioner, and, as he might phrase 
it, a chichen in the /««•, should venture on a fight with the cock of U’csf minster 
llall ! 1’* He then acquired, and he never lost, the name of “ Chicken 'laylor.” 
Although very short in stature, he was of athletic proportions, and Cui d Ellen- 
borough said that fiis father, who was a great artist, had produced 1 
pocket Jlei'cules.” — But he was more celebrated as an Amphytrion, id 1 
testify that he gave the best dinners of any man in I.uiidon. One of these ' 

•the ruin of a great motion for Pdrliamentary Reform; for while tt:«.‘ leadijm^.. 
patriots were partaking of it, the House of Cornniuns was counted oat. 'jTie 
occurrence gave rise to a very scurrilous, but very witty song in John Bull, 
written by 8ir Alexander Boswell, afterwards killed in a duel for a similar 
production. 
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Mr. John Williams*, a lawyer of great eminence on the 
Northern circuit, who had distinguished himself as one of the 
counsel for Queen Caroline, and as author of several excellent 
articles in the Edinburgh Keview, on the eloquence of De- 
mosthenes. 

Lord Eldon did not like to intrust his defence against this 
formidable antagonist to Mr. Canning, the leader of the 
House of Commons, bqt applied to one whose sentiments he 
considered more congenial to his own, and whose rise he had 
patronised. In a letter to Mr. Secretary Peel, after observa- 
tions respecting the llccorder’s report, he said, “ I hope you 
will be so good as take some care of the Court of Chancery 
in the House of Commons. It is not possible to go on in my 
office, the object of constant attack, — which will never cease 
till the present Chancellor is removed. It is a nuisance, 
therefore, to the Administration.” f 

Forthwith he received the following kind answer ; — 


“ February 10th, 1824. 


“My dkar CiUNCKLLon, 

“I shall bo most happy to confer with yon on the motions 
respecting the Conrt of Chanci'iy. 

“Every consideration, arising out of my sincere esteem for you, 
and iny knowledge of the motives of those who attack you, would 
induce me zealously, at least, to eo-operatc with more able and 
competent defenders in resisting tliese attacks. 

“ Depend upon it, my dear Chancellor, they can make no im- 
pression. Men ask themselves, who is the ablest and the honestest 
man who ever presided in the Court of Chancery, and the decisive 
answer to that question, if it does not silence malignity and poli- 
tical hostility, at least disarms tfieni of the power to rob you 
of your hardly-earned and justly-acquired honours. 

“ Believe me, 

“ With sincere attachment and regard, 

“ Most faithfully yours, 

“lloBERT Peel.” 


On the day before the motion was to be made, a long con- 
sultation was held on behalf of the Chancellor, — as we know* 


* Afterwards a Judge of the Court of King’s Beneh. 
t 10th Feb. 1834. Peel JMSS. 
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from the following good-humoured note to his daughter, 
showing that his equanimity was undisturbed, and exciting 
an interest in his favour : — 

“ Monday (February 23rd, 1824). 

Sir Thomas Lawrence has had two hours of my company, and 
Mr. Peel and four lawyers two more ; the former, to make my fa(?c 
look as well on canvass as might Imv, the latter, to be enabled 
to make me look as wpU as miglit be in the debate on Chancery 
to morrow niglit, whicli will be carried on with great acrimony 
on one side, and, I think, with much zeal on the other.” 

Mr. Williams certainly did lead on a merciless onslaught, 
but was defeated by the dexterity of Mr. Peel, wlio, aWeetiiig 
a convenient ignorance of details, — ^‘only to be understood 
by a professional lawyer,” — dwelt upon tlic profound learn- 
ing, unsullied integrity, and earnest desire to do justice, 
wliich distinguished tliis venerable magistrate, — and inti- 
mated that, for the jiiirpose of thoroughly investigating the 
subject, a commission was forthwith to be issued by the 
Crown, upon which some Cliariccry practitioners not in l\ir- 
liamcnt might be placed, and wliich would be much better 
qualified to sift the evils of the present system, a,nd to 
suggest the proper remedies, than a committee of the I louse 
of Commons. After sjieeclics from JNIr. Abereromby and 
Mr. Brougham, admitting tlic ] personal good qualities of the 
Chancellor, but pointing out the enormous gj'ievances which 
had accumulated under liiin, — by their advice Mr, Williams 
withdrew liis inotion, in the hope that some g<>od would arise 
out of the promised commission. * 

Next morning, Avliile not’ yet quite correctly informed of 
what had passed, the Chancellor wrote to lus daughter ; — 

“Wednesday (Febni.iry 182*1), 

“Mr. Williams made his attack last night, as savage as the Dcy 
of Algiers, with whom w’c are gone to w^ar. IIi; told a great 
many * * * * which dissatisfied attorneys liad thrown into liis 
mouth, and a great many things whicli neither T, nor any person 
interested about me, ever heard of before, — mentioning, however, 
some things whicli, in tlic lazy moments of twenty-two 
appeared like (and, perhaps, really constituted) negligence on iny 
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CHAP. - part, which, however, could not much afiect or sully the tenour 
and character of a long industrious life. He then abused all the 
A.D. 1824. Masters of the Court, and, indeed, every body belonging to the 
Court ; and then moved for a committee to inquire into the mis- 
deeds and misdoings of all of us. 

“ In J une last, I had communicated to the House of Lords my 
purpose of having — not a Committee of Inquiry and Vengeance, 
but — a commission to inquire whether any and what improve- 
ments could be made for the future in the practice of the Court 
of Chancery, or any part of it, and whether the Chancellor could 
be relieved of any part of his business, by sending such parts 
to other Courts. At my instance, therefore, Mr. Peel, in a most 
admirable speech, moved for such a commission, as a great merit 
on my part in aiming at improvement, instead of tliis Committee 
of Vengeance; and this threw Mr. Williams, &c. upon their backs, 
and they did not venture to divide. So for the present this storm 
is over, and matters will be tolerable till the next begins to rageJ' 

On a subsequent day* ho wrote to her : I have reason 

to think that the debate in the Corninons has done me much 
good. Peels speech was, I understand, most eloquent, and 
towai’ds me, expressive of regard amounting to affection : — 
Lord Stowell caiiic out of the House of Commons in tears, — 
he >vas so affected by it. The speech did much good, — by 
informing tlic House that the Chancellor's income was liardly 
more than a third of what nine-tenths of the members thought 
it was — by informing tliem how rniicli I had paid out of my 
own pocket to save the public. The newspapers, too, had 
charged me with hearing lunatic and bankrupt petitions 
rather than other matters, in order to get money. He let 
the House of Commons know that I had, for twenty-two 
years, administered all matters in lunacy without receiving 
one farthing ; and as to petitions in bankruptcy, 125, 6rf. 
was all that was paid for a petition, which sometimes occupied 
four, five, six, seven, eight, or even ten days.t short, he 

• Tluirsday, 26th Eebrunry, from tlie bench. 

f This is an amusing instance of “dressing up a case for the House of Com- 
..jimas." I most potently believe that the charge against I.ord Eldon, of pre- 
ferring to dispose of bankruptcy business because it was more profitable, was a 
calumny ; but this business undoubtedly was very profitable to him. Although 
his fee on the ** petition'’ was only 12s. 6d., his fees upon the mass of ‘’afii- 
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set me up, in the public opinion, against what I hold in utter 
detestation, being influenced by sordid motives and feelings ; 
and so do I detest such meanness, that being spt right in this 
view of my character will render me happier thaal have been 
as long as I live.” * * * « Saturday 28. Peel tells me that 
the people he lives with most arc quite astonislicd to find the 
Chancellor’s income so very far short of what they had 
always believed it to be ; and he will have it, that the late 
House of Commons business has been a most fortunate thing 
for ?/()ur fatlier. IIow that may be I cannot be sure ; but I 
am sure that he could not have taken more pains about it if 
I had been his fatlier. I still regret, however, that there 
Avas no division, notwithstanding that belbre they could have 
got to a division there must have been an immense ([uantity 
of foul abuse. There arc thoughts of publisliing, in a small 
pamphlet, contradictions to Williams’s and Abercromby’s mis- 
representations. I was surprised at the language of the latter. 
Upon his father’s fall in Egypt, I sent him a cominissionci’sliip 
of bankrupts, which he keeps to this hour. He might, there- 
fore, have been commonly civil, if not just.” 

The next storm was to rage ” after a very short lull. 
Lord Eldon had been much irritated by having been truly 
told, that, on Mr. Peel’s announcing the intended commission, 
Mr. Abercromby had said their opjK)nents liad capitulated 
at the opening of the campaign,” and it so ha|>pcned that on 
this very Saturday, while he was sitting on the bench in 
Lincoln’s Inn Hall, a newspaper was j)ut into his hand, con- 
taining an inaccurate account of Mr. Abenu’omby’s speech, 
in which the learned gentleman was r(j]>res(;nted U) liavo 
averred that the Chancellor had been in tlic habit of deciding 
appeals and re-Iiearings from Sir John Leach, the Vico 
Chancellor, on fresh evidence.- He thereupon very impru- 
dently and unwarrantably burst out with the following 
invective : With respect to appeals and re-hcariiigs, it is 
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davits ” for and against it might amount to 20/. Then, one would suppose t jiat. 
part of the consideration for whicli he received his mlttry as Chancellor was 
“ administering matters in lunacy ” — a labour he is supposed to have undergone 
gratuitously for twenty-two years ! 
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supposed that I have heard thetn on new evidence^ and thereby 
brought discredit on some part of the Court. It is an 
UTTER FALSEHOOD 1 On re-hcuririgs it is always competent 
to read the jevidence given in the cause^ though it was not read 
in the Court below, either by the counsel or the Judge. 
Further than that the Court docs not go. On appeals it only 
reads what has been read in the Court helow^ and that practice 
I have never departed from in any one instance. Therefore, 
really, before things are so represented, particularly by gen- 
tlemen with gowns on their backs, they should at least take 
care to be accurate, for it is their i)usincss to be so.” 

Mr. Abcrcromby, wlio was known by all present to be 
aimed at, liappened at that moment to be attending the 
Court of Exchequer in Gray’s Inn Hall, but Avas soon in- 
formed by his friends of what had happened in Lincoln’s Inn 
Hall. Thereupon, Avith the firmness, decision, and high 
sense of honour Avhich have ever distinguished him, he in- 
stantly resolved to bring the matter before the House of 
Commons as a breach of privilege, although not unaAvare of 
the injury likely to be done to his own professional prospects 
by such n, fracas with the Lord High Chancellor, — and he 
called on Master Courtenay, now the Earl of Devon, re- 
questing him to communicate tlie intended motion to his 
Lordship, that he might be prcj)ared to meet it by his friends. 
Next day he Avrote the following letter, fully explaining his 
purpose — that it might be shown to the Chancellor : — 

“ New Street, Sunday night. 

“ Mr DEAR Courtenay, 

The interval Avliicli has elapsed since I communicated Avith 
you yesterday at your office, has only tended to confirm my con- 
viction that a due sense of what 1 oAve to myself and to the pro- 
fession to which I belong, impose on me the necessity of complain- 
ing in Parliament of what the Lord Chancellor said on the bench 
ill Lincoln’s Inn Hall on Saturday. I must therefore entreat you 
to have the goodness to mention to llic Lord Chancellor that suck 
is my fixed determination ; and this I do in order that he may 
*> npl v to you or to any other person to report to him faithfully 
what I shall feel it to be my duty to state. I am very happy that 
I applied to you as early as 1 did, because it will enable you to 
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state that the resolution I have taken is the result of the sense I 
have of the injustice that has been done, and of the duty which is 
imposed upon me of vindicating my character from the stain that 
has been attempted to be lixed upon it. 

“ I do assure you, ui)on my honour, that I have not consulted 
any man living upon the fitness or unfitness of defending my own 
reputation, although it is true that I have consulted others as to 
the parliamentary course of proceeding in sucli a case. 

“ I find myself in a situation whicli cannot fail to bo distressing 
to any person who has an interest in his profession, however 
small ; but I think that the principles which ought to govern my 
conduct are plain, and by them I shall be guided. I shall cer- 
tainly feel that 1 must express myself strongly ; but my best de- 
fence for that will be found in the terms tJiut have been aj)plied 
to me- If, in the execution of the commission you have so kindly 
undertaken, you think that it will afford you any facility to show 
or read this letter to tlie Lord Chancellor, you may do so, for 1 
have nothing to conceal, as I think 1 shall bo able to show that 1 
have nothing to fear. 

Yours ever truly, tke., 

‘‘ J. AnicncuoMRY.*’ 

Lord Eldon thought, that to offer any apology then might 
be construed into timidity, and the motion was made. 

Mr. Abcrcromby thus began : — Sir, a sense of tlio duty 
I owe to myself as an individual, a seus<», of tlie duty 
I owe to the House of Commons, as one of its m(‘mbers, and 
a sense of the duty I owe to the profession of which I have 
the honour to he a mcmlicr, concur to imi>ose ujion me tlie 
task of complaining to tills House of one of the most gross 
and uinvarrantahle attacks that was ever made on the freedom 
of debate — made from the scat of public justice, by the Lord 
High Chancellor of Great Ilritain.” After detailing what lie 
himself had actually said in the debate, what Lord Eldon 
had imputed to liiin, and the other fiu^.ts of the case, he thus 
continued ; — “ Lord Eldon says, that with respect to appeals 
and re-hearings, he docs not hear them on new evidence. 
Not appeals from decrees, and further directions, certainly. 
I never said that he did. Quite the contrary. I put thitifi 
in distinct contrast to motions, which I again declare the 
Loixl Chancellor frequently hears on fresh evidence. I think, 
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therefore. Sir, that the House will agree with me, that Lord 
Eldon, at the very moment when he says I have been guilty 
of ‘ an utter falsehood,’ puts into my mouth not only what I 
did not say, but the very reverse of what I did say. lllear, 
hear!'] The noble and learned lord altogether abstains 
from noticing my distinctions, and confounds that which I 
stated on the subject of motions with that which I stated 
on the subject of decrees. Lord Eldon has, therefore, 
falsely put into my mouth what I did not utter ; and has de- 
clared, that in what I felt it to be my duty to state, in my 
place in Parliament, I imposed on the public. These, Sir, 
are the facts. But arc there no aggravations of them ? I 
ask when it was, and where it was, that Lord Eldon uttered 
this foul calumny against me ? Was I present ? Had I any 
notice of the noble and learned lord’s intention? Before 
whom did he utter the calumny ? Before persons whose un- 
favoui*able opinion, if I had no means but what I derive from 
my profession, must effect my entire ruin. hear!] 

In what form did this calumny go forth to the peoj)te of 
England ? In that of a report made by a reporter in a court 
of justice, attending on behalf of the public, who took down 
the Avords as soon as tliey Avere uttered, and sent them to an 
office Avlicre they were j)rintcd before the ink AAntli Avhich they 
Avere Avritten was dry. Such was the place, such Avas the 
occasion, such Averc the means, by which the Lord High 
Chancellor of England sought to vilify an individual, one of 
the humblest members of his OAvn Court. If, Sir, I had 
chanced to be in the Court at the time, Avhat might have 
happened ? I hope, and 1 believe, I should have been able 
to control my feelings. If, hoAvever, I had not done so, it 
would have been in the powder of the noble and learned lord 
to silence me. If I had persisted in addressing him, he might 
have committed me to the Fleet. If the noble and learned 
lord had stopped me, Avoiild it not have been an act of the 
grossest injustice and indecency, after having calumniated a 
member of his own profession, and of his oAvn Court, by doing 
what he could to induce the public to believe that that indi- 
vidual had becii guilty of ^ an utter fasehood,’ to prevent him 
from replying to so monstrous and injurious an accusation? 
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But if Lord Eldon had thought fit — as he could not have ab- CHAP, 
stained from doing without the grossest injustice — to have 
allowed me to have replied upon him, what a spectacle it a. w. 1824. 
would have been, to have seen the Lord Chancellor of Eng- 
land engaged in a controversy with one of the humblest prac- 
titioners in his own Court, respecting words used in the 
House of Commons ! Lord Eldon thought fit to impute to 
me, that I did not use due caution before 1 made those state- 
ments which he attributed to me. In which case was the 
defect of caution most signal? In the case of myself, Sir, 
who was speaking in the presence of honourable and learned 
gentlemen, every way my superiors, especially in the knowledge 
of the practice of the Court of Chancery, who, if I had been 
guilty of any misrepresentation, w'ould have instantly deteided 
and refuted it, to my utter confusion and shame, — or in the 
case of Lord Eldon, who, invested witli all the i)ower, and 
patronage, and authority of the office of Lord Chancellor, 
presumed, on the seat of justice, to take advantage of a false 
represeutatidn of the words of an humble individual, to pro- 
nounce upon him, without impiiry, the sort of censure best 
calculated to destroy his fame, and at a time when no one had 
tlic means of interfering to avert the cftect of tliat most un- 
just censure? [//mr, hear !'] Wc liavc heard a great deal, 

Sir, of the delicacy of Lord Eldon, of his anxious desire of 
justice, of that amiable weakness of mind, too sensitive to the 
fear of possible wrong to others, and too cautious to decide 
lest he should decide erroneously. If this had been a caf«e in 
which the right of private parties had been comx'rned, thci’c 
'would have been, no doubt, argument after argument, affida- 
vit and supplemental affidavit, months and years would have 
passed, and the Uoo sensitive’ mind of Lord Eldon would 
have abstained from settling those claims 'which it is his duty 
to decide on. But what. Sir, was his mode of proceeding, 
when there was an occasion to pronounce from the scat of 
justice an anathema founded on a false statement of facts, to 
destroy the character of an individual whom he supposcjil tfgr 
have censured himself? Then, indeed, to tlie just mind of 
the just Lord Eldon, there seemed no room for caution — no 
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time for inquiry. hearty He at once proceeded to de- 

cide, to pronounce, and to execute his sentence. From whom, 
I should be glad to know, did Lord Eldon receive his in- 
formation? From what legitimate source did he derive it ? 
The Attorney and Solicitor General were present in the 
House : neither of them could liave given the learned lord the 
statement which he dared to attribute to me. My honourable 
and learned friend the member for Exeter (Mr. Courtenay), 
and my honourable and learned friend whom I saw just now in 
the House, the member for Tewkesbury (Mr. Dowdeswell), 
were also present during my speeeh ; and if the Lord Chaneel- 
lor had chosen to resort to them for information as to what had 
passed in these walls, lie would have learned how unlike what 
I uttered was that which he attributed tome, [//c^ur, A<?ar/] 
But now. Sir, let me ask, wliat authority, what right has 
the Lord Chancellor of England, or any other Judge, to 
undertake to comment, on the judgment-seat, on the debates 
of this House ? Where does Lord Eldon, who is so cautious, 
find a ])reccdent for this ? How can he say he is not guilty 
of a gross breach of the privileges of this House ? It is not a 
formal, but a substantial breach of privilege, — a direct attack 
on the security and freedom of debate, which is the only 
legitimate object of privilege. What is the situation of any 
member of this House, if the Lord Chancellor, or Lord 
Chief Justice of the King’s Bench, may presume to put false 
statements into his mouth, and send him forth a disgraced, 
and, as far as the authority of the judgment-seat can go, a 
ruined individual ? By what tenure shall we then hold the 
freedom of debate, but at the will and caprice of any Lord 
Chancellor, and any Chief Justice? If this condition be 
intolerable to all the members of the House, how much more 
fatal must it be to those members who also belong to the 
profession of the law, if they arc subject, for what they say 
in this House, to be denounced by the Lord Chancellor from 
the bench — if any of the Judges, when any thing is uttered 
in the House which touches their feelings, are to denounce in ^ 
Court where ho practises a man who exists only by his 
honest exertions in his profession, and to destroy, in a mo- 
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mcnt^ by a false statement, his character, not only as a pro- 
fessional man, but as a gentleman and a man of honour ? 

hear If the House do not protect its members from 
this tyranny and despotism (for what can be greater tyranny 
and despotism I cannot conceive), — nay, if it do not secure 
itself against all control of this kind, — if Lord Eldon be 
allowed to extinguish any member of this House, by uttering 
things of him from the judgment-seat, — of what avail is the 
freedom of debate — particularly to any man who shall at 
once be a member of the House and of the i)rofession of the 
law ? If the House shall think the facts that I have stated 
to be clearly proved (and I will adduce evidence to put them 
out of doubt), it must be incumbent on it to take decided 
and vigorous steps to secure its oavu privileges, to vindicate 
the freedom of debate, and to [)ut on a secure footing the 
independence, the spirit, and the usefulness of Parliament. 

If, on the other hand, the House pass by this gross violation 
of its privileges without interfering, how, I ask, can we 
expect that there shall remain any vestige of indepcjidencc, 
public spirit, or usefulness in this House? If my apj)cal be 
neglected, what wrong can be oflered to a member of this 
House against which lie can think tliere is any hope in calling 
on the House for protection? The result will be to lay the 
liar of England prostrate at the feet of ljoi*d Eldon. The 
conduct of Lord Eldon, which I shall substantiate, is a g]*oss 
attack on the freedom of debate ; l*or if 1 had uttered a thou- 
sand falsehoods in this House, the Jjord ( -hancellor lias no 
right to animadvert on them on the judgment-seat. It is on 
this ground that 1 offer the conduct of the Lord Chancellor 
to the notice of the House ; and if the I louse be prepared to 
pass it by, lot it say distinctly that there shall be no longer 
fre^om of debate.” 

The feelings of all present were much roused by this Mr. Can- 
appeal^ and party was nearly forgotten in the general excite- 
ment — so that Mr. Canning had a difficult task to perform 
• when he rose to put a negative on the motion 
skilfully explained, and mitigated, and soothed, witnout at all 
compromising the honour or dignity of the party accused : 


lint he ver^,j,"t!iSr» 
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CHAP. << We have not here,” he said, a great ofiicer of the Crown 
* attempting to intimidate a member of the House of Commons 
A. D. 1824. — but an individual, feeling, perhaps too sensibly, for his 
character, after a public life of great, and spotless, and irre- 
proachable merit, and of whom it may be said that he wears 
Jiis heart upon his sleeve ^ for daws to peck at,’ and dreads 
too much every trifling attack, as striking at the vitals of his 
reputation. It is a fault to be so sensitive — it is a fault in a 
jniblic man — but it will be hard on public men that it should 
be so severely visited as the honourable and learned gentle- 
man proposes ; for I am sure that the course he points out 
can lead us to little less than an accusation of the most serious 
kind. I certainly wish that a different course had been taken 
by the noble and learned lord, and that in the time that 
elapsed between the debate in this House and the end of the 
week he had recurred to other testimony, which might have 
set him right as to the woi*ds actually uttered by the honour- 
able and learned gentleman. [^IJear ! hear ! from the Opposi- 
tion.] lluit it is to be regretted that the noble and learned 
lord neglected this precaution, I admit ; but that he could 
treasure up the mis-statement to take an opportunity of 
wreaking his vengeance on an individual, is what no man 
Avould believe of another, and what any one who knows the 
character of the noble and learned lord will not dream of 
attributing to him.” 

.Lord El- The motion was finally rtyected by a majority of 151 to 
ferings”** 1 ^ 2 .* Lord Eldon’s sufferings on that memorable night 
formed a sufficient atonement for his precipitation. During 
an eager and protracted debate he was seen hovering about 
the lobbies in a state of the most anxious suspense. On the 
explanation of Mr. Aliercromby, however, and the failure of 
his motion, the Chancellor resumed his wonted equanimity 
and good humour, the sudden departure from which had 
startled the public like a flash of sheet-lightning on a calm 
summer’s day.” f — I ain happy in being able to lay before the 

• Pari. Deb. vol. x. 571. 

f 2 Townsend's Twelve Judges, 440. The feeling of the usual supporters 
Government seems to have been strong against the Chancellor on this occa- 
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public for the first time a letter which he wrot^ to Mr. Aber- 
cromby next morning, and which redounds highly to his 
honour : — 

Tuesday morning. 

“ My deau Sir, 

“ When Mr. Courtenay comniiinicated to me the substance of 
your letter to him, I expressed then what I wish to state to you 
now. 1 could not authorise him to represent at that time what I 
did then so express, because I thou«^ht it did not become me to 
prevent that step being taken, which T understood it to be your 
purpose to adopt. At present, T sluill relieve my own feelings by 
assuring you that 1 have too long known the respect which is 
justly due to you, to forbear representing that 1 regret that, among 
the words which fell from me, I should have used an expnjssion, 
which, if applied to you, 1 ought to retract, as inconsistent with all 
the feelings towards you with which 1 am, Dear Sir, 

“ Yours truly, 

“ Km>on.” 
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The following is iVIr. Abercrojiiby’s answer : 

“ N'cw Street, 'I'uesday evening. 

“ My Lord, 

“T hasten to acknowledge; the receipt of your letter, which 1 Mr. Ahcr- 
found on returning home this afternoon. J appreciate, as I (night, 
the motives which induced you to delay writing to me until this 
morning ; 1 rain dtu-ive nothing but pleasure and satisfaction from 
the sentiineiits you have been [)leas(.;d to (express, and I assure you 
that my personal feidlngs sliall always remain as nntaint(Ml by any 
recolhiction of the words to which yon alliid<.‘, as if th(.;y Iiail never 
been used. J have the. honour to lx;, 

My Lord, 

‘‘ Your m’ost (d)edieiit and faithful servant, 

“ J. Aueuckomuy.’* 


sioh — and there must have heeii a difliculty to prevail upon them to vote for 
him. Mr. Wilbcrforce iu his Diary gives us the following interesting sketch 
of the scene ; — 

“March 1. 1824. Abcrcrornby came forward with a case of briacli of pri- 
vilege against tlic Chancellor for charging him on the hencli with fai.sehood. 
Brougham spoke admirably, and Abcrcrumhy excellently ; indeed, Scarlett also, 
and all the lawyers, diil well. Canning spoke admirably in mitigation, and 
Peel defended as well as could be, but the ease was too strotig to be put l)y 
without an authorised apology. So, though 1 longed to go away, 1 staid a.Rr*'' 
voted, 102 to 150. I seldom recollect — certainly not for many years — suIUt- 
ing so much pain .** — Life of Wilberforce, v. 214. 

VOL. Vir. E E 
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I-<ord 

King’s ob- 
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of Lords. 


The writer of this letter, who has since filled the chair of 
the House of Commons with distinguished ability, and now, 
as Lord Dunfermline, enjoys the universal respect of his coun- 
trymen, in kindly communicating to me the above corre- 
spondence, concludes with the gratifying statement : “ In all 
my subsequent intercourse with Lord Eldon, I perceived 
neither any unusual constraint in his manner, nor any failure 
of courtesy.” 

Lord King, not knowing how this matter had been accom- 
modated, attempted to taunt the Chancellor into some in- 
discretion by saying, in the course of a discussion on the 
manner of hearing appeals in the House of Lords, “ The 
noble and learned lord is a very great friend to the Church ; 
but what would he say to a Rector who, wishing to be re- 
lieved from the burthen of his clerical duties, should get a 
curate to perform them for him, and, instead of paying the 
curate out of his own emoluments, should leave him to be paid 
by the parish? What would be thought of a Bishop who 
should declare from the pulpit that a person whom he dis- 
liked had stated im utter falsehood? What would the noble 
and learned lord think of the riglit reverend dignitary who 
should thus express himself respecting the character of an- 
other, in a place where what he said could not be answered ? 
I am sure the noble and learned lord would be the last 


man in the world to give his approbation to such conduct.” * 
The noble and learned lord, however, very prudently re- 
mained silent. 

I wish, for his fair fame, that he had observed the same 
course when the Dissenters’ Marriage Bill was debated, as 
the sentiments he then uttered expose him to the charge of 
bigotry, intolerance, and an entire ignorance, or disregard, of 
the best interests of the Established Church, and of true 
religion. 

The object of this measure, which the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and several other pious prelates supported,, and 
— has since, with more extensive enactments, been • 

carried almost unanimously, was to enable those who ob- 
jected to be married according to the rites of the Church 


* 10 Hansard, 641. 
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of England^ to be married by their own pastors, In their own CHAP, 
places of religious worship, lawfully licensed. But after it 
had been ably supported by the Primate, the Chancellor a.d. 1824 . 
declared that, "notwithstanding his sincere respect for the p»ssenters* 
Most Reverend Prelate, he could not concur with him on Bin,— 
this occasion. The Bill contained principles which were not 
consistent with the protection of the Establislied Church. Eldon. 

On account of the Dissenters tlicnisclves he slioiild oppose it, 
as there could not be cnllglitencd toleration without the 
Established Church. It was said that the persons calling 
themselves ‘ Unitarians,’ had real scruples of conscience on 
the doctrine of the Trinity. So had Deists, Atheists, and 
others. If he understood the doctrines of the Church of 
England at all, it was iin[)ossiblc that there could be a greater 
repugnance between any doctrines tlian tliere was between 
the doctrine of the Cliureh of England and that of the 
Unitarians. The Unitarians must think tlie Cliureh of 
England idolatry. Wliat, therefore, would be the sort of 
comprehension that it wTuild effect ? Their Lordships might 
pass the Bill, but he had discharged his duty in giving liis 
opinion on it ; and he thought a worse bill had never been 
submitted to Parliament.” — lie succeeded In throwing it 
out by a majority of 105 to 

The great ascendency be now enjoyed in the House of Bill to 
Lords was strikingly Illustrated by his successful op[)osition 
to the next liberal measure brought forward there, although tiiolics to 
it was supported by the Prime iMinister. This was a Bill niembcrsof 
which the Marquess of Laiisdowue introduced merely to give 
to Roman Catholics in England the right of voting for 
Members of Parliament, — whi(di Roman Catholics had en- 
joyed in Ireland since the year 1>03. The Lord Chancellor, 
however, represented this concession as higldy dangerous to 
the Protestant Establishment, and confirmed his ojiinion hy 
an historical statement of the struggles between the two 
religions from the reign of Henry VIII. downwards, lie 
said, "if they gave to the Catholics of England a portion ,^»f. 
the privileges conceded to the Irish Catholics, they must go 


*11 Hansard, 78 — 4SS. 
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on and give tliehi all the other privileges which the Irish 
Catholics j)ossesscd, and he saw no reason why more niischicf 
should be done now because there had been some mischief 
done before. For the last twenty years there had been in- 
cessant attempts to take the Church of England by storm : 
these shocks it had withstood : let it not now be destroyed 
by sapping and mining.” 

Lord Liverpool said, " he did not yield to his noble and 
learned friend (in the woolsack in his zeal to maintain the 
Protestant Establishment, or the principle of the suiircmacy 
of the Crown ; but, although he still maintained the necessity 
of having a Protestant Parliament, he saw no danger from 
the present measure ; nay, he believed that the granting of 
such privileges to the Catholics of England would strengthen 
the Protestant Establishment, — as a cause of discontent 
would tliiis be removed, as a reproach perpetually thrown 
in their teeth would be taken away, and as by these safe 
concessions strcngtli would bo ol)tained to resist dangerous 
encroachments.” However, iifion a division the Bill was 
rejected by a majority of 139 to 101.* 

Lord Eldon’s sjieech on this occasion called forth from 
advocates of Homan Catholic claims some very free remarks. 
To these (which had not been very accurately reported to 
him), he thus indignantly refers in the Anecdote Book.” 

In the House of Commons INlr. Canning or Mr, Plunkett, 
or both, thouglit proper to treat this as a sort of speech which 
an Almanack^makcry reciting past events, might make; and 
which, therefore, might deserve no answer. And Canning, 

1 think, called it a ^ pettifogger’s speech,’ as he thought all 
lawyers’ speeches were.” After some remarks, proceeding 
from an entire misconccptfcn of the beautiful allusion to an 
old almanack which had. really been iiiadct, he proceeds: 

“ As to Mr. Canning’s * petti-fogging lawyers,’ I should have 
treated that, if the terms had been applied to me in my pre- 

11 Hansard. 817— 812. . 

Mr. Plunkett, instead of ^liiig Lord Eldon an “Almanack maker,” — 
without even referring to him, htid uttered one of the pointed sayings whicli will 
make him for ever remembered. Aller showing how governments should watch 
and direct the changes of public seutiinent, he observed, “ If this were not the 
spirit which animated them, philosophy would be impertinent, and History no 
better than ak old almanack.” — 7 Ilansard, 808. 
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sence, with the scorn and contempt which insolence merits. 
Politicians are fond of representing lawyers as most ignomnt 
politicians : they are pleased, however, to represent politicians 
as not being Ignorant lawyers, which they most undoubtedly 
generally are — and this was never more clearly demonstrated 
than by Mr. Canning’s speeches on the llomaii Catholic 
question.” * 

I am quite at a loss to account for Lord Eldon’s conduct 
with respect to the next measure which was brought forward, 
and it furnishes almost the only instance in which his con- 
sistency can be questioned during his long and eventful 
life. Jn the late debate he not only had generally warned 
the House against any concessions to the lioman (’atholics, 
however small, but he had specifically ex[)ressed a strong 
opinion against allowing the Duke of Norfolk, a Homan 
Catholic, at the head of the English peerage, to (jxercis(^ his 
hereditary office of Earl Marshal, without taking the oath of 
supremacy, and making the declaration against transubstan- 
tiation, — stating his objection to be, that if their Lordships 
were to go step by step, taking a little here and taking a 
little there, they would be doing gradually what they could 
not have done at once, and creating dangcjr without the 
salutary alarm which should precede it.”t Yet within a 
little month he actually sanctioned a bill intnaluccd by Lord 
Holland, for this express purj)Ose. When the second reading 
was moved, although ho could instantly have thrown it out 
without the smallest difficulty, he contented himself with 
mildly suggesting that it sjioukl l)e postponed to a future 
session, — in consequence of which only 10 voted against it, 


CHAP. 

CCVI. 
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June 18. 


— and the third reading lie allowed to pass without any June lu. 


show of opposition. This naturally tdarmed his young 


master,” who had never once been consulted upon the subject, 


* In a letter which he wrote soon after to liis daughter, Lady Frances, he 
says, ** Pugilists, you will read in the papers, when they have got a great ad- 
vantage over their adversaries, say tliey h<‘ive * put them into ('hancery.* 1 could 
have put Canning, as to some of his points, ffUo Cfmnctri/y if 1 had hud a .\e(-to 
with him. But brother Ministers in the House of (.''omniotis don’t seem to liltc' 
hitting hard against each other, and yet nothing but determination will do in a 
contest of this kind.” 
t 1 1 Hansard, 839. 

' KF.fi 
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and who seems, from the following very stern note, in which 
nothing is to be found about ** liver and crow,” really to have 
thought that the worthy old Chancellor had all of a sudden 
forgotten his duty both to the altar and the throne : — 

Carlton House, June 23d, 1824. 

“The King desires to apprise tlie Lord Chancellor that the 
King has learned, through the evidence of the newspapers. What 
has been passing in Parliament relative to tlie office of Earl 
Marshal of England. 

“ The King cannot suppose that the Lord Chancellor of England 
can approve of the King’s dispensing with tlie usual oaths attached 
to that or any other high office ; but if the King should be mis- 
taken in tliis supposition, the King desires that the Lord Chan- 
cellor will state his reasons in writing, why the King should be 
expected to give his consent to such an unusual and unprecedented 
measure, “ G. R.” 

The Lord Chancellor, by what means wc do not know, 
contrived to satisfy both himself and the King, that in this 
instance a lioman Catholic might exercise a liigh office 
without danger to the Church; for the bill having passed 
both Houses, received the royal assent*, and he moreover 
took an opjiortunity expressly to declare his good ojiinion of 
it when Lord Holland brought before the House the very 
intemperate terms in which the Duke of Newcastle and the 
Earl of Abingdon liad entered a protest against it. He 
said, — “ tliat if the House was supposed to have acted hastily 
ill passing the Act, the only course now was to bring in a 
bill to repeal it. He was far, however, from insinuating that 
such a course would be proper in the present case ; his opi- 
nion was decidedly otherwise.” He then made a most im- 
portant statement, which I am most anxious that all true 
friends of the Church should bear in remembrance : With 
respect to the Oath of Allegiance to be taken by the Earl 
Marshal, I must say as a lawyer, that it contains in it every 
thing included in the Oath of Supremacy, and that the Oath 
of Supremacy was, in fact, added as an explanation of the Oath # 
of Allegiance^ or, as Lord Hale has expressed it, ‘was passed 

* 5 George IV. c. 109. 
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to unravel the errors that had crept in.’”* Upon such high CHAP, 
authority, I do trust that we shall ere long return to the Oath 
of Allegiance as all-sufficient to testify the duties of a good i 824 . 
subject, and that such idle, I had almost said irreligious oaths 
as abjuring the descendants of James II., who have been 
extinct ever since the dcatli of the Cardinal of York, in 
the year 1807, and that all declarations distinguishing be- 
tween religious persuasions as a qualification for civil offices, 
will be entirely swept away, f 

However, Lord Eldon soon recovered from this fit of libe- 

rallty by an alarming proposal made to him by Mr. Secretary jection to 

Peel, that a Roman Catholic nobleman should be placed in the 

• • mi 11 • 1 • Catholic 

commission of the peace. The following was his answer : — noblemen 

“Upon inquiry I find there arc very few Catholics in the ex- piac^ in 
isting commissions. ^ly inquiries into that are not finished, but com- 
tlierc is a notion afloat that some of them have contrived to [he pe*^c. 
procure the capacity of acting without taking the oath of supre- 
macy, and this is sjiid of the Duke of Norfolk. I do not hear thii 
same of any otlier of the R. Catliolie nobility, wlio for compliment 
are put into some of the commissions, hut don’t act. Ihit, if they 
can acquire an acting cajiacity without taking the oatli of supre- 
macy, and trust to tlie annual Indemnity Rill, all is over; for if 
this can be done witli Justices of tJie peace, tlien in the case of 
every magistrate, where, though there is coustaut usage, there is 
not an express law ivciuiring that oath, and every person liolding 
office, wlicrc tliere is no such express law requiring tliat oath to 
he taken before tiiey net, tlic whole policy of England of supporting 
the King’s supremacy is gone, or may be gune.”J 

Being further pressed, however, he yielded — in the hope 
that his concession would be unmeaning ceremony: — 

“If Lord Pembroke recommends J^ord Arundel to be placed in 
the commission I shall not refuse to insert his name. I find the 
considerable Catliolics in Dorsetshire and Devonsliirc are in tho 
commission, but by roa.son of tlie Act of Supremacy liavc not 
qualified to act, and the case may probably be the same with this 
nobleman if his name is inserted.” § 

* 11 IIans.ird, 1992. 

This is the advice given by the able comniiKsioncrs appointetl to consider 
the subject by JjOrd Lyndhurst, and approved bv liiin. 

t Sepr. 1824. Teel MSS. ' § Il>. 
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In consequence of this Anti-catholic steadiness and zeal 
the Cliancellor again basked in the sunshine of royal favour. 
Sending an account to his daughter of a grand dinner he had 
given soon after to the Duke of York, the Duke of Wel- 
lington, and other Celebrities,” he says, — ^^the King sent 
me a message by the Duke of York that he would have dined 
with me if he had been asked. He should certainly have 
been asked if I had been aware that he would have conde- 


scended to permit me to send him an invitation. I have not 
heard, however, of his dining out since the Crown descended 
upon him. Perhaps it is better, great as the honour would 
have been, that I did not know that he would have conferred 
it ; for as to these things, sucli a condescension would have 
excited a good deal of jealousy in some men’s minds; for 
there arc such feelings in the minds of some (notwithstanding 
all the prayers they offer up to be delivered therefrom), as 
feelings of malice, hatred, envy, and iincharitableness ; and 
that, too, where there is no ground or excuse for harbouring 
such feelings,” 

His com- His Majesty’s late ebullition against the Earl Marshal’s 
his^young iRust havc inspired the highest confidence in his Pro- 
master.” testant zeal ; but in other respects the Chancellor still thought 
him unequal to his father. Giving an account of a review 
in Hyde Park on a very rainy day, Lord Eldon says to his 
daughter: — " Our sovereign lord the King did not attend. 
No weather would have prevented George III. from being at 
the head of liis troops.” Again, stating soon after, how the 
Duke of York had been cheered at another review in Hyde 
Park, he adds, — My royal master was in Carlton House, 
L e, within half a mile of this scene, but did not approach it. 
It is astonishing what is lost by this sort of dealing, and it is 
grievous that the popularity which might be so easily earned 
and acquired at so small an expenditure of time and trouble, 
should not only not be secured, but a feeling of disgust and 
reproach be engendered towards a person with respect to 
wliom a very different feeling most easily might and ought to 
be created.” Nay, the wary Chancellor seems even to have 
had serious doubts as to his ** young master’s” sincerity, tod 



LIFE OF LORD ELOOK 


425 


to have anticipated that a time might come when he would CHAP. 
prefer*a Keeper of his conscience ” with no predilection for 
liver and crow,” or for Protestant ascendency.” Thus he 15^ 
treats royal civilities: — "At about eleven Sir William * 824 . 
Knighton called upon me — ordered, he said, * to give me the 
King’s affectionate regards;’ and if all Sir Wllliain said is 
truth, very affectionate indeed they must Ac/”* 

• About this time the Chancellor was obliged to behave very (liscoiirteously to a Princess 
lady claiming to be the legitimate daughter of the Duke of Cumberland, brother Olivia, 
of George 111., and styling herself the Princess Olivia of C'uiubcriand. She at 
last presented a “ Petition of Right” to the King, praying that her title might be 
recognised, and the Chancellor being consulted as to how this ought to be de.'ilt 
with, wrote back to Mr. Secretary Peel ; — “ Instead of a IMition of liiyhtt this 
looks like a case fur Monro or Warburton to be asked to take care of that illus- 
trious personage.” ^ # 

It has been said that whenever a IVtitton of Right is presented, the Stjvereign Petitions 
should he advised to write upon it ** Suit droit fait,” whatever may be the prayer o** Right, 
of it — leaving it to the Chancellor or otln .Judges to say whether it discloses 
any ground for relief. But with great defe cnce, I deny this doctrine. By the 
law and constitution of England a suit can; lot be maintained against the Sove- 
reign without the Sovereign’s express consei: :. That consent cannot be properly 
witlilield where there is any feasible ground of suit, but ought to be withheld 
where clearly and certainly no relief can he given. The Attorney General is 
answerable to Parliament for the advice he gives upon this subject, as he would 
be respecting the granting of a writ of error or a nolle, promjui. There is no 
authority for the contrary doctrine ; — it is not at all supported by the analogy 
of a writ sued out by one subject against another, — and in some instances, 
without the possibility of any advantage to the petiti{)ner, it may lead to a great 
waste of public money, and of public time. 


* Nov, 1821. Peel MSS. 
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REIGK OP GEORGE IV. 


CHAPTER CCVII. 

CONTINUATION OP TIIK LIFE OF LORD ELDON TILL HE WAS 
DEPRIVED OF THE GREAT SEAL. 

When Parliament was about to assemble in the beginning 
of 1825y considerable alarm was excited by the proceedings 
of the Catholic Association in Ireland, which from oft-deferred 
hope had become very dangerous. The day before the open- 
ing of the session, tlie Chancellor wrote to his daughter : To- 
day we have a cabinet in Downing-strcct and council at 
Carlton House, to try if we can make a good speech for 
the King. But there are too many hands at work to make 
a good thing of it, and so you will think, I believe, when you 
read it.” He cjontinued : It is to be regretted that associa- 
tions should exist in Ireland, wdiich have adopted proceedings 
irreconcilable with the spirit of the Constitution, and calcu- 
lated, by exciting alarm and by exasperating animosities, 
to endanger the peace of society and to retard the course 
of national improvement.” Next morning, before going down 
to the House, he thus describes the result of their joint 
labours : “ The King’s speech was settled yesterday in the 
ante-room to his bed-room, — he having too much gout to 
come down stairs. 1 don’t much admire the composition 
of the matter of the speech. ' My old master, the late 
King, would have said that ^ it required to be set off by good 
reading.’ It falls to my lot to read it, and I should read it 
better if I liked it better.” 

In the House of Lords the debate on the Address went off 
very smoothly, and there was no personal allusion to the 
Chancellor ; but, in the House of Comipons, Mr. Brougham 
forcibly pointed out, that relief from the penal laws was the* 
only cure for the Catholic Association ; and, having advised 
tlie section of the Cabinet favourable to the measure to opt 
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With vigour, he thus proceeded to pour forth the phials of his 
wrath .on the devoted head of the Lord Chancellor : Of 
what are they afraid? What is their ground of alarm ? Arc 
they apprehensive that the result \vo\ild be the resignation 
of any of their colleagues? Do they think that any one 
of their coadjutors, some man of splendid talents, of profound 
learning, of unwearied industry, w^ould give up his place? 
Do they think ho would resign Iiis office? that he would quit 
the Great Seal? Prince Ilohcnloe Is nothing to the man 
who could effect such a miracle. \^Uear ! and a laugh,'] A 
more chimerical apprehension never entered the brain of a 
distenqDcred poet. Any tiling hut that. Many things may 
surprise me; but nothing would so much surprise me, as that 
the noble and learned individual to whom I allude should 
quit his hold of office while life remains. A more supci*fluou8 
fear than that of such an event never crossed the wildest 
visionary in his dreams. Indeed, Sir, I cannot refrain from 
saying, that I think the right honourable gentlemen op[)oslte 
greatly underrate the steadiness of mind of the noble and 
learned Individual in question. 1 think "they greatly under- 
rate the firmness and courage with wliich he bears, and will 
continue to bear, the burthens of his liigh and important 
station. In these qualities the noble and learned lord lias 
never been excelled, — has never |)crliaps been paralleled. 
Nothing can equal tlic foihearancc which he has manifested. 
Nothing can equal the constancy with which he has borne 
the thwarts that he has lately received on the (luestion 
of trade. His patience, under such painful circumstances, 
can be rivalled only by the fortitude with which he bears the 
prolonged distress of the suitors in his own Court. But to 
apprehend that any defeat would induce him to quit office, 
is one of the vainest fears, one of the most fantastic appre- 
hensions, that was ever entertained by man. Let him be 
tried. In his generous mind, expanded as it has been by his 
long official charaotcr, there is no propensity so strong as 
a love of the service of his country. He is no doubt con- 
vinced that, the higher an office, the more unjustifiable it is 
to abandon it. The more splendid the emoluments of a situa- 
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CHAP, tioTi, — the more extensive its patronage, — the more he is 
persuaded that it is not allowed to a wise and good man to 
A.». 1825. tear himself from it. I contend, therefore, that the right 
honourable gentlemen opposite underrate the firmness of their 
noble and learned colleague. Let them make the experi- 
ment; and, if they succeed in wrenching power from his 
gripe, I shall thenceforward estimate them as nothing short 
of miracle-mongers. His present station the noble lord holds 
as an estate for life. That is universally admitted. The 
only question is, whether he is to appoint his successor. 
By some it is supposed that he has actually appointed him, 
and I own I have observed several symptoms of such being 
the case. If it be so, I warn that successor, that he will be 
exceedingly disappointed, if he expects to ste[) into the office 
a single moment before the decease of its present holder. 
\_A laugh.'] However, I do intreat that tlie persevemnee 
of this eminent person may be put to the test. Let the 
right honourable gentleman say he will resign if the Catholic 
question is not carried in the Cabinet ; let the noble and 
learned lord say tliat he will resign if it is carried, — I am 
quite sure of the result. The Catholic question would be 
carried ; but the noble .and learned lord would retain his 
j)lace. He would behave with the fortitude which has dis- 
tinguished him in the other instances in which he has been 
defeated ; and the country would not be deprived, for a single 
hour, of the inestimable benefit of his services. \_A laugh.] 
To return, however, to the state of Ireland. The speech talks 
of Associations in the tdural. That is not without .an object. 

I warn the House, however, not to be taken in by tl\e con- 
trivance. That little letter s is one of the slyest introduc- 
tions that Belial ever resorted to, in any of tliosc speeches 
which arc calculated to 

* make the worst appear 
The better reason ; to perplex and dash 
Matures! counsels; for his thoughts arc low.* 

I am perfectly aware. Sir, by whom that s was added. I * 
know the handwriting. I know the refiection which passed 
through the mind of the writer, — ‘ I must put the word in 



LIFE OF LORD ELDON. 


the plural ; it will then be considered as applicable to Orange 
as to Catholic Associations, and the adversaries of both will 
be conciliated.’ Let not that little letter .v, however, deceive 
a single person. However it may be pretended to hold the 
balance between the Catholic and the Orange Associations, 
depend upon it, it will be only a nominal equity. It will be 
like one of those ^subtle equities,’ so well known in tlie 
Court over which the noble and learned lord to whom I 
have been alluding presides. Let the pro])oscd measures be 
carried, and the Catholic Association will be strongly ])ut 
down with one hand, while the Orange Association will 
receive only a gentle tap with the other.” * 

I introduce this satire upon the Chancellor, to show llic 
characteristic sensitiveness and good nalure with which he 
bore it. Thus he comments upon it, in a letter to his 
daughter ; — 

“ Saturilay (1*V1). .'Jtli, ISe.5). 

“ Since I last wrote, I liavc seen the dehatos of* the Coniinons 
on Thursday night. AVnien you read them, you will see that 
Brougham has had no mercy u[)on the Chamadlor. liaughs and 
cheers he produced l‘rom the company, repcat(‘dly, wu'th his jokes : 
which, liowcvcr, he iiu*ant to play off* in hitter malignity, and yet 
I could not help Janghing at some of the jokes jn’etty lieartily 
myself. No young hnly was (‘V(‘r so unforgiving for l>eing refused 
a silk gown, wlien silk gowns adorned female form, as Brougham 
is with me, hee.anse, liaving insulteil my master, tlje insidted don’t 
like to clothe him w ith distinction, and liononr, and silk. In the 
straightforw^ard discharge of my puldic eluty, 1 sliall defy all my 
opponents : their wit, their sarcasms, their culiitnnies, 1 regard 
not, wdiilst conscious 1 liave a- great duty to perform ; ami that 
I have now% in the support of the Constitution in Church and 
State. I shall do wliat I think right — a maxim I hav(j en- 
deavoured in past life to make the rule of conduct — and tru.^t the 
consequences to God. 

“ Now, for digression from the serious to the ligfiter matters, 
— having first noticed that Canning answered every part c»f 
Brougham’s speech, except wliat concerned his colleague myself. 

• But this is what I should have expected.” * * * 
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* 12 Mansard, 51. 
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The Chancellor strenuously defended the Bill to put down 
unlawful associations in Ireland, although he declared that 
he had taken no part whatever in drawing it. He said, " he 
would not endure that a Boman Catholic body should assume 
a representative character — that they should proceed to tax 
the people of Ireland, and that they should exercise a control 
over the administration of justice ; as the bill applied to all 
associations, it would equally put down any disposition to 
violence which might be displayed by Orangemen, and would 
show that all classes of the community must pay obedience 
to the law.” * 

I ought not to pass over the humane and enlightened sen- 
timents which he expressed in favour of a bill which passed 
the House of Lords almost unanimously, but was thrown 
out by the Squires in the House of Commons — to prevent 
the setting of spring-guns to shoot poachers. He said, he 
wished to see property protected, but he should be sorry to 
be thought an advocate for spring-guns. There had been no 
occasion for these engines iii former times ; but now, every 
plantation was turned into a poultry yard, and a sportsman 
was thought notliing of unless he could kill his thousand 
birds a day ; and thus arose the demand for these new sorts 
of protection. Now that so many plantations had been made, 
and so well stocked with pheasants, how could their Lord- 
ships expect that people who had a taste for game, — and he 
never knew an Englishman who had not, — would not go and 
look for it where it was to be found ? Poaching was the 
consequence of game being preserved and protected. He, 
for one, never could defend the practice of setting engines to 
endanger the life of a fellow-creature, for the sake of a par- 
tridge or a pheasant.” f 

The Duke of York’s celebrated declaration now made 
against Catholic emancipation, concluding with a solemn oath 
^^THAT HE NEVER WOULD ASSENT TO IT IN WHATEVER 
SITUATION HE MIGHT BE PLACED,” was generally supposed 
to have been written for him by Lord Eldon ; but his Lord- * 
ship, although he exceedingly rejoiced in it, denied all previous 

• 12 Hansard, ' f Ib. 93a. 
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knowledge of it, and it cannot be supposed that he would 
have advised a step so very unconstitutional and improper. * ^ 

In spite of the vow of the Heir Presumptive, which , was a,d. 1825 . 
justly supposed not to be disagreeable to the King on the Bill for 
throne, a bill to remove the civil disabilities of the Catholics einauclin^ 
soon after passed the Lower House by a majority of 21. A tion 
single touch in a letter from the Chancellor to his daughter, 
enables us to form a lively notion of the scene when the bill Conimons. 
was brought up to the Lords : ‘‘ The Commons stared me 
very impudently in the face when llu*y delivered to me the 
Catholic bill at the bar of the House.” He has his revenge 
by adding, — “ This bill, however, I think those gentlemen 
will never see again ! ” 

The prophecy was verified at the close of the debate on 'J’lirown 
the second reading — when the bill was rejected by a majority 
of 48.t Lord Eldon’s sj^ecch on this occasion was more than tin* cxcr- 
iisually zealous, and he had an advantage of which he dex- 
terously availed himself, that two accompanying measures 
called the wings,” and then considered essential, had not 
yet been agreed to by the House of Commons. J 

This must haVc been a very happy period of his life. He 
received letters of congratulation, and thanks from several 
Dowager Duchesses, and he was universally fvtcd by all I he 
Protestant grandees. I1ic following is his account of one 
of these entertainments : — 


“ We had a most sumptuous ami splendid set-out at the Duke 
of York’s on Saturday — twenty-four rejoicing Protestants round 
the table — and sucli a magnineeiit show of plate as even eclipses 
the King’s exhibition of tliat article, and, as it appears to me, 
eclipses all of the same article which all the nionarelis of Europcj 
havQ presented to the Duke of Wellington. We drank the 48, 
— the year 1688, — and the glorious and immortal memory of 
William III. — but without noise or riot. I saw the King yester- 


Ile is feted 
us the Tro- 
U'stuiit 
chiiiiipluti. 


• He thus wrote to Lady Frances : — “If the D. of Y.’s speech was im])ru- 
dent, it has nevertheless, on account of its firmness and boldness, placed liini on 
a pinnacle of popularity.” But he was not blind to the failings of the “ IVo- 
testant Hero,” for he adds, “The 13. of Y. is at Ncwniark<-t. it is to he re- 
gretted that, in his highly important and lofty situation, he spends so many days 
with blacklegs, and so many nights at cards, — among which we know there are 
knaveSf as well as, what are better company for him, khiffn and 
t 178 to Isa 1:J Hansard, 70’<5. t Ib. 7(.‘i. 
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day, who is much better, and not a little relieved in point of anxiety 
by the vote on the Catholic question.*' 

But pleasures are like poppies spread — 

You seize the flower — its bloom is shed ; 

Or like the snowr-falls in the river, 

A moment white — then melt for ever ; 

Or like the Borealis race, 

That flit ere you can point the place ; 

Or like the rainbow*s lovely form, 

Evanishing amid the storm ; ” 

Lord Eldon soon apprehensively wrote to his daughter: “ My 
old foes, Mr. Denman and Mr. Williams, are, on noxt Tuesday 
night, to attack the Chancery and the Chancellor. Wishing 
to live the rest of my time in the shade, I had rather be 
excused this annual attack ; for, tliough I care not what they 
say of me as a political character, I am very nice and touchy 
about my judicial fame.” 

Forthwith he made this ajipcal to the Home Secretary, on 
whose aid he chiefly relied ; — 

“ ( Confidential ; in haste. ) 

“ Dear Mu. Peel, 

“ I obiservc that Mr. W““ is again moving upon the subject of 
the Court of Clianccry. I thank you cordially for what, I learn 
from the i)npei\s, passed upon his mention of the subject. I cannot 
forbear, however, troubling you for a few minutes upon this sub- 
ject : not upon the motion, whatever it may be, merely, but upon 
what I cannot but tliink is a matter mueli more material to the 
public than any tiling which may aflbet my individual character. 
Can it possibly be endured that a harristc]*, because he happens to 
be a member of the House of Commons, instructed, for so the fact 
may be, (1 will not say that I have reason to believe it is,) by a 
person (his cliaracter I say nothing of) in an inferior rank of the 
profession, is to liold a sitrveillance over the liighest court of justice 
in tlic kingdom, and, dc anno in annurn^ to attack the characters of 
the Judges of tlnit court? and call upon the Judges annually to 
explain their conduet, which he can’t possibly understand ? Can 
any man remain a Judge in that court under such circumstances? 
Is he to go into court, day by day, to attend to his duty, not in the 
persuasion that, if he decides immediately, or takes time, be it 
sliort or be it long, in intricate and difficult cases to be sure that 
he is right before he decides, with a conviction that he is watched 
by tliose who »ux*, annually, to bring him before the public upon 
charges of delay, who cannot possibly know the causes which have 
operated, and should operate, to determine him as to what his con- 
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duct should be ; and whore, unless he is brought forward, or comes cil AP. 
forward, as a person accused and under trial, he cannot possibly tJCVlI, 
explain that conduct, either to those who are present when the J 

annual attack is made, or to the public ? What would have been 
said in Lord llardwicke’s time, if he had been called upon by a 
barrister, aided by a solicitor, the worst or the best in his Court, to 
account why he had delayed his judgments, in particular cases, for 
so long a time, as it appears from the printed Reports he tliought 
some cases required consideration before he gave his judgments ? 

“ It is impossible to submit, with any comfort, to this sort of 
degradation ; but the personal consideration is as nothing, when 
one attends to the consequences of bringing into hatred and con- 
tempt the tribunals of the country, with the co“0])eration of the 
House of Commons, or sidlcring them to he brought into contempt 
because John Williams hates John Scott. 

“ His motion, as I naid it in the papers, is calculate*! to do all 
possible mischief, without its being possible, to prevent it. AVnieii • 
he moves Ibr a List of Caus(‘s, he knows that, in my department, 
so full have been my hands of other inqtortant business, that causes 
have hardly been brought beibre me in tiie period he mentions. 

“ AV'^heu he asks how causes, or, if he asks it, how other business, 
has been disposed of, he rncjins to argue frtnn what he can’t explain, 
and what no other man in the House <'an snllieiently explain, as to 
what are the reasons which have delayed the linishing of the 
several matters that have b(M*n brought before the Oourt, and 
which have not been linisluMl ? 

“ The extreme nicety Jind dillieulty of some cjneslions, involved 
in what has been before the C-ourt, the imjM*rfeet inanmT in which 
the pleadings have Immui brought befon*, the Cojirt, to give scope to 
the chance of finishing matters in litigation by aniicablo arrange- 
inent, tlie discovery by the Court of matters which had escaped the 
attention of the Bar, and whiirh calls for an entire new consider- 
ation of the case, the necessity f*>r new evidence, the interruption 
of the Judge’s attention to judicial matters, from his obligation to 
attend to other matters ; — in short, the innumerable matters which, 
in equity causes, retard decision, render it impossible to answer 
imputations without much time employed to answer them, and 
utterly impossible to answer them without much reason to despair 
, whether the answers be understood, except by persons skilled in 
equity practice. In the mean time the Judge, the Court, and the 
geueral administration of justice is cruelly calumniated ; the bu- 
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siness can never be set right — quite right — in public opinion, and 
when Parliament dismisses it, the calumny continues to be propa- 
gated in pamphlet after pamphlet, review after review, &c. &c. 

You may hear that I have heard nothing but motions, and 
this is npt very far from being true. Then it is said, motions are 
matters of course. Now, many of them have occupied, before me, 
two or three, I believe some, -four days, — and the matter of the 
cause in which the motion has been made, has been decided on 
the motion, whilst decision could not have been had in the hearing 
of a cause, as a cause, for years. A motion, for instance, is often 
made to stay proceedings upon an appeal from a decree from the 
Rolls or the V. Chancellor, because it is appealed from to the 
Chancellor; and because the [)roceedings would be expensive and 
thrown away, if the Chancellor reverses the decree. Now, when 
such a motion is made, the merits of the decree appealed from 
must be entered into, because, if the api>eal has not suflicient 
merits, the proceedings ought not to be stayed. It liappens, there- 
fore, that I give my opinion upon the appeal by iny judgment upon 
the motion, and there is an end of the apj)eal ; and yet a common 
lawyer, as ignorant as a post of equity proceedings, publishes to 
the world that tlie appeal is not disposed of. 

At all events, if this annual motion to tlic dishonour of the 
Judges and the Court is to be granted, it is expedient that one 
should know what it is, that it may be added to or amended, in 
order to make the return to it as credittable to the Judges and the 
Court as it can be: to do justice to them in any return to it is 
absolutely impossible. 

“ Yours, dear Sir, most faithfully, 

“ Eli>on.”* 

The attack was made by Mr. Williams, according to the 
fashion of that time, on presenting a petition, and a long 
debate was terminated by the motion being carried, “ That 
this petition do lie upon the table.” Several unaccountable 
cases of a delay of judgment after tlic hearing had been con- 
cluded, were brought out ; but the attempt failed to impute 
the genend arrear of causes which stood for hearing to the 
Chancellor. He was ably defended by Mr. Secretary Peel, 
who excited the hopes of the country by declaring himself* 
a friend to rational reform, and explaining the measures 
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which he had in contemplation for improving tlic criminal 
code.* 

The Chancellor had scarcely recovered his composure, 
when it was again ruffled by the Dissenters’ Marriage Bill 
once more coming up from the Commons, and by finding a 
considerable accession of Prelates in its favour. He gives 
his daughter the following indignant account of its reception 
and its fate : The Unitarian Bill came on in the House of 
Lords last night. Both Archbishops, the Bishop of London, 
the Bishop of Bath and Wells, the Bishop of Exeter, the 
Bisliop of Norwich, voted for it. Shameful, surely ! How- 
ever, we threw out the bill, r)G to 50. It would huAC been 
about 100 to 50, if wc had divided upon the third reading 
instead of the second ; but our good orthodox friends were 
absent — most at Ascot — so that how a horse runs is much 
more important than how the Church fares.” 

It appears from Hansard, that although he spoke after all 
the Bishops who supported the bill, he boldly denounced it 
as mischievous, and took the untenable ground, that, although 
the statute of William rendering it penal to deny the doctrine 
of the Trinity had been repealed, such a denial was a misde- 
meanour at common law.f 

The only other occasion which called upon him to come 
forward, during this session of Parliament, was to correct 
certain exaggerated statements of his tifficial j^ains — when 
he represented himself as a suficrer, in a jiecuniary point of 
view, by holding the Great Sc;iL He said, “that in no one 
year, since he had been made Lord (diancellor, had he re- 
ceived the same amount of profit which he enjoyed while at 
the bar : had he remained at tlui bar, and k(^j>t the situation 
be held there, he solemnly declared be should not be one 
shilling a poorer man than lie was at that moment, notwith- 
standing his office.” J: By what mental reservation he re- 

• 13 Hansara, 959—1008. 

f In Lady Uewley’s case, the clear opinion of the House of I-orrls wms, that 
since the repeal of the statute of William, Unitarians arc on the same footing as 
other Protestant Dissenters; and on this principle proceeded Sir Uohert JVel’s 
admirable measure of the “ Dissenters’ Chapel Bill ” in 1844. 

{ 13 Hansard, 1379. 
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conciletl this statement to his conscience, I am wholly at a 
loss to conjecture; for his fee-book proves that the largest 
sum he ever received in any one year, while Attorney General, 
was 12,140/. 155. — the average receipt being little more than 
10,000/.; whereas, the returns he made to the House of 
Commons of his official in^jomc as Chancellor show that in 
1810, it reached 22,730/., and that, subject to all deductions, it 
exceeded on an average, 17,000/. a year — to say nothing of 
the lucrative offices and reversions he liad been able to bestow 
upon his family. He now alleged that the misrepresentation, 
respecting the emoluments of his office, was the reason for 
reluctantly retaining it. l*crhaps it was thought,” he said, 
*^that this mode of calumnious misrepresentation was tiie 
way to get rnc out of office ; they arc mistaken who think so ; 
I will not yield to such aspersions, nor shrink from asserting 
what I owe to myself. Had 1 been treated with common 
justice, I should not now, perhaps^ have remained Chancellor; 
but 1 will not be driven from my office by calumnious at- 
tacks. Let me only be treated with common justice, and in 
five minutes my office will be at any body’s disposal.”* 

Parliament was prorogued, and the long vacation arrived ; 
but Eiicoinbe had lost all its charms, by reiison of an order 
made by the House of Commons, at the very close of the 
session, on the motion of Sir Francis Burdett, w’ithout any 
opposition by the Government, — “ That there be laid before 
this House a list of all causes that have been heard by the 
Lord Chancellor during the last eighteen years Avhereiii 
judgment has not yet been given, specifying the time \vhen 
heard ; comprising all petitions in cases of bankruptcy already 
heard, and not decided.” 

He first wrote the following letter to the Home Secre- 
tary : — 

“(Private.) July 30. 1825. 

Dear Mr. Peel, 

“I have given orders about Lord Verulani, and shall duly attend 
to what you mention as to the Recorder’s report. 


* 13 ILaiivanK 1.379. 
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“I avail myself of this opportunity of thanking you for your 
kindness on many occasions towards me in the House of Commons, 
when unjustly^ I think, attacked. I have not yet intimated to 
any other person tliat I have almost come to a determination, after 
employing myself in my vacation so as to be able to dispose of all 
my arrears in November, to request permission to place the Great 
Seal in his Majesty’s hands. Sir Francis lliirdett’s motion, un- 
opposed by any lawyer, and relating to tlie transactions of eigliteen 
years in its terms, lias lieldme up to the public, as probably a great 
delinquent, for at least six inoiitlis to come. If you meet with 
Courtenay, he will tell yon liow much or how little 1 have to ap- 
prehend from the information to be given in consequence of that 
motion ; but my charaettir is suffering in the mean time, and eoin- 
munications from all parts daily satisfy me that such is the case. 
1 feel great pain about giving way to unmerited abuse, but upon 
principle, T heyhi to doubt whether an abuseil and (‘ulumniated 
Chancellor can, upon a just view of Jus duty to the public, as well 
as of that duo to himself, remain in ofliee. Time was when the 
law officers of the Crown would not have .sufl(u*cd a person in 
that station to have been exposed to unjust surmises in the public 
mind, or have fiiiled to have the grounds of such a motion shown 
to be weighty before it was granted. 1 am aware that it might be 
mere inattention that the matter passed sub sikttth — and con ■ 
iidently believe that no niikindncss was meant. Jlut this has been 
a very unfortunate and distressing transaction, ami 1 know it lias 
occasioned much remark. 

“Perhaps 1 may see you at the Recorder’s rcjiort — if not, I 
only add, that if the Cabinet, about the meeting of Parliament, 
requires, in your opinion, my attendance, j»ray let me know. 

“ Yours sincerely, 

“ Kr.DON.” * 


CHAP. 
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Mr. Peel seems to have referred hiiu to the Prime Minister, 
to whom he wrote several times during the long vacation, 
witiiout receiving any satisfa<;tory answer. At last, on his 
return to town, he scut the following letter, conditionally 
tendering hia resignation : — 

“ Dear Lord Liveki’Ool, 

♦ “In our little correspondence during the vacation, you advised 
me not to trouble myself about 'Sir lYaiicis lJurdett’s motion. 1 «« »lns sub- 
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can most sincerely assure you that I feel the greatest uneasiness 
on account of the trouble which my colleagues and friends endure 
on my account. If your Lordship recollects for how many sessions 
I have been assailed in the House of Commons, and looks to the 
effect, as I know it, of its proceedings upon the business of the 
Court and upon the minds of the public, you may make some 
estimate of their effect upon myself. If that motion, as made in 
the last session, is to command obedience from the officers of my 
Court, that obedience must either be paid to it, or the order must 
he rescinded : if the order is to be considered as falling at the 
close of the session, and is to be renewed by Sir F. 13., with the 
concurrence of tlic House, obedience must then be given to it. 
Now, my dear Lord, allow me to say, with perfect kind feeling, 
that I cannot reconcile it to any notions which I can form of my 
duty to tlic i)ublic, to sit at the head of one high court of justice 
in the kingdom, if 1 either continue to be, or am again, placed in 
such circumstances as that order placed me in, or a renewal of it 
will place me in. It is im])ossible to consider it otherwise than as 
a resolution accusatory in its nature, and meant to be, if the result 
of tlic inquiry will authorise it, the foundation of a positive and cx- 
y)ress accusation. If this bo so, how can 1, with honour, continue 
to preside in the C'ourt in w'hich I sit, ])r(‘judiced and damaged in 
public opinion, by a vote of the House of (Simmons, unopposed by 
any individual in it? Or how can I continue to sit in that Court, 
W’ith all the subordinate otlici'rs employed in collecting the mate- 
rials, undi.'r an order of the House of Commons, for an accusation 
against the person at the head of the Ckiurt, aideil by the bitter- 
ness of every solicitor or counsel whose coi^uct I have had 
occasion to reyirehend ? As to the abuse of frc public prints, 
the licentiousness of wdiieh, against the Judges of the land and 
Chancellor, appears to me, as to all matters, sanctioned by the 
sufferance which is given to it — and the correspondence which 
this vote of the House of Commons brings to me every day from 
every part of the kingdom, more blameable than the licentious 
press, if possible, — I repeat that they would rather provoke me 
to remain in office, if permitted, than to think of quitting it. But^ 
my Lord, T iind myself placed in my Court by this proceeding in 
a state in which it is unfit that a Chancellor .should be placed ; and, 
wMth respect to the public, I fear I am doing very wrong, in let-# 
ting do>vn the dignity and respect due, not to me, but to the 
Chancellor, who holds an office which should be filled with a per- 
son respected by the public, and protected, if ho deserves so to be, 
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against resolutions which clearly mean to impute, or to lay the CHAP, 
grounds of imputation against him. I do assure your Lordship CCVII. 
that I Iiave every feeling of good will and kind regard towards ' 
every individual with wliom 1 am associated as a servant of his 
Majesty ; and I trust I need not mention what are my feelings 
towards yourself, — but to all of them and to you I owe it as a 
duty to take care tliat the abuse thrown upon me daily should not, 
tlirough me, affect their and your utility. What obedience to that 
vote might furnish, of information with respect to my conduct, I 
know not, — but if it furnislied all that I could wish, the mischief 
that must be done before its result could be known is incalculably 
great. Tliat in the course of eighteen years, for such is the period 
to which this vote refers, I cannot doubt (I cannot, however, but 
hope that tliey may be such as my general conduct in ofHce might 
atone for) that there may be many things represented as omissions 
of duty during eighteen years which are not such, but which it is 
impossible to iind the moans at this day of satisfactorily account- 
ing for, must be obvious ; I cannot doubt that the multiplicity of 
my engagements may have led to omission and neglect as to some 
of them. 

“ Under these circumstances, my dear Lord, T wish very much to 
know, and to know uoii\ whether the motion of Sir F. IL, if it does 
not require renewal, is to be attempted to be discharged by Govern- 
ment by any proceeding wli(;n tim House meets; or, if it does re- 
quire renewal, whether it is tlieii to be siiHered to be renewed, 
without opposition on the part of Government. JSIy object, in seeking 
this now, is, that I may so apply myself (without engaging further 
than I tmist in new biisim ss) to w hat is (h pcmling, as to be able to 
retire about the time of Parliament’s meeting, if the King will 
graciously please to dismiss me, ami not then to leave causes wliich 
liave been heard to bo eitli<*r lieanl over again, or the judgments 
of a retired Chuncellor to be given in fact though not in form, as 
I myself have formerly assisted in acting for a retired Chanecllor. 

I know well tliat Sir F.’s motion was passed (at least I sincerely 
so believe) without, on the i»art of (ioverninciit or its friends, any 
ill-will, J ean almost say w^ithout any positive inattention, to me, 
but by actual surprise, ’fhe effects, liowcver, the evil effects of it, 
are very great — as great as if the causes of it were different, — 

^ and many have been the mortifying inquiries made of me, by 
those who do not know» how this liappencd, — how 1 account for 
not having, as they supposed, one person in the House of Com- 
mons to say one word against such a proceeding ; for of the fact 
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that this was effected by surprise, the public cannot be conusant. 
If out of office, I can’t take the situation of Deputy Speaker of the 
House of Lords — but I should attend the Scotch causes, and I 
might be voted into the chair as a Peer.” 

Lord Liverpool’s answer, though civil, very distinctly 
shows thcat the Chancellor’s colleagues thought there was 
some foundation for the complaints made against him ; that 
they were highly dissatisfied with the delay which had 
occurred in the proceedings, under the commission appointed 
near two years ago; and that they were determined to 
suspend the deprecated order ’’over his head in terrorem^ 
for the purpose of obtaining ji Ilcport from the com- 
mission : — 

Tliis order was made without notice, on the 30th of June, one 
of the very last days of the sitting of the House of Commons, in 
the absence of all the Ministm's and of the law officers of the 
Crown. The motion lias, however, certainly dropped with the 
session. It must be renewed to have any force; and, considering 
how it was carried, you are, I tliink, ])crfectly jnstilied in waiting 
for its renewal, before you act upon it, 

“ Mr. Peel assures me that he would have opposed it, if he had 
been in tin* House, and that he will be prepared to oppose the re- 
newal of it, if it is again brought Jorward in the beginning of the 
next session. l>ut in order to make it possible for him to carry 
his intention into etlect, the report of tlie commission of iiifpjiry 
as to the Court of Cluiiicery must be ready, and be laid before 
Parliament iinincdiately upon its meeting. 

“ Tn saying this, I am not giving you Mr. Pod’s opinion onh/. 
Some time before I received your letter I was urged by others, 
well nequainted wdth the House of Commons, to take measures for 
securing the product ion of this report, as the point upon which 
would turn all the difficulties or facilities of the next and last ses- 
sion of Parliament. 

** Iwct me entreat you, therefore, to sjiare no effort for the com- 
pletion of this report without further delay. It is really become a 
question of vital importance, and there is no inconvenience that 
ought not to be incurred for the attainment of this object. 

“ Independent of the complaint of neglect^ and of the smpicion 
which the very delay in making flic Keport occasions, the Report 
U really necessary, in order to enable Ministers in the House of 
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Commons to resist effectually the unjustifiable attacks daily made 

upon the Court of Chancery. CCMI. 

“ The business of that Court is not like other business, of which ^ 

A* n« lo^o* 

every person may be supposed to have, or may easily acquire> at 
least a superficial knowledge. Except persons engaged in the 
profession of tlie law, all others are wholly ignorant of what relates 
to Chancery; they do not even know where, or how, to obtain 
information. 

“ The report would not only speak with more or less of authority 
to the House, but it would inibriu your friends, and would furnish 
them with a text upon which tiny could defend you. 

“ I hope I do not appear to press this matter with too much 
importunity, but I am so derjily sensible of its imi)ortance, thgt 1 
should not do my duty if 1 did not urge it in the strongest 
manner. 

“Let us but have the Eejmrt, and all other dillicnltics may he 
fairly encountered; but, without (hat, no person (in the ])ivsent 
heated stale of the public mind upon the subject) can answer for 
the consequence.” * 

During tlic last long vacation, Mr. Pod liad ventured to i:i. 
consult the Cliaiicellor on tlie l)ills whieli he had framed ♦ 

for the improvement of tlie criminal law. These, without in- 
troducing much change into its provisions, most usefidly and I'.i'as for 
laudably condensed and metliodiscd tlic soalterod and dis- Jbraiinjr 
jointed statutes u[)<)n tlie subject, wliicb bad been passed in a i,;,i coili*. 
long succession of aiires. JNLn’c coubl not at tluit time have 
been prudently attempted, and even so iiiucli seems not a 
little to have alarmed tlie Cbanedlor, - - tbough e(Mning from 
one in whom as yet he reposeil such caiididence, and to whom 
he felt himself under deep’ oldigalions. The following was 
his courteous but very caiititnis answer: — 

“ Wfilnosilay vvcniiig. 

“ Dkau Mr. Pkul, 

“ I w'as so convinced tb.it I sliould sec you before this day, lliat 
I delayed troubling you. with any communication about your bills, 
the heads of which you sent me, till wc met, as I supposed we 
should meet, in town. 1 see im objection to your laying tlieni 
before, and procuring the benefit of the opinions of the diidgcH 

• Nov. I6Ui, I8J5. 
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upon them. Indeed I think that absolutely necessary, for they 
have a degree of information upon such subjects, derived from their 
tcrmly meetings upon criminal case?, not publicly argued, which 
may make their opinions very important. I venture to take the 
liberty of saying that I should be glad to have an opportunity 
given to me, after they have formed their opinions, of conversing 
with some of them ; for it docs so happen, that, though as a 
criminal lawyer 1 have very little knowledge, I have lived so much 
longer in the profession than all the Judges but one, that, on some 
subjects, I can give them information derived from eminent 
lawyers now deposited in the urns and sepulchres of mortality, 
which it would do them no harm to receive. It may be so even 
with respect to the Criminal Law. 

“ I liave not heard what were the prevailing reasons as to disso- 
lution or no dissolution. I hope it was fully understood that w'e 
were not to be assailed iijmn the R. C. (piestion. We shall have, 
in a last session, mischief enough without that. 

We have very few partridges here this season, and those few 
very Avild. 

“ I am, dear Mr. P(iol, 

“ Alost fajthl’ully and sincerely yours, 

“ Eldon. 

I kill nothing but, as Lord Stowell formerly reported of me — 
Time.’* * 

When Parlhiinent met, the Report of the coininission was 
announced to be forthcoming, and tlic promise of it stopped 
the motion for a renewal of the dreaded order. At last, on 
the 28th of Felnniary, the llejmrt was actually presented 
to both Houses, and ordered to be printed. As it was awe- 
fully voluminous, with a massive , A 2 )peiulix of evidence, there 
was a general disposition to give a reasonable time for consi- 
dering it ; but there being a jActitiou presented to the House 
of Commons from a jicrsoii very j)roperly committed for a 
contempt of the Court of Chancery, Air, Joseph Hume, 
sometimes more zealous than discreet, created a strong feeling 
in favour of tlic Chancellor, l)y declaring that " the greatest 
curse which ever fell on any nation was to have such a Chan- 
cellor and such a Court of Chanccry.”t The Chancellor, rather 


* Pcfl MSS. 
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pleased with this attack^ treated it thus merrily in a letter to 
Lord Encombe : — 

“ You see Mr. Hume called your grandfather a cterse to the 
country. He dignified also the quietest, meekest man in the 
country, with the title of a Jireh randy i. e. the Bishop of London. 
I met tlie Bishop at the Exhibition, and {is it happened to be an 
uncommonly cold diiy, in this most unusually cold weather, I told 
him tluit the curse of the country was so very cold that I hoped 
he would allow him to keep himself warm by sitting next to the 
firebrand; and so we laughed, and amused ourselves with this 
fellow’s impertinence.” 

Mr. Peel, (Icsirons tliat some relief slioulcl be given to the 
suitors in the Court of Chancery as soon Jis possible, wrote to 
Lord Eldon : — 

“ I have spoken to the Attorney (ieneral on the. ,sul»ject of the 
Keport, and entreated him, as the first law offi(!er of the Crown 
in the House of Commons, to take into his own hands any measures 
which may necessarily grow out of the Keport, should it bo fitting 
for those measures to originate in the House of Commons.” 

A bill Avas accordingly prepared for ini[)r()ving the process 
of the Court of Clianccry, jind rendering proceedings there 
more rapid and less costly. This avjis brought in by the 
Attorney General on the 18tli of May, .nnd opened hy him 
in {I very huninoiis manner, lujt I am aiVjiid witJioiit any 
satisfactory explanation, why it h;id not been jn-ep.ared, 
brought in, and carried tw enty years before by Lord Eldon 
himself, who then knciv of his own knowledge Jill the material 
facts stated in the Heport of the Commissioners. 

The bill was now only printed that it iniglit stand over till 
another year, for l\irlianu!nt ivas about to come to a termina- 
tion by laj)se of time, and there ivas, as usual under such 
circumstances, a strong desire to put off all measures of con- 
sequence, for the purpose of Ji voiding disagreeable discussions 
on the hustings. Lord Eldon was not c{illcd U[)Oii to o[>|)osc 
a ‘‘ Catholic Kellcf Hill,” or a “ Dissenters’ Marriage JJill,” 
or a “ Criminal Code Mitigation Bill,” during tJic session 
Avhich was brought to a close on the 31st of M{iy. The time 
of both Houses had been almost entirely taken up in devising 
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measures to meet the commercial distress caused by the un- 
exampled panic in the money market which had occurred in 
the autumn of the preceding year ; and the Chancellor had 
never been called upon to take part in debate. 

Mr. Peel, naturally desirous to keep him in good humour, 
and to soften his opposition to the plan for reforming the 
penal code, wrote him the following letter, giving, perhaps, 
a disproportionate importance to a common incident : — 

“(Private and confidential.) Whitehall^ June S.^d, 1826’. 

“ My DKAK CllANCKLLOIJ, 

“ I cannot help reporting to you tlie manner in which your 
health was received the otlicr day at a meeting of about 700 per- 
sons, who were assembled at the mayor’s dinner at Norwich. 

“ I never Avitnessed a strong(*r manifestation of attachment 
and res])ect — a more dc^cided proof that tlic calumnies of disap- 
pointed law3'^ers, and a malignant press, have not abated one jot of 
the real estimation in wliich you arc held. I wish you could have 
been present. “ Ever yours, 

“ Koukrt Pki-x. 

‘‘ The dinner comprised tlui Avhole of the res])ectal)ility of tlie 
city of Norwieli, and many of the first families of the county.” * 

The Clianecllor, much gratified, returned the following 
answer : — 

“(Private and ronfidential.) 

“Dkau Mu. Pkiu., 

‘‘Many tlianks to 3011 for 30111* letter — and for anotlier proof 
of that attention to my character and comfort, for which I have 
been so often and so much obliged. T am as much aware as any 
other person can be of my defects as a Judge, and I am .so often 
angry at myself that I ought not to be surju-ised to find that others 
are not pleased with me. As 101113’' political conduct, it has hecu 
either all right, or all wrong, for in the forl3'-three years in wliich 
I have been in Parliament, there has been no change, 1 think, in 
the charact(*r of that conduct, or the priiici[)les by which it has been 
reguUito<l. Tile proceeding at Norwich is a most comfortable set- 
off, as wc lawyers should say, againsl; the malignity Avhich has 
been so bitter, as in some measure to defeat its own purposes. 

“ Set-otfs I don’t, at present, like. In peerages and in elections 
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we see nothing but set-offs of Papists against Protestants — and 
which I fear will lead to propositions about compromises in Par- 
liament, which will cither lead to a dissolution of it, or to adop- 
tion of some concessions to the Catholics which >vill give them 
the place whereupon they may stand, and hereafter remove from 
its foundations our Protestant Establishment. 

“ Yours, dear Sir, most truly and sincerely, 

“ Eldox. 

*‘24th June, 

Little was It then foreseen that within three years these 
distinguished men, now so cordially unitcMl, were to act such 
opposite parts on a subject which hitherto had formed the 
great bond of union between them! 

Parliament not sitting, the Chancellor had now only to 
attend to his business in the Court of Chancery, which he 
seems to have done with much vigour. Thus, on the eve of the 
long vacation, he wrote to Lady Framres : — ‘‘1 liave worn 
out my counsel pretty comjdetcly. Hicy seem all as tired 
as a pack of hounds at the end of a long cliase, whilst I re- 
main, like a weU-dise.i[)liiicd an<l well-trained huntsman, not 
the least fatigued with the labour of keejnng up with them. 
They wish, perha])S, to make the world think that I j)iit an 
end to business. I heartily wish it was at an end; but I had 
rather that tlie world should believe that the cessation of 
work is their doing.” 

Ilis colleagucis, ])leased to have got through the last ses- 
sion so quietly, and looking forward with some <lismay to 
Chancery Kef or m being used as the grand ‘‘ battle horse ” in 
the new Parliament, now earnestly urged on tluj projeeded 
measure, — and wrote the fallowing letters : — 

Mr. Kohinson^ to Mr. Peel. 

** My T>EAU Pkkl, 

‘‘I am satisfied that we .sliall be involved in inextricable dilli- 
culties, and much public rnist'hief will follow, if we have nothing 
to propose next session upon the subject of Chancery ; and, if the 

• Peel MSS. 
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satisfactory arrangement of that something depends upon the 
readiness of the Treasury to find pecuniary means, the means must 
be found.” 


Lord Liverpool to Mr, Peel, 


“ Fife House, Sept. 2nd, 1826. 


“ Mr DEAR Peel, 

“ I return the enclosed papers, and I can entertain no doubt that 
it is our duty, at the very earliest practicable period of the next 
session of Parliament, to bring in measures for giving effect to the 
recommendations of the Chancery commissioners. 

“Tlicre may, undoubtedly, be points on which there may be 
difference of opinion ; but in all cases where we have not the most 
clear and satisfactory reasons to urge against tlie opinion of the 
commissioners, we ought in this, as we have done in other com- 
missions, to assume that the commissioners arc right. 

“ Indeed the value of such commissions is, that they arc a mode 
of bringing points of dilference to a decision, which arc never 
likely to be decided in any other way. 

“ With respect to the necessary funds : it will be the duty of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer and of myself, to propose to 
liament wliatcver may be requisite for any just and equitable 
purpose. Judging from the past, 1 do not tlnnk there would be 
liny disposition in Parliament to be illiberal on this head ; but, if 
we sliould be mistaken, let tlie blame then lie ’with Parliament, 
and do not let us bring it upon ourselves.” 


Mr, Peel to the Chancellor, 

“ Whltuliall, Sept. 7tli, 1826. 

“ My dear Chancellor, 

“ I sent to Lord Liverpool and the Chancellor of the Excliequcr 
the letter w’hich w as addressed to you by Courtenay, and which 
you sent to me. 

“ 1 begged their immediate consideration of that part of 
Courtenay’s letter in particular, which referred to the expense 
which the adoption of some of the recommendations of the 
Chancery commission might entail. 

** Enclosed arc copies of the answers which I received from 
them. They intimate a readiness on their part to provide the 
pecuniary means of giving effect to the Report of the commission. 

“ You will perceive that Robinson suggests that the Suitors’ 
Fund might possibly, without injustice, be drawni upon; but 
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should there he valid objections to the appropriation of that fund 
to tlie purposes in question, neither he nor Lord Liverpool would, 
I am confident, object to propose to Parliament to make the 
necessary provision out of the public funds. 

“ The enclosed letters appear to me to give full authority to 
proceed in making such arrangements as can be made witliout the 
intervention of Parliament’s autliority ; of course I mean so far 
as considerations of expense are concerned.” 


It Avoiild seem tliut in consecjiicncc of this urgency, or for 
some other mysterious reason. Lord Kldon had again sent in 
his resignation, but probably not with more seriousness than 
upon Queen Caroline’s being about to piifchasc the house 
next door to him in Hamilton Place, or upon Sir Francis 
llurdett’s order for a return of Chancery arrears. There had 
been a rumour of Lord (i Ilford being his successor, and this 
arrangement at some very distant day he j)r(d>ahly would 
liavc preferred to any other; but I cannot believe that as yet 
he had any serious design to retire. His health and vigour 
were unimpaired ; he must naturally have desired to super- 
intend the measures for the reformation of his Court; and if 
personal abuse refpiired him to remain in ofliee, that motive 
ought to have now ojxjrated with double strength. JJut, 
while affecting or really entertaining the purj)osc of re- 
signing, lie heard the melancholy news of Lord (liflbrd’s 
death. The first letter he received on this subject was the 
following from I^ord Livcrijool : — 


Coonibe Wood, Sept. 5tli, IBUG. 


’ My dear Loud, 

“ You will of course have beurd tlie nudaiielioly and unexpcjcled 
death of Lord Gifford. He is a \ery great biss at this lime, both 
public and private. I scud you the aeeouuts wliieh I liave re- 
ceived of his illness, wbicli I will be obliged to you to return Avhen 
I see you. 

“ I shall be in town to-morrow morning: may I re(|uest of you 
to call upon me eitlier at one or two o’clock, as may best suit, or, 
if any thing should detain you at home, I would come to you in 
namilton Place. 

“I promise you that I will speak to no one upon tlie con- 
sequences till I have s<?en yon. Having, however, r( eeive<l liy the 
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CHAP, attention of my friend Mr. Latham of Dover, an account yesterday 
of Lord Gilfonrs extreme danger, it was impossible I should not 
A JK 1826 miml, during the night, what was to arise if we were 

so unfortunate as to lose him. 

1 confess to you the present inclination of iny mind is, that 
the Attorney General should be made to accept tlie Mastership of 
the liolls. lie has no competitor at tlie Bar, at least on our side, 
nor any on the Bench, who can compete with liiin in tlie highest 
liononrs of tlie profession. Indeed 1 know not what else can be 
done which would not increase all prospective difhculties to an 
immense degree. 

“ Do not return any answer to this letter, or at least to this 
suggestion ; but turn it well over in your mind, and let us talk of 
it when we meet to-morrow.” 

Lord Eldon, at this time, was on the most cordial terms 
with the Home Secretary, who happened to be ilien at Dray- 
ton Manor, his scat in Staffordshire, and to him lie wrote the 
following letter : — 

“ (Most private nnd confidential.) 

“ Mv DKAU IMu. Pkki., 

Lord KU “The death of the M. Rolls i.s a great [irivatr* and public loss, 
don^to Afr. J think lie would, if he had eonlimied to live, have corrected that 
ojiiniori in the public iiiiml, which had certainly, in a degree, lately 
l.ord (Jif- laid hold of it ; and which, perhaps, [loor lellow, was generated in 
it by the industry of some who envietl his rapid professional ad- 
vancement, more than by any other assignable cause. But he is no 
more — and I am mistaken if you don’t Jind Iiirn much lamented, 

■ and his (pialilications for jirofessional .situations, whatever they 

might be, now ulino.^t universally acknowledged. 

“Of course, the MiiiL is now looking for a successor — he 
naturally looks to Copley. I doubt extremely whether ho will 
accept the otliec of M. U., even wiili the prospect of jiosscssiiig the 
Great Seal. His professional cmoliiuieiit.s must be very great; — 
the object for him naturally to look to is the King’s Bench, and 
ri'port, as to the health of the Chief Justice, does not represent 
the prospect of attaining that object as at a distance. I have 
stated to Lord L., who Iius conducted himself to mo, a.s to this, 
very respectfully, niy apprelicnsions that he will decline the Rolls 
— he ought not perhaps — yet a man of his eminence in that part * 
of the profession in which he has been engaged, he may probably 
feel unwilling to go into a Court of Equity as a Judge, never 
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having been in one as a counsel — and especially in that Equity 
Court in which much business is ratlier business of form, than re- 
quiring the exercise of a powerful intellect. 

“ I don’t know why I have written what you have read before 
you reach this part of this sheet. My purpose was only to loll 
you, that I thought it my duty to the public to mention to Lord 
L. that, as it was impossible that at my time of life I could remain 
long in office, even if I wished to do so, it might be worth his 
considering whether it might not be usefid, if both the ChanP. 
and the Office of the Rolls were vacant, and a general arrange- 
ment as to the Chancery Ollices should now be made, instead of 
that interim and partial arrangement of fiHing up the Rolls only 
for a time, lie stated some weighty objections to this, and con- 
tinues to object to it. He thinks that C'opley would go better to 
the CbanccllorP. with a little experi'mee gained at the Rolls ; and 
I think he feeds an uiiwillingnoss that my departure should pre- 
cede what may come forward upon the Catholic rpiestion — there 
could, too, be no objection to Cophy’s going fnun the Rolls to the 
K, IL, as Kenyon did. He has always refused briels in Seoteli 
causes — wliieli looks as if bis views were directed to tlu.'. K. R., 
and not to the office of Chancellor, w ho must h(‘ar so many Seoleh 
causes. 

• “ LTiifortunatcly, he is out of toAvn, so that it has Ikjcii impos- 
sible, and the ratlier because it is not known w Ii<*rc he is, to hairn 
what his feelings are. 

“The notion is that be should nmiain, if he takes the otiicc, in 
the H. of Commons, at least till the C’liaiieery Rill is got through 
there. You will excuse tie; trouble wdii**li I am now giving you, 
and giving you iu perfect eoufidene<\ Rut I wished to state to 
you, tliat I should certainly feel it to he my duty not to allow any 
consideration respecting myself to oh.-truct, iuipr ch*, or diday any 
arningemciit which should lx* thought for the public interest. T 
do feel a great anxiety to protect myself upon this oc-easion from 
the imputation of clinging to otlic-e, and that too in my Tffih 
year. I >vrite this from the Olliee over which you preside — not 
finding you Jiere, I say what I learnt in my sehoolhoy days: 
“ Quod diccre non jiotui scriberc jiissit arnor.” You will please to 
construe this word amor, as Latin for cordial and affectionate 
. respect. I have detained you too long. 1 have no wish to remain 
in office, and tlierefore 1 saerificc nothing by counteracting any 
wish, if, for tlie jmrpose of the most desirable objc/ct, I retire. I 
shall be abused for remaining even some short’ time longer; but 
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the same considerations of public duty, which would determine me 
for the public to retire, will determine me also, if that be right, 
to remain for a while, if those whom I respect think that I ought 
so to do for the public interest ; and in their good opinion I shall 
seek for shelter against the storms of abuse, which represent me as 
unreasonably and improperly clinging in old age to office. 

“ I am, dear Mr. Peel, 

Y*^. faith*, and affee*®. servant and friend, 

“ Eldon.” 

Mr. Peel, good-naturedly professing to believe that the 
Chancellor really wished to retire, and was only reluctantly 
induced to hold the Great Seal a little longer for the public 
good, sent him this answer : — 

“ Dmyloii Manor, Sept. lOth, 1826. 

DKAR CllANCELLOK, 

am confident, that on every account, public and private, you 
have determined wisely in not now pressing your resignation. 
By private account, I nu^an that you have consulted what is duo, 
not to your case, but to your high and unblemished character, by 
consenting, for a time, to give to the public the continued benefit 
of your knowledge and experience, rather tlian subject them to the 
inconvenience of having two new Erpiity diidges at the same time. 

“ Supposing Coph'.y to accept the Hulls, what must be done as to 
the Attorney and Sulicitorship (jleiieral? Any thing which you 
mayAvritc. to me on that head I will, if you shall wish it, consider 
most strictly confidential. Believe me, my dear Chancellor, no 
man, whose good opinu)n you value, will hoar of your continu- 
ance in office with any other feelings than those of satisfaction. 

“I doubt whether under pr(*sent circumstances you could over- 
come the King’s reluctance to lose your invaluable services — I 
really doubt whether he woiihl accept the Seals from your hands.” 

These solicitations were not to be resisted, and Lord El- 
don once more, multa //o/if suffered the Grciit Seal to re- 
main ill his hands. He thus (I think with ill-suppressed 
glee) announced to Lady Frances the violence that had been 
practised upon him : — 

“ Coi>h»y is to he the new Master of the Bolls. He has ac- 
cepted. IJpon this occasion, as I thought it more for the public 
interest, and certainly for my comfort and happiness, that they 
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should attempt a general and permanent arrangement of the law 
offices, instead of making appointments from time to time as vacan- 
cies happen, I have strongly and repeatedly pressed for my own 
retirement noic from the labours I undergo ; but, notwithstanding 
all my efforts, 1 am unable to succeed, and, abused and calumniated 
as I have been, they arc puzzled how to supply my place, if they 
lot me go. So I suj)pose I must wait aw-hile longer.” 

At the same time the Lord Chancellor sent to tlic Home 
Secretary the following account of the result of his negotia- 
tions with the Attorney General : — 

*'(Mo.st private and coiiSdeiitial.) 

“ Mr DEAR Mu. Peel, 

* * ♦ * * * 

“ With respect to Copley, he accepted the office, and, it api)earcd 
to me, without any doubt about acc(‘pting it. Indeed, though 1 
doubted wlietlier he would ac<n‘jd, as Ik*, never luid Ixion in a Court 
of Equity at all, and never would take* a brief in a Scotch cause, 
3 "et recollecting that the CIian(M*lIorsliip and the ('Iiief dusticeship 
of tlie King’s Jlench may lx; S(xm open, ami, on tlie other hand, a 
change of Administration may not he a thing .«(> impossible in the 
mean time, as to make the acceptance a foolish thing, of an »>ilice 
and house worth 8000/. a year t*or life, which may Ix; accepUal 
■without prejudice to Jiis moving to cither of the, above offices, if 
they liappen to be vacant in <Ine tiim*. 1 think he lias acted very 
prudently, especially taking into the account that he goes to school 
in the lower form (the Rolls) to tjiialify iiim to remove into the 
higher, if he takes the Chancellorship. 

# # * 

“TIis emoluments at the bar wen; very <*onsiderahlc, before he 
was Solicitor — they have of ecxir.^i; since (for sueli always happens 
with a Solicitor (hfiieral) been less — hut I have no doubt, that if 
he quitted that oillce, such emoluments would he very eonsiderahle. 
During the several j-ears in which I was Solicitor, I received an- 
nually considerably less than my profession brought me before I 
accepted the office. I may venture; to .say much beyond 2()()()/. a 
year les.s. It is, therefore, much to he attended to that you should 
not discourage gentlerm*)! from taking the iiflice of Solicitor by not 
allowing them to have tin* fair advantages which vaeamries of 
higher offices may ofler. Indeed, .such encouragement should 
generally be given to the law officers, a.s may lead tlie profession to 
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thitik that when they arrive at those offices they nte ‘heirs to all 
things good,* as they have always been reported to be. 

“ Yours, my dear Sir, most faithfully, 

“ Eldon.** 

This arrangement being completed, and Copley, Master of 
the Rolls, remaining in the House of Commons, Lord Eldon 
took (as it were) a new lease of office — likely to last during 
his natural life. The cry about Chancery Reform had been 
quieted by the new bill, based upon the report of the com- 
missioners ; — there seemed no other annoyance for him to 
dread, — and If there had been no change in the Premiership, 
the probability is, that often again talking of resignation, he 
would have extended his Chancellorship much beyond the 
quarter of a century. 

On account of a dreadful scarcity which prevailed in the 
autumn of this year, accompanied by severe commercial dis- 
tress, an order in council had been made, with the concur- 
rence of the Chancellor, for the introduction of foreign corn 
duty free, — aiul Parliament was called together in November 
to indemnify Ministers for the violation of law, to which they 
had been obliged to resort, for Ihc safety bf the people. The 
bill of indemnity passed with little opposition, and the short 
session passed over very quietly, — without the Chancellor 
bcijig ever called upon to open liis lij>s, — unless, as Si)caker, 
to put the (juestion, and to savs the contents have it.”* 

In the House of Coiumons, Mr. Canning Iiad thrown out 
some sneers against ultra-Toryisni, — whicli induced Cobbett 
thus to address him: — “If the Chancellor be sound wind 
and liinl), and thus continue, (as I am told he is likely to do 
for several years longer,) he will beat you, and any other en- 
terprising free trader, whatever may be the quantum of noise 
that nature has enabled him to make with lus tongue. The 
Lord Chancellor (and his brother still less) is not a great 
talker ; they never shone much in the art of haranguing ; but 
they have had thrcc-foiirths of the governing of this country * 


• Pari. Deb vol. xvi. 
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in their hands for a great many years; and while the Chan- CHAP* 
cellor has the full confidence of a very great majority of the ' 
noblemen and gentlemen, he has at his back, sticking to him don would 
everlastingly, that body called the Churchy of wliich you, 

, 1 . nous over 

great talker as you arc, appear to think so little. Mr. Can- 

Thc Chancellor was very happy in such anticipations ; but 

, , « , .r ^ , Dec. 1826. 

on the very clay or the adjournment a notice was given m the 

House of Commons, by Mr. J. Williams, “That early after 
the recess, he would move for a return of the state of busi- 
ness in the Court of Chancery, — with an account of all cases 
argued and not yet determined — specifying the number of 
times that judgment had been promised in them — and 
postponed.” 

The Chancellor’s peace of mind was again disturbed ; and, 
in great agony, he thus addressed the Home Secretary : — 

('* Private niul confidential.) Sunday nij^lit. 

“ Dear Mr. Peel, 

» * ^ * * « 

“ As to J. Williams* motion, expcncnce has taught me tliat you Kl- 
will do what is right, and T most gratefully acknowledge the pro- 
tection your kindness has hitherto throwm around me. The object tlirwi ned 

of sueli a motion tis he has given notie(». of, cannot be mislaktui. "***‘'*i 

^ ’ spoi-ti ff 

1 do not mean to say tliat, overwhelmed with work as I have been on. Court 

— my attention drsuvn from one subject before it was <lis])Osed of, “tt'han- 
to another, and .so to a third, and a lourtli, &e. i^vc. — counsel ah- *^'^*^^* 
sent, parties not prepared — some blame may not ju.stly he imputed 
to me — it is equal to that which might he imputed to my prede- 
cessors. It is utterly impo.ssilde, however, that, if .such a motion 
is granted by the lIou.se of ('oniinons, I can find tlie lime, w’///7c 
in office, to look into the va.s£ mass of businc.ss wliieli has betui 
before nn*, so as to be able to amend the motion, and render it 
somewhat more ju.st, or, if the motion jias.se.s, to he able, whilst in 
office, to get together the materials neee.s.sary to give information, 
such as, if given, I am satisfied would reduce niy culpability 
to far less than tliat which might be imputed to some wlio liave. 
gone before me, if not to reduce it entirely, wbikst I Jiavc com- 
pleted a quantum of work mucli greater, I believe, tlian tlujy have 
done. But to do this, enqdoyed in the constant duties of office, 
is impossible. 

“ But there is one view of such a motion as this, which allow 

o c; 
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me to exhibit. It is of very inferior consequence what becomes 
of the clmractcr of Lord Eldon^ with respect I mean to the public, 
compared to what becomes of the character of the Chancellor re* 
maining in office^ with respect to the public. 

I am asliamed of myself when 1 think how long I have re- 
mained in office under the circumstances, in which I have been so 
often and so many years placed by the House of Commons — first, 
by M, A. Taylor's committee ; 2dly, and repeatedly, by motions, 
which till you took me under your protection, were neither opposed 
nor grounded upon any reasons given. 

“ Ministers with whom I have been acting have said nothing in 
opposition, and all that 1 could obtain as a reason why they did 
not, was, that they did not understand the matter. Hut did it 
require great exertion of mind to be satislied that the First Law 
Officer of the Crown could not possibly be maintained in the re- 
spect that was due to him for the sake of tlui ])ublie, if attornies, 
solicitors, &c., perhaps those whom, in the due execution of his 
duty he had had to reprove, Averc day by day laying complaints 
before Taylor’s committee for the dislionour of tlic Lord Chan- 
cellor, and if, in almost every year since that committee was 
defunct, all the ollictu's and dissatislied i)raetisers of the Court 
in which the Chancellor presides, have been employed, in getting 
together the materials in obedience to the order of the Commons, 
founded on the motion of some (liscontentedjawyer, wlio had ob- 
tained a seat in Parliament, wliicli materials were to be used to 
his disgrace? How can the Court go on with the magistrate so 
disgraced at the head of it in the opinion of all the officers of his 
Court, Avho should have no feeling towards him but that of unqua- 
lified respect ? I cannot deny that reflections of this nature have 
often made me extremely miserable, though that misery has been 
softened by a conviction that it retpnred more than even these 
proceedings to destroy that just finding towards me which 1 believe 
all the respcctabh} j)art of my Bar and all the ofiicers of my Court 
entertain; notwithstanding the persecution I have endured for 
years. Tim hnvyers in the House of Commons have not adverted 
to this view of the subject — they have endeavoured, and for that 
I am deeply indebted to them, to answer case by case, or rather to 
explain the cases brought foiward, — a thing, however, almost im- 
posaihlc to be done with sufficiency, when matters, long ago , 
occurring, have been forgotten, and neither time nor means can 
be procured for enabling a correct understanding to be forined 
respecting them. 
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“I have agreed to lend myself for a short time, (at the period CHAP, 
of life which I liavc reached, it cannot be but for a very short time,) ^"CVII. 
to assist in the difficulties to which Lord Gifford’s death lias con- 7. » 18‘>0 
tributed ; but my strengtli decreasing, my ability to labour not now 
being equal to the demand upon me for labour, my powers of 
struggling against the vexations, whicli injustice and calumnies 
cannot but occasion, not remaining such as they Avcrc, my convic- 
tion being strong that I owe it to the country no longer to exhibit 
to it a Chancellor unable to proceed with his business, because 
those whose assistance and respect is necessary to the. forwarding 
of business, arc year after year, called upon to employ themselves 
in collecting materials upon whicli censure or disgrace is intended 
to be inflicted on the person at whose feet they sit. All these and 
many other consid(‘rations lead me to say that T must, if Mr. W.’s 
motion passes — not for my own gratilicalion — but from a sense 
of duty to the public — remove the ( »n‘at Seal from the hands of a 
person, who, if it is jirst thus to treat him, certahtly (uight not to 
have that Seal in his hands. To you let me again ex})ress my 
gratitude. 1 sincerely hopcj your father is recovered. I wj*ite this 
from my bed-room — rather bidter than I have been. 

“ Yours, faithfully, 

‘‘ Ki.don.” * 

Mr, Peel promised his zealous support, and the Chaneellor 
hoped, tluit witli the aid of the Chancery Jieibnn Hill,” to 
be introduced by the new Master of the liolls, \Villiams 
& Co.” might be ])ut down, and be might again tide over 
the session. 

But from events over which man liad no control, lusoflicial Dr.iili of 
career ivas now rapidly drawing to a clo.se. The first of these 
was the death of the Heir Prusumjitivc to the tlirom;, wlio a. ». isjv. 
had vowed eternal resistance to Catliolic emancipation, and 
who was naturally much attached to tlic venerable cham])ion 
of the anti-Catholic cause. Lord KIdon alludes to this 
melancholy subject in a letter to his grandson, dated tl an uary 
2d, 1827 : — " The poor Duke of York still exists, contrary 
to what medical men said, as long ago as Sunday last, w>uld 
be the case. My account last niglit from Arlington House 
intimated, tluit his constitution wa.s still as strojig, that his 
existence might endure for some days. His resignation, his 

f 11ic house in ivhich Iiin Uoynl IJj^hness dit if. 
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composure^ the fortitude with which he bears his present stated 
are very, very great. Now, his death is certain^ there is an 
universal gloom, I understand, every where in this town, 
very striking. His death must aifect every man’s political 
situation, — perhaps nobody’s more than my own. It may 
shorten, it may prolong, my stay in office. The * Morning 
Chronicle ' has, I hear, advertised my resignation.” 

Lord Eldon had been often with the Duke during his ilL 
ness, and enjoyed his confidence to the last. He was much 
affected Avhcii he heard of his death on the 5tli of January, 
and some ypars afterwards entered in the “ Anecdote Book,” 
this affectionate testimony to his memory. 

His death occasioned an irreparable loss to the nation. 
His own personal examjdc, as to great political questions, 
would have done much for the country. He had, moreover, 
great influence with his Majesty ; he showed me a correspond- 
ence he had had with his Majesty upon political questions, and 
the proper persons to be continued or to be appointed his Mi- 
nisters, in which, as well as 1 could judge, his judgment was 
much governed by what had been, and what he thought 
would be, the conduct of each person as to the Catholic 
claims. This was shown to me sliortly before his death; 
and very shortly before his death he predicted that change of 
Ministry >vhich soon after his death took place. I firmly 
believe that that change would not have taken place if he had 
lived ; we never shall look upon his like again. His exist- 
ence appeared to me to be essential to the effectual counter- 
acting that influence, which soon after his death prcvjiilcd, 
to place at the head of the Admmistration the great advocate 
in the House of Commons of the Roman Catholic claims, to 
whom the greatest aversion had been often expressed in the 
highest place.” * 

Lord Eldon attended the Duke’s funeral in St. Geoige’a 
Chapel, Windsor, at eminent risk to his health from the cold 
and damp of the season and of the place, but effectually 

* There is added a sarcasm on Mr. Canning, for liaving, a short period before 
his advancement, courted tho^e whose principles (save on the Catholic question) 
he, as an Anti- Jacobin and Anti- Radical, had been combating in youth imd in 
manhood. 
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protected himself^ while younger men suffered, by laying his 
cocked-hat on the flag-stones and standing upon it. A relic 
of the deceased was treated in Ilnmilton Place as if it had 
belonged to a Saint, and would operate as a charm against all 
evil : — We had a lock of the Duke’s liair sent us (says the 
Earl to his grandson), and we have each had some put into a 
little gold case, which we wear with our watch-chains. 
Mamma [Lady Eldon] would not trust the lock of hair out 
of the house, and therefore, had a person from Hamlet’s come 
to the house to put tlie Iiair hi to the gohleii receptacles.” 

This calamity was soon followed by another, which pro- 
duced more immediate consequences in the government of the 
country. Lord Liverpool, who, without brilliant talents, 
well understood how to manage the mind of George IV., ns 
well as parliamentary majorities, was universjilly respected 
for his spotless integrity, and delicately trimmed tluj balance 
between the Catholics and the Protestants in the Cabinet, — 
but while little past the middle period of life, and with health, 
although impaired, permitting the full exercise of his official 
functions, he was suddenly struck with apoplexy. The fol- 
lowing account of the catastrophe was next day sent to Lady 
Frances Bankes by her father, — already haunted by tlie 
dread of Canning : — 

“ We are at present, fromJjord Liverpool’s slate, in groat trouble. 
Poor fellow! yesterday morning, after breakfast, lla^ servant, sur- 
prised that he did not ring liis bell, went into tlie roojn and foujid 
him on the floor in a violent apopleetic fit, (piite senseless. 1 never 
saw him better or more cheerful tlian he was on Friday afternoon 
in the House of Lonls. 

“ He is very little, perhaps a shade, better to-day ; but his life is 
very uncertain, and it is quite certain that, as an oflieial man, he 
is no more. This is a most tremendous blow, under ^ircsent cir- 
cumstances^ to the public, and its effects upon individuals must 
be important. Heaven knows who will succeed him. Peel went 
down to Brighton to inform tlie King of the event ; at the time I 
write he is not returned. If other things made it certain that, 
he would otherwise succeed him, I should suppose Cunning’s liealth 
would not let him undertake the labour of the situation. But am- 
bition will attempt any thing.” 
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To a similar statement which Lord Eldon sent to his grand- 
son, he adds : — 

“ This, at any time, would be an event of importance : so imme- 
diately after the Duke of York’s death, and upon the eve of the 
days when the great questions of the Corn Trade and Catholic 
Emancipation are to be discussed and decided, it is of importance 
so great, that nobody can be certain whether it is not of so much 
importance as to render almost certain wrong decisions upon those 
vital questions. 

“ Nobody knows, and nobody can conjecture with probability, 
how soon the illness of the Minister will, as it seemingly must, 
dissolve the Administration, or how another is to be formed and 
composed. Speculation, as to this, is very busy, and politicians 
are all at work. The Opposition are in high spirits, and con- 
fidently expecting to enjoy the loaves and the fishes. They may — 
but they also may not — be disappointed.” 

Lord Livciq)ool languished some inontlis, but his recovery 
was known to be impossible, and a ministerial crisis arose, — 
one of the most remarkable in the history of parties in Eng- 
land. Although accounts were given out to the jiiiblic that 
the Prime Minister was better, and business in’occeded in 
Parliament for some time as if lie liad only been disabled. by 
a temporary indis[)Osition, all connected with the Govcimmcnt 
knew his true .situation, and the necessity for appointing a 
successor. Mr. Canning conceived that he himself had the 
best claim to the vacant post, as since the death of Lord Cas- 
tlorcagh lie liad been leader of the House of Commons, and 
been considered the sccoml in the Cabinet, — but lie wa8 
obnoxious to the Anti- Catholic party on account of his prin- 
cijdes, and he was personally disliked by Lord Eldon. Mr. 
Peel from the beginning of the controversy resolved that he 
would not form part of an Administration with Mr. Canning 
as its chief, but did not propose to step over liis head, and 
professed a wish, that to preserve the system which had pre- 
vailed under Lord Liverpool, an Anti- Catholic peer, fit for 
the situation, should be appointed, the other Ministers re- 
taining their offices. But where was such a peer to be disi^ 
covered? for as yet the Duke of Wellington declared that 
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it would be worse than madness for him to aspire to be 
Prime Minister.” 

Lord Eldon was keenly hostile to Canning, though by no 
means determined not to serve under him ; but he did not 
venture to propose Peel ; and, seeing the difficulty of fixing 
upon another Anti-Catholic chief, contrary to his habit on 
similar occasions, he remained long inactive, wliilc Canning 
and Peel were bringing forward their separate pretensions and 
views. The King in liis heart deculedly favoured the prin- 
ciples of the Anti-Catholic section of the Cal)inet, but he was 
under influences which inclined him, on personal consider- 
ations, to their opponents ; and if it had not been from his 
standing considerably in awe of* Lord Eldon, he [)robably 
would early have declared for Canning. His object was to 
combine both advantages, and, selecting the Pro-Catholie can- 
didate for Prime Minister, with an Anti-Catholic pledge, to 
induce his Anti-Catholic colleagues to submit to him. Of 
Lord Eldon lie had good liopes when it slunild come to the 
pinch ; and the grand effort was to bend the inflexibility of 
Peel. 

As yet no notice had been taken in Parliament of Lord 
Liverpool’s illness, and the husiness of hotli Houses jiroeeeded 
as usual. On the 27tli of February, Sir .lolm C^)pley, 
as Master of the Polls, introduced in the (’ommons, the 
Bill for reforming the proceedings In the. Court of Chan- 
cery, which had been much iuijirovcd siuet3 tlie juecisding 
session ; but it made no f’urtlier progress. A motion was 
then made, directed against the Lord ChaneiPor, for a 
return of all the arrears in liis Court — specifying llie cases 
standing for judgment — witli the periods which liad elapsed 
since the hearings were finisliod — and the* number of times 
they had stood in the paper for being finally disposed of.” 

This motion, again, caused great alarm to the object of it, 
but it was speciously resisted by Mr. Peel, on the ground 
that all useful information respecting these matters was to he 
found in the Report of the Chancery commission, and it was 
rejected by a majority of 132 to 66.* 
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In the House of Lords, too, the Lord Chancellor was 
" turned out for a day’s sport,” as some styled it, — or, as he 
himself said in the Newcastle phrase, was “ hauled over the 
coals.” In allusion to the pending negotiations, he was re- 
presented as the great obstacle to a satisfactory arrangement 
being made, and the House was taunted with being governed 
in all its resolves by his influence. In answer he said : God 
forbid that it should be the fact ! His own confident opinion 
was, that their Lordships’ decisions were those of a Protestant 
House of l^ailiamcnt in a Protestant empire, — pfiying only 
a proper attention to the honest declarations of the opinions 
of one of the members of that House, — for he was too well 
acquainted with his own imperfections (and he said this as a 
man approaching to his grave) to suppose that their Lord- 
ships were guided by his authority in a matter of such great 
importance. He only wished so to conduct himself, that the 
subjects of a Protestant King, and a Protestant Parliament, 
might be convinced that he went to the grave without having 
lessened the security which the country had for the enjoy- 
ment of civil and religious liberty.” — Becoming deeply af- 
fected, he cxc^laimcd : No man in the kingdom is a greater 
friend to toleration than I am. Upon this ground I hope 
and trust (I should say so if these were the last words 
I shall ever utter, — and I am approaching quickly to the 
end of my days) — 1 hope and trust that your Lordships, 
both for the sake of iha Protestant and of the Catholic sub- 
jects of this empire, will preserve that Constitution w'hich 
has been earned by the exertions of your ancestors. In con- 
clusion, I will state to the Konian Catholics, that, with my 
consent, they shall have every thing, except power, in a Pro- 
testant state.” * — This was the last time he ever addressed 
the House as Chancellor. 

In the beginning of April, the public became dissatis- 
fied with I)cing so long without a Government, and notice 
was taken in Pailiamcnt t of the unreasonable delays which 
had occurred from the conflict of contending factions. 


* 16 Hansard, 1285. 


t 17 Jb. 280. 391. 
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Lord Eldon, seemingly mucli disturbed, thus addressed his 
daughter : — 

“ \Vednescl«y. 

“ This must be a sliort scrap. I cannot help it in tlic distressed 
state in which the unsettled stale ^ of Administration is, and the ne- 
cessity of speedily settling it. I tliink — wdio could have thought 
it ? — that Mr. Canning will have his own way. I guess that I, 
Wellington, Peel, Bathurst, Westmorland, &c., will be out.” 

And a few days after, when Ins apprehensions were still 
more raised, he wrote : — 

" There seems again to bo some uncertainty whether Lord 
Lansdownc and a few AVliigs have joined Mr. C. ; but \imll be so, 
I have no doubt. 

“ The whole conversation in this town is made up of abusive, 
bitterly abusive talk, of people about cadi otlier — all fire and 
dame. 1 have known nothing like it. 

“ To be sure never was so juebald an Administration as tins 
is likely to be, if it is finally formed by the junction of some of the 
Whigs.” 

He had now several interviews with the King, wlio em- 
ployed him to negotiate with Air. Peel. In conse(|ucncc, he 
saw this resolute Alinister on the 9th of Aj>rll, aiul afterwards 
received from liim tlie two following letters to be laid hdbre 
his Alajcsty : — 

“ Whitehall, April 9lh, 18‘27. 

“AIy dear ClIANCELLOK, 

‘‘To prevent misconception, allow me to commit to writing the 
purport of what I said to you tliis morning. 

“ Aly earnest wish is to see the present (loveriirnent retained in 
his Majesty’s service on the footing on which it stood at the time 
of Lord Liverpool’s misfortune. I am content with iny own 
position, and wish for no advancement or change. l)i tiering on the 
Catholic question from every one of my colleagues in the Govern- 
ment who is a member of the House of Commons, still I have b(;en 
enabled to act cordially with them, and niudi to my satisfaetioii, on 
other matters. I esteem and respect them, and should consider- it 
a great misfortullc, were his Alajcsty to lo.se the services of any 
one of them, hut particularly of Canning. 

* Sic ill orig., anil so priiKeJ by Mr. 'J’wiss. 
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I can say with truth, that on all matters of domestic and ge- 
neral i)olicy (with the exception of the Catholic question) my 
opinions are in accordance with theirs. In regarding the interests 
of the country, and the position of the Government, I cannot con- 
fine my views to the Catholic question alone. Our differences on 
that question are a great evil ; but they ought not to make us 
forget that on otiicr subjects, some of not less importance — Par- 
liamentary lleform, for instance — we are united. On the Catho- 
lic question the ITousc of‘ Commons recently divided, 276 to 272. 
Is not such a division an answer to those who demand an united 
Government, either in favour of, or opposition to, the Catholic 
claims ? 

“ You informed me that the King had mentioned to you yester- 
day, that I feared I should have great difficulty in remaining in 
office if Canning were placed in the situation of Prime Minister. 
As his Majesty has mentioned this to you, I may, in writing to you 
now, break that silence which 1 have hitherto maintained on a 
sul)j(*ct of so mucli delicacy. 

“ The difiiculty to which his Majesty nd'erred arises out of the 
Catholic question, and I must say out of that alone. If I agreed 
with Canning on that question, or if his opinions had been the 
same with liord Liverpool’s, I should not have hesitated to reninin 
in office, had liis Majesty coinniissioned Canning to form a 
Governineiil, and had Canning proposed to me that I sliould form 
a part of it. 

“ My own position, with respect to the Catliolic question, and 
witli respect also to the particular duties which luy office devolves 
upon me, is a peculiar one. 1 have, for many years, taken a Icad- 
ing part in the House of Commons in opposition to the Homan 
Catholic claims ; and for the last five years (God knows not with- 
out serious difficulty an<l einharrassnicnt) I have filled that office 
which is mainly responsible for the administration of affairs in 
Ireland. 

“ Can I see the iiiilnenee of the office of Prime Minister trans- 
ferred from iiord LiverpooMo Canning, and added to that of leader 
of the House of Commons, without subjecting jnysclf to miscon- 
struction with respect to my views on the Catholic question ? Can it 
be so transferred Avithont affecting my particular situation as Secre- 
tary for the Home Department, and my Aveight^and efficiency in 
the administration of Irish affairs ? It is Avith deep and unaffected 
regret that I nnsAver these questions in the negative. You Avill 
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perceive, at the same time, that no small part of my difficulty is a 
peculiar and personal one. It arises partly from the very marked 
course I have taken on the Catholic (piestion — partly from the 
particular office in which circumstances have placed me, and the 
particular relation in which I stand to Ireland and Irish affairs. 
Others of my colleagues, wdio concur Avith me gcmcrally on the 
Catholic question, may not feel this difficulty. I Avill not seek, 
directly or indirectly, to influence their judgment : my first wish is 
to see the present (perhaps I should ratlicr say the late) Adminis- 
tration reconstituted precisely on the footing on which it stood 
Avhen Lord Liverpool was at its head. Jf this be impossible, can 
it be reconstituted by Canning, I alone retiring ? 

“If it can, I shall retire in perfect good humour, and without 
the slightest disappointment, though certainly not witliout regret. 

“ I shall continue, out of ollice, to act upon the principles on 
which I have hitherto acted ; and cannot but feel that, if the Go- 
vernment shall remain in the hands of my former colh.*agues, 1 
shall be enabl(^d, in conformity Avith those j)rinciples, to give* it a 
general support. I have Avrillen this in great haste ; and as you 
are so soon to see his Majesty, I haA^e hardly Jind time to read it 
over. Ever, iny dear Lonl, 

“ Most faithfully yours, 

“ Koukut Pki*:!.. 

“ P. S. — I hope tliat I cxplaijied, entirely to your own satisfae- 
tion, the reason Avhy 1 had not opened my lij)s to yon on tlie snbjeet 
of the present state of affairs as eonnected with the [)osilion of the 
Government until this morning,'* 

Mr. Ped to the J.ord Chanedtor, 

“ Whiicliali, Aj>rii IH‘ 27 . 

“ My dear Cjiancei.kor, 

“What I said Avith respect to a Protestant peer at llie head of 
the Government Avas this, — That if a pe<T of sutruricuit weight and 
influence could be I'ound avIiosi* general j>rineiph;s Avere in accord- 
ance with those of Lord Liveiqaiol, — the aj)poinlifieiit of such a 
peer to be head of tlie Goveriiriient Avonld be quite unobjectionable 
to me, so far as 1 am personally concerned. It might be difficult to 
find such a person, because I think he ought to be a peer of iiairH; 
and character, and ability also sufficient to sustain tlie part of 
Prime Minister. 

“ I certainly did say to his Majesty that I couM not advise the 
attempt to form an exclusive Protestant Governraciit ; that J fiould 
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not be a party even to the attempt, should it be contemplated ; but 
his Majesty was, I am confident, of the same opinion. 

I said, also, that I was out of the question as the head of a 
Government, under that arrangement which I consider by far the 
best that could be made — namely, the reconstitution of the late 
Administration ; because it was quite impossible for Canning to 
acquiesce in my. appointment. 

“ I wish to remain as I am, acting with him, he being leader of 
the House of Commons, with the just influence and authority of 
that station, subject, of course, to what I stated in my first letter. 

“ Ever yours, 

“ Robert Peel,” 

Ijord Eldon had another audience of the King on the 
morning of the 10th, when his Majesty intimated to him 
that, although Mr. Peel was inflexible, and liis valuable ser- 
vices for the present must be lost, yet, as there seemed no 
way in which the Government could bo reconstructed on the 
principle be suggested, bis Majesty had resolved to com- 
mission Mr. Canning to lay before him the plan of a new 
Administration, of which himself was to be the head. It is 
a curious fact, that Lord Eldon not only did not then dis- 
close any intoiltiun of resigning, hut actually gave the King 
reason to believe that he would continue in office, and sup- 
port the new Prime Minister. Still more curious is it, that 
the same day he held the same language to Mr. Canning 
himself. He is, therefore, entirely free from the charge — 
afterwards most pertinaciously brought against him — of 
having combined with other Anti -Catholic members of the 
Cabinet, to deprive the King pf the choice of his Ministers 
by a threat that, if Mr. Canning w ere put at the head of the 
Treasury, they would all resign, — although he seems by no 
means entitled to the credit he took to himself, of having 
resolved from tlie beginning, that lie never would hold the 
Great Seal under a Pro- Catholic Prime Minister. 

What changed the purpose which he certainly appears 
to have entertained on the 1 0th of April, we can only con- 
jecture ; for the next fact which we positively know is, that 
early on the 12th, without any previous communication of his 
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intention, he sent his resignation to Mr. Canning, — who re- CHAP, 
ceived it when he was actually in the King’s closet, about " 
to kiss hands as First Lord of the Treasury. The probability ^ 1337 

is, that Lord Eldon, in the intermediate time, had formed his Lord Kl- 
resolution to resign — finding that not only Sir Robert Peel, 
but all the Anti-Catholic members of the Cabinet, had re- resigno. 
signed, — so that he could not remain with any decency, — 
and believing that, upon such a general defection, Mr. Canning 
could not stand, — so that they must all be speedily restored. 

There can be no doubt that he might have continued to 
hold the Great Seal, if he had been so inclined ; for 
George IV., at this time, being strongly Anti-Catholic, it 
was arranged that he should have an Anti-Catholic Keeper 
of liis Conscience,” — and who so fit for that ])urposc ? But sjr Joim 
no further attempt was made to retain him, and the rcsolu- 
tion was formed to offer the Great Seal to Sir John Copley, cdlor. 
who — of course without any reference to the King’s opinion 
on the requisite condition of Anti-Catholicism in the Chan- 
cellor — luckily happened at this moment to be much alarmed 
by the danger to the Church from any further concession to 
the Catholics. 

It was accordingly stated to Lord Eldon, with all the 
forms of civility, that his resignation was accepted; and lie 
himself announced from the bench, that lie only held the 
Great Seal for the purpose of giving judgment in eases which 
had been argued before him. 

He continued to sit in the Court of Chancery nearly three 
weeks — the time being prolonged from the difficulty Mr. 

Canning had experienced in ’filling up Jiis Cabinet. When 
he understood that the ministerial arrangements were nearly 
completed, he courteously wrote to Lord Lyndhurst to con- 
grsitulate him, and to inquire when it would be convenient 
that the transfer of the Great Seal should take place. lie 
received the following becoming ans\ver: — 

** George Street, April 26 ih. 

. « My dear Lord, 

**1 thank your Lordship for your kind congratulations with 
respect to the change of the custody of the Seal. Nothing more dun frcmi 
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has been stated to me than a wish that it should take place befoi^ 
the meeting of the House of Lords. I beg your Lordship will^ in 
every particular,, consult your own convenience, to which it will be 
my greatest pleasure to conform. If your Lordship will permit me, 
I will wait upon you after I have made the necessary inquiries, 
and inform your Lordship of the result. Believe me, my dear 
Lord (with the deepest sense of your uniform kindness to me), to 
remain, with unfeigned respect, 

‘‘ Your Lordship’s faithful servant, 

“ Lyndhuhst.” 


The Great Seal was actually delivered up by Lord Eldon, 
at Carlton House, on Monday, the Ist of May, 1827. We 
have an account of this ceremony from himself, in the 
following letter to his daughter : — 


“ May 2d, 1827. 

“ My EVEH ueah Fkances, 

‘‘ I took my final leave of the King on Monday. The King to 
me personally behaved with kindness. He sent for me on the 
Sunday, as he said he could not prevail upon himself to part with 
me having only the short interview, which the hurry of Monday, 
when the whole change was to be made, would admit. ITis con- 
versation to me was very kind certainly, and it discovered a heart 


that had such afTcctionatc feelings as one cannot but deeply lament 
should, from intrigue and undue influence, not be left to its own 
operations upon the head. Bessy will have told you of the me- 
morial of his feelings towards me, wliich he has sent me ; and her 
pen I think more likely to describe its beauties than mine would 
be, and so I leave that subject. 

‘‘ To-niglit, I presume, we shall have some account to give of our 
conduct in the House of Lords, as Peel did last niglit of his in the 
Commons, in a speech you will of course see in the papers. We, 
who are to account to-night, are Wellington, Bathurst, Melville, 
Westmoreland, and myself. Mine will be short, but I hope satis- 
factory to those who I should wish should be satisfied with my 
conduct 

“1 have now taken my farewell of office. Johnson, in the 
* Rambler,’ or ‘ Idler,’ I forget which, in his concluding essay, 
speaks of every person’s being affected, by what is Uhe b^. 
the finishing of his labours. Is the mind so constituted that it* 
cannot be otherwise than that, for n short season; the change from a 
station of labour and vast importance, to a state of comparatively Ap 
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lind no importance, must feel strango ? 1 bless God, how- 
ever, that he has enabled me, in that state of change, to look back 
to a period of nearly half a century spent in professional and 
judicial situations and stations, with a conviction that the remem- 
brance of the past will gild the future years which His Providence 
may allow to me, not merely with content, but with that satisfaction 
and comfort, and with such happipess, of which the world cannot 
deprive me.’* 

Notwithstanding the conviction of Lord Eldon that the 
complacent remeiubrancc of the past would gild his future 
years, I cannot help suspecting that when he drove home 
from Carlton House without the Purse to l)ear him company, 
he suffered under wliat he considered a sad bereavement, and 
that when he awoke next morning, and looked to the chest 
in which the bauble had been so long carefully guarded by 
him, he felt a bitter pang at the recollection that it was gone, 
and that he should sec its face no moi’e. AVhat a sinking of 
the heart must have come over him when the hour arrived 
for his train-bearer and his mace-bearer to announce to liim 
that the carriage was ready to take him to Westminster Hall, 
and instead of the bustle of the daily procession, he was left 
undisturbed in his breakfast parlour, to pore over a news- 
I)apcr, giving an account of tlic installation of the new 
Ministers I Now he would have been pleased to endure 
the eternal " din of the tongues of counsel,” though more 
grating than the drone of a Scottisli bag[)ipe.* Called upon 
to sign his name — having written Eldon, he inadvertently 
added C., and when he blotted out this letter, the thought 
came into his mind that signatures would no longer produce 

• fees, and that quarter-day would come round without bringing 
a gale of salary. — But what must have been his sensations 
when he entered the House of Lords, and walking, as if by 
instinct — from the habit of twenty-five years —to tlie wool- 
sack, he actually found it occupied by another, and he liad 

* 1st Aug. 1824. ** 1 have some and no small comfort to*day in having my 

• organs of hearing relieved from the eternal din of tlie tongues of counsel. 1 am 
sometimes tormented by the noise of I^dy Gwydir's Scotchmen playing under 
my windows^ upon the Scotch instrument vulgarly called the haypiptM t hut 
there is liiuaiQ in that droning instrument compared to tiie brittle of lawyers* 
tonguet.^^ ilkfer to Lady Franeet. 
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REIGN OF GEORGE 

to take h!s seat on the Opposition bench, which he had so 
long viewed with contempt and abhorrence. Great must 
have been his agony in seeing a Pro-Catholic the organ of the 
Government in this as well as in the other House of Parlia- 
ment — threatening danger to the Protestant Church, — not- 
withstanding the vaunted steady orthodoxy of his successor. 

Nature kindly mitigates bur severest sufferings, and I 
suspect that Lord Eldon, in the sharpness of his grief, found 
some consolation by anticipating the speedy downfal of Mr. 
Canning, and — all papists being banished from power — the 
establishment of a purely Protestant Cabinet. 

Yet he was dreadfully shocked by the valedictory harangue 
of Mr. Peel, which,” he said, might have come from the 
mouth of the vilest Whig.” “ The fact is undeniable,” boasted 
the retiring Secretary, “ that when I first entered on the 
duties of the Home Department, there were laws in existence 
which imposed upon the subjects of this realm unusual and 
galling restrictions ; the fact is undeniable that those laws 
have been effaced. I have the further satisfaction of know- 
ing that there is not a single legislative measure connected 
with my name which has not had for its object some mitiga- 
tion of the severity of the criminal law, — some prevention of 
abuse in the exercise of it, — or some security for its impar- 
tial administration. I may also recollect, with pleasure, that 
during the severest trials to which the manufacturing interests 
have ever been exposed, during the two last years, I have 
preserved internal tranquillity without applying to Parlia- 
ment for any measures of extraordinary severity.” * So much 
was Lord Eldon alarmed by such latitudinarian sentiments 
respecting Suspensions of the Habeas Corpus Act, Coercion 
Bills, and the Mitigation of the Criminal Code, that he said to 
an old friend, You and 1 may not live to see it, but the day 
will come when Mr. Peel will place himself at the head of the 
democracy of England, and will overthrow the Church.” 

Mr. Canning, in his explanation in the House of CommonSj; 
stated distinctly, that he did not understand from the liord. 
Chancellor, on the evening of the 10th of April, that it wa^ 


* 17 Hansard, 411. 
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his intention to i^esign, and that so far from anticipating his 
resignation, the King and himself wqre each under the delu- 
sion that there were the best reasons to expect the support of 
his services in the new arrangement ; the resignation of the 
noble and learned lord, with that of Lord Bexley, only 
reached him when he was in the King’s closet, on the 12th of 
April, the day when he kissed hands as First Lord of the 
Treasury.” He added, It is bare justice to Ijord Eldon to 
say, that his conduct was that of a man of the higlicst feel- 
ings of honour, and that throughout it luul been above all 
exception.”* 

Lord Eldon, in his own exjdanation, was at great pains to 
refute the imputed charge of “ combination” between him 
and some of his late colleagues, which he denominated a 
base and gross falsehood.” He said, “lic had for years been 
meditating whether it was not his duty to resign. Allowing 
the King to have a constitutional right to choose, his Minis- 
ters, every subject must consider wlicthcr, under the selection 
made, lie could usefully serve the public? Having at great 
length vindicated his opinion on the Catholic ([ucstion, he 
observed, that though he found it possible to serve in an Ad- 
ministration having such a man at tlic licad of it as Lord 
LIverj)Ool, yet in an Administration headed by the present 
Prime Minister (to whom he gave full credit for sincerity of 
opinion) he could not serve. The letter which informed him 
who was to be Prime Minister, stated th.Ht tlic Administration 
was to be formed on the same principle as I,iord Livcr[)Oor8, 
but he never could agree that it was so, - Lord Liverpool 
being a zealous opponent of •Catholic emancipation, and tlie 
present Prime Minister its most zealous advocate. He trusted 
that as he had never doubted the sincerity of noble lords while 
they Avere supporting opinions opposed to his own, their 
Lordships Avould not doubt at present of the sincerity of his 
motives.” He gracefully concluded with expressing thanks 
to the House for the kindness with Avliich they had always 
• 8up[}orted him in the discharge of the arduous duties from 
Avhich he had just been relicvcd.”t 

• 17 Hansard, 446, 522. f Jb. 450. 
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In a few days after he wrote to his grandsont — 

“We ex- Ministers have been as much abused for cabal and 
conspiracy, as if we had formed another Cato Street gang ; and 
we were tried in the House of Lords, as if we had been a band of 
culprits. We all pleaded not guilty, and I believe we were all, in 
the opinion of all, most honourably acquitted. The fact is, thal^ 
with my principles, to remain in office under a Prime Minister of 
different principles (either his principles or mine being, but both 
certainly not being consistent with the support of the pure reformed 
established religion of the country, and the support of its political 
liberties) appeared to me to be unworthy conduct on my part, 
being satisfied that my own principles were right. I look back to 
forty-four or five years spent in Parliament with perfect con- 
sistency in conduct — no deviation whatever — I have been either 
always right or always wrong, Servetur ad, &c. &c. Not that 
consistency in error is otherwise than most blamable, if the 
person, observing that consistency, has discovered that he has 
been in error. This discoveiT* I have not been able to make ; and 
the line that I have taken in the support of the religion and poli- 
tical constitution of my country, after a most anxious endeavour 
to inform myself aright upon subjects so interesting, I think, upon 
severe reflection, was tlic line 1 oiiglit to pursue in the discharge 
of ray duty to myself, ray descendants, my fellow- subjects, their 
descendants, my Sovereign, and the Throne; and, wdth all due 
liumility, I add, my duty to God. JCsto jjerpchia, is my prayer as 
to the Constitution in Church and State, 1 tremble somewhat 
when I see a Prime Minister supported by tliose individuals who 
have been thought to hold Jacobinical and radical doctrines for 
years past, and when I sec some of our supposed Whigs joining 
them : can this long endure ? IVly defensive speech, I Jiave reason 
to believe, did me and my family 4io discredit, and I think it will 
do none to my memory. The House ivas much surprised with 
the ability, clearness, judgment, and power wdth ivhich the Duke 
of Wellington spoke. 

“ The King parted with me in a very kind and affectionate 
manner. The piece of magnificent plate wliich he has presented 
to me upon parting, will, 1 think, very much please you ; and it is 
certainly a very valuable family possession.* 

* This consisted of a tankard of silver £^lt, its ltd having ati ** accession 

medal ** of tlic King placed in it ; and bore tlic following inscription : \ 
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In his high hope at the outset of the new Government, that CHAP, 
its duration would be very short, and that he himself would 

speedily be restored to office — he wrote to Lady Prances; — May, is 27 . 

* His hopes 

** I think political enmity runs higher, and waxes warmer than of the 
I ever knew it. God bless us all! — to think of our Prime Mi- 
nister’s principal supporters in the House of Commons being Canning. 
Burdett and Brougham ! Surely such things can’t remain long. 

I still think that the Minister must either fall, or he borne up by 
the Lansdownc party. Tliat, however, seems very small, as one 
looks at them when congregated in the House of Lords. Think of 
Lord King sitting among the Bishops! 1 am afraid that that 
Bench, ns to some of them, will do themselves no credit.” 

He was right as to the duration of the Government, for 
the hand of death was upon its chief; but his own official 
career had terminated for ever. He ought to have been 
contented, however, as lie liad held the Great Seal longer 
than any Chancellor, clerical or lay, since the Norman 
Conquest. * 

It is unaccountable tliat on his final retirement there was No partin;? 
no address to him from the Bar, hy whom generally he was 
very much respected and beloved, althoiigli some members of the H.ir. 
the body, particularly among the Tories, wore much dis- 
satisfied w’ith the stingy manner in whicli he liad distributed 
professional honours among tlicin.f 


“The Gift of Ills ^Majesty King Gkoiu;k IV. 
to his highly^vnliicd and excellent Friend 
John Karl or Ki.iion, 

Loiin IIioii CiiANCRi.LoK or Knoland, ^c., 

\if)on his retiring fruni lii.s Oflieial Duties in 1K27.*' 

The key of the case in which it stood was put into Lord Kldon’s hand by the 
King- himself. 

Years. Months. 

• From Idth >\prii, 1801, to 7th February, 1806 - 4 f> 24 

From 1. St April, 1807, to .‘iOth April, 1827 - - 20 O 22 

Total duration 24 10 VS 


t 1 myself never felt personally aggrieved, altiiougli he had refused me a silk 
gown when T had been for years leading the Oxford Circuit in “ stuff!” There 
were zealous political adherents, and even personal coiineetions of his own, who, 
from as strong claims being as little attended to, were very bitter agaiiiKt him. I 

II II 4 
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The Masters in Chancery, all of whom he had appointed, 
sent him a touching address, to which he returned the fol- 
lowing appropriate answer: —* 

« May 7th, 1827. 

“Lord Eldon has received, with great satisfaction, the letter 
which the Masters in Chancery have been pleased to address to 
him. 

“ He reflects with great pleasure upon the fact, that he has 
given to the public the benefit of the services of all these gentle- 
men. 

“Separated from them, as being no longer in a judicial si- 
tuation, he trusts that he may carry with him in retirement their 
good opinions ; and he assures them that, in what remains to him 
of life, he shall most anxiously promote, as far as he can, their 
honour and welfare.” 

I may here likewise appropriately mention a grand dinner 
afterwards given to him in London by the Northern Circuit, 
which was attended not only by the existing members of 
that distinguished body, but by contemporaries of Jack Scott, 
who, having been initiated in its mysteries, had long left the 
Bar. All were eager to do honour to their illustrious guest, 
and he was as merry and as boyish as lie had been when 
assisting to play off* tricks on Jack Lee and Jemmy Boswell 
half a century before. * 

WAS included in a batch of King's counsel made by the new Chancellor, which, with 
one exception, was supposed to include all, whatever their politics who had a fair 
claim to this distinction. ]\lr. Denman was still ]>r(>scrii)ed ; hut justire was. 
soon after done to him through the firmness of tlie Duke of Wellington, who is 
entitled to our gratitude fur gallantly giving good advice to the Sovereign, as 
well as for leading our armies to victory. 

* I have heard many amusing anecdotes of the sayings and doings at thi^ 
memorable meeting ; hut the court sat forHms ctansi% and I am not at liberty to 
disclose them. From the recf>rds of the Circuit ft appears that the following 
late or present members attended ; — “ F.arl of Clarendon ” (the late Earl, who 
w*w at the bar when a younger brother) ; “ Lord Auckland ” (now First lA>rd 
of the Admiralty); “ Sir Nicholas Tindttl”(late Chief Justice of Coramon 
Fleas); “ Sir John Ueckett ’* (late M.P. for Ijceds) ; « Sir James Allan Park ” 
(late a Judge of ('ommon Picas) ; •* Sir John liullock ” (late a Baron of the 
Exchequer); “ Sir Joseph Littlcdale *' (late a Judge of King's Bench); “Sir 
James Parke ” (now a Judge, of the Exchequer) ; ** Hon. G. l.amb " (late Under 
Secretary of State) ; ** Uaine " (late a Welsli Judge) ; “ Brougham ** (my nobl^ 
and learned friend the I.ord Brougham and Vaux); "Pollock** (now Cbieif 
Baron of the Exchequer); " Williams ** (late a Judge of the Queen's Bench); 
" Aldcrson ** (now a Baron of the Exchequer); " Coltman ” (now a Judge of 
the Common Pleas) ; ‘ Pntteson " (now a Judge of the Queen's Bench) ; " Cress- 
well '* (now a Judge of the Common Pleas) ; " Wightnian *' (now k Judge of 
the Queen's Bench) ; " Dundos ** (now Solicitor General). 
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CHAPTER CCVIII. 

CONTINUATION OF THE LIFE OF LOUD ELDON TILL THE TASSING 
OF THE BILL TO KEFEAL THE TEST ACT. 

We are again to view Lord Eldon in the trying situation of 
an Ex-Chancellor, in which iny heroes have differed much 
more than in office, — where they were almost all alike en- 
grossed by the common objects of retaining jiowcr, and doing 
as much good to their country as was consistent with their 
own ease and aggrandisement. It would have been very de- 
lightful to me if 1 could have recorded that this, the last of my 
series, now taking I^ord Somers for his model, had (h^voted 
himself to literature and science, — and laid i‘clipscd his great 
judicial reputation by reforming the laws and improving the 
institutions of his country. It really might have been ex- 
pected, that the pupil of Moises and the brother of Sir William 
Scott, would eagerly return to a perusal of the elassies, when 
duty no longer required him to ]>ore over the inti'rmiiiablo 
tomes of Equity Reports ; and that although hitherto — his 
eyes being dazzled by the bright beam of royal favour— he 
had been blind to the faults of the system over whicli he had 
presided, he would at last distinctly see them in all their de- 
formity, and would struggle to remove them. Rut, alus ! he 
had for ever lost all taste for liny reailing more recondite than 
the newspapers — conijilaining even that ‘^now-a-days they 
arc too bulky, and presume to discuss sulqects whicli should 
be left to pamphlets and reviews.” Instead of leaving us a 
reformation of Chancery procedure, to be known by jios- 
terity under the title of “ Lord Eldon’s Equity Jeofails 
Act,” he gave himself no further trouble in carrying out the 
Report of the Chancery Commission, and though he had been 
driven by pressure from without to give it some couiiteiianee, 
he probably thought that its suggestions were dangerous 
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innovations, which, in their remote consequences, might lead 
to the subversion of the monarchy. 

When the Advertisements ” in the “ Times ” had been 
exhausted, I am afraid that he had no resource except countr 
ing over the money in his chest — and receiving gossiping 
visits from a few old professional friends, who flattered him 
with reminiscences of his former greatness, and censures of 
the proceedings of his successor. The listless day appeared 
dreadfully long to him, and he must often have been impa- 
tient for the hour of dinner, when he could soothe his in- 
action with a bottle of " Newcastle Port.” 

But the full misery of idleness, to a mere lawyer in retire- 
ment, was not experienced by him till after the formation of 
the Duke of Wellington’s Government, in the beginning of 
the following year — when he considered himself abandoned 
by all Ilia political asaociates, and he certainly knew that he 
never wiis again to be in office. 

For the present he was excited by the hope of seeing the 
present usurpers of power turned adrift, and of assisting in 
that occupation in which he took such pleasure, and had often 
displayed such skill — tlie formation of a “ downright Tory 
Government.” 

He forgot all he had suffered in giving up the Great Seal 
when he heard the Duke of Wellington’s explanation — 
which was very damaging to Mr. Canning *, — and he was 
thrown into raptures by Lord Grey’s tremendous attack 
oipon that Minister which soon followed, although a consider- 
able section of the AVhigs were supporting him. f Hating 
all coalitions, he thought that there was little danger of a co- 
alition between these leaders, for Lord Grey on this very 
occasioii luul renewed his pledge to support Catholic emanci- 
pation, and had assigned the promise of the new Chief to 
postpone it — with the appointment of a professing Anti- 
Catholic Chancellor, — as strong reasons for withholding con- 


• 17 Hansard. 454. 

f 17 Hansard, 720. lliis U said to have made the nevr Premier so angry, that 
he actually wrote a letter to the King, asking a peerage that he might come and 
answer it, and that it wm not till after the lapse of several days that bis O'iehds 
could drive him from this purpose. 
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fillence from the present Government ; but he hoped that with- 
out concert there would be co-operation between them^ and 
knowing the King’s increased dislike to the ** early friends,” 
ho anticipated that in the course of a few months the true 
old genuine Tories would be in possession of undivided 
empire. 

lie was made more sanguine when Mr. Canning’s foreign 
policy, particularly with respect to Portugal, was condemned 
by these opposite leaders ; and still more so, when by their 
simultaiieous though independent efforts the Government bill 
for a relaxation of the corn laws, which had passed the House 
of Commons, Avas defeated in the House of Lords. * 

The only alloy to these joys was, that the Dissenters’ Mar- 
riage Bill again coming up from the Commons, — although 
the Ex-Chancellor abused very handsomely the measure itself, 
and the Bishops Avho supported it — n[>on a division there was 
now a majority in its favour f, and it actually went tlirough 
a committee; but, the prorogation being at hand, the Govern- 
inent agreed that, for the jmrposc of receiving some amend- 
ments, it should stand over till another session. 

Parliament being prorogiu'd l)y liord Chancellor Lynd- 
liurst. Lord Ex-Chancellor Eldon immediately retreated to 
Encombe — the hall of which was no longer crowded by 
King’s messengers, carrying Cabinet boxes — by breathless 
applicants for injunctions and commissions of bankruptcy — 
by royal visitors to concert m(;asures for Protestant ascen- 
dency — nor by parsons Avith tw'clvo children, coming ia 

♦ 17 Hansard, 9«4. 1217. I2cis, — -J very miieh that, in a note wliieli I 

carelessly appended to iny Life of Lord NortIiington( V^d. V. p. 207.), — in com- 
paring Lord llockinghanVs iirst AdniinLtration in J7(if> to Mr. ('unning'N Ad- 
ministration ill 1827, I used Innguagc tioiii which it iniglit be supposed that 1 
represented the Duke of AVellingtoti and Lord (»rey acting against Mr. Canning 
in eonctrt^ with a view to turn him out. Lord Grey, retaining all his own high 
principles, did (I think erroneously) express n wty uiifavouralilu o])iniuu of 
Mr. Canning and his measures; hut it is well known that he grounded that 
opinion upon his iKdief that the manner in which Mr. Catitting had acted wouhi 
tend to retard the accomplishtnent of Catholic emancipation, and other necessary 
reforms. Hence he tliought that iie could not support an Administrution of which 
he had formed this judgment, and still less could he enter into any alliance with 
those who were as deeply pledged against Catholic emancipation as Lord KIdon 
lumaelf.-— I could hardly Ik* supposed, by any one wlio knows me, to intend to 
.cost any reflection on the honour or consistency of I^iord Grey, — having formerly 
lieen proud of him a.s ray political chief, and now venerating his memory. 

t 61 to 54. 17 Hansard, 1424. 
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quest of livings. The tranquillity of the place, which in 
former vacations would have seemed so desirable, was now 
felt by Lord Eldon like the tameness of the surrounding ani- 
mals by Robinson Crusoe as awful.” But while, in the 
terms of an indictment for murder, he languishing did 
live ” — the newspaper of the 1 0th of August unexpectedly 
brought him the melancholy intelligence of the death of the 
Prime Minister. 

His strong political feelings were instantly rekindled with- 
in him, and, in imagination, he was constructing a new Cabi- 
net. He expected to be immediately sent for to London; 
but no summons was received. He then became alarmed 
that the Whigs were to enter through the door opened to 
them by Lord Lansdownc, but was greatly comforted by 
hearing of an arrangement wliicli he was sure could not last, 
and which must ere long make way for the true Tories — 
that Lord Goderich (now Karl of ’Ripon) should be placed 
at the head of the Treasury, without any real accession of 
strength in the Cal)lnet. 

lie was a good deal disgusted, however, by an occurrence 
which iininediatcly followed — the Duke of Wellington con- 
senting to resume the office of Commandcr-in-Chicf, which 
he had indignantly refused to hold under INI r. Canning. The 
Ex-Chancellor thus betrayed his uneasy thoughts to Lord 
Eiicoinbc : — 

“You have seen that the Duke of Wellington, now poor Can- 
ning is dead, has taken the cnininand of the army, lie holds that 
this connects him no more with Ministers than if he took the com- 
mand of the Horse Guards, us I liear. This is not inconsistent, 
though it will seem to the public to he so, when it may be said, 
‘ If it docs not connect him with Ministers, wliy did lie not keep it 
under Minister Canning?* I happen to know that there is a very 
satisfactory ditforence between those two eases. I wish that I was 
as sure that it does not connect him with Ministers. I am sure he 
thinks it does not ; ibr an honester man does not live. But — I 
say no more.’* 

He felt so uncomfortable in his suspicions of the Duke not 
being quite steady in his opposition to the existing semi- 
liberal Adininistratioii, that he wrote to him on the subject. 
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and received the following explanation, which did not 
means quiet his apprehensions : — 

“ StraOiHeldsayc, Sipfc, 1st, 1827. a. d. 1827. 

‘‘Mr DEAR Lord Ei.Doy, 

“lam very much obliged to you for your letter; and as I had LettcTfrom 
not heard from you on the subject of that one which I liad de- 
sired Lord Fitzroy Somerset to show you, I intended to write to toiitoj!ord 
you. I certainly thought and wished that there shouhl be no mis- ^hloii. 
take, in regard to the pririci])le on whicJi I accej)tcd the oflicc of 
Cominander-in-Chief, and to tlie relation in which its acceptance 
would place me to the j)olitics of the Government. Jn regard to 
the acceptance of the otlice itself, I had declared myself in public 
as well as iii private, and in writing to his Majesty and to his late 
Minister ; and I had likewise declared in Parliament the relation 
in wduch I should stand to the politics of the Governinent. With 
these declarations before them, the King and his Minister called 
upon me to give my service, on the ground of the public interests 
requiring it; and, in ac(*ei)ting, 1 have again de(*lared my princi- 
ple. I may have placed myself loo Jiigh, and, like others, fall from 
the dilfieult position which I have a.sRinncd. Put this is quite clear, 
viz. that I assumed that position ; ami there 1 will remain as 
long as I can do any good in it. 

“ I am not astonished that the friends of the Admini.stration 
should consider this arrangement ns a great gain. In one sense it 
is so. If, on the one hand, the. Administration have no claim upon 
my services out of my profession, I, on the othcM*, can he of no 
counselor party against tlicin ; and tlioy are certain that one great 
branch of the service will be conducted according to their 
wishes.” 


by any CH.\p. 

\ ^ ceviu. 


Labouring under a groundless belief that Lord flodericli’s 
Administration might be durable, ho as to endanger tlic 
Churcli, and destroy bis own prospects of returning to ofiice, 
he despatched the following letter to his grandson : — 

“ Though I am perfectly satisfied that, in the present circum- 
stances of the country, the Duke of Wellington could not refii.se to 
accept the command of the army — and though he is not in the 
Cabinet, and disapproves, I believe, thoroughly the torinatioii of an 
Administration composed of persons of .such op]>ositc j)ublic prin- 
ples, that, if they are all honest in their professed opinions, they 
never could agree in any interesting public matter, — yet that 
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CHAP. Mceptancc cannot but bci I think, a strong prop to the Adminis- 
CCVIIII. tration, as the present Opposition cannot possibly, I think. Lave 
the benefit of his counsel and advice against the Administration, 
if they choose to adopt measures which he may think ought not to 
be not adopted, but which the Commander-in-Cliief may be obliged 
to execute. Besides this, all experience proves, that when indi- 
viduals come frequently into company and contact with each other, 
they soon like each other better than they did before ; they soften 
as to their differences ; and the oil and vinegar begin to lose their 
repugnant properties, and to amalgamate with each other as if 
they were substances of the same nature. Among those who, 
towards the end of the session, were the determined friends 
of Wellington, Peel, arid Eldon, the opinions, as to W. s accept- 
ance, are various. Some think he ought not to have accepted, 
— some, that he ought, — some, that he should have made 
conditions, — and some, that he should have told his Majesty 
plainly, that he must change his Administration, and take the late 
Ministers, and that upon that condition only he ^vould command 
the army. This last opinion, I am sure, is \vrong ; for I have 
seen enough of the feelings of the people of this country to be 
sure that they will have their King (let them ever so heartily 
dislike measures) talked to as a King, — that they will not bear 
any person’s dictating to him, — that they will not endure a 
Sovereign over tlieir Sovereign, — and, particularly, that they 
would never endure a person's holding such language to the King, 
whom they would consider as a mililary man, confiding in the at- 
tachment of the army to him ; which army he, as a good subject, 
should, by every proper means in his power, endeavour to attach 
to the Sovereign. After all, though I think he could not refuse 
to accei)t, because the country has not another man in it fit to 
command the army, I tliink the acctptancc, though unavoidable 
in my opinion, will nevertheless be the cause of iiiuch, that, with 
my principles, I shall have to lament. The members of the motley 
Administration and their adherents think they have gained a vast 
advantage. So much as to the saltis piiblicaJ' 

When November came roiind, and, according to the usage 
of near sixty years, he ought to have celebrated the Morrovy' 
of all Souls” in Westminster Hall, it seemed most strange 
to him to find himself still in the country; and he was evi- / 
diently much depressed, although he tried to put a good faw 
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upon it by writing to liis friends : ‘^The loneliness of the 
2 >lacc- is far from being an object of distaste to me. We 
are now here already some days beyond the day to which 
in any former year we could remain here. It is at least 
as pleasant as sitting in Lincoln's Inn Halb among the 
lawyers.” * 

He came to London a few days after Christmas, hastening 
his journey on account of rumours of a dissolution of the 
Ministry. He went, with some, by the name of the Stormy 
Petrel,” being supposed to delight in such convulsions. The 
newspapers seem to have prognosticated a coining change 
from his appearance, and to have somewhat misrepresented 
his proceedings, — as we learn from the following paragrajih 
in a letter to Lady Frances: — 

“I believe the world licrc are now iirctty well satisfied that 
I liave not come here for the sole jiurposc of intrigue, cabal, and 
holding conclaves for jiolitical iiurposes, the Ministerial (jiaiiers) 
liaviiig, when they stated me to have political meetings in Ha- 
milton-place, unluckily brought company together of many who 
have not been in town.” 

Various attempts having been made in vain to strengthen 
the Administration, I^n’d Goderich lost courage altogether; 
and, not venturing to meet Parliament, — on the 8th of 
January, 1828, he resigned. The same day, tlie Duke 
of Wellington, whose eoulideucc in Ijimself as a dehatcr had 
been greatly increased by several excellent sptjeelies he had 
made while in Opposition, agreed to be First Minister, and 
was formally authorised by the King to lay before him 
the list of a new Adininistrafion, This was joyful news for 
our Ex-Chanccllor, who believed that lie had mainly con- 
tributed to bring things to this pass, and wlio now expected, 
from the Duke of Wellington’s inexperience in civil affairs 
and great reliance upon him, to be more poweiful than he 

* In this letter he is very severe upon his old friend, poor Sir Anthony Hart, 
who had acceptc<l the Irish Great witliout consulting him. and for whom 
he makes this excuse : *' Indeed, commencing a Chancellorship at seventy- three 
is so foolish a business, that perhaps lie tliought it most advisable to be silent,*' 
Blit he himself would not have been at all sorry to commence a new Chancellor- 
ship when considerably above that age. 


CHAft 

ccvif r; 


*.B. isat. 
Nov. 4, 


I ord 

Goderich 

retires. 


Lord El- 
don’s joy 
and hope 
of return- 
ing (o 
office. 



CHAP. 

CCVIII. 

: : A*». 1828. 
} . liis disap- 
■ ^ puintmcnt 
; when the 
. Duke of 
. Wellington 
is made 
Minister. 


lie is ill 
used by his 
old col- 
leagues. 


Ills rage. 


KEIGir OF GEOBGE IV. 

had ever been under Lord Liverpool. But dreadful disap- 
pointment was in store for him, and he now suffered more 
severe mortification than at any period of his life. 

At first all seemed to go smoothly. The Duke, wrote 
to him a very civil note, announcing the commission he 
had received, and actually called upon him in Hamilton 
Place. Lord Eldon then expressed his readiness to resume 
the Great Seal if this should be wished, — although if they 
had any one else to hold it (which he no doubt thought im- 
possible) he did not set up a claim to it — but he clearly and 
distinctly intimated his desire to be included in the arrange- 
ment, and to fill a cabinet office. There seems to have been 
some embarrassment in the manner of the Duke, who talked 
much of the difficulties in which he was involved from the 
pretensions of conflicting claimants. They parted without 
farther explanation. 

From that hour he knew nothing of what wus going on 
till about a fortnight after, when he saw in the newspapers a 
list of the new Ministry beginning thus : — 

CitANCELLOu, Loud Lynduuust.” 

The only other offices which lie could have filled, the Presi- 
dentship of the Council, and the Privy Seal — according to 
this record were to be held by Lord Batlnirst and Lord 
Ellcnborongb, — and his own name was no where to be 
found or alluded to. — I must own that, considering his age, 
the riches and honours already hcai)cd upon him, and the 
danger of his obstructing any liberal measures which the pro- 
gress of public opinion might render necessary, they >vould 
have been fully justified in respectfully declining his offer of 
future oflScial service ; but nothing can justify or palliate the 
neglect with wdiich he was treated. As might be expected, 
he was in a furious rage, and he was not at all sparing in 
the epithets he bestowed upon the new Cabinet collectivclyv 
and upon the individuals who were to com2)ose it.* — In a 
subdued tone he wrote to his daughter : — 

r*‘- 

* 1 do not find him yet making any persona) complaint of liis Young 
Master;” but when be received the Ta nx a rd» tie little expected to be so cast 
off by him on the return of Ills party to power. 
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You will observe Dudley, Iluskisson, Grant, Palmerston, chap. ^ 
and Lyndhurst (ftvc) were all Cannhigites^ with whom the 
rest were three weeks ago in most violent contest and op- a. d, isss. 
position. These things arc to me quite marvellous. How 
they are all to deal with each other s conduct as to the late 
treaty with Turkey and the Navarino battle, is impossible to 
conjecture. As the first-fruits of this arrangement, the Cor- 
poration of London liavc agreed to petition Parliament to 
repeal the laws whicli affect Dissenters.” 

His revilings and threatenings getting abroad, and in- 
fluential Peers of the old school having expressed an opinion 
that they were all Insulted in his person, some alarm, and 
perhaps some remorse, arose in the breasts of liis old col- 
leagues. 

Mr. Peel tried to soothe him l)y the following ejnstle : — 

“Whitehall CJarcleus, Jan. 26th, 1828. Soothing 
Saturday night, letter to 

“ Mr DEAK Loni) Eldox, !»»» from 

“ It was not until tliis day, that iny appointmoni to the oiricc of 
Home Secretary of State was coin[»l<*,te(l by my taking the oaths in 
Council. 

“ My first act is to express to you my deep rogret, I hat any cir- 
cumstances should have oceurnMl, carrying willi them the reinoti'st 
appearance of a set»uration from yon in piihlie. lile. All the im- 
pressions of affectionat(i ngard and esteem for yon, d(‘riv(Ml from 
long and unreserved intercourse, are niiudi too deeply engraven on 
^my mind to he ever effaced or weakencfl. 

“ I am grateful to you for the uniform kindness I have experi- 
enced from you from my first entrance into jmhiic life, proud of 
having possessed your confidtmce, and most anxious to retain, with- 
out reference to politics, your personal good will and (esteem. 

“ My return to public life lias been no source of gratification to 
me. In common with the Duke of Wellington, hitherto at least, 

I have had nothing to contemplate hut painful saeriiices, so far as 
private feelings are concerned. 

“ For the last ten days, cxcejit when I was compelhd to disregard 
the commands of my physician, 1 have been confined to the house. 

• I hope, however, to be able to call on you very soon. It shall 
1^ the first visit I pay. 

VOL. VII. I I 
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‘f With the sincercst prayer for yonr health, and that every com- 
fort and happiness may attend you, 

Believe me, my dear Lord Eldon, 

“ With true esteem and affection, most faithfully yours, 

“ Bob£rt Peel. 

« The Right Hon. the Earl of Eldon, &c. &c. &c.” 

The Duke of Wellington likewise had an affecting inter- 
view with him. Of this we have an interesting account in 
the following letters to his daughter. 

“Jan. 80th, 1828. (Wednesday.) 

Mt dearest Fan, 

* « * « » 

“ The day after the D. of W. received his Majesty’s commands 
to form an Administration, lie sent me a note informing me of that 
event, and telling me tliat he would wait upon me. I sent an 
answer, saying, that if he would name any time for my waiting 
upon him on that or any other day, I should do so. However, on 
Friday, I think a fortnight ago last Friday, he called upon me, 
and, after he liad sat down some time, he proceeded to state the 
diilicultics he found himself involved in, from the various con- 
flicting claimants to olhcc — and, being sure that I could not be 
mistaken in what this was to lead to, 1 told him that, as I thought 
he was coming to make mention of the Cliancellorsliip, I desired 
him not to consider me as a conflicting claimant for that o ffice — 
that if they had any proper person to fill it, it was obvious, from 
what I said upon the resignation of it, tliat I could have nothing 
to do ivith that office (indeed, no serious offer, after that, could 
be made of it). No offer, therefore, was made to me of lY, and the , 
Duke left me without more said, except something of repetition as 
to his diilicultics about conflicting claims generally.* From the 
moment of his quitting me, to the. appearance in the papers of all 
the appointments, I never saw his Grace. I had no communica- 
tion with him, either personally, by note, letter, by message 
through any other person, or in any manner whatever — and, for 
the whole fortnight, I heard no more of the matter than you did 
at Corfe, — some of my old colleagues in office (and much obliged 
to me too) passing my door constantly on their way to Apslcy 

* I bclicvo that at the time when the Duke was first commissioned to Ibrm a 
Government, it had been definitively settled that I..ord I..yndhurst should con- 
tinue to hold the Greot Seal, a stronj; wish to tliis eiTvet havini; been expressed 
by the King himselfi 
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House without calling upon me. Indeed, no one of them called 
upon me, except bn the last day but one before the settlement 
was in the papers ; but after all was settled, Melville called upon 
me ; but, upon this subject, his lips were not opened. In the 
meantime, rumour was abroad that I had refused all office : and 
this was most industriously circulated, when it was found there 
was, as there really does appear to me to have been, very great 
dissatisfaction among very important persons on my account, as 
neither included in office, nor at all, not in the least, consulted. 
Rumour again stated that I was too obstinate a Tory to be con- 
sulted or included. Humour again stated that the interference of 
a lady had interposed her all-influential veto. However, there 
was a degree of discontent and anger among persons of conse- 
quence, wliich, I suppose, working together with its having been 
somehow communicated that I was much hurt at this sort of treat- 
ment, brought the D. of W. to me again — and llic object of his 
visit seemed to be to account for all this. Ili5 stated in substance 
that he had found it impracticable to make any such Administration 
as he was sure I would be satisfied with ; and, therefore, he thought 
he should only be giving me unnecessary trouble in coming near 
me, or to that effect. I observed that 1 supjmsed tliat lie had not 
found out this impracticability at the time he came to me about 
the Chancellorship ; if he had, that visit would have been only a 
visit of unnecessary trouble.” That with respect to its being 
impracticable to form an Administration that I sliould be satisfied 
with, I knew no reason, founded on any former conduct of mine, 
which should have led him to conclude that I should urge imprac- 
ticabilities, and that, at any rate, it would have been not too inucli 
to expect, that, during a whole fortnight, 1 slioiild (not) have 
been left ignorant of what was going on, and that 1 was not to 
suppose that in that I had any concern* — that tlioiigh 1 should 
have been gratified if an offer fiad been made to me of the Hre- 
sidentship of the Council, I did not know that 1 should have 
accepted it, and that I was sure that, if the offer had been made, 
and accompanied witli an intimation that my ucei'pting it would 
embarrass them with respect to any other person, 1 would not 
have accepted it. He mentioned, as a probable proof that 1 would 
not have fallen into liis views as to the Administration, tJiat he 
^ doubted that 1 did not approve it as formed. I told him he was 
right there, and that I thought it a (I must not put the word 

* fSic in orig. 
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' GH AP. in a letter, to a lady, or any body) a bad one. We conversed 

CGVni. together till, as it seemed to me, we both became a good deal 

A. D, 1828, all’ected ; he mentioned some things that he proposed to my ac- 
ceptance as propitiatory — not of much consequence — as to wliicli 
I told him I would consider of it ; for I can do nothing which can 
authorise the public to think that I can deem any thing that could 
be proposed as compensating for undeserved neglect. I think I 
have given correctly the substance of what has passed — the very 
words it is impossible to give. I found it likely that they were 
not going to restore Wcthcrell to the Attorney Generalship, which 
he resigned nobly when we resigned, and by which step he has 
lost the Vice Chancellorship. The D. has sent me Avord that, as 
he understood that I Avished that W etherell should be restored to 
that office, he is re -appointed. I am satislied that with the country 
all this has raised me, and as 1 don’t Avant office, 1 care not about 
not having it. Lord Bathurst lias, at length, been also AAdtli me, 
protesting in the most strong terms against any intention of dis- 
respect, and expressive of the greatest concern that any part of 
their proceedings should have hurt me, 1 have not the least doubt 
that they have heard from some, if not irom many, remonstrance 
upon the seeming, if not real, ill-treatnient of me, and that there is, 
at Jeast, something like contrition on that account. With respect 
to the part I liuvc begun to lake and to pursue in Parliament, it 
does not become me to ajipear angry or discontented, or to thwart 
the measures of Government, by treating the Administration, as I 
think of it, as not a desirable one, at a time Avliini I think, as I 
avowed last night, in the House of Lords, that a person, sincerely 
anxious for his country, must feel it to be his boumlcn duty to inter- 
pose nothing that can delay for a moment the most active measures 
to secure the pea<rc of Europe, likely to be interrupted by the oc- 
currences Avith the Sultan, and Avhich perhaps may be sfecured, if 
the present moment is employed for that purpose, instead of being 
lost in a sort of war at home about places and ollices.” 

" ( February L^nd, 1 828 . ) 

“ All the ncAvspapers seem to be employed in representing to the 
public, that I, in a conversation Avith the Duke, Avhen be Avaited 
upon me, spontaneously Avaived all office and all sort of consultation 
about public arrangements or matters. Nothing can be so utterly 
false — tlierc is not even the semblance of truth in it — but, there 
liaving been a great deal of public feeling upon this subject, the 
underlings of Administration have resorted to these means of quiet- 
ing it. They begin in the papers devoted to Government and in 
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its pay, and the matter is copied into other papers. I don’t think CHAP, 
that wliat has passed lins done me any harm. I have been very 
busy in receiving and returning the calls of many very respectable ^ ~ 
persons, and in receiving and answering the letters of others of the 
same class of persons. I think those who have treated me with 
apparent disresiicct are very sorry for it, and as much (at least) 
hurt about it as 1 have been. Wliat is the real reason for what 
has happened, 1 know not, aiul it probably neither is, nor ever will 
be, avowed. A lady probably has liad something to do with it. 

At the same time there may be something in the Duke’s saying 
that some of my opinions had something to do with this, for no- 
body can read tlie hite speeelies of Lord l^ilmerston and Vczey 
Fitzgerald, without being apt>reh<msive that most dangerous con- 
cessions arc about to he tlioiight of to the Catholics, such as, 
shortly and surely, will shake the foundations of the Protestant 
Cluireh.” 

% Ik % % % % 

“I don’t know whether I told you that Prinec^ss Jjieveu asked 
me, at the Duehoss of Kent’s, wdiy 1 was not a Minister. An iin« 
pertinent interrogatory ! She asked m<i tor a siiuert^ answer. I 
told her T would give h(?v a sincere answer. My answer was, ‘ I 
don't hnoio why I was not a Ministm* ! ’ ” 

% % ^ % ik 

. “It is not because olli(!e was not offered me that 1 complain — it 
is because those with W'liom I had so long acted and served did not, 
candidly and unre^icrvedly, explain themselves and their diflieulties 
to me. And they were not mine a<lversaries that did me this dis- 
honour, but mine own familiar friends, w ith w Jioui I had, for so 
many years, taken sweet counsel together.” 

He now considered himself ill used, Jiot only by liis old 
colleagues, but In si higher (jusirter. 1 must sidmit that he 
considerably ovcrrsitcd his services there ; for he ro:illy seems 
to have thought tliat UcMU’ge I \^ was obliged for liis ei*own 
to Lord Eldon, Instead of Lord Eldon being obliged for the 
Great Seal to George IV- 

That he should not have been eagerly recalled to be iiiHcom. 
Keeper of the royal conscience,” when tliis step seemed so 
• easy and so natural, he could not comprehend. Daily and King, 
hourly he had expected a summons to Windsor during the 
formation of the Ministry ; but when he found that the King, 
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without making any communication to him, had consented 
to hie being entirely excluded from the Cabinet, he ex- 
claimed, Put not your trust in Princes.” 

He was too loyal, however, publicly to show his resent- 
ment ; and if he was no longer to be squeezed in the royal 
embrace, and to be bedewed with tears of affection from royal 
eyes, he was determined to pass before his Majesty in the 
crowd of a levee^ and to make him a bow. We have, from 
his own pen, the following subdued but touching account of 
his reception : — 

** Friday (March 28th, 1828). 

“ I went to the levee yesterday — form requiring that ceremony 
at the first levee after quitting office. The multitude there was 
very great — the King, I thouglit, did not look well — he could 
not, or did not, stand up to receive his company, but each person 
passed him sitting in a great chair ; and, as it appeared to me, the 
ceremony between him and 99 out of 100 of the company was no 
more than their merely bowing their heads to him as they passed, 
and he in return bowing his head to them. It came to my turn to 
pass. I thought he appeared a little of what I should call, for W'ant 
of a better word, ‘flustered;’ — he could not, I think, sec that I 
was approaching him till I was close to him. When I made my 
bow, he held out his h«and to me, and shook hands witli me, and 
said, * My Lord, fresh air seems to have done you a great deal of 
good.* I then moved on, and that was all that passed wdth me at 
that moment or afterwards. In due time, Encombe, who was to 
be introduced, and who was most gaily and liaiidsomely dressed, 
but had been by the multitude well squeezed, to the detriment and 
injury of his laced ruffles, and whom the pressure of the company 
had made not a little hot, arrived towards the King, and the Mar- 
quis of Winchester having announced him, he kissed hands, and 
was moving off, when the King, recollecting him, as he was with- 
drawing w'ith his face towards his Majesty as the usage is, nodded 
to him with apparent earnestness, and, as well as 1 could hear, asked 
very kindly how he was, and obviously meant to show him atte9i<«« 
tion and kindness. And so ends my account of the ceremonials 
the day, upon which I forbear comment.” 

However, be by degrees reconciled himself to his fate, ' 
and when he saw some of the measures which the new Go- 
vernment brought forward or supported, he derived some 
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comfort from finding that he was at full liberty to ofier them 
a determined opposition. 

He was first horrified by the news, which for some time 
he declared he could not believe, that Lord John Bussell 
having brought a bill into the House of Commons to repeal 
the Test Act, Mr. Peel, after some show of resistance, had 
declared his readiness to agree to it, provided that in the 
place of taking the sacrament according to the rites of the 
Church of England, there should — for the safety of the 
Church — be substituted a Declaration which might be made 
by Dissenters and Konian Catholics as well as by Church- 
men. * There was only one division on the bill in the House 
of Commons, when there was a majority of 45 in its favour f , 
and the Declaration being very proi)crly agreed to, it passed 
through the Lower House without difficulty. — In a stiitc of 
consternation and despair, Lord Eldon thus wrote respecting 
its approach to the House of Lords : — 

“(April, 1828.) 

‘‘ I suppose the Dissenters* Bill will pass the Commons to-day 
and be brought up to tlie House of Lords, wJicre, I [)rcsumo, wc 
shall not debate it till after the holidays. We, who oppose, shall 
be iu but a wretched minority, though the individuals who com- 
pose it will, as to several, 1 think, be of the most respectable class 
of Peers: but the Administration have — to their shame be it 
said — got the Archbishops and most of the Bisliops to support 
this revolutionary bill. 1 voted as long ago as in the years, 1 
think, 1787, 1789, and 1790, against a similar measure; Lord 
Korth and Pitt opposing it as destrnetive of the Church Kstahlish- 
ment — Dr. Priestly, a dissenting minister, then asserting, that he 
had laid a train of gunpowder under tlic Church, which would 
blow it up ; and Dr. Price, another dissenting minister, blessing 
God that he could depart in peace, as the revolution in France 
would lead here to the destruction of all union between (/hureh 
and State. The young men and lads in the House of Commons 
are too young to remember these things. From 1790 to 1827, 
many and various have been the attempts to relieve the Catholics ; 
but through those thirty-seven years nobody has thouglit, and 

• 18 Hansard, 678. f 1^ 781. 
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evinced that thought, of proposing such a bill as this in Parlia- 
ment, as necessary, or fit, as between the Church and the Dissen- 
ters. Canning, last year, positively declared that he would oppose 
it altogether.” 

‘ (April, 1828 .) 

« * * « # • 

“ The Dissenters* Bill is to be debated in the House of Lords on 
tlie 17th — we, wlio oppose, shall fight respectably and honour- 
ably ; but victory cannot be ours. All the Whig Lords will be 
against us ; as Ooverninent began in the Commons by opposition, 
and then ran away like a parcel of cowards, I suppose Govern- 
ment also will be against us ; — but wliat is most calamitous of all 
is, that the Archbisliops and several Bishops are also against us. 
What they can mean, they best know, for nobody else can tell — 
and, sooner or later, — perhaijs in tliis very year — almost certainly 
in the next, — the concessions to the Dissenters must be followed 
by the like concessions to tlie Homan Catholics. That seems un- 
avoidabhs thongli, at present, the policy is to conceal this addi- 
tional purpose. But 1 must weary you on this subject.’* 

“Saturday, April 1828 . 

Wc, as we think ourselves, sincere friends of the Churcli of 
England, mean to fight, as well as we can, on Thursday next, 
against this most shameful bill in favour of the Dissenters, which 
has been sent uji to us from tlic Commons — a bill, which Peefs 
declaration in the House as to the probability of its passing in the 
Lords, has made it impossible to resist with elTeet. As the bill is 
constructed, it operates not merely for Protestant Dissenters : but, 
unless the language of it can be materially altered in the Lords* 
House, it appears to me to be cHpially favourable to Roman Ca- 
tholics, Deists, Infidels. Turks, Atheists. Mow the Bisliops can 
have overlooked its extensive and deplorable effects, is to me the 
most strange thing possible. If tlic Lords won’t, at least, alter it, 
which 1 don’t believe they will, I don’t sec how, if the Commons 
act consistently with themselves, Sir V, Burdett can fail in his 
motion on the 29th, in favour of the Roman Catholics. The state 
of minds and feelings in the Tory part, and aristocratical part, of 
the friends of Liverpool’s Administration, is, at present, exces- 
sively feverish, and they support Ministers, because they know 
not where to look for others. It*s obvious that the Ministers, w'ho 
were Canning’s followers, to use a vulgar phrase, ‘ rule the roast,* 
or at least have too much influence.” 
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In the debate on the second reading of the biU, Lord 
Eldon animadverted very strongly on the conduct of Mi- 
nisters in the other House, wlio had acquiesced in the bill, 
although they pretended to disapprove of it ; but he said he 
should perform his duty by acting on his own conscientious 
conviction, even if there should be a majority of both Houses 
against him. Much as he had heard of the ^ inarch of mind,’ 
he did not believe that the viarcli could have been so rapid 
as to induce some of the changes of opinion which he had 
witnessed within the last year. Tlic jn-camble recited that 
the bill was ^ expedient^ — a tcrhi resorted to when nothing 
else could be said in defence of a bad measure.* Hut their 
Lordships must not bo satisfied with the hare assertion of 
the supposed expedienq/, Repealing the laws for safeguard 
of the Church could not be the way to preserve it. The 
proposed declaration was no securily ; it might even be 
made by a Jew or an infidel. The Sacramental Act 
though often assailed, had remained ever since the reign 
of Charles IL, and the annual iiidcmmity took away all its 
harshness. The obnoxious act did not interfere with the 
rights of conscience, as it did not <tom])el any man to take 
the saemment according to the rites of the Church of 
England, and only deprived him of office if he did not. The 
proposed enactment, he was prepared to show, would en- 
danger the Established Church. A ([iiestiuii w^as i)ut, ‘ Why 
pass Annual Indemnity Acts rather than sweej) away the test?’ 
But the Indemnity Acts were a recognition of its necessity. 
He had voted against such a l)ill hed’ore some of their Lord- 
ships now^ supporting it were horn; and he might say the 
same of some of the Right Revaa-end Prelates who were so 
strangely showdiig their attachment to the (>hurch. The 
last time the question w as agitated in the House of Commons, 
was in 1790, when there was a nuyority of 187 against it. 
Nothing had occurred since to make it less miscliicvous. 
His prayer to God w^as, that the individuals who supported it 
• might not find that, as they intended no mischief to the 
Church, no mischief had ensued. Giving them credit for 
sincerity, he claimed a similar allowance for himself when lie 
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solemnly said> as he then did from his heart and Soul^ not 
CONTENT.” The Duke of Wellington followed, handling 
the noble and learned lord rather roughly, and defending 
the measure with admirable good sense. The second reading 
was carried without a division.* 

However, Lord Eldon, on a subsequent day, opposed the 
motion for going into a committee on the bill. In answer to 
the objection that such tests were degrading, he reminded 
their Lordships that his Majesty was obliged to take the 
sacrament before he began to exercise the royal functions. 
He entreated those who were the guardians of the Church 
to pause before they allowed her to be stripped of these safe- 
guai^ds, by which she had been so long protected, lest those 
miseries from which she had been so happily rescued should 
return, in which case they would have to look again to the 
restoration of the Constitution such as it was established in 
the reign of Charles IL, and look perhaps for such re- 
storation in vain.” 

In the committee he had a very sharp altercation with the 
Bishop of Chester (now Bishop of London), who, pointing 
out the inconsistency of some of his amendments, was recom- 
mended by him ^^to attend to his own inconsistency, and not 
gratuitously to tender advice to others.” 

Lord Eldon’s main ameudment was, to exclude Roman 
Catholics from the’ benefit of the bill, by inserting in the 
declaration, " I am a Protestant.” 

Being now accused by Lord Lyndhurst, the new Chan- 
cellor, of exercising his talents, his zeal, and his influence 
mischievously in opposing this bill,” he said, I trust I have 
too long engaged the attention of noble lords in this House^ 
not to receive from them a patient hearing, while I reply to 
such a charge, coming from such a place, and such an autho- 
rity. I have served my country to the best of my abilities ; 
I have endeavoured to be a useful servant to my Sovereign, 
and if I am now engaged in any thing calculated to be mis- 
chievous to the interests of the public, I pray to God that I 

* 18 Hansard, 1497^1517. 
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may be forgiven ; — but I solemnly declare my belief, that I 
can never be engaged in any thing so mischievous as the for- 
vrarding of this measure. I am well aware of the fate of the 
amendment, which I now propose ; but such is my conviction 
of the evil consequences of this bill, in its present form, that 
if I stand alone, I will go below the bar and give my vote 
against it ; and were I called upon this night to render my 
account before Heaven, I would go with the consoling reflec- 
tion that I have never advocated any thing mischievous to my 
country. I cast back the imputation which has been sought 
to be thrown upon my conduct, by the noble and learned 
lord on the woolsack, with all the scorn of a man who feels 
himself injured.” 

The amendment was negatived by 117 to 55. But so 
eager wtis he for it, that he renewed it on the third reading 
of the bill, when the contents were 52, not contents 
154. Still he entered on the Journals a violent protest 
against the bill, in which he was joined by the Duke of 
Cumberland and nine otlier peers. * 

He soon forgave Lord Lyndhurst, but he continued highly 
incensed against the Bishops, from whom ho had expected 
better things. After the bill had passed, he thus wrote to his 
daughter ; — 

“ I am hurt, distressed, and fatigued, by wliat has lately been 
passing in the House of Lords. 1 hope relleelion nuiy enable me, 
but I fear I cannot reasonably liopc that it ever will, to account 
rationally for the conduct of the Bishops. It is not rationally 
accounting for it to say that they were afraid that something worse 
would liappen if they did nol agree to this Jiieasure; fear and 
timidity produce, in state matters, the very conse quences which 
they are alarmed about. In Charles I.’s time, Mr. Hyde, after- 
wards Lord Clarendon, expressed liis a.stonishment to the virtu- 
ous Falkland, that he could give a particular vote against the 
Church. The answer was, in the very language of this day, ‘ In- 
dulge the enemies of the Church in this vote, and they will ask no 
more.’ Such is the very talk, the foolish t^, of tliis day. The 
historian observes, that after this was granted, every thing more 
was asked that could be asked, and though Falkland had also said 
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that the friends of the Establishment would successfully oppose 
every thing more that was asked, they durst not venture opposition 
to any one further demand of the discontented. History is 
written for our instruction ; but we may as well not trouble our- 
selves with reading the pages of history. ****** I have 
fought like a lion, but my talons have been cut off. 

“ The bill is, in rny poor judgment, as bad, as mischievous, aiid 
as revolutionaiy as the most captious Dissenter could wish it 
to be.” 

Were he now alive, he would be obliged to acknowledge 
that by the repeal of the Test Act we have got rid of the 
desecration of the most solemn rite of our religion, — free- 
dom of conscience has been protected, — and the Church of 
England has become more popular and more secure than 
at any time since the lieforination. 

As soon as this measure was carried, all the world acknow- 
ledged the Duke of Wellington’s sagacity in declining the 
offer of Lord Eldon to return to office ; for if that sturdy 
adherent to ancient prejudices had been I-<ord Chancellor or 
President of the Council, the government must either have 
been speedily dissolved by internal dissensions, or overthrown 
by a vain resistance to the popular voice. 
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CONTINUATION OF THE LIFE OF l.ORI) ELDON TILL THE PASSING 
OF THE CATJIOLIC RELIEF IULL! 


The Duke of Wellington’s next move was liiglily agreeable CHAP* 

to Lord Eldon, but it must now be regretted by all stanch 

conservatives, for it certainly led to the Rotbrin Rill. Had a.h. ih 28 . 
he consented to the transfer of the forleited franchise of 
ICast Retford to Manclu?stcr, — with an intimation that the ton’s mis- 
right of sending members to l^irliament wotikl gradually be speeVini 
taken from the decayed boroughs and vested in the great uii- 


licttbrd 

<|uc.stiuii 


represented manufacturing towns, — he might have continued 
at the head of affairs for many y(?ars, to tiarry this [)lan into jV”* 
cftcct. But now making a stand against all (hange in the 
representative system, he threw himself upon the exclusive 
support of the high Tory party, without being able to satisfy 
them; — and being driven to yield Catholi(^Eniancij>atlon, he 
fell, — to make way for (jlevcii years of Whig rule, and mea- 
sures of innovation, which might have been i>ost|»oned for a 
century. 

The first effect of this error was the resignation of Mr, Hus- 
kisson. Lord Palmerston, Lord Dudhjy, aii<l Mr. W. Lamb, nTiUVsMm’ 
— afterwards himself Prime Minister. Lord Ehhni was J'”*"** 
well pleased to see the Cabinet purged of some of thos:(j whom ion. 
he considered its most dangerous memhers, — hut ho pro- 
])hetically wrote to his daughter, in communicating this in- 
telligence, — “ The Minister will have gnjat difficulties to 
struggle with. The Whigs, the Canningites, and the IIus- 
kissonites will join and be very strong. With the exception 
of Lord Lonsdale, the great Tory i)arliaitientary lords are 
not propitiated by the new arruiigcinents, and many of them 
will either be neuter or adverse.” 


JMriV 2i), 
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Soon after he found himself associateid (and for the last 
time) with his old Tory colleagues in resisting the claims of 
the Roman Catholics. The question being again brought 
forward, in the hope that, from the spirit displayed in the 
late debates on the Test Act, it might even pass the House 
of Lords, the great Protestant champion’s courage rose as the 
danger thickened, and he defended what he called the 

bulwarks of tfee Church,” with increased energy. He said 
^^he would hazard the risk of being again taken for an 
^ almanack-maker, when ho had Lord Bacon to share the 
honour with him — and having given a history of the penal 
statutes, he thus continued : A noble lord has alluded to 
the necessary rejection of the Duke of Norfolk, on account of 
his faith, should he present himself in that House, to assume 
the right of his ancestors. With respect to myself, indi- 
vidually, I can only say, tliat a more painful duty than that 
suggested could not, by possibility, liave been imposed upon 
me, while I had the honour to preside upon the woolsack. 
But if the Sovereign himself had appeared here, without 
having previously taken the oaths, and made the declaration 
against transubstantiation, as required by law, I should have 
been constrained to inform him that he was Ipso facto in- 
capacitated from discharging the constitutional duties of 
King. Touching the coronation oath, I will say that if, in 
this Protestant state — for such the Acts of Parliament 
warrant me in calling it — his Majesty should think that, 
consistently with his duty, he could not give his consent to 
Bills for the relief of the Roman Catholics, he would be under 
as solemn an obligation as any man could ever be placed 
under, to refuse that consent, although those Bills should have 
passed both Houses.” * He had the fleeting satisfaction of 
finding the motion rejected by a majority of 181 to 137. f 
But this was the last division in either House of Parliament 
again^ our Roman Catholic fellow-subjects. 

The vessel of state being at this time on the Conservative 
titek. Lord Eldon was in great hopes, although he had l>cen # 


* 19 Hansard, 12?9. 
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cruelly thrown overboard, — that, struggling in the waters, 
he might have been picked up by his old messmates. 

While such meditations were passing through his mind, he 
was much excited by a message from his “ Young Master,” 
who had hitlmrto wholly neglected him since his resignation, 
intimating, that he should call upon him as a friend.” He 
no doubt thought all his influence in the royal closet was 
about to be revived, but he came away grievously disap- 
pointed. Having told his daughter that he had a conversa- 
tion of some length with the king, he adds : It had, how- 
ever, no matter in it, but civil speeches and professions of 
friendship and regard ; hut no word to account for what I 
dovit think very consistent with such speeches and professions. 
So much for that which I mention, because it is not unlikely 
that the papers may make mention of my visit, with many 
conjectures and guesses what it could be about.” 

His hopes were nearly extinguished by a slight which he 
soon after experienced, and to wdiich he thus refers : — The 
King gives a grand dinner on the 1 2th [of August] at Windsor 
Castle. He has not, as one of his guests, invited a person of 
whom I can be bold enough to say that the King is more 
indebted to him than he is to any other subject he ever had 
in a civil department, — adding, by way of showing a little 
modesty, the old expression, Hhougli I say it, who should 
not say it.* ” 

In the following month he Avas thrown into absolute de- 
spair by a rumour that the Earl of A\*^cstinorcland, who had 
been omitted in the original formation of the Ministry, was 
now to have an office. ‘‘ Jf this appointment of Westmore- 
land takes place,” says he, “ liord Eldon seems to be the only 
])erson in our Cabinet, formerly working witli the j)rcsent 
Minister, totally set aside. These things naturally make 
London very disagreeable and irksome to me. You mention 
a person you have seen at Worthing very shy as to talking 
politics. That forms a sample of the uncomfortably cold 
treatment one meets with from persons, all over attachment 
and love, as it were, some little time ago. I love grumbling 
here in solitude, when my own mind happens to turn to the 
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contemplation of these things — at least I prefer it to haying 
that grumbling called forth in every street where one meejbs 
an old political brother workman.” * 

A rumour was soon after spread^ that he was actually about 
to re-enter the Cabinet. To this he refers in the following 
letter to his brother-in-law, Mr. Surtees : -r- I hear nothing 
from town, except what I know there is no foundation what- 
ever for, viz. — that it is reported that I am to come into 
office : — I mean, reported in town, for, except that I learn 
from London correspondence that it is so reported, I have 
heard nothing respecting any such matter. Indeed, if any 
sucli offer was made, there is much to be explained before I 
would give any answer. That no such offer will be made I 
am as certain as I can be of any thing that I do not positively 
know, — and I am so, because I think I can’t be mistaken 
when I believe that the inflexibility of my opinions respect- 
ing the Catholic claims was, with tliosc who are not inflexible 
as to those claims, the reason, or at least one of the reasons, 
tliat produced that silence towards mo, whicli took place 
on the change of Administration, and it remains very well 
known to be the fact, that that infie,vibiUtjj cannot he shaken,^* 
I doubt not that he would have proved — 

The man resolv’d, and steady to his trust, 

Inflexible to ill, and obstinately just.” 

But he was evidently most cruelly mortified in waiting in vain 
for an attempt to be made upon his virtue. 

lie was further disturbed by liearing that, in compliance 
with a recommendation of tlie House of Commons, Mr. Peel 
had issued two commissions with a view to juridical improve- 
ment, — one to examine ‘^tlie Procedure of the Courts of 
Common Law,” and the. other, ‘‘the Tenure and Transfer of 
Real Property,” — more particularly when he was told tha^t 
at the head of the latter coimnissioii was placed a Whig who 
had lately received a silk gown from Lord Lyndhurst. f — He 
considered such proceedings as unsettling the foundationa of 
all law, and as subversive of all prim^iple. 

♦ Letter to I^ird Stowell, Sept. 1828. f Mr. Campbell. 
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But a much more immediate danger now threatened the ch ap* 
State from Mr. O’Conneirs election for the County of Clare, 

With the political prescience which certainly belonged to „ jgg^ 
him, he thought that Ministers would speedily give up further O'Connell’s 
opposition to the Catholic clojims, and thus he wrote : — Clare. 

“ Nothing is talked of now, whi<;h interests any. body the least in 
the world, except the election of Mr. O’Connell, and the mischief 
that it will produce among debaters in the House of Commons, and 
tlie more serious mischief it will, in all liumnn probability, excite 
in Ix’eland. As O’Connell will not, though ch^cted, be allowed to 
take his seat in the House of Commons, unless he will take the 
oaths, &c., (and that ho won’t do, unless he can g(*t absolution,) his 
rejection from the Commons may excite rebellion in Ireland. At 
all events, this business must bring the Homan Catholic question, 
whitli has been so often discussed, to a crisis and a conclusion. 

The nature of that conclusion I don’t think likely to be favourable 
to Protestantism. 

“ O’ConneH’s proceedings in Ireland, which you’ll see in the 
papers, and the su[)posed or real ambiguity which rnark(!(l the 1). 
of W.’s speech, have led to a very gcnieral persuasion, that JMinis*' 
try intend, or at least that the Duke intends, next session, to 
emancipate the Roman Catholics, as he has tins Dissenters ; and 
the world is uneasy.” 

*#«*#*» 


“Hook on the Roman Catliolic question as, hit by bit, here a 
little and there a little, to be ultiniat«?ly, and at no distant day, 
carried. I have no conception that even Oxford will struggle 
eflectually against the great Cliurch interests which will patronise 
that question, and those who support it in Parliament.”* 
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The only kindred spirit that he found was the Duke of Lord El- 
Newcastle, whose letter to Lord Kenyon against any conccs- 
sion to the Catholics pleased him much. He says: — “It is 
well worth reading. He must ex|)cct, thatwliilst many peo- 
ple will admire his spirit, and tliink his observations very just, 
multitudes of Radicals and Liberals will abuse him unspar- 
ingly ; whilst the friends and foes of Ministers wdll praise 
him and blame him with all zcsil and earnestness. He is a 
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fellow, at all events, of good spirit, and no fiincher — he 
speaks out most boldly- Whatever one party may think of 
him as a politician, no party can refuse to him the character 
of A most excellent and virtuous man in private life. If, in 
these times, it is a fault to be much attached to the Esta- 
blished Church, as some seem to think, he is certainly as 
much attached as any body living to it. Whether he will 
persuade his countrymen to rally round that Church, as he 
desires to persuade them, is another matter. I, who think 
that the State is as much aimed at by the enemies of thcr 
Church as the Church itself, am afraid that his countrymen 
have been so long fast asleep, that it will be no easy matter 
to awaken them.” 

lie went to Eiicombe in the autumn, and continued there 
several months, lamenting the evil times which he had lived 
to sec. One of his letters, in this interval, to Lord Stowell, 
states very forcibly and plausibly the ol>jcction to the removal 
of Homan Catholic disabilities ; — 

If, as the Liberals say, religious opinions ought to have no in- 
fluence on the exercise of ))olitical power, why should the Sove- 
reign’s professing the Itonuin Catholic religion, or marrying a Ro- 
man Catholic princess, be, as by law it is, a forfeiture of the 
crown ? If this be a just principle, how can opposition to restor- 
ing to the Roman Catholics that establishment which formerly be- 
longed to them and their priesthood be justified. , If, on the other 
Jiand, you say that religious opinions ought to have such influence 
where the religious opinions may lead persons to do what is wrong ; 
still, if making both Houses of Parliament replete with Romah 
Catholics (nothing religious opiniojis withstanding) would not lead 
them to do wrong, why is it to be tahvn for granted that a King, 
being of tlic same religious persuasion as his Parliament, will do 
wrong ? The project of emancipation seems to me to be founded 
on assumptions, which, if just, render mueli wdiich was done in 
1688 , and the Act of Settlement on the Princess Sophia and the. 
heirs of her body being Protestants, — the forfeiture of the crown 
by conversion or marriage, — altogether unjust; and that, if the 
Ministers of the Crown advise his Miyesty to consent to cmanei- » 
pation as it is asked, they advise him to give his assent to a libel 
on his title to the throne.” 
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But he Avas summoned from solitary reverids to repel what 
lie considered a deadly assault upon the Church, led on by 
the Duke of Wellington and Mr. Peel. These chiefs, it is 
believed, had become convinced ever since the Clare election 
in the preceding summer, of the necessity of Catholic eman- 
cipation for the safety of the* enn)irc, but it was quite im- 
jiossible that they could with any propriety make known 
their altered views till they had gained the King’s consent 
to the measure, and Parliament wjis about to assemble. After 
much difficulty the King’s written consent to it, signed with 
his own hand, was given, — and on the first day of the new 
session, these thrilling words were spoken by Lord Chancellor 
Lyndhurst to the two Houses of Parliament : His Majesty 
recommends that you should take into your deliberate consi- 
deration the whole condition of Ireland, and that voir 
SHOULD REVIEW THE LAWS WIllCJI IMPOSE CIVIL DIS- 
ABILITIES ON Ills Majesty’s Roman Catholic sub- 
jects.” ♦ 

Lord Eldon lost no time in expressing his high disappro- 
bation of the intentions thus announced. In the course of a 
long and animated speech, in op[)osition to the address, ho 
said, I should betray my duty to my fellow subjects, and 
to the principle of Protcstaiitisin as established at the Re- 
volution — which it now appears was condueted by bigots in 
religion and 2 )olitics (your liordships will also ])ermit me to 
say, there may he hiyots in liberality and laxity^ — if 1 do not 
protest against the ])roposed measure — if I do not raise my 
voice loudly and earnestly against it. Since the Bill of 
Rights, no measure so important has been submitted to l^ir- 
llament by the ruling authority in the state. The barriers 
of our Constitution then established arc to be broken down, 
and the law, the religion, and the liberty of the country ans 
to be subverted. But if the people will rouse themselves, 
a hope still remains, and it shall not be my fault if they arc 
not made conscious of the dangers wdiich surround them. If 
* I had a voice that would sound to the remotest corner of the 
empire, I would re-echo the principle, that if ever a Roman 
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Catholic is permitted to form part of the legislature of this 
country, or to hold any of the great executive offices of the 
Government, from that moment the sun of Great Britain 
IS SET FOR EVER. [^A lauffkJ] My opinions may be 
received with contempt and derision — opprobrium may be 
heaped upon their author — but they shall not be stifled — 
and whatever calamities may befall the nation, it shall be 
known that there was one Englishman who boldly strove to 
avert them.” ^ 

There was no amendment moved to the address — upon 
the understanding that every one was to be at liberty, on 
remeunmj the laws which impose civil disabilities upon the 
Roman Catholics, to contend that they ought to be continued 
without any relaxation, — and there was no trial of strength 
between the contending parties till the election for the 
University of Oxford — the result of which gave great spirit 
to the Anti-Catholics. When Mr. Peel chivalrously vacated 
his scat in the House of Commons, as representative for this 
learned body, — out of compliment to the great Protestant 
champion, it was at first proposed to bring forward, as a 
candidate, his grandson. Lord Encombe, who naturally and 
laudably inherited his opinions, and had made himself very 
much respected while resident as an under-graduate. Lord 
Eldon thereupon wrote to him : — 

“ I am told here that some well-wishers had written to Oxford 
to think of you on the vacancy. This ^vas entirely without iny 
knowledge ; for though my warmest affections and best wishes will 
ever attend you, I should not liave thought that such a proposition, 
at your standing and time of life, w’ould do in opposition to Mr. Peel 
(if any thing would do in opposition to liim), and it is very essential 
that the attempt to change their member at Oxford should not 
fail. But infinite exertions of great men will be made for that 
purpose." 

The young nobleman was gallantly ready to enter the lists, 
but upon consideration it was thought advisable to start an 
oppoiieut to Mr. Peel of more experience and weighty ; and* 
Sir Robert Inglis was selected — a thorough Church<^and- 

20 Hanf^ard, IJ. 
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King politician of the old school, who was universally beloved 

for his social qualities and genuine goodness of heart. This 

arrangement could not be censured by Lord Eldon — but it a.d. I829. 
disconcerted him a little, and he wrote to his grandson : — 

“ I grieve that things have been so unluckily managed about Feb. 19 . 
Oxford. I quite approve of your consenting to be nominated ; I 
think you did quite right. But T am very anxious to stand ac- 
quitted of any intattention to you. Since the idea was dismissed, I 
have been informed tliat people liere thought of it, and now think 
that you might have succeeded, and that Sir 11. 1. will not. Your 
statement and conduct fully justify the conviction that, if you 
were ever in Parliament, you would oppose in the House of Com- 
mons the present Catholic measures. They will commence again 
there after Mr. P. for some place — Oxford or sonic other — is re- 
turned to l^irliament.” 

It is well known tlmt Mr. Peel was defeated at Oxford, 
and was driven to take refuge in Westbury. liord Encoinbe 
Avas soon after returned for Truro, and he represented tliat 
place till after the passing of the Reform Rill, supporting his 
grandfather’s principles with mucli steadiness and modesty. 

The preliminary measure — to put down tlie Catholic As- Uill to put 
sociation — passed tlirough both Chambers very quietly. 

Lord Eldon could not well ofler it any opposition, although Associa- 
lie kncAV to Avhat it led ; but be Avould not vote I'or it, and lie 
absented himself Avhen it Avas discussed in the House of 
Lords. 

A Avar of petitions Avent on here for several Avccks, Avhilc BIkchs- 
the Catholic Relief Bill Avas depending in the Lower House. iTouw^of * 
Lord Eldon Avas supposed to have presented about a thou- . 

1 - .1 1* . , 1 , presenting 

sand against the measure, and 111 presenting tJicm he made petitions 
many speeches to explain and enforce tlic sentiments of the 
petitioners. In these skirmishes he seems generally to have Relief Rill, 
had the advantage, though sometimes (according to his own 
phrase) ‘‘his head Avas put into Chancery.” One petition 
which he presented was from the Company of Tailors at 
Glasgow. Lord Lyndiiurst [aside, in a stage whisper, 
while sitting on the woolsack]. “ What! do the tailors trouble 
themselves about such measures — Lord Eldon. “No 
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wonder ; you can’t suppose that tailors like turncoats*^ [A 
laughJ] . 

On another day, after presenting an immense number of 
petitions, he at last said, I now hold in my hand, my Lords, 
another which I do not know how to treat. It is a petition 
signed by a great many ladies. I am not aware whether 
there be any precedent for admitting ladies as petitioners to 
your Lordships’ House, but I will search the Journals, and see 
whether they have ever been prevented from remonstrating 
against measures which they consider injurious to the Consti* 
tutioii.” — Loud King. “Will the noble and learned earl 
inform the House, as it may materially influence your Lord- 
ships’ decision, whether this petition expresses the sentiments 
of young or of old ladies?” — Lord I]ldon. I cannot 
answer the noble lord as to the exact age of these petitioners ; 
but of this 1 am sure, that there are many women, both 
young and old, who possess more knowledge of the Consti- 
tution, and more common sense, than some descendants of 
Lord Chancellors.” \^A lauglu'] 

Lord Kldon having on several occasions alluded to the 
inefficiency of .oaths prescribed to Roman Catholics as a 
security to the Church, Lord Chancellor Lyndhurst, after 
ably vindicating them from the charge of refusing or dis- 
regarding oaths, thus proceeded : The charge is not made 
in direct terms against the Roman Catholics ; but my noble 
and learned friend did Insinuate that the Roman Catholics 
arc unwilling to swear that they will support the Protestant 
succession to the crown of these realms. My lords, I deem 
it my imperative duty, considering the insidious manner in 
which these insinuations are thrown out day after day, not 
to suffer them to pass without notice. I maintain that the 
Roman Catholics of Ireland arc ready to support the Consti- 
tution as strenuously as the Protestants of Great Britain. 
It is on account of my confidence in them that I will, bj- 
every means in my power, uphold the measure which my 
noble and learned friend so loudly condemns.” 

Lord Eldon, after answering at great length certain argils 
ments of Lord Plunkett, said, I offer no answer, my loi^s, to 
what has fallen from the noble and learned lord on the wool- 



LIPE -OP LORD ELDOX. 

sack. If that noble and learned lord says that my honest 
opinions are uttered with an insidious design, my character 
— known to my country for more than fifty years— is, I 
feel, more than sufficient to repel so unfounded a charge.” * 
At last the Bill was to be delivered, at the bar of the House 
of Lords, into the hands of Lord Lyndhurst. The messengers 
of the Coiiimons, although they recollected that while he sat 
among them he had strenuously opposed the measure, and that 
he had been made Chancellor as an Anti-Catholic, yet knowing 
that he had seen the error of his ways, — instead of the scornful 
grins and dark scowls, which had formerly been witnessed on 
similar occasions in Lord Eldon’s time, — there was now a re- 
ciprocation of nods, and ])ecks, and wreathed smiles, as the 
jmrse with the Great Seal was rested on the bar, and the 
announcement was made, ‘‘The Commons have i)assed a bill 
to relieve his Majesty’s Roman (’atholic subjects from their 
civil disabilities, to which tliey jmiy the concurrence of your 
Lordships.” This message being gaily recited by the Chan- 
cellor, on his return to the woolsack. Lord Eldon shook his 
head and looked melancholy, having the worst anticipations of 
the result. Resolved, nevertheless, to do his <luty, ho op- 
posed the first reading, although he did not divide upon it; 
and he made a struggle for jKistponing the second reading to 
a distant day. He was hy no means satisfied witli wlnit 
‘‘ agitation ” had yet done to stir up resistance to the measure, 
and was highly indignant at wliat he considered tlie general 
apathy. Thus he addressed l^ady F raiiccs; — 

“ The newspapers seern all ernployeil in endeavonring to rouse 
the country to petition against the Homan Catholic, relief mea- 
sures, and the language those pap<irs mldress to iiic piiiilic on this 
matter seems proof enough that the country cares very little about 
the matter. We fear there is a falling off in the I^orfls, whieli will 
reduce the former majority. Some say, after what you have done 
for the dissenters, the republicans, we won’t vote against the 
Roman Catholics, who are, at least, friends to monareliy: other 
lords say, we can’t continue for ever in a contest of the kind we 
have been s<^ long engaged in ; and though some folks hdl us 
that there is a great Anti-Catholic feeling in the people, we per- 

• 20 Hansard, J027— 1042. 
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ceive no signs of it ; and it looks as if, ere long, the great body, 
who belong to the. Established Church, will wake some mornmg 
from their sleep, and hearing the news that the Roman Catholics 
liave succeeded, will dispose of the matter with ‘ Oh dear, who 
could have thought it ! ** * 

When the debate on the second reading came on, there 
was a contest between the Chancellor and the Ex-Chancellpr, 
Avhich should have the advantage of following the other. 
The former, being often personally appealed to by Anti- 
Catholic speakers, was forced up, and outdid the ability of his 
admirable speech on the other side, for which he was sup- 
posed to have been a good deal indebted to the pamphlet of 
Dr. Philpotts. He now very boldly charged Lord Eldon 
with inconsistency, in having agreed to several bills giving 
benefits to Roman Catholics when he was Attorney General 
under Mr. Pitt, and more particularly Avith having made 
such an outcry against the Whig Bill in 1807, to allow Roman 
CJatholics to hold commissions in the army, and afterwardsj 
Avhen he held the Great Seal, cordially agreeing to the very 
same, measure. He then laid great stress upon the fact 
that for a century after the Reformation, and during five 
Protestant reigns, Roman Catholic peers had been allowed to 
sit and vote in that House. — Loud Eldon. Did the noble 
and learned lord know that fact last year?” — Loud Lynd- 
HlJ iiST [Avith most enviable coolness]. I must OAvn, my Lords, 
that I did not ; but I have since prosecuted my studies. I 
have advanced i!i knoAvledge and in Avisdorn, and perhaps iny 
noble and learned friend might improve himself in the same 
Avay, and with the same result.” ’ 

When Lord Eldon rose he is said to have been much ex- 
hausted, and to have been sufiering from a fit of the gout,, 
but he still displayed spirit and energy. He retorted the, 
charge of inconsistency, showing the rapid changes of his ^ 
accuser under Lord Liverpool, Mr. Canning, and the Duke, 
of Wellington. He added, — “ I ceased to call the noble aod 
learned lord on the Avoolsnck niy noble and learned friend^^ 

* This is somewhat like the prophecy in the reign of Charles 11. : ** We Pro- 

testants shall awake some morning, and find our throats all eut the Papists.* \ 
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oecanse he accused me of disingenuous insinuations and a 
designed mystification of the articles of the Union witl 
Scotland -'this the noble and learned lord did in language 
which I felt to be extremely disrespectful. But, if the noble 
and learned lord can make up the difference between him- 
self in the House of Commons and himself in this place re- 
specting the present measure, I am ready to be reconciled to 
him, and to forget all that has passed. I feel, in making these 
remarks, that there is a sort of indecorum in such a dispute 
between a Chancellor and an Ex-Cliancellor, but I cannot 
refrain from expressing my astonishment that the noble and 
learned lord should attempt to show that he himself had 
been consistent by preferring a cliargc of inconsistency against 
me. I have read the speech of the Attorney General — not 
Sir Charles Wetherell, one of the most honest and inde- 
pendent men in the profession — but of the noble and learned 
lord now on the woolsack — Attorney General in June last. 
From that speech I have drawn almost all the arguments I 
have used in defence of the Corporation and Test Acts, and 
to prove the ruinous consequences of the concessions now 
proposed. Since then tlicre is no change in the circumstances 
of the country, although there is a great change in the cir- 
cumstances of the nol)lc and learned lord. 11 is sudden con- 
version may be sincere and disinterested, but surely he is not 
the man to taunt me witli inconsistency. Laying my account 
to encounter obloquy while I was in office, I hoped to have 
escaped it when I retired into private life ; but I regret to 
find that it is still thought a pleasant thing in Parliament to 
have a dash at the Ex-Chanccllor. This brings to my mind 
an anecdote which, though not perhaps well suited to this 
serious question, I will, with the [)atience of the House, take 
the liberty to mention. I was once at Buxton with my 
vendhiblc friend Ldixl Thurlow, who went there for the be- 
nefit of the waters. 1 called on him one evening at the inn 
where he Avas residing, when he told me that he had heard 
there were six or eight persons in the house who meant to 
have a dash* at the Ex-Chanccllor in the bath the next 
morning. I asked him what course he intended to take, and 
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he replied prudently, * that he meant to keep out of the way.’ 
The misfortune is, I have not been able to keep out of the 
way of those who have been anxious to have a dash at me.” 

and a laugh."] lie then referred to the different con- 
cessions to the Catholics to which he had assented, showing 
how trifling they were, whereas the present sweeping mea- 
sure was more monstrous than any Whig Government would 
have dared to pro])osc.”* — lie did not explain how he came 
to support the very measure on which he had contrived to 
turn out all the Talents.” — After three nights’ debate, the 
second reading was carried by a large majority. 

In the committee Lord Eldon was very pathetic upon the 
clause which dispensed wdth the necessity of an oath from 
Homan Catholics, that the Poi^e has no spiritual jurisdiction 
within this realm. I beg your Lordships,” said he, “ to think 
indulgently of me who have sworn over and over again — ay, 
forty times — that his Majesty has the supremacy now de- 
nied to him. — I beg your Lordships to think indulgently of 
me if I cannot presume to take away a supremacy which has 
been recognised as an indisputable right of the Crown ever 
since the reign of Edward the Confessor. I cannot — I will 
not break the oath which I have taken.” This reasoning was 
most undoubtedly fallacious, and Lord Eldon ought to have 
known that it was so. Lord Lyndhurst strongly animad- 
verted upon it, and intimated that Lord Eldon had been 
arguing against his better knowledge ; *‘Now, my Lords,” 
continued he, arc we to be overborne by the talent, the 
learning, and the name of the noble and learned lord, who 
comes down here and deals with subjects of so much import- 
ance in this way?” — Loud Eldon. ‘*My Lords, the au- 
thorities would, I think, fully support my reasoning. I have 
now been twenty-nine years in this House, and have on all 
public questions spoken my opinions — * sometimes pefliapa 
in language too strong — but always with sincerity — and I' 
have now to tell the noble and learned lord on the woolisack 
that I have never borne dowm the House, and I will not now 
be borne down by him nor twenty such.” f 


* 21 Hansard, 41 — 394. 
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The Duke of Wellington having moved the third reading 
of the bill, Lord Eldon then addressed the House, — pro- 
bably, he said, for the last time. After five-aiid-twenty 
years of conscientious . opposition to measures like the pre- 
sent, he was anxious to take this final opportunity of stating 
his opinion and the grounds of it. He assured the House 
that after this bill should have passed, strong and deep-rooted 
as were his objections to it, he should feel it his duty to en- 
deavour, by every mcaiis in his power, to soothe down the 
agitation which it had created, to let his countrymen know that 
it was their duty to obey tbc laws, however they niiglit have 
been opposed to tbcin while in their progress through Parlia- 
ment. It was not liis desire — ( Jod forbid ! — to add in any 
way whatever to the agitation which he knew existed in the 
country, to an extent at which he was aflrighted. He would 
1)0 satisfied to pass the remainder of his days in retirement 
from public life — satisfied that, during the many years in 
whicli he had been engaged in public lile, he bad endcavoin'cd 
to do his duty, and that he had done it siiKierely and con- 
scientiously in oj)po 8 iiig the present l)ill. During a long 
course of years ho laid considered the nature and tendemy of 
such a bill as this with all the attention in his power ; and 
though he admitted tliat consistency in error was one of the 
greatest blots which could attach to the character of a states- 
man, — and though he should he asliamecl to claim credit for 
consistency in any opinion If he could for an instant see that 
it was one whicli he could not justify, — yet with every dis- 
position to discover the error in his opinion, if error there was, 
he had considered this question over and over again in every 
possible {)oint of view ; and after all that consideration, he 
would Buy, that, so help him God ! he would ratlier perish 
that moment than give his consent to the hill before their 
Lordships. lie thought this hill the most dangerous that 
had ever been presented to the considenitioii of Parliament. 
Could it bo a matter of pleasure or of comfort to him to stand 
in the situation he did, in opposition to the noble duke and 
those other friends from whom he now differed so widely on 
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ibis point ? He owned it would have ^iven him pleasune to 
support them, if he could have done so conscientiously.” After 
reviewing, and insisting upon the settlement niade of the 
Constitution by the Revolution of 1688, and the Act of Union 
with Scotland, and indicating his doubts respecting the fitness 
of the Irish disfranchisement which was intended to accompany 
tliis relief bill, he protested against the present measure> as 
fraught with ruin to the purest Church and the purest system 
of Christianity which the world had ever seen- Thus he con- 
cluded with much emotion, I believe that I know something 
of the Catholic clergy, and of their feelings towards our Pro- 
testant Church; and though it is late in life for me to alter my 
opinion, I should be willing to think better of them if I could. 
But I do declare, my Lords, that I would rather hear at this 
moment that to-morrow mv existence was to cease — an illus- 
tration, however, which I put as of no great force, since I 
should look upon that event as any thing but an affliction — 
than to awake to the reflection that I had consented to an act 
which had stamped me as a violator of my solemn oath, a 
traitor to my Church, and a traitor to the Constitution!” 

Nevertheless, the third reading was carried by a majority 
of 213 to 109.* A strong protest against it, which Lord 
Eldon drew, was signed by him, and many other peers. 

Nothing more could be done within the walls of Parlia- 
ment ; but in his zeal ho was determined to act upon the 
doctrine he had promulgated — that the King, if he personally 
disapproved of the Bill, ought to dissent to it, although it had 
passed both Houses. Accordingly, he had two audiences of 
George IV. — to present Petitions praying that his Majesty 
W’ould withhold the royal assent from the bill, — and to ad- 
vise him to comply with this prayer. The attempt was by no 
means a desperate one, for the King, notwithstanding bis 
early prepossessions in favour of the Roman Catholics, had of 
late years formed a strong opinion against removing their dis- 
abilities ; and, although he liad given in writing a promise to 
support this bill, he had been told that such a promise wl^ 


• 21 Hansard, 619— 697. 
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contrary to his coronation oath 5 and was not binding. The 
Ex-Chancellor alone thought that he could reject the bill on ‘ V ■ 
his own scruples, without the advice of responsible Ministers, a.d. laaa. 
but a plan was pointed out to him for rejecting the bill consti- 
tutionally, — for “ he might dismiss his present Ministers, — 
call in others who had a due respect for the Protestant Es- 
tablishment,- — and, saying Z<? Itoi s\ivtserai he might dissolve 
Parliament ; — there might he a ‘rebellion in Ireland, but the 
^ No Popery cry ’ was now so strong in Great Britain that 
he might safely rely upon a Protestant House of Commons 
being returned, who would save the Churcli, if tlic cminrc 
should be dismembered.” 

We have, from Lord Eldon’s own pen, a very interesting nc- 
account of these eonfcrcnecs. Of the first, which took place interview"* 
on the 28th of March, and lasted four hours, he says, — His ^'5** 
Majesty employed a very considerable portion of his time in this sub-**" 
stating all that he represented to have passed ivlien Mr. Can- 
ning was made Minister, and expressly stated that Mr. C. 
would never, and that he had engaged that he ivould never, 
allow him to be troubled about the Boman Catholic question. 

He blamed all the Alinisters who had retired iqion C.’s ap- 
pointment; represented, in substance, tliat iJieir retirement, 
and not he, had made C. Minister. He exeepted Irom this 
blame, in words, myself.” — The memorandum, after using the 
freedom to question this representation respecting the ap- 
pointment of Mr. Canning as Prime Minister, goes on with 
his Majesty’s grievances from the Duke of Wellington: — 

** That at the time the Administration Avas formed, no reason 
was given him to suppose tfiat any measures for the relief of 
the Roman Catholics Avcrc intended or thought of by Mi- 
nisters — that he had frequently himself suggested the abso- 
lute necessity of putting down the llonian Catholic Asso- 
ciation, of suspending the Habeas Corpus Act, to destroy 
the powers of the most seditious and rebellious jmxieedings 
of the members of it, and particularly at the time that Law- 
less made his march, — that instead of following what he had 
so strongly recommended, after some (the exact time I cannot 
recollect that he mentioned, but some) time, not a very long 
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CHAP, time, before the present session, he was applied to to allow 
his Ministers to propose to him, as an united Cabinet, the 
a, i >.1829. opening the Parliament by sending such a message as his 
speech contained ; — that, after much struggling against it, 
and after the measure had been strongly pressed upon him as 
of absolute necessity, he had consented that the Protestant 
members of his Cabinet, if they could so persuade them- 
selves to act, might join in such a representation to him, but 
that he would not then, nor in liis recommendation to Par- 
liament, pledge himself to any thing. He repeatedly men- 
tioned that he represented to his Ministers the infinite pain it 
gave him to consent even so far as that. * * * 

He complained that he had never seen the bills — that 
the condition of Ireland had not been taken into consideration 

— that the Association Bill had been passed through both 
Houses before he had seen it — that it was a very inefficient 
measure compared to those which lie had in vain, himself, 
recommended — that the other proposed measures gave him 
the greatest possible pain and uneasiness — that he was in 
the state of a person with a pistol presented to his breast — 
that he had nothing to fall back upon — that his Ministers 
liad threatened (I think he said twice, at tlie time of my 
seeing him) to resign, if the measures were not proceeded in, 
and that he liad said to them ‘ Go on,’ when he knew not 
how to relieve himself from the state in which he was placed: 

— and that in one of those meetings, wlicn resignation was 
threatened, he was urged to the sort of consent he gave, by 
wliat passed in the interview between him and his Ministers, 
till the interview and the talk had brought him into such a 
state, that he hardly knew what lie was about, when he, after 
sc vend hours, said ‘ Go on.’ — lie then repeatedly expressed 
himself as in a state of the greatest misery, repeatedly saying, 

^ What can Ido? I have nothing to fall back upon:’ and 
musing for some time, and then again repeating the same 
expression. * ♦ ♦ 

“In this day’s audience his Majesty did not show me 
many papers that he showed me in the second. — I collected. 
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from what passed in tlje second, that his consent to go on 
was in wTitings then shown to me. After a great deal of 
time spent,” (still in the first interview) in which his Ma* 
jesty was sometimes silent — apparently uneasy — occasion- 
ally stating his distress — the hard usage he had received — 
his wish to extricate himself — that he had not w'liat to look 
to — what to fall back upon — that he was miserable beyond 
Avhat he could express ; — I asked him whether his Majesty, 
so frequently thus expressing himself^ meant cither to cjijoin 
me, or to forbid inc, considering or trying wluithcr any thing 
could bo found or arranged, upon which he covhl fall back. 
He said, * I neither enjoin you to do so, nor forbid you to do 
80 ; but, for God’s sake, take care that I am not exposed to 
the humiliation of being again placed in such circumstances, 
that I must submit again to pray of iny present Ministi'rs 
that they will remain with me.’ Tin api)carcd to me to be 
exceedingly miserable, and intimated that he would see me 
again. 

** I was not sent for afterwards, but went on "rhursday, 
the 9tli April, with more addresses. In the second interview, 
wdiich began a little befiu’c tw'o o’clock, the King repeatedly, 
and witli some minutes inti‘rj)osed between Jiis siieh re))eated 
declarations, musing in silence in the interim, cxprcsscjd bis 
anguish, and pain, and misery, that the measure bad ever 
been thought of, and as often d<^clared that he had be(*ii most 
liarshly and cruelly treated — that he Jiad been treated as a 
man, whose consent had been asked with a ))istol ])ointe.i to 
his breast, or as obliged, if be did not give it, to leap down 
from a five pair of stairs window. — What could he do ? What 
laid he to fall back upon ? * * * 

** I told him that his late Majesty, when he ditl not mean 
that a measure proposed to him should pass, expressed his 
determination in the most early stage of the business : — if it 
seemed to himself necessary to dissent, be asked no advice 
about dismissing his Ministers: be made that bis own act — 
he trusted to what he had to hope for from his subjects, ivlio, 
~ when he had placed Jiimsclf in such, circumstance^, and 
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protected them from the violence of party, if party, meaning 
to be violent, should get uppermost, — could not leave him 
unsupported — that on the other hand, there could not but 
be great difficulties in finding persons willing to embark in 
office, when matters had proceeded to the extent to which 
the present measures had been carried, — as was .supposed, 
and had been represented^ after full explanation of them to his 
Majesty i — and he had so far assented. 

** This led to his mentioning again what he had to say as 
to his assent. In the former interview it had been represented 
that, after much conversation twice with his Ministers or 
such as had cOme down, he had said, ^ Go on ; ’ and upon the 
latter of tdiose two occasions, after many hours’ fatigue, and 
exhausted by the fatigue of conversation, he had said^ ^ Go 
on.’ He now produced two papers^ which he represented as 
copies of what he had written to them, in tohich he assents to 
their proceeding and going on with the hill, adding certainly 
in each, as he read them, very strong expressions of the pain 
and misery the proceedings gave him. It struck me at the 
time that 1 should, if I had been in office, have felt consider- 
able difficulty about going on after reading such expressions ; 
but whatever might be fair observation, as to giving, or not, 
effect to those expressions, I told his Majesty it was impossible 
to maintain that his assent had not been expressed, or to cure 
the evils which were consequential, — after the bill, in such 
circumstances, had been read a second time, and in the Lords’ 
House with a mnjority of 105. This led him to much con- 
versation upon that fact, that he had, he said, been deserted 
by an aristocracy that had supported his father — that, in- 
stead of forty-five against the measure, there were twice that 
number of peers for it — that every thing was revolutionary 
— every thing was tending to revolution — and the peers and 
the aristocracy were giving way to it. They (he said more 
than once or twice more) supported his father ; but see what 
they had done to Aim. I took the liberty to say that I agreed 
that matters were rapidly tending to revolution — that I had ' 
long thought that this measure of .Catholic emancipation woB 
meant to be and would certainly be a step towards producing 
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it — tliat It was avowed as such with the Radicals in 1724, CHAP; 
1725, and 1726: — that many of the Catholic Association were 
understood to have been engaged in all the transactions in 
irehand in 1798 — and Avhat had they not been threatening 
to do if this measure was not carried, and even if it was 
carried ? But I thought it only just to some of the peers 
who voted for the bill to suiipose that they had been led, or 
misled, to believe that his Majesty had agreed and consented 
to it. 

“ lie then began to talk about the coronation oath. On 
that I could only repeat what 1 had before said, if his Ma- 
jesty meant me to say any thing upon the subject. Under- 
standing that he did so wish, I repeated that, as far as his 
oath was concerned, it was a matter between him, God, and 
his conscience, whether giving his royal assent to this mea- 
sure was ^ supporting, to the utmost of his ])ower, the IVo- 
testant reformed religion.’ That it was not my opinion, nor 
the opinions of the archbishops, bishops, or lay peers {all 
which he must know, as well the opinions in favour of the 
measure as those against it) that were to guide and govern 
him ■; but he was to act according to his own conscientious 
view of the obligations under which such an oath placed him. 

“ Little more passed — except occasional bursts of expres- 
sion, — * What can I do? What can I now fall back upon? 

What can I fall back upon ? 1 am miserable, wretched, my 

situation is dreadful ; nobody about me to advise with. Jf I 
do give my assent, I’ll go to the baths abroad, and from 
thence to Ilanover; I’ll return lu) more to Kngland — I’JI 
make no Homan Catholic pcer!§ — T will not do what this bill 
will enable me to do — I’ll return no more — let them get a 
Catholic king in Clarence.’ I think he also im’nti(jned Sus- 
sex. ‘ The people will see that I did not wish this.’ 

There were the strongest apjiearances ceiiainly of misery. 

He, more than once, stopped my leaving him. Wlien the 
time came that I was to go, he threw his arms round my neck 
and expressed great misery. I left him about twenty mi- 
nutes or a quarter before five. 

I certainly thought, when I left him, that he would 
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CHAP, express great difficulty when the bill was proposed for the 
CCIX. royal assent (great, but which would be overcome,) a,bout 
^ j, jg 29 giving it* I fear that it seemed to be given as matter of 
course.” 

Lord Eldon’s hopes had been high, but when the com- 
mission for giving the royal assent to the bill came down to 
Windsor, the King had not the courage to refuse to sign it,— 
and, on the 13 th of April, — instead of “Ze Roi/ s^aviseruy^ — 
the words wer^pronounced over it, LeRoi k veut ^^ — Next 
day Lord Eldon wrote to his daughter : — 

“(April 14th, 1829.) 

The bill “The fatal bill received the royal assent yesterday afternoon, 
roy^ras After all I had heard in iny visits, not a day’s delay ! God bless 
sent. US, and His Cliurch !” 

April so. j-Jq the poor consolation of finding that the King had 
acted contrary to his own strong inclination, and that he was 
much enraged against his Ministers and their supporters. 

He wrote soon after to Lady Frances : — 

Lord El- “ I went to the levee in consequence of a communication that it 
<lon’s warm much desired that I sliould do so by the King. I was grieved 
thriovd".*'* that my visit was a visit of duty to a Sovereign wliose supremacy 
is sliared by that Italian priest, as Sliakspcarc calls the Pope. 
But I heard that he much wislied it, and I understood that it would 
be a relief if I would go. I was certainly received with a very 
marked attention. I followed those who are in the high places of 
office, to whom one bow was made. When I was about to pass, 
expecting the same slight notice, lie took me by the hand and 
shook it heartily, speaking with great kindness. .It was very 
much remarked that he showed to the late minority a degree of at- 
tention, not manilested to those, Svho, I understand, he much com- 
plained of, as having forced him to the late disastrous measure. I 
liave been tohl this morning, that, at his dinner, he expressed 
gn^at pl(?asurc at liaving had his friend Lord Eldon by the hand at 
his levee — # * * 

He is certainly very w'retched about the late business. It is a pity 
be lias not the comfort of being free from blame himself. The 
ladies to-day are swarming to the drawing-room : but I don’t go 
fo-day, my visit of yesterday being occasioned by particular cii^ 
CLimstanecs, which I have mentioned.” 
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*‘Tlie universal talk here is about the manner in which the 
King» at the levde, received the voters for the Catholics — most 
uncivilly — markedly so towards the lords spiritual, the bishops 
who so voted, — and the civility with which he received the Anti- 
Catholic voters, particularly the bishops. It seems to be very 
general talk now, that his Ministers went much beyond what they 
sliould have said in Parliament as to his consent to the measure. 
Consent however he certainly did ; but with a language of reluc- 
tance, pain, and misery, which, if it had been re|ircsented, would 
have prevented a great deal of that ratting, which carried the 
measure. 

The Duke of Cumberlaiul dined with me yesterday. No com- 
pany but Mamma and Bessy.” 

The following is his last letter upon the subject, con- 
taining prophecies which I hope never will be verified : — 

“ If your scrap, laudatory of your fatlier, which came in your 
letter, is not returned in this, you may be assured it will bo 
returned in some otlier epistle. 1 fought as well as I could, but I 
am not wliat I wais ; and I never wais what a statesman — an 
accomplished statesman — ought to be. Indeed a lawyer hardly 
can be both learned in bis profession and accomplished in ]>o1itieal 
science. The country will feel — deeply feel — the evils arising 
from this late measure. Not that those evils wdJl be felt in its 
immediate effects. Those in whose lavour tluj measure has takcni 
}>lace are too wary — far too wary — to give an alarm iininediat(;ly ; 
but fjw years will i)ass before its direful eU’eets will be. luaile 
juanifest in the ruin of some of our most sacred, and most reve- 
renced, and most useful establishments.” 

Had the measure been carried as proposed by Mr. Pitt, in 
1801, at the time of the Union, it w ouhl hav(; been safe and 
efficacious. The long delay certainly impaired] its healing 
tendency, and rendered it dangerous by the example of suc- 
cessful agitation ; but we may yet liopc to see Protestants 
and Roman Catholics enjoying C(pial rights, and c(j[ually 
attached to the Constitution. 

Those who differ in opinion with Lord Eldon on tlie 
question of Catholic emancipation, must respect the sincerity 
and. admire the energy with which he o{)posed it. There is 
no ground for imputing to him any fanatical attachment to 
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Protestantism, or horror of Popery. He viewed it much 
more as a political than as a religious question, and his great 
object was to prevent power from passing into the hands of 
those who he thought would abuse it. In the fervour of his 
Anti-Catholic zeal, and when actually within hearing of the 
Bishops, he persisted in the habit of profane swearing, to 
which he, along with most of his contemporaries, was addicted. 

In one of the debates on the Catholic question,” says Lord 
Byron, when we were either equal or within one (I forget 
which) I had been sent for in great haste to a ball, which I 
quitted, I confess, somewhat reluctantly, to emancipate five 
millions of people. I came in late, and did not go immediately 
into the body of the House, but stood just behind the wool- 
sack. Lord lOldon turned round, and catching my eye, im- 
mediately said to a peer who had come to him for a few 
minutes on the woolsack, as is the custom of his friends, 

« D n them ! they’ll have it now ! By G , the vote 

that is just come in will give it them * 

The noble poet afterwards, in some lines which he wrote 
us a continuation of the Devil’s Walk,” showed that he had 
taken a very unfavourable view of the Ex-Chancellor’s feelings 
and wishes on this subject: — 

“ And lie saw the tears iii Klclon’s eyes. 

Because the Catholics would not rise, 

III spite of his tears ami his prophecies.” 

But, in truth, I believe the noble and learned lord was well 
pleased to find that his jiropliecies were falsified. Thus he 
very good-humouredly refers to one of them : — 

“ I don’t know what state you ’are in, in London, but here, one 
should tliink that a second deluge has been ordained : and a tenant 
of mine, of a house in Kingston here, says, ‘ It is all owing to the 
bill in favour of the Itoniaiis:’ like unto what was reported of a 
nniid-sorvant of Lady Godericli, wlio, complaining of wet weatheij 
was informed by the servant, ‘ Why, madam, you know that Lord 
Eldon said, if ‘^thc bill” passed, tiik sun op Great Britain 
WAS SET FOR EVER.’”t 

Meanwhile, he was the idol of the Anti-Catholic party 

* Moore's Life of Byron. « 

t Letter from Encombe to I.aily Frances Rankes, Sepb 182k 
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throughout the United Kingdom. For his great exertions 
in the cause, he received the freedom of Dublin, Cork, 
Bristol, Exeter, and many other cities and corporations; 
many children were named after him by pious parents; 
addresses were sent to him from bodies of the clergy, hailing 
him as tlie truest friend of the Chureh ; a scho'ol Avas endowed 
at Vauxhall to commemorate his able, zealous, and constant 
defence of the Protestant reformed religion against every 
innovation,” and the Eldon Law Scholarship ” was founded 
by a munificent suliscription in the University of Oxford. 

I am glad to relate that by an administration of reciprocal 
flattery, the sharp disjiutcs between the Chancellor and the 
Ex-Chancellor, which had arisen during the discussions on tlic 
Catholic Relief Bill, were adjusted, and they were again desig- 
nated the ‘‘ noble and learned friends ” of each other. Towards 
the conclusion of the session, during a debate on the bill for the 
appointment of an additional 0 (iuity judge, Lord Lyndhurst 
said, very handsomely, ‘‘ I (.nvc it to the noble and leariKnl lord 
to observe, that the same evil exists, to the same extent, in my 
time, as it existed in his. ft is impossible for me, — notwith- 
standing the political differences which now divide us, — it is im- 
jiossiblc for me, I say, having once mentioned the name of that 
noble and learned lord, not to add, that no man, sitting on the 
same bcncli which he so long filled, and considering the nature 
of his dccision-J, can refrain from admiring his profound saga- 
city, his great erudition, and his extmordinary attainments. It 
has been often said in the profession, that no one ever doubted 
his decrees, except the noble and learned lord himself. I am 
sure, from the short opportunity which 1 have had of judging 
of them, that none of his predecessors ever had a more com- 
plete command of the Avholc complicated system of equity, 
than that noble and learned personage. I therefore feel my- 
self bound to say, that 1 do not ascribe the delays which have 
taken place in the Court of Chancery to the noble earl, but 
to the system established in that Court. I say that there 
•has never been sufficient poAver in the judge, to dispose of 
causes when ready for hearing, since the first establishment of 
the Court of Chancery.” 
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Lord Eldon, after requesting that time might be allowed 
for a due consideration of the measure, adverted to the com- 
plimentary language employed by the Lord Chancellor, and 
said, tliat ‘^whatever might have been the political differ- 
ences between himself and the noble lord, he was not the 
person unwilling to be reconciled ; particularly when more 
had been said in his praise than he deserved. He had, in- 
deed, done all in his power to administer justice with industry, 
diligence, and fidelity : beyond that, he must claim no credit.” 
— Further, in reference to the narrow-minded notions of 
some Chancery practitioners, that the present Chancellor was 
unfit for his office, because he had not been brought up to 
draw bills and answers in an equity-draughtsman’s office, the 
Ex-Chanccllor emphatically said, “ some J udges FROM THE 
COMMON Law Courts have formed almost as gqod 
Judges in Chancery as any that ever sat in that 
Court.”* — Lawyers’ are like Lovers’ quarrels. 

• 21 Hansard, 1274. 1492. 
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CHAPTEK CCX. 


CONTINUATION OF THIS LIFIS OF LOUD ELOON TILL AFTER TJIK 
PASSING OF THE KEFOUlil 15ILL. 


A LULL succeeded the tempest created by the Catholic CHAP, 
lielief Bill, and the session wliich commenced in February, ^ ^ 
1830, was comparatively quiet. Tlio only measure on which a. n. isso. 
Lord Eldon took a prominent part, was the excellent bill 
prepared by Sir James Scarlett, then Attorney General, for \ukcs tiic 
abolishing the jurisdiction of the Courts of Great Sessions in 
Wales, — for increasing the number of the Judges in the theju is- 
Courts at Westminster, — for enabling these J udges to go cir- 
euits in Wales, as in England, — and for introducing several 
other palpable improvements in the administration of justice. 

This was of course opposed by Lord Eldon. Although W clsh 
judgeships, from being considered political appointments, had 
])roduccd a very demoralizing elKjct among lawyers in the 
House of Commons, and the Welsh Courts were almost una- 
nimously condemned as Inefficient, insomuch, that some said 
landed property in Wales was worth several years ])urchaso 
less than in England, on account of the consequent insecurity 
of title, — he gallantly defended them, because they had both 
a legal and an equitable jurisdiction — asserting that they had 
long satisfactorily brought home justice to the doors of the 
inhabitants of the Principality.* — However, he did not ven- 
ture to divide against the bill, — being afraid of walking out 
alone. 

But, his courage rising, he did call for a division against 

XI • in the 

the bill for appointing anew Vice-Judge in tlie Court ot nou«cof 
Chancery — when the Autocrat, who for a quarter of a cen- ® 

X -■« i'lTT o y 1 ^ luJilority or 

tury dictated the decisions of the House of Lords, found four, 
himself in a minority of four / f 

• 82 Hansard, 925. 23 lb. 829. 


t 24 lb. J 128* 
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This was his last appearance in the House of Lords daring 
the reign of George IV. There had been no intercourse between 
him and his ** young master,” since his appearance at the levee 
on the passing of the Homan Catholic Relief Bill, — and after 
a burst of ill-humour, his Majesty had become entirely recon- 
ciled to the Ministers who advised that measure. Lord Eldon 
was deeply hurt at finding himself neglected by him whom he 
had faithfully counselled on many trying occasions, but he 
never for supposed personal wrongs relaxed from his loyal 
attachment to the jMjrson as well as the authority of the 
Sovereign. lie was greatly distressed by the accounts now 
received from Windsor, indicating that a demise of the Crown 
could not be far distant, and he assisted in suggesting amend- 
ments to the bill, allowing the use of a stamp for the King’s 
signature, to be applied to documents, which, by the ordinary 
law, required the sign manual. 

He was comforted by observing that some symptoms of a 
coalition between the existing Ministry and the Whigs, 
which had alarmed him very unnecessarily*, now entirely 
disappeared, and he hopcnl to see a pui’e Tory Government 
restored In the new reign. Although the early friends” 
had continued excluded from office^ he complained that during 
the latter years of George IV. they had been in the enjoyment 
of powevy — and he yet hoped to live to sec the day when an 
effectual check should be given to innovation, — libels should 
be again prosecuted with due severity — and in case of any 
danger to the public peace, he might rejoice in seeing the 

Habeas Corpus Act ” suspended, and Parliament adopting 
wholesome measures of coercion. The heir to the throne, on 
whose vow he had fondly relied, was gone, but Jilthough he 
had no personal acquaintance with the Duke of Clarence, 
who was next in succession, he had good hopes of him from 

• In Juno, 1829, he had written to Lady Frances Bankes : — “ \Ve under- 

stand that Lord llusslyn is to be Privy Seal. It is believed that gie wish was 
to have I.ord Grey ; but that not being likely to be agreed to by the King, they 
took Kosslyn as another Whig.'* He had likewise been much perturbed by the 
appointment of Mr. Abercromby, a notorious Whig, as Lord Chief Baroo .of 
the Court of Exchequer in Scotland. 
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the part which his Royal Highness had formerly taken along 
with himself in defending the slave trade.* 

On the 26th of June, George IV. expired — not very 
deeply regretted by any class or any party in the state. 
Possessing great natural advantages, both of person and of 
intellect, along with his exalted rank, — if he could have 
exercised self-control, he . might have been respected and 
beloved — but, giving way to every inclination and caprice, 
lie disgusted the nation by a gross violation of the duties of 
domestic life, and he displayed no firmness in maintaining 
any principles of government. The glories of his Regency, 
the people ascribed to the happy aus[)ices of the King, still 
supposed to be on the throne; from the time that he began 
to reign in his own right, he had been engaged in the un- 
happy contest with his wife ; and of late years, shut uj) in his 
palace,'and as much as possible shunning the public gaze, he 
had been regarded as a heartless voluptuary. 

At the accession of W^illiam IV. there was general joy, 
from his popular manners, his straightforward character, 
and the apjicllatloii given to him of the Sailor King.” 
Lord Eldon, who had been the Chancellor of the two 
preceding Sovereigns, was in hopes that he shouhl have been 
specially noticed at tlie coinnicneemcnt of tlic now reign, and 
probably restored to the Cabinet. 

The Great Seal, 1 really believe, be now would have de- 
clined, unless it had been forced upon him ; but he would still 
have been highly pleased to be President of the Council, lie 


* However, it would appear that lus Royal Highness liad spoken very slight- 
ingly of the fast friend of the Duke of Cumberland. Lord Lldon, only a year 
or two before his own death, declared that he had never conversed with WiU 
liam IV. except twice, — adding this curious anecdote of the SAii.oii-KiNO : — 
“ I went with Dr, Grey, the late Rishop of Bristol, to present an address. After 
it had been presented, as I was passing, the King stopped me, and said, * My 
Lord, political parties and feelings have run very high, and I nrn afraid 1 have 

made observations upon your Lordship which now ” I immediately said, 

* I entreat your Majesty’s pardon ; a subject must not hear the language of 
apology from the lips of his Sovereign,’-— and passed on .” — Twisty ch. liii. It 
must very hazardous to criticise the tact of such a consummate irnistcr of 
» courtly arts ; but to the uninitiated it would seem better if the Sui>ject had nut 
abruptly stopped the Sovereign, and, assuming superiority, prevented him from 
finishing a prepared speech, which might have been as pointed as that of 
James If., when he said that **a King of England must not remember the 
quarrels of a Duke of York.’* 
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had the satisfaction to observe that William at first showed 
no inclination for the Whigs; but at the same time he Was 
disappointed and mortified in finding that he himself was not 
sent for to be consulted at Court, and that his old colleagues 
seemed entirely to stand aloof from him. Under these cir- 
cumstances he entered fully into the feelings of the other 
leaders of the Ultra-Protestant party, who deeply resented 
what they called the treachery of the Duke of Wellington and 
Mr. Peel respecting the Catholic question, and, exclaiming 
^*NusqUx\m tuta files! ’’vowed revenge, — even at the risk 
of the Whigs being for a time admitted to office. He be- 
lieved that this must be a sliort-livcd evil, and he declared 
that an obnoxious party, whose bad principles were avowed, 
would be less formidable to the Church than her pretended 
friends. 

An opportunity soon arose for our Ex- Chancellor to show 
his propensities; and, for the first time in his life, he was 
heard loudly cheering the leader of the Whigs. 

In answer to William IV.’s maiden message, recommending 
the two Houses to enter upon no new business, and to wind 
up that which was already before them as soon as i^ossible, as 
his Majesty intended speedily to dissolve Parliament, — the 
Duke of Wellington having proposed an address of ac* 
quiescence, Lord Grey pointed out the propriety of forthwith 
passing a llegcncy Bill, on the ground that, before a new 
Parliament could assemble, there might be a demise of the 
Crown, — and in that event (so much to be deprecated), in 
the present state of the royal family, the greatest public 
confusion might arise.* Suggesting that the subject had 
entirely escaped the attention of the Government, he moved, 
that the debate be adjourned to give time for consideration. 
This was opposed by Lord Chancellor Lyndhurst, who pointed 
out the improbability of such a misfortune, and said : If it 
should unfortunately happen, on the accession of an infant to 
the throne the same course would be adopted as on that of a 

* William IV. bad no surviving child by his Queen, but she might still hare 
been expected to bring children. The heir presumptive was the Princess 
Alexandrine Victoria, daughter of the Duke of Kent (her present Majesty), 
then in her eleventh year. 
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Sovereign of mature years. Proclamation would be made 
of the accession of the new Sovereign in the same form which 
their Lordships had witnessed a few days before. The infant 
would have the power of continuing or changing Ministers, 
and the same responsibility would rest upon them as at 
present.” 

Lord Eldon. I feel it to bo my duty to support the 
jimcndment of the noble carl. If it Ijc supposed that I have 
any objection to an early ajjpcal to the people, in order to 
give them an opportunity of expressing what they tliiiik of 
the conduct of Government, there cannot he a greater mis- 
take. I wish that the peofile enjoyed sucli an o])portunity 
this very night, if it were compatible with the safety of the 
state. If the people arc satisfied with the ccmduct of tlic 
present Government, they ought to have an immediate oppor- 
tunity of expressing that satisfaction. If perchance they are 
dissatisfied, they should also have the like op])ortunity of de- 
claring their feelings. I have heard a great deal, by report, 
of dissatisfaction among the people at tlic late measures of 
the Government, and of its expression in words ; I should 
wish them to have an opportunity of showing it ])y acts ; if it 
is expressed only in words, and not by acts, I would say tlicy 
had better hold tlieir tongues, and be contented. Hut the 
safety of the state is compromised by this hurried dissolution. 
The arguments of the noble duke, and of my noble and 
and learned friend on tlic woolsack, arc all in favour of the 
amendment. They rely upon the acts of William III. and 
Queen Anne, which continue the existence of Parliament for 
six months after a demise of 'the Crown ; hut these acts prove 
the necessity for the contijigcncics arising in the new reign 
being immediately provided for. I have listened with some 
surprise to the observations made upon an infant Sovereign 
coming to the throne — a little King that one may dandle 
and play with, I agree with my noble and learned friend, 
that this occurrence may not be disagreeable to the Minister who 
happens then to be in office, for he is converted into the Sove- 
reign. For my own part, if I were Prime Minister, there is 
nothing I should like inoi*e. It would, no doubt, be much 
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ClIAk more convenient than to have a Sovereign who would not 
ccx ” 

. . submit to dictation. The noble duke knows very well 

A D. 1880 . TO WHAT I ALLUDE.* But I Rsk your Lordships whether, 
if an infant Sovereign is likely to be on the throne, some 
provision ought not to be made beforehand for the adminis- 
tration of the government. If an infant Sovereign were to 
be on the throne, whose head, if he were laid in the integu- 
ment which covers the head of my noble and learned friend, 
could not be seen over it, he would, by a fiction of law iii 
favour of royalty, be supposed to have as much sense, know- 
ledge, and experience as if he had readied the age of three 
score and ten ; but admitting the truth of the supposition in 
a constitutional sense, is it unreasonable to ask that there 
should be some party acting for the Sovereign during what 
maybe termed his natural, though not his political, minority? 
There is yet another case, for wliicli it is the duty of Par- 
liament to make some provision — the supposition of a suc^ 
cefesor to the throne, though not yet visible, being in exist- 
ence at the demiee of the Crown. Cases in some respects 
analogous arc of no uiiconimon occurrence, I will suppose, 
for example, that another (hiy Fawkes should succeed in 
blowing . up this House, and that my noble and learned friend 
on the woolsack, destined to another end, is the only one who 
escapes ; I know that before writs arc issued to those who are 
to succeed many of your lordships, my noble and learned 
friend woidd have to inquire w hether such of your lordships 
as had no children born had left wddows, and wdiether those 
widows Avcrc in that state which offered a prospect of an heir. 
If they were, no writ of suniindns to a collateral could issue 
until that question is decided by the birth of an heir, and 
till such time has elapsed to put the question of issue beyond 
doubt, he would have to ascertain wdiether there was any little 
peer, not then visible — but who nught be so in due course 
of time, — and until that was determined, the title would be, 
as it were, in abeyance. Now’', would it not, a fortiori, ho 

* I am sure I do not know to wliat he alludes ; for the Duke, while Prima 
Minister to George IV., had carried every thing his own way; and upon the 
Catholic question, tlic King had at last submitted implicitly to bis advice. 
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still more necessary to institute* the same inquiry in case of 
the event to which allusion lias been made ? Is it not neces- 
sary to make some provision for such a contingency, which is^ 
in present circumstances, by no means a remote one ? In any 
measure adopted after a deniise of the Crown, in case none 
be adopted before, it would be necessary to have recourse to 
the authority of some ])iirty exercising the power of the 
Sovereign. There must he a real or a phantom King ; and 
it is just tlie same in princijde whether this little King is not 
able to speak or walk, or Avlicthcr he is only /// ventre sa mere. 
To prevent the difiiculty to which this would give rise, re- 
course should be liiul to the authority of a Kegcnt who is 
really as well as constitutionally ahlc to exercise the preroga- 
tives of the Crown. So convinced am I that some early pro- 
vision should be made for such a contingency, that I must 
vote for the amendment of the nohlc carl,” * 

Upon a division there appeared for the amendment 50, 
against it 100 — but Lord Eldon carried with him into the 
minority the Duke of Newcastle and the Earls of Winchclsca, 
of Ilarrowby, of Carnarvon, and of Mansfield, witli other 
Tory Peers, — and this was felt as a heavy blow to the 
Government, f 

The dissolution soon after followed, and the different i)ar- 
ties struggled eagerly to strengthen thenisclves in the I^irlla- 
ment, by which the coinjilcxion of the new reign was to be 
determined. AVilliani IV. had already made himself very 
popular by his frankness and condescending aflflibility to all 
classes of his subjects, and it was understood, that, without 
personal antipathies or partirditics, he was resolved to rule on 
consti tu t ional pri n c i pies. 

• 25 Ilan'iard, 740. In his zi*al to embarrass tlie Government, be mis-states, 
fur be could hardly mis.‘i|jprehend, the eonstitiitional doctiiiie upon this subject. 
If a peer dies, leavin;ir bis widow cnvuintcy inost uinhMibteiJly tlie peerage would 
be in abeyance; but the public safety docs not allow this doctrine to apply to tlie 
Crown, which cannot be in abeyance. If a childless King were to die, leaving 
Ilia widow enreinfe^ the next collateral heir would mount the throne ad inUrim, 
— bU title being defeasible by the Queen giving birth to a child ; whereupon he 
would descend from the throne, and the child woiihl he ]>roel.'timed King. 'Ihis 
doctrine was fully recognised on the death of William IV., when we swore al- 
legiance to her present Majesty Queen Victoria, ** saving the rights of any issue 
of his late Majesty King William IV. which may In; born of his late Majesty’s 
consort.** See stat. 1 Will. 4. c. 2. 

t 25 Hansard, 767. 
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On account of the impaired state of Lady Eldon’s healthy 
which required the best medical advice. Lord Eldon remained 
with her in London during the whole of this summer and 
autumn — having his sad listless hours a little enlivened by 
the stirring political events which were going on, both at 
home and abroad. The feelings with which he surveyed 
these we learn from his letters to different members of his 
family. On the dissolution he wrote, — 

“ All the world here is engaged about elections and contests, of 
which it is said there will be a vast many, and 1 hear that seats in 
the next Parliament are very high-priced indeed — much beyond 
any price in former Parliaments. So much for corruption ! ’* * 

Now occurred the “Three days of July,” which placed 
Louis Philippe, the citizen King, on the throne of the Bour- 
bons — to surround Paris with fortresses, and to enjoy more 
authority than any hereditary Sovereign of France since the 
time of Louis XIV. Lord Eldon displayed much sagacity 
by foreseeing the consequences of this revolution, both in 
France and in England. 

“ 19th August, 1830. 

“ To got a thorough insight into the effect of the French llevo- 
lution licre, you have only to read the proceedings at meetings in 
London, and all that is stated in them. It will require a master- 
head, such as Pitt liad and nobody now lias in this country, to allay 
what is brewing, a storm for changes here, especially for Reform 
in Parliament. Every body here seems to think that the borough 
members of Parliament can scarcely be preserved until another 
Parliament. Such a change, considering that the present system 
is the support of a floating aristocracy, must, if it takes place, 
deeply affect tlie higher orders, and jicrhaps tlie monarchy itself. 

* In the same letter he refers sncerlngly to what I think was a rational taste 
of William IV. — to see congregated before him particular classes of the great 
functionarieN of the state, as ** all the Judges,” &c. : — 

** Our liord the King came to the Chapel Hoyal yesterday, to take the Sacra- 
ment, ns the proof that he is in communion with the Established Church. He 
took great pains to secure the attendance of the Archbishops, and laid his 
wishes before, if not cuminands upon, them, to bring all the Bisliops they could 
muster.” 

Soon after he w'rote, rather harshly, ** I hear the condescensions of the K. arc 
beginning to make him unpopular. In that station such familiarity roust pro- 
duce the destruction of respect. If the people doirt continue to think the King 
somewhat more than a man, they will soon find out that he is not an object of 
that high respect which is absolutely necessary to the utility of his character.” 
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My head is fUll of thought upon this subject. I care, not who 
rules, provided our system of government can be preserved.” 

23d August, 1830. 

“The Fi’enchmen are making, what can’t long exist, a Ile- 
publican Government, with a King at the head of it. Tliey will 
soon find that such things can’t co-exist, and revolution has not 
yet done its work in that country, I persuade myself.” 

« 1st Scj>tembcr. 

“Marmont, who has been in London, has declared that he had 
no reason to suppose that tlierd was to be any such mischief as hap- 
pened in France till the morning on which it happened, and he was 
in this state of ignorance though the person who was to command 
the military in Paris. That a JNIinistry should think of measures 
so indefensible, and preparing no means calculated to carry them 
into execution, is one of the most astonishing things tliat ever hap- 
pened. This French business has all possible had elleets here. It 
j)oisons the minds of multitudes among the dillerent orders in the 
country and town.” 

“11 th Octo!)er. 

“ Report insists that a negotiation is going on between Ministers 
and Palmerston and Co. I incline to bidievc it. I hear that it is 
also reported tliat a pledge has been given that there sliall he a 
partial parliamentary reform, and some kind of a parliamentary 
measure about tithes.” 

These rumours were entirely devoid of foundation, for, not- 
withstanding Sir. llrouglium’s return for tlic county of York, 
and many indications of the wish of the pcojde for a cor- 
rection of the existing inequalities and abuses in tlie repre- 
sentation of the people, the Government resolved against 
making any concession, and vaiidy attcm|)ted hy a contrary 
policy to reunite the whole of the Conservative jiarty. 

On the meeting of Parliament all aid from Liberals was 
repudiated rather ostentatiously by a paragraph in the King’s 
sjKiech, lamenting that the cidightcncd administration of the 
King of the Netherlands should not liave preserved his do- 
minions from revolt,” and by a declaration of the Duke of 
Wellington in the debate on the address, that “ the existing 
system of the representation was absolutely perfect, and pos- 
sessed the entire confidence of the country.”* 

But while all Liberals were thus forced into active oppo- 
sition, the Ultra Tories were iu no measure conciliated ; and 

• 1 Hansaril, 2d scries 52. 
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while notices of motion for parliamentary reform were, given 
by the former party, the latter still announced unabated hos- 
tillty to those whh, long professing to be the guardians of the 
Ghurch, had carried the Catholic Relief Bill, and from whom 
measures still more dangerous might be dreaded. * The diffi^ 
culties of the Government were increased by the prjedial dis- 
turbances and incendiary fires raging all over the country, 
and by the dangerous spirit prevailing among the populace of 
London, which prevented the King from dining at Guildhall 
according to ancient custom on Lord Mayor’s day. It was 
evident that retirement must be desirable to Ministers them- 
selves, and the only doubt was as to the question on which 
there might be a division enabling them to tender their re- 
signation without discredit. This came sooner than w^as ex- 
pected, on the motion of Sir Henry Parnell for a committee 
upon the Civil List, — when, to their satisfaction, there was a 
majority against them of 29, — composed of both sections of 
their opponents, f 

Now was formed the WJiig Government, which w^as at 
first expected to be very short-lived, but wdiich, with a short 
interruption and some modifications, lasted eleven years — 
which ciirricd the Reform Bill, with other measures for im- 
proving our institutions hardly less important, — and which 
will ever make the reign of AVilllam IV., though unillus- 
trated by w^arlikc exploits, one of the most interesting in the 
annals of our Constitution. 

Lord Eldon was rather appalled when he beheld the 
monster that he had helped to call into existence. Although 
I have no authority for saying so> the probability is, that he 
already repented the factious opposition which he had re- 
cently offered to the Duke of AVellington’s Government, 
lie supported a motion for a committee on the distress of the 
country, brought forward by Lord Wynford wdth a view 
to embarrass the new Ministers in their schemes for reform ; 
and Lord Radnor imputing the distress of the country 
to Tory rule, he took occasion to announce that his con- 
servatism remained untainted, by saying : It is among the 
greatest of my consolations, in a retrospect of my political 

* 1 Hansarcl, 2<1 .series, 19ff. f 
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life, that I have always maintained principles the reterse cqx. - 

of the noble earPs.”* — 

With all his blandness of manner^ and all his self-command, 
it was a great trial to him to see the Attorney General of 
Queen Caroline, in the Chancellor’s robes, presiding on the nrougham. 
woolsack ; and, although he could not deny the extraordinary 
powers which were now exhibited there, he must certainly 
have felt that he and his successor were rnagis pares qiiam 
similesJ^ Lord Chancellor Broughslm having, with great 
dignity and propriety, repudiated the advice that extraor- 
dinary laws should be enacted to put down the present dis- 
turbances, and afterwards suggested that lords lieutenants 
of counties should recommend to him some additional magis- 
trates for the commission of tlic peace, with^an intimation 
that there were persons who, notwithstanding their station, 
their chameter, and their activity, had been passed over on 
account of politics, — the Ex-Chancellor took occasion to 
read him a long lecture on the rights and duties of tlic Gi’cat 
Seal respecting the appointment and removal of magistrates, 

— concluding with an account of his own practice for the 
twenty-five years of his Chanccllorsliip, whicli certainly 
deserves much commendation, — particularly in not allowing 
the name of a magistrate to be struck out of the commission 
without proof that he had committed some grave offence, f 

Lord Eldon was beginning to be a little relieved from his 
apprehension of the Whigs, by reason of some financhil mis- 
takes they had made, and a notion impressed upon the public 
mind, that their officials were not practical men of business, 

— so that their dismissal seemed to be at luind, — when it 
was hoped that the whole I'ory party wouhl cordially re- 
unite in support of pure Tory principles. 

But the fiice of affairs was suddenly changed by the sweep- xhe Jic- 
ing plan of parliamentary reform proposed on the mcmonible ^‘**'"* 

1st of March. Notwithstanding the assurances of Earl Grey 
as to the character of his coming measure, the admirers of the 
• existing system had flattered themselves that he wanted cou- 
rage materially to interfere with it, and that public disa[)- 

* I Haiuard, 3d scric., 328. t 
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pointmciit on this subject would precipitate his fall. The 
consternation now felt by Lord Eldon may be conjectured 
from the following letter from him to his daughter : 

(«8d March, 1831.) 

“ There is no describing the amazement this plan of reform, 
which hefore this time you will have read in your paper, has 
occasioned. There arc divers opinions, whether it will or not pass 
the Cojnmons. Generally it is thought that it cannot ; — hut what 
the result of the operation of fear of the consequences that will 
follow, in the minds of revolutionary men, if it docs not pass, and 
of fear, in the minds of 8ohcr-ininded men, if it does not pass, 
there is no saying.” 

At the end of a w'eck he w'as still more alarmed. 

** 'rimrsday morning (lOtli March). 

The system of threatening ])ersons, w'ho don’t vote for reform, 
is carried to a shocking length. Whether the members of the 
Legislature have nerves to withstand it, is very doubtful.” 

The second reading being carried by a one vote only, and a 
majority of tlic existing House of Cominoiis being undoubtedly 
adverse to tlio Bill in their hearts, many thought that the 
dang(ir had blown over, — but Lord Eldon, more clear-sighted, 
still trembled when he thought of the manly enthusiasm of 
the supporters of tlio incjisurc, and still more of the apathy 
and inactivity of its o})ponents. Thus, during the Easter 
recess, he wrote to Lord Si o well : — 


(“April, 1831.) 

“ Dkau Bkottif.u, 

“ I shall be glad, if I am able, hy my notes, to give you cither 
iiiformatioii wliieh may amuse you,- or ae(|uaint you with wdiat you 
cannot tind in your newspapers. At present, liowevcr, that is im- 
possible; for, though Parliament begins to sit again next week, 
and, to save the country, the present week ought to be spent in 
making arrangements to defeat the mischievous ])rojects now on 
foot, every person, whose counsels and co-ojierations >vould be of 
use I'or that most pressing and desirable object, arc gone out of 
tow'll to amuse themselves during the Easter holidays, with as little 
concern about public aifairs ns if wc lived in the happiest mouients 
that old England ever knew. 

“ All will he lost by the confidence with which people act, and 
with which they persuade themselves that all will be safe. Our 
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friend Lord Sidmoutli, on the day on which the second reading of 
the Bill was carried, spoke to me of the majority, by >vhich it 
woidd undoubtedly be lost and negatived. And now the few, very 
few individuals here wlioni T see, speak of the rejection of the Bill, 
as if it was certainly to be rejected, though no two persons agree 
as to w-hat sliall he the course of nn^asuros by which its rejection 
<*an be accomplished. The folly with which people act is incon- 
ceivably provoking. 

“TIic ineinbers for comities will some keep silence — many vote 
against rejecting tlie reform — the}' are afraid of losing tlieir scats 
— they have not tlie sense to see that, if the measure is carried, 
tliey must lose their consequence, their rank, and most assuredly 
their property. 

“ You will hav(3 oliservcd that the Minister, who says that he will 
stand or fall by his measure, — that he will brave eouseqiienccs, — 
has gone the length of stating that the cnnne.ctioii helween Kng- 
land and Ireland may he iirescrvcd and lie as eipuilly useful to 
both, if there are ditlereiit Cliiireh establishments, as if there wen', 
the same Church establishments in the two islands — in one Pro- 
testant, ill the oth(*r Komaii (Jatholie. 

And yet all the petitioners, or many of them, whose p(*,titions I 
presented against the Catholic Belief Bill, are jietitioners for the 
Reform Bill ; for, say they, a House of Commons whieh eould vote 
for the Emancipation Bill, cannot be sncli a House of (k>mmons as 
ought any longer to exist. Such is the folly and insanity with 
which {leople arc acting. 

‘•Y'ouwill perceive that at the Lord iMayor’s Easter Monday 
dinner, all the JMinislers — one after another — declarc<l the K.’s 
entire confidence in them, and determination to support them. 
This was all perfectly nncuiistitutional, and then; an; liere some, 
persons who do not believe one ivord of what they said. I eannot 
say tliat I am altogether so inereduluus.” 

This terrible misgiving as to the royal inclination turned 
out to have too much foundation. Till the resistance which 
the lieform Bill experienced from the J^cers, King AYil- 
liam IV. very licartily sup[)orted it ; and a majority of th(i 
existing House of Commons liaving shown their hostility to it 
by carrying the resolution moved by General Gascoyne, that 
the number of English representatives .should not be dimi- 
nished^ he eagerly agreed to an abrupt dissolution of Parlia- 
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ment^ expressing his readiness to go in a hackney-coach from 
his palace to the House of Lords, there to announce his 
purpose of appealing to the sense of his people on this great 
question.* 

Lord Eldon was not present when Lord Wharncliffe’s 
motion for an address against n dissolution of Parliament was 
interrupted liy his Majesty’s arrival to dissolve it, or his 
authority would probably have prevented the indecent 
struggle whicli then took place ; but at a meeting of the Pitt 
Club, which took place a few days after, he, in very mild and 
touching language, warned the multitude of what he con- 
sidered the consequences of the course they were pursuing. 
He said, ‘‘ the proposed bill must be fatal to the aristocracy ; 
and the aristocracy once destroyed, the best supporters of the 
lower classes would be swept away. In using the term 
loiver classes, he meant nothing offensive. How could he do 
so ? He himself had been one of the lower classes. He 
gloried in the fact, and it was noble and delightful to know 
that the humblest of the realm might, by a life of industry, 
propriety, and good moral and religious conduct, rise to 
eminence. All could not become eminent in public life, — that 
was impossible ; but every man might arrive at honour, in- 
dependence, and competence.” 

Lord Eldon had the mortification to hear, that In the midst 
of exaggerated statements of the evils arising from the exist- 
ing system of representation, and delusive expectations as to 
the transcendent benefits to be conferred upon all classes 
from the proposed change, a new House of Commons had 
been elected prcjiarcd to carry the bill, the whole bill, and 
nothing but the bill.” 

AVhile looking forward with dismay to what he considered 
the mad proceedings now to be anticipated, he forgot for a 
while all his apprehensions for the public, being plunged into 
the deepest grief by a heavy domestic affliction with which he 
was visited. His steady and enthusiastic devotion to her 

* Never shall I forgt^t the scene then exhibited in the House of Commons, 
— which niight convey anade(]uate idea of the tumultuary dissolutions in the times 
of the Stuarts. llic most exciting moment of my public life was when we 
cheered the guns which announced his Majesty’s approach. 
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who had engaged his early affections constitutes the most 
amiable trait in his character. When ^^Besscy” was no 
longer young or beautiful, — when by her peculiar tastes and 
habits she gave him much annoyance, and almost entirely 
cut him off from hospitable intercourse with his friends, — con- 
tented with seeing that her heart still was his, he continued 
to behave to her as a lover wlicn half a century had elapsed 
since their flight into Scotland. With others he might be 
selfish, and he might be insincere ; but her happiness he ever 
studied in preference to his own ; and tlic language of en- 
dearment and tenderness in which he spoke of her inade- 
quately expressed his genuine sensations. She had been 
long in a declining state of health, and he had watched the 
vicissitudes of her sickness with the most anxious solicitude. 
He must long have foreseen its fiital termination ; but when 
tlic blow came, it almost overpowered him. lie wrote the 
following letter to Lord Stowcll on the day of her death — 

The first dark day of nothingness.” 

]My kver dear Brother, 

“ \"our letter reaches me in a flood of tears, ainl a sort of burst 
of agonizing feeling. I submit as well as 1 can — I fear not as 
well as I ouglit — to God’s will. But I will^.tIo my utmost to 
acijuirc the means of doing my duty. I am (piite sure that our 
meeting as yet would overjiower me; and I f<.*ar also, yrni, — that 
you arc the person who is the object of all my alfcctions and 
anxieties along with my offspring. 

“ When I can have the strength and fortitude in person to say 
to you ‘ God Almighty bless you,’ — as I now say it in corre- 
spondence, — 1 shall in person assure [you], that I am, as I have 
[been] through life, and [have] had so much reason to lie, [your] 

“ Ever aflcctionate 

“ Em>ox.” 

Lady Eldon’s remains were deposited in a family vault 
which he now caused to be constructed in a iiiece of newly 
consecrated ground adjoining the ancient cemetery of the 
* cha])el of Kingston, in the parish of Corfe Castle, in whicli 
Encombe stands. * 

* 'fhp following is a touching account of the cemuony of the consecration, 

M 3 
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A few weeks after, the bereaved husband indulged his grief 
in a visit to the last resting place of his beloved wife — 
where, life’s fitful fever being over, he was soon to repose by 
her side. His feelings during this melancholy pilgrimage he 
portrays in two letters to Lord Stowcll, written the same 
day: — 

<<Encombc, Monday (29tli August, 1831). 

DeAE BuOTIIEli, 

“ I arrived here hist riiglit. My first approach to this place, so 
often the scene of great happiness in former days, has, at present, 
most deeply and painfully atlceted me. I shall have many trials 
during my short stay her<^, whicli J know not hoiv to b(?ar. 1 hav(?, 
however, designedly exposed myself to this present state of suffer- 
ing, because, some time or other, if I live, 1 must meet what 1 
have at present exposed myself to. 

“ I pray God, daily and ineessantly, for all that eaii eontribute 
to your health, comfort, and happiness, and am with all possible 
affection, Yours, dear Brother, 

“ Eldon.” 

“ hl v DEAREST BROTHER, 

“ I write a short line, being unable to do more. I have this 
morning visited the spot where the remains of my ever dear de- 
parted are deposited, and when*., wlicii God pleases to summon me 

from the pen of the present Earl of Eldon : — “ 'I'lie Hishop arrived on the spot 
about seven. After hearing j)raycrs, his Lordship proceeded to the burial 
ground (which was perambulated), ainl signed and sealed the deed under a 
marquee erected in the centre. Then the .sentence and the prayer of consecra- 
tion were read, and three verses sung — * and the Bishop gave his blessing. 
Ueturning from the ground, the Hishoj) looked at the people, who had ranged 
themselves quietly and respectftilly round the railing .Ind the walls of the church- 
yard, and asked me whether he should say a few words to them of Lord Eldon, 
whom he siip])osed to have been often at chiireh there. 1 write them down 
from memory ; — 

My Friends, 

‘ Yon have, this evening, witnessed the consecration of a piece of ground 
destined to be the burial place of a great and good man, who ha.s lived among 
you, — who has for many years .supported the laws and liberties of your country 
with firm and iindeviating Integrity. Having deposited here the mortal remains 
of the eompuuion of bis life, the beloved object of bis constant alTection and 
attention, he would that here also bis own a.shes should reiiose. Long may it be 
yet before he shall come to lie here — but, in the mean time, you will bold 
s.'icred a spot which he has chosen to be the place of liis interment : and many 
will, even now, come to look at the future grave of Lord Eldon. For you w'ho 
have so often seen him, coming to worship God with you in this village church, 

I have only to bid you, ileineinber this, — and lead .such good and holy lives 
yourselves, as may (throtigli His grace) (it and prepare you for the hour of 
death, and the day of judgment; and so, good bye to you all!’” — Twiss, 
ch. liv. 
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hence, I filial! repose till the Day of Judgment. I have been 
nervous, and in some degree hysterical, through the day, but am 
better this evening. I have been constantly reproaching myself 
fur not having attended tlie funeral, and my mind has been ever 
at work in representing to me the spot, wliieh 1 liavc seen to-day, 
and the seeing of which, however painful to memory, is less so 
than contemplation before having seen it. I am now satisfied from 
vision, that all has IxH'ii respi*ctihlly done, wiat llie sad occasion 
would admit of. I am sorry to write you a melancholy letter, — 
hut I cannot help it. IMay Clod’s best blessings ever attxmd you. 

“ Yours, witli all possible adeetion, 

“ Kldon.” 


CHAP. 

CCX. 
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These effusions are no less remarkable for the devotion 
which they show to the memory of his di'ceased wife than 
the ardent ailectlon which llicy prove still to have subsisted 
between the two brothers, notwitlislanding the chill of age, 
and the hardening tendency of long prosperity. 

iiut I must hurry hack to tlic noisy scenes which were 
now acting on the [xditical stage. Lord Eldon did not long- 
yield to unmanly sorrow — recollecting the calls wdiicli his 
country had upon him in her hour of peril. 

The new Parliament having met on the 18th of *runo, the 
English Keforni Dill, w'ithoiit any ahateimnit in its stringency, 
was forthwith introduced, and lai*gc majorities divided in 
favour of its principle, and all its details: hut on account of 
the gallant resistance made to it by the Conservatives it did 
not pass the Lower House till the 22d of Se[)teinber. The 
Lords were mcanwliile amusing thcmsclvc^s with Ri torra 
skinnishes, originated by ])ctilions, — and with discussions on 
matters of a comparatively trifling nature. 

Lord Chancellor llrougham, making extraordintiry efforts 
to clear off* the arrears in the Court of Chancery, had been 
holding evening sittings, wliieh prevemted liim from ajiptiaring 
on the woolsack in the House of L(;rds. Lord Eldon there- 


.Time 18. 
I«:n. 

'riie Ito- 

funii niil 

ill I lie new 
Parlia- 
ment. 


A 11^. u:i. 

Lord KI- 
(loii eoni- 
f) la ins of 
the ahsenec 


Upon remarked, that according to the standing orders of 
their Lordships, the punimount duty of the Lord Chancellor Urou^rliam 
was to be in his place in that House during their Lordships’ i^ouse'of 
sittings, and not to be employed elsewhere, and there w-ere Lonis. 


many precedents where permission to attend elsewhere during 
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the sittings of that House had been refused. He had no 

L-, doubt whatever that his noble and learned friend had been 

. 0 . 1831 . most usefully employed, but his noble and learned friend had 
no power to dispense with the standing orders of the House.” 
Their Lordships, however, were satisfied with Lord Brougham’s 
assurance of the absolute necessity for his attending elsc- 
wliere, and the h^e which he held out of being speedily able 
to clear off all arrears both in that House and in the Court of 
Chancery. * 

On a subsequent day> the complaint being renewed by 
another noble lord, and the Lord Chancellor having excused 
his absence on this occasion by the necessity for recruiting 
liis health by country air, after his severe labours in clearing 
off arrears, — Lord Eldon being hurt j)robably as much by the 
excuse as tlic alleged breach of tlic standing order, reminded 
'the House of the instance ^vhere Lord Chancellor Maccles- 
field had ])lcaded, as a rcasoii for his absence, that he had been 
sent for by the Sovereign, but the House voted that 
this was no sufficient reason, and tliat it was l)is j^araniount 
duty to be in attendance on the woolsack, f He pointed out 
the disrespect shown to their Lordships by the Chancellor’s 
absence without any previous leave, adding, that if the 
Chancellor were absent, even for justifiable cause, he should 
give notice to the Deputy Speaker — and not leave their 
Lordships to exercise their privilege of choosing a Speaker 
by tlieir own authority. It was necessary that the Lord 
Chancellor or Deputy Speaker should sfttend to protect the 
prerogatives of the Crown. In the absence of the Lord 
Chancellor, one of the most eminent judges of Westminster 
Hall should perform the duties of Speaker.” He then 
justified himself from the charge that the arrears in the Court 
of Chancery, and in the judicial department of that House, 
had arisen from any default of his — and concluded by giving 
notice of a measure wdiich he should bring forward in the 
next session of Parliament, to enforce the attendance of the 
Lord Chancellor in the House of Lords. But he never * 
afterwards revived the discussion, finding that the Lord 


* 6 Hansard, 3d scries, 453. 


t Antii, Vol. IV, p. 393. 
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Chancellor sedulously devoted himself to his public duties, 
and that their Lordships were not unwilling to submit to the 
occasional privation of his presence among them, whether he 
was clearing off arrears in the Court of Chancery, or recruit- 
ing himself in the country from his fatigues.* 

On Lord Brougham’s Bankruptcy Bill coming before the 
House of Lords, Lord Eldon felt consi4erable alarm. It 
contained most salutary enactments for the appointment of 
a small number of permanent commissioners, instead of 
SEVENTY who had been hitherto casually employed, — and for 
substituting official assignees, in the place of the friends of 
the bankrupt, to manage the estate which ought to be divided 
among the creditors, — but it miscalculated the judicial power 
requisite in the Court of llevicw, by constituting a new tri- 
bunal of four judges, who were to sit all the year for the 
transaction of business, the whole of which one of the Vice- 
Chancellors, it is now found, can do without interfering with 
his own proper functions. Lord Eldon opposed it indiscrimi- 
nately. He first addressed a letter to the Lord Chancellor 
respecting a claim to compensation for the sinecure office of 
“ Patentee of bankrupts,” about to be abolished. After 
statins that he took an interest in the matter out of e:ratitudc 
to Lord Thurlow, to whom, during fifty years, he had been 
under great obligations, he thus continued : — 

“ You are ])robably aware, also, without my mentioning it, that 
my humble opinion is, that the proposed change in the administra- 
tion of law in matters of bankruptcy is a change that ought not to 
be adopted. And it seems respectful to you here to mention, that, 
if it becomes necessary, I shalf bo obliged, as at present advised, 
however reluctantly, to express tliat such is my opinion, I am 
aware that that opinion will now have little weight. 

“ The grants that appear to have been made from time to time 
of this office, bear date at different periods from the 14th James I., 
— grants, by different Sovereigns, to the families of Chancellors, at 
different periods. 

“ The grant under which Mr. Thurlow claims, bears date in No- 
vember, 1792, the immediately antecedent grant being made to one 
of Lord Cowper’s family, and one of Lord Ilardwicke’s. 
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It will be found, I believe, to be n fact, that before the time of 
Lord Loughborough, there was no retiring pension for a Chancel- 
lor. Lord Tliurlow had no pension. Loughborough should have 
provided a better retiring pension for a Chancellor, unless, like 
Lord Eldon, a Chancellor happened to hold the otiicc insufferably 
long. 

“ Lord Camden was very fortunate — being Chancellor not, I 
tliink, four years complete. Ilis family was provided for by a grant 
of a Tellersliip of the Exchequer, wlien it was a most extremely 
valuable oflice. After a considerably long enjoyment of it as siicli, 
he* very handsomely gave up the excess of the old profits above 
the modern profits of the present day ; — but before that took place, 
he had lield it, at the original great value, I think, for many 
years. 

“There seejiis to liave been an understanding, that wliencvcr 
Lord Tliurlow quitted the Chancellorship, he should liavc a Teller- 
ship Avith the then usual benefits of it, great and ample as they 
Avere ; and I think I remember Mr. Fox saying in the House of 
Commons, that he ought to liave that, if lie Avould declare that ho 
had bargained for it. Such a declaration Tliurlow refused to make. 
Whatever the fact aams, he could not avow that ho had made a 
bargain. lie had no pension : and as the peerage and title was, 
by a rc-grant, to be extended to his brother’s family, he granted 
the oflice of bankruptcy, as liis predecessors had done, to two of 
his family; of Avhom Mr. Tliurlow is the survivor, and now in 
possession of the office.” 

When the merits of tlie bill came to be debated, the Lord 
Chancellor having stated as an apology for bringing it forAvard 
so speedily, that if he had Avaited longer, like other persons 
Avho had gone into the Court with a determination to improve 
it, he sliould have found himself so hampered by a temporary 
tolerance of abuse, as to be able to do nothing, — the Ex- 
Chancellor, stung by this sarcasm, and shoAving a wonderful 
blindness to abuses, said: — My Lords, I feel it a duty to 
my country to declare that I Avill accept no such apology for 
my conduct. I knew Avell what had been the practice of the 
Court of Chancery many years before I became a judge in it. 
It Avas my duty immediately to have set about correcting its 
abuses if I had believed that any existed. My opinion is. 


* Not Lord Chancellor Camden, but his son. 
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that such abuses do not exist. The noble and learned Lord’s 
bill may have been prepared with great pains, — but is it ne- 
cessary ? Tins question the House should not leave to any 
individual, however well qualified, but should decide after 
patient inquiry before a committee of its own. The pro- 
posed change is extensive and violent, and although its pro- 
fessed object is to prevent uncertainty, expense, and delay, — 
from my experience I am convinced tliat it will aggrjj-vate 
uncertainty, accumulate expense, and augment delay. No 
change is necessary, — and if change were advisable, that re- 
commended from the Avoolsack cannot be beneficial.” — In 
the course of a long speech he alluded to the eiuolumcnts and 
patronage of the Great Seal, wdiich he defended: although 
denying all abuse, he somewhat inconsistently admitted that it 
was very objectionable that these cnioluments should be 
partly derived from fees, as this arrangement led to the sus- 
picion that business was delayed or despatched with a view to 
fees, and it would be far better if the Chancellor’s income 
were put on the same footing as that of the Chief tJustiees of 
the Kings llcnch and Common Pleas, wdio had a fixed 
salary.”^' We may ask then, why he did not many years 
ago silence tlic calumnies about his preferring bankruptcy 
business because it was most jirofitable, by introducing this 
imjirovcment, which every Prime Minister under whom he 
served would have gladly sanctioned? The dislike of inno- 
vation probably operated with him more than the dread of 
loss from a fixed salary. His predictions as to the working 
of the Bankriij)tcy Actf were comjilctcly falsified, for, 
although the Court of lieview has been ab(Jishcd, the jier- 
nidncnt commissioners and official assignees have undoubtedly 
rendered the administration of the bankrupt law much more 
pure, cheap, and expeditious than it had been in his time. 

At last. Lord John liiisscll, attended by Lord Althqrp 
and a great body of the most distinguished Keformers, ap- 
peared at tlic bar of the House of Lords, and lianded tlie 
English Reform Bill to the Lord Chancellor, praying tlic 

• 7 Hansard, VA series, 251. t ^ 
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CHAP, concurrence of their Lordships.^ TJiis sccne^ which has 

^ been made the subject of a great historical painting. Lord 

A.D. 1831* Eldon had anticipated, as we learn by a note written by him 
the same day to Lord Stowell : — 

“ Thursday (Sept. 22d, 1831). 

The Reform Rill passed the Commons at an early hour this 
morning. For it, 345; against, 236 — majority 102. I presume 
we shall have it brought up with as much pomp and ceremony of 
attending Members of the House of Commons as may be, this day, 
when the day proposed for the second reading in the House of 
Lords will be fixed.” 

After an indecent cry of Hear I hear ! from some members 
of the House of Commons, Avhicli was put down by a cry ot 
Order! order! the Bill, without any opposition or remark 
from Lord Eldon or any Conservative Peer, \yas read a first 
time, on the motion of Earl Grey, and ordered to be I’ead a 
second time on the Monday sc’nniglit. f 

In an intervening discussion on the presentation of a peti- 
tion in favour of the bill, the Marquess of W estminstcr having 
indiscreetly asserted that having passed the Commons, to 
wdiich it peculiarly belonged, the l^eers ought not to interfere 
'with it, — Lord Eldon very properly rebuked him, saying, that 
the proiiosition that the Peers of England had no interest 
in this question, was the most absurd one that had ever been 
uttered or propounded, here or elsewhere. He hoped and 
believed, that when that question came to be discussed by 
their Lordships, they would do their duty fearlessly and man- 
fully, and at the hazard of all the consequences. He should 
be utterly ashamed of himself, if he should give way to the 
imputation of being prevented by fear from doing his duty. 
He would discharge his duty with regard to it, because he 
believed that in it were involved, not only their Lordships’ 
interests, but the interests of the Throne. Bred as he had 
been in loyalty, living under the law, and revering the Con- 
stitution of his country, — now that he had arrived at the age 
of fourscore years, he would rather die in his place than • 
suppress his indignation at such sentiments.” I 


* 7 Hansard, 479. 
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It is difficult to imagine the consternation now felt by him 
^vho liad successfully resisted such mild reforms as taking away 
the punishment of death from the offence of stealing to the 
value of 405 . in a dwelling-house, or 5s» in a shop, when he 
regarded the triumpliant progress of a measure which was to 
operate a revolution, by the transference of political j)Ower, 
under the form of a legislative act to be passed by King, 
Lords, and Commons. 

lie sent the following account of the first night’s debate 
on the second reading of the bill in the Lords to his grand- 
son, who had lately been most auspiciously married to a 
daughter of Lord Feversham: — 


(“ Oct. 4th, IStil.) 

“ My dear Encombe, 

“Accept my kindest thanks foryour letter this moment received. 
I repeat to you, and I beg you will state, on my behalf, to the lady 
whom I have now the happiness to call my grand-daughter, my 
Jicart’s best wishes for the felicity of botli. 

“ I got to bed about a quarter before three, much fatigued, and 
oppressed beyond measure with the heat of the House, and my head 
is in a bad state this morning, 

“ My own conjecture is, that our debates will not terminate 
before Thursday evening. It may, however, be, that they will 
finish on Wednesday. 

“ Lord Grey spoke very well ; but his speech, I thought, betrayed 
an opinion that he would be in a minority. 

“ Wharncliffe did v-ery well, but made a sad mistake in moving, 
tliat the bill be ‘ rejected ; ' a word that seemed to many to be too 
strong as to a bill passed by the Commons, and a great deal of 
time was spent in getting the House to agree to change what he 
had moved into a motion, ‘ That the bill be taken into consideration 
on that day six montlis.' 

“ Lord Mansfield spoke most ably and admirably against the bill. 
Lord Mulgrave acted liis part tolerably. * * * 

“ Then we all retired. My head is painful. I hate the sight 
of fopd. All seem to think the bill will be lost.” 
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• The debate lasted the whole week. Before it was resumed 
on the Wednesday, there was a conflict respecting the legality 
or illegality of public meetings, between the Chancellor and 



542 


REIGN OP WILLIAM IV. 


CHAP. 

CCX. 

A.D. 1831. 


DiflTcrcnce 
of opinion 
on the 
lawfulness 
of pulilic 
meetings. 


the Ex'Clip.nccllor, in which, according to the printed account 
of it, the hitter had the advantage. A Peer, on the presenta- 
tion of a petition, stated ‘^that at a meeting of the Birming- 
hain Union, attended by many thousands, an orator who 
addressed them advised them, if the lleform Bill should be 
nycctcd by the Lords, to refuse to pay taxes any more ; — that 
he called upon those present who would support this resolu- 
tion to liold up their hands, — and that thereupon a forest of 
hands was lield up amidst an immense cheer.” The Lord 
Chancellor is represented, after expressing disajiprobation of 
such jjrocecdings, to have added, Nevertheless, as a lawyer, 
I must say that all those hands may have been held up, and 
yet I cannot say that there ^vas any breach of tlic King’s 
peace, or any offence that tlic law knows how to punish. I 
cannot help it. Such is the law.” — Lord Eldon. I should 
be ashamed of myself, if, after living so long in my profes- 
sion, I did not now offer a few words. I fully admit that a 
meeting is not answerable for tlie declarations of an indivi- 
dual ; but if, by holding up their hands, or in any other way, 
the meeting endangers the j)eacc of tlie country, I know no 
reason for believing that they have not made themselves 
responsible to the laws. As a lawyer, 1 would ask the Chief 
Justice of the King’s Bench (Lord Tentcrdcn), and the late 
Chief Justice of the Common Picas (Lord W ynford), whether, 
if those hands could be proved to have been held up in the 
manner described, every individual responding be not as much 
answerable for the language used, as the man who used it. 
And I beg to tell the noble and learned lord, wdth the 
greatest respect, that his seat on the woolsack will mot be a 
scat which any one can maintain for six months, if the doc- 
trines now circulated through the country, and placed every 
morning under the review of every one, arc suffered to be 
promulgated any longer. That is my opinion ; I alone am 
answerable for my opinions ; and for this, I am prepared to 
answer, at all hazards.” 

Except in the heat of debate, no lawyer could doubt thaf 
a meeting so passing a resolution to violate the law by 
refusing tlie payment of taxes was illegal and riotous. The 
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Lord Chancellor afterwards said that although no breach of 
tlic peace had been committed, perhaps an indictment might 
be preferred for an offence of a different nature ; upon Avhich 
he would give no opinion.” * The debate then proceeded, 
and Lord Eldon next morning wrote to his brother : — 

I got to bed last niglit about half-past two — much fatigued 
and overcome with lieat, 8cc*. 

“We had some excellent speakers — Lord Dudley and Lord 
Haddington quite surprised me. They spoke admirably against 
the bill. 

“ Ijansdownc and Goderich spoke for it: in their speeches, 
however, rather contending for going into a committee to amend 
and alter it, than for passing the bill in its present shape. From 
all I can judge upon sucli information as I have, tlie bill will be 
thrown out by a majority greater than I had, till yesterday, heard 
mentioned. 

“ As yet, none of the profession to which 1 belonged have 
spoken, and I suppose the House will have enough of us before 
wc have finished. Some tliink the vote will take place on Friday, 
some on Saturday, and some on Monday ; I can’t conjecture on 
which. God bless you. 1 am very weak. 
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On the Friday morning he sent Lord Stowcll the following 
skctcli of the preceding evening's debate : — 

“ Wc have survived one more fatiguing night, i^assed in hearing 
some heavy, some moderate, one most excellent speech, which 
surprised me, from Lord Carnarvon, and one, not very excellent, 
from Lord Plunkett, from whom I expected something better. In 
the course of the evening, I tendered inysell’ to the Mouse ; but, 
Lord Carnarvon stating his just pretensions to be heard, as lie was 
too ill to hope to speak at any 6ther time, I was obliged to give 
way, and I was too ill to speak at a later period of the night. 

“ Wc adjourned to five o’clock this evening, and, in case the 
debate does not finish to-niglit, we are to attempt to finish it to- 
morrow (Saturday) by meeting at one o’clock instead of five, and 
sitting till near twelve on to-morrow (Saturday) night ; if wc do 
not then finish, the debate, I think, must conclude on Monday. At 
present I have all the reason which, in such matters, wc can linve, 
*to be confident that the bill will not pass. Making new peers to 
pass it has been much talked of ; but, unless our calculation of 


* 7 Hansnrti, 3d series, 1328. 
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numbers is erroneous, and most grossly so, audacity itself could 
not venture to attempt a sufficient supply of new peers. 
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The fifth night of the debate was occupied by the lawyers. 
Lord Eldon, following Lord Wynford and Lord Plunkett, 
spoke as follows : — “ My Lords, if I did not feel it an 
incumbent duty on me, I can assure your lordships I 
should have spared you, and not encountered the hazard 
and difficulty which I feel in addressing you, in conse- 
quence of my age, and of that infirmity which has been 
occasioned in some degree by my constant attendance on 
this House. I well remember that on another question 
— and I woidd take this opportunity of declaring, before 
God and my country, that on that question — I mean the 
Homan Catholic question — I took no part which I did not 
feel it my duty to take both to God and my country ■ — hut 1 
very well remember that, at the period when that measure 
was under discussion, I stated that it was probably the last 
opportunity of which I should ever avail myself of addressing 
your Lordships. I thought so at the time, and, considering 
that I was then advanced to fourscore years, I had scarcely 
any right to expect to have been able agjiin to address your 
Lordships ; but as the kind and indulgent providence of God 
has allowed me to continue in the enjoyment of a certain 
degree of health for a short period longer, I am able again to 
take my seat in this House. My Lords, 1 was taunted for 
appearing again before your Lordships, after the declaration 
I had made ; but 1 felt myself called upon by a sense of duty 
which I could not resist,' — from the moment when my Sove- 
reign called me to a seat in this House as long as my strength 
permitted me, — to offer myself and my opinions to the suf- 
frages and approbation, or to the dissent and reprobation, of my 
fellow-subjects. — Doctrines have now been laid down with 
respect to the law of this country and its institutions, which 
I have never heard of before, although I have spent a long life 
in considering what the law of this country is, and some time 
in considering how it might be improved. Those considera- ’ 
tions, my Lords, have satisfied me that alterations are not 
always improvements ; but when I find it stated in the pre* 
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nniWc of this bill, that it is expedient that all the acknow- 

lodged rights of property, that all the rights arising out of 

charters, that all the rights of close corporations and the rights a.d. issi. 
of coq)orations which arc not close, should be swept away, — 
though it does come recommended by the name of reform, I 
find it impossible to give it my assent. I do not think this 
property can be talcen away, and I never can consent to hear 
the principle of expediency put forward as the justification of 
a measure Avhich is not consistent with the principles of 
British law and of the British Constitution. I know, my 
Lords, and I am ready to figrce, that there is a j>opular notion 
with respect to the lioroiighs in this country, that they arc 
not property but trusts. I say, my Lords, that they arc both 
property and trusts. Those old-fashioned gentlemen, whose 
names will be held in lasting remembrance after the delirium 
of this day shall have passed away, — I mean such men as my 
Lord Holt and my Lord Hale, — what have they said with re- 
spect to those unpopular things called boroughs? My Lords, 
they said they were both a iranchisc and a right. Now let 
me ask your Lordships what is to be the consequence with 
respect to property of any species whatever ? — for there is 
no property in the country which is not accompanied with 
some, trust for its due ajipllcation. Is it possible for any man 
to have the boldness to say that property is secure, when we 
arc sweeping away near one hundred boroughs, and almost 
all the corporations in the country, because we have a notion 
that those who are connected with them have not executed 
their trust properly ? Will you not hear the individuals 
against whom the allegation is made, as well as those who 
made it ? Will you not hear the matter argued in your pre- 
sence, and Jillow the right of calling witnesses, on whose 
evidence you may decide? This new doctrine, I repeat, 
affects every species of property which any man possesses in 
this country. I have heard, in the course of the last two or 
three months, a good deal about close corporations. T will 
^ow say, that close corporations are hereditary rights, held 
by charter from the Crown ; and they have as good a right 
to hold their charters under the Great Seal, as any of your 
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CHAP. Lordships have to your titles and your peerages. — I do not 
object to the courtesy of creating peers on tlie occasion of the 
A.D. 1831. coronation. I should, on the contrary, be happy to see indivi- 
duals introduced to tlie House, if the members so created had 
not already voted for the bill in the other House, and then 
come here to vote for it again : and I should be still more happy 
to find that they did not vote at all on this question. But 
there is a rumour abroad, that the opinion of this House is 
to be, somehow or other, finally overruled. My Lords, I do 
not credit it. I do not believe that the noble earl, to whom 
I have been opposed throughout the whole course of my poli- 
tical life — honestly on my part, and honestly on Ills, because 
I know his opinions are as honest as mine, — I do not believe 
that that Minister, whose name will be illustrious in future 
generations, whatever may be the fate of this bill, will ever 
taint his character by recommending a measure wliich means 
neither more nor less than what, if you pass this bill, will be 
done in due time — namely, to annihilate this House. With 
respect to the proposition of his Majesty’s Ministers, or any 
object connected with it, I hope, before the Lords of this 
House strip off their robes, they will let their Sovereign 
know their sentiments. — Now, my Lords, let us suppose for 
a moment that there are some corporations in which a few 
influential individuals elect the members of Parliament. Has 
it ever been heard of in the history of this country, or will it 
ever be heard of in the history of this country, that the 
Lords of this House should take upon themselves, on a bill 
stating it to be exi)cdient to do so and so, to destroy that 
Constitution which has been preserved from age to age, and 
which it has never been thought expedient to destroy, until 
this experiment was proposed, — that now you are about to 
sweep away all the corporations in the kingdom, because 
they arc close and there may be abuses in them? My 
Lords, I am a freeman of Newcastle-upon-Tyne. I hold it 
to be one of the highest honours which I possess, and I con- 
sider that it ought to be an encouragement to all the youn^’ 
rising men of that place, that any man of this country pos- 
sessing moderate abilities, improved by industry, may raise 
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himself to the highest situations in tlic country. For God’s CHAP, 
sake, iny Lords, never part with that principle. You may 
ask me what application I make of this argument. My a.». isai. 
Lords, I will tell you the application. I received my educa- 
tion in the corporation school of that town, on cheap terms. 

As the son of a freeman I had a right to it ; and I had hoped 
that when my aslics were laid in the grave, where they pro- 
bably soon will be, I might have given some memorandum 
that boys there, situated as I was, might rise to be Chancel- 
lors of England, if, having the advantage of that education, 
they were honest, faithful, and industrious in their dealings. 

Ihit this bill, which is, it seems, founded in part on popula- 
tion, and in part on something else, which I cannot tell — 
tliis bill is to do away with corporations.” After giving a 
long history of the representative system in this coniitry, he 
thus concluded : — ‘‘A thousand other considerations, of 
enormous weight on my mind, might be added on such a mo- 
mentous occasion, without travelling into the details of minor 
objections : but I am not disposed to reiterate what has been • 
in many cases so ably argued, or fatigue the House. It is, 1 
confess, my Lords, an all-engrossing subject : and the bill will 
be found, I fear from my soul, to go the length of introducing 
in its train, if passed. Universal Suffrage, Annual Parliaments, 
and Vote by Ballot. It will unhinge the whole frame of society 
as now constituted. Will you then, my Lords, consent to 
introduce into the Constitution a measure which is at war 
with the preservation of that Constitution, and which is more 
particularly remarkable for being altogether incompatible 
Avith the existence of a House of Lords ? I, my Lords, have 
nearly run my race in this world, and must soon go to my 
Maker and my dread account. What I have said in this in- 
stance, in all sincerity, I have expressed out of my love to 
your Lordships; and in that sincerity I Avill solemnly assert 
niy heartfelt belief that, with this bill in operation, the Mon- 
archy cannot exist, and that it is totally incompatible with 
the existence of the British Constitution.” 

The House divided in the morning twilight of Saturday, 
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and Lord Eldon sent Ids brother the following account of the 
result: — 

“ Saturday (Oct. 8th, 1831). 

The debate began last night, continued till between six and 
seven this morning, and I got to my bed about half-past seven, and 
left it about noon to-day, fatigued beyond all belief, bodily. You will 
see from the papers that our division was against the second read- 
ing of the bill. The fate of the bill, therefore, is decided. Those 
for the bill were 158 ; against it, 199, — leaving a majority of votes 
against the bill of 41 ; which, I have reason to believe, exceeded 
by one lialf of what Ministers thought it would. I voted for you, 
by your proxy, against the bill. 

“ The night was made interesting by the anxieties of all present. 
Perhaps fortunately, the mob would not on the outside wait so 
long, as it was, before Lords left the inside of the House.” 

As a member of the IIAise of Commons, I vraa myself 
present on the steps of the throne during this memorable 
debate, and heard Lord Eldon’s impressive speech, which was 
listened to with the most ])rofound attention on all sides. 
Nothing could be more affecting than the allusion by the 
octogenarian Ex-Chancellor to the days when he was a poor 
boy at the Free Grammar School of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
and no one considered whether he proved very logically that 
the Reform liill would cut off from others the chance of fol- 
lowing in the same illustrious career. He was much exhausted 
before he sat down, and a noble carl from a distant part of 
the House very indecorously requested him to raise his voice ; 
but this interruption excited a strong expression of sympathy 
and respect in his favour, as. well from those who thought 
that he was haunted by delusive terrors, as those who believed 
that his vaticinations were inspired by the mystical lore which 
gives to the wizard in the sunset of life a glimpse of coming 
calamities. 

His countenance brightened up, when upon taking the votes 
of the peers present, the rejection of the bill was secure.* 
He was evidently in a state of great delight when the cere- 
mony of " calling proxies ” was gone through to increase 


Contents, 128; Not-contents, 150. 
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the majority, and when the clerk said, John Earl of Eldon 
hath the proxy of William Lord Stowell,” he exclaimed, “ Not 
content 1 1 with much emphasis and exultation. After the 
fatigue of five nights’ debate, and his own great effort, he was 
hardly able to support himself when he rose to return home ; 
but he was conducted to his carriage by his friends, who 
seemed to be congratulating him on his share of the great 
triumph which had been achieved. 

On reaching Palace Yard, the circumstance to which he 
refers in his letter to his brother was very striking — that 
the mob had entirely dispersed, — their patriotism being 
cooled by a long drizzling October night ; and although it 
was now broad day, no sound was to be heard except the 
rolling of the carriages of the peers, who, whether Ke- 
formers or Conservatives, passed along Parliament Street as 
quietly as if they had come from disposing of a Road Bill. 

But although the rejection of this great measure by the 
Lords had been anticipated, — when the event was certainly 
known, it created deep disappointment, and riots took place 
both in the metropolis and in the provinces, which threw 
much disgrace on the cause of Reform. Lord Eldon describes 
these riots with some exaggeration (which was very natural) 
ill the following letter to his daughter. Lady Frances ; — 

‘‘October 13th, J83I. 

“ Our day here yesterday was tremendously alarming. Very 
fortunately for me, the immense mob of Refoj’iners (hardly a decent- 
looking man among them) proceeded first to the Duke of Welling- 
ton’s, and set about the work of destruction. This, after some 
time, brought to this end of Pic<5adilly some hundreds of the police 
in a body; and the Blues coming up from the levee, the appear- 
ance of this large body of force was a complete protection to me, 
dissipating the multitude that were a little higher up Piccadilly. 
They had also probably lieard that tlic soldiers had behaved with 
great firmness in or near St. James’s Square. The civil power 
being on the alert, and the military being known to be ready, the 
^ night was passed most unexpectedly quiet hereabouts ; and now I 
think we have nothing to dread. Londonderry has been very 
Seriously hurt. We hear that the mob (but I cannot answer for 
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the truth of it) hanged in effigy the Duke of Wellington* 
and the Duke of Cumberland at Tyburn. The Duke of New- 
castle’s house, Lord Bristol’s, &c. &c., and all other anti-reform- 
ing lords, have been visited, and left without glass in their win- 
dows. All the shops in town were shut yesterday. The accounts 
from Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, and other places are very 
uncomfortable. I heard last night that tlic King was frightened 
by the ai^pearance of people on the outside of St. James’s. As to 
myself and my house, as we have escaped the first night, I have no 
apprehensions at all now — none. Some friends very usefully 
spread a report (not true, however) that there was a large armed 
force stationed in my house.” 

During the short parliamentary recess which followed, 
Lord Eldon paid a visit to Encoinbc. Of Ills sup[)oscd 
perils on his journey, and while residing there, we have an 
account in the following extracts of letters from him to his 
brother : I stopped to change horses at Poole ; and I was 
glad when that change was over, because people were col- 
lecting a little about the door of the inn and the carriage. 
However, the change of horses was soon effected, and I was 
driven off without disturbance.” . . . . ^^ The contest in this 
county is a matter of great public con sequence f, both as it 
shows great reaction of opinion here touching reform, and an 
example of what may be done almost every where, if gentle- 
men would act as if they were not in a sound sleep.” .... “I 
don’t like my correspondent Ignis ; when I recollect that I 
have repeatedly, when in London, communications that my 
house and buildings here should be burnt to the ground, I 
own that I do not think the threats, even of the lowest of 
the low, other than extremely alarming ; and, as well as I can 
recollect, the handwriting of the correspondent of several 
months ago being the same as that of my present corre- 
spondent, I cannot bring myself to think that the letter of 

* Happily the rumour of this atrocity was quite unfounded. Too discredit- 
able was it that some of his Grace’s windows were actually broken, — of which 
we have a mortifying memento in iron blinds still presenting themselves to view# 
at Apsley House, — when low and high arc all, with equal fervour and una- 
nimity, eager to evince their gratitude to the Hero of Waterloo, 

t The Conservative had beaten the Reform candidate, ailer a fifteen days’ 
poll. 
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my correspondent is not a fair ground of alarm.” . . . . The 
tiling that I most feel to be dangerous is the formation of 
bodies of men under the name of political unions, which I see 
are forming in London, in every part of England, and in 
Ireland — the latter, professedly, to supiiort English reform, 
as necessarily leading to the attainment of Irish objects as 
well as English objects. As to these political unions, I am 
confident that if Parliament docs not do what it did between 
1789 and 1794, — put them down by Act of Parliament, — they 
will put down the Parliament itself. I have seen a great 
deal of mischief going forward in the country ; but till those 
institutions were becoming general, and till the Government, 
by connivance and apathy, can be said rather to encourage 
tliaii discourage them, I have had hopes that matters might 
got right. The crisis is formidable, because of those unions.” 

, It is said that the Poole mob really had meditated an expe- 
dition into the Isle of Puihcck, Avith a view of an assault 
u})on Encombe, but that they were frustrated by a worthy 
Conservative brickmaker having bored holes in the bottoms of 
canoes which were to carry them across a ferry; and Lord 
Eldon, unmolested by loNrs, had the satisfaction of comfort- 
ably receiving a visit from his old 11‘lcnd the Duke of Cum- 
I)crland, — when they talked over their former exploits in con- 
structing Administrations, and expi’csscd a cliecring hope 
that, upon the speedy expulsion of the Whigs, they might 
assist in bringing into office men who not only would put a 
stop to further innovation, but would restore the Consti- 
tution to the state of perfection in Avhich it had attracted the 
admiration of all truly wise 'men before the dangerous sway 
of such Ministers as Canning and Peel. — These bright 
prospects, however, were soon overclouded. The Whigs, 
after a violent convulsion, actually remained in office till 
they had carried the Reform Bill, and had been suj)portcd 
for two years by overwhelming majorities in a reformed 
House of Commons. — What was more galling still, when 
they were, for a short time, actually ejected, Lord Eldon and 
the Duke of Cumberland were never consulted respecting 
the new arrangement, and saw principles of government 
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propounded by Sir Kobert Peel which they considered 
little less objectionable than those of Lord Grey and Lord 
Melbourne. 

After a very brief repose. Parliament again met for the 
avowed purpose of reconsidering the question of a reform in 
the House of Commons. * Lord Eldon was at his post, and 
a noble lord having referred with some regret to the fate of 
the rejected Reform Bill, he observed, that with that bill 
their Lordships had no coneern at present. It was indeed, 
he said, an irregularity to have referred to it at all In this 
discussion, inasmuch as it had not been mentioned in the 
speech from the throne. There was no reason to believe that 
the same bill would be proposed again : if it should, the House 
would be bound to re-coiisidcr it, and it would be the duty 
of any noble lord who, on such re-consideration, should think 
he had mistaken his duty in opposing it before, to retrace his 
steps. In reference to that part of the speech wliich touched 
upon the necessity of punishing the violators of the law, he 
must mention to the House a publication, which, if he had 
not seen that it was left unpunished, he could not have be- 
lieved endurable ; he spoke of a thing called the ^ Black List.’ 
There he was put forwai^d as receiving 54,000/. a year out of 
the taxes, and his elder brother, whom this accurate list de- 
scribed as his nephew, was represented as receiving a pension 
of 4000/. a year. The noble lords, who, in the last session, 
had voted against the Reform Bill, were held up in this 
paper as receiving millions of money among them out of the 
taxes. He felt it fair, however, to add, tliat some of the 
Reformers were included in the same list. As he understood 
that many thousand copies of this publication had been sold, 
he must think it matter of just complaint that some means 
had not been taken to stay the circulation of such false- 
hoods.” 

Earl Grey excused the forbearance of the Government on 
the ground that the contents of the paper in question were 
too stupidly false, too extravagantly absurd, to influence any 
honest or intelligent man in the community;”! — and surely 
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jiny credulous persons wlio believed such an extravagant mis- 
statement of ministerial gains, would only havo believed it 
the more, had Ministers attempted to contradict it by calling 
in the aid of the criminal law. 

But with respect to prosecutions for libel, and all such pro- 
ceedings, he most conscientiously entertained and unflinchingly 
expressed the same sentiments which induced him in the 
year 1792 to cause a gentleman to be sentenced to the pillory 
for words overheard after dinner in a cofTcc-house, and in 
1794 tQ convert speeches for parliamentary reform into overt 
acts of liigh treason, ife now wrote, — 

“ Lord Grey said last night, that he 1ms no further measures to 
proi>ose about the Unions: indeed, I do not know how he should, 
having been once himself at tlic licad of* a political association, 
which was, in fact, a political union.” 

Although he stood almost alone as an expounder of such 
antiquated notions, — in resisting the lleform Bill, he co- 
o])crated witlx a very numerous, enlightened, and independent 
portion of the community, and his opposition to it will never 
lower him in the estimation of t)Ostcrity, even if all his appre- 
hensions respecting its fatal consequences should happily 
prove groundless. 

In deference to the Peers wlio, after readily disfranchising 
hundreds of thousands of Irish forty-shilling freeholders, had 
expressed a sacred regard for the rights of the most corrupt 
portion of the old English constituencies, the third bill on 
this subject, now introduced, enacted ‘‘ that the hereditary 
franchise of freemen in corporations to vote for members of 
Parliament should be preserved, without regard to tlieir sub- 
stance or situation in life ; ” — but Lord Eldon was in no degree 
mollified, — and next day he thus wrote to Lord Stow ell : — 

“ December J;J. 

“At present I can make no other observation upon it, cxc(q)t 
that Ministers, who, at the end of the recess, have been obliged to 
confess that they were, before that recess, pressing for the passing 
of a bill of tlie utmost iniportancc3, upon imperfect information as 
to so many things which required that tliey should liave tJie most 
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perfect and complete information, — that such Ministers deserve 
impeachment.”* 

While this Keforin Bill was passing through the House of 
Commons, the Lords were mitch occupied with discussing 
a measure for the commutation of tithes in Ireland, which 
has worked very beneficially, by at last entirely extinguishing 
one of the most fruitful sources of discord in that unhappy 
country. But Lord Eldon was still for adhering to the old 
system of payment of tithes in kind, althougli the occupier of 
the land who was to pay them \vas generally a Roman 
Catholic, and the receiver a Protestant clergyman — often 
Avithout any congregation, lie thus wrote upon the subject 
to his brother : — The Irish tithes arc matters infinitely 
difficult to manage, and from all I can learn, the day is ap- 
proacliiiig, and fast approaching, when laAVS of all sorts in 
that country Avill give way to force and arms.” In the 
House of Lords he said, That when a measure was brought 
forward which went directly to the annihilation of Church 
property, and when they were not even told by those who 
brouglit such a measure forward, what they would substitute 
for that property, he was very much disappointed not to see 
a single member of the Right Reverend Bench rise to defend 
the interests of the Church now so vitally at stake, and to 
protest against a measure of such a description as the present. 
There was no argument which applied to the extinction of 
Church property in Ireland, but what was equally cogent 
against Church property in England. He thanked his God, 
however, that he should not be amongst cither the ecclesiastical 
or the lay supporters of this motion. He would not give his 
assent — his opposition, he saw, would be useless — to a 

* Some of Lord Eldon’s letters, without news or incident for biography, are, 
to my own taste, the most agreeable and interesting. Thus, on the 1st of 
January, 1832, he being himself above eighty, addresses liord Stowell touching 
oil ninety ; — 

“ Dear Brother, — I trouble you with thi.s, to wish you on New Year’s Day 
all the health and happiness that a brother’s aflection can possibly lead him 
to wisl) you may enjoy. God bless you, is my anxious, heart-felt wish and * 
prayer. 

“ You will hear from me again very shortly, as to my intended movements 
from hence. Beautiful weather here. 

. “ Yours, most affectionately yours, 

“New Year’s Day.” “Eldon. 
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measure which went to deprive the ministers of the United 
Church of England and Ireland of that which constituted 
tlicir entire support, and to which they had as much right 
as there existed to any lay property in any part of England. 
It was perfectly absurd to suppose that what would take 
place in Ireland in this instance, would not be sure afterwards 
to take place in England also.”* 

Notwithstanding Lord Eldon’s rebuke to the Jiishops, the 
Commutation Bill for Ireland passed quietly, and, as he fore- 
told, it has been followed by a similar measure in England — 
which has not only added to the rovemies of the clergy, but 
which has contributed to the-])rescnt extended })()pularity and 
usefulness of tlie Established CImreh. 

Lord Eldon was now much irritated by a conversation in 
the House of Commons, in which his name, as he thought, 
had been \vahtonly and invidiously introduced. A motion 
having been made respecting the alleged accumulation by 
Lord Plunkett, the Chancellor of Ireland, of places and 
reversions on his own relations, Mr. Spring lllcc. In his 
defence, referred to the report of a Committee of the House 
of Commons, from which it appeared that six legal offices 
of profit were held by Lord Eldon’s son, the Honourable W. 
II. J. Scott — adding that, if there had been six sons, 
thirty-six offices would have been distributed among them, 
and that with such a record open for inspection, it was 
wonderful that any member should reserve his virtuous in- 
dignation for the Lord Chancellor of Ireland.” As soon as 
Lord Eldon heard of this attack, he formed the resolution, 
which he thus announces to* Lord Stowcll : — 

“ KUi March. 

“ Before you receive this, you will have seen in tlie papers a 
speech in the House of Coniinons of Mr. Kiee, justifying Lord 
Plunkett’s appointments for the benefit of the Plunkett family — 
and justifying him by the exainpl<5 of Lord Eldon’s conduct in 
giving offices to his son. Neither I, nor any friend of mine, had 
any notice of that gentleman's intent to say one word relative to me 
and my son. 

“ I am going down to the House of Lords, though very ill able 
* 10 Hansard, Sd series, 120‘9. • 
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SO to do, to seek an opportunity of saying something upon the 
subject — and though this sort of business is very unpleasant, I 
have no doubt that when my explanation is made, I shall be very 
triumphant.” 

He liurried to the House and gave his notice, saying, that 
he had no other object but to set himself right in the 
opinion of his countrymen, to whom he would leave to decide 
whether his conduct, while he filled the office of Chancellor, 
had been right or wrong? He had discharged his duty, 
invariably, to the best of his ability, and he would allow no 
man, unanswered, to arraign him.”* 

According to Hansard, Lord •Eldon delivered a very indif- 
ferent speech — making many protestations of disinterestedness 
— relating again how the Great Seal had been forced upon 
him — and asserting that he had conferred the office’s on his 
son only in obedience to the rc])eated commands of the King, 
and to show his respect for the Crown, — the value of them all 
being very inconsidcrable.t But he appears to have been 
indistinctly heard by the reporters ; and we have from him- 
self the following satisfactory account of the result ; — 

“March 1832. 

“ The business of last night went off very well. My voice is too 
weak, to have any thing that proceeds from it well reported. 

“ Publications here, wicked and diabolical, have represented W. 
IT. J. as receiving, under a patent in bankruptcy, 12,000Z. a-year. 

I proved to the House that, under that patent, he did not receive 
one farthing. 

“1 proved to the House also, that instead of greedily laying 
hands on all sources of income in the office, I had, out of my own 
pocket, supplied, in ease of the suitors, sixty-two thousand pounds. | 

I think I can assure you, that all sides of the House were very well 
satisfied. Even many who, for various reasons, wished me to 
withdraw my intention of moving, came to me after I had done, 
expressing their delight that I had refused to attend to those 
wishes. The Chancellor stated, that I had acted in my communi- 
cations with him with ijcrfect liberality, and that W. H. J., in the 

* 10 Hansard, 3d series, 1268, f 11 Ib. 94. 

I 1 do not understand how this is made up, except by his contributions to the 
salary of the Vice-Chancellor ; but, on such occasions, he did not consider him- 
self bound t# adhere too rigidly to Cocker. 
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office that connected him with the Chancellor, had conducted him- 
self entirely to his satisfaction.” 

He sometimes raised an ungrounded suspicion by his 
professions^ but, in truth, tlicrc is no reason to suppose that he 
ever made any unfair profit himself, or that ho ever im- 
properly conferred any offices on his family.* 

When tlie now Reform Bill had nearly run its course 
through the House of Commons, all other toi)ics were for- 
gotten in the speculations as to its reception by the Peers. 
Lord Eldon wrote to his brother : — It seems to me now 
too clear that the opponents to the Reform Bill will sidit 
upon the question about reading the bill a second time, or re- 
jecting it upon the second reading. If they do t> I fear the 
bill will pass. I attribute much to affright, and fear of mobs. 
I don’t wonder that there should be such affright and fear. 
The numerous most violent and furious menacinfj letters which 
I receive are enough to affright persons less accustomed than 
I am to receive them. I am myself sure, that those who arc 
afraid of the immediate consequences of rejecting the bill will 
ultimately suffer much more by passing it — the bishops 
j)articularly.” 

On the 26tli of March the bill was brought from the Com- 
mons. Lord Eldon was observed to eye tlic scene with a 
sorrowful countenance, denoting a foreboding heart, — but he 
did not take any share in the brief discussion which preceded 
its being read a first time, and ordered to be read a second 
time on the 9th of April. J In this interval he made a tour 
for the benefit of his health, that he might be strengthened f or 
the fatigues which were before him. 

Speaking on the fourth night of the debate on the second 
reading, he said “ that, during the fifty years of his public 
life, he had never suffered such deep pain as on seeing 

• There could not possibly have been a better appointment than when he 
made Mr. Farrar •— connected with him by marriage — a Master in Chan- 
cery. 

f t. e. “ allow it to be read a second time.” And I think he was right. The 
opponents of the bill would have had a better chance by throwing it out again 
on the second reading, than trying to strangle it in the committee. 

f 11 Hansard, 3d series, 858 — 870. 


CHAP. 

CCX. 


A.n. 1832. 


Reform 
Rill again 
brought 
from the 
Commons. 


Lord El- 
don’s 
speech 
against the 
new Re- 
form Rill. 



558 


llEIGN OF WILLIAM IV. 


CHAP. 

CCX. 


A. D. 1832. 
April 13. 


the House of Commons come to tlie bar of that House 
with the bill now upon their Lordships’ table. Looking 
at that body as representing the constituency of the country 
— the light in which all great constitutional authorities 
held that they ought to be viewed — he could not but 
feel a deep sense of humiliation in recollecting the 
under which they had permitted themselves to be returned 
to the House of Commons. At the time of the revolution 
of 1688, when the Convention came to pass an Act of 
Parliament by which the best rights of the subject were 
secured, they set out by a declaration, affirming that they 
were not delegates from this place or from that place, but, 
clothing themselves with a character more elevated and a 
higher duty, they declared that they were the representa- 
tives of all the commons of England. To convert a member 
of the other House of Parliament into the mere representative 
of the particular ])lace for which he was returned, instead of 
the representative of the whole of the commons of England, 
was a perversion of one of the best principles of the Consti- 
tution ; and if there were members of the other House who 
would indeed submit to the degradation of being called to 
account by their particular constituents, it was high time to 
take measures to prevent such men from continuing to sit in 
Parliament. — He had heard much of an exercise of the royal 
prerogative, by which the passing of this bill was to be se- 
cured. He did not deny the right of the Sovereign to the 
free exercise of that prerogative. He would admit that, at 
the next llecordcr’s report of iiersons condemned at the Old 
Bailey, the Sovereign possessed riot only the right to grant a 
free pardon to any number of such convicts, but to make 
peers of them if he pleased. At the same time he contended, 
that no censure would be too severe, no punishment too great, 
for any Minister who should advise his Sovereign to destroy 
the House of Lords by an enormous creation of new peers. 
It had been proposed by some of those who wished to set 
aside the Constitution as it existed, that writs should be issued 
by the Sovereign to new boroughs and great towns, and that 
the writs which had been usually issued should be withheld 
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from others ; aiul lie would say, without hesitation, tliat, if 
tlic advice given by one of the newspapers to swamp that 
House with a number of new peers was adopted by the Mi- 
nister, he would not pursue a course less unconstitutional, 
than if he was to advise the King to exercise his prerogative 
with respect to the writs in the manner he had stated. Bo- 
rough property was a species of property which had been 
known in this country for centuries : it had been over and 
over again made the subject of purchase and sale in all parts 
of the kingdom, and they might as well extinguish the right 
of private individuals to their advowsons, as their right to 
exercise the privileges which they derived from the posses- 
sion of burgage tenures. — He could not separate from this 
bill the two bills for amending the representation of the peo- 
ple in Scotland and Ireland. If he had those bills with him, 
lie could demonstrate to the conviction of all who heard him, 
that the Scotch bill would create a perfect revolution in Scot- 
land, and that the Irish bill would destroy all those bulwarks 
which were essential to the safety of the Protestant Establish- 
ment in Ireland. — He maintained that, during all these dis- 
cussions, the name of the King had been shamefully and 
unconstitutionally used. The Sovereign was constitutionally 
advised to recommend the consideration of this measure to 
his Parliament : but he w^as not constitutionally advised when 
he was brought forward, almost personally, to say that he 
was determined to have it carried into law. For the sake of 
the higher, the middle, and the lower orders of society, — for 
all of whom, and more particularly for the last, he considered 
himself a trustee, — he was ’determined, as far as in him lay, 
to preserve the blessings of that Constitution under which 
they had all been born and spent their lives, which had ren- 
dered them happier than any other people on God’s earth, 
and which had given to their country a lustre and a glory 
that did not belong to any other nation in the world.”* 
When, after an admirable reply from Earl Grey, which 
was not concluded till after six in the morning, the House di- 
vided. The anxiety was now intense, for it was uncertain which 


CHAP. 

ccx. 

A. D. 1832. 


Second 

rending 

carried. 


*12 Hansard, 3d series, 390. 
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side would have the majority, — and this was little abated, 
when of the peers present there were 128 content and 126 
NOT CONTENT. ProxIcs Were then called, and Lord Eldon 
gave a tremulous and desponding Not Content for Lord Sto- 
wcll, as, before, his name was called. It had been ascertained 
that the proxies increased the majority from two to nine.* 

I was again present at this division. The victory was 
borne with great moderation by the Reformers within the 
House ; but a very different spectacle presented itself in Pa- 
lace Yard from what had been witnessed there in the dawn 
of the 8th of October preceding. It was a beautiful sjiring 
morning, and the sun, already high above the horizon, shone 
upon immense masses who had all night been inquiring 
news as to the different speakers In the House, and the pro- 
bable result. When the event was known, they rent the air 
with their acclamations. However, they were all in good 
humour, and while Lord Grey was rapturously cheered, I 
saw Lord Eldon led to his carriage, and drive off, looking 
more dead than alive, but without receiving insult or annoy- 
ance. 

The committee on the bill stood for the 7th of May, and 
then the real opinion of the peers was disclosed. Lord 
Lyndhurst having moved that the clause disfranchising 
the rotten boroughs enumerated in schedule A, which Avas 
the essence of the measure, should be postponed, — his motion 
Avas carried by a majority of 151 to 116. This indiscreet 
display of undisguised hostility brought on the most memo- 
rable crisis in our constitutional history since the Prince and 
l^rinccss of Orange Avcrc placed upon the throne, f Minis- 
ters Avere noAV furnished Avith a plausible ground for proposing 
a creation of peers, as this Avas the only mode of controlling 
the irresponsible poAver of the House of Lords, and the Re- 
form Bill, Avhich the nation demanded, seemingly could not 
be carried by other means. 

* 56 to 49, So that the numbers were 184 to 17.5. 12 Hansard, 3d Series, . 

454. 

f If the bill had bond fide been allowed to go into committee, with a view to 
considering its different clauses, there can be no doubt that it might have been 
considerably modified, in .spite of all the eiforts of the Guvernincnt. 



LIFE OF LORD ELDON. 


561 


coiuluct of 

William 

IV. 


Rcsigna- 
tioti of 
Lord Grcv. 


The conduct of William IV. on this occasion ought to CHAP, 
make his memory respected. He still behaved with entire 
good faith to his ministers. Although he had expressed his JQ32. 
approbation of the lieform Bill, he had warned them tliat Laudable 
he only wished to sec it carried by constitutional means. 

Now he very reasonably observed, that “ he did not consider a 
large creation of peers to overpower the recorded opinion of 
the House of Lords on a jiending measure to be in accord- 
ance with the principles of the Constitution ; the attempt 
might fail by giving olfenec to the body of the peerage ; and, 
at any rate, it would establish a dangerous precedent, which 
would soon be the ruin of one branch of the legislature, and 
utterly upset the bahince of the Constitution.” 

Earl Grey and his colleagues had no course to take })ut to 
resign ; for it was utterly impossible for them to remain in 
office, and to see their measure mutilated and destroyed by its 
adversaries. Their resignation was accei)tcd, and for some 
days it was thought that a Government might be formed by a 
section of the Conservative party, wdio, although recently of 
opinion that our representative system was absolutely perfect, 
now professed themselves ready to remodel the existing bill, 
and to grant a large measure of reform. This proceeding, 
however, not only drew forth a dangerous burst of j)ublic 
indignation, but was not satisfactory to Lord Eldon and 
many of the high Tories, who thought that all change in the 
representation should still be resisted, — wlio considered the 
modified refonii ecpially destructive as the plan in its ori- 
ginal extravagance, — and who declared that the Whigs ought 
in no degree to be relieved frgm the awful responsibility they 
had incurred. The new Government, therefore, could not Abortive 
proceed, and without ever having been formally installed, it 
fell to pieces, after having existed about eight and forty hours. Govem- 
The King was now driven to recall his old servants on 
their own terms, and he gave a written promise to create the 
requisite number of peers — an operation which it was honed 

• • *to carry 

, migiit not produce permanent inconvenience, as there was an the iiJimm 
intention to call up by writ the eldest sons of existing peers, 
und to select a considerable number of childless old gcntle- 
VOL. VII. ‘ o o 
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meu of respectable birth and cliaracter, whose titles would die 
with them. 

There can be little doubt, that if Lord Eldon and the party 
who sujiportcd him had persevered in their fierce resistance 
to the lieform Bill, this most hazardous experiment would 
have been made ; but we were saved from it by the address 
of the King, and the moderation of the great bulk of the 
Conservatives. His Majesty caused a letter to be written to 
them, j Jainly stating the situation in wdiich he was placed, 
— disclosing tlie promise he had given — and recommending 
that, to obviate the necessity for carrying it into execution, 
they should absent themselves from the House during the 
subsequent stages of the bill. Lord Eldon, before the crisis 
w'as over, had zealously argued that “although the existence 
of the King’s prerogative to create jiecrs could not be ques- 
tioned, the House might question tlie fitness of its exercise 
on any particular occasion,” and had protested against the 
application of it for tlie purpose now threatened, as being “ at 
once injurious to the iieoplc, and perilous to the crown;”* 
but when he saw that the threat, if necessary, really Avould 
be carried into execution, and calmly surveyed the circum- 
stances in which the nation was placed, he prudently judged 
that the less evil would be to suffer the bill to pass without 
further opposition, as thereby the fate of the peerage might 
be postponed, and a remnant of the Constitution might be 
saved. Accordingly he absented himself from the House till 
the English Reform Bill had passed, nor did he join in any 
of the protests against it ; and much as he disapproved of the 
like bills for Scotland and Ireland, he offered them no oppo- 
sition, f 

A deep debt of gratitude is due to those who thus sacri- 
ficed inclination to a sense of duty. Had they obstinately 
forced on a violent creation of peers, there is considerable 
doubt \vhether the Reform Bill would have been carried, or an 
immediate public convulsion would have been avoided, while 

* 12 llnnsarcl, 3d aeries, 1097. 

■j- The Eiiglisli Ueforin Bill was read a third time and passed in the House 
on the 4th of June; the Scotch Reform Bill on the 1.3lh of July ; and the Irish 
Reform Bill on the 30th of July. 
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no one can deny that a diingcroiis wound .would have been in- 
flicted on the Constitution.* We should have been still more 
obliged to these conscientious men, if, participating in en- 
lightened public opinion, they had in due season been con- 
vinced of the necessity for reform, and by spontaneous compli- 
ance witli measures for adapting our representative system to 
the altered circumstances of the nation, they had prevented 
the existence of the difficulty which they afterwards assisted 
to remove. But avo who co-operated in tlic revolution by 
Avhich power was transferjed in this country from an oligarchy 
to the middling classes, should regard with sincere respect 
the sentiments of those who opposed it, — bearing in mind 
that while the prophecies of the sudden ruin it was to bring 
upon the state have fortunately proved fallacious, there has 
been a considerable shortcoming in the benefits it was ex- 
pected to confer, and that, if the nation has got rid of the 
scandal of rotten boroughs, and the reproach of great cities 
unrepresented, a veiy serious inconvenience has arisen from 
the difficulty of introducing into Parliament young men of 
promising talents, and experienced statesmen the best fitted 
to serve the Crown — Avhilc, Avlth splendid exceptions, the 
represent atiA^es of the ncAvly enfranchised constituencies have 
not added much to the reputation of the House of Com- 
mons, either for eloquence or the effective dc.s})atch of j)ar- 
liamentary business. It must likcAvisc be admitted that 
corruption at elections has been in no degree repressed. 

During the present session, Ijord Eldon Avas likewise 
called upon to resist changes, Avhich he considered very dan- 
gerous, in the criminal laAVj in the laAv of real property, and 
in the procedure of the Court of Chancery. He once more, 
l>ut iiOAV inefiTectually, opposed bills to take aAvay the punish- 

* Sec Lord Brougham’s “ Political Philosopljy,” part iii. ]). a07., where the 
noble author expresses a doubt wlicther, although a list of eighty new creations 
had actually been made out, “ upon the principles of making the least possible 
permanent addition to our House and to the aristocracy, by calling up peers’ 
eldest sons; by choosing men wMthout any families; by taking Scotch and Irish 
peers,” — Lord Grey and his colleagues, if the Conservative peers l>afl persisted 
in opposing the hill, would not rather have allow^cd it to be lost than resort to 
such a violent measure. But I confess it seems to me that they had gone too 
far to recede. 
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meiit of death from the offence of stealing in a dwelling- 
house, and of horse-stealing — when he reiterated his argu- 
ments upon the salutary tendency of the dread of a capital 
sentence, even where it is not to be inflicted, and the dan- 
ger to property from a sudden relaxation of the severity of 
the penal code.* 

The lieal Property Commissioners appointed by Sir Robert 
Peel had, with incessant labour, and with the aid of the 
most eminent men in the profession of the law, prepared a Bill 
whereby, for the tedious, harassing, expensive, and perilous 
system of fines and recoveries by means of fictitious actions 
in the Court of Common Pleas, was substituted a simple 
deed, to be executed by the parties interested, — a Bill allow- 
ing a brother of the half-blood of the purchaser of an estate 
to succeed to it, rather than a distant collateral relation, — a 
Bill to simplify conveyances, and to clear titles l)y regulating 
the law of dower, — and a Bill giving uniformly an indefea- 
sible title to land by an adverse possession of twenty years, 
whereas the period of prescription before was in some cases 
five years, and in some cases might be extended to five hun- 
dred. These bills were introduced this session into the House 
of Commons by the gentleman who was at the head of the 
Commission. Here they were received with general applause, 
and they seemed likely to pass quietly through the House of 
Lords. But when they stood for a second reading there, the 
Earl of Eldon said, he wished to call the attention of his noble 
and learned friend on the woolsack to the bills at present in pro- 
gress through parliament for making essential changes in the 
law' of real property, and to suggest whether it would not be 
expedient to refrain from proceeding any further with the bills 
in the present session. The bills proposed to make most exten- 
sive and essential changes in the law\ They were founded on 
the Reports of the Commissioners on the Law of Real Pro- 
perty, but, recollecting what these Reports were, and the great 
importance of the alterations, he thought that time ought to 
be given to consider the subject till the next session, and his 
advice would be to every proprietor of land, in Parliament, to 


* 13 Hansard, 3d series, 987. 
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take home with him an eminent lawyer and an able solicitor, 
in order to ascertain what was to become of his property 
under the provisions of these bills, if they should pass into 
laws.”* 

TIic Lord Chancellor, in deference to such high authority, 
very properly agreed that the bills should stand over, but 
they passed in a subsequent session without the alteration of 
a single word being made in any of them in cither House of 
Parliament ; — and I believe, that if Lord Eldon were now 
alive, he would admit that they have operated beneficially, f 

He finally expressed his high disapprobation of the last 
reforming measure of the session, which was, to abolish a 
large number of sinecure offices in Chancery, and to simplify 
some of tlic proceedings ()f that Court. “ The Karl of Eldon 
lamented that such a bill should have been brought forward 
at tills period of the session. lie could not agree that all 
these offices were sinecures, and great inconvenience might 
result from their abolition before a proper provision was 
made for the performance of the duties. He had filled the 
office of Lord Chancellor for seven-and-twenty years, with 
only a very short interval, and he had been practising at the 


* Against the “ Limitation of Actions Bill,” that most salutary statute, 
which swo])t away hetwoon fifty aiul sixty species of actions, his argument re- 
solved itself into the lamentation “ that professional men, if these measures 
were carried, would have to begin their legal studies over again.” ii Townsend, 
4():3. This statute it fell to my lot to prepare; but my laljoiir was light com- 
pared to that of my friend Mr. P. B. Brodie, who prepared the statute for sub- 
stituting a Deed in the place of “ Fines and Recoveries.” This I do deliberately 
pronounce to be one of the most wonderful elForts of the human mind. The 
very learned and acute Sir Edward* Sugdcii, late Lord Chancellor of Ireland, 
not unreasonably pronounced the plan impossible, and recommended that there 
should merely be some more simple forms which should be declared to bfivc 
the same operation as Fines and Recoveries, — perpetuating that eom])lieated 
and abstruse and most artificial liead of learning. But Mr. Brodie, eomprehen- 

• n .1 . 1 i* 1 . 1 .. 1 .. .1 1.1 — 


sliadc, the power of cutting off entails which before existed. All who arc ac- 
quainted with the subject must be aware of the tremendous difficulties which 
he had to encounter. Those who now re-settle their estates, — when they consider 
the enormous expense and vexation from wliich they are rescued, ought to say, 
“ Thanks be to God and Peter Bellinger Brodie I” . — Sir Edward Sugden has 
generously allowed that the Act works well, 
t 14 Hansard, 3d scries, 900. Stat. 3 & 4 W, 4. c. 74. c. 106. c. 105. c. 27. 
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AP. bar of the Court for many years ; could it, tlicn, be possible 
for tliat which was called ^ Chancery Reform^ to liave escaped 
A. D. 1832. attention, and that of his many noble and learned pre- 
decessors ? and their impression certainly was, that imiirovc- 
inent in the Court of Chancery was not to be brought about 
by the sudden introduction of a ready-formed system, but 
by propounding reforms and making orders, as the necessity 
for tliem should from time to time arise.”* Unfortunate] v, 
in spite of tlie most glaring necessity, and of repeated warn- 
ings, he had propounded no reforms — he had made no orders 
to correct acknowledged abuse ; and the feeling on this occa- 
sion yvns so strong against him, tliat all sides supported the 
bill, and it passed without difficulty. He was so much 
annoyed by such defeats, that he wrote to Lord Stowcll : — 

« August, 1832. 

‘‘ J do not think I shall be able to pcrsiuitlc myself to go down to 
Parliament again. God knows I have strength litth; enough left, 
to be able to afford wasting any portion of it in an attendance 
iittoirly, absolutely, and hopelessly useless. Uneasiness ol’ mind, 
produced hy observing what is there going on, and weiglis 
me down more than T ean endure, and I ratlier think that I shall 
not again think of enduring it.” 

lie was at present likewise liaunted by tlie dread of Poli- 
tical Unions,” which he prophesied would soon “ suppress the 
House of Commons, and the House of Lords too, and the 
third and higher brancli of the legislature too, into the bar- 
gain.” f He particularly reprofJated their doctrines of free 
I.ord El- trade. The Unionists,” says hp, ‘‘ arc, it seems, unanimous 
Corn Lawl ^ repeal of the corn laws. The abused and misled lower 
orders are all for this. It will ruin them. Suppose the 
repeal lowers rents one-lialf — what is the consequence of 
that ? The landed gentlemen can neither keep one half of 
the number of servants they now keep, nor spend one half of 
what they now spend with tradesmen and manufacturers. Of 
course the tradesmen and manufacturers must lower the 
wages, one half, of all the servants and workmen they em- 


* 14 llansaril, 3d series, 1177. 
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ploy, or only employ one half of them. — The system that 
the working class and servants arc now pushing must ruin 
themselves.” * These sentiments are probably still approved 
by many; and it should be remembered, that when they were 
uttered. Lord Eldon entertained them in common with a vast 
majority of the intelligent and independent statesmen of this 
country. 

* Loiter to TiOrd Stowell. 
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CONTINUATION OF THE LIFE OF LOUD ELDON TILL HIS FINAL 

retkeat FRoar politics. 

Soon after the conclusion of this session of Parliament, 
, which Lord Eldon considered so disastrous, he had the mis- 
fortune to lose his second son, AVilliiun Henry, who, although 
disqualified for steady application to business by his sinecures, 
had much natural cleverness, insomuch that his father said, 
“ If I had not been Chancellor, AV^illiam Henry might.” * 
The bereaved parent, to divert his melancholy, undertook a 
journey to visit his estate in the county of Durham, which he 
had not seen for many years. He fixed his head quarters at 
the Inn at Rusheyford. Being pressed to go on to Newcastle, 
he said, Ay, I know my fellow-townsmen complain of my 
not coming to see them; but how can I pass that bridge ?” 
He referred to the bridge across the Tyne looking on the 
house where Bessy ” had lived with her parents, and from 
which she had eloiied with him. 

After his return to Lncoinbe he was cheered by finding, 
on the dissolution of Parliament, to which, after a good deal of 
hesitation, William IV. had agreed, at the pressing request of 
his Ministers f, that there were still some Conservative returns, 

* The young gentlcniJin had likewise a considerable share of dry humour. 
He once told me that, while a member of the House of Commons, he made it a 

rule to be always present at the division, and never at the ; adding, “1 

regularly read the argiimeuts on both sides in the newspapers next morning, and 
it is marvellous that I uniformly find 1 have been right in my votes.” 

While this sheet is passing through the press, 1 have heard a noble peer 
relate tbe^ following anecdote, for the purpose of illustrating the characters 
of Lord Eldon, and his son, William Henry. “ Tlicy were walking together 
in Piccadilly, when a gentleman, driving past them in a small cabriolet, took 
olF his hat and made a low bow. ‘Who is that?* said I.ord Eldon, ‘who 
treats me with respect, now that I am nobody ? ’ ‘ Why,’ said William Henry, 
‘that is Sir John Campbell, the Whig Solicitor General.’ ‘I wonder what 
they would have said of me,’ cried the Ex- Chancellor, ‘ if I had driven about 
in a cabriolet when I was Solicitor General.’ ‘ I will tell you what they would 
liavc said, dear fiitlier,’ replied William Henry, * they would have said, ‘ There 
goes the greatest lawyer, and the worst whip in all England.’” 

f I hcippcned to be called into the King’s closet to kiss hands and to he 
knighted, on my appointment as Solicitor Genera], a few minutes after this con- 
sent was given. % 



LIFE OF LORI) ELDON. 

and particularly one for his native county. Thus he gaily 
and gracefully congratulated the lady of the new Member : — 
‘Dear Mrs. Bell, 

“ The heart of an old gentleman of eighty-two is so overjoyed 
by the intelligence you have been so kind as to send to him, that 
he is quite renovated in youth, health, and spirits ; and he thinks 
if he had you for his partner, he could go down a country dance, 
as in days of yore, to tlie tune of Bonny Northumberland.’' 

The opening of the first reformed Parliament, in January 
1833 , when Mr. Manners Sutton, though a keen Conser- 
vative, was placed in the chair of the House of Commons, 
and the Irish Coercion Bill was introduced into the House of 
Lords, gave much contentment to Lord Eldon, — while it was 
not quite satisfactory to all the liberal supporters of the 
Government, As might be expected, he highly lauded the 
measure by which courts- martial were to be substituted for 
trial by jury, in the disturbed districts in Ireland, and he 
cautioned Lord Grey so to word it, that offences committed 
while it was in operation might be punished after it had ex- 
pired.* When the bill came back from the Commons with 
some mitigation of its severity, he cavilled at the amendments 
which had been made in it. f 

All the other bills brought forward by the Government he 
strennously opposed. That founded on the report of the 
Common Law Commissioners, authorising the tludges to 
make rules for regulating pleading as well as practice in their 
Courts, he condemned, as conferring upon them a legislative 
power, and he insisted, that all the proposed amendments 
should be specified and defined by Act of Parliament. | Yet 
it passed. § 

He likewise opposed Lord Brougham’s bills for regulating 
the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council as a court of 
appeal, and for the establishment of County Courts, — and 
wrote thus disparagingly of both of them to Lord Stowell : — 

• 15 Hansard, 3d series, 750. 

t 16 Hansard, 3d scries, 1294. He secretly believed Catholic etnancipation 
to have caused all the mischief. In a letter to his daughter while the !)ill was 
pending, he says, — “ The Duke of Wellington made a good speech ; hut neither 
he nor Grey could very easily, and certainly not at all get out of the scrape, by 
tile Roman Relief Bill being the cause of all the disorders and miseries now to 
bo checked and remedied if possible.” 

t IG Hansard, 3d series, lOGO. § § 3 & 4 W. 1. c. 42. 
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“ April, 1833. 

“ TJie CJiancolIor mu.st think the Privy CouiK’il, as heretofore 
attended, has been a sad tribunal : for he has brought a bill into 
tlic House of Lordsj in which he makes all the Judges, and even 
the principal coininissioner of the new Court of J3aukrnptcy, addi- 
tional members of a Cornnuttec of Privy Councillors, to hear eccle- 
siastical Jippcals, prize court appeals, &c. &c. Either he or I am 
becoming very foolish. 

“ lie has brought in another bill for establishing permanent 
courts in the dillerent counties, with serjeants or barristers of ten 
years’ standing, constantly sitting with juries, in like manner as the 
Judges when they go the Spring and Summer circuit throughout 
the kingdom, — each county as it were having through the year 
a county Westminster Hall of its owm. This odd scheme is at first 
to be tried only in two or three counties, to see how it answers. 1 
hope lie won’t select as his trial or experinumt (iountics, Durham or 
Dorset; perhaps you would not wish liiin to take Berks or Glon- 
cestershirc. But there arc no lords attending the House upon 
such matters, and he will have his owm way.” 

Again, respecting tliis lust measure, he thus writes to his 
(laughter : — 

‘‘ I went down ycst(n*day • to denounce a most abominable law 
lull of tlic Chancellor’s ; spoke as strongly against it as an old 
lawyer’s mind and body could enable him to speak, and moved to 
put oft‘ the bill for six months. Ills friends brought together a 
majority against me, — those, — many, — who ought to have been 
'///// friends, to many of whom I had been a friend indeed in past 
life, would not take the trouble to come, or to stay, — and I was 
beaten : a thing I don’t relish much, and the less because the mea- 
sure I opposed is, I think, one of the, most objectionable I have ever 
•seen proposed to Parliament. I shall attend on the day when a 
third reading of it will be proposed, vote against it, and record my 
opinions and objections in a protest. That done, I shall attend no 
more, except when the Church Reform Bill comes to us, as to 
which, I think, nobody is acting discreetly and prudently on either 
side. I know I am gone by, and can do no good ; but I will not, 
in so very important a matter, shrink from making an attempt, 
however feeble or useless it may be, to do my duty.” 

The Judicial Committee Bill passed this session, to the 
great benefit of the community ; but the Local Courts Bill 

• See 1 8 Hansard, 3d series, 1 10.5. 
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WHS lost in a subsequent stage by the powerful opposition of 
Lord Lyndhurst. 

Lord Eldon was most incensed against Lord Stanley’s Irish 
Church Temporalities Bill, by which ten bishoprics were 
su|)presscd, and their revenues were to be applicable to the 
nauntcnance of parochial clergy, and the payment of cliurcli 
cess. When It came uj) from the Commons, although with- 
out the famous appropriation clause,” he thus wrote to his 
daughter : — 

Our news, domestic, is very bud. Tlic Duke of Wellington, 
!Uk1 m lot of iidlicrents wJio net with liini, mean to vote for, and not 
jiguinst, tlie Church Reform Bill to morrow on tlie second niading. 
'.riie few of us who can’t consent to Cluireli sjioliution Avill vote, 
from our liearts, against it; but beaten we must be, as tliis most 
iim^xpccted change has taken place. AV^iat is to become of nil 
that is wortli preserving is known only to Him who ruletb in 
heaven. I shall fight for my old principles to tlio last. 

‘‘ The fatigues of the debate, which may be long, and perliaps 
niglit and night, to me will he, probably, very fatiguing indeed; 
but I shall nurse myself in the day-time, and keep in as good 
order as 1 can. In some part of the procce.dings 1 shall speak.” 

lie did attend, and made a very iin])rcssivc spcccli, saying, 

that conscious of the approach of that time when, in the 
course of nature, his existence must close, he felt himself, 
upon lii« oatli and his lionour, imperatively called on to 
occupy their Lordships’ attention for some short space, while 
lie stated the grounds of his opposition to this measure ; and 
he trusted their Lordships would I'ccelve his sincere acknow- 
ledgments for the unilVirm respect and attention which tlicy 
liJid bestowed upon him during the very long time for which 
he had sate upon the woolsack. It was a falla(*y to talk of 
the Ii'Ish Church as something distinct from the English : 
from the time of the legislative union between the two coun- 
tries, there was one united church of England and 
Ireland. He urged the objections founded on the King’s 
coronation oath, and on the engagement with Ireland and 
Scotland at the respective times of the two unions. With 
I’ospect to the union of England and Ireland, the King, when 
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he gave his consent to that Act, was called on by the most 
solemn rites and ceremonies, not merely to say, Le Roi le 
veuty^ but he was also called on to say, in the most solemn 
manner, “ So help me God! I will maintain this Act.” 

And so help me God,” he exclaimed, I will not consent to 
any Act of Parliament that will disturb or affect the interests 
of that Establishment, to which I have vowed my constant 
and eternal attachment. I must be allowed to say, whatever 
consequences it may expose me to, — that if the G rcat Seal 
had been in my hands at the present time, which would have 
bound me to tender my humble advice on this sulyect to his 
Majesty, and if the King had declined accepting that advice 
which in my conscience I might have given, so lielp me that 
God before whose tribunal I have soon to appear, I would, 
with all dutiful respect, have said, ^ Sire, it is my duty to 
assume that you understand that which I think your duty 
better than I do ; the advice I have given is from my soul 
and conscience what I ought to give you ; I am bound to 
defer to your judgment, but I cannot entangle myself with 
the consequences which, In my after-life, must attach to other 
advice, and I cannot go out of this room without resigning 
into your hands the seals of oflice, which compel me to tender 
you my advice. I have given my Sovereign my best advice, 
according to my humble judgment, and as it is not approved 
of, it is my duty to resign.’ Can your Lordships suppose, 
knowing as you must what is going on in this country, that 
this measure is the limit to which you will be obliged to go, 
if you accede to it ? The present bill destroys the church- 
rates as no\v collected in Ireland ; and every man who reads 
the newspapers must perceive, that the moment is not far 
distant when no more church-rates will be collected in 
England.” * 

The second reading of the bill was carried, however, by a 
majority of 157 to 98. f On the third reading Lord Eldon 
returned to the attack with renewed energy. He said, ** he 
founded himself on the experience of a long life, in affirming 
that the prosperity of this country was inseparably interwoven 


19 Hansard, 3d series, 918. 
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with the maintenance of an established religion. The Pro- 
testant religion he considered to be the best form of religion; 
and he had no more doubt than he had of his own existence, 
now drawing very near to a close, that the present bill was 
calculated to undermine the established religion of this coun- 
try. He hoped the argument, that this was a measure c^al- 
culated to strengthen the Church by its liberality, would not 
prevail in that House. He held religious belief to be a thing 
between God and a man’s own conscience ; but it must at the 
same time be allowed that a man, having acquired the liberty 
of his own conscience, was not therefore permitted to disturb 
tlie national peace and the national conscience. AVhatever 
might be the opinion of their Lordships as to the religious 
feeling of the community, they might rely upon it, that if 
the principle of non-payment of rates because of a difference 
ill religious belief were once established, many would be found 
to leave tJic Church for the purpose of evading the burthen, 
''flic union between the two countries never would have taken 
place if this measure could have been foreseen. Tliis bill 
was a direct fraud upon the Protestants of Ireland, — he 
could give it no other name. He declared that he would 
ratlier forego his existence than support a bill wliich, in his 
o2)inion, was calculated to destroy the Established Church of 
Ireland. * 

The bill passed liy a great majority and although I am 
afraid that, from the misinanagement of property vested in 
commissioners, little practical good has been done by it, I do 
not believe that it lias w'orked any injury to the Church, 
cither in England or Ireland. • 

While Lord Eldon was now considered ratlier an old-fa- 
shioned politician, there was a due appreciation of his steady 
adherence to his principles, — and, the envy raised by the en- 
joyment of power having passed away, and the disappointments 
which must be occasioned by the exercise of great patronage 
being forgotten, he received tokens of respect and good will 
• from all classes of the community. 

The following is an account of his reception by the Bcnch- 

* 20 Hansard, Sd series, 114. 
f 135 to 54. 20 Hansard, 3d series, 114. 


CHAP. 

CCXL 


A. D. 1833. 


Respect 
enjoyed 
by Lord 
Eldon on 
account of 
his consis- 
tency. 


June 7. 
1833. 



574 


KKIGN OF WILLIAM IV. 


CHAP. 

CCXL 


A. T). 1833. 

His recep- 
tion ill ihe 
Hall of the 
Middle 
'i'einple. 


ers, Barristers, and Students of the Middle Temple : — 
Yesterday being the grand day in Trinity Term at the 
Middle Temple, on which it is usual for the Judges and other 
distinguished members of the Society to dine in the Hall, the 
Earl of Eldon, who has not been present on this occasion for 
several years, dined at the Bench ttible. The venerable Earl 
was in excellent health and spirits. In the course of the 
evening he proposed as a toast, ^ Tlie Bar ; ’ and shortly after- 
wards an intimation was made to the Bench, that the Bar 
then present were desirous of testifying their respect for the 
distinguished member of their Society and of tlie profession 
Avho had that day gratified them by his presence. ^ The 
health of the Earl of Eldon ’ was then drunk with an 
unexampled enthusiasm. The hall rang with acclama- 
tions, Bench, Bar, and Students appearing to vie with 
each otlier in their manifestations of respect. — The Earl 
of Eldon ros(‘, evidently under the influence of consider- 
able emotion, to return thanks. He observed, ^that he 
could not but feel deeply sensible of the honour, or he would 
rather say the kind feeling, which the Bar had just shown 
towards him, when he called to mind that a period of half a 
century had elajised since he first became a member of that 
Society. Eong, he trusted, might the Bar continue to 
maintain that high, and lioiiourable, and independent cha- 
racter, which was essential to the pure administration of 
justice, and which, he would take leave to say, was one of the 
main sources of the prosperity which this country had hitherto 
enjoyed. So long as the profession maintained that high 
character, he was sure that the people of this country would 
always look to Westminster Hall for the maintenance of their 
just rights; and, looking to Westminster Hall, it is im- 
possible, said the noble Earl, turning towards the window of 
the Middle Temple Hall, which is decorated with the armorial 
bearings of Lords Clarendon, Somers, Talbot, Hardwicke, 
Ashburton, Kenyon, Tcnterden, &c., that tliey can ever 
forget the Middle Temple.’ The venerable carl was, at the > 
conclusion of his speech, and on retiring from the Hall, 
greeted with enthusiastic and continued cheering by the whole 
Society.” 
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Ills own notice of tliis dinner, in a letter to his daughter, is 
still more touching : — 

‘*1 yesterday, being much pressed so to do, dined at the Middle 
Temple, at the Benchers’ anniversary dinner. It was right that I 
should conquer, if 1 could, iny great reluctance to every thing of 
tiint sort, and T was repaid for iny struggle to conquer that rc- 
Inelancc, by my recei)tion. All the younger members of the 
Society dined, as well as tlic old ones, tlui Bemdiers ; and, as I 
walked down the great Hall in which we dined, there was a 
g(‘ncral sort of acclamation of kindness from lliem all, wliich 
cheered an old gentleman.” 

It Iiappcncd that in a few months after ho was siibj)cjcnacd 
as a witness In the Court of Exeliequer in an action for false 
imprisonment, brought by an attorney of the name of Dicas 
against Lord Chancellor Brougham. The jdaintill* proj)Oscd 
to j)rovc, by the evidence of the Ex- Chancellor, that the 
warrant under which he Iiad been committed to the Elect by 
the noble and learned dclcndant was contrary to the practice 
of tlie Court of Chancery, and tliercforc illegal. 1 give tlio 
rest of the story in the words of my excellent friend, Mr. 
Horace Twiss : — When Lord Eldon appeared on the bench, 
which Is tlie usual place for peers visiting a court of justice, 
the whole Bar respectfully rose, wdtli one a(‘cord, from their 
seats. AVheu he stood up to be sworn, tlic Bar again simul- 
taneously rose. He was interrogated by ^Ir. (afterwards 
Baron) Platt, the leading counsel for tlie plain tilr, about his 
recollection of certain points of practice as they liad been in 
his own Chanccllorslilp. He stated that he could not dis- 
tinctly recollect these points pt sucli a distance of time ; but 
that he could not hope to have so conducted the business of 
his Court, as not to liave made some mistakes in a period of 
almost five-and-twenty years, during which lie had held tlie 
Great Seal, thougli he w’as not aware of any particular 
instance in wliich errors had been committed by him. At 
the close of his examination in chief, he added, ^ I am not a 
willing witness. I thought it my duty to comj)ly when I 
was summoned by a subpmiia ; but at my age and the distance 
1 was at, I should have hardly been willing to come, unless I 
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had considered it to be a duty between man and man.’ It 
fell to Sir John (afterwards Lord) Campbell, at that time 
Solicitor General, who led for the defendant, the then Lord 
Chancellor, to cross-examine Lord Eldon. The learned So- 
licitor began by saying, ^ Allow me, in the name of the Bar, 
to express the satisfaction we all have in the honour of seeing 
your Lordship:’ and then proceeded with his cross-exa- 
mination. When it concluded. Lord Eldon, who liad given 
his evidence in a low tone of voice, retired ; and as he with- 
drew, the Bar again expressed their reverence, by rising from 
their scats as before. This was, probably, the only case in 
whicli it ever happened that a Lord Chancellor (Lord 
Brougham) was defendant; an Ex-Lord Chancellor (Lord 
Eldon), a Avitness ; another Ex-Lord Chancellor (Lord l^ynd- 
hurst), the judge; and a future Lord Chancellor of Ireland 
(liord Campbell), the counsel.” ^ 

But no attentions to himself could soothe his solicitude 
about public affairs. On which, shortly after this, he wrote 
to a friend : — 

When I look at the state of the country, and see, or think I 
see, tlic Monarchy, the Peerage, the owners of property, sinking 
— I fear inevitably sinking — under the rule and domination of 
Democrats, I have no comfort in looking forward.” f 

Yet his spirit remained unbroken, and he resolved to em- 
brace any opportunity that might present itself for striving 
to serve his country — 

‘ though fill Til on evil days, 

On evil days though fall’n, and evil tongues ; 

In darkness and with dangers compass'd round.” 

I now reach the year 1834, Avhich is memorable in our party 
annals, and which before its termination witnessed the dis- 
missal of the Whigs, although, after a short-lived government 
conducted on principles Avhich Lord Eldon could not applaud, 
they Avere re-called, and remained in office till he Avas removed 
from a Avorld made sad by such mortifying occurrences. 

# 

Chap. Ivii. f letter to Commissary Gordon, 13th Dec. 1833. 
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It was generally thought that on the death of Lord Grenville 
he would at last have become Chancellor of the University 
of Oxford, his principles being in such exact accordance with 
those of that learned body ; but somehow or other, I do not 
find an instance of an Ex-Lord Chancellor of England being 
elected Chancellor of either University. Stoutly as Lord 
Eldon had fought for Church and King, he was now emeritus^ 
and there was hardly a possibility that he should again be 
possessed of power and patronage. The Duke of Wellington 
was not only the hero of a hundred battles, terminating with 
Waterloo, but was expected before long to resume his station 
as Prime Minister. His Grace being brought forward by a 
more influential party. Lord Eldon immediately gave way, 
but was at first evidently not a little hurt, that the author of 
“ the Homan Catholic Hill” should be preferred to the 
champion of Protestant Ascendency, and thus he wrote to 
his daughter : — 

“I take it that the Duke of Wellington will certainly be the 
Chancellor of Oxford. It is singular that the warmest supporters 
of the author of the lioman Catholic Bill seem to be those who, 
on account of that Anti -Protestant measure, threw out Peel from 
his situation of M. P.” 

However, his chagrin was soon dissipated, and he joined in 
the general wish to do honour to the choice whicli the Uni- 
versity had made, — as wc learn from the following letter to 
his daughter : — 

“ The new Chancellor of the University of Oxford gave his din- 
ner yesterday, upon being sworn into office. Being asked as High 
Steward, I thought it right to gb. The Duke of Wellington pro- 
posed my health in a very handsome speech, and 1 addressed the 
company in an answer of thanks, in a way I hope tolerably good, 
and very well received. The attendance was fatiguing, but to-day 
I am not the worse for it. I was invited as High Steward to 
attend the great ceremonial in June at Oxford ; but that would 
be too much for me, and I should have no pleasure in it.” 

• Nevertheless, when June came round, he actually did at- 
tend the installation, and from the respect shown to him he 

VOL. VII. p p 
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had as much reason to be gratified as if he had actually worn 
the robes of Chancellor of the University. He thus explains 
his motives and his adventures : — 

“ The earnest desire expressed to me by so many of the Uni- 
versity, that I should at least make my appearance there on tliis 
occasion, and the reasons, of a public nature and with reference to 
public interests, are so strong for my doing so, that repairing 
there has appeared to me unavoidable; but, after I have been 
there enough to satisfy the reasons for my going at all, I shall quit, 
and not stay the business throughout.” [After describing the 
difficulty he experienced in finding post-horses on his journey :] 

I did arrive, however, at the Vice-Chancellor’s in time : and, 
a little after, arrived also at the Vice-Chancellor’s the Duke of 
Wellington. lie, as well as I, was obliged to make his entrance 
into Oxford with only a pair of poor miserably tired hack post- 
horses. AVe were both lodged, throughout the whole time, at the 
Vice-Chancellor’s house, and our parties in it were comfortably 
small. The next morning was a fine morning, and the proces- 
sion from University College to the Theatre was all on foot, 
through countless multitudes in the streets, cheering and huzzaing 
as we passed along. In this procession were almost all the doctors 
in divinity and law, except the bishops ; and in tliis, as there 
generally are in such ^jiectaclcs, some very w^ell-dressed pick- 
pockets, one of whom contrived to empty the pockets of Lady 
Sidmouth’s maid, who unfortunately had a good deal of cash in 
it, — I believe about fifteen pounds. This genteel pickpocket was 
dressed in academical gown and robes. 

The dinner that day was given, and a very splendid dinner it 
was, in University College. I conjecture that we Jiad thirty peers 
or more at our banquet. The hall of University College has been 
put, by repairs, and ornaments, apd embellishments, in a state of 
perfect beauty. AVe had some good speeches after dinner, and I 
did, in that way, as well as I could. The company sat long, and 
afterwards most of them went to the concert, but I did not adven- 
ture so to do.” 

Lord Encombe, with several other persons of distinction, 
was on this occasion to receive the honorary degree of Doctor 
of Civil Law, and the following is an authentic account of the „ 
ceremony : When it came to his turn to be presented, there 
was great applause, and the looks of all were turned to Lord 
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Eldon, whose eyes were fixed upon his grandson. Dr. 
Pliillimorc, as Law Professor, taking Lord Encombe by the 
hand, presented him to the Chancellor and Convocation 
with these words : — ^ Insignissime Canccllarle, vosque 
egregii Procumtores, pracsento vobis prajnobllem virum, 
Joliannem Scott, Vice-Corniteni Encombe, c Collegio JMovo, 

Artium Magistrum, et Honoratissiini Comitis de Eldon ’ 

This name had scarcely passed the Professor’s lips, when 
there arose a universal shout of loud and enthusiastic cheer- 
ing. Lord Eldon had stood up when his grandson approached, 
blit was quite overcome by this burst of kind feeling toward 
himself and his family. Leaning his arm on the cushion of 
his desk, he covered his face. When the first applause had 
subsided, the Professor resumed — Comitis de Eldon” — 
but a second burst drowned his voice for several minutes 
longer. Dr. Phillimorc found that it would bo quite inijios- 
siblc to get on if he mentioned this name again, so when 
silence was obtained he continued — ^ unicum Nepotem, ut 
admittfitur ad gradum Doctoris in Jure Civili, honoris causa.’ 
The Duke of Wellington, as Chancellor, rising and taking 
off his cap, according to the usage, pronounced the formal 
admission: ‘ Vir honoratissime, ego, auctoritate meu et totius 
Universitatis, adiriitto te ad gradum Doctoris in Jure Civili, 
honoris causa,’ — Upon which Lord Encombe, advancing, 
ascended the steps of the Chancellor’s chair, to receive his 
hand. The cordiality of the Duke’s manner in welcoming 
his young friend drew fresh cheers from the assembly : and 
when Lord Encombe, instead of proceeding at once to his 
])lace among the Doctors, turned aside, and taking Lord 
Eldon’s hand, bowed himself respectfully and affectionately 
upon it, the expressions of sympathy with the young noble- 
man were repeated by the spectators more warmly still. The 
aged Earl, after gazing on Jiis grandson for some moments 
with overflowing eyes, again sank his head upon the desk before 
him amid continuing peals of applause, and covered his face 
, with his hands from the view of the enthusiastic multitude.” * 

* This scene has been made the subject of a fine painting by Uriggs, whicii 
has been beautifully engraved by Finderi. 
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Lord Eldon, in writing to his daughter, Lady Frances, 
thus naturally expressed his own great delight : — 

“ Wednesday night (June llth, 1834), 

‘‘ This has been a very gratifying day — I have been quite over- 
come by the treatment I received in the Theatre to-day; it 
almost authorizes me to say that I have spent a life, so as to gain 
a degree of estimation, which I had no idea I possessed. It 
affected me extremely. I'lie multitude in the Theatre quite up- 
roarious : Down with all Whig pickpockets, &c. «5kc.” 

“ 'flmrsday (June 12th, 1834). 

“ It is quite overpowering to have met with the congratulations 
of multitudes, great multitudes, here, upon the reception of my 
name in the Theatre yesterday over and over again. When En- 
combe had his degree, the manner in which the Duke of Wellington 
received and handed him up to me, the people calling out ‘ Eldon,’ 
was affecting beyond any thing I ever met.” 

When he returned to London, he said with honest exulta- 
tion, “ I will tell you what charmed me very much when I 
left the Theatre, and was trying to get to my carriage : — 
one man in the crowd shouted out, ^ There is old Eldon — 
cheer him, for he never ratted !’ I was very much delighted, 
for I never did rat. I will not say I have been right through 
life — 1 may have been wrong — but I will say that I have 
been consistent.” All mankind must admit the claim he here 
makes, which, perhaps, is as much to be respected as that 
made for candour, by sudden "convertites.” 

But I must now return to the thoimy path of politics. 
Before the installation at Oxford, Lord Eldon had enjoyed 
the satisfaction of seeing the Whig Ministers disagree among 
themselves as to the extent to which the property of the Irish 
Church might be interfered with by the State. This dispute 
cannot yet be discussed as matter of history, and for obvious 
reasons I abstain from touching on recent party transactions, 
except in as far as the subject of this memoir was personally 
concerned in them. He expressed unbounded delight when 
Lord Stanley, Sir James Graham, the Duke of llichmond, . 
and Lord Ripon resigned ; and he declared that the mis- 
rule under which the nation had been suffering for some years 
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must no>v be at an end.” But to his great surprise and mor- 
tification, Lord Grey’s Government rallied from this blow, 
and for a little time recovered its popularity. 1'he Whig 
Attorney General, who, on his promotion, had been thrown 
out at Dudley, on account of Irish coercion, and the minis- 
terial support of the Pension List, was, in a few days after, 
returned triumphantly for the City of Edinburgh ; and the 
different sections of the Liberal party showed a disposition 
to re-uiiitc *, — so that Lord Eldon expressed a fear that 
the restoration of the Tories was indefinitely postponed.” 
He always manfully adhered to this old, respected, time- 
honoured name of his party, under which for near two centu- 
ries they had so gallantly defended the altar and the throne, 
— talking rafher contemptuously of the upstart appellation of 
“ Conservatives,” — among whom he foretold would be found 
some of very lax notions both respecting religion and politics. 

Although watching anxiously the vicissitudes which seemed 
favourable or adverse to what he considered good government 
in the country, and although he still attended regularly in his 
place in Parliament, — on account of liis declining strength 
he took very little part in the debates during the session, and 
when he did speak, he complained that he was not heard, and 
that he was misreported ; — 

“ his big manly voice 

Turning again toward childish treble.” 
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whose meetings and processions he declared to be illegal f ; May i. 
and he Once more inveighed against the unjust practice of 
disfranchising boroughs for corriiption.{ On the much agl- June 6 
tated question, whether any surplus revenue of the Church of 
Ireland, after providing for the spiritual wants of all the niononthe 
members of that Church, might lawfully be applied to the of*t^hurc^ 

property. 

* The news of these resignations reached Edinburgh during the night pre- 
ceding the poll by an express from the Carlton Club, and was announced in 
handbills, posted all over the city before daybreak, as ** the utter I'uin of the Whiij 
cause ; ” but it operated favourably for the Whig candidate, 
t Hansard, 3d series, 96. | Ib. 368. 
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general education of the people, lie said with great earnest- 
ness, — If there be any of your Lordships, or if there be 
any portion of my countrymen, who regard my opinion, as 
an old lawyer, I do here in this place solemnly deny that the 
State has any right to meddle with tlie property of the Church 
at all. If there be any ^vho will value my opinion when I 
am gone from among you, I now leave it behind me as my 
solemn and deliberate declaration, that no lawyer on earth 
can prove that, according to any known principle of law, the 
surplus in question can be appropriated to any other purposes 
than those approved of by the Protestant Episcopalian Church 
of Ireland. * 

He was much excited by an affront which he thought had 
been offered to the administration of justice. * The twelve 
Judges had been summoned to attend the House of Lords, to 
assist their Lordships in determining a writ of error from the 
Court of Exchequer Chamber, in a case which turned on the 
validity of the notice given of the dishonour of a bill of ex- 
change. When the venerable sages of the law appeared in 
their robes, there was no Ijord Chancellor, or other Speaker 
of the House, to receive them, and a scene of great confusion 
ensued. At length the attendance of some lay lords was ob- 
tained, and one of these (the Earl of Abingdon), being 
elected Speaker, took his place on the woolsack — ordered 
the counsel to be called in — after the conclusion of the argu- 
ments at the bar, put a question to the Judges respecting the 
sufficiency of the notice of the dishonour of the bill, — and 
received their answer, t 

At the next meeting of the House, the Earl of Eldon 
said he wished to call the attention of their Lordships to a 
subject of much importance to their character. The attend- 
ance of the twelve Judges had been required by that House 
to give their opinion upon some question relating to a writ 
of error. Upon that occasion neither the Lord Chancellor, 
nor the Deputy Speaker, nor any law lord was present to 

• 24 Hansard, Sd series, 268. 

I Lords* Journals, 17tli June, 1834. The noble Earl was long after addressed 
by bis friends as “ Lord Cliancellor,** and it is very doubtful whether I am not 
bound to write his life. 



LIFE OF LORD ELDON. 


583 


receive them. This, he could not help remarking, was 
most irregular — contrary to the forms of their Lordships’ 
House, and contrary also to their dignity and interests.” 

recollect a case,” said he, wherein, the twelve Judges 
having given their opinions, the Lord Chancellor satisfied 
the House that they were all wrong. I recollect another 
case, wherein the Lord Chancellor satisfied the House — not 
tliat the opinions were wrong — but that it would be wrong 
for that House to act upon them.* In the present instance, 
I believe, the Judges were right : but with such instances on 
record, was it proper that the Judges should be left with a lay 
lord only to guide them ? I will venture to say, that the 
esteem and respect of the subjects of this country for the 
House of Lords, as a court of judicature, is greater than for 
any other tribunal in the country. For the sake of your 
Lordships and of the suitors I shall move, on a future day, 
that the opinions of the twelve Judges shall never be received 
in this House unless the Lord Chancellor, or one of the lords 
mentioned in the commission of Dei)uty Si)cakcr, be present.” 
The Lord Chancellor said, that he himself had been engaged 
in the Court of Chancery, and that Lord Denman was ex- 
pected to attend, but had been detained in the Court of King’s 
]lcnch ; whereupon Lord Eldon intimated, that in the hope 
that such an unfortunate occurrence would never again 
happen, he should waive the notice of motion which he had 
given, t 

He would not oppose the new Poor Law, becauwsc it was 
warmly supported by the Duke of Wellington and almost 
the whole House of Lords,’ but he refused to vote in its 
favour, or to attend any of the discussions upon it, and 
thus he expressed himself resj)ccting it to his daughter : — 
Heaven grant that this new mode of treating the poor and 
needy may not bring forth those fruits which I for one antici- 
pate ! They are to proceed in this liazardous measure to-night : 
but ^ unto their assembly mine honour shall not be united.’ ” 

In Mr. 0*ConncU*s case, in 1845, the House of Ijords thought that the ma- 
jority of the Judges were wrong, and decided according to tlie opinion of 
two dissentient Judges, 
t 24 Hansard, 3d series, 597. 600 . 604. 
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The last time that Lord Eldon ever spoke in Parliament 
was on the 25th day of July, 1834, and although the occasion 
was not a very important one, it enabled him to show his 
adherence to the principles which had guided him through 
life. Railroads he denominated, with some truth, dangerous 
innovations,” and he was very glad to join in a vote rejecting, 
on the second reading, a Bill which had come up from the 
House of Commons, for the making of the Great Western 
Railway.” The majority against it being declared. Lord 
Wharncliffc said, he feared that the determination to which 
the House had come, would lower the respect of the people 
for their lordships.” — The Earl of Eldon. I beg to tell 
the noble lord that I have given my vote on conscientious 
grounds, and I am not to be told, by him or any other noble 
lord, that such a vote will be injurious to your Lordships in 
the estimation of the people.” 

He resolved now to refrain from any effort of public 
speaking, but he still hoped to serve his country by his 
counsels; and, if asked, he would not have been unwilling 
even to take a scat in a Cabinet, the principles of which 
he entirely approved, if such an one should hapj)ily again be 
established before his eyes were closed. A sudden gleam of 
hope was created by the resignation of Earl Grey, but this 
was immediately overcast by the appointment of Lord Mel- 
bourne to succeed him, and Whig domination seemed firmly 
established under the admirable good sense, discretion, tact, 
and temper of the new Premier. A most stormy session 
closed in tranquillity. 

For a while our Ex-Chancellor forgot his political disap- 
pointments, by making another visit to his estate in the 
county of Durham, and gathering round him all his northern 
relations. lie even talked of having some merry-making 
beyond the Tyne, observing to his grand-niece, ^‘Well, 
Ellen, when you and I meet in the Newcastle Assembly 
Rooms, we will open the ball.” — Ellen. Yes, uncle; re- 
member, you are engaged to me.” — Lord Eldon. I will 
not forget, and we will call for ^JacKs alive ^ — that will be 
the proper tune — ^ Jach!s alive 

* * 25 Han^rd. 3d scries, 4<)3. 
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In a letter to this young lady on his return into Dorset- 
shire, he said ; — 

“ I liad a very dull journey from Rusheyford : how should it be 
otherwise ? 1 had left those I liked to be with, and I had no com- 

pany except that of an individual now generally spoken of as ‘ Poor 
old Eldon/ Here I arrived, however, at last, and got home to my 
cottage, which, being situated in a deep valley, is not seen till you 
reach the door of the house. I remember Dr. Warren, when he 
once came here upon a medical visit, exclaimed, ‘Well, I have 
got to your den at last ! ’ In tliat den I liave been pretty generally 
confined since I entci’cd it ; I am, however, as well as I can expect 
to be.” 

While confined to his den, and rather in a desponding state 
of mind from thinking of the great majorities which the 
Whigs still commanded in the House of Commons, and the 
feeble resistance offered to them in the House of Lords, he 
was astounded by the intelligence, which he could not for 
some time believe to be true, that during the recess of Par- 
liament — public affairs being in a state of profound tran- 
quillity — King William had dismissed his Ministers, on 
the ground that Lord Althorp had succeeded to the title of 
Earl Spencer. ‘^Now, at last,” cried he, ‘^the good old 
times must be restored, and I must be sent for.” He was 
the more confident in this last expectation, because Sir 
Robert Peel, not dreaming of changes of Government, was 
employing himself in viewing the curiosities of the Vatican. 
Rut a week having rolled away without summons or com- 
munication to him of any sort, in a letter to his grandson, 
dated Sunday, November •23d, he thus betrays his dis- 
appointment : ‘‘ To the moment I am writing I have had no 
letter ^rom those who would heretofore have courted my 
advice, or been civil enough to pretend to ask it.” However, 
having detained the letter till next day, he says in a post- 
script, Since I wrote what precedes this, I have had a very 
civil letter from the Duke of Wellington. It tells me nothing 
material ; and until Peel comes, it could not tell me any thing 
material.” 

He was evidently chagrined at being put off with mere 
civility, and he had serious misgivings from considering to 
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whose hands the formation of the new Government was to 
be left ; but still he had good hopes of him who had long 
successfully combated Catholic emancipation, and having 
yielded to it from an overruling necessity, had since partly 
redeemed his character by a gallant resistance to the Keforin 
Bill. Meanwhile, in writing to his daughter, he thus af- 
fected indifference, but disclosed anxiety, respecting what 
was to happen on the arrival of the Premier-elect : 

“ The ‘ Standard * of yesterday contains, in an article from some 
other paper, that the intended arrangement for the Earl of Eldon 
has failed. No such arrangement could have failed, for no such 
was intended ; and Lord Eldon is too old, and too wise, again to 
mingle in ministerial arrangements. I think nothing will be done, 
as to any such, with respect to any body, till Peel comes home.” 

Lord Eldon was much hurt to find that the Cabinet was 
filled up without his having the refusal of a seat in it, and 
without his having had the slightest concern in its formation, 
more than if he had never gone by the name of tlic great 
Tory cabinet-maker.” He now really cared little about place, 
but he was most seriously alarmed when he read the Tam- 
worth Manifesto,”* which spoke of accpiicscing in the Reform 
Bill ; of respecting the rights of conscience, and of relaxing 
restrictions upon commerce. Doubting Avhethcr the reins of 
government might not almost as well have remained in the 
hands of Lord Melbourne, who probably never seriously 
meditated any heavy blow to the Church, and might have 
been effectually restrained from inflicting any, he inveighed 
even more loudly against this new Government than he had 
against the Duke of Wellington’s, in 1828. 

Sir Robert Peel, — as then, — now tried to soothe, him by 
a civil letter : — 

“ Wliitcliall Gardens, Jan. 1st, 1835. 

“ Dear Lord Eldon, 

“ Your long experience in public life and devotion to your public 
duties will, I hope, have found an excuse for me, if, under the cir- 
cumstances under which I was called to England, and the inces- 
sant and most harassing occupation in which I have been since 


* Sir R. Peel’s Address to his constituents. 
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(Migaged botli night and day, I have appeared deficient, through 
niy silence, in that respect which I most sincerely entertain for 
you, and which, but for the circumstances to which I have referred, 
ought to have and would have dictated a much earlier communi- 
cation to you on the subject of the position of public affairs, and 
the course which I proposed as the King's Minister to pursue. 

“ That course has been now sulliciently indicated by the imhlic 
declarations which I have been called upon to make, and by the 
appointments which have taken place, on my advice, to the chief 
offices of the King's Government. It only remains for me, there- 
fore, to apologise to you for a seeming inadvertence and inatten- 
tion which woujd be wholly at variance with my real feelings, and 
to express an earnest hope that the Administration over which I 
preside will entitle itself by its acts to your support and con- 
lidencc. 

Believe me, my dear Ijord, with the sincercst respect, and best 
wishes for your continued health and happiness, 

“ Most faithfully yours, 

‘‘ Roukrt Pkkl,” 

The very brief and stiff reply is silent respecting the 

appointments'^^ which had taken place by the advice of the 
I*renner, but conveys marked disapprobation of his puhlic 
declarations,^^ 

Dear Sir Robert Peel, 

“I don’t delay acknowledging the receipt of your kind letter, 
which, being directed to Encombe, did not reach that place till 
after I had left it, and has been returned from thence. 

“ If I forbear to enter into any statements respecting the subjects 
mentioned in that letter, I might be thought disrespectful in delay- 
ing my acknowledgments for the kindness and respect you have 
been pleased to express towards me, — a delay which might not be 
thought sufficiently apologised for, by observations Avhich could 
only apply to subjects which I understand you to have been 
already fully determined upon. I remain, 

Yours very faithfully, 

“ Eldon.” 

He was consoled however by a caricature, meant for the 
gratification of all true Churcli-and-King politicians of the 
old school, which, while he was excluded from the new 
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Cabinet, represented him as the fittest man in England to 
guide it. To this he refers in a letter to Lord Encombe : 

There is come out a print of Diogenes, with his lantliorn, 
searching the world for an honest man. He a^ipears highly 
delighted in finding poor Lord Eldon, whose image he is 
holding forth in a stronger likeness of that poor old gentle- 
man than I have yet seen.” * *• 

Although by no means contented with the present Go- 
vernment, — upon a little reflection he pronounced it much 
preferable to any thing that could be expected from the recal 
of the Whigs, who were now pressing for Municipal Reform, 
for a Dissenters’ Marriage Bill, and even for the Appropriation 
of the surplus revenues of the Irish Church to the jmrposcs 
of General Education. On the day after the meeting of the 
new Parliament he wrote to Lord Encombe : — 


Feb. 25. « Let any body read the notices of motion given in the Commons 

last night and avoid seeing, if it be possible, the danger of negli- 
gence about their political duties. I sat last night in the House of 


* Some may suspect me of maliciously misrepresenting Lord Eldoirs wishes 
at this period of his life, and may believe tliat be contentedly courted retirement; 
but a very impartial observer, who knew him well, and cannot be misled by any 
party bias, writes to me; — His love of power, and even oftice, survived the 
pardonable age. Even when the Duke of Wellington was called on to form his 
Administration in 1828, and very early coininiinicated on the matter with Lord E„ 
the latter (1 have good grounds to believe) offered to resume the Great Seal, 
saying something very disparaging of bis eminent successor. 'Phis is a point, 
however, on which I write with some restraint, by reason of its delicacy. I 
strongly surmise that this was a principal cause of the want of further commu- 
nication from the Duke on this occasion, of which he loudly complained. 

“ He certainly entered immediately with zeal into the bitterest counsels of 
the most infuriate Tories, — counsels, marked not only by rashness and indis- 
cretion which were discreditable in very young men, hut w'crc positively dis- 
graceful ill a veteran. 

*• I know that Lord Sidmouth resisted his urgent solicitations to join him in 
this opposition after the great event of 1829, even to the extent of almost quar- 
relling with him. The revolution (as I call it, — the ref army as you, by a pleasant 
eiipliemisin, arc pleased to designate it) of 1831 -.32 was the fruit of this fatal 
policy, — policy, for which few men were so deeply answerable as Lord E. 
Considering the great and habitual deference paid to him by all the Tory lords, 
we cannot doubt that he might have calmed the suicidal frenzy which marked 
all their conduct from February, 1829, to the same month in 1831, when even 
they could blind themselves no longer to the destructive consequences of their 
madness. 

“ A year or two after the Ilcform Act passed, he and a younger member of 
the aristocracy expressed together something like indignation against Sir R. Peel 
for having spoken of that act in Parliament as one which it would be folly to 
attempt to repeal, and to which, therefore, it was necessary that practical states- 
men should accommodate their views.” 
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Lords till between twelve and one — till all in that House was 
over. I certainly would much rather have sat by my fire-side 
quietly, and enjoying the comforts of conversation ; but as one in- 
dividuiil, I will not belong to the assembly of those who look only 
to personal case, enjoyment, and comfort, and will not see to what 
the intentions of some appear to be, as affecting their posterity, 
and it may be, themselves ere long.” 


CHAP. 
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Thus lie sneers, however, at the Conservatives,” whom he 
evidently considered as now little better than Wliigs : 

“ The new Ministers certainly have the credit, if that be cre- 
ditable, of being in(*lincd to get as much popularity by what are 
called reforms as their predecessors ; and if they do not, at present, 
go to the full length to which the others were going, they will, 
at least, make so many important changes in Cliurch and State, 
that nobody can guess liow far the precedents they establish may 
lead to changes of a very formidable kind hereafter.”* 


During the residue of ^Hhe hundred days,” things re- 
mained very quiet in the House of I^ords while the deadly 
struggle was going on in the House of Commons. This was 
terminated by tlie majority of thirty* three in favour of Lord 
John Eusscll’s motion for a committee of the whole House 
to consider the temporalities of the Church of Ireland,” — 
which led to the resignation of Sir Robert Peel, and the April 8. 
formation of Lord Melbourne’s second Ministry. 

, bournes 

Lord Eldon now enjoyed the consolation of voting steadily second Ad- 
against all Ministerial measures, although he had the morti- 
ficatlon to find that some , of them, wlych he most severely 
condemned, were supported or feebly opposed by a large 
section of Conservatives.’’ The Municipal Reform Bill, Lord FJ- 
which had passed the House of Commons with applauses from 
Sir Robert Peel, was the object of his special abhorrence. Municipal 
‘^Hc protested loudly against it in private, with feverish 
alarm, as leading directly to confusion. Its interference with 
vested rights shocked his sense of equity even more than the 
sweeping clauses of the Reform Act. To set at nought 
ancient charters as so many hits of decayed parchment, and 


* Letter to Lady F. Rankes, March, 1835. 
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destroy the archives of town-halls, seemed in the eyes of the 
old magistrate, for so many years the guardian of corporate 
rights, a crowning iniquity. Pale as a marble statue, and 
confined to his house in Hamilton Place by infirniity, he 
would deprecate equally the temerity of Ministers and the 
madness of the people; and his vaticinations, like the prophet’s 
scroll, were full to overflowing with lamentations and woe. 
His correspondence, for some years previously, had borne 
marks of the troubled gloom with which he viewed the 
changes gradually darkening over all he had loved and vene- 
rated, till he felt almost a stranger to the ’institutions of his 
native land.”* 

Thus he described to Lord Encombe what he considered 
the iniquitous proceedings of the Up[)er House in passing the 
Municipal llcform Bill, now, I believe, universally allowed to 
be very salutary : — 

“ I found, witli hardly any exceptions, that the House of Lords, 
notwithstanding all I could say for the information of those who 
formerly would have listened to my humble advice, were deter- 
mined to pass the bill, such as it has now become ; and though 1 
admit that Ljndhurst’s amendments do him great credit, — to the 
shame of the House of Lords, the bill finishes as one of the worst 
precedents, and as dangerous at least a precedent as any, to be 
found in the Journals of the proceedings of that House. They 
may call it, if they please, a bill for the Improvement of Corpo- 
rations. I must maintain that it is no other than a bill of Pains 
and Penalties passed by the House of Lords in its judicial and 
legislative character, without any evidence before it, whether we 
consider the King’s commission appointing commissioners of in- 
quiry into corporations as legal or illegal. If the commission was 
illegal, evidence taken before commissioners under an illegal 
commission could never, according to law, be considered as legal 
testimony any where. If the commission was legal, and the ex- 
amination of witnesses under it produced a crop of lawful evidence, 
the House had not the evidence before it, so acquired, — for not only 
did not tlic commissioners annex evidence or the testimony of 
witnesses examined, but, as I understand, if there was any such 
testimony on examination, the production of it was refused to the 


• Townsend, vol. ii. 490. 
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House of Lords. And it is whimsical enough to see that House 
beginning with the examination by Charley Wetherell in defence 
of liis clients, before there was one single word of evidence against 
them before the House, or, as I believe, there yet is.* That the 
House should allow this, — that some lords, of whom I hoped for 
better things, should agree to this, — that I should be unable to go 
down to the House, from infirmity, to grapple with such pro- 
ceedings, — has destroyed that quiet of mind with me, wliicli is so 
essential to health. Save my country, Heaven ! is niy morning 
and evening prayer ; but that it can be saved it cannot be hoped. 
‘ Quos vult perdcrc dementat prius.’” 

Encouraged by Lord Lyndhurst’s successful opposition 
in the Lords to several clauses whicli Sir Robert Peel had 
warmly supported in the Commons, — the undaunted peer 
thus wrote to his old friend Sir Robert Vaughan : — 

“ The House of Lords seems at last to have tliought that it ought 
to do its duty. I think the Houses will be involved in collision 
wlien they meet, f 

“I trust the cause of my country to that Gimcat Being, -who 
alone can say to the madness of the people as he can to tlic raging 
waves of the ocean, ‘Hither shall you come, and no furtlicr.’ 

“ Lot us begin to do, and jiorseverc in doing our duty ; and then, 
discouraging as the prospect is, we may liope for better days.” 

However, the Municipal Corporation Bill, with some muti- 
lations, wliicli have a little obstructed its working, did pass j, 
and soon after be wrote thus dcspondiugly to the same cor- 
respondent : — 

“ Many, many thanks for your kind remembrance of me. Your 
kindness gives a support to my constitution, almost worn out by 
age, and which, nevertheless, will survive, I fear, if it has not al- 
ready survived, the constitution of my country.” 

At the close of this melancholy session of Parliament, in 
which he had seen measures carried which he thought so un- 
just and mischievous, without having strength to lift up his 

* See 30 Hansard, 43 — 180. 

t Their diUbrciices, on Municipal Reform, did lead to an “Open Conference,” 
or viva voce debate, between the managers of the two Houses, in Uie P.iinted 
Chainbor — the only instance of such a proceeding since the Revolutiuii. 

I 30 Hansard, 962. 
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voice against tbem^ he retired to Encombe to brood over the 
public misfortunes, and the degeneracy of mankind. While 
there, he was comforted by a kind letter sent to him by that 
most warm-hearted and excellent man the present Lord 
Kenyon, containing some strictures upon a statement by Sir 
John Campbell, made in the House of Commons, respecting 
the arrears which had been cleared off under Lord Chancellor 
Brougham, in the Court of Chancery, and in the House of 
Lords, and thought, very groundlessly, to have been meant 
as a reflection* on his great predecessor. 

The following is Lord Eldon’s answer : * — 

“ Saturday (Nov. Hth, 1835). 

“My very dear Lord, 

“ I ought long ago to have thanked j’-ou for tlic comfort I received 
from my daughter Elizabeth reading a letter, which I think you 
sent, respecting the velocity, the comparative velocity, of Brougham 
and Eldon, in Chancery, and in Appeals. It is quite obvious that 
the number of decisions, in a given time, proves nothing of the 
sort which Lord B. and the present Attorney suppose it to prove. 
In making a comparison, you must, necessarily, not merely advert 
to the number of decisions, but the nature of the cases in which 
the decisions were pronounced. There have been no such matters, 
since my time, as a Queen’s trial, the trial of a Berkeley Peerage, 
or of the various questions in the great Roxburghe Peerage and es- 
tates, in the last of which I think three days were employed in 
delivering my judgment : cum multis aliis. On a subject of this 
nature, however, my mind is at rest, though a very fidgetty mind. 
I am mistaken, if, after I am gone, the Chancery records do not 
prove I decided more than any of my predecessors in the same 
periods of time. Sir Lloyd Kenyon beat us all. 

“ Your faithful and affectionate 

“ Eldon. 

“ For the country’s welfare, my hopes are gone. I see leaders 

* 25 Hansard, 3d series, 1260. 1262. Sir John Campbell had moved for a 
return of the number of bills filed in the Court of Chancery and appeals entered 
in the years 1825 to 1833 inclusive, together with the number of appeals unde- 
cided when the present Chancellor came into office, and of those undecided at 
his last sitting ; but he said ** he did not mean to cast any reflection on any 
other Judge of the Court by the observations he had made, and that, on the 
contrar}', he believed that the other Judges had discharged their duty with the 
greatest assiduity, — meriting, by their exertions, the highest praise he could 
bestow.'*— -25 Hansard, 3d series, 1270. 
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of all parties sacrificing principle to expediency. They creatfi the 
expediency, and tlien they sacrifice all principle to it. Surely it is 
difficult to support a denial, tliat all sides, as to leaders, have gone 
too far in acting on this most mischievous doctrine.” 

He even seems to have had a foreboding of what he would 
have considered the last calamity that could be sent to over- 
whelm tJic country ; for writing, about this time, to his bro- 
thcr-in-law, Mr. Surtees, then turned of eighty, he. observes, 
that good crops, of wliieli there was then a prospect, were of 
no avail, as the corn imported from abroad is already, iii 
quantity, so great, that wc cannot sell so as to enable the 
fanner to get a price which will enable him to pay his taxes 
and his rent;” and thus concludes: As to the political changes 
which arc going on abroad, and which arc leading to political 
changes here, it seems by no means improbable that even 
you and I may live to see England without a rag left of the 
Constitution under which wc have so long lived.” — It would 
have been a great felicity in his lot if he could have wit- 
nessed tlic indignant rejection of the free trade measures 
brought forward by the Whigs in 1841, and then Iiad been 
snatched away from the evils that were to come. 
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CHAPTER CCXIL 

CONCLUSION OF THE LIFE OF LORD ELDON. 

Although Lord Eldon’s iiatui^al existence was prolonged 
more than two years, he Avas now politically defunct, and 
thenceforth he not only entirely abstained from attending in 
Parliament, but in despair he turned away his eyes from the 
political occurrences which Averc happening around him, and 
he thought only of his family and his private affairs. After 
having viewed his parliamentary career above half a century, 

1 cannot part Avithout regret from this respectable imperson- 
ation of genuine old Toryism. Neithci* avc nor our children 
shall CA'cr look upon liis like again. In the middle of the 
nineteenth century he appeared a living specimen of a species 
of politicians long extinct. As a public man he Avas not only 
interesting from the rarity of the qualities he exhibited, but, 
it Is impossible to have been In his company so long Avithout 
feeling kindness and even venerMtion for one, who, in the 
midst of constant changes, had remained unchanged — Avho, 
if liable to the imputation of cherishing, when turned of 
eighty, all the prejudices of eighteen, could not be charged, 
like many others, Avith having been led to renounce his prin- 
ciples by false philosophy, or by fashion, or by interest. 

To prepare for that event Avhich in the course of nature 
could not long be delayed, he about this time devoted a 
morning to the examination of his papers, and very properly 
destroyed much confidential correspondence. There is a class 
of letters, which, though in some sense confidential, may, after 
a certain lapse of time, be published without impropriety, and 
Avhich are the best materials for history; but there are others, 
Avritten on the implied understanding that they are to be* 
burned as soon as read. Unless such letters may be safely 
written, government cannot be carried on ; and to preserve 
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them for the purpose of gratifying the curiosity of a future 
generation would be as great an atrocity as to leave for 
publication a statement of all the deliberations of a Cabinet. 
Perhaps Lord Eldon went further than was necessary, and 
assisted in concealing what might have afterwards been 
legitimately made known ; for, after dinner, when giving an 
account of his morning’s work, he added, I have been a 
member, of a good many Administrations, and there are many 
things connected witli them which I do not wish to come 
out.” At the same time it must be acknowledged that he 
spared much which a cautious regard for his own reputation 
might have induced him to suppress.* 

He was now mucli afflicted by the sad state of things 
under the roof of his brother at Earley Court. William Scott, 
Lord Stowell’s only son, was dying, and Lord Stowcll himself, 
from being one of the most intellectual of men, had fallen 
into mental imbecility. He thus wrote to Lord Encombe 
during the last illness of his nephew : — 

The intelligence I receive is, that W. S. may linger a Utile 
longer ; but the worst may be looked for, and soon. Hopes are 
not entertained. It is impossible to say how this distresses me. 
If the worst docs happen, and soon, I could be of Jio comfort in 
such a state as Earley Court would be in. Not to go, however, 
might be very distressing to myself, and painful to those to whom 
I ought, if possible, _to avoid giving pain. Contemplation on this 
subject is to me torture.” 

Lord Eldon escaped the acute pain he must have suffered 
from a visit to Earley Court, and, in the course of a few 
weeks, received from Lord Sidmoutli, who had married Lord 
Stovvell’s daughter, the following melancholy notices of the 
decease both of the son and of the father : — 

“The vital powers*are nearly exhausted, and not likely, it is 
thought, to hold out another day. — Lord Stowell is unconscious 
of what is passing and impending, but in bodily health is as well 
as when you last saw him.” * ★ * 

• I take this opportunity of declaring ray opinion of the fairness and boldness 
with which his correspondence has been given to the world by Mr. Twiss, under 
the sanction of his grandson. 
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“ The ceremony of this day and all the arrangements connected 
with it were conducted with the utmost propriety. Lord Encombe 
was chief mourner. He was received yesterday by Lord Stowell 
in a manner that was extremely affecting ; and it was evident 
that Lord S. continued pleased with liis guest till they parted, at 
lialf-past six ; thougli I am confident that all consciousness of who 
he was did not last many minutes after tlieir first meeting. 

“ Under other circumstances, your presence and advice would 
Jiave been most wcdcome and acceptable to us ; but, under the 
present, such a journey would have been highly imprudent and 
hazardous, and such a risk would have added greatly to our 
distress.” * * # , 

“ TJie scene is closed : at half-past two this afternoon I was called 
to the bed-chamber, and witnessed the last sigh (for it was no 
more) of your beloved brother, and of my highly-valued and 
respected friend.” 

When the first pang caused l)y the sad news was over, 
Lord Eldon \vas comforted by the thought that liis beloved 
brother was released from a state in which he could have had 
no enjoyment himself, and in which he was a melancholy 
sj:)ectaclc to his friends. The great scholar who had been 
the boast of Oxford, — ;^the great wit who had been the 
honoured companion of Dr. Johnson, — the great judge, or 
rather legislator, the author of a code of international law, 
which defines the rights and duties of belligerents and neu- 
trals, and which is respected over the whole civilised world, 
— had, for some years, hardly been capable of recognising 
Ids nearest relations, and had been nearly unconscious of all 
that befell them. Lord Eldon continued to write to him, 
when even the hope of being understood by him had fled. 
Thus he tried to announce to liim the birth of a child 
of Loi*d Encoiiibc ; — 

“ My dear Buotiier, , 

I learn by letter, tliat my grandson, Lord Pmcombe, — who is 
the only son, you know, of my deceased eldest son, poor John, 
whose beautiful epitaph you w^rote, — has had a daughter born the 
other day, — whose birth renders me a great-grandfather, a title 
that makes me of venerable years. 

“Believe me, from my heart, dear Brother, 

“ Yours most affectionately, 

“ Eldon.’’ 
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It is mortifying to think that, amidst the amiable feelings CHAP, 
arising in the mind of Lord Eldon on his brother’s death, 
there should have been one of a different character. The de- , 0 .,^ 

A. 1). lOtiQ* 

ceased had made a very reasonable dls{)osition of liis property, El- 
by which, upon the death of his daughter. Lady Sidmouth, 
without issue, his large estates in Gloucestershire were to hictuwt 
come to Lord Encombe. Strange to say, Lord Eldon, not- 
withstanding his advanced age and his enormous wealth, >vas wore not 
dissatisfied that he should not at least have laid a life-interest 
in them, and expressed his resentment so loudly, that Lord 
Encombe wrote him a sootliing letter, concluding with this 
request : I beg that you will, during our lives (should we 

survive Lady Sidmouth), take entire possession in tlie amplest 
manner of every right and power over the Stowcll estates 
which is in the will bestowed on me, not for my own merits, 
but as being your grandson.” This prudent step quite melted 
the octogenarian’s heart, and he wrote back : Of your kind- 
ness and liberality I never could think of availing myself in 
tlie smallest degree. If, in events which may ha])pen, I live 
to see you in possession, you may depend upon my best 
advice to enable you to enjoy that possession, and assistance, 
if I have the means of rendering that assistance and giving 
that advice.” * However, like a Sovereign who is apt to be 
jealous of his successor, Lord Eldon, notwithstanding his 
grandson’s devoted attachment to him and incessant soli- 
citude to please him, viewed liim, in his latter days, with 
some distrust, and in his treatment of him showed the irrita- 
bility too often produced by age and infirmity in the kindliest 
natures. 

He came to London before the meeting of Parliament in His mis- 
1836, but was not once in his place in the House of Lords having^ 
during the whole session. I am afraid that he was now ^il taste for 

” books 

wretchedly at a loss for employment, and that he had much 
reason to regret liis neglect of those studies which are 
the delight of old age. He only looked into books ancient 
and modern to find that “ he had no pleasure in them.” Ills 
Anecdote Book he had long closed, and ho had almost 


* 14 th April, 1836. 
m U 3 
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entirely ceased to write letters, except to the members of his 
own family. Of late years he had amused himself with 
receiving accounts of the proceedings in the Court of Chan- 
cery, — blessing Heaven ^'that he himself was inelined to 
the cunctative.^^ When he heard that Lord Cottenham was 
made Chancellor, he regretted that such a man should be 
connected with Whigs, and acknowledged tliat he was ex- 
ceedingly well fitted to be an Equity J udge. 

During the mornings, which seemed dreadfully long, he 
wished he were again writing letters in Lincoln’s Inn Hall, 
while he seemed to be listening to the oft- repeated tale 
of the counsel; but his only relief from weary thoughts 
was an occasional call from an old friend to whom he could 
repeat old stories, and complain that bad men ruled the 
state, — not much reconciled, however, to a private station, — 
and often saying, with a sigh, Now I am nobody.” In 
this state of en7iiii he wjis apt to be fretful, to attach im- 
portance to trifles which he would formerly have disregarded, 
and even to be dissatisfied with the most tender attentions 
of those around him. But, when the hour of dinner arrived, 
and the Newcastle Port — of which — with a constancy wdiich 
marked all his sentiments and habits — he never took less 
than three pints — began to cheer his heart, existence still had 
charms for him, — and, going back to the good old times when 
he was Attorney General and prosecuted traitors and libel- 
lers, he forgot for a while that the Homan Catholics had been 
emancipated, — or that the House of Commons had been re- 
formed, — or that Fines and Recoveries had been abolished, — 
or that stealing to the value of five shillings in a shop had 
ceased to be capital crime. 

In the month of July he paid his annual visit to the North, 
establishing himself at the Inn at Rusheyford, nearly in the 
centre of his Eldon estates. He was pleased to find that it 
continued to be kept by Mr. Hoult, the old landlord, who in 
1835 had announced his intention of resigning,” on account 
of his age and the fortune he had made, and to whom he had 
pleasantly given this advice : " I hear, Mr. Hoult, that you 
are talking of retiring from business ; but let me advise you 
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not to do SO. Busy people are very apt to think a life of 
leisure Is a life of happiness ; but believe me, for I speak 
from experience, when a man, who has been inucli occupied 
through life, arrives at having nothing to do, he is very apt 
not to know what to do with himself. I am interested in this 
advice, Mr. Iloult, for I intend to come here every year for 
the next thirty ycars^ and I liope to find you still the land- 
lord. And now, good day; and I trust, if God spares me, 
we shall all meet again next suinincr.” 

When relating this anecdote. Lord Eldon used to say. 

Next year, when I again visited Jtuslieyford, the landlord 
told me he had taken my advice, and determined not to give 
up his Inn. It was advice given by me in the spirit of that 
Principal of Brasenose, who, when he took leave of young 
men quitting college, used to say to them, ^ Let me give you 
one piece of advice: Cave de resignationibus.’ And very 
good advice too.” * 

Having collected his relations round him for some days, at 
this inn, he was kind to them as usual; he recovered his 
cheerfulness, and he retained the remarkable self-complacency 
which never forsook him to his last hour. His grand-niece, 
Mrs. Foster, a lady of great talents, to whom the world is 
Indebted for many interesting anecdotes concerning him, was 
of this party, and she says : My dear uncle’s conversation at 
Eldon was partly serious ; but the greater part of the time, 
full of fun, joke, and anecdote. Neither in this or any former 
years did I ever know him omit to speak seriously of what his 
thoughts and feelings ought to be at the very great age he 
had now attained, the uncertainty of his ever reaching 
Eldon again, — the examination of his past life, which the 
leisure of the last few years had enabled him to make, — the 
satisfaction that arose from a consciousness of not hamnej 
sought honours^ hut of having endeavoured to act^ in every case 
from pure motives^ — his 2)rcparation for death, which must 

* He might have added old Henry Duiidas’s advice to Ministers of State ; 

“ UcMvare of resignation ; for when you arc once out, the Lord Aliniglity only 
knows when you may get in again.” 

« u 4 
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soon take place. ^ I have employed the leisure of my latter 
years/ he said, ^ in looking back upon my past life, and I hope 
I may say, without presumption, that my mind is at ease. I 
may have been in the wrong; but I always tried to judge, 
and to act, by the best powers of my mind, unswayed by any 
impure motive/ Having created the impression on his 
hearers, which, as a Christian, he appeared to wdsh to make, 
he would then turn to lighter subjects, and, by his wit and 
his anecdote, keep every one amused the whole of the 
evening.” 

As usual, he gave a dinner at the inn to his tenants, and after 
dinner joined them for a little while and socially sat among 
them. His health being given, “ with three times three, and 
one eliccr more,” he made them a speech, — of which we have 
the following report from an intelligent friend of his, who 
was present : — 

^‘Gentlemen, — I thank God, that it has pleased him to 
allow me, once more, the happiness and pleasure of meeting 
you all again. It also gives me great satisfiiction to tell you 
that I have been informed by those, from whom alone I can 
receive accurate information on the subject, that you have, 
all of you, made imjirovcments in the management of your 
farms. For this I thank you: and I cannot but attribute 
these beneficial effects, in a great measure, to the alteration 
which you have made in the tenure of your forms, in taking 
them for a term instead of from year to year. It is evident 
to me, as it must, I think, be to you all, that a tenant who 
is liable to be removed in a year from his form, cannot, 
satisfactorily to himself, make those improvements which he 
will do when he is sure that he can remain on his farm long 
enough to reap the benefit to himself of those improvements. 
I thank you all for your improved management. I will come 
among you as long as it shSll please God to allow me. I wish 
you all, yourselves and families, health and happiness ; and 
I shall never, while I live, cease to consider my tenantry as 
part of myself.” 

Having sent a kiss, to a young married lady, in merry 
pin>” he desired that it might be given to her ’privately ^ in 
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the absence of her husband,” and she having written back in- 
structions to give him a French kiss” in return, adding, ‘Mt 
is what no Englisli lawyer can object to, it being only justice 
to make both sides of the face equal,” — lie said, with a hearty 
laugh, “ 1 thought I should have lived and died an English- 
man ; but really, in the artiele of osculation^ I iniist become a 
Frenchman.” * 

These were the harmless flashes of lightning in the midst of 
a dark night. He felt that the hand of death was u|)on him ; 
but he looked forward, without dismay, to the ‘inevitable 
hour.” On his return to London, he had some conversation 
respecting the disease under wdilch he was suffering, with 
Mr. Pennington, his medical attendant, who told him he had 
never known it cured, although there were persons who said 
they could cure it — exjiressing a Avish that lie would call in 
other medical advice. AVith a mixed look of benevolence and 
archness, he emphatically rejdled, “ I have lived by Penning- 
ton, and I will die hy Peuninyfon.^' 

He passed the autumn at Encombo, which, unless when 
enlivened by the presence of his grandchildren, was now a 
very dreary abode for him. Ilis sporting days were over ; 
he took little interest in farming or gardening ; and liis only 
reading, besides the newspaper, was a cha[)ter in a copy of 
the Bible wliich he had received from Jus fricmil Dr. Swire. 
Ills mornings he spent in an elbow chair by tlui fire-side in 
his study — called his shoj) — which was ornamented with 
portraits of his deceased master George TIL, and his living 
companion Pinchci*, a poodle dog. 

Ills attachment to this animal was very affecting. He 
used to say, while he caressed him, “ Poor Pincdier belonged 
to poor AVilliam Henry, and after I last took the Sacra- 
ment Avith him Avhen he was dying, he called me back as I 
was leaving the room, and said, atlicr, you Avill take care 
of poor Pinchcr.’ The dog Avas brought home to me when 

* He was very font! of siicli hadimuja^ in which the ohl school seem to liavo 
greatly luxuriated. At u still later period of his life, having afler dinner given 
the health of Captain llest, U. N., wishing that he might soon get a ship and go 
to sea, he took Mrs. Best’s hand, and said to her gaily, “ Depend upon it, 
when he goes' to soa, T shall stay on shore.” 
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all was over : and in a short time he was missed. He was 
immediately sought for, and he wa? found lying on the bed 
beside his dead maKStcr.” Then followed a long story of 
Pincher being afterwards decoyed away by a dog-stealer, 
and recovered by the Ex-Chancellor comiiounding felony 
witli the thief. In consequence of a letter signed “An 
Amatkuu Dog Fancikii,” a negotiation was opened, which 
led to Lord Eldon sending a servant with a five-pound 
note to a house in a street at a distant part of the town, 
called Cow Cross Street^ where Pincher was found. The 
man being dealt with “ on honour,” freely disclosed the se- 
crets of his trade, and in answer to a gentle reproach, ex- 
claimed, “ AVhy, what can we do ? Now that Parliament has 
put a stop to our trade of procuring bodies for the surgeons, 
we are obliged to turn to this to get an honest livelihood.” 

Pincher is Introduced into several portraits of his miistcr, 
who said, “ Poor fellow, he has a right to be painted with me, 
for when my man Smitli took him the other day to a law 
bookseller’s, where there were several lawyers assembled, 
they all received him with great respect, and the master of 
the shop exclaimed, ^ How very like lie is to old Eldon^ par- 
ticularly when he wore a wig,’ — but, indeed, many people 
say he is the better looking chap of the two.” For this 
faithful companion. Lord Eldon made a testamentary provi- 
sion, bequeathing him to Lady Frances Bankes, with an 
annuity of eight pounds, during the term of his natural life, 
for his maintenance.* 

Although Ijprd Eldon’s reasoning powers remained vigorous 
to the last, his memory, particularly of names, sometimes 
strangely failed him. This autumn he said, “ When I was in 
office, we wished the Parliament should meet before the day 
fixed by the prorogation. We felt great difficulty about it. 
I explained the law to the ilSabinet, and told them^hat, unless 
there was some strong ground for it, such as a disturbance or 
riots of the people^ it could not be done. ^ Oh I’ said Henry 

* AUor Ijord Kldon’s death, he was painted by that cotvsuinmatc judge of 
the canine race, Mr. Edward Landseer, who said, He is a very picturesque old 
dog, wfV/t a great look of cleverness in his face” He is represented listening to 
the ticking of a watch, given to the Chancellor by George III. 
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Dundas, afterwards Lord (I forget his name, but never 

mind that) ; if that’s all, I can soon get up a very pretty riot 
for you in Scotland.^'*'* He had for the moment forgotten, not 
only the name of Lord Melville, once so familiar to him, 
but an act of Parliament which he himself, when Attorney 
General, had introduced into the House of Commons, — 
whereby Parliament may be required at all times, by pro- 
clamation, to meet in fifteen days.* 

Yet a few weeks after he Avrote the following most excel- 
lent advice to a grandson about to be entered at Oxford : — 

It will depend much upon yourself what degree of benefit 
you may reap there. Of the young it has been said, ‘ Gau- 
dent cquis, canibusque, ct aprici gramine camj)i,’ or something 
to that effect. Of extravagant gratification of that passion in 
young men, I well reinembcr the pains which were taken in 
Oxford to restrain it. AVhat are precisely the rules of the 
University in this respect now, I cannot say: but so much I 
can say, that after long and great experience, I never knew a 
young man who had indulged too much in these amusements 
at Oxford, to the neglect of very diligent, if not severe duty, 
who ever afterwards in life graced his friends, family, or coun- 
try, as I hope and i)ray you may hereafter grace tliem ; and I 
never knew one who signally devoted his time at Oxford to 
study, who did not in after life become a blessing and orna- 
ment to his family and country. Be very select in the com- 
pany you ke(jp at Oxford, and never forget what so many 
forget, that the University is not a place of amnsement, but 
of constant study, — to be interrupted only by necessary 
attention to health.” 

He returned to London some time before the meeting of 
Parliament, in January, 1837, not with tlic hope of again 
taking part in public aftairs, but that he might enjoy the 
charm of a^i old Solicitor or a IN^ster in Chancery dropping 
in to chat with him, and while away the time till the hour of 
dinner should creep on. But he was much alarmed by an 
announcement in the King’s speech that further measures 
would be submitted to Parliament " for the improvement of 
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* See 37 Geo. 3. c i •’7 ; 33 & dO Geo. 3. c. 14. 
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the law, and of the administration of justice ; ” and when the 
AVills Bill,” which wc, the Real Property Gommissioners, 
had prepared, after years of labour, was laid on the table of 
the House of Lords, all his former horror of innovation was 
revived, and he declared that he would still attend in his 
place and lift up his voice against it.” Formerly, freehold 
land, of the minutest value, could not be devised without a 
will, signed by the testator, attested in a particular form by 
three witnesses, — while copyhold laud worth 100,000/. a year, 
as well as personal property to any indefinite amount might 
be disposed of by a mcinoranduni in an old almanack, without 
any witness, and without even being signed by the testator. 
Wc proposed to do away for testamentary purposes with the 
distinction between real and personal property, so that a will 
might not be void as to one, and valid as to the other, — and 
to rc<iiiire that all wills should be signed by the testator, and 
attested by two witnesses. This eliangc he wished to de- 
nounce as revolutionary, and fatal to the security of all pro- 
perty, real and j)ersonal. I really believe that he would have 
been contented, after the example of Lord Chatham, to have 
died on the floor of the House of Lords in oj)posing a measure 
which he considered so unjust and disastrous. But he then 
laboured under a sharp attack of the gout, which rendered him 
wholly unable for the eftbrt, and he had the mortification to 
hear, that notwithstanding some pamphlets against the bill, it 
passed with unanimity through botli Houses pf Parliament, 
all the law lords (Lord Cottenham, Lord Lyndhurst, Lord 
Brougham, and Lord Langdale) expressing their high ap- 
probation of it. He had one consolation, — that it was only to 
operate upon testamentary dispositions executed after the 
1st day of January, 1838, and he resolved that before that 
day all his testamentary dispositions should be complete, so 
that no part of his property should be subject^o its enact- 
ments.^ 

Unable to preside at the anniversary meeting of the Pitt 
Club, he was ably represented by his grandson, and there his * 
health was still drunk with unabated enthusiasm, all present 

* 9 W. 4. and 1 Viet. c. 28. 
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loudly cheering the sentiment that, “ attachment to Lord CHAP. 
Eldon was part of tlic Constitution of the country.” He 
Avas much affected by tlie account he had of these proceedings, ^ 
and he wrote back to Lord Encorabe, — “I have received, 
and read with difficulty, your letter, and another from Lord 
Kenyon, whilst tefirs are flowing from my old eyes, and trick- 
ling down my cheeks.” 

He cared little about the demise of the Crown, which soon J»ne 20. 
followed. Although so intensely favoured both by George III. ofTiucci" 
and George IV., he had received no notice from AVilllam IV., Victoria, 
and he was now almost indifferent to changes of government ; 
for, except that the Conservatives” were for ever pledged to 
stand by the Corn Laws (and after what had ha])pcned he 
placed no great faith in such ])ledgcs), they were in his esti- 
mation hardly to be distinguished from the Whigs. lie 
therefore heard witliout dismay, that Lord MelI)ourne was still 
Priinc Minister with increased influence, and he expressed 
deep regret that lie was unable to attend the first council of 
Queen Victoria at Kensington, — not joining that section of 
politicians Avho, in their disappointment, did not scruple 
openly to declare a preference for the Salic law, and a wish 
that the King of Hanover might have been entitled to mount 
the throne of England. 

Next day he contrived to be carried down to the House of June 21, 
Lords to take the oaths to the new Sovereign. He was highly 
pleased with the reception he met with, and said on liis 
return, — *^The kindness they showed me affected me to 
tears; the peers, tlie officers of the House — rail were so 
kind!” 


AVlien Parliament was dissolved he paid another visit to Lord El- 
llusheyford, and had a gathering” of his northern re- 
lations. He was observed to be considerably altered since North. 


the preceding^ year, and there Avasa presentiment among them, 
which turned out to be Avell founded, that when he had taken 


leave of them they should see his face no more. However, 
although dejected and disposed to dwell on disagreeable fa- 
mily occurrences, at other times he was not only cheerful 
hut lively, and entered into a joke with great fun, carrying it 
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on from day to day.”* Forgetting Mr. Pitt’s letter which 
he had clandestinely delivered to the King in 1804, with the 
view of turning out Mr. Addington, — his worship and his 
persecution of Caroline of Brunswick, — and his many anxious 
and able intrigues in conjunction with the Duke of Cum- 
berland to exclude the Whigs and to keep down the as- 
cendency of Mr. Canning, — he made this solemn declaration, 
which he himself, perhaps, believed to be sincere, I can assure 
you, all the honours that have been heaped upon me always 
came unsought by me ; I may safely say, that I never stepped 
across the kennel out of my way to secure preferment.” 

He i^ow once more hospitably entertained all his tenantry, 
and after dinner, delivered to them the last speech he ever 
made. With unfeigned piety, he thus began : — My first 
acknowledgments arc due to that Great Being, whose plea- 
sure it has been to afflict me with a painful illness, and to 
continue that infliction for a lengthened period, insomuch 
that I did not hope to have been able to have seen you all 
again. So long as It shall please God to allow me, it will ever 
be my happiness, as it is my duty, thus to conic among you.” 
After again pointing out the advantages of the leasing sys- 
tem” above tenancies at will,” although it was an innovation, 
— he alluded to a contest for the county, and said, most libe- 
rally and handsomely, My sentiments are known, but I shall 
leave It to my tenants to exercise the franchise which Parlia- 
ment has given them, in such a manner as shall appear to 
them to be right, and according to good conscience, and as 
most likely so uphold the Church, in which the purest doc- 
trines of our religion are taught in the best manner.” JIc 
then bade them, what turned out to be, a last farewell ; — 

Gentlemen, I repeat the great thankfulness I feel in having 
been allowed once more to come among you. In taking 
leave of you, gentlemen, I say, from my heart, may God 
bless you and your families !” 

When he returned to Encombe, he wrote“ a very despond- 
ing letter to Lord Sidmouth, in which he said, — 

“ Though I have been moving through a long journey and re- 
* Mrs. Foster’s account of the visit. 
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turn from it, I am in precisely the same state of actual constant 
weakness and pain, which I have now' undergone for nearly tw'o 
long years. I cannot stir without help, and from the moment I 
am helped into my carriage in a morning I never stir out of it till 
evening. Pray give my dear niece my most affectionate regards 
and goqd wishes. Accept the same yourself. I shall, if God 
pleases, return to town very soon, and to that as probably my last 
earthly place of abode.” 

In about a fortnight after writing this letter he left En~ 
combe, and within three months all his gloomy anticipations 
were realised. But not ignorant of what \vas soon to happen, 
he preserved his cheerfulness in private society, and Avas 
even desirous, as far as his strength would permit, of per- 
forming his public duties. 

On the meeting of the new Parliament lie qualified himself 
to be present when the young Queen of eighteen should de- 
liver her speech from the throne — a ceremony Avhieh he ex- 
pressed a strong desire to see before saying Nunc me di- 
inittis.” Mr. Farrer, Avho laid married his daughter in-law, 
and regarded him Avith filial reverence, lias giATii an interest- 
ing account of his last apjiearance in that House where he 
presided so long : Lord Fldon Aveiit doAvn in his (harlot 
to the House of Lords to take his S(jat. I met him as he got 
out of his carriage. Sir. Butt, avIio land been Lord Eldon s 
macc-bcarcr, and Smith, his liutler, assisted him up the stairs. 
About half Avay up, ^Ir. Butt had a bottle of sherry, and 
persuaded his old master to take a glass of it. When avc 
came to the door of the House, Smith requested me to sup- 
port Lord Eldon into the body of the House, wdiich I did. 
He Avent up to the Avoolsack, and said to the Lord Chancellor 
(Lord Cottenham), ‘ My Lord, I am hap])y to take this 
opportunity of assuring you that every thing I hear of you 
entitles you to my sincere respect.’ He then Avent to tlic 
table, took the oaths, and signed the roll.” 

But he Avas excessively fatigued when he returned home, 
so that he Avas obliged to give up all notion of being present 
Avhen her Majesty opened the session in person — Avhich ho 
regretted the more when he Avas told of the beautiful manner 
in which she had read her siiecch, and particularly of the 
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sensation she had created by the delivery of the concluding 
sentence of it : The early age at which I am called to the 
sovereignty of this kingdom, renders it a more imperative 
duty that, under Divine Providence, I should place my re- 
liance upon your cordial co-operation, and ujion the love and 
affection of all my people.”* 

lie was now busily engaged in setting his house in order 
before the much dreaded day should arrive when the odious 
“Wills Bill” was to come into operation — of which he 
professed greater and greater ajiprehensions. He revised all 
his testamentary dispositions, and rather capriciously revoked 
a very reasonable power which he had conferred on I^ord 
Encombe of charging his estates with a sum of 50,000/., for 
the j^ortions of daugliters — leaving the following explanatory 
paper ; — 

“ Memorandimi. On consideration, I have thought myself per- 
fectly justified, in case of a failure of Lord Encoinbe’s issue male, 
in preferring, to tlie fullest extent, rny own daughters to the 
daughters of Lord Encombe, and, therefore, J have revoked the 
power of charging whicli I had given to Lord Encombe by my 
will, considering also that his daughters are otherwise provided 
for. — h^LDON, 6 I)ec‘\ 18.37. T/tia is not testamentary,^^ ^ 

The will and all the codicils being executed according to 
the old Statute ob" Frauds, — bidding defiance to the Real 
Property Commissioners and all their conundrums, he said, 

“ he could now die in peace.” 

From that time he sank rapidly, so as to give some coun- 
tenance to the vulgar notion, that a man hastens his end by 
completing his wdll. Dr. Philpotts, Bishop of Exeter, who 
was connected with him by mari'iage, hecaring of his weak 
state, called upon him, and prayed with him. Not having 
touched on any topic that was distasteful, this visit piissed off* 
most satisfactorily. The next time Mr. Pennington i^p- 
peared, the patient said, “ I have had another doctor since I 


• 39 Hansard, 3d scries, 15. 

f By these words he inadvertently pays a compliment to the bill he so se- 
verely condemned ; as formerly there were innumerable disputes whether loose 
memoranda should be considered Ustammtary or not ; whereas now, the simple 
criterion is applied — of their being signed by the testator in the presence of two 
witnesses. 
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saw you.” I am glad^of it,” answered the worthy apo- 
thecary. Oh, but,” said Lord Eldon, he was a spiritual 
doctor, not a medical. The 13ishop of Exeter paid me a 
visit, and after sitting a little by me, and observing me look 
very ill, he got up, and bolted the door, and knelt down by me, 
* Let us pray,’ he said. He did pray, and sucli a prayer ! I 
never heard such a prayer.” A few days subsequently, as 
was gathered from Lord Eldon’s own statement, the Bisliop 
repeated his visit, and, after some religious conversation with 
him, was alarmed by finding the entire self-satisfiictiori with 
Avhich he looked back on the whole of his paslii life, and his 
great seeming reliance upon his own merits. In the true spirit 
of a faithful Christian pastor, who must not regard the rank 
or station of a dying man, the Bishop tried, in mild terms, to 
remind him that we have all followed too much the devices 
and desires of our own hearts ; and that, confessing our 
faults, we ought to look elsewhere for pardon than to the 
recollection of the good works which we may rashly impute 
to ourselves. The old peer thereupon became very refrac- 
tory, thinking that some personal disrespect was shown to 
him, and that a slur was meant to be cast ui)on his conduct 
as a public man, which he had ever regarded as most spotless, 
as well as consistent. He was particularly indignant at the 
tliought of such a charge coming from one whom, iiotwith* 
standing a show of outward civility, he had rcgardcid with 
some secret suspicion from the part at last tidvcn by the Right 
Reverend Prelate respecting Catholic emancipation ; and he 
considered it particularly hard to bear taunts from such a 
quarter.* As the Ex-Chancellor displayed some impa- 
tience, and even resentment, the pious divine in vain strove 


CHAP. 

CCXll. 


• He had, upon a former occasion, jiuticntly allowed even a layman to reason 
with him on this subject. « 1 remember,” said Air. Alfred IJell, his solicitor, 
“that one day after dinner, in the library in Hamilton Place, be beckoned to 
me to sit by him ; and immediately entering into conversation, among other 
things spoke of his judicial life. He observed that ‘it was a source of great 
satisfaction to him to reflect that he had never given a judgment in any cause 
without first anxiously satisfying himself that it was right.’ * Jt is a happiness 
•to tne,' he'said, ‘to reflect that I never gave A. the property of B. 'J’his is a 
satisfaction to a man at the last, and in looking to the dav of judgment’ Upon 
my observing upon this, to. the effect that ‘no reliance could be placed upon 
• any thing, but upon the merits and blood of Christ alone,’ he fully acquiesced in 
the truth of the remaik. ” 

VOL. VII. lin 
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to make him understand that the only object of this con- 
ference was to call his attention to spiritual things, — and, 
having exhausted all the means which the aciitest intellect, 
the deepest knowledge, and the most winning manners could 
supply, was obliged to retire without, in any degree, making 
the impression which he desired. Next day Lord Eldon re- 
ceived the following most beautiful letter, which, no doubt, 
brought him to a right frame of mind, and which may be 
perused with advantage by persons of all ages and all con- 
ditions of life, whether in health or in sickness : — 

“ Mr DE^R Loan, 

“I take blame to myself for having, as I fear, obtruded -on you 
some important matters of consideration at a time when you were 
not prepared to admit them ; or in a manner which may have been 
deemed too earnest and imjmrtunate. That you pardon the intru- 
sion, I have no doubt, and that you ascribe what may have been 
ill-timed, or ill-considered, to the true cause — an anxious wish to 
lead a highly-gifted mind like yours to those thoughts which 
alone can satisfy it. 

“ Before 1 leave this place, instead of again trespassing on you 
in person, I have resolved to commit to paper a few considerations 
which your own powerful mind will know Jiow to improve, and 
which I humbly pray the Holy Spirit of God to impress, so far as 
they accord with Ilis truth, on the liearts of both of us. I con- 
template in you, my dear Lord, an object of no ordinary interest. 

I see a man full of years and honours, honours richly earned (ay, 
w’elfe they tenfold greater than they are) by a life which, pro- 
tracted long beyond the ordinary age of man, has been employed, 
during all the period of service, in promoting, strengthening, and 
securing the best and most sacred interests of your country. I sec 
in you the faithful, zealous, and most able advocate of tlie connec- 
tion of true religion with the Constitution and Government of 
England. I see in you one who has largely benefited the gene- 
ration of which you have been among the most distiiiguishcd 
ornaments. Seeing and feeling this," I am sure you will pardon 
me, if I exhibit a little even of undue eagerness to perform to you 
the only service which I can hope to render — that of exciting 
such a mind to those reflections, by which, after serving others, it* 
can now do the best and sui*est service to itself. In truth, those 
reflections are few and brief, but most pregnant. In short, iny dear • 
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Lord, I would seek most earnestly to guard you against the danger 
which arises from the very qualities which we most admire in you, 
and from the actions for which we are most grateful to you. That 
danger is, lest you contemplate these matters with too much satis- 
faction — lest you rest upon them as the grounds of your hope of 
final acceptance with God. Oh ! my dear Lord, tlie best of the sons 
of men must be content, or ratlicr must be most anxious, to look out 
of themselves, and above themselves, for any sure hope — I will not 
say of justification, but of mercy. Consider the infinite holiness and 
purity of God, and then say whether any man was ever fit to appear 
at Ilis tribunal. Consider the demands of Ilis law, extending to the 
most secret thoughts, and wishes, and imaginations M the heart ; and 
then say, whetlicr you, or any one, can stand before Him in your 
own strength, when He cometh to judgment. No : it is as sinners, 
as grievous sinners, we shall, we must appear ; and the only plea 
which will be admitted for us is the righteousness and the merits 
of our crucified Redeemer. If we place any reliance on our own 
poor doings or fiincicd virtues, those very virtues will be our 
snares, our downfall. Above all things, therefore, it is our duty, 
and pre-eminently the duty of the purest and best among us, to 
cast off all confidence in ourselves, and thankfully to einbraco 
Christ’s most precious offer on the terms on which He offijrs it ; 
He will be our Saviour only if we know, and feel, and humbly 
acknowledge that we need His salvation. He will be more and 
more our Saviour in proportion as we more and more love and 
rely upon Him. But surely the more we feel and deplore our own 
sinfulness, the more earnest will be our love, the firmer our re- 
liance on Him who alone is mighty to save. Thereforef^it is, 
that, in preparing ourselves to appear before Him, the less we 
think of what we may fondly deem our good deeds and good 
(lualities, and the more rigidly we scrutinise our hearts, and detect 
and deplore our manifold sinfulness, the fitter shall we be, because 
the more deeply sensible of the absolute necessity and of the in- 
calculable value of His blessed undertaking and suffering for us. 
One word only more — of ourselves we cannot come to this due 
sense of our own worthlessness : and the devil is always ready to 
tempt our weak hearts with the bait which is most taking to many 
among us — confidence in ourselves. It is the Holy Spirit who 
alone can give us that only knowledge which will be useful to us 
at the last — the knowledge of our own hearts, of their weak- 
ness, their wickedness — and of the way of God’s salvation, 
pardon of the faithful and confiding penitent for his dear Son’s 
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flake. Oh ! my dear Lord, may you and I he found among the 
truly penitent, and then we shall have our perfect consummation 
and bliss among the truly blessed. 

“ I am, my dear Lord, 

“ With true veneration and regard, 

“ Your Lordship s most faithful servant, 

“ And aifectioiiate brotlier in Christ, 

The Earl of Eldon. H. Exktkr.’’ 

From the great strength of his constitution he might have 
languished several years longer, and even liave readied the 
years of Lord Jjjto well, had it not been for the setting in of an un- 
usually intense frost, which carried off a great number of aged 
persons. He had had in his most vigorous days a tendency 
to cough, which Lady Eldon would tell him was only a trick 
— when he would smile and answer, You know, my dear, I 
have had a cough these fifty years ; but I am none the worse 
for it.” He had now some symptoms of pulmonary con- 
sumption, although of a mild type — but his disease may be 
considered a Avasting away of the frame by old age. On 
some subjects he had erroneous impressions, while on others 
his intellect remained clear and correct, and his pleasantry, 
though it very visibly waned, sparkled from time to time so 
as to recall the memory of its former brilliance. His daughter, 
Lady Frances Bankes, was now living Avith him, and Lord 
Encombe, although occupying a house at Shirley, near 
Croydon, visited him daily. On the 20th of December, being 
asked ho AV he Avas, he ansAvered, Very poorly — very poorly: 
it cannot last long. God’s Avill be done; it is rny duty to 
submit.” 

Till Wednesday the 10th of January, he came doAvn daily to 
breakfast, although at a late hour, but on that day he did not 
leave his bed till the evening. When he got up, and Avith assist- 
ance he tried to Avalk, his strength entirely failed him. Hoav- 
ever,he Avas carried doAvn stairs to the dining room and placed at 
table ; but he had a shivering fit during dinner, and it was neces- 
sary to’T.arry him back to his bed-room. He Avas immediately 
placed in bed, Avhich he never again left. His daughter, Lady 
Elizabeth Repton, and his grandson, Lord Encombe, were sent 
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for, and were most assiduous In their attentions to him. Next 
day he w'as so far better that he could occasionally enter into 
conversation with those around him, and he smiled when 
reminded of the anecdote of King George III. having told his 
court, I have what no previous King of England has had 
— an Archbishop of Canterbury and a Lord Chancellor — 
each of whom ran away with his wife.” He was interested 
likewise to be told of the opposite fates of himself and the 
present Metropolitan ; for, while he himself, destined for the 
Church, had been driven by poverty Into the law, Dr. 
Ilowley, who had once a longing for the Bar — because 
he could not afford the expense of a legal education, had 
entered the Church.* 

On the Friday the frost was dreadfully severe, and he was 
worse. Ills family therefore were not permitted to be^vith 
him, but Mr. Pennington took Lord Kneombe into his bed- 
room to sec him a few minutes, and said to him, It is a 
cold day, my Lord,” to which Lord Eldon replied in a low 
and jdacid voice, It matters not to me, where I am going, 
whether the weather here be hot or cold.” These appear to 
be the last w'ords he ever uttered, lie languished till a 
quarter past four o’clock in the afternoon of the following 
day, Saturday, the 13th of January, 1838, when he expired 
without a groan. In the eighty seventh year of his age, and 
his eyes were closed by his affectionate grandson, the heir 
of his titles, his estates, and his more amiable qualities. 

Although Lord Eldon had sunk a good deal from public 
notice for several years, his death caused a considerable sen- 
sation, — reviving the recollection of what he had been, and 
of the important part which he had acted with many great 
men who had been swept away long before him. When his 
remains lay in state in Hamilton Place, large numbers of all 
classes went to see the solemn scene, and when the funeral 
procession, attended by the carriages of the Princes of the 
blood, many of the peerage, and all the dignitaries of the 

* The Chancellor might have made a very good Archbishop; but all must 
rejoice in tlie circumstances which drove the Archbishop from tlie w'rangling of 
the bar to that high station which he so eminently ornaments by his mild 
virtues. 
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law, blackened the way, — dense crowds stood uncovered, re- 
spectfully gazing at it as it passed. The private carriages havin^^ 
returned to London, when a halt was made near IIammcr 3 initli, 
the procession moved on towards Encombe, the present 
carl being chief mourner, and the other near relations of the 
deceased accompanying him. It rested the first night at 
Bagshot, the next at Winchester, the third at Wiinbournc 
— and the following morning it reached the family mansion 
in Dorsetshire. The body again lay in state there, and on 
Friday, the 26th of January, was deposited, according to 
the directions of the deceased, in the vault which he had 
constructed in the burying ground of the chapel at Kingston, 
by the side of his beloved “ Bessey.” The funeral service 
was read with great solemnity in the midst of an immense 
assemblage of rustics from the surrounding country, the 
younger part of whom, when lioary headed, will boast to 
their grandchildren of having been present at the funeral of 
the great Lord Chancellor Eldon. 

The present carl has raised in Kingston chapel a hand- 
some monument to his memory, with a likeness of him by 
Sir Francis Chantrey, and an inscription enumerating all the 
offices which he held, and the honours which were conferred 
upon him. 

The fortune he left behind him, exceeding in amount half a 
million of money, was all made most honourably. When at 
the bar, he was always contented with the honorarium volun- 
tarily offered to him, and on the bench, although he took 
some pains to conceal his official income, he never increased 
it by unfair means. Although he bought some land, and laid 
out considerable sums on mortgage, — for his accumulations, 
like his brother, Lord Stowell, lie preferred "the elegant 
simplicity of the three per cents,” but he declared that his 
purchases into the stocks, and his sales out of the stocks, were 
never made (as his bjinkers could testify) except in the simple 
and usual course of business — never by way of speculation, 
or wnth reference to any particular public event.” 

He disposed of these great possessions by a will and co- 
dicils, occupying seventy-four sheets. Being drawn by such 
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a conveyancer, we may hope that they will never give rise to ciiAP. 
any doubt, although many of the most important points in the 
law of real property have been settled in suits upon the con- a d. isss. 
struction of the wills of eminent judges. He gave his Dor- 
setshire estates to Lord Encombe for life, remainder to Lord 
Encombe’s first and every other son successively in tail male ; 
and for default of such Issue, they arc settled in moieties 
upon the testator’s two daughters. Lady Elizabeth and Lady 
Frances, — with remainders in tail to sons in succession, 
and then to daughters as tenants in common in tail, — 
and cross-rcmainclcrs in tail between the families of Lady 
Frances and Lady Elizabeth. The Durham estates, sub- 
ject to the settlements of them before made on the marriage 
of Lord Encombe and on other occasions — under which they 
were settled upon Lord Encombe for life, witli remainders 
to his first and every other son successively in tail male — 
arc given to the same uses in fovour of Lady Elizabeth 
llcpton and Lady Frances Bankes and their families, as 
the Dorsetshire property. The leasehold house in Hamilton 
Place is given to Lord Encombe for life, with remainder to 
his first and other sons successively; and, in default of such 
issue, becomes part of the testator’s jicrsonal residue. Se- 
veral large sums of stock are settled upon the testator’s two 
daughters and their issue. To Lady Elizabeth and Lady 
Frances are left also some specific articles ; and life annuities 
are given to each. After the bequest of Pincher, described 
as ‘^rny favourite dog,” to Lady Frances, he continues: 

And I direct that I may be buried in the same tomb at 
Kingston in which my most beloved wife is buried, and as 
near to her remains as possible ; and I desire that the ring 
which I wear on my finger * may be put with my body into 
my coflSn, and be buried with me.” He adds various lega- 
cies to servants and others. The general residue of his per- 
sonal estate he directs to be invested in the purchase of lands, 
to be settled to the same uses as the Dorsetshire estates. A 
schedule is annexed, enumerating various articles, whicli the 
will directs to descend Avith the estate in the nature of heir- 

* The mourning ring for his wife, 
u R 4 
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looms^ and to which the first codicil makes some additions. 
These heir-looms are chiefly busts, portraits painted and en- 
graven, letters of the Royal Family, the watch, chain, and 
seal given to him by King George III., various snuff-boxes, 
the salvers having the Great Seal set therein, the tankard 
given to him by George IV., addresses and other testimonials 
and tributes to his public character, his law books, the robes 
and Lace worn by him as a J udge and as a Peer respectively, 
and the service of plate which he had on his appointment as 
Lord Chancellor. 
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CHAPTER CCXIIL 

CHARACTER OP LORD ELDON, 

I CANNOT conclude this work without attempting to sketch 
the character of Lord Eldon. 

“ Extreinuin hiinc, Arctliusa, inihi concede laborem,” 

The task is the most difficult wliich has yet been imposed 
upon mcl I am relieved from the scruples which I should 
otherwise have felt in writing freely of one so recently re- 
moved from among us, by the consideration that a “ Life ” of 
him, minutely describing his whole career, and professing to 
appreciate all his qualities, as a public man, and as a private in- 
dividual, has been given to the world, with the full sanction 
of his family.* Thenceforth he became historical,” as much 
as any of his predecessors who have reposed for centuries in 
the tomb. As it could not be expected that elaborate enco- 
miums were to be bestowed upon him, without the liberty of 
2)ronouncIng censure till the present generation had passed 
away, — although it is impossible to suppress regret when 
pain is inflicted, truth sternly requires that the feelings of 
his surviving relations and friends should now be entirely dis- 
regarded. 

My embarrassment arises from the political princi2)lcs and 
party connections of the author being so different from those 
of the subject of this memoir. I have heard it said, that 

the most delightful of all employments must be to write the 
life of an opponent.” To me it is most distressing. I have 
no vengeful propensities to be gratified by warring with the 
dead, and I am haunted by the apjirchension, that in dealing 
out censure, I may be supposed to be actuated by personal 

* Twiss*s “ Life of I>ord Eldon,” to whicli the present Earl has not only 
tiontributed his grandfather’s papers, but many valuable observations of hi.s 
own. 
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spleen, or by a desire to attack measures and sentiments 
^ which I disapprove by disparaging him who was tlieir 
greatest champion.* 

I must proceed, however, according to my own sense of 
duty, — taking care that I do not sacrifice the praise of being 
just to that of being generous. 

Of course Lord Eldon excites most interest as an Equity 
Judge. It is very unfortunate for him, that here, where 
he was so eminent, it is so difficult for the lyographer to 
convey an adequate notion of his merit. Were 1 to try to 
analyse the thirteen volumes of Vesy, junior, which record 
his decisions, with the camel-loads of them furnished by 
other reporters (Beames, Cooper, Merivnlc, Svvanston, 
Jacob, Walker, Turner, Ilusscll, Hose, Buck, Glyn, Jame- 
son, Dow, and Bligh), however well I might succeed in 
assisting the law student, or facilitating the researches of 
the Chancery practitioner, or marking the advance of the 
science of Equity during the first quarter of the nineteenth 
century, — I should present something which would be 
caviare to the general.” Delighted should I be, under favour 
of the-Muses who inspire lawyers, — 

** Quariim sacra fero ingeiiti pcrcussus ainore, — ” 

to travel chronologically from Easter Term, 41 George III. 
(1801), to Hilary. Term, 8 George IV. (1827), and to show 
how injunctions were granted and refused,^ — whence sprang 
the doctrine of illusory appointments, — when the scintilla 
juris is sufficient to feed uses, — what is the effect of trustees 
to preserve contingent remainders joining in a settlement or 
sale, — and whether an equitable estate tail is well barred by 
a fine and recovery. Such lucubrations would be more akin 
to my pursuits, and would please me far more than detailing 
parliamentary debates and political intrigues, or narrating 
personal anecdotes. But, if I were to indulge my legal vein, 
it is quite certain that my book, instead of being found on 

^ * I fear that I may be accused of imitating Dr. Johnson, who, in talking of 
his “ Debates,” said, « I always took care that the Wliigs should have the worst 
of it ; ” or the Whig blaeksmilli, who, as often as tlie horse of a Tory was 
brought to him to be shod, was sure to lame him. 
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the ladies’ toilettes, and being ibiight for at clubs, would 
experience the usual destination of learned works,” in the 
shop of the trunk-maker or the grocer, — so that the attempt 
would redound as little to the advantage of my hero as 
of myself. Renouncing all lofty aspirations, therefore, 1 
iTiust be contented wdth a few desultory observations on 
Lord Eldon’s qualifications and performances as occupier 
of the ‘‘ marble chair.” 

I begin with lamenting his defects. But let it be under- 
stood at once, that I honour him as a great magistrate, 
and tJiat, instead of comparing liini with excellence whicli 
has actually been exhibited, I am considering how near ho 
approaches to an imaginary standard of perfection, or the 
hcaii ideal of a Chancellor. 

Although endued Avith wonderful acuteness and snbtletj'' 
of intellect, with a retentive memory, a logical understanding, 
and power of unwearied application, he was utterly devoid of 
imagination, and of all taste for what is elegant or refined. 
His acquirements, even as a jurist, were very limited. He 
Avas most familiarly acquainted Avith every nook of the mu- 
nicipal laAV of this realm ; but all beyond Avas to him terra 
incognita. Could he have combined Avith his oavii stores of 
professional learning, his brother Lord StoAVcll’s profound 
knowledge of the Civil and Canon Law, of the LaAV of 
Nations, and of the Codes of the Continental States, he 
Avould have been the most accomplished judge who ever sat 
on any British tribunal. But Avhile he Avas reading. Coke 
upon Littleton over and over again, and becoming thoroughly 
versed in all the doctrines laid doAvn by Chief Justices and 
Chancellors in Westminster Hall, avc arc not told that he 
ever dipped into the Code, the Pandects, or the Institutes of 
Justinian; or that he found any pleasure in Puffendorf or 
Grotius, or that he ever formed the slightest acquaintance 
Avith D’Aguesseau or Pothier. Nor, in any of his arguments 
at the bar, or judgments from the bench, does he, as far as I 
am aware, ever refer to the civil law, or any foreign writer, 
as authority, or by AA^’ay of illustration,* Considering that 

* Sir Sugdcii, in his very valuable treatise on “ The Law of Vendors 
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our system of Equity is essentially derived from the Civil 
Law, when any doubtful question in it arises we rejoice to 
see it traced to its source. Sir William Grant — sanctus 
ausus recludere fontes ” — by this practice gives force and 
beauty to his judgments — which, in travelling through the 
dreary tomes of Vesey, we now and then encounter with 
delight, like oases in the desert. 

As a misfortune to Lord Eldon’s judicial reputation, I must 
likewise point out his utter relinquishment of literature, from 
the time when lie began to study the law. This cost him no 
sacrifice ; he wrote no Farewell to his Muse and he never 
even felt a wish to resume his liberal studies. He once 
astonished the Bar by saying that, during the Long Vacation, 
he had read Paradise Lost but it was shrc\vdly sus- 
pected that he only skimmed it over, — trying to find out 
the charging part ; ” * and certain It is that, for many years, 
his reading was confined to bills, answers, depositions, affida- 
vits, and the more trifling articles in the J olm Bull ” news- 
paper. The intellect cannot be confined to such fare witliout 
injury. I do not now speak of his loss of that caste to whicli 
the Somers’s, the Cowpers, and the Talbots, the companions 
of Swift, Addison, and Pope had belonged — not to his 
neglect of fiime — bu,t to the depravation of taste whicli he 
displayed. Having forgotten his modicum of classical lore, 


and Purchasers,” ^ commenting on the case of Paine r. Mellor, (> Vesey, jun. 
349., in whicli I^ord Eldon held, that, “ ujioii the sale of a house, if after the day 
for conjpleting the contract, and aUer the title has been accepted, but before tlic 
conveyance lias been executed, it is burnt down, the loss falls on the buyer,” 
says, “ Lord Eldon’s decision in Paine v. Mellor exactly accords with the doc- 
trine of the civil law. Indeed, this very case is put in the Institutes. *Cum 
aiitcm emptio ct veiiditio contracta sit, pcriculuin rei vcnditcc statim ad emptorem 
pcrtinct tametsi adhuc ca res emptori tradita non sit. Itaqiie si aut aedcs totac vel 
aliqua ex ]iarte incendio consuiiipta) fuerint emptoris damnum est, cui necessc est, 
licet rem non fuerit nactus, pretiuin solvere.’” — See Inst. lih. iii. tit. 24. 3. But 
there is no reason to think that Lord Eldon took his doctrine from the civil law, 
and, indeed, he proceeds on different reasoning ; for he seems to have been actu- 
ated by the consideration, that, in equity, the property had passed, although in 
the civil law, as well as in the Scotch law, the property remains in the seller till 
delivery. ** Periculum rei venditsc ” is a very curious head in the civil law. 

* Jockey Bell, the famous Chancery pleader,- having said that he read all the 
new novels, and being asked how he found time, answered, << I soon find put 
the charging part,” — wherein lies the virtue of a bill in Chancery. 


* .2d edition, p. 383. 
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and remaining wholly unacquainted with modern authors, he 
had no images in his mind, and no turns of phraseology, 
beyond what he picked up from perusing deeds and equity 
reports. In his latter days he could neither speak nor write 
grammatically — insomuch that people would not believe he 
liad gained a prize at Oxford for English composition ; and 
lie was actually compared to the roue Duke of Orleans, who 
said of spelling, ‘‘ we quarrelled at the outset of life, and 
never made up our differences.” This vandalism not only 
impaired the grace but tlie efficiency of his high judicial 
qualities, and not only deprived him of the benefit of knowing 
something of public opinion, and of the progress of improve- 
ment, but really hindered him from arranging and expressing 
Ills thoughts, so as to do justice to the right conclusions at 
which he had arrived. The celebrity of Lord Mansfield and 
Lord Stowell, as judges, is in no small degree owing to their 
having continued to refresh and to embellish their professional 
labours by perusing the immortal productions of poets, his- 
torians, and moralists. 

I am next obliged to regret that Lord Eldon, while sitting 
in his Court, often wasted his time, or I should rather say, 
the time of the public. I know well how difficult it is to 
join the suavity of manner, which he ever preserved, with the 
energy required for the steady despatch of judicial business. 
The combination is, perhaps, only an ideal excellence ; but 
although, for the popularity of the Judge with the Bar, the 
greater object may be never to give offence, it is most important 
for tlic suitors, that their causes should be decided ; and for 
this purpose the advocates must be kept under control, and it 
must be made dissio-rceable to them to wander from the 
question in hand, to repeat what has been before said, and to 
talk nonsense. Lord Eldon never complained of irrelevance, — 
he rather eneouraged prolixity, and tlie afiproach to absurdity 
he never cheeked by a rebuke, a sneer, a sarcasm, or even a 
look of exhausted patience, or of suppressed ridicule. He 
himself was gradually corrupted by this habit of forbearance. 

If, when he took his scat in tlie Court of Chancery, he had 
followed the course which, from his great experience and ali- 
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tliority, was easily open to him, of never hearing more than 
two counsel in the same interest, and of requiring pure 
questions of law to be argued only by one counsel on a side, 
ordering a second argument if necessary — and had exercised 
a proper control over the discussion, while he devoted his 
whole attention to it, — he would have done thrice as much 
business as he actually got through, and his decisions would 
not only have been more nipid, but would have been, if pos- 
sible, more satisfactory. Ills remIssness constantly grew 
upon him. It was utterly impossible that, when the sixth 
and seventh counsel for the plaintiff were going over the 
same arguments and authorities which had been exhausted by 
Sir Samuel Ilomilly and Mr. Leach, his attention should 
really be engaged, although he seemed to listen. In reality, 
he was writing a gossipping letter to Lady Frances, his 
daughter, or Mrs. Ridley, his sister-in-law.* lie found this 
occupation veiy agreeable, and he was pleased to have un- 
disturbed leisure for it, — laying the flattering unction to his 
soul, that while he was sitting on the bench, and counsel 
were speaking in his hearing, he could not be accused of 
neglecting his duty. When arrears were nudtiplicd to such 
a degree that, upon a moderate calculation, many years would 
be necessary to clear them off, — like a man deep in debt, %vho 
becomes recklessly prodigal, ho grew more and more indif- 
ferent respecting the efficient employment of the hours ap- 
propriated to forensic labour ; and if the appearance of argu- 
ing causes was kept up in his Court, however drowsily, the 
less he was called upon for an effort of thought, he was the 
better pleased, f At last he seemed to be under a sort of 
infatuation upon the subject ; and after the motions against 
him in the House of Commons, and the appointment of the 

♦ When attciulliig the Assizes and Quarter Sessions at Gloucester! where 
Mrs. Hidley! the wife of Dr. Ridley, a prebendary of the cathedral, resided with 
her husband, I have several times Iwen sliown these letters, which were written on 
long slips of foolscap ]mpcr,such as a Judge uses in taking notes of an argument. 

f It is said that traps were sometimes laid for him to prove his want of atten- 
tion to the arguments, — ^as a junior, about to repeat an argument for the lifth 
time, would say, ** Now, my l.ord, I am about to venture upon a new view of 
the case, which may, perhaps, be deserving of consideration,** — when the Chan- 
cellor, having laid aside liis pen for a time, would say, That new view of 
case does deserve and shall receive consideration.** 
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Chancery Commission, he was still more dilatory and in- 
efficient 

The heaviest charge brought against him in his lifetime 
was his habit of delaying judgment after the cause had been 
heard. This, although by no means without foundation, was 
dreadfully exaggerated. He lived in factious times, and 
being himself a very keen and successful politician, he excited 
a good deal of envy and hatred among his opponents. 
^^When Lord Eldon had passed the fifth part of a century in 
office, and made no sign of retiring, letters of marque were 
issued by the Whig Opposition to burn, sink, and destroy 
tlie old first-rate that lay so obstinately in the very mouth of 
the harbour, and obstructed their entrance.” * 

Besides the annual motions made against him in the House 
of Commons, which I have mentioned, there was a constant 
succession of attacks upon him in pamphlets, reviews, and 
newspapers, and the grand topic was his ** denial of justice by 
refusing to decide.” This was boldly asserted as a fact, and 
to this mainly was attriliuted the enormous accumulation of 
arrears in the Court of Chancery, with all the evils real and 
imaginary prevailing there. Bands of litigants,' ivan, weary, 
and wasted, whose suits, after many years of expectation, had 
been finally heard, were represented as still wandering about 
Lincoln’s Inn Hall, and exclaiming, — 

** All I little know’st thou, who linst never tried, 

What hell it is in suing long to bide ; — 

To lose good days that might be better spent, 

'I'o waste long nights in pensive discontent ; 

'I’o sjieed to-day; to be put back to-morrow,— 

To feed on hope, to pine with fear and sorrow ; 

To fret the soul with crosses and with care, — 

To eat the heart with comfortless despair.” 

Nay, it was asserted, that many who had large sums un- 
doubtedly due to them, locked up in Chancery — by the 
doubts and delays of the Lord Chancellor, had actually died 
of penury, or of a broken heart, and that their ghosts might 
be seen between midnight and cock-crow, flitting round the 
Accountant General’s office. Ludicrous stories were like- 
wise invented of one cargo of ice having melted away, and 

• 2 Townsend, 410. 


CHAP. 

ccxiir. 


His delay 
in giving 
judgment 
after causes 
were heard. 


Exagge- 
rated com- 
plaints 
against him 
for delay. 



624 


CHARACTEH OP 


CHAP. 

cexiir. 


another cargo of fruit having all become rotten, while he was 
. doubting what judgment he should pronounce on motions for 
an injunction.* 

On the other hand, he was zealously defended in all that he 
did, and in all that he omitted to do — and if his advocates 
reluctantly admitted that at times he was a little given to 
the cunctativc,” they exclaimed, — 

“ Tu maximus ille cs 
Uiius qui nobis cunctando restituis rem.** 

Many returns on the subject were ordered by the House of 
Commons, and many volumes were written, invidiously or 
complimentarily comparing Lord Eldon witli Lord Hard- 
wickc t and his predecessors, and with Sir John Leach and 
his contemporaries. 

But tlic interest of the controversy has almost entirely 
evaporated. It is very certain that Lord Eldon did defer his 
judgments most unjustifiably and unaccountably, although 
the blame to which he was liable for this habit w^as so much 
overcharged. It is the duty of a judge, in grave and difficult 
cases, to take time to consider ; but it is his duty, aS'SOon as is 
consistent with due deliberation, to make up his mind, and to 
deliver judgment — further delay not only unnecessarily pro- 
longing the suspense of the parties interested, but rendering 
the judge less and less qualified to decide rightly, as the facts 
of the case escape from his recollection, and the imj^rcssion 
made upon him by the arguments at the bar is effaced — to 
say nothing of the double time and labour required from him 
in vainly trying to make himself master, a second time, of 
what he once thoroughly understood. Lord Eldon, although 
as soon as he had been informed of the circumstances of 
a case, formed an opinion upon it — from which he hardly 

* There is no better foundation for these stories than what is to be found in 
Cousins V, Smith. IS Vesey, 542.» %vbere fruit was landed in good order and 
sold, — the injunction applying to the proceeds, 

t ^t'lie great controversy was, whether the business of the Court of Chancery 
had increased since Lord Hard wickeds time? Notwithstanding some returns, 
showing the number of hills filed, I cannot doubt that it had increased most 
enormously, considering the inciease in our population, commerce, and wealth ; 
and that the sum Of money in Court belonging to the suitors bad certainly in« 
creased more thail tenfold. 
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cvor departed, and at the close of the arguments would 
intimate this pretty plainly — yet he not unfrequently ex- ‘ 

pressed doubts — reserved to himself the opportunity for 
further consideration — took home the papers — never read 
them — promised judgment again and again — and for years 
never gave it — all the facts and the law connected with it 
having escaped from his memory. I shall give a few instances 
of this infirmity. 

On one occasion, having spoken very luminously for two 
hours on the merits of a case which he had heard, and having 
intimated a strong opinion in favour of the defendant, he 
finished by saying, However, I will take home the papers 
and read them carefully, and will tell the parties, on a future 
day, what my judgment will be.” Sir Samuel Komilly, rising 
from his seat and turning round to the juniors, said, Now 
is not this extraordinary ? I never heard a more satisfactory 
judgment ; and yet the Chancellor professes that he cannot 
make up his mind. It is wonderful ; and the more so, be- 
cause, however long he takes to consider a cause, I scarcely 
ever knew him differ from his first impression.” 

The history of two cases between ffare and Horwood is Ifis extra- 
detailed in the following letter, which was written by the conducTin 
solicitor for the plaintiff to the Lord Chancellor : — of 

“ Ware v. Horwood. 1 My Lord, — My clients liave great 
Same v. Same. J reason to complain of tlie great injury 
suffered by them in consequence of these causes not keeping their 
station at the licad of your Lordship’s paper, agreeably to your 
Lordship’s order, repeatedly given in my hearing. It is now nearly 
seven years since they have been waiting for your Lordship’s 
judgment ; and upwards of two years ago they had arrived at the 
top of the paper, at which place I humbly entreat they may, until 
you can decide upon them, remain. There is a fund of 10,000/. 
and upwards, locked up in Court until your Lordship decides in 
these causes, and it is therefore matter of great importance to ray 
unfortunate clients that your Lordship’s decision may not be de- 
layed by the dircumstances to which I have above alluded. It is 
painful to me to state to your Lordship that I have learnt, from 
authority which I have no reason to doubt, that the infant, for 
whose benefit these suits were instituted twenty years ago, died 
VOL. VII. S S 
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of a broken heart on account of being kept out of his properUj^ 
and that I liavc to contend against the bitter feelings of his re- 
lations. Under these distressing circumstances, knowing that 
your Lordship will pardon the liberty I have taken in thus ad- 
dressing you, and which nothing but the imperious necessity of 
tlid case would have induced me to have done^ I have the honour,” 
&c. 

It is said by Lord Eldon’s friends, that upon investigation 
the sum locked up was found to be greatly overstated, and 
tliat the deatli of the infant of a broken licart turned out to 
be a fable : yet, strange to say ! the solicitor, instead of being 
committed to the Fleet Prison for a contempt of court, in 
fulfilment of a denunciation lately uttered by the Chancellor 
against the practice of writing private letters to him about 
l^onding suits, was sent for to the private room of the Chan- 
cellor, where he was most courteously received, — and liis 
bill of costs to his client contained the following item, which, 
when read aloud, caused a deep sensation in the House of 
Commons : — 

^^To attendance on the Lord High Chancellor of Great 
Britain in his private room, when his Lordship begged for 
further indulgence from me till to-morrow, - Ifics*. 4f/.” 

His Lordship, having begged and obtained a further respite, 
w'as at length as good as his word, and with the spur in his 
side, actually did make a decree. 

But in the following case, verified by the oath of a member 
of Parliament before the Chancery commission in August, 
1825, it would appear that no decree was ever made: In a 
friendly suit, the sum at stake not being more than £2500, 
the Chancellor declared in November, 1816, that ^ he would 
give judgment in a few days.’ The parties died, and after 
three years, the solicitor for some of the representatives 
becoming impatient, followed the precedent in Ware v. 
Horwood^ and wrote the following note to the Lord Chan- 
cellor : — 

‘ Erskine v. Gaitskore, — The solicitor for the representatives , 
of the parties in the cause is desired on their behalf humbly to 
entreat the Lord Chancellor’s judgment in the above cause. Tlie 
subject matter in question came on to be heard before his Lordship 
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in the shape of exceptions to the Master’s Repoi’t on the 20tli and 
22(1 November 1816. — May 22d, 1820.’ 

In two or three days the Chancellor returned the following 
answer : — 

* In the case of Erskine v. Gartshorc, the papers were long ago 
taken from my tables. I have desired Mr. Hand to make due 
incjuiry for them, and understanding from your note that I have 
bi.'eii mistaken in supposing that the cause was arranged, as soon 
as I get the papers I will dispose of it. 

‘ Yours, with mucli respect, 

‘Eldon.’ 

“ I have only to add,” said the witness, “ tliat notwith- 
standing the i)roinisc contained in his Lordship’s note, tlic 
cause still stands for judgincnt in his paper, and is still un- 
disposed of.” It has been asserted that “ the materials for 
judgment Avere gone; the papers could never be recovered.”* 

I Avill only mention one other case of this class.f Under a 
will it was doubtful Avhich of two sons of the late Earl 
Somers on his death would be entitled to a considerable 
estate. With a view to his own will he wished the question 
to be decided in his lifetime, and for this purpose ho directed 
that a friendly suit should be instituted in the Court of 
Chancery. The case being most learnedly and elaborately 
argued, the Chancellor promised a speedy judgment ; but 
term rolled on after terra, and year after year, Avithout any 
judgment being given. Loi’d Somers several times spoke to 
him privately, saying that he had no bias on the subject, but 
that it was of great consequence to his family to have a 
decision one Avay or the othci’. “ That you shall,” said the 
Chancellor, “ and I take so much time to consider it that you 
may have one that Avill stand.” Several times was a ‘day 
appointed for giving judgment, and as often, on some pretence, 
judgment Avas postponed. At last, the case being in the 
paper for judgment, once more Lord Somers attended in 

• 2 Townsend, 4 IS. 

t I arn not sure whether there be any notice of it in print, but I Iiavc it from 
undoubted source. 
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person, in the hope of extorting it, and the Lord Chancellor 
actually began by reading the bill, the answer, and depo- 
sitions, when he showed that he had utterly forgotten what 
tlie question was, and declared that, being obliged to attend a 
meeting of the Cabinet, he must postpone the judgment to a 
future day. Lord Somers thereupon intimated to him that 
he thought it would be better to allow the question to stand 
over till after his own death, and that he did not desire that 
any judgment should be pronounced. 

The cause, or perhaps the pretext, for these delays was a 
principle on which he professed to act, that it was always 
his duty to read the bill, answer, depositions, and exhibits, 
and to consider not only the facts stated and the points made 
at the bar, but all the facts in the cause, and all the points 
that might be made on cither side.” “ I know,” said he, “it 
has been an opinion — a maxim — a principle — ay, an 
honest principle, on which several of those who have presided 
in this Court have acted, — that a judge is obliged to know 
nothing more than counsel think proper to communicate to 
him relative to the case. But, for myself, I have thought 
and acted otherwise : and I know, yes, I could swear upon my 
oath, that if I had given judgment on such Information and 
statements only as I have received from counsel on both 
sides, I should have disposed of numerous estates to persons 
who had no more title to them than I have ; and, believe 
me, that I feel a comfort in that thought — a comfort of 
which all the observations on my conduct can never rob 
me.”* 

“During my Chancellorship,” says he, in his Anecdote 
Book, with his usual self-complacency, “ I was much, very 
much, blamed for not giving judgment at the close of the 
arguments. I persevered in this, as some thought from ob- 
stinacy, but in truth from principle, from adherence to a rule 
of conduct, formed after much consideration what course of 
proceeding was most consonant with my duty. With Lord 
Bacon, ^ I confess I have somewhat of the cimctativc,’ and, 
with him, I thought that ‘ whosoever is not wiser upon advice 

* Quarterly Review', vol. xliv. 102. 
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than upon the sudden, the same man is no wiser at fifty than 
lie was at thirty.’ I confess that no man ever had more 
occasion than I had to use the expression, which was Lord 
Bacon’s father’s ordinary word, ^ You must give me time.’ I 
always thought it better to allow myself to doubt before I de- 
cided, than to expose myself to the misery after I had decided, 
of doubting whether I hjid decided rightly and justly. It is 
true that too much delay before decision is a great evil ; but 
in many instances, delay leads eventually to prevent delay ; 
that Is, the delay, which enables just decision to be made, 
accelerates the enjoyment of the fruits of the suit: and I 
have some reason to hope that, in a great many cases, 
decision would have been infinitely longer postponed, if 
doubts as to the soundness of original judgments had led to 
vehearings and appeals, that It icm postponed, when infinite 
care, by much and anxious and long consideration, was taken 
to form an impregnable original decree. The business of the 
Court urns also so viuch increased in some periods of my Chan* 
ceHorshipi that I never could be confident that counsel had fully 
informed me of the facts or of the law of many of the cases ; 
and there may be found not a few instances, in which most 
satisfactory judgments were pronounced, which were founded 
upon facts or instruments with which none of the counsel 
who argued the cases were acquainted, though such facts and 
instruments formed part of the evidence in the cause.” 

Once he said in the House of Lords, — “ It will be a con- 
solation to me, dui’ing my remaining life, knowing that it has 
been said that I have been dilatory in decision, that I have, 
l)y looking at the original Instruments, saved to the right 
owner many a landed estate, which would otherwise, proba- 
bly, have been given to his adversary.” * 

In a private company he said, — " Lord Abergavenny told 
me he compromised a suit, because his attorney had told him 
there was in his case a weak point, which, though the opjios- 
ing parties were not aware of it, that old fellow would be sure 
to find out if the case came before him. It is quite necessary 
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CHAR never to trust to the lawyers; it is their business to make a 
" good ease for their clients ; it is mine to administer justice.” 

Conversing on these subjects with Mrs. Forster, he said to 
her, I was often accused of slowness in my decisions, but 
really it was sometimes incompatible with justice to decide 
quicker. Now I will tell you what happened in one case : it 
was a cause where one party had sold an estate, and the jnir- 
chaser had afterwards declined completing the bargain, and 
the estate was thrown back on the seller’s hands ; this was a 
suit to compel the completion of the sale and the payment 
of the purchase -money. Well, it was argued before me at 
great length, and extracts from various documents were read 
in Court, and I was then pressed by the counsel to deliver my 
judgment* the following day. I refused to do this, stating 
that I made it a rule to read over and consider all the written 
documents brought into Court, and that, as there was an 
important question- to be discussed that night in the House 
of Lords,' I should be unable to do this before the next 
morning.” 

Again he says in the Anecdote Hook, — "I thought it 
ray indispensable duty, as a Judge in Equity, to look into the 
whole record and all the exhibits and proofs in causes, and not 
to consider myself as sufficiently informed by counsel. This, 
I am sure, was right, — not only because, in causes originally 
heard before me, I leiirnt much of what was necessary, of 
which counsel had not informed me, but because, upon rc- 
hcarings of causes before me, which had been originally heard 
by others, this my opinion was strongly confirmed.” 

Finally, in a letter to his brother-in-law, Mr. Surtees, he 
says, — 

‘^My habits of doing judicial business I have formed and ad- 
hered to upon principle and conviction that they were right ; I have 
done much good by adhering to them — infinite good. 

‘‘ As to what I hear of my doubts, from persons who, having no 
doubts upon any subjects, however intricate and difficult, set up as 
the Ductores Dubitantium, I console myself by recollecting what a 
most eminent Chancellor in France ” (D’Aguesseau) said to Lis son, 
The truth is, I don’t like to risk, by velocity, transferring property 
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from those to whom it belongs, to tliose who may apparently, but 
not really, have a title to it.” ♦ 

Having heard him so fully in his self-glorification, and in 
the inculpation of others, I must be allowed very respectfully 
to question the propriety of this professed judicial habit. — 
In the first place, it is impossible. In the vast majority 
of cases which come before a Judge, whether in a Court of 
Common Law or Court of Equity, he must take the contents 
of written documents from the counsel, — trusting to their 
honour and accuracy, and to their reciprocal supervision. — 
Secondly, it would be exceedingly dangerous for a Judge 
to be in the habit of deciding upon facts or points of law 
of his own discovering ; for, if noticed at the bar, they would 
very likely have been found capable of being easily answered, 
or explained away. — Thirdly, such a habit must breed a 
morbid propensity to doubt, and it holds out a strong tempt- 
ation to procrastination,by aflbrding a ready excuse for idleness. 

Sir S. Romilly, in his Diaky, gives a striking view of 
Lord Eldon’s practice of deferring judgment : — ^^8 tli of 
March, 1811. Wliat has passed to-day in the Court of 
Chancery affords a strong exemplification of my assertion 
of yesterday, that the Lord Chancellor was over-anxious to 
decide properly. He has, for a long time, liad a great 
number of cases wliich have been argued before him, waiting 
for his judgment to be pronounced, — some original causes, 
and many more motions and petitions. The distress wdiich is 
occasioned to many parties by this is hardly to* be conceived. 
On this day three cases were, by his order, put into his paper, 
for him to deliver his judgment. Of two of tlicm he merely 
directed that they should stand over till the following Mon- 
day, without giving any reason. The third was a cage of 
Forster v. Bellamy. It was a bill filed by a pauper to 

* This is the passage to which he probably refers ; — “ My child,” said the 
Chancellor, ** when you shall have read what I have read, seen what I have 
seen, and heard what I have heard, you will feel tliat if, on any subject, you 
know much, there may be also much that you do not know ; and that some- 
thing even of what you know may not, at the moment, he in your recollection ; 

' — you will then, too, be sensible of the mischievous and ohen ruinous conse- 
qucMices of even a small error in a decision ; and eonscicncc, 1 trust, will then 
make you as doubtful, as timid, and couse<][ueutly us dilatory, as I am accused 
of being.” 

s 5 <1 
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redeem a very old mortgage, — the plaintiff alleging that he 
was heir-at-law to the mortgagor. The defendant disputed 
the fact of his being heir, and the plaintiff had gone into 
evidence to prove his title ; but the evidence was so unsatis- 
factory, that all that I, who was counsel for the plaintiff, 
could do, was to ask that an issue might be directed to try 
the fact of his being heir. Of this case, which had been 
argued before the long vacation, the Lord Chancellor said 
to-day, that he had read all the evidence over three several 
times, and that ho did not think that there was sufficient 
proved to warrant his directing an issue, but that, as it was 
the case of a pauper, he would go over all the evidence once 
more; and for that purpose he directed the cause to stand 
over generally, without appointing any time for his final 
determination. He thus condemns all the other impatient 
suitors to continue waiting in anxious expectation of having 
their causes decided, till he shall have made himself quite 
sure, by another perusal of the depositions, that he had not 
been already three times mistaken.” * — I must confess that 
I am uncharitable enough to suspect that he bad not read 
the evidence over once, and that he deferred the judgment 
till he should do so. According to the theory of white lies,” 
which he patronised, this would be a much less offence than, 
after having three times read over the whole of the evidence, 
seeing that the plaintiff did not make out any primd facie 
case, he should have indefinitely postponed judgment, to the 
great prejudice, and perhaps the utter ruin, of the defendant. 

I really believe that Lord Eldon considerably overrated 
his labours in private and his discoveries. Several times in 
the course of a long life, by minutely examining the record, 
and, poring over deeds, he did hit upon matters which had 
escaped the attention of counsel ; but whoever reads through 
the voluminous reports of his decisions will see that, in 
999 cases out of 1000, he decides cases upon points made 
before him at the bar; and, when he had the assistance 
of such counsel as Komilly, Leach, Bell, Pepys, and Sugden, 
— distinguished for their industry as well as their deep pro- 

* Memoirs of Romilly’s vol. ii. 371, 372, 
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fesslonal learning, — if he listened to their arguments in 
Court, it is not at all likely that the papers,” when read 
at home, %yould present to him much that was both new and 
material. * 

But in weighing the defences to which he was driven, we 
must remember the preposterous charges brought against 
him. Many persons were so absurd as to impute all the 
arrears in the Court of Chancery and in the House of Lords 
to his remissness, and expected that he should pronounce a 
final decree in every case which came before liim ; — whereas 
a motion was frequently made to obtain his opinion in an in- 
terlocutory shape — whereupon the parties were satisfied, and 
the suit was compromised. 

But it is impossible to deny that his habit of deferring his 
judgments did produce most serious injury to the suitors in 
liis Court, and we are tantalised when we think not only how 
capable he was of being above all reproach in this respect, 
but that on some occasions he actually was so. Mr. Wilber- 
force, in his Diary, giving an account of his going into the 
Court of Chancery to converse with Sir Samuel liomilly, 
says, Lord Eldon saw me, and beckoned to me with as 
much cheerfulness and gaiety as possible. When I was (ilone 
with liornilly, and asked him how he was, he answered, ^ I 
am worn to death ; here have I been, sitting on in the vaca- 
tion from nine in the morning until four, and when I leave 
this place I have to read through all my papers to be ready 
for to-morrow morning ; but the most extraordinary part of 
all is, that Eldon, who has not only mine but all the other 
business to go through, is just as cheerful and untired as 
ever.” Again, Sir Samuel Komilly, in his own Diary, under 
date 23d August, 1811, says, ‘^Thc Chancellor ende(l his 
sittings. In the last fortnight he has done more business 
than in all the rest of the year. He has heard nearly 300 
petitions in bankruptcy, and has decided as well as heard 
them. In the last week he sat every morning from nine to 

* According to the ** Anecdote Rook,” he claims a mighty discovery in John- 
son V. Lcgard, of which not a trace is to be found in the very full and elaborate 

report of the cose by Turner and Uussell. See p. 281. 
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four, and in the evening from half after five till ten ; and he 
has not only done the business expeditiously, but with very 
great ability. It should seem as if his object had been to 
exhibit the most striking contrast imaginable to his usual 
mode of administering justice.” 

In lamenting that he was not always equally energetic, we 
must remember Sir Robert Peel’s apology for him : — If 
Lord Eldon’s delay had been one arising from his indulgence 
in pleasure or in frivolous amusements, it would have been a 
subject of just reprehension ; but where a man was seen de- 
voting twelve out of the twenty-four hours, without remis- 
sion, to the public business, and allowing himself no longer 
a vacation than three weeks out of fifty-two, it would be but 
fair to pass with a light hand over the venial fault of him who 
decided slowly, from the peculiar constitution of his mind, 
and his ultra anxiety to decide justly.” * We should like- 
wise ever bear in mind, that when the decree was at last pro- 
nounced, it was sure to be right. It may be said of Lord 
Eldon, that he never wronged a suitor or perverted a prin- 
ciple. I begin to think,” said Sir Samuel Romilly, after 
the erection of the Vice Chancellor’s Court, that the tardy 
justice of the Chancellor is better than the swift injustice of 
his deputy.” f 

Among minor defects, I must mention his habit of carping 
at almost everything said by contemporary judges, and his 
gross partiality in si)eaking of his immediate predecessors, 
lie might be excused in complaining of the haste of Sir Jolm 
Leach, who decided without hearing ; but he would disparage 
the judgments of Sir William Grant, without venturing to 
reverse tliem; and lie gave such offence to the Common Law 
J udges, by criticising their reasons,” that for many years, 
when he sent a case for their opinion, they refused to do more 
than drily to answer affirmatively or negatively the questions 
he submitted to them. Then, he most extravagantly overrated 
the authority of his great patron. Lord Thurlow — ' while he 


• Debate in House of Commons on the Court of Chancery, 
t The Chancellor's Court used to be denominated, by certain wits, that of oyer 
satis terminer, and the Vice Chancellor's, that of terminer sans oyer. 
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wfis constantly sneering at Lord Mansfield^ — a judge equal to CiiAi . 
himself in professional learning, and infinitely his superior in ^ 
eloquence and scliolarship.* 

In the vain lamentation that Lord Eldon, as an Equity 
Judge, did not come up to our notion of ideal perfection, I 
have only farther to express a wish that his judgments, while 
they invariably did justice between the parties, had been more 
methodical, had been better composed, and had abounded 
more with general principles. The fimlts of his judicial style 
arc very much to be ascribed to the circumstance, that in de- 
livering his opinion, he always extemporised, — not even 
making use of notes. If tlic advice of an individual so hum- 
ble as myself could have any weight hereafter, I would most 
earnestly implore judges, in all cases of importance, to prepare 
written judgments. This habit not only insures a minute iiis mis- 
attention to all the facts of the case, and a calm consideration 

writing iiiH 

of the questions of law whicli they raise, but is of infinite ad- jutlgments. 
vantage in laying down rules with just precision, and it has 
a strong tendency to confer the faculty of lucid arrangement 
and of correct composition. How inferior would Lord 
Stowell’s judgments have been, if blurted out on the conclu- 
sion of tlic arguments at tlic bar, and taken down by a re- 
porter! Sir William Grant’s, hardly inferior in merit, were 
recited as if the produce of his mind at the moment ; but It 

* 111 addition to Ills dislike of Lord Mansfield as a supposed favourer of Lord El- 
Cliristcluirch men p. 51.)> ^ ratiuue oriylnh^ think- don’s dis- 

ing that one born on the lianks of the Tyne had a right to pusli his fortune in like of 
liOiidon, hut that one born on the banks of the Tay coining to laindon was an Scotsineii. 
intruder p. “ Scotchman*" be used as a term of reproach. Being 

ofiended with a speech of Mr, Joseph Hume in the House of Commons, he 
observes, “ This same Scotchman cares not a larthing what he says and when 
the late Mr. Millar published his ingenious book “ On the Civil Law of Eng- 
land,” he said, Now comes out another Scotchman at the Bar, of the name of 
Millar, who has abused the Chancellor black and blue ; and this gciitleinarf, who 
has made no progress yet in his profession, conceives himself at liberty to calum- 
niate the highest Judge to the utmost of his power also.” (June, 1825.) Mr. 

Abercromby was another Scotchman with whom lie had a passage of arms s and 
to Mr. Brougham’s northern education no doubt be imputed much of what he 
considered objectionable in that gentleman. I must acknowledge, however, 
ihat to ni6, a Scotchman and a Whig, he always behaved with great courtesy, 
arid^ I hope that no one will suspect me of ever trying to be revenged of liiin for 
his injustice to my country or to my party. 

Lord Eldon had a peculiar sjiite against his immediate ]>redceessur, whom 
he was in the constant habit of vilipending s but lie would say that, ** although 
Thurlow was the most powerful reasoner he had ever heard, VVedderburii was 
the ablest stater of a case.” 
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is now ascertained that they had been carefully written out, 
revised, and committed to memory. Unless in one or two eases, 
which Lord Eldon decided by consent of parties after he re- 
signed the Great Seal, he never put pen to paper in preparing 
his judgments. In consequence, it has been remarked by a 
severe critic, that Lord Eldon’s judgments lie, like Egyp- 
tian mummies, embalmed in a multitude of artfully contrived 
folds and wrappers,”* and even Mr. Twiss candidly says, It 
may at once be admitted, that as literary compositions they 
are faulty enough, — inconveniently parenthetical, and over- 
abundant in limitations and qualifications.” 

It was interesting to hear him deliver a judgment ; for 
his voice was clear, and notwithstanding his Newcastle burr, 
very sweet ; his manner was earnest and Impressive ; he 
helped out the involution of his sentences by change of 
emphasis, and the varying expression of a most benevolent 
and intellectual countenance ; and as he was justly con- 
sidered infallible, there was a disposition to receive with 
respect every thing that fell from his lips. But very few 
of his judgments can be perused without a most painful 
effort, and even the professional reader has often much 
difficulty In discovering the princiifies on which they rest, 
and the doctrines which they establish. They neither pro- 
ceeded upon the footing of his audience previously know- 
ing, or being ignorant of, the circumstances of the case. 
His statement of facts to be found in them is desultory and 
slovenly, and is often mixed up with propositions of law ; he 
is occasionally v6ry illogical, and you cannot tell from what 
premises he draws his conclusion. Unfortunately he dwells so 
much on the “ specialties” of each particular case, that no one 
can tell whether the decisions can ever again be applied in any 
other case, and it has been wittily and correctly observed, 
that ^Hhey will be of special use when the old Ptolemaic 
cycle shall begin a second time to run, and all things shall 
happen over again in the exact same orders which we now 
behold,” f Then his ear was as dull to the music of language 

* Edinburgh Review. 

t Article in Edinb. Rev. by Mr. Justice Williams. 
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as to the notes of Catalani. Not from any hesitation or em- 
barrassment in his delivery (for he was always collected and 
fluent, and seemed always to be able to select the expressions 
which he preferred), but from depraved taste, or utter negli- 
gence, he would repeat the same word half a dozen times in 
the same breath, sometimes with a different meaning, and ho 
would tautologically multiply words to which the same mean- 
ing was to be afiixed, as if he had been dictating deeds of 

lease and release he had no regard to congriiity or balance 
between the different members of his sentences, and he was 
as well contented to end with two mean monosyllables, as if 
he could have introduced the favourite termination of Cicero, 
“ esse videatur.^^ 

But with all these defects, which I enumerate to show that 
I do not view him with blind admiration, and to give some 
value to my praise of him, I do not hesitate a moment to 
])lacc him, as a Judge, above all the Judges of my time. For 
law he really had a natural genius, which was improved by 
long, severe, and unwearied discipline. The law of real pro- 
l)crty was his forte; this he knew more profoundly, more 
accurately, and more familiarly than any man in the pro- 
fession, cither on the bench or at the bar ; and there was no 
branch of the municipal law of England the principles of 
which he did not thoroughly understand, so as easily to make 
himself master of any question which might arise respecting it.* 
Although he had never been in an equity draughtinan’s 
office, in which it is now supposed that equity lawyers must 
be reared, he was superior, in the lore of Bills, Pleas, De- 
murrers, Answers, and Exceptions, to any trained equity 
draughtsman who pi'actised before him ; and although he had 

• 

• He himself ascribed his knowledge of the law and his success, — 1st, to his 
liractice as a conveyancer ; and, 2dly, to his having so long gone the circuit. — I 
am concerned to hear, that notwithstanding his earnest advice to young equity 
counsel to go the circuit “ for a good many years,” they now never go at all. 
Hut they should remember his solemn admonition : ** 1 know, from long per- 
sonal observation and experience, that the great defect of the Ciianccry liar is 
its ignorance of common law and common law practice ; and, strange as it 
should seem, yet almost without exception it is, that gentlemen go to a bar, 
where they arc to modify, qualify, and soften the rigour of the cutninoii law, 
with very little notion of its doctrines or practice .” — iMter to Mr, Fairer, 
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never mccldlcd with special pleading while at the bar, — if n 
special pleading point arose on a writ of error while he was 
presiding on the woolsack, he could handle it as well as a 
Holroyd, a Richardson, or a Littledalc. 

In the absence of a political crisis, his whole soul was in liis 
profession. If he had no literature, at least he was not 
diverted by its blandishments from his judicial duty ; and it 
is much better, if tlicy cannot unite, that a judge should have 
law without literature, than literature without law. I doubt 
whether ho over entered a theatre three times after he was 
called to the Bar ; his only amusement was frightening par- 
tridges for a few weeks in the autumn ; and although, for sixty 
years, he daily drank as much port wine as would disable any 
two ordinary men for intellectual occupation, it only stimu- 
lated him to SCO abstruse legal distinctions with more acute- 
ness and accuracy. 

I need not mention his unsullied purity, — a praise to which 
all English judges are now equally entitled. A Welshwoman 
once attempted to bribe him by sending him a goose, — ex- 
pressing a grave hope that ‘^her munificence would not in- 
cline him to favour her, as she did not mean it as a bribe.” 
In writing an account of this to his daughter, he said, “I 
think Taffy, the Welshwoman, will be much surprised when 
she receives my letter, informing her that, being a judge, she 
miglit as properly apply to her goose for advice as to me.” * 

Among his qujilifications for the judgment-scat, must be 
reckoned his fine temper and delightful manners. Mr. John 
Williams, who had so bitterly assailed him in the House of 
Commons, had to plead before him at great length respecting 
an issue tried on the Northern circuit, and when retiring from 
Lincoln’s Inn Hall, he exclaimed, ‘^Your Chancellor is an 
abundantly agreeable. Judge !” He certainly was most cour- 
teous to the bar, to the solicitors, and to all who approached 
him. Even upon those unhappy persons, the ctfflicted in 
mind^ hody^ or estate^ who sometimes broke through the tram- 
mels of Chancery etiquette to make their grievances known 
in person, his singular kindness of manner acted with the 


♦ 8th January, 1821. 
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force of a spell. However irregular the application, or how- 
ever unbecomingly pertinacious the applicant. Lord Eldon 
listened with most patient attention, until the object was 
discovered, and then advised with gentleness, or softened 
refusal with complacency.” * 

He always maintained Ins dignity, and effectually checked 
any unbecoming familiarity. When he had finished giving 
his judgment in a case that had stood many years in the 
j)apcr, and put a question respecting the form of the decree. 
Ml*. Heald said, — “I know I ^vas counsel in this case, but 
whether for the plaintiff or the defendant, and whether the 
judgment is for me or against me, 1 have not at this distance 
of time the most remote conception.” I have a glimmering 
notion it is for me,” exclaimed Mr. Horne. Supposing, from 
the titter running through the Bar, that there was a dispo- 
sition to jeer at his delays, he restored universal gravity by 
saying, with some sharpness, I beg that counsel will not 
make me the subject of their observations.” 

But the weapon he usually employed in self-defence was 
good humour. A very old, very learned, very uncouth Chan- 
cery barrister, whom I recollect under the name of Hun 
Hall,” having querulously concluded an unsuccessful argu- 
ment by observing, “ But now, my Lord, I find that I know 
no law;” — Mr. Hall,” said Lord Eldon, ^^if you know no 
law, I can say, of my own knowledge, that you have forgot a 
great deal since I sat in those rows in which you now sit.” 
The Hun’s face spreading wider and wider, and his eyes 
filling with morning dew, he attempted to say something in 
reply, but, to the amusement of the whole Court, without 
being able to finish his sentence, sat down in a state of 
tender suffocation. , 

My most valued and witty friend. Sir George Rose, when 
at the bar, having the note- book of the regular reporter of 
Lord Eldon’s decisions put into his hand with a request that 
he would take a note for him of any decision which should be 
given, entered in it the following lines as a full record of all 
that was material which had occurred during the day : — 
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And the Chancellor said — * I doubt.’” 


This jeu esprit^ flying about Westminster Hall, reached 
the Chancellor, who wiis very much amused with it, notwith- 
standing the allusion to his doubting propensity. Soon after, 
Mr. Hose having to argue before him a very untenable pro- 
position, he gave his opinion very gravely, and with infinite 
grace and felicity thus concluded: — “ For these reasons the 
judgment must be against your clients; and here^ Mr. Rose, 
the Chancellor DOES NOT DOUBT.” 
earnest But his great merit was his earnest desire to do justice 
do justice, between man and man. Notwithstanding all his professions 
and all his tears, this he really felt, and by this he was 
steadily actuated. There have been judges (in former days), 
who cared not in how perfunctory manner they did their 
duty — with no anxiety but to keep their places and to avoid 
open censure — who would on no account have done any 
thing positively dishonourable, but who wore rather indifferent 
as to the arbitrary rules of right and wrong as established by 
prior decisions, and who cared nothing for the credit of the 
system of jurisprudence which they administered, beyond their 
own time. Lord Eldou had a disinterested, a passionate wish 
to decide rightly, — and to gain his object there was no labour 
that he was not willing to undergo. This made him disregard 
the politics of the litigant, and the personal dislike he might 
entertain for the advocate. This made him even despise the 
censure to which he was exposed as a doubting and dilatory 
judge. ' He certainly carried the fear of erring to excess, and 
by degrees it assumed a morbid shape in his mind ; but 
should remember the salutary effects which have sprung from 
it, and bear in our recollection the injury to. individuals and 
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the general confusion which would be produced by a suc- 
cession of indolent and reckless judges. It should likewise 
be remembered, that, if he sometimes frittered away the 
benefit of his decision as a precedent, by dwelling upon the 
minute circumstances of the particular case, he never sought 
to save himself trouble by arbitrarily adapting all the facts 
to some one convenient ruling principle, as judges of ease- 
loving though powerful minds are too apt to do ; but he di- 
ligently had regard to all the considerations which each case 
presented, — seeing patiently how they affected each other, — 
and deducing the just result from the whole. I must likewise in 
fairness observe, that, although his judgments are unsystematic 
in their structure, they are instinct with the true principles 
of equity, and that from the reports in which they arc re- 
corded, an equitable code might be constructed, — as we may 
extract almost all the rules of life from Shakespeare, who 
had no thought of teaching morality. 

I should now wish, according to my practice, to lay before 
the reader some of Lord Eldon’s most interesting and im- 
portant decisions; but by copying largely from his multitu- 
dinous reporters, I should do no justice to his merits, and I 
should convey to the general reader no notion of his powers. 
Ills manner was so diffuse, his arrangement so unmethodical, 
and his style so repulsive, that I have in vain searched for 
specimens of his judgments which might be perused with 
pleasure. Not even when he is discoursing on the manage- 
ment of theatres, or on copyright in libellous {publications, or 
on taking the custody of children from an immoral parent, 
is he readable without a fee ; and were I to present at length 
any of his judicial lucubrations for admiration, I should be 
suspected of selecting them maliciously.* Ills later reportfers 
were very able men, and if they had felt themselves at li- 
berty to methodise and condense, — accurately preserving the 

♦ I was in great hopes that his judgment in Wellesley Duke of Beaufort, 
2 Russell, 1 7 — 45., would have been found an exception, as I have been told 
• by those who were present when it was delivered that it was very interesting 
to hear ; but to call upon any one to read it would be unkind to the memory of 
Lord Eldon. 
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substance and the spirit of the original, — they would have 
done much more justice to him, and conferred a much greater 
benefit on the public ; but I have been told that he highly 
disapproved of any proposal for reporting him on this plan, 
and that he was best pleased when he saw himself in the 
transcript of a short-hand writer. 

None of his biographers have ventured on giving an entire 
judgment as delivered by him. The following have been 
presented by those most friendly to his memory as favour- 
able passages : After expressing doubts as to the sound- 
ness of the doctrine that the writer of a letter has a sufficient 
property in it to prevent its publication, he says, But 
it is my duty to submit my judgment to the authority 
of those who have gone before me ; and it will not be easy to 
remove the weiglit of the decisions of Lord Plardwicke and 
Lord Apsley. The doctrines of this Court ought to be as 
well settled, and made as uniform, almost, as those of tlie 
common law, laying down fixed principles^ but taking care 
that they are to be applied according to the circumstances of 
each case. I cannot agree that the doctrines of this Court are 
to be changed with every succeeding Judge, Nothing would 
inflict on me greater pain, in quitting this place, than the 
recollection that I had done any thing to justify the reproach 
that . the equity of this Court varies like the Chancellor's 
foot:^* 

Upon the subject of giving relief against bargains made 
with expectant heirs, he observed, I am aware that, during 
my whole time, considerable doubt has been entertained, 
whether that policy, with regard to expectant heirs, ought to 
have been adopted ; and although Lord Thurlow repeatedly 
laid it down, that this Court does shield heirs expectant, to 
the extent of declaring a bargain oppressive, in their case, 
which would not be so in other cases, and imposes an obliga- 
tion on the parties dealing with them to show that the bar- 
gain was fair, yet he seldom applied that doctrine without 
complaining that he was deserting th^ principle itself, because ‘ 
the parties dealing with the heir expectant insured them- 

• 2 Swanston, 414. 
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selves ^tgaifast that practice, and therefore the heir. made a ' 

worse bargain ; but he certainly^ like bis predecessors, ad- 
hered to the doctrine, though not very ancient. It is not the 
duty of a Jud^e in Equity to vary rules, or to say that rules 
arc not to be considered as fully settled here as in a Court of 
Law.” * , 

Upon the question, whether a trust should be executed by 
the Court, he said, It struck me at first as a point of con- 
siderable doubt, whether the Court should execute such a 
trust. If it was unprejudiced by decision, that doubt might 
he maintained by strong argument ; but it is too late now eoen 
to state it : for there is authority binding my judgment entirely 
upon thaV^ t 

As to the power of a married woman over estates settled 
to her separate use, he said, If* it is asserted, that though 
Lord Thurlow, following his predecessors as far back as the 
doctrine can be traced, repeatedly deckled upon this principle, 
this Court has now a right to refuse to follow it, I am not 
bold to act upon that position.”}: 

Thus he lectured the Judges of the Court of Session in 
Scotland : As to the observation made with respect to the 
case of the feoffees of Heriot’s Hospital, that the judgment 
of this House in that case was one to be obeyed^ not to be 
followed, I must take the liberty to say, that tliis would be a 
course which, if pursued, would call for some attention. For, 
although every Court may say, that, if a case varies in facts 
and circumstances, it is at liberty to proceed upon these dif- 
ferent circumstances, I do not recollect that it ever fell from 
a Judge in this country, that he would obey the judgment of 
this House in the particular case, but not follow it in others. 

That is not a doctrine to which we are accustomed.” § * 

Thus he declared himself against allowing even the pro- 
bable intention of a devisor to overrule the general principles 
of legal construction: Judging as a private individual, 
there can be no doubt tha.t when he (the testator) executed 
the will, he meant that instrument and these two letters 

* 2 Swanston, 162. ^ t 10 Vesey, 342. f 11 Ib. 321. § 6 Dow, 112. 

T T 2 

# 



^ ^4 CHARACTER OF 

CHAR ehould have their effect; but unless the rule of law dlowsme, 
gCRllL I cannot establish the letters.”* 

In reference to a question upon conditional legacies^ he 
said, After the doctrine has been so long settled (though^ 
with Lord Kenyon, I think the distinction such as the mind 
cannot well fasten upon), it is better the law should be cer- 
tain, than that every Judge should speculate upon improve- 
ments in it.” t 

To show that although a doctrine may seem at variance with 
principle, yet, if the decisions upon it were clear, it ought 
not to be shaken, he said; If this doctrine has been settled 
by decision, I shall be no more inclined to disturb it than the 
decisions upon the Registry Act ; as it is much better to rest 
upon decision, than to hazard, especially upon the subject of 
title, undoing what has been settled, though perhaps not to 
be perfectly reconciled to principle.” J 

In the case of the Queensberry leases, he said, in advising 
the House of Lords upon the judgment they should give : 

All law ought to stand upon principle ; and unless decision 
has removed out of the way all argument and all principle, so 
as to make it impossible to apply them to the case before you, 
you must find out what is the principle upon which it must 
be decided.” § 

On the petition of certain elders of Jewish congregations, 
praying a declaration of the admissibility of Jews in common 
with Christians to the benefit of the Bedford Charity : Lord 
Eldon, in giving judgment against the petitioners, upon the 
construction of the charter and of the Acts of Parliament 
bearing upon it, which construction, he said, formed the 
simple question for his determination, observed, that many 
arguments had been addressed to him from the bar on the 
practice and principle of toleration ; but, added he, I appre- 
hend that it is the duty of every judge,^ presiding in an 
English Court of Justice, when he is told that there is no 
difference between worshipping the Supreme Being in chapel, 
churchy or synagogue, to recollect that Christianity is part of ' 

* 6 Veaey, 566. f ® 497. i 16 lb. 439. 

§ i BHgh, 486. See Twiss, cb. Ikii?. 
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the law of England; that in giving construction to the char* 
tcr.and the Acts of Parliament^ he is not to proceed on that 
principle further than just construction requires ; but^ to the 
extent of just construction of that charter and those acts^ he 
is not at liberty to forget that Christianity is the law of the 
land.’’* 

But instead of trying to multiply these Elegant Extracts,” 
I shall best discharge my duty by noticing, in general 
terms, the great improvements wliich Lord Eldon introduced 
by his decisions into our system of equity, — and for this pur- 
pose I avail myself of a panegyric, written by a warm but 
discriminating admirer. After enumerating the titles of 
the sixteen collections of his Reporters, he says, Such is 
the long list of Lord Eldon’s reported judgments, — to be 
read, marked, learned, and inwardly digested by the laborious 
student, before he can form any adequate conception of his 
merits as a J udge. Nearly fifty closely printed octavo 
volumes, which, if all his judgments and decrees had been 
preserved, would be doubled in number ; and every indivi- 
dual case so well sifted, every decree so well weighed, that it 
may serve as a valuable precedent ! What other J udge has 
left such a monument to his memory The refer- 

ence of title to the master when nothing but title is in dis- 
pute, is an invention of Lord Eldon’s, by which an infinite 
number of suits have been stopped in limine ,^ — Prevention of 
mischief by injunction is a head of equity upon which in- 
stances few and far between are to be found before his time. 
Lord Thurlow would hardly grant an injunction where the 
parties had a remedy at law. Before his time, there are not 
more than half a dozen instances of each species of injunction, 
and in these relief was as often denied as granted. Now* in- 
junction is, it is well known, the right arm of the Court, per- 
vading the workshop of the artisan, the studio of the artist, 
— entering alike the miner’s sliaft, and the merchant’s count- 
ing-house. Almost all the principles upon which this relief 
is granted or refused, the terms and conditions upon which it 

• 2 Swaa^oD, 527. 

t Fullager «. Clarke, 18 Vesey, 482.; Brooke v» Clarke, 1 8w. 551. 
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CHAP, is disdolvcd, revived, continued, extended^ or made perpetual, 

. . " are to be found in Lord Eldon^s judgments alone.~The rqles 

of ordering money into Court, and appointing receivers on 
behalf of all parties, are powerful instruments of justice, of 
which Lord Eldon showed* first the perfect use.— ^The inspec- 
tion of the subject-matter in dispute pending litigation is 
another of the powers to which Courts of Equity have be- 
come entitled through his means.* These and many other 
topics will show, that the Court of Chancery under Lord 
Eldon’s superintendence was not a clog and a burden upon 
the rank, wealth, and industry of the country.” f 

I must further observe, that he distinctly defined the boun- 
daries of legal and equitable jurisdiction, and, while he fully 
upheld the maxim that agreements must receive in Equity 
precisely the same construction as in a Court of Common 
Law, he adhered to the great doctrine that the equitable cir- 
cumstances by which it might be fitting to regulate the per- 
formance of agreements so construed, were matters for the 
consideration only of Courts of Equity 4 — He established 
a practice having a strong tendency to check vexatious 
actions for defamation, although it may produce hardship in 
particular cases, — by granting > a commission to examine 
witnesses abroad, for the purpose of proving a plea justifying 
the truth of an alleged libel, with an injunction till the re- 
turn of the commission. § — He ruled no fewer than sixty-six 
points on specific performance, by which he threw much new 
light on that perplexing subject. || — He admirably illustrated 

* See Kynaston v. East India Company, 3 Sw-an. 248. ; 3 BHgli, 153. 
f Law Review, No. IV. p. 282. This article is disclaimed by the Editor as 
being from the pen of Lord Brougham. 

t Wykham r. Wykliam, 18 Ves. 415.; Clarke ». Parker, 19 Ves. 21. 

§ *Macaulay v. Shackell, 1 Biigh, New Series, 96. 'fhis case was affirmed on 
appeal in the House of Lords, when the Chancellor said he had received an ano- 
nymous letter, assuring him that ‘*all the men of eminence at the Bar thought this 
decision wrong, and that it is produced by the afTection which the Chancdlpr is 
supposed to have had for some Mr. Shackell [printer of * John Bull *!, or some 
such gentleman," adding, — *<If I had complained of that as a libel in a civil 
action, I should certainly have said that the writer was very well entitled to file 
a bill of discovery, and to have had a commission to examine his witne^^s 
abroad ; ibr I do not believe he would have found one. in the eoutitry in which 
I have the honour to administer justice, knowing what had been my practice* 
who would have confirmed by his testimony a slander so bitec as that i8«*' 

II ‘Sec Index to Vesey, entitled vol. xx. p. 180* 
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the principles which determine the rights of successive mort- 
gagees^ as affected by the delivery or non-delivery of title- 
deeds* ; — ^and he much simplified the doctrine of " marshalling 
of assets,” which will, nevertheless, be difficult in the applica- 
tion, as long as there is a difference between specialty and 
simple contract debts, and between charges on the heir and 
the executor, t — With respect to the advancement of illegiti- 
mate children by the putative father, — depending upon 
whether he is to be considered in loco parentis, — he laid down 
a rule which has since been found most useful, and has been 
implicitly followed. J — lie adhered to, and strengthened the 
salutary doctrine that deeds obtained by the undue exercise 
of spiritual ascendency will be set aside as fraudulent. § — His 
decision that the Chancellor has authority to take a child from 
the custody of an immoral parent, to be placed under a guar- 
dian appointed by the Court, was violently attacked, and cer- 
ttiinly would be mischievous if acted upon, unless in very rare 
and extraordinary cases ; but upon appeal, it was affirmed 
by the unanimous judgment of the House of Lords. || — I will 
only mention one more of the doctrines he established, which 
was, perhaps, tire most useful of all, that the procedure of the 
Court of Chancery must accommodate itself to the growing 
necessities of society, — upon which he relaxed the strict rule, 
that all individuals interested must be made parties, and in 
spite of his horror of joint stock companies he allowed a bill 
to be filed by several persons on behalf of themselves and all 
others, the proprietors of an unincorporated institution. % 

* Evans ». Bicknell, 6 Vcs. IV'I. 

t Aldridge v. Cooper, 8 Ves. 882. ; Buotlc u, Blundell, 19 Ves. 494., 1 Mer. 
193. 

t Pye exparte, 28 Ves. 149. 

§ 14 Ves. 273.; Ilugeneii v. Bcaseley. This is the case in which Sj)P S. 
iloinilly made his best speech. 

II 2 Uussetl, 1. 

If 16 Ves. 321. This case is highly praised by Lord Cottenham. 1 My hie 
« Craig, 636. 

^ ^wtiiiguisheil equity counsel, very familiarly acquainted with all Lord 
Eldon’s decisions, and fully competent to appreciate their merits, has been good 
enough to point out to me the following, which are considered by him as the 
best calculated to show the noble Judge’s extraordinary powers : — 

Crowley*a ed$e, 2 Swanston, respecting the issuing of a writ of habeas 
^rpus by the Chancellor in vacation, and commitments by Commissioners of 
•bankrupts.. - 

Gee y, Pritchard, 2 Swanston, 402., respecting the right of a person who ad- 
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Although much more in the habit of doubting than over- 
turning judgments brought before him on appeal^ he did not 
shrink from his duty when he was clearly convinced that 
they were wrong. Thus, upon the abstruse question, whether 
a power could consist with the fee^ Sir William Grant having 
rejected the seeming absurdity of giving a special power 
where there was already an absolute dominion. Lord Eldon, 
more deeply versed in the laws of real property, held that 
the two things might be united in the same individual ; and 
his decision was approved of by the profession.* So, the 
same respected Judge having held that a charitable trust 
w'as too vague for the Court to execute. Lord Eldon ruled 
that it came within the class of privileged legacies, saying ; 
^^To give effect to a bequest in favour of a charity, the 
Court will supply the place of an executor, and carry into 
effect that which in the case of individuals must have failed 
altogether. This distinction has proceeded partly, perhaps, 
on the principles in the Homan law which we do not at 
this time perfectly comprehend — and partly, no doubt, 
on the religious notions which formerly obtained in this 
country, according to which it fell to the ordinary’s province 


dresses letters to another to obtain an injunction against the publication of 
them. 

Gibson v. Jeyes, G Vesey, 266., respecting dealings of purchase and sale between 
a solicitor and his client. 

Aldrech v. Cooper j 8 Vesey, 881., respecting the right of simple contract credi- 
tors to come upon the real estate in the marshalling of assets. 

Morice v. Bishop of Durham, 10 Vc.sey, .522., respecting the effect of a be- 
quest in trust for “objects of benevolence and liberality,” without specifying 
them. 

MiUs V. Fanner, 1 Merivale, .5.5., respecting the effect of a bequest for a chari- 
table purpose, without specifying it ; and 

Ef! parte llawson, Jacob, 274., in which he held that, “ where part of the 
account between two mercantile houses which become bankrupt consists of hills 
that may be proved against both estates, there can be no proof in respect of those 
bills as between the two houses, unless there is a surplus after satisfying the 
holders of the bills.” 

This indication may be useful to the student. I had intended, at all risks, to 
enter much more elaborately into the consideration of Lord Eldon’s decisions, 
but want of space entirely debars me from the attempt, having already exceeded 
my original limits by two heavy octavos. 

* 10 Ves. 246. 

f If he had condescended to look into the writers on the civil law, he would 
have- found these principles fully explained and defended. Sec Story on Equity 
Jurisprudence, vol. ii. 865 — 383, 
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to distribute in case of Intestacy.” * — In the famous case 
of Chohnondeley v. Clinton^ he was unwilling to take upon 
lilinself the reversal of Sir William G rant’s decree ; but, 
when it had been reversed on a rehearing before Sir Thomas 
Plumer, he heartily concurred in the salutary doctrine, that 

adverse 2>ossession for twenty years is a bar to equitable 
relief as well as to an ejectment,” — on which rests the recent 
statute of limitations, f — Sir William Grant had held, that no 
api)ointment under a power to divide settled i)roj)crty among 
children could be set aside as illusory, — thus reasoning very 
powerfully : To say that an illusory share must not be given, 
or that a substantial share must be given, is rather to raise 
a question than establish a rule. What is an illusory share, 
and what is a substantial share ? Is it to be judged of upon a 
mere statement of the sum given, without reference to the 
amount of the fortune, which is the subject of the power? If 
so, what is the sum that must be given to exclude the inter- 
ference of the Court ? What is the limit of amount at which 
it ceases to be illusory and begins to be substantial ? If it is 
to be considered with reference to the amount of the fortune, 
what is the jiroportlon, cither of the whole or of the share, 
that would belong to each u2)on an equal division ? In 
terms, the power, though limited as to objects, is discretion- 
ary as to shares. A Court of Law says, no object can be 
excluded; but there it stoj^s. Every instrument must re- 
ceive the same construction from every Court. Whatever 
must be Its true meaning, must be its meaning everywhere. 
A Court of Equity may supply defects in the execution of 
a power ; but I cannot understand how the question, whether 
a power Is well or ill executed, can receive a different deter- 
mination in different Courts.” Lord Eldon, however, said : 

If a scries of uniform authorities, through a course of cen- 
turies, prove that this Court has undertaken the difficult task 
of judging whether the execution of a power was reasonable 
or not, — using expressions more or less vague and loose, as, 

‘ that the share must be reasonable, fair, a substantial share, 
a provision, — that the power is to be exercised consistently 

• 1 Merivalc, 94. f 2 Merivale, 171. ; 2 Jiic. & Walk. I, 190. 
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with justice,’ — expressions that must distress the mind of any 
Judge required to act upon them, — I should pause in giving 
judgment, if bound to decide upon those authorities, with 
reference to the principle stated in the cases now before me, 
which, in clFect (and it would be better to do it in words), 
destroys all the authorities, as no two cases will probably 
ever be the same. If the Court has this authority to con- 
sider whether the execution of such a trust, or a power 
coupled with a trust, is reasonable, it seems to me better 
to deny the doctrine at once than to lay down a rule that 
will destroy it in effect, — looking only to sums and figures, 
and considering in each case whether the motives and circum- 
stances by which the judgment among the different objects 
was regulated were the same.” * — However, the Legislature 
has adopted the reasoning of Sir William Grant ; and, by an 
Act which I had the honour to introduce in the House 
of Commons, it is declared that no appointment shall be set 
aside in equity on the ground of its being illusory, f 

Once, at least. Lord Eldon changed his opinion. In Exparte 
Notte the question being, whether where several firms are 
engaged in a joint adventure the creditors of the adventure, 
in the event of bankruptcy and there being no joint property, 
jnay prove against the estates of the firms, or are confined to 
the estates of the individuals? Lord Eldon being much 
pressed with his own decision in Exparte Wylie, in wliicli he 
had held, under similar circumstances, that the estates of the 
individuals only were liable, he said, I feel bound to add, 
with respect to the case of Exparte Wylie, which has been 
so repeatedly apj)ealed to during the argument, that as the 
first duty of a Judge is to endeavour, in the case before him, 
to decide rightly, and that his next is, if in any future case 
of the like kind he has reason to apprehend that his judgment 
was not upon such sound principles as it appeared to be 
when he pronounced it, that he should not hesitate to rectify 
his error ; — looking at both these obligations, I feel myself 
bound to state that I must, when I decided that case, have 

Butcher v. Butcher, 9 Ves. 393. ; Box v. Whitbread, 16 Vesi 18. 
f 1 W. 4. c. 46. s. 1. f 2 Glynn & Jameson, 307. 
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seen it in a point of view in which, after most laborious con- 
sideration, I cannot see it now.” Accordingly the proof was 
ordered against the estates of the several firms engaged in 
the joint adventure.* 

When legal questions arose before Lord Eldon, he would 
send a case for the opinion of a Court of Law. He used to 
say that he had “ all possible respect” for the Common 
Law Judges, which ought to have been high, for most of 
them Avere of his own nomination. But he treated them 
rather like school- boys, always pleased when he could tell a 
good story against them. He took particular delight in 
relating how, to ascertain what estate passed to trustees 
under a settlement, he sent a cjisc to the Court of King’s 
Bench, who told him they took an estate in fee ; and how he 
then sent the same case to the Court of Common Pleas, who 
certified that the trustees took no estate at all. Now I 
was impertinent enough to think,” he used to proceed, that 
they Avere both Avrong; I held that the trustees took a 
chattel interest ; and, Avhat is more, my decision satisfied all 

parties.” t 

He often said, that although Avhen sitting in the Court 
of Chancery he felt himself bound by former decisions, it 
Avould be otherAvise if an appeal Avcrc brought in the House of 
Lords, — and he Avould offer facilities for obtaining a hearing 
there, — but he Avas still found to adhere to the opinion he had 
originally expressed. I am aware only of tAvo cases in which 
liis judgment was reversed, and in each of these it Avas on the 
motion of Lord Kcdcsdale. Neither of them involved any 
jjoint of general interest. The first Avas Stuart v. Marquis of 
Ihite^ on the construction of a Avill. The testator had de- 
vised and bequeathed all and every the waggon-Avays, rails, 
staiths, and all iinplcincnts, utensils, and things used and 
employed,” Avith certain collieries, to trustees, on certain 


* Lord Hardwicke palinoded more briefly, and perhaps more ffracefiilJy, — 
merely saying, “ Upon this case being rc-argued and re-considered, 1 am tho- 
roughly convinced that my former decree was wrong.” AValinslcy v. Booth, 
2 Atk. 27. 

t 1 Swanst. S2. ; 1 Wils. Ch. Cas. 4.5. ; 18 Vcs. 825. ; 1 1 East, 458. ; 3 Taunt. 
3ia. ; 10 Vcs. 495. ; 1 N. R. 116'.; 7 East, 97.; Dow. 102. 
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trusts; and the question was, whether, under the word 

things,” coals actually raised, debts due to the concern, and 
money of the concern in the hands of a banker, passed ? — 
Lord Loughborough, shortly before his resignation, having 
held that they did, there was a rc-hcaring before Lord 
Eldon, who, after expressing much doubt, said, Upon the 
whole, it is better for me to affirm the decree ; not as being 
satisfied with the principle of it, but as I cannot make a 
decree with which I could be better satisfied.”* 

An appeal being brought to the House of Lords, Lord 
Redesdale said, that although horses, hay, and corn used in 
the collieries would pass, the meaning of the word “ things,” 
must be restrained to things cjiisdcm generis and there- 
fore tliat the coals, debts, and money in dispute must go to 
the executor. — Lord Eldon. I think myself highly fortu- 
nate in having the assistance of my noble and learned friend, 
in whose view of the question I completely concur.” f So 
the decree was reversed. 

The other case was Jackson v. LnneSy turning on considera- 
tions still more technical, and decided by Lord Eldon on a 
supposed recollection of an unreported dictum of Lord 
Thurlow, which (according to the precedent of Anthony and 
Caisar’s will) he was in the habit of resorting to when at a 
loss for an authority. J But after the hearing at the bar of 
the House of Lords, Lord Ecdcsdalc having expressed a clear 
opinion that the decree was wrong, Lord Eldon said : I 
conceive it to have been the opinion of Lord Thurlow th«at, 
in order to dispose of the equity of redemption of the wile 
in an estate, it was absolutely necessary there should be in 
the recitals of the instrument some expression that the parties 
meant it so ; that it was not enough to collect the intention 
from the limitations ; but that there must be something more 
upon the face of the deed, to lead the wife to understand what 
those limitations were. It docs, however, occur to me, on 
looking into the cases which have been referred to, that such 
a proposition cannot be supported, and therefore I am of 
opinion that the decree must be reversed.” 

• Feb. 1806. 11 Ves. 607. t ^ t Ves. 356. 
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The non-reversal of decrees (as I have ofteti had occasion 
to observe) is but a poor proof of the merits of a Chancellor. 
Lord Eldon’s judicial fame rests on the surer basis of the 
universal respect of the profession. Amid the war of jarring 
factions, while he was still on the woolsack, he was considered 
an oracle of law, both by foes and friends ; since then his 
authority has in no degree declined ; and there is no rashness 
in prophesying, that for ages to come, his opinion, where it can 
be discovered, will rule the cases to which it is applicable. 

To prove, however, that I do not reverence him like the 
blind worshipper of an idol, I will mention two or three of his 
decisions which were not cpiitc satisfactory to Westminster 
Hall, and which possibly may hereafter be overturned.* 

He had such a horror of forestalling and regrating,” by 
'which lie had heard his grandmother at Newcastle, and after- 
wards his tutor at Oxford say, the price of provisions is 
cruelly enhanced to the poor,” that all agreements savouriny 
even of forestalling or regrating he held to be immoral, con- 
trary to public policy, illegal, and void. Thus, an association 
of wholesale grocers, instituted under the title of the Fruit 
Club,” for the purpose of making purchases of imported fruits, 
and supplying the general tmdc, having brought an action 
against a person to whom they had sold a cargo, for the 
price of It, the purchaser, contending that they had not 
duly performed their part of the contract, filed a bill praying 
a discovery and an injunction. On a demurrer to the bill. 
Lord Eldon said, This is not, according to the legal defini- 
tion of the term, forestallmg, much less regrating, still less 
monopolising ; but in the consideration of a Court of Equity 
it contains the mischief of all the three. First, there is a 
conspiracy against the vendors ; next, a conspiracy against the 
world at large, enabling those persons to buy at any price 
they may think proper ; and then, it is true they can, if they 
please, sell at a lower price than a fair competition In the 
market would produce ; but it must also be recollected that 

* Of course I do so without prejudice to my right fully to concur in them 

after argument and further consideration, if I should ever be called upon judi- 
cially to review them in the House of Lords. 
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they can sell on their own terms; and the manner in which 
that discretion would be exercised is obvious. Then, as be- 
tween these parties, the complaint is, that it is immoral in the 
vendors not to let the purchaser have his bargain. What is 
that but an agreement that they shall be partners in a trans- 
action in which they know they are acting illegally ? ” So 
the demurrer was allowed ; — and, on the same principle, the 
action at law could not be maintained, although the purchaser 
might have re-sold, and received payment for the whole of the 
fruit he had bargained for ; — because the partnership he dealt 
with was called the Fruit Club,” instead of Smith, Tom- 
kins, and Co.” * 

I must likewise doubt some of his decisions respecting 

Gmmmar Schools,” which have had the effect of preventing 
these institutions in country towns from being adapted to tlie 
wants of society, and have rendered their funds of no use 
whatever, except to pamper a sinccurist pedagoguc.t Collect- 
ing from his friend Dr. Johnson’s definition, that a Gram- 
mar School, ?L s. is a school in which the learned languages 
(exij^liisively) arc grammatically taught,” he decided that the 
instruction to be given in those institutions must in every in- 
stance be stric.tly limited to Greek and Latin. He had im- 
bibed a strange notion that they all had their origin in the 
Reformation, and were distributed by King Edward VI. 
over the country, as instruments crainently^calculated to pro- 
mote the new opinions. Now, grammar schools had nothing 
to do with the Reformation; and many of them were 
established in Catholic times, — every cathedral church, or 
other ecclesiastical establishment of any importance, having 
annexed to it a grammar school to teach the laity their ABC, 
and <:o (pialify the clergy to go through their Latin Breviary. 
The Newcastle Grammar School may have been founded in 
the reign of Edw^ard VI., but the Chancellor might have 
recollected the charge brought by Jack Cade, in the reign of 
Henry VI. against the Lord Say, Thou hast most trai- 

♦ Cousens v. Smith, 13 Ves, 542. 

I Sec the Attorney General v, Earl of MansfieM, the Highgate School case, 

2 liuss. 501. 
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torously corrupted the youth of the realm in erecting a Gram- 
mar School : it will be proved to thy face that thou hast 
men about thee that usually talk of a noun and a verby and 
such abominable words as no Christian ear can endure to 
hear : moreover, thou hast put them in prison ; and because 
they could not read thou hast hanged them.” * 

Lord Eldon fell into a more serious error from the excess 
of orthodox zeal, in declaring that since the repeal of the 
statute of 9 and 10 William III., Imposing penalties upon 
persons who deny the doctrine of the Trinity, Unitarians 
may be punished for blaspliciny at common law, and are not 
to be treated as Christians. f The doctrine he lays down 
would equally exclude from tlic pale of Christianity Milton 
and Sir Isaac Newton, and all who have the misfortune to 
entertain any opinion in any respect at variance with the true 
notion respecting the Trinity, although their belief may be 
unexceptionable In every other article of Christian falth.J 
But this was contradicted by all the judges in the House of 
Lords, in Lady Ilcwley’s case, for they all held, that since 
the repeal of 9 and 10 William IIL, Unitarians, for civil 
purposes, are not to be distinguished from any other sect 
of Uissenters — was condemned by the Right Reverend Pre- 
lates, who supported the Dissenters’ Marriage Bill,” — and 
\vas renounced by Queen, Lords, and Commons, in the year 
1845, when, under the advice of I^ord Chancellor Lyndhurst 
and Sir Robert Peel, they passed tlic Dissenters’ Chapel 
Bill,” which allowed Unitarian congregations to retain pos- 
session of Trinitarian endowments. 

But the decisions of Lord Eldon which I most object to, 
are those by which he erected himself into a Censor of the 
Press, and gave himself the power to protect, or to extinguish, 
all literary property at his pleasure. From the time when 
copyright was vested in authors by the statute of Queen 
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• This docs not argue much learning beyond the neck-verse ” to be entitled 
to “benefit of clergy,” — or more than substituting the “primer and horn book” 
for the “ score and the tally.” 
t Attorney General v, Pearson, 3 Merivalc, 353. 409. 
t Althougli Milton and Newton were not Unitarians, they were Arians ; and 
I.ord Eldon's doctrine would equally apply to them. 
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Anne*, till Lord Eldon received the Great Seal, Equity 
Judges luid guarded it from piracy by injunction; and with- 
out this I'omcdy the right would be a mockery, as actions at 
law to recover damages from hawkers and pedlars, who may 
sell pirated editions of any work, in city or country, would 
only add to the author’s loss. The authorship and the piracy 
being established, the injunction had always gone, as a mat- 
ter of course, without any question being made respecting 
the nature of the publication ; for under Lord Cowper, Lord 
Macclesfield, Lord King, Lord Ilardwicke, Lord Camden, 
Lord Thurlow, and Lord Loughborough, it never had been 
imagined that the defendant could be permitted to allege, as 
a justification of his piracy, that he had been committing^ 
a crime by publishing something for which he was liable to 
be punished, as injurious to private character, or dangerous to 
religion, morality, or the good government of the state. Ac- 
cordingly injunctions had been granted against the piracy of 
the Dunciad,” of Swift’s Miscellanies,” of the Beggar’s 
Opera,” of the Life of George Anne Bellamy,” and of other 
works containing passages which, if strictly examined, might 
be considered very censurable — no one suggesting that these 
should be culled as a repast for the Lord Chancellor, or that 
he should be required to waste his valuable time In trying to 
find them out, — and all who thought upon the subject being 
convinced, that if the work j)irated were in any degree cx- 
cej)tionable, a benefit was conferred upon the community by 
restraining the circulation of it, instead of proclaiming to all 
the world that it might be published with impunity, in any 
form, and at any price. 

But within a year after Lord Eldon’s a2)poIntment as Chan- 
ccHqi*, Dr. Walcot, better known as Pkter Pindar, having 
a dispute with his booksellers respecting the construction of 
an agreement for publishing two editions of his works, and 
these editions being published, — as he contended, contrary to 
the agreement, — filed a bill, and prayed an injunction — which 
was granted in the first instance, till answer. The defendants 


* 3 Anne, c. 19. 
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by tlicir answer admitted that they had publislicd in one of 
tliesc editions some of the plaintiff*’a works contrary to the 
ayreementf and as to that edition therefore they suhmitted^ 
With respect to the other edition they insisted that tliey were 
justified by tlie agreement. — The pleading at the Bar being 
finished, the conduct of tlic Lord Clianccllor appears to me, 
I confess, to be most extraordinary and unaccountable. 
No charge is made l)y answer or affidavit, or viva voce state- 
ment, that the work in question contained any thing ex- 
ceptionable, and tlie judge had no judicial knowledge of 
its contenls, nor was lie (as far as 1 can discover) judicially 
called upon to form any opinion upon its merits, for it was 
at any rate to be presumed to be innocent. But he, pri- 
vately knowing that Timothy AValcot was Peter Pindar, 
and that Peter Pindar had Avritten some ribald verses re- 
specting his “royal master,”— upon the authority of a nisi 
prins dictum of Lord Chief Justice Kyre at the trial of 
Dr. Priestley against the Hundred for the value of his furni- 
ture and books burnt in the Birmingliam riots, — “that if 
any of the books were seditious the plaintiff was not entitled 
to recover for them,” — of his own mere motion refused to 
decree an injunction or an account of profits, even with 
respect to that edition as to which there was a sulmiission in 
the answer, saying, — “It is the duty of the Court to know 
Avhethcr an action at law would lie, for if not, the Court 
ouglit not to give an account of unhallowed profits of libellous 
publications. At present, I am in total ignorance of the 
nature of this work, and whether the plaintiff can have a pro- 
]>crty in it or not.” After showing how with respect to the 
disputed edition there must be an action, he continued: — 
“ But even as to the other edition, before I uphold any in- 
junction, I will sec these publications and determine upon 
the nature of them; whether there is question enough to 
send to law as to the property in those copies ; for if not, I 
will not act upon the submission in the answer. If upon iii- 
, spection the work appears innocent, I will act upon that 
submission ; if criminal, I will not act at all ; and if doubtful, 

• I will send that question to law.” As to the disputed edition, 
VOL. vn. u u 


CHAU. 

ccxni. 



658 


CHAP- 

CCXIII. 


A D. 1817. 
Wat Ty- 
ler’s case. 


CHAUACTER OP 

the injunction was very properly dissolved, — hut as to the 
other edition, contrary in my opinion to all propriety, an 
order was made to dissolve the injunction, unless in a week 
the books should be brought into court for the perusal of the 
Lord Chancellor. * 

Such is the foundation of the Eldonian doctrine, that the 
Judge before granting an injunction against literary piracy is 
himself ex rnero motu to read through the whole of the work, 
that he may see whether it contains any thing which in his 
opinion may possibly be construed into a libel — a doctrine 
which must apply equally to an Encyclopaidia of fifty folios 
as to a collection of fugitive poems in one duodecimo. I 
know not whether there may be a reference to the Master to 
report on the character of the work, but otic Master may he 
wholly insufficient for the undertaking, and at any rate in 
analogy to the proceeding upon a question of title he must 
be allowed to avail himself of the opinions of divines, philo- 
sophers and politicians, and exceptions may be taken to his 
Report to be argued before the Court. More astounding it 
is that in this case the Lord Chancellor, professing total 
ignorance of the nature of the work,” should, without any 
impeaclirncnt of it, have imposed upon himself the neecssily 
of reading the whole of it before granting the injunction. 
The bill and answer showed it to have been printed and 
published at least six years — during the greater part of 
which he had himself filled the office of Attorney General, 
so that if it was libellous it would have been his duty to have 
prosecuted it. For my own part I cannot help suspecting 
that he was well acquainted with its contents, — that, notwith- 
standing his propensity to prosecute libels, he had been afraid 
to bring the author before a jury, and that he now thought 
it a more convenient course to unite in his own person tlie 
functions of prosecutor and of judge. 

In the next case which occurred the Lord Chancellor was 
relieved from the awkward necessity of volunteering to read 
the work. South (?y, the poet, in early youth, had written a ^ 
dramatic 2)oem, entitled Wat Tyler,” which he had placed 

* Walcot V, Walker, 7 Vesey, I. 
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in the hands of Ridgway, a bookseller, with the view of 
publishing it, but it had not been published, and the MS- 
remained many years in Ridgway ’s hands. By some means 
not explained, Sherwood, another bookseller, having got 
possession of it, printed it, and advertised it for sale. The 
illustrious author thereupon filed a bill, and moved for an in- 
junction — on the acknowledged principle that “ independent 
of the statute, an author has a property in an unpublished 
work, which is to be protected by injunction.”* The de- 
fendant’s counsel, not denying the authorship or the piracy, 
resisted the application on tlic libellous tcudency of the work, 
and referred to Walcot v. Walker^ as an authority in his fa- 
vour. The Lord Cliancellor, after saying that he had read 
the affidavits and the book entitled Wat Tyler,” and that he 
remained of the same opinion respecting the law as when he 
decided the case referred to, thus proceeded: — ‘^Tt is very 
true that in some cases it may operate so as to multiply 
copies of misclilcvous publications by the refusal of the 
Court to interfere, but to this my answer is, tliat sitting here 
as a judge upon a mere (piestion of property, T have nothing 
to do with the nature of the property or wdtli the conduct of 
the parties except as it relates to their civil interests ; and if 
the publication be mischievous, it is not my business to 
])rotcct it either for the sake of the author or the bookseller.” 
So the injunction was refused, and hundreils of thousands of 
copies of Wat Tyler, at the price of one penny, were circu- 
lated over the kingdom, f 

Of the next case whicli ought to have been very intercvsting, 
we have only the following meagre note: — In Murray v. 
Benbow, Mr. Shadwcll, on the part of the plaintiff, moved 
for an injunction to restrain the defendant from publishing a 
pirated edition of Lord Byron’s poem of Cain. The Lord 
Chancellor, after reading the work, refused the motion.” J In 

* Macklin v, liicliardson, A mb. G94. 

t bouthey v, Sherwood, 2 Merivalc, 435. 

I Jacobs* Reports, p. 274. w. — I have since seen a full account of the judgment 
ui this case in MS., but it contains nothing new upon the subject. 7'he application 
was made ex parte, the defendant not appearing ; and still Lord Eldon deemed it 
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this Mystery, ” which Lord Jeffrey says, ‘^abounds in 
beautiful jiassages and shows more poiopr than any of the 
author’s dramatic compositions,” there are sentiments very 
much to be condemned ; but so there are in the speeches of 
Paradise Lost, and it must have been a strange occupation 
for a judge who for many years liad meddled with nothing 
more imaginative than an Act of Parliament, to determine in 
what sense the speculations of Adam, Eve, Cain, and Lucifer 
are to be understood, and whcf licr the tendency of the whole 
poem be favourable or injurious to religion. *' 

Soon after came a case wliich showed in a still more 
striking iioint of view the alarming nature of the new 
censorship which the Chancellor liad conferred upon him- 
self. Mr. Lawrence, a most eminent surgeon, although (he 
will allow me to say) not a profound metaphysician, had de- 
livered at the College of Surgeons “ Lectures on Pliysiology, 
Zoology, and tlie Natural Histovy of ]\Ian,” in whieli he had 
powerfully combated the theory of one species of animals pro- 
gressing into another, and proved that the different races of 
man, instead of being morikitys, were varieties of the same 
sjieeics, all derived from the same stock ; J)ut in his sj)ecu- 
lations on mind he had fallen ijilo some mistakes whicli may 

liisdiity to vohuitccT » perusal of the work before he ditjposed of the Tnotiot). He 
then said, Now the real question is, looking at fhe work before me, its j)reface, 
the poem, its maimer of treating the siihjeet, particularly with reference to the 
Pall and the .Atonement, — whether its Intent l)c innocent, or whether it he to 
traduce and bring into discredit that part of Sacred History. 'J'his question I 
have no right to try, becjiuse it has been settled, after great dia’erence of opinion 
among the learned, that it is for a jury to determine that point ; and where, 
therefore, a reasonable doubt is entertained as to tlie character of the work (and 
it is impossililc for me to say I have not a doubt, — I hope it is a reasonable 
one), another course must he taken for determining Avlmt is its true n.ature and 
character. The singularity of the ca'se in this instance is, that here is a defend- 
ant who has nnilliplied this work by piracy, and does not think lit to appear.” — 
Prefin Moore's “ Life of Lord llyron” wo find that the noble poet was drcadbilly 
shocked by this sentence of coiidemn.rtion passed upon him. 

* The jioem was dedicated to Sir Walter Scott, who, ever an observer of 
deecuey, aiid a friend to religion and morality, thus acknowledged the cornpli* 
ment in a letter to Mr. Murray, the btiokseller : — “I accept, with feelings of 
groat obligation, the flattering proposal of I.ord Uyron to ])refix my name to 
tlic very grand and tremendous drama of (\\in. 1 may he paitial to it, and you 
will allorv I have c.iuse ; but 1 do not know that his muse has ever taken so 
lolly a flight amid her former soarings. He has certainly matched Milton on 
his own ground. The fienddike reasoning and bold hlnsphemv of the fiend and 
of his pupil lead exactly to the point which was to he expected, — the commis- 
sion of the first murder, and the ruin and despair of the perpetrator.” 
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be easily refuted. Having fiiiishccl Ills course of lectures 
without censure, lie j>ubllsliccl tlieni, and a bookseller printing 
a pirated edition, lie tiled a bill and obtained an injunction ex 
parte. The defendant moved to dissolve the injunction, and 
his counsel relied entirely on certain passages in the work, 
which they said impugned the doctrine of the immateriality 
of the soul. The }»Iaintift‘’s counsel, on the other hand, de- 
nied that the tendency of the work was such as had been 
represented, endeavouring to explain the passages objected 
to, and to show that they did not bear the interpretation 
imputed to them. The Lonl Chancellor, after truly ob- 
serving that he had nothing to do with those Jecturea being 
delivered at the College of Surgeons, that his jnrisdietlou 
was founded 14)011 the consideration that an action at law is 
no adcqnate remedy for an invasion of literary [iroperty, and 
that he could only give relief where the law wonld give 
damages, thus continued: take it for granted that when 

the motion for the injunction was made, it was opened as 
quite of course; nothing ])roI)aI)ly was said as to the general 
nature of the work or of any part of it, for we must look not 
only at the general tenor, but at the different parts ; and 
tiie question is to be dccid(!d not only by seeing what is said 
of inaterialism, of the imniortalftt/ of Ihf ,sonly and of tlic 
Scriptures, luit ])y looking at the different parts, and inquiring 
whether tliere be any wliicli deny <)U wuicii aimmoau I’o 
the truth of Sc*ri|)ture, or trhirk roisc a. far f/ucstion 
for a court of line to determine whethrr iheij do or do not deni/ 
it, , , , Tile question is, whetlier it issocl air tliat the jilaintitf 
has this civil right, tliat on that ground he is to have relief? 
If, on reading the plaiiitilf’s work, I thought it clear that he 
had that Tight, I should feel it necessary to stale the grounds 
of my opinion, for after the argument at tlio bar T should 
be unwilling to part with the subject without telling you the 
view I take of it. Hut if I feel \ katioxal Dornr whether 
an action would lie, it will not be necessary to go into the 
grounds of that doubt; It might perhaps prtjudiee tlic trial if 
I did. Looking at the general tenor of tlie work and at 
many particular parts of it, — recollecting that the iirimor- 
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tality of the soul is one of the doctrines of the Scriptures, — 
considering tlnit tlie law docs not give protection to those 
who contradict the Scriptures, and entertaining a doubts I 
think a rational doubts lohetlier this look does not violate that 
law, I cannot continue the injunction.”* Injunction dis- 
solved. 

This was the last case of the sort which occurred before 
Lord Eldon, and so he left tlie doctrine which lie had origi- 
nated to be corrected by his successors, or by the House of 
Lords, or by Act of Parliament. As at present advised, I 
must be allowed most respectfully, but most strenuously, to 
protest against It. 

A decision of Lord Macclesfield, which has recently been 
discovered in the Registrar’s Book, is (piite on the other side, 
but I do not rely upon it as an authority, for the ratio decidendi 
cannot bo supported. An English translation having been pub- 
lished of Burnctfs AiicliyEOLOGi a^Saoiia, his executor applied 
for an injunction, and the question was debated whether a 
translation is a piracy within the meaning of 8 Anne, c. 19. ? — 
Lord Maccles^x'hL “ Though a translation may not be the same 
with re-printing the original, as the translator has bestowed his 
care and pains upon It, and so it may not be within the pro- 
hibition of the act, yet this being a book which to my know- 
ledge (having read it in my study) contains strange notions 
intended by the author to be concealed from the vulgar in 
the Latin language — in which it could not do much hurt — 
the learned being better able to judge of it, I think proper to 
grant an injunction against printing and publishing it in 
English. I look upon it that this Court has a super inte?idencg 
over all books, and mag in a summarg wag restrain the print- 
ing* or publishing any that contain reflections on religion or 


♦ Jacobs' Rop. 471. The Lord Chancellor's reasoning is a fine example of 
the SoritfSy — the first proposition, from which all the others follow, being-—” I 
have a rational doubt whether some parts of INfr. Lawrence’s book do not tend 
to materialism, — c/yo, I have a rational doubt whether they are not inconsi.stcnt 
with the immortality of the soul, — eryo, 1 have a rational doubt wlietlicr they 
are not contrary to the ScripUirc.s, — civ/o, 1 have a rational doubt whether the 
author could maintain an action for the piracy, — eryo, the injunction must fee 
dissolved. 

\ 
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morality.” Injunction (franted ,^ — This reasoning has no conn- ^CJ^VP. 
teiiance, excejjt from the dictum of Lord Klleiiboroiigh, whicli 
caused much merriment in \\^estniliistor Hal)^ that the 
Chancellor would, on the application of the libellce, grant 
an injunction against the public exhibition of a libellous pic- 
ture,” — and it is certainly erroneous, for tlic Court of Chancery 
lias no jurisdiction on the subject, cxccjit for the protection 
of property. 13ut Lord Eldon’s doctrine, although it may 
not be opposed by any well-considered prior decision, is un- 
doubtedly at variance with the jiractiee of tlie Court of 
Chancery for above a century f, and I think is contrary to the 
established principles of c(jiiity. liesides the objection of 
allowing a man to say that he has violati‘d the law, and to 
allege his own turpitudo, Lord Eldon seems to me to have 
forgotten that the author is actually in possession, and that 
the pirate is a stranger, and a wrong-doer. Under such cii*- 
cumstanccs, even a doubtful title has a right to protection by 
injunetion, and is constantly so protected. 

Let us always recollect, that if the injunction is refused, a Ntressity 
meritorious writer may be ruiiieil liy tin* doubt ” of a I^ord i tiu? 
Chancellor, and tliat if* the injunction is granted, no injury 
can possibly be done to the defendant or to tin* public. The j )r(i ku 
consideration that, bv p(a’milting the iiiraey of a work, which " 'f' 

. . . • . * ‘ . I . spwlin^ 

IS really impr<»|)cr, it is rendered much more misianevous to ti .• imouc- 
society, ought not in strictness to weigh with Equity Jinlges; * ry *j>ro.^*^' 
but on other occasions tlaiy are wonderfully astute and in- r rty. 
genlous in accommodating their jurisdiction to their own 
notions of the public good. In how many other instances do 
they say, “ Ton cannot set uj) this defence, whiilher true or 
false, at a moment wlien tlie truth of it cannot be ascer- 
tained “ there is a personal exception to your setting uii*that 

* Registrar's Rook, 1720, A. lb. 3.50. b. %tac. Rep. l-ll '12. 

t Altliough Lord Elduii lias mi couiitcnniice IVoin any English Judge, the 
Scotch Judges secrii, at one time, to have inclined to his way of thinking. 

When Dr. Jolnisiin and I were IcR by <»urselves,** siiys UostVell, “ I read to 
him my notes of the opinions of our Judges upon the (jiiestitins of Jdterary 
Property. He did not like tlieiii ; .ind said, ‘ 'i hey make me think of your 
Judges not with that respect which 1 should wish to d«i.’ To tl»c argument of 
one of them, that there can be no property in blasjihemy or nonsense, he an- 
swered, * then your rotten sheep are mine I Ry that rule, when a man’s hoti.se 
falls into decay, he must lose it,”* — Tour to the Ilebrulvn,^ 3fi. 

IT 4 



664 


CUAUACTER OF 


CHAP. 

CCXIIl. 


I.ord El- 
don’s de- 
cision of 
Scotch ap- 
peals. 


plea.” — ^^Yon are estopped by your own conduct from 
making sucli an allegation.” — There can be no practical 
danger of the author of any grossly immoral or seditious 
work api)lying for an injunction, for, — on his own affidavit, he 
niiglit immediately be prosecuted and sentenced to an infa- 
mous punishment, — while the permission to object to the 
character of the j)iratcd work not only renders all literary 
property insecure, but holds out the strongest temptation to 
spoliation and fraud. If Lord Eldon’s authority is so high 
that even upon such a subject it cannot be judicially over- 
turned, the legislature must interfere and rescue literature 
from a bondage which is light or lieavy, according to the fan- 
tasy of the Chancellor for the time being, and which might 
become wholly insupportable. 

Want of vSj)acc j)rcvcnts me from dwelling at length, as I 
had intended, on liord Eldon’s able manner of disposing of 
the judicial business of the House of Lords, and especially of 
Scotch appeals. Here he ;ij)poured to much advantage, and 
the Court of (hrrner resort has never stood in higher estima- 
tion than during his time. He made himself a most profound 
Scotch feudalist, and he really was more familiar with the 
whole compass of the law of Scotland, than any of the 
“ Fifteen” in the Farli ament House. Ills judgments in 
the Koxburgli case, and on the (ineensborough leases, which 
it took him severed days to deliver, Avero Avonderful efforts of 
the liuman mind.* lie was very bold In reversing — and 
although there were sometimes loud complaints against him, 
he Avas always afterwards alloAVod to have been right. In 
one case {Stewart v. Agtiew) the Court of Session for some 
time refused to execute the reversal, and the remit to them, 
author ising them jn'occcd as should be just,” — they said, 


J’ains 
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♦ Lord Ehlun not only took uncommon pains witli {j^reat causes which fixed the 
attention of the whole kin^flom. hut with the most uiiintercstiii«;> tiresome, irk- 
some perplexed details. The first appeal I ever pleaded before him was respecting 
the liability of ImulholderK to a surveyor for business done under an Inclosurc 
Act ; and in his judgment, with the most marvellous precision and accuracy, he 
went over many items, allowing some, and di>sallowing others ; whereas other 
.Judges would have said truly that *Uhey had discovered no reason to dissent, in 
anv respect, from tlie opinion of the Judges below.” Johnston r. Cheape, 5 Doir, 
241. 1817. 
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^Sfustlcc required that tlicy sliould suspend execution till the t"HAP. 
2 >arty whom tlicy tlioiight entitled to succeed, should have an 
opportunity of i)ctitlouing the House of Lords for a re- 
hearing.” A petition was accordingly presented at the com- iliscon- 
mencement of the ensuing session, praying that the appeal 
might be reheard, — that the judgment of the House niiglit ./ndgcs. 
be recalled, — and that tlio original sentence of tlie Court of 
Session might be set uj) and tiffirined. Lord Eldon retained 
his calmness, but, assisted by Lord Itedesdale, gave the 
Scotch Judges a very severe castigation, and they never 
afterwards showed any disposition to rel)el.* 

His chief fight with them was a]>out entails^ — they loving 
^^a perpetuity,” miicli as that entity is abhorred by the law 
of England. AVlicn lie liad cut down an entail for palpal)lc 
defects in the fettering clauses, iliey tried virtiuilly to set it up 
again, by holding that tlie purchase-numoy oF the land, when 
sold, must be laid out in jjiirebasing another estate, to be 
settled under the same defective fettm*s on the sanui line of 
heirs, but he reversed their iuterloeiitor, sliowing the al»- 
surdity of a pcr2)etual series of sales, j)incbases, and l)ad 
entails, t 

I have heard him cite with great glee a. saying of Lord 
Ihurlow, that tlie dcca’ces of the Scoteli fliidges were least orlmnnl- 
to be respected wlien tliey were nmmhnnus, as in lliat case 
f hey probably, without thought, liad followed the first of tluFir "**^”*^’ 
number who had exjiressed an ojnnion, — whereas, wheni they 
^\cre divided they might be expeeted to have jiaid some atten- 
tion to the subject. But I must content myself with adding 
Lord Eldon’s own account of bis pcrfonnanctNS in ibis line, as 
taken from the Aisecdote Book : — ‘‘ Tln re was luxarcurn- 
stance that gave me greater satisfaction uiioii iny quitting 
office than the strong testimonies 1 receiveil in letters froni 
the President of the Court of Session, and the Lord Justi(;e 
Clerk of Scotland, testifying tlie simse cnt(irtained in Scot- 
land of my administration in the House of Lords of the law 
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* Sec a very full and interesting account of this procectling in Macdueen’s 
‘ Practice of the House of T^ords," p. 443. 

t Ascogcase; Tillicoultry case, Sandford, 110. 
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of Scotland in the lieaidng of Scotch appeals, and the appli- 
cation made to me by the Lord President, at the instance of 
those whom he mentioned in one of his letters, that I would 
continue to attend the House of Lords to assist in the deci- 
sion of Scotch causes. Very early in the time of my attend- 
ance in the House of Lords, as a counsel, I expressed to the 
then Lord Chancellor, Lord Thurlow, my anxiety not to ap- 
pear as counsel in that House in Scotch causes. This he 
discouraged so strongly, that I was obliged to abandon my 
purpose. To make myself master of such points in Scotch 
law, as it was necessary for me to understand in order to be 
able to do my duty at the Bar, was wliat required so much 
time and labour, and withdrew me so much from practice in the 
Courts below, tliat I was anxiously desirous to avoid being 
concerned in Scotch causes. Wlien I became Chancellor, the 
duty of deciding such causes was most extremeJy painful, and 
required infinite labour. I was, however, for some time, 
assiste<l by two Ex-Chancellors, Lords Thurlow and liough- 
borough. I have the comfort of having reason to believe 
that my administration in this part of my duty was satisfac- 
tory; and whilst the number of appeals greatly increased, 
and by some were alluded to as j)rool*s of delay in that ad- 
ministration, — by others, and those who knew best what was 
the fact, that increase of ap])eals, 1 was assured, was occasioned 
by the confidence which the lieges of Scotland had in the 
judgment to Avhich they appealed. Some thouglit, that in 
decision in Scotch causes 1 was too much influenced by the 
principles of English law. There was no one danger against 
which I guarded myself so anxiously as the danger that 1 
might be so influenced. Whether all the pains I took to pro- 
tect .myself and the Scotch suitors ^against this danger were 
thoroughly eflectual, I cannot determine; I believe they 
were. But he must know little of the operations of the 
human mind, who can be positively certain, that he can with- 
draw, in the administration of Scotch judicature, wholly and 
absolutely from that mind, the influence which may have been 
created in it by the daily and hourly contemplation of the 
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rules and principles of English law, through a long course of 
years.” 

I must take a final leave of Loiil Eldon as a magistrate, 
with the painful consciousness that I have conveyed but a very 
imperfect notion to the reader either of his judicial merits 
or defects, although actuated by a sincere desire to do justice 
to both. 

He himself tells us tliat on the bench he had three objects 
in view : — Looking back,” he said, “ to my judicial con- 
duct, I hope with no undue partiality or self-indulgence, I 
can never be deprived of the comfort I rccifn e, when I recol- 
lect, that in great and important cases, I have endeavoured 
to sift all the principles and rules of law to tlic bottom, for 
the piirj)Osc of laying down, in each new and important ease 
as it arises, something, in the first place, which may satisfy 
the parties that I liave taken [)ains to do my duty ; something, 
in the second j)lacc, which may inform those, who, as counsel, 
arc to take care of the interests of their clients, what the 
reasons arc upon which I have proceeded, and may enable 
them to examine, whether justice has hceiidone; and further, 
something which may contribute towards laj'ing down a rule, 
so as to save those who may succeed to me in this great 
situation much of that labour wdiu;h I have had to iindcrgo, 
by reason of cases having l)eeji not so deterinincd, and by 
reason of a due exposition of the grouiuls of judgment not 
having been so stated.”* His first two oljeets w(jre cfl'ectu- 
ally attained, but I am much afraid that his successors, who 
are fond of ease, arc little beholden to him, for it has been 
truly said, a sense of duty incited him to, and sup|)orled 
hiiii in, the continued toil of a quarter of a century, in erect- 
ing and forming a structure which it is the labour of a Ike to 
gain an adequate comprehension ol^ — 

MAKA'PEXSI tf6pwv avrd^m (tq a/xoiS-fi. ** f 

I cannot more fairly finish this head tlian with two con- 
flicting statements of his judicial performances — the one by a 
keen satirist, the other by an imliscriininatlng admirer. 

* Attorney Ca'ncral v. Skiiinei^i' Company, 2 Russell, 4(i7. 
f Law Review, No. IV. p. 284, 
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“ It would be difficult, we conceive, to deny tliat lie more 
frequently gives proof of caution than of boldness, of suhtletif 
than of vujonr, in his reasonings — tliat in the determination 
of particular eases, he seems too often to exercise his inge- 
nuity in raising up doubts and difficulties, rather than in clear^ 
hig them away — and, above all, that he confines himself far 
too rigidly to the decision of the special matters that come 
before him, tJoithout ahniny either at the establishment of general 
principles, and the improvement of the science he professes^ or 
at the correction of those vices in the constitution or adminis- 
tration of his Court, of which he daily liears and secs too 
imich to make it conceivalJc tliat lie should be ignorant. 

“We shall find, in his judgments, a tortuous and mazy 
involution, parenihesis suffocated by parenthesis, a profuse, 
ineleynnt, and cimdtrous verbiage, which afflicts the reader toith 
a sense of obscurity, and a most painful image of labour at 
once interminable and unproductive. IMoaning, iu itself never 
redundant or excessive, struggling in vain through a heavy 
and op[)rcssivc load of ([ualifications, and limitations, and 
restrictions, enjcps into light, at length, in a shape and in 
dimensions little cal(adate<l to repay the wcarisomencss of 
pursuit, from its first introduction, through its general at- 
tenuation and diminution, to its final extinction. 

‘^Jn what part of those umj)le magazines of learning 
(bonded ivarehoiiscs under double lock), to which allusion has 
before been made, will the painful and Jainting student find 
any of his adjudications which iine<|uivocally enlarge, correct 
or define the rules of Kfjuitg in wliich he has been so long cn- 
g.aged? Why, his decisions are absolutelg the exclusion of all 
concliisioiC'* * 

lint, says Charles llutler, In profound, extensive, and 
accurate knowledge of the principles of his Court, and the 
rules of practice which regulate its proceedings — incomplete 
recollection and just appreciation of former decisions — in 
discerning the inferences to be justly drawn from them — in 
the power of instantaneously applying this immense theoro- 


Kilinbur^h Review, Oct. 1S2S. 
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ticiil £111(1 jjractical knowledge to the business iininecli*.ittj^ 
before the Court — in perceiving, almost with intuitive 
readiness on the lirst opening of a case, its real state and the 
ultimate conclusion of E(pnty upon it, yet investigating it 
with the most conscientious, most minute, and most edifying 
industry, — in idl, or in any of these requisites for a due 
discharge of Ids high office, Lord Eldoii, if lie has been 
equalled, has assuredly never been surpassed by any of his 
predecessors.” * 

I am sorry to say that as I proceed I £im called upon to 
speak of Lord Kldoii mucli less favourably, for jdtliough he 
was a great Jmhje ho was not a great Man. Deciding justly 
between plaintifts and dclendants, lie did nothing to correct 
abuses or to adajit our judicial system to the altered condition 
of the (joiintry. Hence bis defcnd(.TS only make him say — 

«< jion in fU’cK ra veni ” — 

insisting that as first Judge of the land, nothing (^oidd be 
required of him beyond attending to the adminlslration of 
justice in Ids own Court. Hut let us lu?ar wlait is sidil on 
this subject by tlic most illustrious of (Miiiiiecllors : IVai 
(’xmteiit do cette attention particuliiTc qui sc rcidernie dans 
le cerclc etroit de la (!ausc d(‘s plaidcurs, la siqHM iorite de son 
gchile Ini ins])irera cette attention generale (jid enibrasse 

* llcMMiniscfiH'os, p. I / I. Tin* ‘(rii-tiirc's in tin? Iviinl)nr';Ii Hoviuw 

|)rob;il>ly never iv.u-hwl llio ( and IK lit* sau' them, lie was no doiiht 
told, :iiid he helicrved, that tliey jiroeeeded Krom )M)litieal raueonr ; hut (Iharh's 
Ihiller’.s pane^ryric being eagerly laid before him by his seerelary, lie thiiv. ad- 
dressed the autlior : — 

Dear Sir, JDtli April, 

“ Seeing your ‘ lleininiseeiiees ’ r.lll-red to ilie piihlie, I have placed them in 
my library. 1 wish 1 could .satisfy myself that L</id lOldon was entitled to all 
the a])pro1)atlon which your jiartiality has bestowed upon him. 1 have ventured 
to think that my life exhibits a ri'iiiai kahle proof of wlial may be done, in a free 
country, by moderate talents and never-ceasing industry,* but I li.ive nevi^- pre- 
suiiied to think that I had the merit you have Ineii pleased to think it good to 
ascribe to me. I have felt more coii.solation than I eaii express, in reatliiig, in a 
part of your work, what a coiisiderahle person .stated in answer to tlie imputa- 
tion of being dilatory. This has been often, ;iiid I admit most fairly, impiiletl 
to rnc ; to all who accuse me of it, I wish to give, as my answer, the passage I 
allude to. I must soon quit this steno ; whether any memory of me will sur- 
vive me, I know not, hut 1 hope I iniy have deseemlauts professing the laiw : 
and if 1 ’have (us they must study the works of (..’harles Hiiiler, if they mean 
to understand their profession), tho.se deseeiidants at least will he laoglit to en- 
tertain, upon very considerable autiioiity, a favour.ible opinion of the cliar.ieter 
of their aneestor. *• Voui s, dear *Sir, 

“ I'b.no.N.” 
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l^rdre entier de la socicte civile, ct qui est presque aussi 
^tendue qiic les besoins de rhumanit6. Etre encore plus 
occiipo du droit public que du droit prive ; avoir toujours les 
yeux ouverts sur la conduitc des ministres inferleurs de la 
justice ; veuger le client trompc de Tabus qu’on a fait de sa 
confiance, et punir Tavidite du defenseur infidelc, dans Ic 
temps quo Tequitc du magistrat fait eclater le bon droit de la 
partie ; rej)andre un esprit de regie et de discipline dans tous 
les membres du vastc corps do la magistraturc ; arreter Tin- 
justice dans sa source, ct, par quelques lignes d’un ri^lemeiit 
salutairc, prevenir les proces avoc plus d’avantage pour Ic 
public et plus de veritable gloire pour le magistrat que s’il les 
jugeait : — voila le digne objet de la supreme magistraturc ; 
e’est la cc qui couronne le merite de son apjdication dans le 
temps qu’elle excrce ses jugements,” * 

Lord Eldon himself really seems once to have entertained 
these views ; for, on taking his scat In the Court of Chancery, 
lie expressed strong indignation at the frauds committed 
under cover of the bankrujit laws, and his determination to 
repress such practices. Upon this subject his Lordship ob- 
served, that the abuse of tlic bankrui)t laws is a disgrace to 
the country ; and it would be better at once to repeal all the 
statutes, than to sullcr them to be applied to such purposes. 
There is no mercy to the estate. Notliing is less thought of 
than the interest of creditors. Commissions, in the country 
particularly, arc merely considered the stock in trade of the 
solicitor. He appoints the commissioners, and they tax his 
bill in return. Unless the Court hold a strong hand over 
such proceedings, it is itself accessory to as great a nuisance 
as any known in this land.” Yet it was not till the reign of 
William IV., wlien the Great Seal had passed into other 
hands, that there was any alteration in the so severely con- 
demned system of Commissioners of Bankrupts, cither in town 
or country ; and for a quarter of a century, under Lord Eldon, 
the Court continued accessory to the nuisance, which, ac- 
cording to his own sentence, ought to have been abatcd.f 

* OSuvres dc D'Agiicsscau, tom. i. p. 18.5. 8vo cd. 

11c encouraged Mr. Eden (afterwards Lord Henley) in preparing 6 Geo. 4* 
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So he declaml early in his career: is absolutely ne- 

cessary that it should be perfectly understood, that the 
property of schools, all over the kingdom, is dealt with in a 
manner most grossly improvident, amounting to the most 
direct breach of trust.” Nevertheless, while by narrow- 
minded decisions he prevented any improvement being in- 
troduced judicially into these institutions, he not only ab- 
stained from seeking to reform them by legislation, but 
sneered at an act passed by Sir Samuel liomilly, for the 
better administration of all charities. 

In no other departniont was he more active as a law re- 
former. He did not think, like one of his successors, that the 
Chancellor alone w'as able, ivitb proper vigour, to do all the 
business of the Court, but often truly declared, that its judicial 
strength was wliolly insufficient. Yet he took no adequate 
measures to remedy the deficiency. Although aware of all 
the facts proved before the Commission a])j minted in 1824, 
which showed that all the procedure in a cause, — from the 
filing of thoUill to the execution of the decree, — was calculated 
to occasion delay and expense, — he never even attempted to 
supply a remedy, oitlier by his own authority or by Act of 
Parliament. It is a cui-ious fact that, having held the ( ireat 
Seal longer than any Chancellor since the foundation of the 
monarchy, he left the Court exactly as he found it, and that 
the “ New Orders,” framed on the suggestion of tlie Cliaii- 
cery Commissioners, were not pul)lislied till the accession of 
Lord Lyndhnrst. Tlie only Bills lie ever brought into 
Parliament, or cordially supported, w’erc for suspending the 
Habeas Corpus — putting down ])ublic meetings — render- 
ing persons convicted a second time for a political libel sub- 
ject to transportation beyond tlic seas, — and extending the 
laws against high treason.* 

He frustrated the efforts of llomilly and Mackintosh to 


c*. 16\, which consolidated the bankrupt statutes, but left these abuses exactly as 
they were. 

An cN'ceptioii oii^ht to have been made of the famous stattite, calh-fl pur 
f'-rccllciircf ‘‘ Lord Emjon’s Act,” — “to enipow'cr the Lord Cluiiiufllor to make 
serjeaiit!:i-ul-law in vacation as well as in term time ! ! !’* — pissed in ISlIj. 
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niitlgjite and ainciicl our penal code, fiftd I suspect that he 
retarded and enfeebled those of Sir llobert Peel.* 

lie even resented any effort of Courts of law, propria 
vigor c to imju’ove their procedure — as by dispensing with 
the production of written instruincnts, lost or destroyed — 
or by granting a commission to examine witnesses abroad, 
without tlic aid of a Court of cqulty.f 

lie came into power,” said Mr. Millar boldly, while Lord 
Eldon was still Chancellor at a conjuncture, when the de- 
cided change which was taking place in the texture of society, 
when increasing wealth, commerce, and population indicated 
that a greater change in our law and legal institutions would 
soon become desirable than had taken jdaee at any antecedent 
period of our history. Had he prompted, promoted, or super- 
intended this great work, the length of his reign and extent 
of his influence would have enabled him to bring it almost or 
altogether to its completion, and thus to have left a monument 
to his memory which it falls to the lot of few individuals to 
have the power of erecting. Unfortunately for the country 
and his own repulailon he has pursued a totally opposite 
course. Feeling that his strength did not lie in the depth 
and comjirolicnsiveness of his general views so much as in 
the extent of his acquaintance with the minutiic of precedents 
and practice, and [icrcciving also that the surest way of con- 
tinuing in place is to abstain from all innovation, his love of 
power combined with his love of superiority to induce him 
to withhold from all decided improvements himself, and lo 
look with an unfavourable eye on those which were proposed 
by others. In tliis course he has invariably persevered. It 
is probable that at this moment Lord Eldon has no conception 
of tljo sontiments which arc almost universally entertained of 
his judicial administration, either by the persons who frequent 
his court, or by those who arc capable of judging out of it. 

* I am much amtisod by findinpf the appointment of standing Commissioners 
of nankrii])ts in the year 1 83‘2, and scverfil of the Ucal Property Commission 
Hills, wbicii subsequently passed in spite of bis opposition, gravely imputed, by 
a very learned and elever wjriter, to tbe suggestions of Lord Eldon. — Law 
Uericur, No. IV. p* 279. 

t Sec 3 Swanslon, 124. 


t A.D. 1824. 
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lie has never heard the truth spoken with that freedom and 
alfection with which it flows from the. lips of friends of equal 
understanding. It is one of his greatest misfortunes that 
through life he has made age, submissiveness, and mediocrity 
the passports to his favour, and has as steadily kept aloot 
from men of liberal and independent minds as they liave kept 
aloof from him.” * 

An apologist says, “ lie saw with intentive acuteness the insunicient 
abuse, but ^ liis heart failed him for fear ’ when lie came to 
apply the remedy. Timidity of temper, and excess of official 
toil, are sufficient reasons for this reserve, without imputing 
unworthy motives, as harsh professional critics have not 
scrupled to do.” f lie has been compared, rather rashly, to 
D’Agncsscau, who, according to St. Simon, being asked 
whether Avith his cx[)crience of the chicanery of the law, and 
the length of legal proceedings, he had never thought of some 
regulation which might put an cud to them, answered, ^ I 
had gone so far as to commit to writing the plan of such a 
regulation ; but after I had made some progress, I reflected 
on the great number of avoeats^ cwonesy and huissirrsy whom 
it would ruin, — compassion for them made the pen drop 
from my hand.’ ” But it is a well-known fact that the vir- 
tuous French Chancellor, after due deliberation, introduced 
most important reforms in the procedure of the Courts at 
Paris, without respect to the profit of himself or others. 

In considering Lord Eldon as a pollHdniiy I begin w'ith Lord lOl- 
thc eulogium (using the liberty to abridge it) of one well 
qualified to estimate his qualities in this line : — “ He pos- 
sessed a consummate power of managing men, an admirable 
address in smoothing difficulties Avith princes, of whom he 
had large experience, and a degree of political boldness whfre 
real peril approached, or obstacles, seemingly insurmountable, 
were to be got over, that contrasted strongly Avith his habits 
of doubting about nothing, and conjuring up shadowy em- 
barrassments, and involving things of little moment in ima- 
ginary puzzles, — thercrc. tioii of an inventive and subtle brain. 


* Millar on the Civil Law of England, 525. 
VOL. vii. X 


t 2 Townsend, 457, 458 
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The counsellor, so hesitating in answering an important case 
— the judge, so prone to doubt, that he could hardly bring his 
mind to decide one — was, iii all that practically concerned 
his party or himself, as ready to take a line, and to follow it 
with determination of purpose, as the least ingenious of ordi- 
nary politicians. On great occasions — that is, the occasions 
which put his interest or his power in jeopardy — a less 
wavering actor, — indeed, one more ready at a moment’s warn- 
ing to go all lengths for the attainment of his object never 
appeared upon the political stage. His fears in this respect 
very much resembled his conscientious scruples, of which no 
man spoke more or felt less ; he was about as often the slave 
of them as the Indian is of his deformed little gods, which he 
now makes much of, and now breaks to pieces, or casts into 
the fire. Let there come any real embarrassment, any sub- 
stantial peril, which required a bold and vigorous act to ward 
it oft'; — let there be but occasion for nerves to work through a 
crisis which it asked no common boldness to face at all; — let 
there arise some new and strange combination of circum- 
stances, which, governed by no precedent, must be met by 
unprecedented measures; — and no man that ever sat at a coun- 
cil-board more quickly made up his mind, or more gallantly 
performed his part. Be the act mild or harsh, moderate or 
violent, — sanctioned by the Law and Constitution, or an o|ien 
outrage upon both, he was heard indeed to wail, and groan 
much of piteous necessity, — often vowed to God, spoke 
largely of conscience, complained bitterly of his hard lot, — 
but the paramount sense of duty overcame all other feelings ; 
and, with wailing and with tears, beating his breast, and only 
not tearing his hair, he did, in the twinkling of an eye, the 
act which unexpectedly discomfited his adversaries, and se- 
cured his own power for ever. He, who would adjourn a 
private road or estate bill for weeks, unable to make up his 
mind on one of its clauses, or would take a month to decide 
on what terms sonic amendment should be allowed in a suit, 
could, without one moment’s hesitation/ resolve to give the « 
King’s consent to the making of laws when his Majesty was 
in such a state of mental disease, that the keeper of his 
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person could not be suffered to quit the royal closet for an 
instant, while his patient was, with the keeper of his con- 
science, performing the highest function of sovereignty.” * 
But consummate as was his skill in party maiKXJuvrcs — 
in acquiring and retaining office, — slender praise can be 
bestowed upon him as a statesman. It is a strange but un- 
doubted fact, that when he had once formed a Cabinet, he 
gave himself very little trouble about its measures. I have 
heard that even upon law questions he would generally give 
no opinion — desiring Lord Liverpool, or the Premier for the 
time being to consult the Attorney and Solicitor General, 
lie was utterly ignorant of foreign politics, and his only 
maxim for the domestic government of the country was to 
preserve all things as he found them when he first entered 
public life, unless where he thought he saw a necessity for 
new coercive laws. Mistrusting the most specious im- 
provements, considering any organic change as synonymous 
with confusion, and satisfied that audacity in reform was the 
principle of revolution, he paid too little heed to the advanc- 
ing spirit of investigation, and persisted in following at the 
flood those ancient fonis and pathways, which could only be 
pursued with safety at an ebb tidc.”t 

• Lord UrouRham’s Statesmen, 2d series, 51. .58. Altliougb he had no 
doubts where power was concerned, he did not act with tfie same decision 
respecting least when delay did not prevent him Irnin deciding 

at any time in his own favour. ** lie liiid, it appears, entertained some 
doubts upon the right of tlic Chancellor to receive, fur ids own use, the 
large fees in bankruptcy, wbieb used, before the change in 18;12, to form part 
of the emoluments and which former Chancellors had never hesitated to lake 
as a matter of right and of course. His douhts were great; he could not 
solve tbem ; he could not get over them ; he oftentimes consulted the officers ; 
oftentimes chatted on the matter with Mr. Richards; often did he seek fc»r 
light from Heaven, and assuredly much would he have groaned over it when 
found if unfavourable to the claim. Rut all in vain ; nothing could be found 
satisfactory. So he would not touch the fees; but desired that they ndgbt all 
he carried to a separate account for a year or two. At length, and long after he 
had ceased to discu.ss the subject, apparently to think of it, just before the 
Court rose for the summer, he called for the Secretary of Hunkriipts, and 
asked to how much the fund then set apart amounted ? It had reached an 
enormous sum ; and, as if that which should have added force to his doubts 
were .suffiMejR to dispel them, or as if the force of temptation applied to his 
mind weri&^tSp;.. strong to be resisted, and powerful enough to overcome its 
doubting propensities, h# in one word directcc! the whole to be transferred to ids 
account, — in wliicb, be it observed, he was perfectly right, no mortal but him- 
self having ever been able to descry the shadow of a reason for questioning the 
claims of the Great Seal to this fund.** — Law Rtview^ No. II. p. 275. 

f 2 1'ownsend, 457. 
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Ills inordinate love of political prosecutions and measures 
of coercion seemed to Le morbid and incurable. By bis 
course of policy be no doubt thought that he preserved tlic 
Constitution of his country ; but in truth he greatly endan- 
gered it. A few drops more of Eldonine^ and we should 
have had the Peoplio’s Ciiakter.”* Notwithstanding 
his furious resistance to the disfranchisement of a single 
corrupt borough, peidiaps he would now acknowledge that 
since the Reform Bill our representative system stands on a 
surer basis than in the times when he thought it unsafe to 
allow the nation to enjoy the Habeas Corpus, or the holding 
of public meetings to petition Parliament, and he could not 
deny that the popularity and the influence of the Church have 
considerably increased since all the civil disabilities of the 
Dissenters have been removed, although he thought that it 
would be fatal to religion if they should be allowed to 
marry in their own way. My own firm opinion is, that by 
the liberal measures which he so severely reprobated, we 
have escaped a revolution which would have been violent, 
bloody, and destructive. 

Lord Eldon must, at all events, be allowed to be free from 
tlie suspicion of sudden political conversion. Qualis ah in-- 
cepto he continued without flinching to his dying day. The 
sentiments expressed by him at the last Pitt dinner which he 
attended f varied in nothing from his first address to the 
electors of Weobly.f ‘Ht should be recollected, that his attach- 
ment to the institutions of England, as he first knew them, 
was one of the laws of his moral and intellectual nature ; it 
might be narrow, bigoted, inconvenient ; incapable of grace- 
fully bending to the necessities of the times ; but still it was 
part of his true self; an attack on Church and State was to 
him the same thing as a violation of his paternal roof, or an 
insult to a domestic affection.” § 


* Quarterly Review, vol. Ixxiii. 5^12. 

f Sentiments very unlike those of the statesman whose name was usurped. 

t I am not aware of any opinion he ever changed, except that in 179.5 he 
agreed with Lord Kenyon in the answer to George nl., that the coronation 
oath was not binding on the King in his legislative capacity, but afterwards 
loudly asserted that it disqualiSed the King from giving the royal assent to any 
act mitigating the Roman Catholic penal code. 

§ Q. Rev. vol. Ixxv. p. 42. ^ 
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Yet his steadiness to his opinions did not interfere with his 
political intrigues, or prevent him from choosing or changing 
leaders, or associates, according to his views of expediency. 

His temporary connection,” says Mi\ W. K. Surtees, with 
Queen Caroline when Princess of Wales, and perhaps some 
other incidents, suffice to show, that in piil)lic life there was 
no deficiency on the iirirpcr occasion of a convenient versa- 
tility — an invaluable ingredient to those who would rise. 
It was iwobably from a consciousness of this, that he so per- 
tinaciously arrogated to himself the credit of iindeviating 
consistency, [in political attachments as well as principles,] 
and that flattery, of which he was somewhat exacting, iievia* 
stole more sweetly upon Ins car, than when it invested him 
with this attribute ! ” * 

In weighing flic deserts of a Chancellor, much consideration 
is to be given to the exercise of his immense patronage. Very 
qualified praise only can be bestowed upon Lord Eldon in 
this department. lie was disposed to do what was right, 
both in lay and ecclesiastical promotion ; but he had no zeal 
ill discovering and rewarding merit, and he often allowed 
hiiiiself to be swayed by undue influence. The solicitations 
of the royal family,” says Mr. Twiss, were Ids chief embar- 
rassment.” f Wldlc we arc indebted to him for such judges 
as Abbot, Holroyd, Baylcy, Littledale, and Ilicllardso1^, he 
was made an instrument for advancement of others who, 
though honourable men, were extremely incoin])etent, from the 
want of ability or of professional knowledge, or of botli. He 
was thus assailed l)y many gibes from the witlings of Wtjst- 
minstcr Hall, — one example of which I may give in a saying 
respecting a near connection of a court physician, whose ad- 
vancement to the bench ivas defended on the ground that he 
was a judge by prescription,^^ 

When Lord Eldon was pressed to make a b:ul appointment, 
his way was to delay it as long as possible, and by seeming re- 
luctance to throw the blame off his own shoulders. I Ic rescued 
one of the sujicrior courts from having a Chief wliolly unskilled 
in the first rudiments of law, though a man of singular natural 
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acuteness ; but he made the same individual a puisne Baron, 
giving him power to decide upon questions of property and life, 
lie said himself, in conversation, On occasion of a vacancy 
on the bench, by the death of one of the puisne Judges, the 
Prime Minister of that day took upon himself to recommend 
a certain gentleman to the King as a very fit person to fill 
that vacancy: and finding there was a disposition in the 
King to take that recommendation, I very respectfully urged 
that it was on the responsibility of the Lord Chancellor that 
these Judges were appointed, and that I should not consider 
myself worthy of holding the Great Seal if I permitted the 
advice of any other man to be taken — at the same time ten- 
dering my resignation. The Minister gave way, and the gen- 
tleman I recommended was appointed.” But, giving full 
faith to tlie story, it shows only a resistance (so far very pro- 
per) to tlic usurpation of the Prime Minister on the rights 
of the Cliancellor — not a resistance to an appointment which 
would be injurious to the public. 

Of the degree to which he really would stand out on such 
occasions we have an amusing instance in the Diary of Sir 
Samuel llorailly, under date 24 June, 1815: — ‘^Amongst 
the other obstructions to the prosecution of suits has been 
the Chancellor’s delay in the appointment of a Master in the 
placcfof Mr. Morris. That gentleman died on the 13th of 
April last, and it was only yesterday that Mr. Jekyll was 
aj)pointed to succeed him. The Prince’s favour has procured 
him that appointment. As soon as the vacancy happened, it 
was known that Jekyll was to be appointed. The Chancel- 
lor, however, has delayed all this time filling up the office at 
very great inconvenience to the suitors, — only, as it should 
seem, to show his sense of the impropriety of the appoint- 
ment, — and a more improper one could hardly be made ; for, 
with a thousand good and amiable qualities, as a private man, 
and with very good talents, Jekyll is deficient in almost every 
qualification necessary to discharge properly the duties of a 
^Master in Chancery. If the Chancellor had meant to show 
with what deliberation he could make a bad appointment to 
a very important judicial office, and with how strong a sense 
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of the impropriety of it he could surrender 'Up to the Prince 
that patronage which it is a duty he owes to the public to ex- 
ercise himself, he could not have contrived matters better 
than he has done.” * 

Let us now have Lord Eldon’s own account of this same 
transaction: — "The fact was, that Jekyll was a great fa- 
vourite with every body; he was the descendant of an 
eminent lawyer. Sir Joseph Jekyll, who had been Master of 
the Kolls ; every body wished him to be well provided for in 
a proper mode. Nobody wished that more than I wished it ; 
but I hesitated for weeks and months before I made the ap- 
pointment. His most anxious and most powerlid well- 
wisher was the Prince llegent, who was very much attached 
to him, and with whom Jekyll had spent many convivial 
hours. He was a person of great humour and wit, and in- 
dulged himself in manifesting his wit and humour to a great 
extent, and, I believe, without having ever said an ill-natured, 
provoking, or rude thing, of or to any man whilst he was so 
indulging himself. The Prince Regent, after having applied 
to me repeatedly at Carlton House to appoint Mr. tf ekyll the 
Master, without effect, and having often observed that a man 
of his sense and abilities would soon be able to learn his 
business (which might be very true, but the appointment 
would nevertheless introduce a most inconvenient host of can- 
didates from the Common Law Bar for Chancery offices), at 
length, in furtherance of his purpose, took the following 
step : — He came alone to my door in Bedford Square. Upon 
the servants going to the door, the Prince Regent observed 
that, as the Chancellor had the gout, he knew he must be at 
home, and he therefore desired he might be shown up to the 
room where the Chancellor was. My servants told, the 
Prince I was much too ill to be seen. He, however, pressed 
to be admitted, and they, very properly and respectfully, in- 
formed him that they had positive orders to show in no one. 
Upon whioji he suddenly asked them to show him the stair- 
case, which, you know, they could not refuse to do. They 
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attended him to it, and he immediately ascended, and pointed 
first to one door, then to another, asking, ‘ Is that your 
master’s room?’ — they answering, * No,’ — until he came to 
the right one; upon which he opened the door and seated 
himself by my bedside. Well, I was rather surprised to see 
his Royal riighness, and inquired his pleasure. He stated 
he had come to request that I would appoint Jekyll to tlie 
vacant Mastership in Cliancery. I respectfully answered, 
tliat I deeply regretted his Royal Highness should ask that, 
for I could not comply. He iiKpiired why I could not, and 
I told him, simply because, in my o])inion, Mr. Jekyll was 
totally unqualified to discliargc the duties of that office. He, 
however, repeated his request, and urged very strongly. I 
again refused, and for a great length of time he continued to 
urge, and I continued to refuse, saying Mr. Jekyll was unfit 
for the office, and I would never agree. His Highness 
suddenly threw himself back in Ills cliair, exclaiming, ‘ How 
I do pity Lady Eldon!’ ‘Good God,’ I said, ‘what is the 
matter?’ — ‘ Oli, nothing,’ answered the Prince, ‘except tliat 
she never will see you again, for here I remain until you 
promise to make Jekyll a Master in Cluincery.’ Well, I was 
obliged at length to give in, — I could not help it. Others 
ought really to be very delicate in blaming appointments 
made liy jiersons in authority, for there often arc very many 
circumstances totally unknown to the public. However, 
Jekyll got on capitally. It was an uncxj)ectcd result. One 
of my friends met liini after he was appointed, and asked him 
how ill the world he came to be picked out for that office, 
and he answered that he supposed it was because he was the 
most unfit man in the country. Now, y'^ou sec this very con- 
sciousness of his own want of ability led him in all difficult 
cases to consult two or three other Masters in Cliancery, and, 
being guided by two or three experienced heads, he never 
got wrong. Thus he executed his office very reasonably 
well. He continued in office for a considerable ^inie, till in- 
disposition and age obliged him to retire upon the usual 
pension. I met him in the street the day after his retire- 
ment ; when, according to his usual manner, he addvessed me 
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in a joke : — ‘ Yestercky, Lord Chancellor, I was your master: 
— to-day' I am my own master/”* 

At tlic solicitation of Lady Eldon, he made a more ex- 
ceptionable appointment, to the same office, of a militia cap- 
tain, who had been very useful in rescuing his family from a 
mob. t Yhc greater number of his Masters, however, were 
well chosen. I have great pleasure in coinincmorating one 
of them, my lamented friend the late Lord Henley, who had 
well earned his promotion by editing the 'Reports of Lord 
Northington’s decisions, and by consolidating the statutes 
respecting bankruptcy. Lord Eldon thus sincerely men- 
tioned him ill a letter to Sir Robert Peel : ‘‘ Mr. Eden suc- 
ceeds Mr. Courteney, and the professional knowledge which 
lie has manifested in several jmblications I think fully au- 
thorise $ the opinion I confidently entertain that, with ex- 
jicrlcnce and diligence, he will do credit to the appointment.” § 
All the Masters in Chancery hud been nominated by Lord 
Eldon, and their emoluments increasing much in his time from 
the very accumulation of arrears, by this body he was imani- 
moiisly considered a most deserving and faultless judge. 

Of his stingy distribution of honours to the Rar, I must 
speak with forbearance, having myself been one of the suf- 
ferers. Although he himself laid asked and obtained a silk 
gown at the end of seven years after his call to the Bar, lie 
declined to give one to me when 1 had been twenty years at 
the Bar, and had for several years cnjoy(^d the decided I(?ad 
of my circuit. This, like the far more fliigrant injustice 
done to Scarlett, might appear to have been from political 
prejudice; but he treated still worse liis particular friend, 
Charles AVethercll, who shared all his sentiments in Chunrli 
and State, besides enjoying deservedly high professional 
eminence, and who, when wxll stricken in years, was 

• Twiss, cli. xxxvii. 

t At Ibis time the I^ord Chancellor a]>pointcil to the office of his t)\vn s ilo 
authority, by putting; a black velvet cap on the head of the new Master in open 
Court. Tt> i^uard against such abuses, by Sc 4 W. 1 V. c. 94. the patronage 
1 VUS noiniiially transferred to the Crown, but stiff ivitli the iiiteiilion that tho 
recommendation of the Masters in Chancery, as of the puisne .Judges, should 
be in the Chancellor, subject to the check winch the form of taking the royal 
pleasure imposes; and to him it ought to rcnuiiii, rather than to the Piiiiu; 
Minister or the Secretary to the Treasury. 

^ \ Sic. • § March, iH2G. 
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allowed to remain without a full-bottom wig to cover his 
grey hairs. * These instances arc probably to be explained 
from a mere love of procrastination^ and the dislike of being 
driven to decide upon the pretensions of other gentlemen at 
the bar of equal standing and more doubtful claims. But 
his conduct in not giving the rank of King’s counsel to Mr. 
Brougham and Mr. Denman was positively culpable, and 
proceeded from a sordid motive. When appointed by Queen 
Caroline her Attorney and Solicitor General, they actually, 
as of right, had worn silk gowns and sat within the bar ; 
but on her death they were obliged to appear without the bar 
in stuff gowns — and so they remained as long as Lord 
Eldon held the Great Seal, because they had given offence 
to George IV. by an honest and strenuous defence of their 
royal mistress. Now, it was clearly the duty of Lord Eldon 
to have done what Lord Lyndhurst and the Duke of Wel- 
lington afterwards nobly and effectually did, — to have re- 
spectfully but firmly represented to the King that his Majesty’s 
resentment proceeded upon an erroneous impression, and that 
to act upon it was unbecoming his exalted station. When 
Lord Eldon had surrendered the Great Seal, and Mr. 
Brougham first, and after some delay Mr. Denman likewise — 
had obtained the professional rank to which they had been long 
entitled. Lord Eldon tried to exculpate himself by throwing 
all the odium upon George IV. ; but the Keeper of the 
King’s Conscience ” was infinitely more to blame, for he had 
been withheld from cojiveying the truth to the royal car by 
the dread of giving offence and losing the royal favour, — on 
which he gloated, perhaps, still more than on the enjoyment 
of office. 

He was likewise accused, like Lord Hardwicke, but I 
think unjustly, of withholding peerages from those filling high 
legal offices, that he might not endanger his influence in the 
House of Lords. He concurred in the elevation of Lord 
Kedesdale, Lord Ellenborough, and 'Lord Manners, and 
always cordially co-operated with them. Sir William Grant, 

* Wetherell, when at last called within the bar, was of older standing than 
Lord Eldon himself had been when made Chancellor. 
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when made Master of the Bolls^ was wisely content to re- 
main a member of the House of Commons, where, being 
listened to with so much respect, he did more for his party, 
and for his own fame, than if he had been ennobled, I know 
that Chief Justice Abbott was not offered a peerage till Mr. 
Canning was Minister ; but Loi’d Eldon could lijive felt no 
jealousy of his oratorical powers, or his influence, and in a 
letter which I have before introduced*, he took a very sensible 
view of this difficult subject, t It could hardly be expected 
that he should encourage the notion of conferring a peerage 
upon Sir John Leach, who had been trying to undermine 
him, by pushing on the prosecution of Queen Caroline, and 
I doubt whether the presence of the author of the Milan 
commission would have been of much use to the deliberations 
of their Lordships, although he certainly would have en- 
livened them with some smart contests with the old Chan- 
cellor. Lord Eldon has been exposed to opposite censure 
for the rapid elevation of Lord Gifford that he might case 
himself from the incoiwenicnt pressure of Scotch appeals ; but 
this is said to have been the act of Lord Liverpool, and the 
favoured individual, although he had not fulfilled the early 
expectation entertained of his abilities, — if his life had been 
spared, might have left behind him a distinguished name. 

Lord Eldon is much to blame for his indiiference to the 
honour of his profession, and the interests of the public, in 
the appointment of the law officers of the Crown. This he 
left entirely to the Prime Minister for the time being, who, 
being necessarily unacquainted with the merits of legal prac- 
titioners, sometimes selected men indifferently qualified to act 
as Attorney or Solicitor General, or to fill high judicial 
offices, although in this lottery there did turn up for. the 
Government such prizes as Tindal and Copley. X 

* Ant^t p. 337. 

t The Crown certainly might grant a peerage for life ; and. in some instances, 
this prerogative might be usefully exercised ; but there would be much danger 
of its being abused ; and» with all the defects of the hereditary branch of tlic 
legislature, there would be great difliculty in finding a substitute for it, or in 
altering the mode of its formation. 

^ Lord Eldon used to declare that he had not only never seen, hut had never 
before heard, the names of some who were appointed to the office of Solicitor 
General ; and he levelled severe sarcasm not only against Garrow, but otlicrs, 
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In the disposal of his clerical patronage he certainly did 
little for extraordinary merit. He seemed to regard literature 
as a liglit and worthless weed, and to consider those, whether 
clerical or lay, who went in quest of it, as cast away on a 
barren and bleak shore.” * Yet he gave a living to Maurice, 
the author of the Indian Antiquities,” and he was the first 
patron of .Dr. Philpotts, the present Bishop of Exeter, whom, 
even those who difler from him on speculative questions, 
must admire for his talents and his learning. He likewise 
did kind and good-natured things in disposing of ecclesiasti- 
cal preferment, altliougli ‘^the solicitations of Queen Charlotte 
were so frequent as to entrench materially on his power of 
serving his friends.” f As soon tis he had got back to Bed- 
ford Square from being sworn in Chancellor, he wrote the 
following letter to a widow lady of his acquaintance, who hnd 
been in the habit of supplying him with home-baked bread 
from the country : — 

“ Dkau Madam, 

am this instant returned from the Queen’s House, where! 
liayc received the Great Seal. How long 1 may hold it 1 do not 
know ; but your goodness to me in giving ruo so many loaves, 
when the loaves and fishes were at the disposal of otliers, makes it 
fit tliat I should say, that if the infinite and pressing importunities, 
which under present difficult circumstances will amazingly tie up 
a Chancellor’s hands, sliould leave me the power of enabling your 
son to feel that he need not hereafter plague his diocesan about a 
licence, I shall be ghid to avail myself of it. 


M'ho bad been promoted without bis interference From tbe following letter to 

bim, it would appear that in George II I. ’s time be appointed always to tbe 
inueb less important offices of Attorney and Solicitor General to the Queen: 

“ Queen’s House, May 21st, 181f>. 

“ 'I be Queen is very sorry that ber visit to Windsor prevented ber acknow- 
ledging tbe receipt of tbe J.,ord Chancellor’s letter until this morning. TIjc 
Queen agrees with the Lord Cbauccllor, that Mr. Serjeant Vaughan shoubl 
succeed Mr. Hardinge u.s ber Attorney General, and leaves the filling up the 
olfice of Solicitor General to tbe choice of tbe Lord Chancellor, who has at all 
limes been so obliging as to settle it for her ; and on this, as well as on many 
other occasions, site has experienced, she has ever found it both a pleasure and a 
satisfiiction to abide by bis decision, 

“ Whenever tlie Lord Chancellor has settled it to his mind, the Lord Morton 
shall have tbe Queen’s orders to present both gentlemen. 

* 2 Townsend, 434 f Twiss, ch. Ixiii. 
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“ With Lady Eldon’s and my family’s kind regards to you and 
all your family, believe me, truly, yours, 

Eldon. 

“ April 1. 1807.*’ 

Very soon he actually gave a good living to the young 
clergyman alluded to, who well deserved the advancciucnt. 
lie likewise appointed his old preceptor, Moises, to be one 
of his cliaplaiiis, and was willing to advance him high in the 
Church. 

Ill the Anecdote Book, giving an account of his first 
election for Wcobly, he says, “ I lodged at the vicar’s, Mr. 
Bridge’s. lie had a daughter, a young child, and he said 
to me, ^ Who knows but you may come to be Chancellor? 
As rny girl can probably marry nobody but a chjrgyman, 
promise me you will give her husband a living when you 
have the Seals.’ I said, ^ Mr. Bridge, my promise is not 
worth half a crown, but you may have my pi*omise.’” 
AVhen ho had been some time Chancellor, while sitting one 
morning in his study, an interesting young girl broke in 
upon him — introduced herself as the daughter of the Vicar 
of Wcobly — modestly informed him of an affair of the heart 
which she had with a poor young clergyman — and informed 
him that a small Herefordshire living, whieli would make 
them happy, had the day licforc become vaiiant. Tlie se- 
cretary of presentations was immediately called in, and she 
carried back with her the presentation to this living in favour 
of her lover. 

The following was his answer to an apjilication for a piece 
of preferment from his old friend Dr. Fislier, of the Charter 
House : — 

Dear Fisher, 

“I cannot, to-day, give you tlie prcfuriricnt foi* wliicli you*a.sk. 

“ I remain your sincere friend, 

“ Eldon. 

Then, on the other side, “ Turn over.” 

“ I gave it to you yesterday.” 

He himself furnished the following narrative of another eccle- 
siastical appointment, redounding much to his credit ; When 


CHAP. 

CCXllI. 


Gratitudu 
of a parson. 



686 


CHARACTER OP 


CHAP. 

CCXUI, 


I went to enjoy repose at Encombe, I gave orders to be de- 
nied to all strangers, or I should have been beset witli ap- 
plicants. One of these was a country clergyman from the 
north of England, who found his way thither on foot, and 
asked for the Chancellor. The servant who opened the door 
said his Lordship was out shooting. ‘ Which way is he 
gone ? * replied the clergyman. ^ What is your business, 
Sir ? ’ asked the servant. ^ Never mind,’ rejoined the clergy- 
man : * only just tell me which way your master is gone.’ 
The servant pointed out the quarter in which the Chancellor 
was to be found, and the stranger, following the direction, 
was not long before he came up with a man carrying a gun, 
and accompanied by a brace of dogs, but somewhat shabbily 
dressed, — of whom he inquired whereabouts the Chancellor 
might be found. ^ Not far off,’ said the sportsman : and, just 
as he spoke, a covey of partridges got up, at which he fired, 
but without success. The stranger left him, crossed another 
field or two, and witnessed, from a little distance, the dis- 
charge of several shots as unproductive as the first. ^ You 
don’t seem to make much of that,’ said he, coming back ; * I 
wish you could tell me where to meet with Lord Eldon ? ’ 
— ^ Why then,’ said the other, * I am Lord Eldon.’ The 
clergyman fell a stammering and apologising, till the Chan- 
cellor asked him, rather shortly, whence he came, how he 
had got to Encombe, and what he wanted there ? ’ The poor 
clergyman said he had come from Lancashire to the Bull and 
Mouth in London ; and that, finding the Chancellor had left 
town, and having no money to spare, he had walked from 
London to Encombe ; and that he was Mr. — , the curate 
of a small parish, which he mentioned, and of which the in- 
cumj)cnt was just dead ; and that he was come to solicit the 
vacant benefice. ‘ I never give answers to applicants coming 
hither,’ said the Chancellor, ‘ or I should never have a mo- 
ment to myself ; and I can only express my regret that you 
should have taken the trouble of coming so far to no purpose.’ 
The suitor said, ^ If so, he had no alternative but to go back 
to the Bull and Mouth, where he expected to find a friend 
who would give him a cast back into Lancashire : ’ and with 
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n heavy heart, took leave. When he arrived at the Bull and 
Mouth, a letter, in an unknown hand, was waiting for him. 
He opened the cover with the anxious curiosity of a man to 
whom epistolary communications are rare ; and had the joy 
of finding in it a good-humoured note from the Chancellor, 
giving him the preferment.” ^^But now,” added Lord Eldon, 
with a waggish smile, see the ingmtitude of mankind. It 
was not long before a large present of game reached me, with 
a letter from my new-made rector, purporting that he had 
sent it me, because, from what he had seen of my shooting^ 
lie supposed I must be badly off for game ! Think of turning 
upon me in this way after the kindness I had done liim, and 
wounding me in my very tenderest point ! ” * 

By the following letter of Lord Nelson, written from the 
Downs, after his attack on Boulogne, it would rather appear 
that the Chancellor had been compelled, although in most 
courteous terms, to refuse an application from that hero. 
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Amazon, Sept. 17tli, 1801. 


“ My LokD) 

“ I feel very iniicli obliged by year open and very handsome 
answer to my request, which so exactly accords with wJiat my 


* I have received, from one who had ample means of observing, and on whose 
accuracy 1 can place the most implicit reliance, the following less favourable view 
of Lord Eldon’s conduct in this department, — which 1 feel iriyself bound to 
lay before the reader : — ** In the administration of his church patronage, he 
did not merit much praise. His delays in filling vacant bcnences were oUen 
positively scandalous, — extending to years in some instances. I believe that he 
occasionally received remonstrances from bishops on this head. In selecting the 
objects of his patronage, he was not anxious, or at least took little or no trouble, 
to ascertain the iitiicss of the persons recommended to him. Still less did he 
look out for meritorious clergymen, who, by their theological works or other., 
wise, had established a title to the favour of the great public patron. That no 
man of merit was preferred by him cannot be said : doubtless there were many 
such. But it would he difficult to select, during the twenty-five years in which 
he dispensed the Crown patronage, even five persons whom he chose because of 
their merit. His richest benefices were bestowed either on the application of 
members of the royal family, or on his own near connections, somctim*es with 
a disregard of propriety which was almost, or quite, scandalous. 

** During the period of Lord Eldon’s Chancellorship, more than twenty ap- 
pointments to prehcndal stalls fell vacant. Of these, few, if any, were given to 
men distinguished by talents, learning, or services to the Church ; not to one, it 
is feared, l^ause he was so distinguished. 

** Lord Thurlow, shameless as he was in heaping ben^Bces on a brother and a 
nephew, had yet the merit of selecting Horsley and White (celebrated in his 
day for his Bampton Lectures) as recipients of his more digniHed preferments. 
They both were placed by him in stalls ; * for they,' said he, * who defend the 
Church, ought to be seated in its highest places.*’* 
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friend Dawson told me of your character, and allow me to con- 
aider myself, in every respect, 

“ Your most obliged, 

“ Nelson and Bkonte.” 

He jocularly complained much of the longevity of his in- 
cumbents. ‘‘I have been very unlucky,” he writes to a 
friend, for the gentlemen who labour to consign others to 
immortality, seem to cling themselves most amazingly to this 
mortal world, and the rarity with which I have had vacancies 
of livings is really remarkable : certainly not in the propor- 
tion of one to a dozen, I believe, throughout all Lord Koss- 
lyn’s time.” Being strongly pressed by George HI. to con- 
fer a living upon the son of a court physician, he answered, 
I should be able more speedily to comply with your Ma- 
jesty’s wishes if your Majesty would be pleased to order your 
physicians to prescribe for my incumbents.” 

He gives this piteous account of the annoyance occasioned 
to him by his Church patronage : From persons great and 
small I have had, I may almost say, thousands of applications 
— most of them impudently framed, in effect upon some such 
notion as that I cannot myself have in the world a clergy- 
man that I can have any personal wishes in favour of, or a 
friend who has in any clergyman a friend in whose welfare 
he takes an interest. Many of these applications, however, 
come from persons whose weight throws much difficulty in 
my way, and more than I can easily remove. Besides this, 
in confidence be it spoken, the different branches of the Royal 
Family communicate their wishes, which are commands, that 
supersede even promises to others ; and, upon the whole, I 
assure you, 1 have little elbow room.” * 

In, the very important function of the Lord Chancellor of 

* All who have anything to do with the disposal of Crown livings must feel 
infinitely indebted to Lord Eldon for the excellent precedent be has left of an 
answer to an application for a next presentation. 

Sir [or Madam, pr My Lord], 

** I have had the honour to receive your letter respecting the living of — 

I trust that you will hot impute it to disrespect that I do not express at present 
any intention as to the disposal of it, except iii saying that no person can more 
strongly feel the necessity of placing, in these times, most exemplary clergymen 
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th6 appointment and removal of magistrates. Lord Eldon 
was exemplary, and he exercised a vigilant control in this 
department over the Bishop of Durham, who then was Count 
Palatine of the Bishopric, as well as over the Custodes Ro- 
tulorum throughout the kingdom. He was particularly strict 
respecting the removal of names from the Commission of the 
Peace, and he would suffer no man to be dismissed till heal’d 
in his defence, and proved guilty of some olfence disqualifying 
him from assisting in the administration of justice.* 

Before taking final leave of Lord Eldon as an official man, 
I should observe that he performed in a very exemplary 
manner his duties as Speaker of the House of Lords. He 
was courteous to every one — keeping up a familiar inter- 
course with Opposition peers, with whom he liked to chat on 
tlie woolsack, — and to whom he would sometimes make very 
free strictures on his colleagues, f 

At first he was rather too strict in enforcing what he con- 
sidered the orders of the House. lie would allow no j)ctition 
to be received which did not profess to be " humble,” — admit- 
ting no equivalent word, however submissive. He fired up 
exceedingly at a petition which prayetl their Lordships to give 
some bill "a cool and deliberate discussion,” which, he said, 

in the Crown's bcncficcs. I have never allowed niyKelP to express an intention 
by whom I should fill up any living not actually vacMiit — the tenure, hy whieh 
1 hold office, and the inconvenience of acting upon any other rule than that of 
foi hearing to intimate any purpose with respect to benefiees not vacant, ap})ear- 
ing to me to be such as t<» justify my refraining from so doing, niis course, I 
trust, will not appear inconsistent with the respect with which 1 am, Sir [or 
lUadarn, or my Lord], “ Your obedient Servant, 

t* ,*»i 

* See Letter to Earl Grey, March SO, 1810. Surtees, 108. 

f This intercourse even led to his meeting a Whig party at dinner at a time 
when political feeling interfered much more with private life than at present. 

Lord Eldon to Lady F, J, Dankea. 

(“July or August, 1822 ) 

“ Woiidera, they say, never cease. You will be surprised to hear tliat I dincfd 
at Lord Holland's yesterday, at the old house at Kensington, with l.ords Grey, 
Lauderdale, and several of the Opposition. Wc had a very good ard pli*asant 
party, and I was quite delighted with the very curious ulcllliousc. 1 never saw 
any that 1 thought better worth seeing. You must recollect the outside of it : 

It is old and curious, and the inside is in the same state as when it was first fitted 
up, about the time of James 1.” 


* Twifs^ ch. Ixiii. 
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eoniainecl an impertinent insiniiation that they were some- 
times " hot and hasty.” He once declared that, in the course 
of thirty years’ experience, he had never seen any thing so 
irregular and disorderly as the production of a newspaper in 
the House. — At last, being reminded that, although ho sat on 
the woolsack, he had no more authority than any other peer, 
he somewhat pettishly refused to interfere when his advice 
would have been useful and well received ; and ho allowed 
irregular practices to prevail among their Lordships, wliicli 
have never yet been corrected. But he always continued to 
support the privileges of the House with a high hand. 
Shortly before his resignation arose the. famous “ Umbrella 
case,” so frequently quoted in the recent discussions on that 
subject.* A stranger being admitted below the bar, was 
required by one of the doorkeepers to deposit his umbrella in 
an anteroom, and his property not being returned to him 
when the debate was over, he brought an action against the 
messenger for the value of it before the Westminster Court of 
Conscience, and recovered a verdict for 17^. Gcf. damages, 
with 2s, lOd, costs. But on complaint of this proceeding. 
Lord Eldon had the plaintiff and his attorney summoned to 
the bar, and he refrained from committing them to Newgate 
only when they had made a humble apology, and renounced 
the fruits of the verdict ; — intimating a clear opinion that 
the House would not allow to be prosecuted any suit brought 
before any other tribunal with the intent of questioning their 
privileges. 

The following letter shows that he himself had ceased to 
stand much in awe of their Lordships, although he trembled 
before a few shop-keepers sitting round a table in the office 
of the Auditor of the Exchequer : — 

Westminster, April 27th, 1822 ; ha1f>past eight. 

“ I am down here to give a charge to my old friends the Pix 
Jury, as to-day is the trial of the coin, and the Goldsmiths' dinner. 

1 am always a Iktlc nervous before I make this sort of address, 
and such a strange being is man, tliat, though I could talk before a 
PaHiament with as much indifference as if they were all cabbage 
plants, a new audience has ever borne an appalling appearance*” ; 

♦ Lord Cauipbeirs Speeches, p, 270. 
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Of Lord Eldom as an orator it is hardly worth while to 

say more. From his station, from his character, from his 

zeal, from his earnestness, from his protestations, from his 
appeals to conscience, from his old stories, from his power of ^ 
shedding tears at will, he was generally listened to with atten- 
tion ; but his speeches,* long, involved, and obscure, really con- 
tained very little of information or of reasoning, any more tlian 
of fancy. lie put forth some one subtle plea, — often some 
merely technical difficulty, — on which he rested his cause, — 
even when that cause involved principles of the gravest kind. 

Perhaps in the speeches of no man who spoke so often, and it 
must be added with so much authority, could there be found 
so few sayings which are remembered, or are worthy of being 
remembered. In its day, one sentence in a speech of his on 
the Roman Catholic question had a run, and was in the 
mouths of his many admirers. My Lords,” said he, the 
union of Church and State was designed, not to make the 
Church political, but the State religious.” But even this 
solitary apophthegm ascribed to him was not original. It was 
delivered and publislied by the late Dean Rcnnell, in one of 
the eloquent and powerful^ sermons with which he delighted 
his legal hearers, when master of the Temple. — ^’If a malefactor 
of fiiiy taste, on having the choice, should say that lie would 
submit to read all Lord Eldon’s speeches rather than sidFcr 
death, — before he had got through two on constructive trea- 
son, and two on the Catholic question, he would call aloud 
lor the executioner. 

Ills Lordship’s most successful efforts probably were at the 
anniversary meetings of the elub professedly instituted in 
honour of Mr. Pitt, — ‘when, amidst enthusiastic dicers, ho 
declaimed in praise of the intolerant doctrines which that 
great man had so powerfully combated.* 

* He seems himself to have been wholly unconscious of this discrepancy, pjtt Club. 
Thus he writes 29th May, 1820: — “ We had our cominemoiation of poor l*itt 
on Saturday. The company did not amount to more than 250 : it ou^ht to 
have been twice as many ; but after the greatest and bcjft of men have been 
buried fourteen years, the attention to the memory, even of those whose names 
will be had in everlasting remembrance, slackens and abates wonderfully. Of 
fifteen members of a Cabinet, some of whom, possibly none of whom, would 
ever have been in a Cabinet, if not brought forward in public life by him, only 
four felt it their duty to attend, viz. Wellington, Westmoreland, Uragge liatiiurst, 
and myself,” t 
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I have now the pleasure of presenting Lord Eldon as a 
poet ; and It is always most refreshing to me to find a Lord 
Chancellor sacrificing to the Muses.* After a happy union 
of almost forty years, he thus addressed her who on the 
“ Sand Hill ” descended the ladder to throw herself into his 
arms. 

“ November 18 th, 1811 . 

“ Can it, my lovely Bessy, be, 

I’hat when near forty years are i>ast, 

I still my lovely Bessy sec 
Dearer and dearer at the last ? 

“ Nor time, nor years, nor age, nor care. 

Believe me, lovely Bessy, will — 

Much as his frame they daily wear — • 

Affect the licart that's Bessy's still. 

** In Scotland's climes I gave it thee, — • 

In Scotland's climes I thine obtaiird, — 

Oil, to each other let them he 
True, till ail Heaven we have gain'd. 

“Eldon.” 

These stanzas having a higher merit than the finest ver- 
sification can claim, we ought not to criticise them severely ; 
but it is Impossible not to be astounded at their flatness, when 
we consider the theme, for it has been finely said of him, — 
the poetry of his life began and onded with Bessy,” I sup- 
pose they have been given to the world to lessen the envy of 
mankind at his elevation, and to console the thousands who 
fail in the struggle of ambition, with the thought that at any 
rate they could write better verses. 

But we have a happier specimen of his talents in this line 
from his kinsman, Mr. E, W. Surtees, who thus pleasantly 
introduces it : — On some occasion, when going to call on 
Mr. Calcraft, who resided in the neighbourhood of Encombe, 
he saw, on passing through the grounds, two daughters of his 
friend, and two other girls playing at * see-saw ’ — » two at 
each end of an oak tree, which had been cut down. He 
used, afterwards, laughingly to compliment one of the Misses 
Calcraft on the pj'etty ankle which he persisted that she had 
then revealed; and he commemorated his own happy fortune 

* I almost envy the delight which the future biographer must enjoy in 
another generation, when, in recording the lives of J^ord Eldon’s succesran!, he 
is interspersing judgments and speeches in Parliament with metrical effbsi^— 
tender und facetious. 
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in the following vers de societS, copied from tlio original in 
Lord Eldon’s hand-writing : — 

** In days of yore, as Iloman poets teN, 

One Vtfims lov*d in myrtle groves to dwell : 

In modern days no Ipss than four agree 
To consecrate to fame our oaken tree — 

Ulest tree ! the monarch sliciter’d by thy arms ! 

ITic goddess from thy boughs displays her charms.” 

I have several times expressed deep regret that my Ex- 
cliancellors did not employ their leisure in writing memoirs 
of themselves and their times ; but this feeling is much weak- 
ened by Lord Eldon’s Anecdote Book,” a sort of Auto-^ 
biography compiled by him in his old age. These Tales of 
:i Grandfather,” display much good humour, but w'ould place 
the narrator very low in the catalogue of “ Royal and Noble 
Authors.” It is wonderful even how he fails on paper in the 
jesting line. In society he had been considered, as far as a 
large assortment of professional jokes went, to have been 
ecjual to some of the most successful dmers out — and the 
Prince Regent, no mean authority, professed himself as inucli 
pleased with him as with Colmau or Sir \>'’alter Scott. But 
ill the Anecdote Book” he is generally tedious, vapid 
and pointless, — and if indicted in the Grand Court, on the 
Northern Circuit, for unnaturally murdering his own jokes, 
— tliougli perhaps acquitted of the rnurdevy he must be found 
guilty of concealment^ 


* The Law Review, No. II. p. 27(5., gives the following specimens : 
‘Mivery one has he.ird of Serjeant Davy’s joke — tint ‘the furtlier he w’ent 
to the West (of England), he was the more convinced the wise men came 
from the East.* The point is thus worn away In the Anecdote Rook. * 
serJeant used to express no very high ofiinion of the talents of the men of that 
portion of the kingdom ; observing that it was most true that llie wise men 
came from the East.’ Serjeant Mill having a case laid before him with a fee of 
one guinea, to construe a very cramp devise in a will, answered that * ho saw 
more di/liculty ia the case than, under ail the circumstances, he could well 
solve,’ — adding the year and day. The case was returned to him with another 
guinea, and his answer was, that * lie saw no reason to change his opinion.* The 
Anecdote Book makes him sny, * I don’t answer such a case ns this for a guinea,’ 
which is both pointless and unprofessional. — When a richly -embroidered Jew 
was objected to by a serjcaiit as bail for a certain amount, it is known that Lord 
Mansfield said, ‘Why, brother, lie would burn for the money.* The book thus 
dilutes an excellent jest, ‘ Don’t wa.stc our time by objecting to a gentleman 
with such a waistcoat — he would burn fur more tlian the debt.’” — llic author 
of this article explains the fact that the stories in writing arc “the ghosts, or 
rather mummies, of their originals,” from Lord Eldon’s “ disease of doubt and 
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The best specimen of Lord Eldon’s literary powers is an 
inscription, designed by him for the tombstone of a New- 
foundland dog named C-®sar, buried at Encombe: — 

“ You who wander hither, 

Pass not unheeded 
The spot where poor Caesar 
Lies deposited. 

lie was 1)orn of Newfoundland parents; 

Ilis vigilance, during many years, 

Was the safety of Encombe House : 

His talents and manners were long 
'I'lic amusement and delight 
Of those who resorted to it. 

Of his unshaken fidelity. 

Of his cordial attachment 
To his master and his family, 

A just conception cannot 
lie conveyed by language. 

Or formed, but by those 
Who intimately knew him. 

To his rank among created beings, 

Tlic power of reasoning is denied. 

CaL'sar manifested joy 
For days before bis muster 
Arrived at Eneoinbe ; 

Ca'sar manifested grief 
For days before his ma.ster left it. 

What name shall be given 
To that faculty 
Which tlius made expectation 
A source of joy, — 

Which thus made expectation 
A source of grief? ” 

But It was in spoken facetiousness that he excelled. — If there 
were allusions to the delays in Chancery in his time he would 
tell a story, which he had invented or embellished, of a very 
old lady, a Peeress, who came into Court in person, when 
Lord Thurlow was Chancellor, to be examined touching her 
consent to the transfer of some property. This business being 
done, Lord Thurlow told her he would not detain her. 
** But,” said she, ** I should be glad if your Lordship would 
let me stay a little longer, for my cause has now been in 
Court eighty- two years, and I want to know how they arc 

hesitation,*' which came upon him when he took the pen in his band ; but I 
should rather impute the failure to his entire unacquaintance with written com- 
positiun. . The Kx- Chancellor sitting down to write his ** Anecdote Book*’ may 
be compared to a skilful dancer ail at oncq trying to swim. 
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going on about settling it.” Lord Eldon used to say, « he 
would leave it to others to guess which first came to an end ■ 

— the old lady or her cause.” 

The following hit at a bishop (which he was ever fond oO 
he himself related : — ** Lord Lonouglimorc came to me upon to a bi»iiop. 
the woolsack upon a day in Avhich something was to pass on 
the Catholic question, and an eminent prelate it was under- 
stood Avas to vote Avith Donoughniorc. Entering into con- 
versation with me, Lord Donoughniorc said, ^ What say 
you to us noAV? Wc have got a great card to-night.’ I 
said, ' What card do you mean? I know the Kino is not 
with you ; there is no Queen ; there is only another great 
card.’ ^ AVhat,’ said Doiioughinorc, the llight llcvcrcnd 
Prelate a Knave ! ’ ^ You have called him so,’ said I. ^ I 
have not.’ ” 

lie related* the following anecdote, Avhicli may be taken as Elopo- 
a fair specimen of the wit of the Court of George III. On the hLd^ 
one occasion 1, and the Archbishop of Canterbury, and many of 
other Lords, ivcrc Avith George III,, Avhen his IMajesty ex- ciMirch. 
claimed, ^ I dare say I am the first King whose Archbishop 
of Canterbury and Avhosc Chancellor had both run away witli 
their Avives — was it not so. Chancellor?’ * May it please 
your Majesty, Avill you ask the Arclibfehop that question 
first?’ ansAvered I. It turned the laugh to my side, for all 
tlic Lords Avere beginning to titter.”^ 

He retained the; relish he had acquired at University 1 ii« " 
College for bad puns. When suffering from the gout in 
both Jeet — Avhere, though painful it is not dangcroUvS, he puns, 
said, ^‘he did not much mind gout beloAV the knee — provided 
it were ‘ ne plus ultra I ’ ” 

He caused a loud laugh Avhllc the old Duke of Norfolk “ Great 
Avas fast asleep in the House of Lords, and amusing *their 
Lordships Avith “ That tuneful Nightingale, his Nose,” by 
announcing from the Avoolsnck, with solemn emphasis, that 
the Commons had sent up a Bill for " inclosing and dividing 
Great Snoring in the county of Norfolk!” 

A Counsel at the Chancery Bar, by way of denying col- 

* Tlie Lord Privy Seal, tlic late Earl of Wcstinorvland, had done the same. « 

• y y 4 
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luiiioD, suspected to exist between him and the Counsel 
representing another party, having said, My Lord, I assure 
your Lordship there is no understanding between us,” the 
Chancellor observed, I once heard a Squire in the House 
of Commons say of himself and another- Squire, ‘We have 
never, through life, had but one idea between usy but I 
tremble for the suitors when I am told that two eminent prac- 
titioners at my bar have no understanding between them I”* * * § 

Mr. Pierce Egan, the author of ‘‘ Boxiana,” having pleaded 
his own cause, and succeeded — about the granting of an 
injunction, — was beginning a long speech to thank him for 
his patience and impartiality, when the Chancellor cut short 
the eulogy, by exclaiming, Mr. Egan, you have gained all 
you want, and the sooner you take your oivn head and mine 
out of Chancery the better I ”t 

Whenever It was indicated, by a peculiar elevation of his 
eye-brow, that he meant to be jocular, it is said that the 
gentlemen of the Chancery bar were thrown into an ecstasy 
of mirth, and those most anxious to have the “ ear of the 
Court,” were guilty, by premeditation, of seemingly invo- 
luntary indecorum4 

“ Well could they laugh, witli counterfeited glee, 

At all hisf okes, for many a joke had he.” 

The greatest display of wit, in tlie Court of Chancery, 
while he presided there, was on the memorable day when 
Metcalfe v. Thompson w^as decided. This was an application 
to dissolve an injunction against an invasion of the plaintiff’s 
patent for hair-brushes, the invention being, that some of the 
hairs should be long and others short. No Counsel ap- 

* When the Welch jurisdiction was about to be abolished, two Judges were 
appointed, with on muhrstanding that if it was abolished they should not be 
entitled to a pension ; but it was said that ** all the others had pensions granted . 
to them because they had been appointed without any umier standing.” 

t As the language of the “ring” is now nearly obsolete^ perhaps I ought to 
explain that, when a boxer had his antagonist’s head iiist under his arm, so that 
he could pummel it as severely and as long as he pleased, the helpless victim’s 
head was said to be “ in Chancery.” 

\ I myself have actually seen one gentleman so comport himself in tlic Court 
of King’s Bench under the jokes of I^ord Ellcnborough. 

§ This afibrds a striking contrast to the ** Dumb Day ” in the Court of Com- 

mon Picas.. Antd, Vol. III. p. 
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pearing for the plaintiff, the Chancellor said, This injunc- 
tion must be brushed off^ unless some Counsel be had in a 
few minutes to support it.” — The brush of an old wig-maker 
being produced on behalf of the defendant, and being the 
same to a. hair as the plaintiff’s brush, the Chancellor said, 
waggishly, ** Is it a Fox’s brush? [alluding to a w'cll- known 
old hair-dresser in the Temple.] This old brush, Mr. Tres- 
love, is rather an odd sort of thing ; but when you and I 
<ret as old, and our tresses have been as well worn as these, 
w^e shall look, perhaps, quite as antique.” — Mr. TiiESLOVE. 
‘‘ My Lord, I advised my client not to show his brushJ *^ — 
Loud Ciiancellou. “ There, I must say, that you being 
a pursuer was at fault; for if an injunction is granted by 
this Court, the article on wdiich the injunction is granted 
must be lodged with the Master. I remember, in a case of 
%oaste^ that a person who made an affidavit actually affixed 
his oak trees to his affidavit, to show the Court of wdiat 
nature the trees were.” — The injunction w^as dissolved 
amidst peals of laughter, that were heard all over Westminster 
Hall. 

Lord Eldon, in allusion to Lord Stowcll’s love of good 
things, which induced him to dine in the Temple Hall, at 5, 
by way of a whet-for an 8 o’clock dinner at the Wcstrcnd of 
tlie town, w^ould say, my brother takes regular exercise 
twice a day — in catinf^ — but Lord Stowell had his revenge, 
by saying good-humouredly, ^‘My brother will drink any 
(jiven quantity of wine,” — and being asked what the Chancellor 
lulled when he went out shooting, at Encombe, by answering. 

He kills — 

Perhaps w'C may admire Lord Eldon’s pleasantry more 
when he did not aim at wit. Travelling the circuit wjth a 
companion, who, according to a custom not uncommon in 
those days^ always carried pistols with him and placed them 
under his pillow, they slept one night at an inn, and at dawn 
of day Mr. Scott discovered in his bed-room a man’s figure, 
seemingly dressed in black. The intruder being sharply chal- 
lenged, said, Please your honour, I am only a poor sweep, 
and I believe I’ve come down the wrong chimney.” ** My 
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friend/’ was the reply, ^^you have come down the right, — 
for I give you sixpence to buy a pot of beer, and the gen- 
tleman in the next room sleeps with pistols under his pillow, 
and had you paid him a visit he would have blown your 
brains out.” 

Once when he was looking at his own picture, in the Ex- 
hibition, two lively damsels placed themselves before him, 
and began to criticise it, the one observing to the other, I am 
sure, my dear, we have seen enough of that stern-looking 
Chancellor, so let us go on,” — whereupon, he observed to them 
with his best bow, “ And yet, young ladies, if you know him, 
he would be happy to convince you that he is really a good- 
tempered old gentleman.” 

On the accession of her present Majesty, he had turned his 
80th year. Being still robust, and hale enough to take exer- 
cise on foot, he was walking in St. James’s-street, where a 
crowd had gathered to sec the carriages of some gentlemen 
going to the Palace with an address. Amidst the throng, he 
felt the hand of a man in one of his pockets ; but as it 
luckily was not that which contained his purse, he contented 
himself with the tliicfs disappointment, and quietly turning 
to him, said, Ahl my friend, you ^vere wrong" there; this 
other w’as the side where the (jrah lay.” 

It is almost with unmixed satisfaction that we behold Lord 
Eldon in private life, lie had not a particle of the pomposity 
which I have seen displayed by puisne Judges, when they 
mix with the world. To him might truly be paid the com- 
pliment of Tacitus to Agricola, Ubi officio satisfactum nulla 
ultra potestatis persona.” He wdio had lately been seen 
under the bushy honours of his flowing w ig, presiding in the 
Coip't of Chancery or the House of Lords, was here trans- 
formed into the light-hearted, simple-minded playfellow of 
his own dogs and his bailiflTs children. On the first day 
after his arrival at Encombe, he would suddenly jump up in 
the drawing-room, and, dancing a step to a tune of his 
own singing, would observe with a smile to the family 
party around, You don’t know the luxury of playing the 
fool.”^ 


* Surtees, ip. 172. 
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When he had written his verses on Miss Caroline Cal- 
craft’s ankle, he was crowned by the young hvdies -with a 
wreath bearing this inscription — 

“ Instead of powder'd curls, let ivy twine 
Around tlmt head so full of Caroline 

he himself entering into their fun with all the zest of boyish 
frolic. — Nor was his graciousness reserved only for his 
family, friends, and favonrites: it w’as witli him an habitual 
benevolence, extending to all who came in contact witli him. 
There was no fawning upon royal and noble persons, nor 
ostentation of condescension to private men: he talked as 
frankly and as courteously with a tenant, a clerk, a servant, 
a stranger, according to their respective relations to him, as 
with a Prince of the blood : preserving always a demeanour, 
which was free alike from affectation and from assumption, 
and In which natural dignity was tempered with unfailing 
good-humour. ” * 

We could wish for the sake of himself as well as others, 
that the Literas humaniores liad been allowed to interest, 
enlighten, and refine him : but in all his correspondence for 
fifty years, I trace only two allusions to books. During the 
Christmas before he surrendered the Great Seal, which lie was 
obliged to spend In London, he wrote to his grandson, If I 
had my gun in my hand, accompanied by Bill and Co.^ at 
Encombe, I should defy the gout’s preventing me to-day 
exhibiting the ardour and vigour that I could have displayed 
half a century ago in the field. ^ It is wiser,’ Pennington 
would say, ^ to sit musing over the authors and the papers ; ’ 
so, as a prudent one, I am hunting for amuseincntand sport in 
the volumes and pages of the publications of the day, and of 
the days of yore — of the modern and the olden tiiiftis.”t 
But I suspect that he found this a poor substitute for 
frightening the partridges, and that he speedily laid it aside 
for a gossip with an old attorney. — However, once again, in 
the year 1834, when he had been seven years out of office, 
he wrote to his grandson : I now and then peep into my 
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old school books. I find Tally abusing his countrymen, as 
heartily as I am grumbling at mine for their ruinous practices 
and projects, to make the wealthy part of the people change 
places with the poorer orders, and to convince the latter that 
exchange is not robbery, though all is parted with on one 
side, and nothing on the other taken.” — Yet, if he had looked 
into the treatise Dc Officiis,” I believe he would have ex- 
pected to find how the Master’s Office,” and the Six 
Clerks’ Office,” were regulated under the lioman Pnetor. 

Attending public worship in the country, he tried, though 
ineffectually, to revive his recollection of Greek — of which 
he gives this account : I took up to church on Sunday a 
little old Greek Testament, hoping to read in Greek when the 
clergyman was reading the second lesson in English, — 
liaving strong spectacles too ; — but my eyes arc so altered 
that I found they would not do, and that I must employ my 
ears only for instruction of this sort.” 

He had never been, or desired to be, out of England, unless 
when he ran off witli his bride to Scotland, — and he had no taste 
for any of the fine arts. No painting interested him, unless 
perhaps the portrait of a friend — of which he judged only by 
the likeness. In the long depending " Opera case,” which to 
his horror placed him sometimes in the situation of the ma- 
nager of a theatre, an application having been made which 
rendered it necessary for him to inquire into the proper rate 
of remuneration to be allowed for certain principal singers, 
and especially for Madame CatalanI (the Jenny Lind of that 
day), he said, jocularly, in pronouncing his order, ‘‘For iny 
own part, I would not give five shillings to hear her sing for 
six months together.* 

MSf/ith respect to cardsy he knew spades from clubs, and 
hearts from diamonds, and it was rumoured that he had 
learned the rudiments of whist, but he was certainly altogether 
ignorant of all other games, even the most commou and sim- 
ile. This led, on one occasion, to a rather laughable scene 

* This doctrine, which was blazoned in the newspapers, brought many gibes 
upon him from his musical friends. When hard pressed, he one day thus de- 
fended hitpself: ** Well, 1 don’t deny having said so; but which of you Would 
listen, on any terihs^ to the best singer in the world for six months together 9” 
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at the palace of King George III. Tlie royal party were 
playing at commerce anti, through Lord Eldon’s bad luck 
or bad play, he had soon forfeited his three lives. In perfect 
ignorance, however, that this catastrophe should have been 
the signal for his retiring from the contest. Lord Eldon kept 
his seat at the table and continued playing. At last Queen 
Charlotte, perceiving that all his countci‘8 were gone, sud- 
denly addressed him, — VMy Lord Chancellor, you arc 
dead I’ Expostulation proving vain, and Lord Eldon, to his 
own diversion, and that of the company, being made to un- 
derstand, that, though physically alive and well, he was meta- 
phorically defunct, they proceeded in their game without his 
being further allowed to join in it.”^ 

Unlike his brother, Lord Stowell, who visited and revisited 
every exhibition in London, he cared nothing for sights^ and 
never was descried at Panorama, Diorama, show of wild 
beasts or levdc of Mysterious Lady. Once, however, his 
curiosity actually made him prefer pleasure to business. 
During a visit of Lord and Lady Eldon in 1805 to Mr. 
Farrer, at Eltham, it happened tliat the Ocean, a ninety-eight 
gun ship, was to be launched at Woolwich : and arrange- 
ments were made that the whole party should go to witness 
the sight. On the morning of the day on which the launch 
was to take place, a letter by express was brought to Lord 
Eldon at the breakfast table. When he had read it, he said 
it was a summons to a cabinet council. The company all 
expressed their hopes that he would not be under the neces- 
sity of going to Downing-strect. With a smile he replied, 
^'No, I will not go; because, though I may attend other 
cal)inct councils, I never can have another opportunity of 
seeing the Ocean launched.” So he went with them,, and 
made a day of it.” 

His great delight was in the Court of Chancery, — although 
towards the commencement of the long vacation, he was 
both satiated and fatigued with Iiis enjoyments there, and 

* Anecdote related by the present Earl of Eldon. Twiss, ch. xxi. 

t l*erhaps lie might be afraid that it might be reported of him, as of Lord 
Chancellor Guilford, that **he had Iwcn riding on a rhinoceros.” 
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even found a bagpipe a relief. Thus he wrote on Sunday, tlic 
1st of August, 1824 : — “I have sonic, and no small comfort 
to-day, in having my organs of hearing relieved from the eternal 
din of the tongues of counsel. I am sometimes tormented by 
the noise of Lady Gwydir’s Scotchmen playing under my 
windows upon the Scotch instrument vulgarly called the bag- 
pipes ; but there is music in that droning instrument compared 
to the battle of lawyers’ tongues. This, however, I must get 
through, somewhat more, before they can be silenced.” 

When he had any leisure in London ho spent it in gossip, 
— preferring tlie society of inferiors and dependants. He was 
not a “ clubable man,” and instead of imitating Thurlow by 
gladiatorial cxcrcitations, on equal terms with such men as 
liurke, Johnson, and Horne Tookc, he gathered round him 
Dick Wilson, the attorney, Smitli, the Accountant General, 
and his old crony Campbell, the Master in Chancery, to 
listen to his stories — of which he was himself always the 
hero.* This taste not only made him egotistical, but gradu- 
ally wcaltcncd his discrimination between the actual and the 
ideal. To add to the effect of Iiis narratives, he Imagined cir- 
cumstances which, by frequent repetition, he himself firmly 
believed. Thus only can we account for his exaggeration of 
his early difficulties, the representation of his pecuniary losses 
by accepting office, and various other verbal statements, at 
variance with written documents under his own hand. In 
palliation, I must observe, that ho confined himself to Avhat 
he called white lies,” and that whether speaking truth, or 
using a little liberty with it, he was ever free from inalig- 
nity.f 

When in the country he amused himself with feeding his 


• “ Whether or not Lord Eldon were unwilling to have, in his hours of relax- 
ation, his hard-worked intellect still kept upon the stretch, certain it is that he 
did not generally select Iiis more familiar associates from men of commanding 
abHity, They were, for the most part, worthy fellows, who had a vast respect 
for him, could tell or listen to a good story, and crack with Jiiin a joke or a 
bottle of winj.”— Surtees. 174. 

f An old acquaintance of his writes to me : ** That he was a most engaging 
companion I need not tell you ; tlioroughly good-natured, very desirous to 
please, and not indifferent to the reputation of bonhomie. In truth, he was 
rather exigeant of incense ; and those who burned it to him most profusely, how- 
ever coarsely and sniokily, were tlie most in his liking.” * 
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(logs, and following the game. He professed a great con- ("HAP. 
tempt for battues^ which he pronounced to be tinsportsmdnlike. 

But the lovers of these massacres had their revenge by assert- j 
ing that the Lord Chancellor, despairing of killing birds on don as a 
the wing, would fire at partridges and pheasants on the 
ground, and he certainly always went out witli his gun and 
dog alone — expressing much chagrin if he was followed or 
watched. On his return home he would sometimes show his 
bag pretty well filled, — leaving it doubtful whether he had 
taken the biids by descent or by purchase. He used to declare 
that he was far from being so good a shot in later life as 
wdien a young Oxonian, without a qualification. By the 
time I got a qualification^^ said he, “ I found myself &- 
qualified^'^ 

Being invited in the autumn of 1822 by Sir Robert Peel 
to visit him at Lulworth, and to shoot over a well-stocked 
manor, he answered : — As to my gun, I dare not expose 
myself as a sportsman — a wretched sportsman, — any where 
but at home.”* 

He wandered about the fields wearing an old shabby jacket 
— generally gaiters — though sometimes top-boots, and a 
weather-beaten hat — so that his official dignity could little 
be guessed at by strangers. 

An old friend of his has communicated to me the following The danger 
story of the great danger in which tlie Lord High Chancellor 
of Great Britain once was of being had up before a magistrate victe?! as a 
as a poacher. I heard that Lord Eldon was spending a few 
days with his friend Mr. W., who^e domain was very rural 
and pretty but not extensive, and on calling on him there I 
found him in his usual suit of black, with the addition of his 
well-known travelling topped boots, and with an old sJiot- 
bclt over his shoulder. His countenance at once convinced 
me that he had somewhat amusing to tell, and with an air of 
assumed alarm he related an adventure in which he had just 
played a principal part. ^ I unfortunately crossed a lane in 
pursuit of my game, and in the second field from tills lane I 


‘ Peel MSS. 
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<^c5an accosted by a powerful and almost savage-looking fanner, 

1 who challenged me as the poacher for whom he had long" been 

looking. I at once acknowledged that I might have made a 
mistake as to his land, and offered to turn back immediately, 
but this did not at all pacify him, for putting himself in front 
of me he declared that I should not stir till he knew who I 
was and where to be found. I tried to evade giving a de- 
scription of myself by renewed offers of departure and a 
promise not to return, but this did but increase his violence, 
and so I was at last forced to acknowledge that I was the Lord 
Chancellor, — a communication which was so far from allaying 
his ire that it did but increase its fury, for in language whicli 
looked very like earnest, he swore that of all the impudent 
answers he ever got mine was the most impudent, and I 
verily believe he would have laid hands on me if my tall 
footman (one of the finest *young men I ever saw), had not 
come up to us and addressed me as my Lord.” 

Respect However, in Dorsetshire he was regarded with vast vcncni- 
for him by — wliicli, according to the following anecdote related by 

liimself, was felt not only by dogs and horses but by animals 
’ ferm naturce. When out shooting at Encombe we ^vent 
through a field where a boy was employed to drive off tlic 
crows and rooks from new-sowm wheat. I perceived the boy 
following us in our sport at least a, mile from that field. 
^ My boy,’ said I, ‘ how came you to leave your work ? — the 
birds will get all the wheat.’ — ^ Oil, no, piy Lord,’ sal<l the 
boy, ^ they saw your Lordship in the field, and they won’t 
dare come again, now tl^ey know your Lordship has been 
there.”* 

He was rather a strict preserver of his game, although 
always disposed to act good-humouredly to trespassers when 
he personally came in contact with them. One day,” he 

• Tliis knowledge of the Dorsetsliire crows of the Lord ClianceHor’s power 
to grant an injunction against their trespassing on the .new-sown wheat, may he 
credible after the undoubted fact that, in Scotland, the cro^vs, who take such good 
care to keep out of gunshot on every •* Jawful day," on the SabhalH come dose 
up to the houses, and seek their food within a few yards of the farmer and his 
men, — discovering the recurrence of the sacred day from the ringing of the 
bells and the discontinuance of labour in the fields, — and knowing that while it 
lasts they are safe 
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said, as I wjis with my dog and gun on my grounds in my 
usual shooting attire, I heard two reports in an adjoining 
field, and saw what appeared to be, as in fact they afterwards 
proved, two gentlemen. I accosted them with ^ Gentlemen, 
I apprehend you have not Lord Eldon’s permission to shoot 
on his grounds?’ — to which one of them replied, — ^ Oh, per- 
mission is not necessary in our case.’ ^ May I venture to ask 
why, gentlemen?’ I said. — ^Because wc flushed our birds 
on other ground, and the law entitles us to follow our game 
any w'here ; if you ask your master. Lord Eldon, he’ll tell 
you that is the law.^ Whereupon I said, * I don’t think it 
will be necessary to trouble him on that account, since, to 
tell you the truth, I am Lord Eldon myself!’ They instantly 
sought to apologise; but I added, — ‘Come, gentlemen, our 
meeting has begun in good humour, and so let it end — 
pursue your pleasure on my grounds — only next time don’t 
be quite so positive in your Zai/;.’” 

lie one day required a half-pay captain to show his cer- 
tificate. Who are you ?” said tlie trespasser ; I suppose, 
one of old Bags’ keepers.” No,” replied the Chancellor, 
with a smile, am old Bags himself;” and they parted 
good friends. 

He never appeared on horseback after grown to man’s 
estate, although he had actually followed the hounds when a 
boy. I left off hunting,” said he, " because I had a fall 
one day, when in full cry on Newcastle moor. I wished to 
clear a broad and deep ditch, but my horse fell in, and I 
tumbled over him, — when there \vas a great chance of my 
being presided over by the Coroner, instead of presiding over 
the House of Lords. Since then I have trusted to wheelsy 
and, above all, to my own legs.^^ , 

There is spme abatement from the admiration with which 
we are disposed to view him as a private citizen. Mr. Sur- 
tees, after alluding to his permanent personal prejudices 
and resentments,” adds, That he, on some matters, was 
anxious to exact from his family a submission of their judg- 
ment to his own, incompatible with proper independence : — 

• Surf^ 173 . 

.VOL. VII. z Z 
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that his tenderness was changed for anger, his confidence for 
distrust, the moment that he considered his interest or his 
authority to be invaded — is a statement which cannot be dis- 
puted,” * — It is said that he would not allow his eldest son, 
who was a very sound Tory, any liberty of choice as to the 
section of the Tory party to which he might attach himself, or 
any freedom even of criticising the measures of Government, 
— When his daughter-in-law was left a young and blooming 
widow, with a single child, he was indignant at her entering 
into a second matrimonial connection, long after the year of 
grief had expired, with a gentleman everyway most unexcep- 
tionable. — Although he himself had run away with Miss Sur- 
tees, and was rather proud of this exploit, — when his eldest 
daughter, Lady Elizabeth, gave her hand, without his con- 
sent, to an ardent lover of respectable character and good 
education, but not of much wealth, years rolled away before 
he would forgive her. Although Lord Encombe ever tes- 
tified for him the warmest affection and the most devoted 
submission, he latterly beheld him with jealousy,^ suspecting 
that the servants at Encombe rather looked to their future 
than their present master;” and ho himself regarding him 
more in the light of an immediate successor, than in that of 
a young companion;” — insomuch that he capriciously made 
an alteration in his will, preferring the descendants of his own 
daughters to the daughters of his grandson. But with such 
slight exceptions, occurring in the lapse of three quarters of 
a century, he was most exemplary in all the relations of 
domestic life. We have seen his pious respect for the 
worthy ‘‘ hoastman,” his father ; and wx may guess how 
strong was his affection for the good lady his mother, from 
observing that his elevation to the peerage only seemed to 
please him because it would make her happy. . We read of 
few things, in history or fiction, more touching than the long 
attachment between the two brothers, John and WilliaHi 
Scott, never relaxed in adversity, nor in prosperity, which 
13 still more trying. What they were to each other. 


♦ Surtees, 731. 
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when under the care of Mr. Moises, at the free grammar 
School at Newcastle, they continued when they were pre- 
sented to the King at the same levee, the one as King’s Ad- 
vocate, the other as Solicitor General — when they were 
raised to the highest judicial offices, the one as Judge of the 
Admiralty, the other as Lord Chancellor — when they botli 
sat together in the hereditary branch of the legislature, as 
much honoured as if they had drived their titles from a long 
line of illustrious ancestors — and in extreme old age, when, 
having retired from office, they were approaching the confines 
of second childhood. Although the elder brother had suffered 
the greatest share of ii^ntal decay, yet he occasionally con- 
tinued sensible of the undiminished tenderness with which 
^sTack” still watched over him. ‘^It is related of Lord 
Stowell, that a short time before his death, having in the 
deepening twilight of his powers, submitted to a less genial 
regimen, on a visit from his brother he resumed his glass : 
and as he quaffed, the light of early days flashed upon his 
over-wrought brain — its inner chamber was irradiated with 
its ancient splendour — and he told old stories with all that 
exquisite felicity which had once charmed young and old, 
the care-worn and the fair — and talked of old friends and 
old times with more than the happiness of middle life.” * On 
this occasion, probably the last time they ever met. Lord 
Eldon, delighted with the gleam of intellect which he wit- 
nessed, rose from his chair, embraced Lord Stowell, and im- 
printed a kiss upon his forehead. 

But the constancy of his passion for Bessy is his brightest 
distinction. The devotion of the most ardent suitor could 
not exceed that which he continued to show her to the end of 
her days. He was never weary of referring to the period of 
their obscurity and poverty as the happiest of his life ; for 
then,” said he, we were afl in all to each other, and she 
did much for me, which has never been so well done since.” 
In his elevation, her happiness was his first care. Not even 
the blandishments of royal favour were enjoyed by him, if 

* Quarterly Review, vol. Ixxv. p. 5. Said to be fioin the pen of my friend 
Serjeant Talfourd. 

* z z 2 
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they separated him from home and Lady Eldon. Partly 
from ill healthy partly from shyness, partly from penurious 
habits contracted in straitened circumstances, she had a 
great dislike of giving entertainments, and he cheerfully 
renounced visiting society for her sake, and incurred the im- 
putation of stinginess. In Hamilton Place, they must have 
seemed to an inmate to live for each other as much as in 
Scrlc Street- " She cut Ijis hair, arranged his linen and 
clothes for dress, and stole to the window when he went out, 
to see, so neat in all his arrangements, the Chancellor pass 
by. His indulgence to every wish she might form was un- 
bounded.” * The influence of Lady Eldon over her hus- 
band, always great, seemed only to increase with her age. 
On the event of her death. Lord Eldon seemed crushed with 
grief ; and though he afterwards rallied, he ever continued to 
mourn her loss, constant in sorrow as in love.”t 

It must be admitted that by so closely conforming to Lady 
Eldon’s taste, he neglected a public duty (although not one of 
the highest order), for the great emoluments of the Chancellor 
are given to him (among other good purposes) that he may 
maintain the exterior dignity of his office, and exercise hos- 
pitality for the benefit of the profession over which he presides, 
and consequently for the general good. But Lord Lough- 
borough’s two magnificent coaches, in all respects equipped 
alike, without which he never appeared in public, were now 
changed for one old battered carriage, which might have been 
picked up at a neighbouring hackney coach stand, and the 
Chancellor working the Great Seal with a pair of horses,” one 
of them having fallen lame, the Clavis Kegni was actually 


* To show his consideration for her, the following anecdote was circulated ; 
hut i believe it to be pure invention. When about to give a cabinet dinner, he 
himself ordered a fine turbot, which cost a guinea and a half, but which he told 
her he had got a great bargain, at half a guinea. When be came home at 
night, she said, ** My dear John, I have been doing something for the family 
to-day as well us you, for our old friend Mrs. ■ having called upon me 
when you were gone, 1 showed her the turbot, and told her what a bargain we 
had got. She said it was wsU worth a guinea^ and 1 let her have it for that 
money.” He preserved his temper; and next day, when the cabinet dinner was 
to be given, turbot? being scarce, he could not get a nice one under two guineas. 
Still he was as good-humoured to her as when he ran down to Fleet Market to 
buy sixpeiin’orth of sprats for her supper. 

•jf Surtees, 167. 
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known to have made its progress to and from Westminster 
Hall in a Jarvy.” By all former Chancellors levees had 
been held, which not only brought together the senior and 
junior members of the Bar, but gave them the opportunity of 
mixing with eminent literary and political characters, of en- 
larging their ideas, and of polishing their manners. These 
were now entirely discontinued, as being attended with trouble 
and expense. Woi-vse remains behind. We know that ever 
since the time of Sir Christopher Hatton (and the probability 
is that the good and approved usjigc” might be traced back 
to the Anglo-Saxons), the holder of the Great Seal had en- 
tertained at dinner the Judges, the King’s Scijcants, the 
Attorney and Solicitor General, the Benchers of the Inns of 
Court, and the officers of the Court of Chancery, — they in 
return praising his wine and his equity; but no Judge, no 
King’s Serjeant, no Attorney or Solicitor General, no 
Bencher of an Inn of Court, no Officer of the Court of 
Chancery ever placed his knees under the dinner table of 
Lord Chancellor Eldon. ^ In consequence, although the 
soundness of his judgments could not be carped at, his modus 
operandi was severely criticised ; the arrear of his causes was 
magnified, being measured by the arrear of his dinners, and 
the most extravagant stories were oirculatcd of his desire of 
money, and his unwillingness to part with it. 


* We have seen, however, tint he could give dinners to royal personages in 
great style ; and thinking that the stability of the Government depended on 
good cabinet dinners, Iits were the best going. 7'hus he writes : 

« Nov. 23d, 1820. 

“ We are all well, safe, and quiet, only in a fuss, the morning after our cabinet 
(Vinner, which was by far the handsomest that any Minister has given in my time. 
Mamma really did this most magnificently.” 

(“ Nov. 182^) 

“ Sir William heard so much of my Cabinet dinner, that he invited himself 
to dine yesterday on the scraps'* 

“June Ifitli, 1823. 

“ Cabinet dinner went ofT amazingly well ! Mamma bad directed things in 
capital style. I have seen no such doings at any other Minister's.” 

But the account of these doings only aggravated our discontent in Westmin- 
ster Hall. Even the grave Rom illy observed, on Sir Thomas Plumer giving a 
scries of dinners when appointed Master of the Rolls, “ Verily, he is clearing 
away the arrears of the Lord Chancellor.” 
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In truth, there was no foundation either for the one charge 
or the other, beyond the advice he once jocularly gave to a 
gentleman at the Bar, who, being appointed a Master in 
Chancery, consulted him as to whether he should resign the 
valuable appointment of counsel to Queen Anne’s Bounty. 

I should advise you to do no such thing : the true rule, I 
fancy, is to get what you can, and keep what you have.” * In 
his own practice, he never did any thing unfairly to increase 
his profits, and he gave away money with gi’eat liberality. 
Like all men in eminent station, he had many more demands 
upon him for pecuniary assistance than It was possible for any 
fortune to supply. I have received letters from strangers,” 
said he, ** asking relief on every imaginable ground. One 
man from a prison candidly stated that he had behaved so 
excessively ill that nobody who knew him, and none of his 
relations, would assist him ; and therefore he hoped that I 
would.” But he did not refuse assistance to those w'ho had 
peculiar claims upon him, and he would be generous without 
any solicitation. Being called upon to decide whether a very 
old and respectable solicitor, of the name of Edmunds, was not 
liable to refund a sum of 82/. \thich he had incautiously paid, 
he said, ‘‘ I have no doubt that Mr. Edmunds is liable, but 
he is near the latter end of his life ; and I know him to be a 
very worthy man ; an order upon him to pay would disturb 
the close of his life, and I have made up my mind to pay the 
money myself.” So he gave a check for 100/., the excess 
being to cover the interest from the jmyment being so long 
delayed. 

I cannot put down to the score of charity y as has been done 
by his biographers, the 2500/. a year which he was called 
upon to contribute to the salary of the Vice-Chancellor; re- 
ceiving fees on all business done in the Court of Chancery, 
he was lucky in not being required to pay the whole : blit he 
may claim some merit for indemnifying, out of a fund which 
was his, the officers of the Court, whose incomes were injured 

♦ « For why ? Because the good old rule 
Sufficetli them ; the simple plan, 

'J'liat they should take who have the power, . 

And they should keep who can.** 
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by an order which he made — the amount during his Chan- 
cellorship amounting to nearly 30,000Z. 

Mr. Belt, a gentleman of the Chancery Bar, happened to 
mention, in Lord Eldon’s hearing, that he had prepared, with 
o-reat labour, some Notes on the reports of the elder Vesey, 

« You should publish them,” said the Chancellor. “ My 

Lord,” replied Mr. Belt, “ I have offered them to the book- 
sellers ; but they will not lake the risk of the printing, and 
I cannot afford it myself.” The Notes ought not to be 
lost,” rejoined Lord Eldon : let me know what the printing 
Avould cost.” On learning the probable expense, which was 
estimated at 200Z., Lord Eldon sent Mr. Belt a check for that 
amount. The work was successful ; and when it had repaid 
its expenses, Mr. Belt came to Lord Eldon, and proposed to 
repay him the 200/. No, no, Mr. Belt,” said the Chan- 
cellor : “ I wish to have the pleasure of making your work a 
present to the profession.” 

One day, while he was Chancellor, more suo he took a 
hackney coach to convey him from Downing-strcct, wlicrc 
he had been attending a Cabinet, to his own residence ; and, 
having a pressing appointment, he alighted hastily from the 
vehicle, leaving papers containing important Government 
secrets behind him. Some hours after, the driver discovered 
the packages, and took them to Hamilton Place unopened, 
when his Lordship desired to see the coachman, and, after a 
short interview, told him to call again. The man called a 
few days afterwards, and was then informed that he was no 
longer a servant, but the owner of a hackney coach, — which 
his Lordship had, in the mean time, given directions should 
be purchased and presented to him, together with three 
horses, — as a reward for his honour and promptitude. ^ 

His name seldom appeared in public subscriptions, but he 
quietly gave assistance to gentlemen in reduced circum- 
stances, who had seen better days : in such cases the parties 
relieved were often kept in ignorance "of the source from 
which their succour flowed. 

He was an excellent landlord and a kind master, enjoying 
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the great good will of all hia oflScers and attendants. * I may 
"even mention, that although when he lost Lady Eldon, it was 
too late to begin a new course of life by entering into mixed 
society, he thenceforth was in the habit of having parties of 
his relations living in the house with him both in town and 
country, — and the consideration of expense Avas never al- 
lowed to interfere with the attainment of any object which 
a reasonable man in his circumstances would desire. 

Among his peculiarities was a habit, which though inter- 
esting to strangers was sometimes rather boring to those Avho 
lived much Avith him, of relating and considerably exagger- 
ating the difficulties of his early career. When presiding at 
his dinner table in Hamilton Place, and carving a leg of 
mutton, he had great delight in relating how long such a 
joint served him and Bessy in Serle Street, and the various 
shapes in Avhich it appeared throughout the Avcck. A lady 
once having called him a Dandy for Avearing broad chitter- 
lings of fine cambric, most delicately plaited, and asked avIio 
Avas his laundress ? His reply was, My dear madam, they 
arc not, in my opinion, to be compared to those Avhich I had 
in the days of my poA-erty, when I yyas not able to employ a 
laundress, and all was done for me by her fingers.” [pointing 
to Liidy E.] And then he would go on to tell stories of “ Poor 
Jack Scott,” and hoAV proud he Avas when first permitted to 
be the bearer of the half-guinea which paid for his quarter’s 
schooling. 

He retained his early taste for homely fare. Sir John 
Leach, aiming at high fashion, having engaged a French cook 
of great celebrity, invited the Lord Chancellor to dine Avith 
him, and begged that he Avould name any “plat” of which 
he Avas particularly fond. The reply was, “Liver and 
bacon.” Sir John Avas highly incensed, thinking that this 
Avas a premeditated insult on him and his artiste; but Avas 
much soothed, though still a little shocked to be accessory to 
such vulgarity, Avhen told that this same “plat” had been 

* Mr. Pensam, his Secretary of Uankriipts, was liis esteemed friend, and has 
materially assisted his biographers in doing justice to his memory. 
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provided for the Lord Chancellor by the Prince Regent at 
Brighton : 

« So there he sat stuck, like a horse in a pound, 

While the bacon and liver went merrily round.” 

Lord Eldon disliked French wines almost as much as 
French principles, and abjuring such thin potations as claret 
and champagne, he stuck to Port^ preferring a growth re- 
markably rough and strong, which he called Newcastle 
Port.” Of this he drank very copiously ; but he cannot be 
considered as intemperate, for his liquor never disturbed his 
understanding, or impaired his health, or interfered with the 
discharge of any of his duties. Among the Persians he 
would have almost received divine honours. 

Lord SIdmouth related that he once talked to Lord Sto- 
well, his father-in-law, about the practice of himself and the 
future Lord Chancellor at an early period of their lives, 
dining together on the first day of term at one of the coffee- 
houses near the Temple : — You drank some wine together, 
I dare say.” Yes.” Two bottles ? ” More.” What I 
three bottles ? ” More.”* What ! four bottles ? ” More, 
— do not ask any more questions.” 

The only cause of regret was, that Lord Eldon’s young 
countrymen, not sufficiently appreciating the exceptional 
strength of his constitution, nor the difference between him 
and them, both corporeal and mental, — were apt to think that 
hard drinking, if it did not directly lead to the woolsack, 
was not inconsistent with the attainment of that eminence ; 
and I myself could name sevcraJ^romising students of the 
law, whose prospects have been ruined by their recollecting 
how Lord Eldon drank port wine, — while they forgot how, 
at the same time, he read and re-read Coke upon Littleton. 

His Lordship had some misgivings himself as to the cor- 
rectness of his practice in this respect. During the session 
of Parliament, dining almost daily between four and five, 
in his private room near the House of Lords^ on mutton 
chops brought from an adjoining coffee-house, — to set a good 
example to his secretaries, he began by ordering a pint of 
port only : — but althougli the time for his repast was very 
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short, he never finished it without a second pint, and seldom 
without a third. He would sometimes ask the Earl of 
Shaftesbury, the respected Chmrman of the Committees of 
tlie Lords — with powers only inferior to his own — to par- 
take — and then for pint,^ bottle ” was substituted ; — but 
when they entered the House to perform their important du- 
ties, it never could have been suspected that since breakfast 
they had tasted any thing beyond a biscuit and a glass of 
spring water. That drinking was with him ever a social and 
intellectual gratification, we may know from the following 
anecdote, related by one of those who partook of his kind- 
ness : — ** When Lord Eldon visited Lord Stowell in his 
season of decay, at his seat near Heading, he sometimes slept 
at Maidenhead on his way ; and on one occasion, having dined 
at the inn, and learned that the Revising Barristers were stay- 
ing at the house, he desired his compliments to be presented 
to them, and requested the favour of their company to share 
liis wine. He received the young gentlemen — very young 
compared with their host — with the kindest courtesy — 
talked of his early struggles and successes, as much for their 
edification as delight, and finished at least his own bottle of 
port before they parted.”* 

He used jestingly to ascribe his occasional fits of the gout 
to his having been a three bottle man,” but I believe the 
disease was hereditary in his family ; and at other times he 
boasted that he had, by this assistance, confined the enemy 
to his lower extremities — introducing his favourite joke — 
« ]^c — plus ultra.” ^ 

His general health was excellent even to extreme old age. 
In the year 1822, he had to undergo Jin operation for a 
polypus in his nose, of which he sent this account to a lady 
of his acquaintance : As you do me the honour to inquire 
after my Nose^ I think I should be unworthy of the affectionate 
anxiety you express concerning that particle of me, if I did 
not tell you that on Sunday last, Mr. Brodie, in the course 
of a very painful and bloody operation, removed what for 
nearly two years has been, though not painful, most teasing 

* Quart. Rev. vol. ^xv. p. 59. 
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and troublesome. I hope it is effectually removed. I cer- 
tainly have had a nose which has been a more agreeable com- 
panion last week, than it has been for a long time past.” — 
lie continued all his life afraid of catching the usual diseases 
of infiincy, which his mother told him, to his great dissatis- 
faction, that by her care he had escaped. When he was near 
seventy, he thus excused himself for staying away from the 
house of an old friend. As Thavc not myself, to my know- 
ledge, had the small pox, that foct will account for my not 
calling upon you at present.” 

Although I believe him to have been a sincere Christian 
and really a pious man, I wish I could have been excused 
from taking any notice of his religion, and I have deferred it 
as long as possible. The subject was too often in liis mouth, 
and by his frequent aj)peals to the Supreme Being, and his 
strong professions of a desire to conform to the divine will, he 
excited a suspicion of hypocrisy to which I really believe that 
he was not justly liable. — But I cannot defend him from 
bigotry and intolerance. Not contented with regarding the 
Church of England as the purest system of Christianity 
which has apiicarcck since tlic Apostolic times, he evidently 
thought that there was no salvation beyond her pale, and he 
looked with equal horror upon Roman Catholics and Dis- 
senters. He not only would not on any account have entered 
a Presbyterian place of worship, but I believe he would have 
refused to accompany Dr. Johnson to liear Dr. Robertson 
preach from a tree. Thus he wrote in 1823, when Mr. Irving, 
one of the most impressive pulpit orators I ever heard, was 
giving lectures by which he roused many to a forgotten sense 
of religious duty: — All the world here is running on 
Sundays to the Caledonian Chapel in Hatton Garden^ where 
they hear a Presbyterian orator from Scotland preaching as 
some ladies term it charming matter — though downright 
nonsense. To the shame of the King’s Ministers be it said, 
that many of them have gone to this schism shop with itching 
ears.”* But the Chancellor himself, trusting to tlie efficacy 

* He adds a rather indecorous sarcasm on his “ royal young master,” that 
when a lady, whose name' he mentions, and with whom his Majesty was sup- 
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of his private devotions, was by no means a strict observer of 
religious ordinances. Although Dr, Johnson, when dying, 
bad sent him a message to request that he would attend 
public worship every Sunday,” he never was present at public 
worship in London from one year’s end to the other. Pleading 
in mitigation before Lord Ellcnborough that ^‘he attended 
public worship in the country,” he received this rebuke, as 
if there were no God in town I” 

On an occasion when his merits were discussed among 
some lawyers, a warm partisan of the Chancellor extolled 
him as ** a pillar of the Church.” “ No,” retorted another; 
“ he may be one of its buttresses, but certainly not one of 
its pillars, for he is never seen inside its walls.” 

So regardless was he of external forms and observances, 
that during the prayers daily said in the House of liords — a 
short and beautiful service (except that we continue to thank 
God for having saved us from Guy Faux*), — as soon as the 
Bishop began, the Chancellor pulled out of his pocket letters 
he had received by the post, or the cases of the appellant and 
respondent in the appeal that was coming on, — and upon these 
he employed himself till the blessing was pronounced. Indeed, 
this habit was so inveterate that he adhered to it when he 
attended the hearing of appeals as Ex-Chancellor, and when 
press of business could not have been urged by him as any 
palliation. 

But there are undoubted traces of his faith and of his 
devout feelings in various passages of his life, particularly 
when suffering from family bereavements. Neglect of reli- 
gious ordinances is said to have been common among his con- 
temporaries. He did attend public worship when he was in 
the country, and he rebuilt, at an expense of some thousands 

posed to be very intimate, was present, the preacher, instead of a ** heavenly 
irntmion," spoke of a “ heavenly pavilion^' in allusion to the royal residence at 
Brighton. 

* Strangely, the casks of gunpowder concealed under the House of Lords arc 
here described as ** the great and apparent dangers wherewith we were com* 
)>assed in this place,” fur which I am not aware of any authority except Jjord 
Kenyon's ** apparently latet anouis in herba .” 

1 have in vain consulted the highest authorities, legal and ecclesiastical, to 
find out by whom the service was framed, and how this blemish may be removed 
from it. 
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of pounds, Kingston Chapel, near Encombe, In the parish of 
Corfc Castle. 

In his person Lord Eldon was about the middle size, his 
figure light and athletic, his features regular and handsome, 
his eye bright and full, his smile remarkably- benevolent, and 
his whole appearance prepossessing. 'I'he advance of years 
rather increased than detracted from these personal advan- 
tages. As he sat on the judgment-seat, ** the deep thought 
betrayed in his furrowed brow, — the large eyebrows, over- 
hanging eyes tliat seemed to regard more what was taking 
place within than around him, — his calmness, that would have 
assumed a character of sternness but for its perfect placidity, — 
his dignity, repose, and venerable age, tended at once to win 
confidence and to Inspire respect.” * He had a voice both 
sweet and deep-toned, and its effect was not injured by his 
Northumbrian bur, which, though strong, was entirely free 
from harshness or vulgarity. 

The statues and busts of him attempted from time to time 
are rather indifferent performances ; but several excellent 
portraits of him, which luive been engraved, have rendered 
his likeness familiar to the British public. Of these two are 
by Sir Thomas Lawrence ; the first, when yet a young man, 
in plain clothes, with a powdered toupee and aisles de pigeon^ 
in the possession of the present earl ; the other, when he was 
advanced in life, and such coiffeur had. gone out, but, to 
please George IV. — in the same style, — which remains at 
Windsor Castle. A portrait of him as Lord Chancellor, by 
.Owen, was much admired, and was copied by the same artist 
for many corporations and private friends. There was 
another fine portrait of him, as Lord Chancellor, by Pickers- 
gill, the great ornament of Merchant Tailors’ Hall, whore he 
ate many good dinners and made many applauded Church- 
and-King speeches. But the most interesting portrait of 
of him, perhaps, is tliat by Briggs, representing him, as 
High Steward of the University of Oxford at the installation 
of the Duke of Wellington, receiving the homage of his 
grandson, f 

• 2 Townsend, 496. 

t Ijord Eldon is rarely noticed hf caricaturists. ** II. B.” and “ Punch *’ had 
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The corporation of Newcastle, justly proud of having at 
the same time three natives of their town, the sons of free- 
men, themselves freemen, and all schoolfellows together at 
the Free Grammar School there under Mr. MoiseS, now 
become most eminent men in the public service — Lord 
Eldon, Lord Stowell, and Lord Collingwood — requested 
them all to sit for their portraits, to be hung up in the 
Guildliall. Lord Eldon’s answer to the Mayor displays much 
good feeling, and (the parentheses with which it had been 
interspersed having been struck out by a friend) no con- 
temptible power of composition : — 

“ Dear Sir, 

‘‘ I beg you to be assured, and that you will be pleased to assure 
tlie Aldermen and Common Council, that I am impressed with a 
very warm sense of gratitude for tlic mark of respect and 
regard, which is mentioned in your letter of the 13tli instant. In 
complying with the request contained in it, wdiich I am satisfied 
is dictated more by their kind partiality than by any claim whicli 
I can have to the distinction offered to me, I would willingly in- 
dulge the hope that the measure which has been proposed may 
occasionally and usefully suggest to the descendants of our fellow 
burgesses that in this great and free country the industrious exer- 
cise of moderate talents may, under the blessing of Providence, 
raise them, before the close of life, to those situations in the state, 
to w'hich, in the beginning of life, .they could hardly aspire, and 
may ensure to them /ilso the solid gratification wliich flows from 
receiving in advanced years distinction and honour from that part 
of the community, among whom were passed the days of infancy 
and youth. 

I am, dear Sir, 

“ Your obliged and faithful friend, 

« July 26, 181 1.” « ElPON.’^ 


not yet appeared. But an Appendix of Caricatures will be necessary to illustrate 
the liivcs of subsequent Chancellors. 

* Lord StowcH's is in still better taste : ^ 

« My dear Sir, 

I beg you will take an early opportunity of presenting my sincere thanks to 
the corporate body, over which you at present preside, for the high and unex- 
pected honour they have been pleased to confer upon me, in requesting me to sit 
for my picture to be placed in the Guildhall in company with the pictures of the 
Lord Chancellor and Lord Collingwood. 

** It cannot but be highly gratifying to noe, on every account, to be thought 
wortliy of such a distinction by the gentlemen of Newcastle. 1 received my^ 
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The portraits arc still to be seen in the Guildhall, and it may 
well be a subject of debate, which of the three so comme- 
morated is most to be admired, and best deserves the gra- 
titude of his country. The mace and the seal have carried it 
for the Chancellor among his townsmen, who have named a 
magnificent new square after him, who often paint his head 
for a sign-post, and who in various other ways show that they 
now consider him as their tutelary saint. 

His arms* appear thrice in the hemldic ornaments of the 
new House of Lords, in respect of the three times when he 
received the Great Seal : First, as Chancellor to George III. 
in 1801; — again, as Chancellor to the same Sovereign in 
1807; and, finally, as Chancellor to George IV. in 1820. 
Other Chancellors have received the Great Seal from the 
hands of the Sovereign a greater number of times — but no 
Chancellor, from the foundation of the monarchy, held it 
so long; and, although he was unequal to many of those 
whose arms arc blazoned with his in eloquence, in literature, 
and in ]|)hilosophy, he was excelled by none of them in law, 
and he excelled them all in political intrigue. 

Ilis two sons having died in his lifetime, the only children 
he left behind him to lament his loss, were his daughters. 
Lady Elizabeth and Lady Frances, who were both re- 
spectably married. 

He is worthily represented by the only son of his eldest son. 


education amongst them ; and to that education, under God's good i)rovidcnce, 
I owe every thing that can have obtained for me so flattering a declaration of 
their regard. I am happy in feeling that, in their opinion, 1 have not dis« 
lionoured it in the course of a life that has passed under some degree of public 
observation. It is a testimony to my cliaracter, to which 1 hope iny family will 
in all future time advert with peculiar pride and satisfiiction •— as conveying the 
sentiments of those who have had the best opportunities of judging upon the 
general tenor of my conduct. — It is with real elevation of mind tliat Lreceive 
the result of their favourable judgment, in their associating me upon such an 
occasion with two individuals who have made a more splendid use of the same 
early advantages in life, and whose more important public services have united 
for them the applause of their country with the honourable approbation of their 
native town. 

** I have the honour to be, Mr. IMayor, with particular regard and respect, 

“ Your obliged and faithful humble servant, 

“July 27. 1811.” “ Wm. Scott.. 

* Argent, an anchor erect sable between three lions* heads erased gules; on 
a chief wavy azure, a portcullis or. — Motto : “ Sit sine labc decus.” 
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whose untimely end he had lamented so deeply. Knowing 
the present Earl of Eldon to bo a most amiable and estimable 
man, and having reason to think that he naturally and 
laudably considers his grandsire as absolutely perfect, in all 
that he ever thought, said, or did, I have felt many a pang in 
writing this memoir, when I considered that, if it should 
meet his eye, it must often appear to him censorious and un- 
just. But the world may decide that I have finished my 
biographical labours without forfeiting my claim to impar- 
tiality, and he may yet come to the conclusion, that as in the 
character of his distinguished ancestor the good so much 
predominates over the evil, its lustre will not be diminished by 
placing its conflicting qualities in opposition to each other. 
Bronze is more durable than tinsel, and so is truth than 
flattery. 


END OP THE LIVES OP THE CHANCELLORS. 
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Having had occasion, in preparing this work, to examine the 
history of the country in every reign, from King Ethclbert 
to Queen Victoria, I had intended, at the conclusion of it, 
to point out and to try to explain some of the most striking 
changes which have gradually taken place in the institutions, 
the laws, and the manners of the people ; but I feel that it 
would not become me to trespass longer, at present, on the 
patience of the public with any speculations of mine. Still I 
venture to bring together a few facts respecting my Chan- 
cellors, which may be found not uninteresting. 

I reckon the number of those whom I have had to com- 
memorate to be 167. The names of only ten Anglo-Saxon 
Chancellors have come down to us — but we have a scries 
nearly unbroken from Maurice, who received the Great Seal 
in the year 1067, to Lord Eldon, who died in 1838. The 
Conqueror had 6 Chancellors ; — William Rufus, 3 ; — 
Henry I,, 7; — Stephen, 5; — Matilda, 1 ; — Henry IL, 7; 
— Richard I., 4 ; — John, 3 ; — Henry III., 1 7 ; — Edward I., 
6 ; — Edward IL, 6; — Edward III., 20 ; — Richard IL, 1 1 ; 
— Henry IV., 7 ; — Henry V., 2 ; — Henry VI., 8 ; — Ed- 
ward IV., 5 ; — Edward V., 1 ; — Richard HI., 1 ; - Hen- 
ry VIL, 4; — Henry VIIL, 5; — Edward VL, 4; - - Mary, 
2 ; — Elizabeth, 5 ; — James I., 3 ; — Charles I., 5 ; — the 
Commonwealth, 15 ;* — Chailes IL, 5 ; — James IL, 2 ; — 
William and Mary, 2;t — Anne, 3; — George I., A; — 
George IL, 4 ; — George III., 8; — George IV., 2. 

Of these the far greater number were ecclesiastics. Hie 
first lay Chancellor in England was Fitzgilbert, appointed by 
Queen Matilda soon after her coronation, during the short 
time she occupied the throne,— and there was no other till Sir 

* Lords Commissioners. 

t Besides Lords Commi^ioners Maynard and Trevor. 

* VOL. VII. 3 A 


Abandoned 

intentions. 


Number of 
the Chan- 
cellors. 


Chancel- 
lors eccle- 
siastical 
and lav. 

A. n. 1142 . 
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A.D, 1340. 
A,o. 1529. 
A*D. 1 553. 
: A.D. 1558. 
A.D. 1621. 


Duration 
of Chancel- 
lorships. 


Ennobling 
of Chan- 
cellors. 


Descend- 
ants of 
Chancel- 
lors in the 
direct male 
line, now 
sitting in 
the House 
of. liords 


Robert de Bourchier^ a soldier, appointed by ’Edward III. 
There were four common law judges placed in the "marble 
chair,” at the latter end of the same reign. The practice of 
appointing Bishops, however, was soon resumed, and con- 
tinued, without interruption, till the fall of Wolsey. Then 
came Sir Thomas More, and a succession of lawyers, till 
Mary gave the Great Seal to her two persecuting Prelates, 
Gardy ner and Heath. Elizabeth returned to the laity, and a 
series of them continued till Lord Bacon was convicted of 
corruption — when the lawyers, being in bad odour, James 
I. ventured on Bishop Williams. He was the only Protest- 
ant divine who was ever in possession of the Great Seal, 
although the Privy Seal was held by a Bishop as late as the 
reign of Queen Anne. 

Archbishop Arundel, during the wars of the Roses, was 
Chancellor five times, but no one else has been Chancellor 
more than four times. Turkctel alone was Chancellor under 
four sovereigns — Edward the Elder, Athelstane, Edmund, 
and Edrcd. Lord Eldon, as Chancellor to two sovereigns, 
held the Great Seal for the longest period of time. 

Scrope, in the i*eign of Richard II., is to be regarded as the 
first law Lord ever created. A succession of lay commoners 
afterwards held the Great Seal ; but from the time of Lord 
Ellesmere they were all ennobled, exce,pt Sir Orlando Bridg- 
man and Sir Nathan Wright. A good many have been 
Earls, but there has only been one Chancellor made a Mar- 
quess, Sir William Poulet, Marquess of Winchester; and one 
a Duke, Sir Thomas Beaufort, Duke of Exeter. Pour have 
been Knights of the Garter, Bourchier, Earl of Essex, the 
Marquess of Winchester, Lord Audley, and Sir Christopher 
Hatton. 

There are now sitting in the House of Lords seventeen 
Peers descended from Chancellors in the direct male line — 
Earl Fortescue, from Sir John Portescue — Lord Mont- 
fort, from Sir Thomas Bromley — the Marquess of Win- 
chester, from Sir William Poulet — the Earl of Bradford, 
from Sir Orlando Bridgman the Earl of Coventry, from 
Lord Coventry — the Earl of Shaftesbury, from Lord Shaftes- 
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bury the Earl of Winchelsea and Nottingham, from Lord 

Nottingham — the Earl of Guilford, from Lord Guilford — 

Earl Cowper, from Lord Cowper — the Earl of Macclesfield, 
from Lord Macclesfield — Marquess Camden, from Lord 
Camden- — the Earl of Lovelace, from Lord King — the 
Earl of Hardwicke, from Lord Ilardwicke — Earl Talbot, 
from Lord Talbot — Earl Bathurst, from Lord Bathurst — 
the Earl of Eldon, from Lord Eldon — and Lord Erskine, 
from Erskine the Great. The Earl of Clarendon and 
other Chancellors are represented in the House of Lords by 
females and fresh creations. 

Only one Chancellor was beheaded while in possession of Chancellor 
the Great Seal : this was Simon de Sudbury, murdered by 
the mob in Wat Tyler’s riots, but the Earl of Salisbury, Sir 
Thomas More, and several others came to a violent end after 
their resignation. 

During the last 300 years, six have been impeached, — Impeaeh- 
Cardinal Wolsey, Lord Bacon, Lord Keeper Finch, Lord chanced 
Clarendon, Lord Somers, and Lord Macclesfield, and of lors, 
these Lord Somers alone was acquitted. 

One was Chancellor of Ireland at the same time that he 
was Chancellor of England, and another was Chancellor of 
England after having been Chancellor of Ireland.* 

Prior to the reign of Edward I., there were various in- ofwhpt 
stances of Normans and other foreigners having the Great 
Seal confided to them, although, like Lord Chancellor Long- Chancci- 
champ, they could not speak a word of English, — but since 
then the Chancellors have all been native born subjects. 

Among these there are only two Scotchmen, Lord Lough- 
borough and Lord Erskine. When the English and Irish 
bars are amalgamated, as they arc soon likely to be, irislynen, 
it may be hoped, will often be Chancellors of England, as well 
as Englishmen Chancellors of Ireland. 

In the history of the Great Seal of England there is one 'iVo bro- 
and only one instance of its being held successively by two 
brothers, — John and Robert dc Stratford, in the reign of ciianceU * 
Edward III. 


• Vdl. 1. p. 130. 

3 A 2 
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rosfscKiPT. 


Arms of 
the Chan- 
cellors ill 
the new 
House of 
Lords. 
A.D. 1377. 


Tlic new House of Lords has been adorned with an em- 
blazonment of the armorial bearings of all the Lord Chancel- 
lors and Keepers of the Great Seal, who have presided on 
the woolsack since the end of the reign of Edward III.* 
This is a proper compliment to an order which includes many 
great names, and through a long succession of ages has been 
the main support of the hereditary branch of our legisla- 
ture. 


Caution as I hope that the line may be continued with increasing reputa- 
In ^or^rc'” distant generations. In any speculations for abolishing 

modelling or remodelling the office of Chancellor, I wish Benthamites to 
of^ChTn- consider whether, as it has subsisted since the foundation of 

celior. the monarchy, it can be safely dispensed with, or materially 

altered. To insure the steady march of the government 
there must be a great Jurist to guide the deliberations of the 
Peers, and to assist in the councils of the Sovereign ; he can- 
not do so advantageously without the weight to be derived 
from a high judicial office, and his political functions are in- 
compatible with the administration of the criminal law. The 
Clavis Regni must therefore be held by the first Equity or 
Appellate Judge in the land. — I will conclude with a pro- 
phecy, that if the proposed experiment of a tripartite division 
of the Chancellorship should be tried, it wdll fail, and that 
there never will be Seven Volumes filled with " the Lives 
of the Ministers of Justice.” 


* From Adam de Houghton to Lord Cottenham — in number 79. The arms 
of all of them were found by that very learned herald and most useful officer of 
, the House of Lords, Mr. Pulman, except those of Searlc (or Scarle), who held 
the Great Seal at the end of the reign of Richard II. and the beginning of tlic 
reign of Henry IV,, vrhom I had designated as “ the most obscure of the Chan- 
cellors.'* According to the arrangement which has been adopted, the shields 
are 102 in number ; those of each reign being preceded by the arms of the So- 
vereign) of which there are 26 ; and, in order to preserve the chronolpgicuf 
order, the arms of a Chancellor or Keeper arc repeated as often as he received 
the Great Seal from the reigning Sovereign. 
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LORD CHANCELLORS 
KEEPERS OF THE GREAT SEAL, 

FROM TIIK 

EARLIEST TIMES TILL THE REIGN OF KING GEORGE IV. 


[In preparing the following Table, I have been much indebted to my friend 
Mr. Uuffus Hardy, Keeper of the Records in the Tower of London, who has 
accorded to me the free use of his “ Catalogue of Lord Chancellors, &c.”] 


Anglo-Saxon Eeigns. 


Kings. 

A. D. 

Chancellors. 

Lives of the Chancellors. 

Ethclbert 

GOS 

Augmendus 

Vol. 1. 30. 

OlTa 


Cenwona 

31. 

Withlofe 

. 

Bosa 

31. 

Hertlmlpli 

827 1 
836 J 


Swithulphus 

31. 

Egbert 

Ethclwulf 

■ 

St. Swithin 

31—33. 

Edward the Elder 

920 1 


. 


Athelstane 

Edmund 

926 1 
940 

: 

Turketel 

33—35. 

Edred 

946 

1 



Edgar 

939 

Adulphus 

35. 

Ethelred 

978 

Alfric 

35. 

Edward the Con- 

1043 

Leofric 

37. 

fessor 

1050 


Bcimbaldus 

37. 



William the 

Conqueror. December 25 

. 1066. 

An. Reg. 




L 

1067 

Maurice 

Vol. I. 41. 

l!^ot ascertained 

Osmond 

43. 

VIL 

1073 

Arfastus 

44. 

IX. 

1075 

Baldrick 

44. 

Not ascertained 

Herman 

44, 45. 

1 XX. 

1086 . 

, W. Giffard 

45, 46 
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LORD CHANCELLORS AND 


William Rufus. September 26. 1087. 


An. Reg. 

A. D. 

Chancellors. 

Lives of the Chancellors. 

I. 

II. 

IV. 

1087 

1088 
1090 

W. Giilard 

Robert Bloet 

Ralph Flambard 

Vol. I. 46. 

46- 48. 
48—50. 


Henry L August 5. 1 100. 


L 1 1100 

VIL 1 1107 

Not ascertained 

Not ascertained 

Not ascertained 

Not ascertained 

Not ascertained 

W. Giffard 

Roger, Bishop of Salisbury 
Waldric 

Godfrey 

Herbert 

GeofTrey Rufus 

Ranulphus 

Vol. I. 50. 

51—55. 

55. 

55. 

55. 

55, 56. 

56, 57. 


Stephen. December 26. 1135. 


1. 1 1135 

Not ascertained 

Not ascertained 

Not ascertained 

Not ascertained 

Alexander, Bishop of Lincoln 
Roger Pauper 

Philip 

Robert dc Gant 

Reginidd 

Vol. 1. 57. 

58. 

59. 

59. 

59. 



Matilda. 


1 

1142 

William Fitzgilbert | 

Vol. L 59. 


Henry II. December 19. 1154. 


L 1 1155 

VI. 1 1 162 

Not ascertained 

Not ascertained 

XVm. 1 1181 

Not ascertained 

Not ascertdined • 

Thomas h Becket 

John 

Ralph de Warnavilla 

W alter de Constantiis 
Geoffrey, the Son ol’ the Fair 
Rosoraond 

Nigel, Bishop of Ely 

Walter dc Bidnn 

Vol. I. 61—100. 

101. 

101. 

101. 

102. 

103. 

103. 


Richard 1. September 3. 1189. 


1 . 

ni. 

VI. 

VIL 

1189 

1192 

1195 

1196 

William Longchamp 

Geoffrey, son of the Fair Ro- 
somond 

William Longchamp 

Eustace, Bishop of Ely 

% 

Vol. I. 113. 

114. 

116. 




KEEFERS OF THE GREAT SEAL. 

John. May 27. 1199. 


tm 


An. Reg- 

A.D. 

Chancellors. 

Lives of the Chancellors. 

~ L 

1199 

Walter Hubert 

Vol. 1. 119. 

VII. 

120fi, ■) 
Oct 3. J 


Walter dc Gray 

121. 

XVI. 

1214. 1 
Oct. 29. J 

[ 

Kichard de Marisco 

124. 

* 

IlENiiy III. October 28. 1216. 


T. 

r 1216 

Eichord do IMarisco 

Vol. I. 127. 

XL 

1227, 1 
Feb. 12. 1 

H 

Ralph de Neville 

129. 

xxrv. 

1240 1 

Simon the Norman 

132. 

XXVI. 

1242 

Ralph de Neville 2° 

133. 

xxvni. 

1244 

Runulph Briton 

135. 

XXIX. 

1244, ' 
Nov. 14. 


Silvester de Everden 

135. 

XXXI. 

1246, " 
Nov. 8. 

[ 

John Maimsel 

136. 

XXXIIL 

1249, 1 
Oct. 8. J 

( 

John dc Lexington 

136. 

XXXVIL 

1253, 1 

Auc?. 6. 1 


Queen Eleanor, Lady Keeper 

138. 

xxxviri. 

1254 

William de Kilkenny 

146. 

XXXIX. 

1255, 1 
Jau. 5. J 

1 

Henry de Wengham 

147. 

XLIV. 

1260, 1 
Oct. 18. J 

f 

Nicholas de Ely 

148. 

XLV. 

1261, 1 
July 5. J 

[ 

Walter de Merton 

. 149. 

XLvn. 

1263. 1 

July 12. J 

[ 

Nicholas de Ely 2° 

151. 

XLIX. 

1265, ] 

Feb. 21. J 

f 

Thomas dc Cantilupe 

154. 

XLIX. 

1265, 1 
Aug. 16. J 


Walter Giifard 

155. 

LI. 

1266 

Godfrey Giffard 

156. 

LIIL 

1268, 1 
Oct. 30. J 

f 

John de Chishull 

157. 

LIII. 

1269, 1 
Jan, 14. J 

f 

Richard de Middleton | 

157. 


Edward L November 20. 1972. 


I. 

1272 1 

Walter de Merton 2® 

Vol. I. 162. 

II. 

1274 

Robert Burncl 

163. 

XXI. 

1292, 1 
Dec. 17. J 


John de Langton 

176. 

XXX. 

1302, 1 
Sept. 30. J 


William de Grenehcld 

182. 

xxxm. 

Sr804, 1 
l)bc.29. J 


William de Hamilton 

1 

185^ 

XXXV. 

1307, 1 
ApriI21. j 

1 

V- 

Ralph de Baldoek 

186. 
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An. Reg. 

I. 

IV. 

VIII.* 

XL 

XIII. 
XVII. 

I. 

I. 

IV. 

VIII. 

IX. 

XI, 

XII. 

XIV. 
XIV. 
XIV. 

XV. 

XVIT. 

XIX. 

XXIII. 

XXX. 

XXXVII. 

XLI. 


Edward IL July 8. 1307. 


A.D. 


1307, " 

Aug. 2. 

1310, “ 

July G. 

1314* ■ 
Sept. 26. 

1318, * 
June 11. 

1320, ' 
Jan. 26. 

1323, ‘ 

Aug. 20. ^ 


Chancellors. 

Lives ol the Chancellors. , 

John de Langton 2° 

Vol. I. 1.91. 

Walter Reynolds 

194. 

John de Sandale 

197. 

John de Ilotham 

198. 

John de Salmon 

199. 

Robert de Baldock 

202. 


1327, \ 
Jan. 28. 

1327, ' 
May 12. 

1330, ’ 
Xov. 28. 

1334, ' 
Sept. 28. 

1335, ^ 
June 6. 

1337, ‘ 
Mar. 24. 

1338, ' 
July 6. 

1340, ‘ 
April 28. 

1340, ‘ 
July 12. 

1340, * 
Dec. 14. 

1341, ‘ 
Oct. 29, 

1343, ‘ 
Sept. 29. 

' 1345, ‘ 
Oct. 2ft. 

1349, '* 
June 16. 

1356, ‘ 
Nov. 27. 

1363, * 
Feb. 19. 

1867, ' 
Sep, 10. 


Edward III. 

John de Hotliam 2° 
Henry de Burglicrsh 
John de Stratford 
Richard de Bury 
John de Stratford 2° 
Robert de Stratford 2° 
Richard de Bynteworth 
John de Stratford 3® 
Robert de Stratford 2° 
Sir Robert Bourchier 
Sir Robert Parnynge 
Robert de Sadyngton 
John de ORbrd 
John de Thoresby 
William de Edington 
Simon de Langham 
William de Wickham 


Vol. I. 213. 
2.13. 
215. 
221 . 

231. 

232. 
232. 
234. 
234. 
237. 
245. 
248. 
250. 
252. 
254. 
257. 
260. 



KSEFBBS OF TH£ OBEAT SEAL. 729 


Aa^Rcg. 

A. £). 

Chancellors. 

Lives of the Chancellors. 

xi-v. 

.1371, 1 
Mar. 26. 


Sir Robert Thorpe 

Vol.I. 265. 

xlVl 

1372, 1 
July 5. 


Sir John Knyvet 

267. 

L. 

1377, 1 
Jan. 11. J 


Adam de Houghton 

272. 


liiciiARD IL June 22. 1377. 


1. 

1.377, ■ 

June 29. 


Adam de Houghton 2® 

Vol. I. 277. 

IL 

1378, “ 

Oct. 29. j 


Lord Le Scrope 

279. 

III. 

1388, ‘ 

Jan. 30. 


Simon de Sudbury 

281. 

V. 

1381, ' 

Aujr. 10. 


William Courtenay 

283. 

V. 

1381. 
Dec. 4. 


Lord le Scrope 2 ^ 

284. 

VI. 

1382, 1 

Sept. 9, 


Robert de Braybrooke 

286. 

VI. 

1383, 1 

Mai-. 13. J 


Sir Michael de la Pole 

286. 

X. 

1386, 1 
Oct. 24. J 


Thomas de Arundel 

293. 

XII. 

1389, ^ 

May 4, 


WiUiam de Wickham 2® 

295. 

XV. 

1391, 1 

Sept. 27. 

■ 

Tliomas de Arundel 2° 

298. 

XX. 

1 

1390, 1 

Xov. 23. 


li^dmund StaOTurd 

301. 

XXIII. 

1399, 1 

July. 


Thomas de Arundel 3° 

303. 

xxin. 

1399, 1 

Sept. 4. 


John Searle [or Scarlc] 

303. 


.. Henry IV. September 30. 1399. 


I. 

1399, 
Sept. 30. 


Jphn Searle [or Searle] 

Vol. 1.310. 

IL 

1401, ’ 

March 9. 


Edmund Stafford 2® 

311. 

IV. 

1403, ■ 

Feb. 27. J 


Cardinal Beaufort 

313. 

VI. 

1405, ‘ 

March 2. 


Thomas Longley 

315. 

vm. 

1407, ■ 

Jan. 30. 


Thomas de Arundel 4® 

317. 

XI. 

1410, ‘ 

Jan. 31. 


Sir Thomas Beaufort 

319. 

XIIL 

Wt412, ■ 

Jan. 3. 


Thomas de Arundel 5® 

320. 
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XOBD CHANCELLORS ANI» 
Henry V. March 2]. 1415. 


Aq. Beg. 


1 . 

V. 


A. D. 


1413, 
Mar. 21. 

1417, 

July2|^ 


Chancellors. 


Cardinal Beaufort 2® 
Thomas Longley 2® 


Lives of the Chancellors, 


V 0 I.L 322. 


I. 

1422, \ 

Nov. 16. 

II. 

1424, ‘ 
July 6. 

IV. 

1426, ‘ 
Mar. 16. 

X. 

1432, ' 
March 4. 

XXVIIL 

1450, ■ 

Jan. 31. 

XXXII. 

1454, ‘ 
April 2. 

XXXIII. 

1455, ’ 
March 7. 

XXXV, 

1456, ’ 
'Oct. 11. ■ 

XXXVHT. 

1460, 
July 25. 

Uncertain. 


Henry VI. September 1. 1422. 

Thomas Longley 3® 

Cardinal Beaufort 3® 
Cardinal Kempc 
John Stafford 

Cardinal Kempc 2® 

Hichard Neville, Earl of I 
Salisbury J 

Cardinal Bourchier 
William Waynflctc 

George Neville 
Sir John Fortescuc 

Edward IV. March 4. 1461. 


I. 

XIII. 
XIIL 

XIV. 


1461, 
Mar. 10. 

1467, 
June 20. 

1473, 
June 23. 

1473, 
July 27. 

. 1475, 
Feb. 26. 


George Neville 

Robert Stillington 

Henry Bourchier, Earl of] 
Essex J 

Lawrence Booth 
Thomas Rotheram 


V 0 I.L 334. 
335. 
344. 
346. 
352. 

356. 

357. 
360. 

367. 

370. 


Vol.L 382. 
385. 
391. 
391. 
393. 


Edward V. April 9. 1483. 

I. I 1488. I John Bussell I Vol. 1. 402, 


I. 


Richard HI. June 26. 1483. 


Vol. L 405. 
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K££F£fiS OF THE GBEAT SEAL.. 
Henry VIL June 26. 1483. 


An. llcg. 


I. 

n. 

XVI. 

xvn. 


I. 

VJI. 

XXI. 

XXIV. 

xxxvi. 


I. 

i. 

I. 

V. 


I. 

HI. 


A. D. 


1485 ' 
1487, 
Aug. 8. 

1500, 
Oct. 13. 

1502, 
Aug. 11. 


Cliancellurs. 


John Alcock 
Cardinal Morton 

Henry Deane, Lord Keiper 

Ai’chbishop Warliam, Lord I 
Keeper J 


Lives of the Chancellors. 


Henry VIII. April 22. 1509. 


1509, 
April 22. 

1515, 1 
Dec. 22. j 
1529. 
Oct. 25. 

1533, 
Jan. 26. 

1544, 
May 3. J 


Archbishop Warhain 2° 
Cardinal Wolscy 
Sir Tliomas More 
Lord Audley 
Lord Wriothesley 


E13WAUD VI. January 28. 1547. 


1547, 
Jan. 28. 

1547, 
March 7. 

1547, 
Oct. 23. 

1552, 
Jan. 19. j 


Lord Wriothesley 2° 

William Poulct, Mamuess I 
of Winchester, Lord > 
Keeper J 

Lord Rich 

Thomas Goodrich, Bishop 1 
of Ely J 


Vol. 1.415. 
417. 

425. 

427. 


Vol. I, 432. 

443— .508. 
509— 598. 
599—638. 
640. 


Vol.I. 650—664. 


Vol. II. 


Mary. July 6. 1558. 

Aug^23.}| Gardyner 

Jan^l ’ I Archbishop Heath 


1—7. 

9—27. 

28—39. 


Vol. ir. 40—71. 
72—85. 


Elizabeth. November 17. 1558. 
I } f Nicholas Bacon 


Vol. IT. 78-311. 
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LORD CHANCELLORS AND 


An. Reg. 

a.d. 

XXL 

1579, ■ 

XXIX. 

April 26. 
1587, ' 

XXXIV. 

April 29. 
1592, ■ 

XXXVIII. 

May 28. 
1596* ' 


1 May 6. 


Sir John Puckering 
Lord Ellesmere 


Lives of the Cliancellon. 


VoLn. 114— 135. 
136—164. 
166—177. 
179—220. 


James I. March 24. 1603. 


Ju^24 } Ellesmere 2° 

Ju^lb J ^ Keeper Williams 


Vol. II. 221—265. 
272—440. 
441 «. 479 . 


Charles I. March 27. 1625. 
Mar^28 1 1 Keeper Williams 2® 


Nw ^l } Keeper Coventry 

Jan^l7 1 hiord Keeper Einch 


Jan 19 I Keeper Littleton 

Oct. 23 .}^”*^ Keeper Lane 


Vol. II. 480—509. 
510—550. 
552—585. 
586—617. 
618—631. 


The . Commonwealth. 

The Earl of Kent, the Earl' 
1643, of Holingbroke, Oliver St. 

, Nov. 30. ' John, John Wilde, Samuel 
Browne, Edmund Prideaux 
1 6 46, Earl of Salisbury, vice Earl ' 
Aug. 11. J of Bolingbroke, dee. 

1646, ■ The Earl of Ji^nchester, ’ 
Oct. 31. j and Speaker Lenthal 

1648, The Earl of Kent, Lord' 
Mar. 17. J Grey de Werke, 

April 12. Whitelock, and Widdrington 

1649, 1 Whitelock, Major Lisle and i 

Feb. 9. J Serjeant Keblc J 

1654, 1 Whitelogk, Major Lisle and 1 
Sept. 3. J Widdrington J 


Vol. m. 10 . 
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Lives of the Chancellors. 


XIL 

XIX. 

XXIV. 

XXV. 

XXXIV. 


1655, 1 Colonel Ficiiiies and Major 1 YqI, m. go, 

June 6. J Lisle f 

1659, 1 Colonel Fiennes, Major! 

Jan. 22. ’ Lisle and Wliitelock J 

Lentball 72. 

1659, ' Ilradshaw, Tcrryll, and! yg 

June 5. Fountain J 


1659, 
June 5. 

1659, 
Get. 25. 


Wliitelockc 


1 660, 1 Widdringlon, Tcrryll, and 
Jan. 12. J 1 Fountain J | 

Charles I^, 'while in Exile. 

165.3, \ gir ^^^dward Herbert 
April. J 

1658, ! Sir Edward Hyde (Lord \ 
Jan. 18. J Clarendon) J 

Charles II., after llcstoration. 

June^i 1 Lord Clarendon 
1667, \ Lord Keeper Sir Orlando 1 
Aug. 81. J Bridgnian J 

j Lord Shaftesbury 

Novell 1 Nottingham 

0^0^20 } Lord Ke(?per Guildford 


Vol. III. 95—109. 

110—186. 


Vol. HI. 187-270. 
272—287. 
288—379. 
880—428. 
431—483. 


James II. February (i. JG85. 


I. 

168.5, ' 
Feb. 6. 

|- Lord Keeper Guildford 2^^ 

Vol. Ill 

I. 

1685, ‘ 
i Sept. 28. 

^ T^ord Jeffreys 



William & Mary. February 13. 1G80. 

1 . 

1687, ■ 

Lord Conmiis.sioncr IMey-l 

' Vol. IV. 


March 4. 

nard and others J 

11 . 

1690, ‘ 

Lord Comniissioiicr Trevor 1 



May 14. 

and others J 


V. 

1 

1693, ' 
Mar.aS. 

• Lord Somers 


XII. 

17QP, ^ 
i May ^1. 

• Lord Keefier Wright 



497—600. 


41—61. 

62—240. 

241—246. 
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LOBD CHANCELLORS, ETC. 


Anne. March 8. 1702. 


w. 

An. Reg. 

A.D. 

Chancellors. 

Lives of the -Chancellors. 

1. 

1702, ■ 
Marchs. 

Lord Keeper Wright 2° 

Vol. IV. 246—256. 

IV. 

1705, ' 
Oct. 11. 

Lord Cowper 

257—342. 

IX. 

1710, ’ 
Oct. IS. 

Lord Harcourt 

430— 47S. 


George L August 1. 1714. 


I.- 

1714, ■ 
Aug. 3. 

Lord Harcourt 2® 

Vol. rV. 480—500. 

I. 

1714, ' 
Sept. 21. 

Lord Cowper 2® 

343—420. 

IV. 

1718, * 
May 12. 

Lord Macclesfield 

501—565. 

XL 

1725, ‘ 
J une 1 . 

Lord King 

567—622. 


George IL June 11. 1727. 


I. 

1727, ■ 
June 16. 

Lord King 2® 

Vol. IV. 624—646. 

VIL 

1733, ' 
Nov. 2S. 

Lord Talbot 

648—686. 

X. 

1737, 1 
Feb. 21. 

Lord Hardwicko 

Vol. V. 1—173. 

XXXL 

1757, 1 

Lord Keeper Henley (Lord \ 

174— 1S7. 


J une 30. 

Xorthington) j 


George III. October 25. 1760^ 


I. 

1760, 1 
Oct. 26. 

Lord Northington 2° 

Vol. V. ISS— 228. 

VI. 

1766, 1 
July 30. 

Lord Camden 

22S— 355. 

X. 

1770, 
Jan. 17. 

Charles Yorke 

366—430. 

XL 

1771, \ 
Jan. 23. 

Lord Bathurst 

432—472. 

XVIII. 

1778, ■ 
June 3. 

Lord Thurlow 

473. 

XXIV. 

' 1783, ■ 
Deo. 23. 

Lord Thurlow 2® 

561—678. 

XXXII. 

17S3, 
Jan. 28. 

Lord Loughborough 

Vol. VI. 1—366. 

XLI, 

1801, 

Lord Eldon 1® 

Vol. Vir. 1— 18S. 

XLvr. 

1806, 1 
Feb. 7. J 

Lord Erskinc 

VI. 367— 70S. 

XLVII. 

1807, 1 
April 1. J 

Lord Eldon 2® 

VII. 20S— 353. 





George IV- January 29. 1820. 


1. 1 

1820 

1 Lord Eldon 3® | 

. VIL 358— 720. 




ALPHABETICAL LIST 


OF 

LORD CHANCELLORS AND LORD KEEPERS. 


AtBecket, Thomas, i. 61. 
Adulphus, i. 35. 

Alcock, John, i. 415. 

Alexander, Bishop of Lincoln, i. 57. 
Alfric^ i. 35. 

Arfastus, i. 44. 

Arundel, de, Thomas, i. 293. 298. 

303. 317. 320. 

Audley, Lord, i. 599. 

Augiucndus, i. 30. 

Bacon, Lord, ii. 272. 

Bacon, Sir Nicholas, ii. 87. 
Baldock, de, Ralph, i. 186. 

Baldock, de, Robert, i. 202. 
Baldrick, i. 40. 

Bathui’st, Lord, v. 432. 

Beaufort, Cardinal, i. 313. 322.325. 
Beaufort, Sir Thomas, i. 319. 
Bidun, de, Walter, i. 103. 

Bloet, Robert, i. 46. 

Bolingbroke, Earl of, iii. 10. 

Booth, Lawrence, i. 391. 

Bouchicr, Sir Robert, i. 237. 
Boiirchicr, Cardinal, i. 357. 
Bourchier, Henry, Earl of Essex, 
i. 391. 

Bradshaw, iii. 73. 

Braybroke, de, Robert, i. 286. 
Bridgman, Sir Orlando, iii. '272. 
Britton, Ranulph, i. 135. 

Bromley, Sir Thomas, ii. 1 14. 
Burnel, Robert, i. 163. 

Bury, de, Richard, i. 221. 
Bynteworth, de, Richard, i. 232. 

Camden, Lord, v. 229. 

Cantclupe, Thomas, i. 154. 
Genwona, i. 31. 

Chishull, de, John, i. 157. 
Clarendon, Lord, iii. 111. 
Constantiis, de, Walter, i. 101. 
Courtenay, Willii^p, i. 283. 
Coventry, Lpix^ ii. SjO. ' 

Lordj iVi 257. 

Deaii, Henjy, i. 425. 


Edington, de, William, i. 254. 
Eldon, Lord, vii. 1. 

Eleanor, Queen, i. 138. 

Ellesmere, Lord, ii. 179. 

Ely, dc, Nicholas, i. 148. 

Erskine, Lord, vi. 337. 

Eustace, i. 116. 

Everdon, de, Silvester, i. 135. 

Fiennes, Colonel, iii. 60. 70. 
Finch, ii. 552. 

Fitzgilbert, William, i. 59. 
Flambard, Ralj)!!, i. 48. 
Fortcscue, Sir John, i. 370. 
Fountain, iii. 73. 84. 

Gant, de, Robert, i. 59. 

Gardyner, Bishop, ii. 40. 

Geollrey Plantagonet, i. 102. 113. 
Geofirey Rufus, i. 55. 

Gitfard, Godfrey, i. 156. 

Giifard, Walter, i. 155. 

Giffard, William, i. 45, 46. 50. 
Godfrey, i. 55. 

Goodrich, Thomas, ii. 28. 

Gray, de, Walter, i. 121. 
Grcneficld, de, AVilliam, i. 182. 
Grey de W^erke, Lord, iii. 17. 
Guildford, Lord, iii. 431. 

Hamilton, de, "William, i. 185. 
Ilarcourt, Lord, iv. 430. 
Hardwick e, Lord, v. 1. 

Hatton, Sir Christopher, ii. 136. 
Heath, Archbishop, ii. 72.* 
llerbei’t, i. 55. 

Herbert, Sir Edward, iii. 95. 
Herbert, Walter, i. 119. 

Herman, i. 44. 

llotham, de, John, i. 198. 213. 
Houghton, de, Adam, i. 272. 277. 

Jeffreys, Lord, iii. 497. 

John, i. 101. 

Keble, iii. 43. 

^ ICeinpc, Cardinal, i. 344. 352. 
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Earl of, iii. 10. 

Kilkenny, de, William, i. 14G. 
King, Lord, iv. 5 (\ 7 . 

Knyvet, Sir John, i. 2G7. 

Lane, Lord Keeper, ii. G18. 
J.angJmin, de, Simon, i. 257. 
Langton, de, John, i. 17G. 191. 
J^enrliall, iii. 14. 72. 

Leolrie, i. 37. 

Lexlnglon, de, John, i. IJG. 

I lisle. Major, iii. 43. 57. GO. 70. 
Littleton, Lord Keejjer, ii. 58G. 
Longeliainp, William, i. 105. 114. 
Longley, 'I'liomas, i. 315. 330. 
JiOnghhorongh, Lord, vi. 1. 

-IMacelesfield, Lord, iv. 501. 
■Maneliester, JOarl of, iii. 14. 
.Maiinsel, »Iohn, i. 13G. 

Alareseo, de, Itiehui’d, i. 124. 127. 
INlaiiriee, i. 41. 
jMaynard, iv. 1. 

iMei'ton, <le, Walt(a', i. 149. 1G2. 
JSIiddleton, de, lliehard, i. 157. 
More, Sir 'riionias, i. 509. 

•Morton, Cardinal, i. 417. 

Neville, George, i. 3G7. 382. 
Ni'ville, Kalpi), i. 129. 133. 

Nigel, i. 103. 

Nm lhi/iglon, LoivI, iii, 380. 
Nottingliam, Lord, v. 174. 

OtVord, de, Jolin, i. 250. 

Osmond, i. 43. 

Earnynge, Sir Kohert, i. 245. 
l\)le, <le la. Sir Miciiael, i. 28G. 

IJaiinlphns, i, 5G. 
lleginald, i. 5J). 
lJeiml)ahlns, i. 37. 
ileynoMs, ^Valter, i. 194. 

Kieh, Lonl, ii. 9. 

linger, liishoj) of Salisbury, i. 51. 
55. 


li'ogcr Pauper, i. 58. 
llotheram, 'riioinas, i. 393. 

Kussell, John, i. 402. 

Sadyngtons Jo, Robert, i. 248. 

St. Joiiii, -Oliver, iif. 10. 

Salisbury, Earl of, i. 35G. 

Salmon, de, John, i. 199. 

Sainlale, <le, John, i. 197. 

Scrope, lo, l^ord, i. 279. 284. 

Searle [or Scarle], John, i. 303. 
310. 

Shaftesbury, l^ord, iii. 288. 

Simon the Xoriniin, i. 132. 

Somers, Lord, iv. G2. 

Stalhird, Edmund, i. 301. 31 J. 
Statl’onl, John, i. 34{). 

Stillington, llohert, i. 385. 
Stratford, de, Jolin, i. 215.231.234. 
Stratford, di*, llohert, i. 232. 234. 
Sudbury, de, Simon, i. 281. 
Swithin, St., i. 33. 

Switlnilphus, i. 31. 

Tallmt, Lonl, v. 473. 

T'erryll, iii. 73. 111. 

J’horesby, de, John, i. 252. 

J'horjie, Sir Jloliert, i. 2G5. 
Thurlnw, Lm*d, v. 473. 

! JVovor, Loi*d ( 'ommissioner, iv. 41. 
'rurketel, i. 33. 

Wahlrie, i. 55. 

Warliam, Archbishop, i. 427. 

W arnavilh*, de, Ralph, i. 101. 
i Waynileto, i. 3()0. 

! Wengli.im, <le, Henry, i. 147. 
j Wliitelocke, iii 17. 4*3. 7(). 

I Wi(‘khani, William of, i. 2(>0. 295. 

■ Widdrington, iii. 57. 84. 

I Wihle, Serjeant, iii. 10. 

I ^Villiams, l-iord Keeper, il. 441. 
Winchester, IManpiess of, ii. 1. 
4Vo]sey, Cardinal, i. 443. 

Wright, Lord Kee|)cr, iv. 241. 
Wriuthesley, Lord, i. G40. 

Yorko, Charles, v. 3G0. 
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